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R E P O R r r. 



BY THE LORDS COMMITTEES appointed a Select 
Committee to consider the Consequences of extending the 
Functions of the Constabulary in Ireland to the 
Suppression or Prevention of Illicit Distillation ; and 
to report to The House : — 



ORDERED TO REPORT, 

That the Committee have met, and considered the subject-matter referred to 
them, and have examined several Witnesses in relation thereto. 

That, in performing the duties entrusted to them, the Committee have 
selected such witnesses only as were able, from official experience, to describe 
with knowledge and accuracy the several branches of the public service which it 
was necessary to take into consideration. By adhering to this course, the Com- 
mittee are of opinion that they have best discharged their functions, and 
furnished The House with means of forming a matured and correct opinion. 
They have called before them Mr. Wood, who for more than 20 years has filled 
the highest offices of the Revenue Service, as Chairman of Stamps, of Taxes, 
Excise, and who is now at the head of the Board of Inland Revenue ; Major- 
General Sir D. Macgregor, Inspector-General of Constabulary ; Colonel Brereton, 
the late, and Colonel Machlaclilan, the present Inspector-General of Revenue 
Police ; Mr. Barry and Mr. Dancer of the same force ; Mr. Coulson, Mr. Cruice, 
Mr. Knox and Mr. Tracey, Resident or Stipendiary Magistrates ; Mr. Hobart, 
County Inspector; Mr. Golding Bird, Excise Collector, and Mr. Mullarcliy of 
the Constabulary. The House will also find in the Appendix accounts and 
documents furnished by the Treasury and the Board of Excise illustrative of 
the various alterations of tlie Spirit, Duties in Ireland, and the consequences of 
the changes of the law and of the rate of duty as affecting both the Revenue and 
the state of crime. 

The Committee have taken evidence on the past and present state of the 
Revenue Police, both anterior to its reformed organization under Colonel 
Brereton, and .since that beneficial change. To the evidence of Mr. Wood, 
Colonel Brereton and Colonel Maclachlan, they more especially refer. The 
actual condition of this force, which consists of 151 officers and 947 men, and 
is maintained at a cost of 43,000/. to 45,000/. per annum, is fully shown in 
evidence referred to in the margin. 

The discipline and organization of the constabulary is fully explained in the 
evidence of Major-General Sir D. Macgregor, in the evidence of the Resident 
Magistrates, and in the detailed accounts laid before the Committee. This 
valuable corps amounted in 1852 to 12,452 men and officers, and 352 horses. 
It is maintained at the public expense, except so far as regards the cost of one-half 
the charge of any extra force which may he rendered necessary by the disturbed 
state of any county or district. The total annual cost of the Constabulary 
in 1851 was 494,175/., of. which 34,703/. was locally raised in certain disturbed 
districts ; the balance of 459,392 /. being borne on the Consolidated Fund, 
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A branch of the Coast Guard is also maintained in Ireland under the Board 
of Customs, consisting of 1,466 officers and men, at an annual charge of 
120,662/. 

The importance of guarding the Irish Revenue levied on malt and spirits 
against illicit practices, has been at all times felt by the Legislature and by 
successive Governments, and laws the most varied and contradictory have been 
resorted to for this purpose ; different systems of charging the duty have been 
adopted, and modes of repressing fraud have been introduced. The duties have 
been charged by license on the. still, by survey, and by a combination of both 
systems. They have been enforced by the oppressive still-fine system, and by 
criminal laws malting illicit distillation a felony. The duties have varied from 
a maximum of 55. lit/, to a minimum of 2s. 4d. They have been collected 
by the ordinary officers of Excise, aided by writs of assistance. The distillery 
laws have also been enforced by an irregular body of Excise Police, strengthened 
by a military force. Since 1836 there has been established a special corps, 
under strict discipline, acting under the immediate authority of the Board of 
Excise and the Treasury. This force administers the special laws of the Excise, 
which differ in many most important respects from the ordinary laws of the 
land, in respect to the authority given, and the protection afforded to the 
officers engaged in the service. 

Since the year 1834-5, with the exception of a short interval in 1842-3, the 
Spirit Revenue appears to have been in a satisfactory state, and Mr. Wood 
delivered in the following Table (2086), showing the progressive amount of 
spirits brought to charge under the invariable duty of 2 s. 8 cl . : — 



YEARS. 


Gallons 

charged with Dnty for 
Home Consumption. 


YEARS. 


Gallons 

charged with Duly for 
Home Consumption. 


1843 - 


_ 


5,546,483 


1848 - 


- 


- 


7,072,933 


1844 - 


- 


6,451,817 


1849 - 


- 


- 


6,973,333 


1845 - 


- 


7,605,196 


1850 - . 


- 


- 


7,408,086 


1846 - 




7,952,076 


1851 - 


- 


- 


7,550,518 


1847 - 




6,037,383 


1852 - 


- 




3,208,256 



“ This Return,” observes Mr. Wood, is very satisfactory indeed.” The 
diminution of population between 1841 and 1851, of above 1,400,000, not 
being generally taken into account, the public are not, at first sight, aware of 
the very large proportion which the increased consumption of spirits bears to the 
population. Mr. Wood adds, “ that the opportunities for illicit distillation 
and fraud have very much diminished ” (2088). 

Considering that the Irish spirit and malt duties constitute more than three- 
fourths of the Excise revenue, and exceed one -fourth of the whole revenue of 
Ireland, and, considering likewise that the inducements to illicit distillation 
increase by reason of the imposition of additional duties, and a fall in the price 
of grain, it is expedient that in present circumstances, recourse should be had 
to such precautionary measures as reason and experience recommend. This is 
required no less for the protection of the revenue, than to secure the peace, the 
morals, and the social order of Ireland. But, in proportion to the importance 
of the question, care should be taken to act with the utmost caution and with 
due regard to all the great interests which any change may affect. 

The Committee judge it to be more prudent for the present to state the 
various propositions suggested to them, rather than to express their own views. 
As these recommendations would require the interposition of the Legislature, 
should it be thought expedient to repeal the prohibitions contained in three 
distinct Acts of Parliament precluding the interference of the constabulary in 
revenue duties, time will necessarily be afforded, as well to the responsible 

Government, 
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Government, as to the Revenue departments, carefully to reconsider the whole 
question, more especially in reference to the evidence now reported. 

Three propositions have been laid before the Committee : — 

1. The amalgamation of the Revenue Police with the Constabulary in 
performing the duties of suppressing illicit distillation. 

2. The suppression of the existing Revenue Police, and the substitution 
of the Constabulary for the discharge of these Revenue duties. 

[ Vide Evidence — Brereton, 121. 130. 171. 1S3 ; Bird, 544 ; Dancer, 641. 650, 651. 

673. 675 ; Coulson, 798, 799, 800, 801, 802. 825. 884. 893 ; Cruice, 934. 939. 

947. 951. 954. 998; Hobart, 1044. 1056. 1107-1115. 1128; Knox, 1213; Tracey, 

1345.1361. 1377. 1388.1424; Macgregor, 1565. 1568, 1569. 1571. 1575, 1578. 

1598. 1613. 1678. 1681 ; Mullarchy, 1723. 1731. 1738. 1716. 1802. 1818. 1838; 

Maclaclilan, 1991. 1996. 1999. 2002, 2003; Macgregor, 2067; Wood, 2213, 2214. 

2218, 2219. 2221. 2233. 2237, 2238. 2283.] 

3. The maintenance of the Constabulary and of the Revenue Police as 
distinct corps ; but the extension to the Constabulary of certain specified 
heads of Revenue duty. These are as follows : — 

1st. The escort of prisoners transmitted under the committals of 
magistrates to the several county and district gaols. 

[ Vide Evidence — Brereton, 87. 108; Macgregor, 1615, 1616; Barry, 373; Bird, 

516,517; Dancer, 038, 639, 640; Coulson, 789. 794 ; Cruice, 1015; Hobart, 

1045. 1119; Knox, 1231; Mullarchy, 1794; Maclacblan, 1941. 2008; Wood, 

2261. 2263. j 

2d. The more effectual employment of the Constabulary in obtaining, 
and furnishing to the Revenue Police, information of all illegal practices 
in the manufacture of malt and of spirits. 

[ Vide Evidence — Brereton, 77, 7S. 167. 168; Barry, 321; Dancer, 648, 649; 

Coulson, 808. 818 ; Cruice, 980. 983 ; Macgregor, 1619. 1612. 1622 ; Mullarchy, 

1717. 1721 ; Maclachlan, 1948. 1952. 2010 ; Wood, 2252.] 

3d. The employment of the Constabulary in stopping and seizing illicit 
spirit in transit, and in examining and endorsing permits produced or 
accompanying such spirits. 

[Vide Evidence — Barry 309 ; Bird, 482. 502; Dancer, 634 ; Cruice, 957 ; Hobart, 

1056. 1155 ; Tracey, 1409, 1410, 1411 ; Maclachlan, 1978. 1980, 1981. 2034.] 

4th. The employment of the Constabulary in searching such mills and 
kilns as are situated within the lines of ordinary constabulary patrol. 

[Vide Evidence — Dancer, 626 ; Coulson, 848; Maclaclilan, 1980, 1981. 2005; 

Wood, 2286. 2297; Brereton, 171, 172; Barry, 389.] 

A fourth proposition will be found in the evidence of Mr. Wood, Colonel Wood, 2282 . 
Brereton and Colonel Maclachlan, namely, the augmentation of the present Maclachlan, 2058. 
Revenue Police to the full strength of its authorized establishment, with a view 
to meet any renewed or increased attempts to carry on illicit distillation. 

Such are the propositions which have been laid before the Committee : the 
evidence and documents in the Appendix furnish ample means to decide on the 
relative advantages of these recommendations. 

And the Committee have directed the Minutes of Evidence taken before them, 
together w T ilh an Appendix, and an Index of Evidence, to be laid before your 
Lordships. 



20 August 1 S53. 
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Die Veneris, 15 ° Julii 1853 . 



LORDS PRESENT: 



Earl of Wicklow. 
Viscount Hutchinson. 
Viscount. Canning. 



Lord Ponsonbv. 

Lord Stanley of Aiderley. 



THE LORD MONTEAGLE of Brandon in the Chair. 



JOHN WOOD, Esquire, is called in ; and examined as follows : 

1. Chairman.'] YOU are Chairman of the Board of Inland Revenue ? 

I am. 

2. Have you prepared any accounts or other documents which are likely to 
throw light upon the subject which is referred to this Committee ? 

I have so. 

3. Have you looked over the Parliamentary Accounts which are before the 
House of Commons and the House of Lords on this subject ? 

Yes. 

4. They are frequently confused, from the irregular manner in which they are 
called for, and from the difference of dates. In the documents which you have 
prepared, have you endeavoured to remedy that, and give them in consecutive 
Returns that speak for themselves ? 

I have so. 

5. Have you also obtained, both from your department and from the Treasury, 
correspondence illustrative of the former state of the Revenue Police before its 
re-organization, and the steps taken with a view to its establishment ? 

I have ; I have made extracts from very voluminous papers, and everythin"- 
that I thought could be material to this Committee. ° 

6. What map is that you hold in your hand r 

This is a map of Ireland, in which are painted on red and blue the stations of 
the Revenue Police, and also the stations of our Collectors of Inland Revenue. 
The blue marks represent the stations of our Collectors ; the larger red marks 
the head quarters of the several divisions of the Revenue Police ; the small red 
marks, the quarters of the several parties of the Revenue Police, not head quar- 
ters, with the red lines of communication between the outlying parties and head 
quarters ; and the capital letters attached to the headquarters denote the letters 
by which each division is distinguished. This map is calculated, at one view, to 
give the Committee an idea of the parts of the country in which the Revenue 
Police is located, and, of course, of the parts where it is apprehended there is 
the greatest danger of illicit distillation. 

7. 'Viscount Canning. j What is the precise meaning of the red line r 

\Y e will take Maryborough, for instance, as head quarters ; here there is a 
party of Revenue Police, under a Lieutenant or a Sub-Inspector. Maryborough, 
Carlow and Glankeen are occupied by three parties of Revenue Police ; the 
officer commanding the three parties is at Maryborough. The parties at Carlow 
and Glankeen are under officers of an inferior grade, and are in direct commu- 
nication with the officer at Maryborough. Take again the station of Granard ■ 
that is the head quarters of Division B ; the outlying parties are at other 
stations. 

(262. l.) a 2 8. Chairman j 
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8. Chairman,'] Taking this as giving the Committee a general view, what is 
the apportionment of the force between the Southern Districts and the 
Northern ? 

If a line he drawn between Dublin and Limerick, we have only, in fact, two 
parties south of that line ; Maryborough is just to the north of it ; those parties 
are situated in the country in which smuggling is supposed most to exist ; in 
Carlow more particularly there is a great deal of illicit malting, but illicit distil- 
lation can scarcely be said to exist south of the Shannon, or south of the Liffey ; 
it prevails chiefly in the parts of Derry and Tyrone, in Donegal, in Fermanagh, 
in Sligo, Galway, and part of Clare. We have no party south of Carlow. It has 
occasionally happened that a party has been pushed to the southward for, per- 
haps, a week or a fortnight, when we have had intelligence that illicit distillation 
prevailed in any particular locality ; but no party has been permanently stationed, 
I may say, south of the Liffey, or south of the Shannon, since the formation of 
the force. 

f). Speaking in round numbers, taking the single county of Donegal, what 
proportion of the entire force do you consider would be the general force applied 
in Donegal? 

Nearly one-third of the whole force. 

10. Earl of Wickioiv.] Which is the worst county for illicit distillation ? 

Donegal is, I believe, decidedly the worst. 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 



COLONEL BRERETON, C.B., K.H., R.H.A., is called in, and examined 
as follows : 

11. Chairman .] WHAT is your rank in the army ? 

Colonel. 

12. Your more immediate line in the profession has been the Artillery ? 

The Horse Artillery. 

13. How long have you served ? 

The year 1805 is the date of my first commission. 

14. At what time was your first connexion with the Excise Police in Ireland ? 

In the year 183(5. I think in the month of March 183(5, Lord Strafford, a 

great friend of mine, and on whose staff I served in the northern district, where 
I am now in command of the Artillery, asked me if I would like to undertake to 
organize a force for the purpose of suppressing illicit distillation in Ireland. 
He stated he knew no more than that it was in the contemplation of the Go- 
vernment to establish such a force there. I then went to the Treasury, and I 
saw the then Chancellor of the Exchequer, Lord Monteagle, who described to 
me the nature of the matter, and I consented to go over to Ireland. 

15. You had not made any application yourself for that appointment r 
No. 

16. It came to you by surprise ? 

I hardly knew what the Excise meant : I knew nothing of it, having been a 
soldier all my life. 

1 7 . Did you proceed shortly after that appointment to Ireland ? 

There were a great many pre-arrangements necessary to be made with the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, that would take some little time. I forget the 
period, but it was about six weeks, perhaps, or something like that, before I 
could get away, and proceed to Ireland ; and when I did so, I immediately went 
round Ireland, and I saw the force in its then state, and the nature of it, which I 
was till then perfectly ignorant of, and I proceeded to consider what I thought 
and felt would be the desirable arrangement for organising a force upon military 
principles. 

18. You found, on your arriving in Ireland, an existing police force, or a force 
bearing that name ? 

Yes, I did. 

19. Had 
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19. Had you occasion then and since to trace that force to its origin and first CoLBrereton, C.B. , 
introduction ? 

Yes ; its origin appeared to be this : the office of still-hunting (that is, hunting 
for stills), which implies proceeding into very remote and wild, and almost 
savage, mountain districts, had been entrusted to the military, or rather the 
lower Excise Officers were empowered to call upon the. nearest military station 
for assistance in hunting for stills ; but it was found by the. military authorities 
so very demoralizing to the soldiers, and so subversive of discipline, that at last, 
from innumerable accidents that had happened, collisions and contentions, and 
so on, matters arrived at a point that the military authorities almost refused to 
go on providing protection to the gaugers. Then some gauger more active than 
another, said, “ If the Government would suffer me to hire and arm a few men 
for a short time, and take them out with me, I should be able to perform the 
service in that way.” 



20. Do you know in which count}- that took place, and the name of the party 
who first applied ? 

I do not ; I know it must have been in the northern counties. That party 
being composed of men caught up and hired, and arms put into their hands, 
mere countrymen, you may imagine the kind of people, as regards discipline 
and obedience, they would be. Then, subsequently, the Excise Officers, having a 
great many duties of their own, independently of hunting for stills, found it 
highly inconvenient to them to accompany them in person. 

2 1 . You have, stated that in one count}- force was applied for, for giving the 
officers help in the suppression of illicit distillation ; were there subsequently to 
that similar applications made to the Government, and acquiesced in by them ? 

I was going on to say, the example of this Excise Officer, who had obtained 
the assistance of those hired armed men, was followed by other Excise. Officers, 
and so there were formed, in a desultory wav, various parties — I cannot tell 
how many ; and they went on in that manner, until those Excise Officers felt 
they had not the time to accompany them on this still-hunting, and they applied 
for other persons who should receive Excise Commissions : this was done, and 
the persons so employed, were termed Lieutenants, and commanded parties in 
lieu of the Excise Officers, and took them out still-hunting : that was the Re- 
venue Police, as I found it in the year 1836. 

22. In the year 1817, are you not aware that, from the disorganization pro- 
duced in the Military Service, orders were issued restraining the action of the 
military in still hunting-sendee, and with a Anew to the preservation of their 
order and their discipline r 

I cannot positively say there was an order ; I am not cognizant of any 
decided order ; but, practically, they did not do it ; and, in point of fact, they 
refused, and did not give aid. 

23. Now, will you proceed to state what was the next step taken for the 
organization of the Revenue Police Force ? 

Innumerable complaints came to the Treasury of the want of discipline of 
what was termed the Revenue Police ; that there were collisions with the smugglers, 
which were considered to arise mainly from want of instruction in the use of 
arms which they carried ; deaths and wounds were very frequent; and such was 
the case at the period I was sent for by the Treasury, and appointed to the duty 
of re-organizing the force. 

24. Was there at that time any subordination of rank, or any consequent 
responsibility between one party and the other ? 

No ; every party acted independently the one of the other, and under regula- 
tions that, if they were regulations, to say the least, were, very objectionable ; 
the whole of which I altered. 



25. For instance, were the officers in charge of parties then termed, as at 
present. Lieutenants of Police ? 

Every party was commanded by a person who held an Excise commission, 
and was called Lieutenant ; but there were two officers of a higher grade, who 
were called Inspectors, and a portion of the Lieutenants in charge of parties 
reported in some sort, but really very irregularly, to those Inspectors. 

(262. 1 .) a 3 26. Supposing 
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, 26. Supposing two parties united under two Lieutenants, was there anv 

principle in the corps that would have determined which of those two Lieutenants 
had the command, or would the}' have been both called on to act with equal 
authority ? 

They were both of equal authority, and independent the one of the other, and 
without connexion in their operations. 

■27- Were there any steps taken at that time to train the men before they 
were trusted with arms, and before they were employed upon Excise duty ? 

No ; they had not the slightest knowledge of the use of arms further than to 
fire them. 

28. Wliat class of men did you find them to be ; were they intelligent and 
orderly, or the reverse r 

There was a total want of discipline. 

29. Will you describe the condition in which you found the force ? 

I found it without discipline, and without instruction of any sort or kind, and 
objectionable in every way : every man almost was married, with a tribe of 
children ; they were wretchedly lodged, and miserably clothed : their arms were, 
in the worst possible condition : I cast two-thirds of them, the first tiling I did. 

30. Was their distribution in the country such as you approved of? 

The existence of illicit distillation in certain counties of Ireland more than in 
others, had naturally produced the sending of parties to those counties ; but there, 
was no chain of responsibility in removing those parties, and rendering their 
services available for the purposes for which they were paid. 

31. W ere there any other circumstances in their organization which appeared, 
111 yoiu- judgment, objectionable, and requiring correction ? 

They were totally undisciplined, and knew nothing of the arms they made use 
of ; they had no confidence one. in another ; all which I found when I went to 
Ireland. 



32. Have the kindness now to state what were the steps you took to alter 
then- organization ? 

This map will better enable the Committee to understand what I am goin°- to 
say upon that point. From the number of parties I had to deal with, I classed 
them into divisions of four parties each, giving to each division a letter of the 
alphabet. I created a new class of officer, called a Sub-Inspector, whom 1 took 
from amongst the best of the Lieutenants whom I then found. 1 stationed a 
Sub-Inspector at a certain point, and I placed all the four parties under his 
orders. Each of the out-parties, that is, the parties at the out-stations, were 
placed under the command of a Lieutenant; but at the Head -Quarter Station I 
created also a new' class of men, whom 1 termed Sub-officers, who were not 
officers, but taken from the best of the Serjeants I found. The duty of the Sub- 
Inspector was to give his orders for the working of the whole, four parties upon 
a general system, and the Sub-officer at the Head-Quarter Station took charge 
of the party there for working it; but the Sub-Inspector, when neeessarv 
worked the whole of the four together. The creation of the Sub-officer, instead 
ot placing a Lieutenant there, was for the purpose of saving expense. My wish 
urns, that in the re-organization (though there were changes and higher classes of 
officers created), by reductions of other matters belonging to the force the 
expense of the new organization should not be greater, or not much greater 
than it had been previously ; and I believe, the whole additional expense did not 
amount to above 4,000 1. a year more than it was before. That part of Ireland 
that had parties in it was divided into two parts ; the one part was placed under 
the orders of an Inspector whom I found, and the other under the other 
Inspector. I went over the whole of Ireland, and over every square mile 
aeZL 1 maki " S my l’ r °P° sal t0 tlle Treasury, and this became 

?™f d ™ ttl those P arts of Ireland that actually required parties, and 
those where they were unnecessary. I placed nearly one-third of the whole 

^areiuo h. COlmt - VOf thd ' ° f the ° f ^tlmt t 
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I made inquiries of every person who could give me information ; I found 
there was no illicit distillation in the county of Kerry, none in the county of 
Cork, none in Kilkenny, none in Waterford or Wexford, very little in Limerick ; 
there was a little in the county of Carlow. The illicit spirit used to find its 
way over the Wicklow mountains, and get sale in Dublin ; therefore, a party was 
placed at Carlow ; but we quickly put this down under the new arrangements. 

34. Did you make any very material alteration in the disposal of the force 
whilst you had the command of it in Ireland ? 

Wherever I found illicit distillation had a tendency to begin, I immediately 
sent not one, but two or three parties, perhaps. 

35. In reference to the division of Ireland between the north and the south, 
in one of which districts you have described illicit distillation to have been gene- 
rally prevalent, and in the other to have been scarcely practised, did you find 
any variation in this respect during the period you were there ? 

I never had occasion to make any very material alteration ; on one occasion 
it was reported (incorrectly by-the-bye), that illicit distillation had broken out in 
a most alarming degree at Dunmanway, in the county of Cork. I sent a party 
down, and I kept them there some, months ; they never made a seizure. 

36. Have you found such reports not unfrequently made, which, upon inquiry, 
have turned out to be without foundation ? 

Repeatedly. 

3 7. Do you consider that at times the object of affixing a revenue station and 
a detachment of Revenue Police in a particular neighbourhood was an object .of 
desire ? 

Yes. 

38. With a view to the expenditure of the force ? 

The expenditure of a party of the Revenue Police was about 800 1. a year. 

39. Earl of Wicklow.] How many did a party generally consist of? 

Thirteen. In a small hamlet or village it was very desirable to obtain the 

expenditure of a party. 

40. Chairman.] Upon completing your inspection, did you find it necessary 
to take any other steps to insure the training of those who were introduced into 
your corps ? 

One of the measures I proposed, and to which I obtained the sanction of the 
Treasury, was, to establish a depot in Dublin for the instruction of men engaged, 
in their own localities, upon the recommendation of magistrates or gentry ; I 
reserved to myself the power of seeing them at Dublin, and if they were not 
fit, I did not take them ; and I then got permission from the Treasury to engage 
a discharged sergeant of artillery as a drill-master, and he drilled the recruits at 
the depot as a corps of light infantry. The whole of their movements in still- 
hunting were performed precisely according to the regulations of the army ; 
for the movement of light infantry is peculiarly applicable to still-hunting; 
because light infantry in action extend themselves a distance of perhaps eight 
or ten yards apart ; one man, and the man behind him, which we call in the 
army his coverer, thereby covering a much larger space, and acting indepen- 
dently ; so that in moving along, a file of two men might go into a house, and 
search efficiently, in a scattered village, while the other files move on : in short, 
each of those files, extended over a very considerable space, could search simulta- 
neously the houses in a village. Then by their instructions they were taught 
to rally, and, as constantly happened in the early period of my management, 
they ran and formed squares when they were attacked, and carried off their pri- 
soners within their squares, though only consisting of 1 3 men on the average ; 
but there were scarcely any, if any, instances of the necessity of taking life in 
self-defence. 

41. Earl of Wicklow.] When you say they searched houses, do you conceive 
that they had a right, while they were upon that duty, to enter any house they 
pleased ? 

Yes, into your cellar. 

42. Chairman.] Had they not all an Excise commission, which, in fact, gave 
them that authority ? 

(262. l.) a 4 Yes, 
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Yes, the officers had ; and the same law that gave an officer the right, by 
virtue of his commission, to search any house, gave him also the power to 
employ assistants to help him in doing it. 

43. I believe you yourself, in order to bring the whole into a system, became 
an Excise Officer, as the head of the force r 

One day there arrived a packet ; and upon opening it, I found it constituted 
me a gauger, which I at first did not quite like, and I wrote about it. I said, 
“ Really this is not necessary that I should have a gauger’s commission and, 
they said, “ You cannot legally act without it.” 

44. Reverting to your depdt, the Committee have heard from you that, in your 
first inspection, you rejected all who did not appear to you fit for the service? 

Yes. 

45. With respect to those you admitted, how long was their general period of 
training at the depdt ? 

When considering the question of giving them military instruction, 1 felt that 
the less I exacted from them in the way of acquirement of that nature, the 
better, and I therefore took the regulations for the army, tore out the leaves, 
and selected only those movements that were absolutely necessary for self-pre- 
servation, and for the performance of duties against the people they had to 
cope with. 

46. Did you require any moral recommendation as to character, or any intel- 
lectual acquirement as to reading and writing, before you appointed them ? 

I required that the man should read and write ; that he should not exceed the 
age of 25 ; that he should produce recommendations of character from two 
respectable householders, accounting for his character and conduct for the past 
two years ; I may not be perfectly correct as to that period, because I am stating 
from memory facts that occurred 15 years ago. 

47. Earl of Wicklow.] When you say that you took the men upon the recom- 
mendation of magistrates and gentry, and that you also took them subject to 
your own approval, are the Committee to understand that you required in every 
instance, from every part of the countiy whence they came, a recommendation, 
and that the individuals should also be sent to Dublin for your inspection pre- 
viously to their being accepted into the corps ? 

The man was subjected, in the first instance, to the inspection of the. local 
officer, and, by permission of the military authorities, the military surgeons were, 
ordered to examine physically the man who had previously been inspected by the. 
local officer. The local officer then wrote to me to say, that he. had a certain 
number of men whom he recommended, and so on ; and I then ordered them 
to he sent up to Dublin, where they were put under the course of instruction. 
It therefore very rarely happened indeed that I found there were any objec- 
tions to a man of a sufficiently serious nature to warrant my rejection. 

48. In fact, such persons as were taken into the force in the first instance, 
were necessarily obliged to go to Dublin for training ? 

To be taught by the superintendent of drill. 

49. Chairman.] Did their stay in the depot for the purpose of instruction, 
give you any means of ascertaining what their general conduct was, and how far 
you could rely upon them ? 

There was a strict system of discipline kept up at the depot., much stricter 
than they would probably be subjected to when they should have joined their 
party. ] had great dependence upon the man whom I placed there as the super- 
intendent of drills, as well as to take charge of the depot. I did not live at it, 
myself, but I used to visit it, perhaps, every other day. 

. ^9* ^ that man had reported to you that one of those persons sent up to the 
depot appeared to him an ill-conducted and irregular man, what would you have 
felt it to be your duty to do ? 

To have dismissed him forthwith. 

51. Without hesitation ? 

Without the slightest hesitation. 

52. Did cases arise during your experience in Ireland, in which persons were 

sent 
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sent up and admitted to the depot, and were rejected by you on account of their 
character and conduct ? 

I cannot recollect a single instance, and I do not t hin k there was a single 
instance ; they had been originally very carefully selected by the local officer ; 
and they knew that their permanent appointment or employment depended 
mainly upon their conduct at the depot. We had, of course, what we call in the 
army the Tattoo Roll, calling at a certain hour, and the men were not permitted 
to be out after that hour ; and, in short, their whole time was- so occupied by 
drilling and instruction, that they had not a leisure moment. I took as little as 
I possibly could from the regulations of the Army as a code of instruction, and 
I found it quite sufficient to retain those men at the depot for six weeks, and I 
made very good soldiers of them by the end of that period. 

53. What was the next step ? 

I then sent them to parties where there were vacancies. 

54. Will you describe what steps you took in order to ensure the strict exe- 
cution of your orders, and the strict execution of all the duties of the various 
officers and men you have described ; was there any system of check or inspec- 
tion devised by you ? 

The whole of the proceedings of the day were inserted in a diary or journal, 
and that journal was read to the men on the. parade by the officer, if I recollect 
rightly, the day after the proceedings of the preceding day. At the end of six 
weeks, which the Treasury calls a Round, the journal or diary had to be sworn 
to before a magistrate. I believe, now they declare it ; in my time it was sworn 
to. The men, therefore, were made cognizant of the proceedings as described, 
as was the sergeant, who by-the-bye had also to swear to the contents of the 
journal, and of a document they called a Still Bill, which was a condensation 
of the proceedings in the diary ; of course, therefore, it would have been impos- 
sible for an officer to have said a thing that was not, as there were all those 
people who could have checked him. 

55. What duties were executed by your superior officer or Inspector in working 
these separate parties ? 

He on each visit to the party read the diary of the proceedings that had taken 
place during the interval between that visit and his previous one to the party 
assembled on parade, and the men were asked if they had any objection to make 
to the records on the diary . 

56. If there had been any objection raised by any of the men, that would have 
come immediately to your cognizance, would not it, as the head of the force? 

Immediately, through the Inspector of the district. 

57- Did any cases of that kind come to you which led you to doubt the 
fidelity and the truth with which the diaries were kept ? 

I had not perfect confidence in the Revenue Police until I had completely 
reorganized it. 

58. The question refers to the state of the force after you had reorganized it 1 

I do not recollect any instance of the kind. 

59. Are there any further observations you would wish to make with respect 
to the reorganization that took place under your authority ? 

I reorganized the force to the best of my judgment, and I thought it was a 
very good organization ; it worked perfectly well ; illicit distillation was wholly 
and entirely held in check, because when illicit distillation is spoken of, it must 
not be supposed that in any country a still at work furtively may not exist, but 
illicit distillation in general meant gangs of 60 or 80 men, in glens and fastnesses 
and mountains ; gangs of men that were so ferocious, that it required armed men 
to cope with them, and even then it was the case with the military frequently, 
that they were defeated by those smugglers : all that ceased wholly and entirely, 
and was driven from Ireland altogether ; but it took refuge in the islands of the 
north-west coast. Feeling that to be the case, l applied to the Treasury for the 
loan of a steamer, which they granted me. 1 put three or four parties on board, 
and sent them to the different islands, and we banished it entirely ; and 1 believe, 
when I quitted Ireland, illicit distillation, in the form of violence I have described 
it, had totally ceased. 

(262. l.) B 60. Earl 
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60. Earl of Wicklow.'] How long was it after you had reorganized this force 
before you succeeded in the manner you have now described in suppressing that 
illicit distillation ? 

I dare say ft took 18 months before we could complete the organization of the 
Revenue Police, because, you must understand, although I found a great many 
people there, who were highly objectionable, I could not commit an injustice by 
getting rid of those people at once, and I had to wait a certain time' before it 
could be done without harshness. 

61. Viscount Canning.'] Do you mean that it was 18 months before the Police 
was thoroughly organized, or 18 months before the total suppression of the illicit 
distillation had been accomplished ? 

Both. 

62. Then was the suppression entirely accomplished as soon as your force was 
organized ? 

I was asked wh ether it took 18 months to reorganize the force, or whether 
it took 18 months to suppress illicit distillation ; I could not complete the orga- 
nization perfectly to my satisfaction under the 18 months, for the reason before 
adverted to, and during that period illicit distillation, to a certain extent, though 
diminished, prevailed; but when I found that the force was in the condition that 
I could desire it to be in, and that I could act with them with greater freedom, 
I think illicit distillation then became suppressed, or rather held in check. 

63. Then when you spoke just now of illicit distillation having been entirely 
banished from Ireland at the time you left it, to what date did you refer ; when 
did you leave Ireland ? 

I left in March 1846; I felt I had been there long enough, and I preferred 
going to China to command the Artillery, and that was in 1846. 

64. The object of my question was to ascertain how long ft took you, counting 
from the time when you first arrived in Ireland, and found the force in that dis- 
organized condition which you have described, not to reorganize the force, but 
completely to suppress the illicit distillation ? 

After the first 18 months I began to get it under; it was not immediately 
suppressed. 

65. Earl of Wicklow.] How long were you in Ireland altogether ? 

Upwards of nine years. 

66. Viscount Canning.] During about eight years, then, of your stay in Ireland, 
the extent of illicit distillation was very trifling ? 

Very much less than it had been ever before ; there was always illicit distil- 
lation, because, as I have adverted to before, it is sometimes impossible to prevent 
a still furtively being at work ; there may be a still in the cellar of this house, 
and not one of your Lordships be aware of it ; but illicit distillation as an out- 
rage on society totally ceased. 

67. The Committee may infer that the great evil of illicit distillation was 
practically put an end to within two years ? 

Yes ; it scarcely ever escaped detection. 

68. Lord Ponsonby.] What was the largest number of men you ever had ? 

Nine hundred and six privates, and something under 1,100 including officers 

and sergeants. 

69. After the period you have, mentioned, when illicit distillation was at an 
end, did the force continue, in the same numbers ? 

If they had been diminished in ever so small a proportion, it would have broken 
out wherever they had been removed from. 

70. Then the force is of the same amount at present, so far as you know ? 

Yes ; at least I believe so ; I have had no knowledge of it since I left it seven 

years ago. 

71. Chairman.] Did you make a report to the Excise Board upon the state of 
the force, and describing also the improvements which you wished to recommend 
after your first visit to Ireland ? 

After my first visit to Ireland, I returned to England, having visited every 

part 
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part of Ireland, and I then made a report, in which I stated exactly the organi- 
zation I would recommend. 

72. And it was immediately carried into effect ? 

It was immediately consented to, and fully carried into effect. 

73. You found no difficulty on the part of the Government in giving effect to 
every one of the recommendations you made ? 

I may safely say that I almost never made a proposal to the Government that 
was not immediately assented to ; and without such strong support as I then 
received, it would have been quite impossible either to have reorganized the 
Revenue Police, or, with whatever force, to put down illicit distillation. 

74. When you have spoken of the suppression of illicit distillation, you wish 
it to be distinctly understood that you do not mean the entire suppression of the 
practice, but the suppression of the practice in that open, avowed and violent 
manner which you have described as existing antecedently ? 

That is my meaning. 

75. How long did you remain in Ireland? 

Upwards of nine years. 

7C. During that time had you occasion to consider whether any increased 
power, or any new organization, or any connexion between the Revenue Police 
and other authorities, would enable, it to be made more operative for the pur- 
poses for which it was instituted ? 

The Revenue Police derived great advantage from information, which informa- 
tion they obtained in various ways ; never, perhaps, so much as would have been 
desirable, but, nevertheless, information : still-hunting is one means of putting 
down illicit distillation ; but, to do that, they must search and perambulate to 
great distances : my ride was, that the Revenue Police should work during five 
services in the week, three of these services being by day, and two by night. 

77- Three days and two nights ? 

Three days and two nights, and that was very arduous ; the range of a party 
would be, back and forwards, say 20 Irish miles, and you must add one-fourth 
to that number to make them English miles ; therefore it would be 25 English 
miles ; that was a very laborious duty ; but if they obtained information upon 
which they could rely (it was very often given falsely, and from a motive), it 
saved them an enormous deal of searching, and of consequent travelling and 
hard labour. I therefore felt verj r early in my management in Ireland, that if 
I could obtain from the constabulary information of the existence of illicit dis- 
tillation, which I presumed in most cases they must be cognizant of, I should 
more effectually succeed in the object I had in view of putting down illicit dis- 
tillation, and save my men very great labour and fatigue. 1 therefore applied 
to Colonel Macgregor, who was a very great friend of mine, and, I believe, pre- 
viously to Colonel Shaw Kennedy, an equal friend' of mine, and asked that he 
would, whenever it came to his knowledge, or the knowledge of his people, have 
transmitted to me whatever information they might obtain ; it was done the 
whole time I was in Ireland, and I derived very great advantage from it. I have 
in my pocket now some papers in relation to that subject. 

78. What are those papers ? 

They are not papers I could put in ; however, I did apply to Colonel Mac- 
gregor, and I also applied to Lord St. Germans, then the Chief Secretary for 
Ireland, on some occasion when I had come over on public business ; I saw him 
at the Irish Office ; I showed him all my reasons for wishing to obtain this aid 
from the constabulary ; he saw it in the light I wished him to see it in, and he 
issued an order upon it ; and the result was, that the Inspector-general, Colonel 
Macgregor, received this order : “ It having been strongly represented to Govern- 
ment that it would very much facilitate the due enforcement of the revenue laws 
if the constabulary were directed to give immediate information of the localities 
where their infringement prevails, as well as to afford effectual protection to the 
excise officers in the discharge of their duties, their Excellencies wish that 
orders should be issued with as little delay as possible to this, effect: 1st, that 
the officers of the force, and 1 ead or other constable in command of stations, 
shall communicate confidentially to you, for transmission to Lieutenant-colonel 

(262. l.) b 2 Brereton, 
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Brereton, any indication they may observe of illicit distillation in malting, to bo 
reported in the most minute manner as to local particulars ; and, 2dly, that 
when called upon, the force shall give effectual protection to excise, officers in 
the discharge of their duties.” Colonel Macgregor immediately complied with 
the directions ; and the whole time I was in Ireland I received, in the form of 
returns, which had been previously sent to him, and transmitted from him to 
me, returns, not alone telling me where there were, indications of illicit distilla- 
tion, but likewise where they felt there was an absence of it. But there was 
another point upon which I was in communication with the Government, and 
likewise with Colonel Macgregor, and that was the suppression of sliebcenism 
in Ireland, or the sale of spirits in houses not licensed to sell spirits. This is 
addressed to Colonel Macgregor : “ I send you the amended document as to 
illicit distillation, &c. ; I have been receiving lately unusually frequent state- 
ments of attacks made upon parties of Revenue Police, in the execution of their 
duties, and in all cases by gangs of fellows congregated at and around shebeen 
houses, which, as you know, is the term used for houses in which spirits are sold 
without license; and I have almost every day before me applications from 
magistrates and resident landlords to put down by the Revenue Police these 
houses. They state most truly that shebeenism is the. greatest of all the evils 
of this country ; in fact, it is the cause of most of the crimes committed, for in 
these unlicensed houses plans for outrages and murders are arranged. But the 
Revenue Police, even if their numbers were ten times what tiny arc, have no 
legal power to deal with the question ; the Revenue Police can only act under 
the Excise laws”— those Excise Acts are 1st & 2d Will. 4, c. 55, and 7tli 
& 8th Geo. 4, c. 53 — “ and these, contain no such power. Nevertheless, I con- 
stantly strain the law, but can make no impression. The Excise Act gives 
power to seize spirits which are illicitly distilled, or c potteen it gives also 
a power to seize legally distilled spirits in any quantity which exceeds a gallon, 
if unaccompanied by a permit. Now, in the various reports of searches made 
in shebeen houses, I do not remember a single instance of illicit spirits having- 
been found ; and although duty-paid spirits are always met with, yet the quantity 
never amounts to one gallon ; the vessel containing it, like the widow’s cruse, 
being, however, never dry ; the Revenue Police return, therefore, baffled, and 
having done nothing. But an Act was passed at the. close of the Session of 
1836, which was expressly enacted to meet this evil of shebee.nisnt ; it is the 
6th & 7th Will. 4, c. 38,” which has been subsequently repealed. But an Act 
still more stringent was passed on the 24th of August 1839, the 2d & 3d of 
Viet. c. 79, which remedies certain defects in the. former Act. “ Now, this Act 
gives to magistrates and the constabulary very strong powers, in fact, to the? 
constabulary, as the principal officers of that force are magistrates ; it first enacts 
that no licenses are to be granted for sale of spirits, &c., but on certificates of 
good character from the chief constables, thus enabling them to know precisely 
who are and, by consequence, who are not, licensed in their districts ; and bv 
the 17th section it gives power to enter suspected houses to search for spirits ; 
and if there be reasonable grounds for suspecting that spirits are sold without 
license, spirits in any quantity found may be seized ; and further, by the 1 8th 
section of the Act any person suffering spirits to be consumed (whether sold or 
not) in these shebeen houses may be fined in the sum of two pounds.” That was 
found practically, unless acted upon with very great discretion indeed, to be yen- 
oppressive, because any gentleman who gave you a glass of wine was clearly 
hable under that Act, so that it was repealed. 



79. Are the Committee, then, to understand that it is your opinion that the 
duty of suppressing those shebeen houses is a municipal duty that may fairly be 
tin-own, and is by law thrown, upon the constabulary rather than upon the 
Revenue Police 1 



The evil of shebeenism is wholly a municipal one ; it is not in any wav a fiscal 
one; on the contrary, the sale of spirits in unlicensed houses increases the 
of . the Excise, inasmuch as all spirits sold in a shebeen house are regularly 
distilled spirits, because, in using only legally distilled spirits, the persoii^sellin'o- 
them avoids the penalties of the Excise Acts. Moreover, there is a decided 
pecuniary advantage in selling only legally distilled spirits ; the legal distiller 
in order to proride for evaporation, alwaj’-s, in Ireland, raises his spirits to 25 per 
cent, above proof. The illegal distiller, from the rudeness of his apparatus, and 
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the rapidity with which he is obliged to perform his operation, never raises his 
spirits higher than 1 2 per cent, below proof ; consequently he may throw out 37 
parts out of 100, fill it up with water, and lie then brings the legal spirit to the 
same strength, and thus it is as saleable as the potteen; therefore I think the 
Legislature was wise in making it wholly the duty of the constabulary to deal 
with sheheemsm m Ireland, and give no power whatever to the Revenue Police 
to deal with it except where the laws of the Excise are infringed which thev 
never are. 3 



SO. Are you not aware that although the actual distillation of illicit spirit is 
confined within the districts in which the greater amount of your force was 
Inland ^ ^ >ract * ce esta bhshing shebeen houses is general throughout all 

There are no ten square miles of Ireland that have not a shebeen house. 

8 1 . Therefore, independently of all other considerations, if the Revenue Police 
were relied upon for the suppression of shebeen houses, would not it require the 
extension of the Revenue Police over the whole surface of Ireland ■ 

I calculated that point very nicely, and I found that unless the Revenue Police 
which is under 1,100 men were increased to between 3,000 and 4,000, and their 
attention almost exclusively directed to that point, it would be quite impossible 
that they could put down sliebeenism. . 

82. Earl of IVkAlow.] Are there not officers called gaugers established in most 
parts of Ireland ? 

Yes. 



83. Do you consider those gaugers as part of your Revenue Police ? 
No. 

84. They are a separate body altogether ? 

Yes. 



85. Chairman, j From, your knowledge of the gaugers, and your knowledge of 
their numbers, do you think it would he possible for the gaugers themselves, with- 
out the active assistance of the constabulary, to suppress the shebeen houses r 

They have by law no power to deal with them in any way ; they may go into 
a house and search, and they may find spirits, three-fourths of a gallon and 
three-fourths of the odd one-fourth of the spirits existing, and they must leave, 
it on the spot. 

86. If a gauger entered into a house, and found, under the law as it stands, 
that there had been a sale of spirits in that house without a license, is it not at 
once the duty and obligation of the gauger to prosecute that man ? 

I am not able to say, I think not. 

87. Have there been any difficulties felt with respect to the Revenue Police 
by reason of any reluctance or refusal of the constabulary to escort revenue 
prisoners to gaol ? 

On that first occasion of my inspection of the country with a view to recom- 
mending the. sort of reorganization that I thought necessary, I visited Bally- 
castle, a station in the county of Mayo ; I found a party preparing to escort a 
prisoner to the gaol of Castlebar ; (all Excise offenders who are convicted must 
be lodged in the gaol of the county in which the offence was committed). To 
take that prisoner to Castlebar, implied a journey of 70 English miles there and 
back ; but if the constabulary had been charged' by the magistrate to escort the 
prisoner to the gaol, they would have had only to travel probably 12 miles, 
because they might have passed the prisoner from station to station, and so’ 
have done the thing very easily, in fact scarcely more than within their dailv 
range. 

88. Supposing the Revenue Police were obliged in such a case as that to 
escort prisoners to a distant gaol, must not it have inevitably disorganized the 
whole of your arrangements in the distribution of that force, and left the revenue 
exposed to the dangers incident upon a want of protection ? 

That would have been the case, and was the case, probably, in that very 
district, because, from economical motives, the parties upon the average were 
only 13 men ,* one man must be left in the barrack to take care of it ; two men 
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C °K- B ir r Ttr C A B '' wouW lia ™ t0 g0 with tlle P risoller to the gaol of the county, wherever that 
K.H., R.H.A. j, ej i, owever distant, and the remainder would be too few to cope with the 

15th July 1853. U!icit distillers. 

89. You stated that in the Revenue Police which preceded yours, the cases 
were not unfrequent of violent collisions between them and the peasantry, and 
loss of life ensuing; are you able to inform the Committee whether abettor 
spirit was the consequence of the more, perfect discipline and organization that 
you introduced ? 

When I saw the Chancellor of the Exchequer in Ireland, and told him I was 
then prepared to return, and put into effect the organization that had been 
assented to by him, or by the Treasury, he put into my hands, I think, seven 
cases of collisions between the then parties of the Revenue Police and smugglers, 
of which two were loss of life on the part of the smugglers; and he desired that 
I would investigate and give my opinion upon them when I got to Dublin, and 
had the time to do so : I did examine and inquire into those eases, and I could 
not hut feel that, in perhaps all the cases, the collision had arisen from two 
causes ; first, the total ignorance of the use of arms, and the total want of 
discipline of the parties ; and, secondly, total ignorance of what was called 
danger, and how that danger might he most sensibly avoided. There was one 
case in the county of Carlow, if I do not mistake, at a village near Naas ■ an 
officer of the Revenue Police had made a detection of illicit malt, and he went 
with Ills sergeant to find a cart to carry it to his station ; in the meantime his 
men were in the streets of the village: a stone was thrown from one of the. 
houses, and without any order the men all levelled their muskets at the houses 
fired, and killed a poor woman who was seated at the fire cooking potatoes ■’ 
that I called a cold-blooded murder, and felt it to he so, and could not hut 
report it almost in that sense : such was the effect of the want of the. knowledge 
of the use of arms, and the want of discipline and want of obedience ; they had 
no business to fire without an order from their superior : such was the state of 
the Revenue Police as I found it. 



90. Are not the powers of the Revenue Police infinitely greater than the 
powers which are conceded by a law to the civil authority, the constabulary 
with respect to arms, or breaking into bouses ? ' ’ 

I do not quite know the powers of the constabulary ; but I know the powers 
ot the Revenue Pohce were most stringent indeed, and such as, if conceded to 
people who could not judiciously exercise them, must be productive of very 
serious consequences When I went to Ireland, it was constantly said to me 

Colonel Brereton, I do assure you this force which you came to command is 
more dangerous to the community than useful to the interests of the revenue.” 

., 91 : p ave “ ot the Revenue Police the power of acting without the presence of 
the civil magistrate i 1 “ 

So much so, that they never require a civil magistrate to legalize their pro- 
ceedings ; that is given under one of the Excise Acts. 

92. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] Are not the powers of the Revenue Police the 
same as are given to all Excise officers ? 

Wholly the same. 



4S.S” ^ditional powers hut those which arc conferred upon 

No additional powers ; but they would not be acting legally unless they had 
these powers. I have already stated myself that I had to submit to receive a 
gauger s commission, m order to make me a legal agent. 



94. Earl of Jl'icklow.^ Were you 
duty took place, in the year 1842 ? 
Yes. 



in Ireland at the time when the increased 



. ®?’ Dili ■ J V°~ e *T e ’ in cons equence of that increased duty, any greatincrease 
in the private distillation ? - y b 

I should be obliged to refer to returns to give a precise answer to that 

ttm tendenm^to illicit SSflSta* ° f ’ iu * ™' ld — ^crease 



96. I want 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON EXTENDING THE FUNCTIONS OF THE CONSTABULARY IN IRELAND. 15 

96. T want to know whether you found that, in consequence of that increase Col. Brent on , C.B,, 

any great increase took place in the duty that your force had to perform ? K.H., R.I1.A. 

Certainly there was ; I felt it necessary to use increased exertions to , 7T~ 
prevent it. ' r jtl, July . 85 a - 

97. Was the force in the state of organization to which you had brought it 
at that period ? 

Yes. 

98. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] Did you think that the force you had at your 
command w r as sufficient even to put down that increased amount of illicit 
distillation ? 

I felt that there were required great additional exertions then ; I should have 
been very glad to have had an increase of the force, only that I made it a point, 
if it were possible, not to recommend any additional outlay ; it would have been 
more convenient if it had been increased by one-third, because of the increased 
tendency to illicit distillation which must necessarily arise from the increased 
duty, inasmuch as a bushel of grain will make two gallons of spirits, and the 
bushel of barley may be worth 6 

99. Earl of Wic/eloze.] Had the order emanated from Colonel Macgregov to the 
constabulary to give you the aid that you found to be wanted at that period 
when the duty was raised ? 

The order was dated September the 19th, 1842. 

100. In fact, that order was most likely issued in consequence of the probability 
of increased duty upon the part of the force ? 

No, I think that was not the case ; for I had been for years trying to carry 
that point, and I did it finally by a conversation with Lord St. Germans, in the 
Irish Office here ; he saw it exactly as I did, and he sent that order to Colonel 
Macgregor. 

101. You found very great benefit from that order? 

I did : in short, if the Constabulary wo" 1 ' 1 assist the Revenue Police in this 
way, by giving information (confidentially, ot course), where the illicit distilla- 
tion exists, and if they would consent to escort the Revenue Police prisoners 
convicted before magistrates to the gaol of the. county, I think that they 
would, perhaps, render ah the assistance that reasonably ought to be asked of 
them. 

102. They do now afford that assistance, do they not ? 

No ; they will not escort the prisoners of the Revenue Police, as 1 hear ; but 
at the same time I should say, it is a subject that I have not thought of since 
I came home from China : I have heard Colonel Macgregor feels that he cannot 
act in the suppression of shebeenism. 

103. Is that from the existing state of the law, do you mean, or from any 
apprehension of its being injurious to his force ? 

No, from an ill-conceived defect in one of the Acts of Parliament. 

104. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] Are the Committee to understand, when you 
state that the Revenue Police cannot have the assistance of the constabulary, 
that it is in consequence of the indisposition of the constabulary to render that 
assistance, or that, according to the existing law, their services cannot be given in 
aid of the Revenue Police ? 

The Constabulary Act prescribes that they shall not perform certain duties in 
aid of the collection of the Queen’s revenue, levying fines, and other things that 
I do not recollect ; but it would be a very constrained construction, I think, to 
consider an escort of the Queen’s prisoners to a county gaol for any infringement 
of Her law, to be acting in contravention of the Act of Parliament. 

105. Is not it the business of the constabulary to aid the magistrates in the 
enforcement of any of the laws of the country except the revenue ? 

They consider, I believe, the escort of a prisoner convicted for a revenue 
offence to be an aid in the collection of the revenue. 

106. Viscount Gf inning. In reference to the case at Ballycastle, mentioned 
in vour report of 1836, did you make any representation at that time to the 

(262. l.) b4 Irish 
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Irish Government suggesting that the police should be authorized to assist you. 
in forwarding your prisoners to gaol r 
I did. 

107- What was the result of that application- 

It was not followed by any order to escort the prisoners. 

108. Was the result such as to leave you under the impression that the objec- 
tion lay in the law, or with the police authorities ? 

I wish to convey this point to the Committee, that it may be that they consider 
that the. escort of a prisoner convicted of a revenue offence to gaol, may come 
under that clause of their Act which provides for levying fines under judgments 
upon the Excise Acts. 

109. But that was not stated to you as an impediment to complying with 
your suggestion ? 

I do not think it was. 

110. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] What answer was made to your represen- 
tation ? 

It was when I first went round Ireland to consider how the force should be 
reorganized, and one of the suggestions I made was, that the constabulary 
should be enjoined to escort our revenue prisoners, and I do not think any 
notice was taken of it ; the result I know was a failure. 

111. Viscount Canning.'] Was this one of the few suggestions you made to 
the Government that was not acted upon ? 

Yes; in every case where the reorganization was concerned, my recommen- 
dation was at once acted upon. 

112. And up to the time of your leaving Ireland, the same mode of escorting 
prisoners to gaol continued, namely, that their escort was entirely composed of 
the Revenue Police r 

Wholly. 

113. Chairman.] Was that invariable, or were there not many districts in 
which assistance was given by the constabulary for the escort of prisoners ? 

I do not recollect any. 

114. Earl of Wicklow.] When you proposed that the constabulary should 
give aid in the escort of prisoners, did you, as a matter of course, conceive, in the 
first, instance, they must be taken before the magistrates, in order to have the 
magistrates’ authority for their committal ? 

Yes ; they were men convicted of infringement of the revenue laws, and at 
once committed to gaol from the Court; and I felt, and stated repeatedly 
afterwards, that that difficulty might be overcome, because the magistrate could 
insert in the warrant very easily the name of the constable who was to take 
him. I think I was asked whether any steps were taken to obtain that assist- 
ance on the part of the authorities ; I believe repeated representations were 
made in consequence of that suggestion of mine. I am perfectly sure that 
repeated representations were made to obtain that aid. 

115. Viscount Hutchinson.'] Could you give us the year in which that repre- 
sentation was made r 1 

1 believe it to have been made in the year 1836, when I went first round 
Ireland. Every paper upon public subjects is kept in the office in Dublin, with 
my suggestions. 

116. Chairman .] And I presume those papers are accessible, if the Committee 
call for them ? 

Clearly ; you will find among the papers that very representation that I made, 
and the date of it. 

117- Lord Ponsonby.] Did you ever receive any official answer, stating 
whether the authorities considered the constabulary were right in refusing to 
escort revenue prisoners ? 

No. 

i 18. They never expressed any opinion upon the subject to sanction the 
refusal J 

No, not to my remembrance. 

119. Chairman.]. 
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119. Chairman.] It is your opinion that, in respect of the suppression of the 
shebeen houses, and also in respect of the escort of prisoners, it is highly 
important that the services of the constabulary should be given r 

I think so, decidedly. 

120. And that without such co-operation it would be impossible, in those 
parts of Ireland where the. Revenue Police are not stationed in any force, to 
execute the law ? 

To execute the law as respects shebeenism. 

121. Has it occurred to you whether it would be desirable to combine, the 
constabulary with the Revenue Police, for revenue purposes, to those sendees of 
the police which more peculiarly relate to the revenue, than purposes affecting 
the general peace ? 

I think it would be the most fatal measure that could be devised : it would 
be a divided authority to begin with. The Revenue Police is devoted exclu 
sively to one object, which is the suppression of an evil peculiar to Ireland, 
namely, illicit distillation carried on in a turbulent manner ; but as regards the 
protection of the spirit revenue in Ireland, which in my time amounted to 
2,000,000 1. sterling a year, that was my criterion for forming a judgment 
of whether the Revenue Police, had really performed their duties effectually 
during a given period. I always examined the returns of the Irish revenue, and 
if I found it had fallen off in ever so slight a degree, I formed the conclusion 
that there had been some negligence, and, in consequence, thought it necessary 
to proceed to more stringent measures in the ordering of the operations of the 
Revenue Police. But to put down illicit distillation, it is not sufficient to act; 
upon information: that would be very simple and very easy, and anybody 
could perform it ; but they must still hunt, which is an art ; that is, they must 
search in localities where such things are easily concealed ; and, as I have 
stated, I found it necessary that they should perambulate during three days and 
two nights in the week ; that the constabulary could not by possibility perform 
compatibly with them other duties. There is another point I would wish to 
mention, which is, that in Ireland, so long as a person is employed in the execu- 
tion of that which is strictly his own duty, he is never molested. No Judge in 
Ireland, however severe his sentence upon the criminal may have been, is ever 
attacked there. A barrister who has to urge, in the strongest terms, the con- 
viction of a prisoner, may freely pass from the court in the worst districts in 
Ireland, and nobody ever dreams of molesting him. I have gone alone through- 
out Ireland myself, and everybody knew who I was ; and singularly enough, but 
I do not know how it was, from the moment I quitted my office in Dublin, it 
went all over the country I was going to inspect the corps. But I have been in 
the most secluded spots alone, and never found the least molestation. Upon 
one occasion I felt really that I might, have been in some danger. I heard 
myself abused for some act that I had been obliged to perform, in bringing a 
case before the Exchequer. I was in a boat, crossing the Mulray waters : it 
was a crazy boat, and I was obliged to bale the water out with an old hat. They 
were abusing Colonel Brereton. I noticed a house, and I said, “ Whose house is 
that ?” it was rather a better kind of house for that remote district, Fannet 
Donegal, which is the most turbulent of all the localities in Ireland. The boat- 
man said it belonged to Rothery. I said, “ Did not he get into some trouble 
about some stills at work ?” “ Yes and then they commenced immediately 
abusing that savage Colonel Brereton. When we got into the middle of the 
stream, I said, “ Do you know who I am, my lads r” “ No, your honour.” 
“ Well, but,” I said, “ guess.” “ May be you will be the captain of the steamer 
that has just come off the coast.” The steamer I had got for the suppression of 
illicit distillation in the west of Ireland. I said, " No ; guess again.” At last 
I said, “ I am Colonel Brereton ; you have nothing to do hut to scuttle the 
boat, and you will get rid of this tyrant.” “ Long life to your honor ; I would 
not hurt a hair of your honor’s head, sure ; if you did not "do it, another would.” 
Then if the constabulary were directed to perform a duty which they have not 
hitherto performed, and which I maintain it would be impossible, compatibly 
with their other duties, to do, I say that there would be such an outbreak upon 
the question of illicit distillation in Ireland, as would really be highly fatal. 
Therefore, I think it would be a most unfit measure to amalgamate the two 
forces. The Revenue Police, when I quitted it (I know nothing of it since), was 

(262. i.) C the 
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the finest light infantry regiment — for it amounted to about a regiment — 1 had 
ever seen ; and I would willingly take it as I left it, as a regiment upon service, 
with the most perfect confidence in their performance of their duty. 

122. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] After what you have stated, if it were, to be 
assigned to the constabulary as part of their duty that they should execute part 
of those duties that are performed now by the Revenue Police, would there be 
that feeling on the part of the people towards them which would make it diffi- 
cult for them to perform their duty ? 

It would take a great many years before the people woidd be convinced that 
it was the legitimate duty of the constabulary to suppress illicit distillation ; 
but I also maintain it would be incompatible, with their other duties. They 
could not still-hunt; they could not for three days and two nights in the week 
perambulate to distances such as are necessary to find stills. 

123. Are not the constabulary distributed in every small locality in Ireland? 

Yes. 

124. And is not the consequence of that that they must have a pretty con- 
siderable and accurate and clear knowledge of the circumstances of the parish 
or the district in which they reside ? 

There is no doubt of their knowledge of and where the illicit distillation exists 
in many instances. 

125. You say there is no doubt of their knowledge of and where illicit dis- 
tillation exists ; haring, then, that knowledge, if it was part of their duty to in-e- 
vent the violation of the Excise Laws, would not they be better qualified to 
perform those duties than the Revenue Police, who are more, widely extended, 
and have not such an accurate and close knowledge of the particular districts ? 

The Revenue Police do obtain information from other sources than from 
the constabulary ; but it would be an addition to their information if the consta- 
bulary would give it, and therefore would add to the efficiency of the Revenue 
Police. 

126. Earl of Wick! 010. Do not you think that if it were generally known in 
the country, more particularly in those portions of the country where private dis- 
tillation has hitherto prevailed, that an order was given to the police to suppress 
it whenever it could be discovered, that the knowledge of that fact in the minds 
of the people would tend to prevent their erecting those stills ? 

Illicit distillation is carried on in very secluded situations, and the great object 
of an illicit distiller is to evade detection ; and I do not think that that disposi- 
tion would be lessened because one armed force has taken the duty so effectually 
performed by another armed force. 

127. You have stated, from the position in which the constabulary are 
located in the country, they must have a knowledge of and where private dis- 
tillation prevails ; do you not believe that the people themselves would very soon 
be aware that the constabulary must know where they carry on 'that private 
distillation ? 

I have no doubt that even now the people are aware that, the constabulary 
often know where illicit distillation prevails. 

12S. Do not the people, now believe that the constabulary have no right to 
interfere with that private distillation ? 

It may be so. 

120. Then, supposing it were well known to them that the constabulary had 
orders to suppress it, either by immediate information or by acting themselves 
in suppressing it, would not that have a tendency to prevent those people carry- 
ing it on ? 

It would require a very long period for the constabulary to become acquainted 
with the manner in which this still-hunting duty should be performed. 

] 30. T am not speaking of still-hunting ? 
iihout still-hunting 1 defy you to put down illicit distillation in Ireland. 

131. You have said that, from the position the constabulary are placed in, 
thev mast naturally have an accurate knowledge of when that illicit distillation 
is carried on r 

I have. 
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I have probably stated that in very strong terms, without actually meaning 
that the}' always know of all the distillation ; but in very many cases I think 
that they do or ought to know where illicit distillation prevails ; and I can bv 
no means understand why a force that for years has been devoted especially to 
that purpose, and has succeeded in effecting that object, should have that duty 
delegated to another force, and which duty would be badly performed for a lone 
period. 5 

132. Lord Stanley of Alderley.J Are the Committee to understand that, in 
your opinion, the constabulary in many instances possess more accurate know- 
ledge of where the distillation is carried on than even the Revenue Police ? 

No, I do not mean that. 

133. Have' you not mentioned that you obtained valuable information from 
the. constabulary : 

Yes ; because, the Revenue Police, as I have stated, have two modes of deal- 
ing with illicit distillation : one is searching and finding it, and the other is 
obtaining information of where it exists, and where it had not been previously 
known. 

134. Which information, you say, they frequently receive from the con- 
stabulary ? 

Yes. 

135. Would not it appear that the persons possessed of accurate information 

0 f the places where this illicit distillation takes place, would, if they were autho- 
rized by the Government of the country to pursue this illicit distillation, be the 
best persons to carry into execution the measures for putting it down ? 

The constabulary amount in Ireland to something less than 13,000 men ; but 
even with 13,000 men, in order to perform their municipal duties, they have to 
cover the -whole surface of Ireland, and when subdivided with that object, the 
parties become very few in number comparatively. Their parties would be all too 
small to cope with illicit distillation. Now, as to the Revenue Police, although 

1 think too few in number, I might have had more if I had urged it, because, as 
I have stated, I never found the slightest difficulty on the part of the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer and the Treasury to concede anything I showed them was 
necessary for the public sendee ; but I wished, if possible, by means of great 
exertions, to supply that which might have been done by an increased number 
of parties ; but still, small as they were, 13 on the average, I considered them 
always sufficient for self-protection. 

136. Would it not be very easy at any moment to increase the amount of 
constabulary which were on any one spot, where it was supposed illicit distilla- 
tion was going on ? 

It would certainly be easy to increase the constabulary if a law were obtained 
for that purpose ; but I think it would be a much wiser measure to increase the 
Revenue Police to the extent that might be considered necessary to deal with 
illicit distillation. 

1 3 7 • Lord Ponsonbi/.] Since the suppression of illicit distillation, what have 
been the very great duties of the Revenue Police ? 

Although the illicit distillation may have been suppressed, if the slightest 
relaxation of still-hunting were to take place, you would have the whole of Ire- 
land, or at least certain localities, at once become infested. 

138. Would not it be possible for the constabulary to exercise such a system 
of watchfulness as to know where stills were about to be erected, as they are 
now almost entirely at an end ? 

1 cannot answer for that; I do not know the rules and manner of operation 
of the constabulary at all. 

139. Chairman.] Is not an Irish still a very portable and cheap article? 

Yes. 

140. And transferred in a single night from one place to another? 

Very often ; it is about the size of a drummer’s drum. 

141. What is the cost of it ? 

A few shillings ; I dare say about 7 s. 

(232. i.) c 2 142. Now, 
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142. Now, you stated in the previous portion of your evidence, that one-third 
of the whole of your force was allocated to the comity of Donegal ? 

I so appointed them ; but they may have been changed since. 

143. But, assuming that to continue at the present time, what number would 
that give you in the county of Donegal ? 

In round numbers you may say the force consisted of 1 ,000 men, officers 
and men. 

144. Now, the constabulary force in tbe county of Donegal is limited to !/(>, 

I mean the Parliamentary number and establishment ? 

Yes. 

145. Do you think that constabulary force in Donegal could he applicable 
efficiently to suppress illicit distillation ? 

A hundred and seventj r -six men could do nothing. 

146. Earl of Wicklow. ~\ Your force being located in certain parts, say of the 
county of Donegal, where private distillation originally most prevailed, and that 
force having succeeded in keeping it under generally over the country, suppose 
an event, such as the increasing of the duty, gave a new impulse or desire on the 
part of the people to renew the system of private distillation, do you believe or 
do you not, that tbe knowledge in that country of tlie fact that the constabulary 
had received orders to aid, as far as possible, in the suppression of private distil- 
lation, would have the effect of preventing a revival of the system ? 

It would be possible for the constabulary to keep illicit distillation under, 
under those circumstances, and in that locality, but in doing so they must wholly 
abandon their other municipal duties : the two duties are incompatible, and 
they could not perforin both ; it would be impossible to keep illicit distillation 
under, except through the means of still-hunting, and the still-liunting would 
take the whole of the men’s time. 

14/. My question was not as to putting it down if it did arise ; hut what 1 
asked you was this, whether you did not think that the knowledge that there 
was this additional force spead as it is over the locality, in addition to the existing 
revenue force in that country, would have the effect of preventing its revival ? 

Not without active exertions to keep it under. 

148. You think the apprehension on the minds of the people would not have 
that effect : 

No. 

149. No moral effect? 

No moral effect. 

150. Chairma?!.] Have you not found that the very slightest circumstance, as 
a fall in the price of grain, has had an immediate effect in stimulating illicit 
distillation ? 

There would ever be an increased tendency to illicit distillation where the 
temptation was so much greater, because a bushel of barley will make two gallons 
of whisky, and a bushel of barley may be 6 . 9 . 

151. The general illicit spirit is not made from malt? 

It is mostly made from barley malted. 

152. And I believe it is also made largely from oats ? 

Yes. 

153. Now, have you not been able to find that even the state of the harvest 
and the weather acts upon illicit distillation ; and if the crop has been got in 
badly in a wet season, that there is a disposition to distil it, rather than sell it ? 

Certainly, when the harvest is had, and the grain damaged, it may still be. 
converted into whisky. 

154. Therefore, would not all those circumstances which from time to time 
go to augment the inducement and the temptation to produce illicit spirit, render 
a constant supervision necessary, even if such an object had been accomplished 
as a temporary suppression of it ? 

It would require greater exertions on the part of those, who are destined to 
suppress and keep under illicit distillation. 

155. Are 
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1 55. Are you aware that under the constabulary laws there is a Parliamentary Col. Bm-eion, C.B. 

Establishment for every county, that is, that the establishment of constabulary K - H -> RJLA - 
for every county is fixed by Act of Parliament ? " rr~ 

Yes, I am aware of that. i 5 UUuiy i»5 3. 

156. The Parliamentary Establishment for the county of Donegal being 1/6, 
and your probable establishment in Donegal exceeding 300, it would not be 
possible, under the. law as it stands, to place a force of constables in Donegal 
that would be sufficient for the purpose even if they were trained and qualified ? 

If such be the law it would be impossible. 

15/. The law provides, if an extra force, is required in a county, say for the 
county Donegal, an additional 100 for the purposes of the preservation of the 
peace, that then that additional 100 shall be supported entirely at the expense 
of the county, and not of the State. ? 

That is the case under ordinary circumstances ; the whole expense of the 
constabulary is borne by the Consolidated Fund. 

158. That is to say, the whole expense of the Parliamentary number fixed 
by law is paid by the Consolidated Fund ; any excess beyond that is shared by the 
counties ? 

Precisely. 

159. Then if the number of constables in Donegal were to be raised to the 
amount which you consider might be adequate to the suppression of illicit dis- 
tillation, would not the result be, practically, that the suppression of illicit 
distillation, and the administration of the revenue laws, would all be made a 
local charge ? 

As the prevalence, of illicit distillation would be a local offence, it would only 
be. fair that the country should be made to pay the additional expenditure, and 
the Government would probably see it in that light. 

160. It w'puld be a county expenditure : are you not aware that the practice 
of illicit distillation in some, instances, take the county of Clare for instance, pre- 
vails in particular districts of that county, and not in the other districts ? 

In the county of Clare it is so. 

161- Then, if the additional charge for constables required for the suppression 
of illicit distillation was made a county charge, would not it fall not only on the 
parts of the county where the illicit distillation prevailed, but upon other parts 
of the county where it did not prevail ? 

It would be making the innocent suffer for the guilty. 

162. You are probably aware of the effect of the still-fine system as long as 
it was in force in Ireland ? & 

Yes ; and it was upon the injustice to which you have adverted the law was 
rescinded. 



163. Viscount Hutchinson.'] I wish to draw your attention to a previous 
answer you gave ; you stated, that the two means of suppression that were em- 
ployed by the Revenue Police, were first obtaining private information, upon 
which they acted, and, secondly, still-hunting ? 

Yes. 

164. Which is going to search the county at a distance, without having- 

received any information ; going to look, in fact, for the illicit distillation 5 ° 

Yes. 



165. Supposing that the constabulary were generally ordered to assist in the 
suppression of illicit distillation, and to give information whenever it came to 
their knowledge that illicit distillation was going on. would not the still-hunting 
become unnecessary ? ° 

No -, because the great object of the distiller is to avoid the knowledge of 
where he is distilling, and therefore he more frequently succeeds than otherwise 
in concealment ; he selects the remotest spots he can find ; glens, caverns, caves 
and other places remote from habitation, where no information can be given. 



166. Has it ever come to your knowledge that the constabularv 
(262. i.) c 3 y 
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position to give information with respect to illicit distillation, and did not give 
that information ? 

I think I have believed so sometimes. 

167. Chairman .] Has that been since Lord Eliot’s letter, or before it ? 

It was before it, I think. 

168. Viscount Hutchinson.'] Have you never had reason to suspect that since 
that letter the constabulary refrained from giving information ? 

It is a matter of opinion ; I can give no proof probably ; but l think I might 
have derived more information from the constabulary than I did. 

169. Chaiman.'] Are you aware that a part of the constabulary duty is to 
patrol at night, and to patrol generally in parties of two or three at the utmost ? 

Yes, and in very short ranges. 

1/0. Suppose a party of two or three of the constabulary in a county in which 
illicit distillation had prevailed, and in which the constabulary had been employed 
in still-hunting, either singly or in combination with your force, wliat condition 
would the patrols of two or three of that constabulary be placed in at night ; do 
you think their condition would be safe ? 

I have already said that people who are. in the strict execution of that which 
is their recognized duty, in my mind, are generally safe in Ireland ; but it would 
take a great many years before the people would be convinced that it had been 
imposed upon them as their regular duty. 

171- Viscount Canning. Granting that the still-hunting is an occupation 
which it would not be desirable to assign to the constabulary, is there, any other 
mode of assisting the revenue laws you could suggest in which the constabulary 
could be used ? 

There have been a great many propositions to obtain assistance of different 
kinds from the constabulary, but not by me ; because, for the reasons I have 
given against their still-hunting and interfering with the illicit distillation, 1 
Slink it would be incompatible with the complete performance of their other 
duties. 

172. Take the case of illicit malting in mills and kilns ? 

That is part and parcel of illicit distillation. 

173. But there is this difference between that and the actual distillation, that 
the malting takes place in kilns and mills, the position of which is well known, 
which aremore or less in the district within the range of the very duties of the 
constabulary, and therefore an inspection of those places would give the con- 
stabulary much less trouble, and would be more easily executed than hunting 
for a still ? 

It might he done to this extent, where it was in the immediate neighbourhood 
of towns, and many kilns and mills are so circumstanced in Ireland ; but, unless 
tbeir parties were largely increased, that is, each individual party largely increased, 
I do not think they could do it safely elsewhere. 

174. Do you think that if that duty were entrusted to them, it would raise a 
spirit of hostility against them, such as would not be raised by the attempt to 
suppress the actual distillation ? 

I do ; till a long period had elapsed, and until the men felt it was a duty 
enjoined upon them, they would avoid it. 

1/5. "Would not there he this difference, that in looking after illicit malting, 
they would be dealing with people not of a reckless and savage disposition as 
those illicit distillers are supposed to be, but with well-to-do tradesmen ? 

They certainly are not of the same violent character that the. secret distiller 
is — not of the lawless character and turbulent disposition that the regular illicit 
distiller is. 

176. Then so far they would not irritate against their body so dangerous a 
class as they would if they were employed in still-hunting ? 

But you must recollect that in dealing with those, kilns upon which illicit malt 
is dried, the injury would be done to the illicit distiller whose property would he 
seized, and there would be a feeling on their part against them. 

177- You 
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1/7. You think you would be liable to be visited in tbe same way as if you Cul.Brerdon } C.B., 
proceeded against tbe stills ? _ 

The illicit distiller would not feel very friendly to them afterwards. 5 tb ,aly 1853 . 

178. Viscount Hutchinson .] I bebeve the greater part of tbe spirits made in 
Ireland is distilled from raw com, and not malt ? 

Always from malt. 

179. How is that malt made ? 

In a very rude way : a fellow will have a bag of corn, and throw it into a 
ditch ; I have myself seen in ditches a bag of corn steeping in the water, being 
rudely converted into malt. 

180. There is one county in Ireland in which I believe corn is illicitly malted 
to a considerable extent, not for the purpose of distillation, but for the purpose 
of sale as malt ? 

I am not aware of that. 

181. Chairman.] Practically speaking, are not the patrolling duties of the 
constabulary mainly exercised in the more populous parts of the country in the 
neighbourhood of villages, and the more-peopled parts of the country ? 

I could not answer that ; I am almost ignorant of the nature of their duties. 

182. Can you tell whether the duties of the Revenue Police in still -hunting 
are not mainly in the more remote, uninhabited, mountain parts of the country ? 

They are for the most part. 

183. Then if it should appear, upon constabulary authority, that the great use 
of their patrolling in defence of property at night, is in the more populous parts 
of the country, how would it be possible to reconcile with those duties employing 
them in the more remote, and in the mountain districts ? 

I cannot too often repeat that I consider the duties for the suppression of 
illicit distillation are wholly and entirely opposed to and incompatible with the 
duties of the constabulary ; I do not see how it is possible for the constabulary 
to remain a constabulary and at the. same time to act as a Revenue Police ; 

I do not consider the thing can be done. 

184. Earl of Wicklow.] Then you would confine their services with regard to 
their aid to the Revenue Police to the strict requirement on their part to afford 
all the information that they possibly can to the nearest revenue station, and 
the conveying of prisoners ? 

That is all I should be disposed to ask of them in the way of aid, and if given 
faithfully and zealously, it would most materially aid in keeping under illicit dis- 
tillation in Ireland. 

185. Chairman .] Did you, in the course of your duties in Ireland, frame a 
code of legislation for the government of your Revenue Police 7 

As circumstances arose, I felt it necessary to enact certain regulations during 
the nine years and upwards I was in Ireland : they were very numerous ; and 
when I quitted Ireland, or when I was about to quit Ireland, to go to my own 
duty to China, I thought it might be an assistance to my successor, who came, 
of course perfectly unacquainted with the duties he was going to perform, if 
I collected the whole of them together, and I struck out those that I found pre- 
sent circumstances no longer required. 1 collected those that I felt to be abso- 
lutely necessary, and I had them printed for his information, and here they are 
upon the table. 

186. Will you put them in r 

Yes, these are they. 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 

Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned till Monday next, 

One o’clock. 
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LORDS PRESENT: 

The Lord President. I Lord Ponsonbv. 

Viscount Canning. 

THE LORD MONTE AGLE of Brandon in the Chair. 
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MR. JASPER JOHN BARRY is called in, and examined as follows : Mr. J. J. Burry, 

] 87. Chairman.'] WHAT office do you now fill ? l8th Ju b' l8 53* 

I am second Inspector of Revenue Police. 

188. How long have you been in that service ? 

Twenty-two years. 

189. Were you in that service before its reorganization under Colonel 
Brereton ? 

I was. 

190. What position did you hold in that service ? 

Lieutenant. 

191. Will you state to the Committee in what condition the organization of 
the force was at that period ? 

It was very imperfect at that period. The whole force had hut two inspecting 
officers,, who were then called Inspectors of Revenue Police. Their visits were 
seldom, probably once a quarter, and only confined to the fact of whether there 
was any complaint on the part of the men. They did not interfere much with 
the discipline of the force, which was left under the care of the Lieutenant. It 
of course depended entirely upon the personal character of the Lieutenant 
whether his party was in good order or not ; and as regards punishment, his 
power was limited, and therefore he could not control his men. The privates 
were also old men at that time, frequently pensioners, who had been discharged 
from the army, and were of dissolute habits, and there was no established drill. 

The officers were not instructed in drill themselves, and of course, generally 
speaking, the force was very inferior to what it is now. 

192. Had you any organization at that time of subordinate rank, so as to 
make one man responsible for the conduct of another ? 

No ; the only rank was that of those two Inspectors, and the Lieutenant, 

Sergeant and Private. 

193. What extent of district is under your superintendence now ? 

I command four stations. 

194. What are those stations ? 

Carrigart is my head quarters ; the others are Rosamakill, Rathmullen and 
Creeslougli. 

195. In what counties are they r 

In Donegal. 

196. Does that district comprehend the entire of the county ? 

It does not ; it is but a small portion of the county. 

197. What force is under your command? _ 

Three Lieutenants, one Sub -officer, three Sergeants, and 45 Privates. I may 
(262. 2 .) D also 
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J. Barry, also state here, that the“Seamew” steamer is also attached to my division; 
— and, of course, the islands on the coast are under my superintendence, 
lily 1853. 

198. Ts that steamer only made use of for communication with the. islands, or 
for the transport of the police from one portion of the coast to the other ? 

For the purpose of visiting the islands. There is a party attached to the 
steamer, the Rathmullen party. 

199. What other force is there in the county of Donegal besides yours ? 

There are other divisions. 

200. How many ? 

There is the A division, the F division, and the G division, and, I think, the 
H division. Mine is the E division. 

201. And there are different stations in each ? 

Four stations in each. 

202. Are the head quarters of each of them in the county of Donegal ? 

The head quarters of the H division are in the county of Donegal. 

203. But the subordinate station of that division is in the adjoining county ? 

Grange is in the adjoining county, and the other three are in Donegal. 

204. Could you tell the Committee the entire force which is now in those 
divisions, the head quarters of which are in Donegal ? 

I cannot tell the exact number, but I think it is about 240 men that we have 
in Donegal. I am not competent to state, without reference to papers, the 
exact number employed in each county. I merely state from recollection what 
are the head quarters. I have no returns of the general distribution of the 
Revenue Police. 

205. Can you tell us the pay of those Revenue Officers ? 

The pay of a Lieutenant is 6 s. 6 d. a day, and he has also 12 1. a year lodging 
allowance ; the pay of a Sub-officer of the first class is 3 s. 6 d. a day, the second 
class is 2 s. 6 d. a day, and Sergeants 1 s. 10 A d. a day ; there are two classes of 
Privates, the first having 1 s. 5 d., and the second 1 s. 3 d. a day. 

206. Are there any allowances beyond that and their clothing '? 

They get a suit of clothing every year, and they have also rewards, which 
are uncertain in their amount, and given by the Lords of the Treasury when 
they think fit, upon the representation of the Board of Inland Revenue of any 
special duty that may have been performed. 

207- Are not the rewards paid out of the fines that are collected ? 

They are not now paid out of the fines, because of the alteration in the law ; 
the fine is paid in to the credit of Her Majesty, and a monthly return is sent 
forward of the amount, stating also the merits of the individual who has been 
accessary to the discovery, and upon that representation a sum of money is 
occasionally given by the Lords of the Treasury to the party. 

208. At the present time what judgment would you pronounce upon the 
general conduct and discipline of the corps which is under your charge r 

I think it is very perfect, both as to the constitution and as to the behaviour 
of the men. 

209. Have you any complaints of illegal acts, or acts alleged to be illegal, 
committed by the men in their intercourse with the peasantry of the country ? 

No ; I have not had anything of the kind come within my knowledge for seve- 
ral years. 

210. Were those complaints more frequent under the old organization than 
under the present ? 

I believe they were ; but I think I can state that no complaint was ever made 
of the conduct of any man under my command, except what I myself made. 

211. Beyond those matters you have stated, are barracks provided for the 
men ? 

Barracks are provided for our men. 

212. Can you tell the Committee how those rates of pay stand, as compared 
with the pay of the constabulary ? 
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The constabulary are paid rather higher ; hut there is a deduction from their 
pay on account of reward and superannuation fund, which, I believe, brings their 
pay much on a par with our men’s pay. 

213. Is there any superannuation fund in relation to your corps ? 

No. 

214. Are there not means, in the case of a deserving officer, of making pro- 
vision after his time of service has ceased ? 

Our officers are liable to the same superannuation as other civil servants. 

215. You all hold, practically speaking, Excise commissions ? 

We do. 

21(>. Do the privates hold Excise commissions? 

No. 

217- The Lieutenant and Sub-officers have an Excise commission ? 

Yes. 

218. Have the Serjeants? 

They have ; but they hold them only when placed in charge of a party, on 
account of the illness or temporary absence of the officer. 

219. Does that Excise commission which they hold give them the power, if 
they are directed to go out searching, of entering houses, and making searches 
within the houses ? 

That commission gives them all the power which is exercised by any officer of 
the Excise. 

220. Does that give you the power of breaking open any door, if you have 
reason to suspect illicit distillation is going on ? 

Not, 1 think, the outside door ; but the Act of Parliament gives us the power 
to break, or at least protects us if we break, an inside door, and if we find any- 
thing, the finding is a justification ; but 1 have always considered myself that an 
outside door should never be forced in ; I have never allowed my men to do 
that. 

221. When an Excise officer has received information that either illicit distil- 
lation is going on in a particular place, or that illicit spirits or illicit malt arc 
concealed within that place, is not there power by law of breaking the door, and 
entering and making a seizure ? 

Not unless he. first go before a magistrate, and makes an affidavit, when the 
magistrate may issue a warrant, authorizing him to break open that door, and 
then he could do so ; but we very seldom apply to magistrates, because if we 
were to do so, in the meantime the illicit goods would 1 be removed. The prac- 
tice we follow is this : we coax the person to open the door ; we even go so far 
sometimes as to insist upon, the door being opened ; we say, “ You must open 
the door ; we are the Revenue Police ; we will do you no harm ; you may as 
well do so ; it will he better for you to open the door and they generally do so. 

222. Your discipline is very strict, is not it?. 

It is. 

223. Have you had many cases of complaints, or of suspicion on your part, of 
connivance or co-oporation between your people, and the illicit distiller r 

No, never ; I have never known such a circumstance. 

224. What are your directions to your force as to their mixing up with the 
people ; . do you recommend them to mix up with the people, and become 
acquainted with them, or keep aloof ? 

They are directed to keep aloof altogether from the country people. 

225. What is the reason of that ? 

The country people are very much in the habit of watching the operations of 
the police ; and we think it necessary to keep our men apart from them, in order 
that we might he enabled to act, when required, without being observed, or 
without having our movements known by the people. 

22G. And without any risk of communication ? 

Yes, of course. 

(2(52.2.) d 2 227- Do 
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22 7. Do you think that that regulation is essential to the well-being of the 
force and its efficiency? 

I think it is absolutely necessary. 

228. Have you been engaged in your duties in the mountains frequently 
yourself ? 

About nine years I have been. 

229. Just describe to the Committee the nature of those duties ? 

We are required to march out with our parties on foot ; our men, being all 
single, live in the barracks, and have their own mess provided for them there, 
that is, their breakfast, their dinner and their supper. On going into a country 
which we suspect, we extend our men, and move forward through the mountains 
and open, country. The men direct their attention to anything which may 
excite their suspicion ; they search the ground as they go on with their ram- 
rods. 

230. For what purpose ? 

For the purpose of detecting any barrel that may he down, they generally 
v alk with the gun in one hand, and the ramrod in the other, and they search as 
they go on slowly. From, long habit they frequently observe some very slight 
trace existing to excite their suspicion, and they thereby discover concealments, 
either under rocks or hushes, or in ditches, where the smuggler has a conceal- 
ment for the purpose of making malt. 

231. Has the experience which the men have thus gained made them sharp 
and intelligent in the performance of those somewhat difficult duties ? 

Very much so ; I have been often greatly surprised at the discovery of secret 
places. 

j Within the last few years have you discovered a great 

deal of illicit distillation ? ° 

There has been a great deal discovered by my division ; not equal to former 
years. 

233. You think it does still exist to a considerable extent ? 

It does, in certain counties. 



234. Chairman.] Does the open violence that used to take place, of riotous 
bands going about the country, exist at the present time ? 

It does not. 



235. That has been completely put down ? 

So far as giving any opposition to ns is concerned, I may say that it has alto- 
gether ceased, at least in the country where I am . 

236. hi the early part of your experience, I presume you must have been 
cognizant of many attempts made at rescuing spirits or worm-heads or stills 
that were seized ? 

tVw^rT-m * u? Te °/ a § reat man y> au d I have had some experience as to 
the diihculties of that I was stationed in the county of Tipperary for some time, 
and performed a good deal of duty there. ’ 

237. Do any of those proceedings take place now ? 

placed 6 n0t teald ° f ■ a " y ’ and “ my division nothing of the kind has taken 

-„,???• Th orefore, though you are an armed force, you have had no cases of 
° No°not lately tanCe * ™“ had any necessit y for usin S your fire-arms ? 

ThelawT y ° U *£? P °™ r 0f f your fi re_arms if the ease required it ? 
of resistiT *T S 111 ° U o -T”’ If we are attaoked - ™ ba ™ the power 
law in onHushficlr any perSon shaU be we are toplejd the 

retoned S* / " SUch a case a Terdict of “ Not GW would be 
fire but for 5 J ,' Tas ° noe , atta oted in the county Tipperary, and had to 

tawffiwZfi Without any loss of life ; the people re/awajr after one of 

240. In 
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240. In wliat parts of the country do the practices of illicit distillation 
prevail ? 

I think the counties of Donegal, Mayo, Sligo and Leitrim, are the chief 
counties in which it prevails ; it partially prevails in other counties. 

241. In Tyrone? 

In Tyrone partially ; also in Galway and Londonderry very partially. 

242. As applying the question to any one of those counties, in what parts of 
the county, that is in relation to the character of the county and the inhabitants 
of the county, should you look out for the stills ? 

In the wilder parts of the county. In Donegal, the better parts of the county, 
which are about Manor Cunningham, I think are freer from illicit distillation 
than the. western and backward parts of the county. 

243. Taking those backward parts of the county as compared with the more 
improved parts, in which district is the greatest amount of population to be 
found ? 

The greater amount of population is to be found in the more improved 
parts. 

244. What are the indicia;, or what are the particular requisites of particular 
districts, which render them peculiarly available for the purposes of illicit distil- 
lation ? 

A thin population and a retired locality, and facility of water and turf. 

245. What is the cost of an illicit still in itself ? 

A tin still is what they use in Donegal ; a tin head, with a copper worm, would 
probably cost 30 s. 

246. Therefore, even if you hit upon an illicit distillery, and seized the still, 
the loss to the party would not be very great ? 

It would not be very great. 

247- Is the still in all cases the property of the distiller ? 
l£o. 

248. What arrangements are. made in order to carry on the trade by persons 
who are not the owners of the still ? 

One person is the still-owner ; he either uses it himself, or he hires it out to 
others who wish to make whisky. If the still be seized, he is in some cases the 
loser. They commonly, of course, borrow from each other ; that is the general 
practice in the country; sometimes the illicit distiller will have a still of 
liis own. 

249. Is that still easily moved from one place to another ? 

Very easily ; a man takes it on his back, and runs away with it ; and fre- 
quently escapes if lie has the start of our men, who, however, are very active in 
following him. 

250. They have other implements, coolers or kieves, as they call them ? 
Barrels. 

251. Is a barrel sufficient? 

It is all that is required. 

252. How do they conceal the barrel ? 

They conceal the barrels in the ground, either in bogs or ploughed fields. 

253. Is the barrel for the purpose of the processes of manufacture in the 
potale process, or is it for the spirit itself ? 

It is for the purpose of holding the potale, and a barrel is also used for the 
worm, in order to cool the spirit. 

254. So that it acts at once as a vat for holding the potale, and a cooler for 
converting the steam into spirit ? 

Yes ; and I may also add, that the barrels lately have been very common, and 
very easily obtained in the country, from the introduction of American flour ; a 
barrel generally sells in the country I am now r in for sixpence. 

. You have stated the cost of a still ; what would be the cost of the addi- 
tional apparatus that is necessary to set up a still ? 

I should say the -whole would be under 2 1., that is, the utensils. 

(262. 2 .) d 3 256. What 
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256. What is the spirit manufactured from, raw grain or malt, or in what 
proportions, if mixed ? 

Generally, in Donegal, it is two parts malt ; in other counties, Mayo and Lei- 
trim, it is partially from malt and from oats, or barley unmalted. 

257. Can you tell us the proportion of raw grain or malt, or both combined, 
that would yield a given quantity of spirits ? 

Twenty-eight stone of barley-malt will, I think, make 10 gallons of illicit 
spmts ; 26 stone of oats unmalted, and eight stone of barlev-malt will make the 
same quantity. 

258. Which is generally used? 

In Donegal, malt almost exclusively. 

259. In other parts of Ireland that you are acquainted with, what grain is 
used principally r 

Oats, malted and unmalted. 

260. At what price at the present time would that spirit sell ? 

About 7s. a gallon, I understand, is the current price. 

261. The spirit yielded being 10 gallons, and its value 7s. a gallon what 
would be the value of the grain that would be sufficient to realize in spirit that 

A barrel of malt contains 12 stone, I believe ; the price of barley per barrel 
is about 11. at present ; it would be, I think, about 21. 5 s. altogether. 

262. Supposing it was made of oats, what would it be ? 

I think about II. 15 s., hut I am not sure. 

263. Viscount Canning .] Is that counting the malt that it is necessary to add 
to the raw grain ? 

Yes. 

264. Lord Ponsonbg.] And would the spirit obtained from oats sell for the 
same price as the spirit obtained from malt ? 

I think not. 

265. Viscount Canning.'] What would be the price of the produce of the raw 
grain ?- 

I am not sure, as there is nothing of the kind in the county where I am ■ I 
suppose it would sell at about 1 s. a gallon under what malt-spirit would •’ it 
generally depends on the desire of the purchaser to obtain it; of course there is 
no settled price ; it all depends upon the smuggler and the purchaser agreeing 
between themselves as to what they will give. & 

266. Generally speaking, what would you estimate the materials for the pro- 
ducing that 70 s. worth of distilled spirits would cost ? 

About 21. is. in the one ease, and about 11. 1 5 s., I should say, in the other. 

267. Chairman ] Where they use malt, will yon describe how the malt is 
manufactured, and by whom ? 

The malt is made generally in an excavation ; the illicit maltster forms a place 
under ground, in which, after steeping the grain for 24 hours, he places it, turning 
it occasional^- until it has germinated to a proper state for drying ; it may remain 
10 days m the concealment; it is then removed to the kiln, which is a tempo- 
rary erection generally, formed probably of turf, in a ditch, with sticks, straw or 
sods of turf placed over, upon which the malt is laid; after being dried, it is 
removed to themffi to be ground : after grinding, it is mixed with water, called 
he i" 1 f eW S ; after brewin & it ia . m most cases, left in a state of 
v'm th , e pr0cess of “Mon « commenced, it is placed in 
the sfrll, which has been also used for brewing, and then placed on the fire ; it 
runs off what is called singlings ; the refuse of the singlings is used for feeding: 

^ are placed 

n J 6 ,LIi C - 0U ^ Witb to those different processes of steeping 

“artKme 6118 “ d d ° ** teke 

They do not always take place in the same spot, but generally in the vicinity. 

269. Is 
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269. Is it not necessary that the grinding should take place in a very different 
spot from that in the mountains in which the distilling takes place ? 

They must bring it to a neighbouring mill, the mountain-mills, which are 
common in the country ; they remove it there ; in Donegal the practice is to 
remove it on horse-back. 

270. Therefore that part of the process probably takes place in a more civi- 
lized district of the county, and more under the eye of the authorities than the 
other ? 

It does. 

27 1 . Chairman.'] Do they ever grind the malt in the mountain hand-mills that 
they call querns 1 

I have heard of them being used ; I never saw them. 

272. Are those mills small, out-of-the-way establishments, or do those illicit 
distillers send to the great millers to have their malt ground? 

They send it to the small retired mills ; they are small establishments gene- 
rally, in retired places, and carried on on a much less scale than what your 
Lordships may have generally seen. 

273. Are those mills registered, or are there any means that the Revenue 
Police possess of knowing where the mills are situated beyond the result of their 
own observation ? 

I may say the mills are all registered, for they are fixed establishments, which 
we have the power of requiring the owner to register ; but the kilns are not 
registered. 

274. But are not the kilns required to he registered by law ? 

All kilns are required by law to he registered; but these an temporary erec- 
tions, and we are not aware who the owners are ; we therefore throw them down 
where wc meet with them, which is done in a few minutes, and probably they 
will be built up again when the owners require them, and that may be done in a 
few hours. 

276. Those kilns are as simple in themselves as the still you have described as 
being only worth 30 s. ? 

They are merely sods of turf placed round in a circle to a certain height, and 
they place a hearth underneath for the fire, and there, are a few branches of 
trees or something placed over, and sods placed over that, upon which they lay 
the malt. 

276. Does not the smoke of those operations sometimes afford you a guitle in 
the discovery of the stills ? 

It does ; sometimes we are. led by that. 

277. Viscount Cunning.] The mills that you speak of as being smaller than 
we probably suppose are still near a road of some sort t 

They are generally near the roads. 

278. And more or less within the patrol of the constabulary ? 

They are ; they are all known to the constabulary, I should sav, as well as to 
ourselves. 



279. Is it the. practice of the Revenue Police to inspect those mills from time 
to time, and call the owners to account for anv malt that may be found there for 
grinding ? 

It is ; we have strict orders frequently to visit those mills, and see that nothing 
illicit is in them. 6 



28°. And, generally speaking, are you able, if you find malt in the possession 
ot the miller for grinding, to get a satisfactory account of whose it is, and how it 
came there ? 

■ ■ bi 6 , la w enabl<!s us to prosecute the miller unless he declares who the owner 
is ; it he declares the owner, he is thereby exempt ; if he do not declare it, we 
can punish him. 



wril 8 b f S the ?V anything in that course of examination that might not be as 
as yourselves ' ° ther ° ffi ° erS n0t S0 immediately connected with the Excise 

m.2.r s ' D4 
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I think it would he quite possible for the constabulary to inspect the. mills, 
probably with greater effect than we do. 

282. Why so ? 

We are, for the most part, employed on peculiar duty in the mountains ; and' 
during our absence from station, or from the place where this mill is, the smug- 
gler can avail himself of the opportunity, and can carry his grain to the mill, and 
have it ground, being aware that our party is employed in a different direction. 

283. Whereas if lie knew that another party, whose duty it was to be near the 
spot, from time to time, was not so employed, lie would not venture to do so ? 

He would not venture to do so, because the power of discoveiy would be so 
much greater. 



284. The same does not apply to drying in the kiln r 

I should think it does apply to the drying in the kiln in a great measure. 

285. Are the unregistered kilns generally set up in out-of-the-way parts of the 
county ? 

In rather out-of-the-way places ; but they may be in the neighbourhood of a 
constabulary station. 

286. Assuming that the constabulary police, in the course of their patrolling, 
came across an unregistered kiln, and which they knew to be unregistered, there 
would be no reason why they should not destroy it, as well as the Revenue 
Police ? 

I think not. 

28/. Has it been their practice to do so ? 

No. 

288. Chairman .] Are you aware of the Act of Parliament that prevents their 
interfering ? 

I am in doubt as to that, whether there is any law which prohibits their inter- 
fering in illicit distillation : I am not aware there is any prohibitory clause. 

289. You are not familiar with the Constabulary Acts ? 

No, lam not ; but then it requires an absolute power to be conferred upon any 
person, by Act of Parliament, to enable them to seize. 

290. Are you not aware there have been two Acts passed which restrain the 
constabulary upon this subject ? 

No ; I had some conversation with an officer in Dublin, and he told me he had 
looked over the Acts, and he could not find any prohibitory clause. My impres- 
sion was there was such a clause. 



291- With respect to the sale of those spirits, are there many shebeen houses in 
the county of Donegal selling without license ? 

I think there are a good many, and generally throughout Ireland. 

292. All over Ireland ? 

All over Ireland. 



293. Do those houses sell licensed spirits or illicit spirits, generally speaking ? 

Generally, where illicit distillation is going on, they sell illicit spirits. 

294. With respect to those illicit houses, are they not very numerous, within 
your own knowledge and observation ? 

They are numerous in the county Donegal. I frequently have reason to suspect 
that certain houses carry on that trade, and I direct my party, when passing by, 
to search them ; but, generally speaking, we do not wish to detain our men too 
much upon that duty, as it distracts their attention, which ought to be more 
peculiarly directed to the mountains, and to places where distillation is actually 
going on. 

295. Independently of distracting their attention, would not it also give notice 
of their approach, and enable the distillers to be on their guard ? 

It would, and it would detain the party on the road. 

296. If those shebeen houses could be effectually suppressed, do you not con- 
sider that it would be a very great check to the sale of illicit spirits ? 

It would, certainly. 

297. Is 
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297- Is not that a duty that you consider the constabulary force could effici- 
ently and usefully perform ? 

I think the constabulary force could quite put down the sale of illicit spirits in 
Ireland. 

298. And is it not part of the duty which they are required to perform to look 
after the illicit sale of spirits, and the keeping of unlicensed houses ? 

I believe they have such orders; but I think the law does not authorise, at 
present, the constable, or the person who is in charge of the station, to do so : it 
authorizes the Sub-Inspector or Chief Constable of Police to do so. 

290. But do you consider that it would be quite safe and prudent to give that 
power to any officer under the rank you have stated ? 

I think it would. I think if the word “ Chief ” were left out of the Act, and 
the law were carried out, as I am sure it would be, by the constabulary, that the 
shebeen houses would disappear in a very short period. 

300. Independently of the benefit that that might produce as regards the more 
immediate subject of our inquiry, namely, checking the sale of illicit spirits, do 
you not consider that it would have an effect, generally, in diminishing crime, 
and promoting the peace of the country ? 

I think that it would, very much. 

301. In the various places where you have been stationed in Ireland, and as 
the result of your experience, have you had any reason to apprehend that those 
unlicensed houses are frequently the rendezvous of the worst characters, and 
the places where crime is planned ? 

I am sure they are ; I have always observed that evil intentions are arranged 
both in those distillery houses and shebeen houses. 

302. Supposing a county to consist of populous parts and of mountainous 
parts, where would those shebeen houses be for the most part ? 

I think they are sometimes in the mountainous parts, along the roads ; but 
they are also in the populous parts of the county, probably in a greater degree. 

303. Are they not in the little scattered miserable suburbs of the towns and 
villages ? 

That is where they are generally found. 

304. You have spoken of the duties of your service as being mainly in the 
mountains ; is not the duty of the constabulary rather in the more populous 
parts of the county ? 

It is. 

305. Therefore, if the shebeen houses are also to be found in the more popu- 
lous parts, and your special duties are in the less accessible and mountainous 
parts, would not it follow that those duties, in the suppression of the sale of 
spirits, must be and ought to be more effectually done by the constabulary than 
by you ? 

I think so. I think they could devote more time to suppressing the evil than 
we can, and that they could do so more effectually than we can. 

30G. You having stated, in the earlier part of your evidence, that you keep 
your force separate and apart from the people, and that you consider that to be 
essential to the execution of your duty ; practically speaking, are not the habit 
and duty of the constabulary of an opposite kind, namely, to mix with the 
people, to become acquainted with them, and to know their habits and modes 
of life ? 

I think so ; I have always understood that that was the duty of the con- 
stabulary. 

307. Would not, therefore, the question of those notorious shebeen houses 
for the sale of spirits, where people assemble on the Sundays and at other times, 
come fairly within the cognizance of the constabulary, and give them much 
better means of acting effectually in the suppression of that illegal act, than 
would be the case with you ? 

I think so. I think there can be no doubt that the constabulary would be 
-aware of who the owner of those houses was, and that they could also ascertain 

(262. 2 .) E the 
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the names of the persons who frequent those places, and therefore bring all the 
guilty parties to justice. 

308. Now, I have asked you about the sale of the spirits ; supposing those 
stills set up in the mountains, how are the spirits carried away from the place 
where they are manufactured to the consumer ? 

The custom in Donegal is for the person who has made the whisky, or one of 
his family, to remove it into a town upon horseback. Two kegs, each probably 
containing eight or ten gallons of spirits, are placed in a sack, which is placed 
upon the horse’s back like saddle-bags ; he sits upon the sack, and, generally, is 
armed with a stick ; he has a person on foot, somewhat in advance of him, to 
give notice if there be any obstruction in the way — the Revenue Police, or any 
person of the kind ; and so they go through the country, passing through the 
small towns. 

309. Are those small towns that they pass through frequently towns where 
there are stations of constabulary ? 

I may say nearly all ; and I have no doubt that it is very offensive to the 
inhabitants of those towns, to the well-disposed people living in those towns, to 
see them passing through. 

310. Do they come on in a manner to make it perfectly within the cognizance 
of the inhabitants of those towns that they are conveying spirits ? 

There _ can be no doubt upon the question ; they are well known, and they 
come in in a threatening manner, well aware that they are violating the law. 
They ride in some cases furiously through the town ; in others, they pass through 
walking their horses, with the person still in advance of them. The consta- 
bulary, of course, generally see them passing, and, in my opinion, they might 
put down the evil if they were allowed to stop them, or to call upon them for 
some explanation. 

311. By law, must not a person have a permit for the removal of spirits, if 
he does it legally ? 

A permit or certificate. 

312. Of course those illicit traders have no such documents to produce ? 

None. 



313. Supposing those persons passing through those towns within reach of 
me constabulary stations, without employing the constabulary in the slightest 
degree in still-hunting in the mountains, if they were authorized to stop those 
persons, and to require the production of a permit or a certificate, or, in default 
ot such production, to seize the spirits, do you not think that that would have, 
a very considerable effect upon the whole system of illicit distillation ? 

1 think h would have a very great effect. It would very inaterially assist the 
revenue, mid I think, m a moral point of view, and as regards the peace of the 
country it would be of great use to employ the constabulary in that way ; and 
it would not, I think, mterfere with their more legitimate duties. 

,, 3 J 4 -. 1 ? n ‘ he ° tber h ™ d > assuming that those duties would not interfere with 
the legitimate duties of the constabulary, what would be your opinion witli 
respect to their anbng you in the mountain work and in the still-hunting ? 
hunHo,, 11 ^^ 11 ?- constabulary could aid ns in the mountains, or in still- 
huntmg, without Interfering with the constitution of their force, and, in a great 
T? Ual *° their peculiar duties. I may say that the 

the™ rS,h!d T S ^ b ’? lry 15 *° keep the p6ace of the 00un ‘ ! 7 ’ and tllat 
mSkrts P?* 7 sessions - garter sessions, assizes, fairs and 

tbna^wJ-t y h ,^ e . otte ! datles wMdl “gage their attention, and during 
j f e be qU } t D power 0f an Mcit distiUer t0 ™rk o ff a 

tta oZLlfS ^ ° 6 esca P e ^ impunity, being fully aware that 

the constabulary were employed at other places. 

loc^caST SiTT 1 04588 4,1 wh V* has been necessary, from peculiar 
mOTe a considerable force of the constabulary from 

I am aware of that. 

316. Would that stand, in your judgment, in the way of their being relied 

upon 
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upon efficiently as a Revenue Police Force, for the actual seizure of stills in the 
country ? 

I am fully aware that it would ; that the smugglers would avail themselves 
of their absence, for I have frequently had knowledge of it myself. I have been 
informed by the smugglers, when I was employed in a temporary way myself, 
that they would leave off smuggling until I had left the country. 1 may sav 
I was sent at one time to the county Cork, to Bandon. I saw there several per- 
sons who had been illicit distillers ; one man in particular- carried it on very 
extensively ; he showed me the barrels he had piled up in his barn ; and he 
told me he would not make any illicit whisky until I had left the county but 
then, of course, he would carry it on ; but he said, “ You may be sure I will not 
attempt it while you are here." 

317- Viscount Canning .] Do you believe he did not ? 

I believe not, for the vessels were quite dry, and, in fact, were in a state that 
I could not seize them ; I did not interfere with them ; I could not do so. 

318. Chairman.] In visiting those illicit houses, and in seizing spirits in tran- 
situ, are you able, with any tolerable accuracy, to distinguish between the illicit 
spirit and the licensed spirit ? 

Oh, yes ; any one having a knowledge of the two spirits can distinguish between 
them. 

319. The processes are so very different in the manufacture ? 

I think the principal reason is the use of turf in the one case, and of other 
materials in the other. 

320. Lord President .] Which is the best ? 

Indeed the illicit spirit generally is considered to be the best. 

32] . Chairman .] With respect to information, are you aware of the order that 
was given during Colonel Brereton’s command of your force, by Lord Eliot, then 
Irish Secretary, with respect to the communication of information from the con- 
stabulary ? 

I recollect the constabulary did receive such an order. 

322. Do you think that that species of information, if they gain it, might be 
fairly communicated to you with the Anew to the more efficient performance of 
your own duties ? 

I think, if the constabulary were allowed to give us information, that it would 
be most material to us. 

323. Ought not proceedings of that description to be made confidential ? 

Of course, for the purpose, of detecting stills, they ought to be confidential ; 
but m other respects I think the constabulary should not wish to conceal the 
fact of their being required to give information. 

324. You are aware the constabulary go on patrol at night as part of their 
duty r 

Yes. 

325. And that their patrol is not like a party of yours going out, a strong 
armed party, capable of defending themselves, but consisting of two individuals 
at the utmost, to pace the country at night ? 

Yes. 

32(>. Now, if they were employed for the purpose of getting information, and 
were recognized in that capacity, do you not consider that their condition, 
patrolling at night through a country where illicit distillers were numerous, 
might be very critical and dangerous ? 

I do not think it would in the least, provided it was generally understood by 
the people that it was their duty to do it ; the Irish people have an extraordinary 
notion that every man ought to do his duty ; but if they were to give information 
■which the people thought it was not their duty to give, they would not forgive 
them. 

32/. Viscount Canning^ Are they now aware that the constabulary are au- 
thorized to give, information to the. Revenue Police in regard to illicit distillation ? 

1 think the people are of opinion that it is not their duty to do so. 

(262. 2 .) e 2 328. Are 
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328. Are they cognizant of this order that was given by Lord Eliot ? 

No. 

329. In fact, do you receive much useful information from the constabulary ? 
No ; and I do not know that it is the duty of the constabulary to give us any 

information ; 1 have never heard of any order to that effect ; I believe it is given 
to their Inspector-general, to Sir Duncan Macgregor. 

330. Lord Ponsojiby.] Does any information come to you from Sir Duncan 
Macgregor r 

He communicates with our Chief Inspector, Colonel M'Lachlan or Colonel 
Brereton, and he sends . an order to the Lieutenant, my subordinate officer, or 
to me if it be at my station, directing him to proceed ; it is merely an order 
from him ; Colonel Brereton never stated from whom he received it ; he merely 
said, “ Sir ; On such a day a still was at work in the townland of such a place ; 
you will immediately proceed with your party ; you will seize this still, and you 
will arrest all persons present who may be liable, and bring them before a ma- 
gistrate, and you will return this paper, stating the result of your exertion, through 
3 our Inspector. That is, as far as I can recollect, the manner in which the 

order was communicated ; of course we might suspect where he derived his 
information from, but we had no knowledge of it. 

331. Then the information, in fact, if it reaches you in the manner you state 
does not reach you till several days after the matter has become known to the 
constabulary police of the district ? 

It does not ; it takes some time to go to Dublin to be communicated to our 
dapse Ct0r theies and then t0 C ° me d ° Wn t0 US 5 probabl}r two or three days may 

effect 2 ' n °k ^ oss tbne ma ^ e aP th e difference in your searching with 
Of course it does ; it nearly renders the information useless. 

333. Whereas, if communicated directly from the constabulary of the district 
to the Revenue Police of the district, the time would be saved, and the proceed- 
ings would be more effectual ? 1 

It would be most effective ; I may say, in some cases, though it was a matter 
of private arrangement, that this has happened ; the constabulary sergeant being 
probably upon very good terms with our sergeant, may have hinted to him that 
he had sent forward such a report to his Inspector-general, upon which our 
Lieutenant would immediately proceed to the place, and then, when the order 
came down (this, I think, I have known in some cases) from our Chief Inspector 
the answer was, “ I have already been there, and I have taken the still you refer 
to, and the persons are now in gaol." ’ 

■ ? 34 j- Ajl S y ° U tl ? nk ’ s ? far “ >' ou can l ud g e > that the information, whether 
gnen directly or through the head of the constabulary, is not known by the 
people m general to be given by the constabulary' to you ? } 

It is not known. 

335. Supposing that order of Lord Eliot’s were extended, and that the con 

stabulary were directed to communicate immediately with the Revenue Police of 
their own district, and supposing such an order were made public, and no attempt 
made to conceal it, do you think the effect,- as regards the feeling of the people 
towards the constabulary, would be injurious ? 8 people 

I do not think it would ; I think if the people were fully aware that the con- 
t£m. lary W6re 0Wlged to d ° s0> the y wouM not W an y iU-feeling towards 

336. Chairman.] Should you carry the views that are expressed in your last 
” “ ^ “ t0 , thn *i hat * ™“ ld ^ expedient to have any eombLd ope- 
ration, that there should be any power on your part of taking the constables in 
your inquiries and investigations upon the mountains ? 

the N c^si n “^ * right that We sMd ha ™ control over 

33/ . Or the constabulary any control over you r 

I think not ; I think the duties are' quite dissimilar, and that the only assist- 
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ance we should derive from them should he what they could perform consistently 
with their, I may say, more material duties. 

338. Lord Ponsonby.] What are your duties generally in the course of the 
week on the average ; how frequently do you generally go out still-hunting ? 

We are required to go out on four excursions during the week. 

339. Chairman.'] Was not it formerly five ? 

It was five formerly. 

340. Describe those four excursions ? 

The four excursions are to occupy a period of eight hours each, and the officers 
are required to commence those excursions frequently at an early hour, or in 
the night ; we find it, latterly, more effective that they should proceed out fre- 
quently between the hour of midnight and six in the morning. 

341. Lord Ponsonby.] If you receive any private information as to any stills 
being at work, what steps do you take in your patrol ; do you merely go on 
chance over the mountains ? 

Merely go on chance ; the party is aware of the townlands in which illicit 
distillation is most frequently carried on, and may be also aware of the persons 
in those townlands who are addicted to it ; they go to a particular place, accord- 
ing as the officer wishes to search, and when he comes to the ground, he extends 
his men in sections, and they then move on, each section consisting of two pri- 
vates, employing their whole attention to discover anything which may be illicit ; 
if they see the least sign, probably a grain of malt or a trace of grains, they at 
once signalize the officer, and the party closes, and then commences a regular 
hunt for the still ; the word is given, “ Potale must be here and the search 
then commences ; the officer, of course, urges his men to discover it ; but the 
men are always very anxious themselves to do so. 

342. Chairman.] In your district have you any means of ascertaining the 
quantity of licensed spirit that is produced at the distilleries ? 

No ; there is no licensed distillery in my district. 

343. None at all? 

None at all. 

344. Are there not particular circumstances that, in your long experience, 
may be referred to as causes either of the increase of illicit distillation, or of its 
diminution; the state of the harvest, for instance? 

Yes, the state of the harvest ; but there are various matters which may 
influence it ; a good harvest we generally look at as being productive of illicit 
distillation ; the grain would be cheaper : there are various matters which may 
influence it. 

345. The favourable saving upon turf, has not that the same effect ? 

It has, in a slight degree. 

346. And a very low price of grain ? 

Of course the price of grain very much influences the traffic. 

347. And a high amount of duty ? 

A high amount of duty will, of course, hold out additional inducements. 

348. In what years have you observed the greatest amount of illicit distillation ? 

Latterly, that is, within these 10 or 12 years, I think; in 1842 and 1843 I 

think probably there was more. 

349. In those cases you have described as giving this impulse to illicit distilla- 
tion, would not it behove you, in the functions you have to perform, to be more 
particularly alive to the subject, and more vigilant ? 

It would ; I believe it was at that time Colonel Brereton put on the fifth 
excursion, as it is called. 

350. By fifth excursion, you mean a fifth day’s duty in one week ? 

A fifth day's duty in one week. 

351. Do you get respectable young men to enter into your force ? 

As privates they are much the same class of persons that go into the 
constabulary. 

(262.2.) e 3 352. Have 
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352. Have you observed, within the last two or three years, since the emigra- 
tion has extended so much, and since there has been somewhat of an improve- 
ment in the demand for labour, that there is a difficulty in obtaining the same 
class of persons for the Revenue Police that you formerly had ? 

I am not sure ; I can hardly judge of that ; in my district I have very few 
candidates indeed, probably less than in any other district in Ireland ; I do not 
encourage the people to look to getting into the Revenue Police, because of 
illicit distillation being carried on very generally. I do not think it is prudent 
to employ the younger sons of the smugglers. A person who wishes to get into 
the Revenue Police forwards a memorial to Colonel M'Lachlan, and he adds 
thereto certificates of clergymen and magistrates ; and Colonel M'Lachlan, if 
he thinks well, refers it to the Inspector there to inquire into his character, 
and to report his general fitness ; his height, and age, and character, and quali- 
fications, and a second examination then takes place by a medical officer attached 
to one of the regiments ; and when he passes the ordeal, he is ordered up to 
Dublin to the depot, and instructed in drill ; he is then sent out, as vacancies 
occur, to some station. 

353. Do not the inquiries that are made comprehend also an inquiry into 
the moral character of the man, as well as his physical and intellectual quali- 
fications ? 

I received most positive instructions from Colonel Brereton, both verbally 
and frequently by letter, directing me to be most particular, and never to recom- 
mend any young man to him who was not distinguished for personal appearance 
and excellent education, and exemplary character ; and, in fact, he heaped a 
great many instructions of that kind, which it would be very difficult almost to 
carry out to the letter. 

354. Have you had any occasions of dismissing the men in your force ? 

Occasionally we have ; but, I may say, my men I find to be very well con- 
ducted ; they are all young, single men, and of course they are liable to those 
vices that young men of their age will be liable to. 

355. Is it a rule, then, that they should be single men: ? 

It is. 

356. Is that with the view to a greater prudence in regard to not letting infor- 
mation transpire ? 

I believe that was one of the reasons ; formerly they were married men, and 
they were not confined to. the barracks, as they are now, and of course their 
wives and families became acquainted with the manner in which they were about 
to be employed ; and I understand that their wives and families were frequently 
in the habit of taking from the country people presents to let them be aware of 
their movements. 



35/. Viscount Canning .] At present is a man who marries dismissed from 
the force ? 

Yes. 



358. With any facility or recommendation towards getting other employment, 
Qr to take his chance r 1 J 

The rule is, not to give a character to any man who shall not resign before 
marriage ; we give him a character if he resigns before marriage, provided he 
as served years and upwards. I think I had only one man dismissed during 
the last year ; he was a young man ; I found him out of quarters at night twice 
on gomg to the barrack for the purpose of seeing that the men were in quarters. 
He was absent, and I suspended him, according to my instructions. He was 
brought to a Court of Inquiry ; he was perfectly sober ; and for the first offence 
he was reduced to a second-class private. I caught him a second time out of 
quarters ; he was tried by a Court of Inquiry, and dismissed. On both occasions 
he was perfectly sober, but could urge no reason why he was absent; in fact 
he was visiting some person. 



in 



359. Chairman .] Before you go out at night, do your officers keep it a secret 
which direction they are about to go ? 

They do ; they generally keep it a secret from every person, probably even 

from 
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from their own men, the direction in which they are about to go, or the duty 
they are about to proceed upon. 

360. If there was any combination between the constabulary and the Revenue 
Police for the purposes of effecting seizures and detections, would not those 
arrangements as to secrecy become much more difficult ? 

It would be much more difficult, of course ; in order to detect illicit distilla- 
tion, every matter should be kept quite secret. 

361. Is not the constabulary force in the county of Donegal particularly 
small, as compared with other counties ? 

As compared with other counties, it is small. 

362. The Revenue Police, on the contrary, is very considerable ? 

It is. 

363. Therefore any combined action, in that case, would be drawing upon a 
force already very small, in aid of a force considerably more numerous ? 

Yes. 

364. Would not that be the case, practically speaking, in other parts of Ire- 
land ; are not the. north of Ireland and the west of Ireland, comparatively speak- 
ing, more peaceable than the south ? 

I think so ; I think that I may say that, certainly, the north and, generally 
speaking, the west of Ireland is more peaceable. 

365. And yet it is in the north and iu the west that illicit distillation mainly 
prevails ? 

It is in the north and in the west. 

366. In that case, the difficulty of combined action for any other purposes 
than those purposes which really concern the constabulary themselves, as much 
if not more than they concern the Revenue Police, would be more difficult in 
Connaught and Ulster ? 

It would be more difficult for the constabulary to aid us in Connaught and 
in Ulster. 

367. Viscount Canning.] We have had it represented to the Committee, that 
the Revenue Police is at a great disadvantage, owing to the distance they have 
to transport their prisoners, it being necessary that the prisoners convicted of an 
offence against the Excise should be always lodged in the county gaol ; is that 
an inconvenience felt severely by the force you command ? 

It is. It there be four persons taken and convicted, there should at least be 
six police sent in charge of them. From the place I am living at, it would take 
at least four days for a detachment to go to Lifford, and return, and then, pro- 
bably, one day to rest ; so that nearly the whole week is taken up by that. 

368. Chairman.'] How many constabulary stations may there be between your 
position and the gaol at Lifford ? 

There may be five. 

369. What is the distance, in miles ? 

Twenty-six Irish miles ; at least 32 English miles. 

370. Sending them in that way, the men would have to march backwards and 
forwards 64 English miles ; whereas passing from police station to police station, 
the distance would not be above 12 miles backwards and forwards ? 

I suppose so. 

371. Viscount Cannina. 1 Although the Constabulary Force of Donegal is very 
small, as compared with the Revenue Police Force, do you, as far as you can 
judge, think it would be sufficient, without an interference with then general 
duties, to enable them to relieve you of that labour ? 

I am afraid not ; I would not like to impose it upon the Donegal police as an 
obligation to do it in every case, but only it they could do it consistently with 
their other duties. 

372. Lord Ponsonby.] Supposing a man, at petty sessions, is. found guilty of 
any offence, and sent to the county town for trial ; have the police then to take 
him to that place ? 

The constabulary are bound to take him to that place. 

' (262.2.) e 4 373. Thera 
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3/3. There would he no greater difficulty in taking a Revenue prisoner than 
an ordinary offender ? 

There would be no greater difficulty, certainly. Before the organization of 
the Revenue Police, the constabulary were always in the habit of taking my pri- 
soners, those I convicted, and they never had any objection to do it ; in fact 
the constable, immediately on the man’s conviction, took charge of him as if he 
was one of his own prisoners. 

374. Viscount Canning.'] When did that practice cease ? 

I think about the year 1836.. 



3/5. Do you know whether, there was any reason for its cessation beyond the 
reorganization of your own force r 

I do not know that there was any reason, nor do I think there was any order 
agamst it ; hut the constabulary made a rule, that if they marched our prisoners 
we should pay to their reward fund. I believe the constabulary who inarch get 
c ^ a ^7 ; small part of the money; so much per mile it is, I think; I am not 
me what it is, but perhaps 3 Id. a mile for the distance they have to go, and 
under those circumstances they will march them. 

376 . .Chairman.] That goes to the reward fund’ 

Yes. 

Do you understand they would be ready to do so now, 
upon the understanding that you should contribute to their reward fund s 
that is my impression, provided we pay them. 

3/ 8 ;J'°S Pownly] Do you think it depends upon the police, and not upon 
the authorities that gave those directions ? p0 

? e T? ^i aid ° f any order P revent mg it; lam not sure, but I think an 
order exists that they are to do so provided we pay them ; but we were unwiU- 
° to pay them, because the amount would come out of the reward given to 
our own men ; it would really cany away all the reward, 'and tCrf^we 

SSreSr ‘° th6m ^ th0U ® h “ “ ay *■ 

has" at impriSOned “ the ^nty Donegal 
Very considerable. 

380. You know the gaol of Lifford? 

Yes. 

381. There are about 70 separate cells for confinement there ? 

B0 - 

tbeiSrfX 0S TrZ^lr e ffis £ hatnvmber fre <l u “%- Orders came from 

BS=H=S 

tion 8 preSTed e r eS ^ °^ S attbose the illicit distilla-- 

Yes. 

top; which you have stated “ 

Yes. 

the course of your duties inthe wSk Z^’d 1168 ? 011 pat t0 7 0u in relatio11 to 
mills and kilns ; how often umrn the ’ y - n0t m “ tlon the examination of 
nations of that kind ? ’ P ^ aVera ® e ’ 1S occupied by exami- 

* iS “ ere ? y thi8: in going 

pass within a field of it or^oneof thAp^rt a the y cal1 in J an officer may 
y one of the section will pass close to the mill, and will 

turn 
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turn in, and look at the hopper, and if he sees nothing, he passes on ; it is merely 
a call. 

386. As a general practice, if yon pass near a mill or kiln, you go in and 
examine it? 

Always in passing mills or kilns we are. directed to be particular to examine 
them ; we never go out of our way to do it. 

387. Does it happen that some of the mills and kilns lie in districts through 
which you do not often pass, and therefore that they frequently escape exa- 
mination ? 

Frequently ; we very seldom go to a respectable one ; we merely go to those 
coming in our way. 

388. Do you think the mills that you would call respectable, are not used for 
the purpose of drying the malt by the smugglers ? 

Sometimes they may ; I hare known malt to he brought to respectable mills 
and kilns t.o be ground ; probably the owner, who may be a gentleman would 
not sanction it ; but his mill is in care of a foreman, who has very little care 
about the matter ; and a smuggler coming to him, he runs his risk ■ if he be. 
caught, he gives up the smuggler, and the miller cannot be fined. Some little 
time ago malt was found in a mill belonging to Mr. Stewart, of Ards. I wrote 
of course, to Mr. Stewart, fully aware that he had nothing to say to it ; he 
directed lus miller to afford me every assistance to find out the individual who 
had sent it to the mill. 

389. The employment of the constabulary for that pmpose would not be so 
much in relief of your labour as a more complete and thoroughly carrying out 
of the Law for the protection of the Excise ? 

It would not relieve us ; for we find no trouble in visiting them, and we should 
still continue to visit them. 

390. Chairman.] Should you not consider it to be your duty to look after 
them, though the constabulary were authorized also to look after them - 

Yes. 

391. Viscount Canning.'] Mills that do not lie in your ordinary course, you 
say you are not in the habit of visiting ? 

No. 

them 2 -' WliereaS tlle constablllfU 7> probably passing them every day, might visit 

Yes. 

. 393 - Chairman.] In the county Donegal the number of constabulary, accord- 
ing to its regular establishment, is 176 ; you are aware at the present time that 
the constabulary of that county exceeds that amount ? 

Yes, the constabulary exceeds that. 

394. Do you think, drawing the distinction that you have carefully drawn 
throughout, that those additional duties could be performed by the constabu- 
larjr of Donegal at an establishment of 1 70 ? 

They could not ; if there were but 176 constabulary in the county, tliev could 
not keep down illicit distillation. I think that the constabulary force could never 
keep down illicit distillation, constituted as they are, and having the peculiar 
duties to perform which they must do. 

395. But you are aware that, under the law as it now stands, if in the county 
of Donegal the number of constables exceeds 176, that falls as a local charge ? 

* Relieve so. Perhaps I may mention that there is one way by which the 
illicit distillation could be effectually put down, and that is, if there were an 
electoral divisional fine placed on the electoral division in which we detected 
the still. It might be that such fine should he struck by the Board of Guardians 
upon our certificate, that we so found the still, and the money when collected 
might he devoted to the purposes of the union. I think that illicit distillation 
then would altogether disappear, and I do not think any evil would come 
out of it. 

396. Do you remember the time of the still-fines in Ireland ? 

I have heard of them ; but it was the manner in which they were collected, 
und the manner in which the money was applied, that was injurious. 

(262. 2 .) F 397. In 
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397. In that case the money was applied for the purposes of the State ? 

To the rewarding of officers. 

398. And what you propose is, that it should go for local purposes ? 

For the purposes of the Poor-law Union ; in fact, the electoral division, though 
called upon to pay the whole sum, would derive an advantage in part from that 
sum. 

399. Are you not aware that, from the great facility that exists of transferring- a 
still from one place to another, a still might be removed and placed upon a town- 
land in an electoral division without the possible knowledge of the parties to 
whom that townland belonged, and that therefore you might, in fact, pass a 
fine upon the innocent for the act of the guilty ? 

I am sure that would occur ; but I would impose the fine where there was only 
a settled establishment, and the still found at work ; and I think the effect would 
be, that the farmers would at once place themselves against illicit distillation, and 
that it would altogether cease. 

400. Lord Pomonby .] Supposing the constabulary were ordered to suppress 
it, and the mode you have suggested were adopted, you think the fanners would 
give information to the constabulary as to where the illicit stills were going on ? 

In the parish in which I reside at the present moment, I was stationed in the 
year of the distress, in 1846, and the illicit distillation was totally put down by 
the Priest : I may give him the whole credit of that. I do not think there 
was a still at work that year : he, in the presence of his congregation, standing 
at the altar, told them, that if he found out anything of the kind, he would give 
information to me ; and he appointed persons in each townland for the purpose 
of giving this information : he spoke in the strongest terms to them, requiring 
them to do so. 

401. Chairman .] At that period was not there the additional motive to the 
taking of such a course from the fact that the illicit distillation was a destruc- 
tion of human food ? 

It arose from that ; his object entirely arose from that. 

402. Have you observed of late years that the growth of barley is con- 
siderably augmented, as compared with oats and wheat ? 

I think so. In Donegal I have not seen any wheat at all : in the neighbour- 
hood in which I am I have never seen it grown. 



The Witness is directed to withdraw. 



Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned to Wednesday next, 
at One o’clock. 
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Die Mercurii , 20 ° Julii 1853 . 



LORDS PRESENT: 



Earl of Wicklow. 
Viscount Canning. 
Lord Beaumont. 
Lord Ponsonby. 



Lord Bbodrick. 

Lord Stanley of Alderley. 
Lord Monteagle of Brandon. 



THE LORD MONTEAGLE of Brandon in the Chair. 



Evidence on 
Extending the 
Functions of cue 
Constabulary in 
Ireland. 



GOLDING BIRD, Esquire, is called in, and examined as follows : 

403. Chairman.'] WHAT office do you at present fill ? 

Collector of Inland Revenue for the collection of Londonderry. 

404. How long have you filled the office of collector ? 

Upwards of 1 1 years. 



Golding Bird, Esq. 
20th July 1853 



405. Having risen through other grades of the service ? 

From the lowest step to the one I now hold ; I was employed on inspection 
about three months in Cork and that neighbourhood. 

406. In the execution of your other duties previously to your appointment as 
collector, what counties or districts have you been acquainted with ? 

1 was employed chiefly in London ; I was the Surveying General Examiner for 
the whole of London before the change took place. 

407. I wish you to confine yourself entirely to Ireland? 

The whole of my time may he called hi Ireland, 1 1 A years. 

408. In what counties during those. 11 J years were you ? 

First in Kilkenny, and it embraced a great portion of it, and the Queen’s 
County, and just on the borders of Tipperary. 

400. What other counties can you speak to ? 

A great portion, nearly all Galway and Mayo, by commencing at Tuam and 
Baflinrobe, and Westport, Killala, Ballina, Foxford, Claremorris, then Oranmore 
and Gort, Ballinasloe, Portumna, Mount Bellew, Mountmelick and Mountrath, 
Louglirea, and all the. little intermediate towns passing through, come within my 
notice as far as collecting the inland duties. 

410. What other counties besides those have you been connected with ? 

Take Derry ; part of Londonderry, part of Tyrone, part of Fermanagh ; a very 
large portion of Donegal, including those famous mountains of Inishowen, up 
to Malin-head, Movill, Carnadamna, commonly called Cam near Malin, Bun- 
crana, Rathmetton, Rathmullen, Letterkenny, Stranorla ; and then we come 
down to Raphoe, through Manor Cunningham and Newtown Cunningham, and I 
work into Deny Stake, in the coast from Carrigart, to the most northern part 
of Donegal ; aiything that is done there, comes under my notice. 

■41 1 • Is there anj r other county with which you are well acquainted ? 

No, I think not ; that is all I touch upon. 

412. Now, limiting my question to those counties that you know, are they 
(262. 3 .) f 2 divisible 
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Golding Bird, Esq. divisible into two classes, the counties in which illicit distillation is more or less 
prevalent, and the counties in which it. prevails but little? 

2 oih July 1853 . Inishowen is the most notorious, and a place called Skerreen, just beyond 
Gortin. There are some mountains there that used to be rather famous, but 
there is very little done there; and then those mountains beyond Newtown 
Stewart, in Tyrone, I have had two or three, seizures made in that neighbourhood. 

413. Is Mayo one of the counties in which illicit distillation is prevalent ? 

I never found it was very prevalent there ; it was once considered a notorious 
place, particularly in the bogs and edges of the mountains, and any secluded 
spot ; if ever a still was found, it was generally in such places as those, but not 
often. 

414. It appears in the Returns showing the number of persons imprisoned 
on the 5th of April of successive years, that there were a considerable number 
imprisoned in the gaol of Castlebar ? 

That is the principal receptacle for them for the whole of the county. The num- 
ber of persons taken as distillers, are not to be. considered illicit distillers. It is 
thus : a still is in nine cases out of ten the property of one person, or two at most ; 
the rest are what they term friends, ready upon surprise to run away with the. 
articles ; the)- all have their particular duties ; one is to run away with the worm, 
where he knows to bury it; others with the still; but, being of very little value, 
they do not care so much about that, as the spirits and the worm are the prin- 
cipal value to them. 

415. If you view the criminal returns, for a series of consecutive years, do 
not the number of commitments in certain places, and convictions for distillery 
offences, furnish one of the. indicia of the prevalence of illicit distillation ? 

I have come to the conclusion, that illicit distillation has fallen off so consider- 
ably of late years, that it is not at all material either to the revenue or to the fair 
trader ; it affects them very little ; and, as a proof of my opinion, I have taken great 
pains to ascertain the movements of the legitimate distiller, to see how his trade 
progresses, and I find during the last two-and-a-half years, confining myself to 
Derr}' (it is . roundly we make . up accounts,, eight; .of them. in. the year), there has 
been a gradual and steady increase of the duty.. : ; . , . 

416. That is a gradual increase, of the duty' received? 

The legitimate duty. . ; •; .A . 

417. And, consequently, the rate of .duty having been invariably within that 

period the same, there haring been no- Variations in it since 18413, the amount 
of duty represents a proportionate increase of the number of gallons of spirits 
brought to charge? . • 

. It does.. 



In vouv judgment, as a general principle, do the fluctuations in the amount 
of spirits brought to charge during a : series of years furnish an exponent of the 
probable amount of illicit distillation ; .namely, where the spirits brought to 
charge by the licensed distiller augment, would the Committee be justified in 
assuming that there was a probable diminution of illicit distillation ; and when the 
quantities of licensed spirits fall off. is it a fair, presumption that tfie illicit distil- 
lation is augmenting r . 

is * ™ T Y £ ir presumption; for l‘am quite of opinion that the illicit 
distillation has fallen off, 111 consequence not 6nly of the grea« emigration that has 
taken place of so many persons, who would, when corn was at a low price ven- 
ture part of their little produce in converting it into malt, and ultimately into 
spirits, that: bore them a better profit, but because those Mi - behind who' are 
disposed to illicit distillation are so crippled, not having eveii • the means of emi- 
profit t * mt t 165 ^ aTe . “ fc W™ S.of carrying on private distillation to any 

419. Viscount Cd,mhg\ |= Might' not it beiaferred that' the increase of emi- 
gration, and consequent diminution of the population, would have also the effect 

of reducing the amount of'spirits brought to charge i. . 

I think not,, for this reason, "the; i«oph! htVeunovr tateha liking to legitimate 
spmts, for reallvpoteen, that was ohce so.'greata favourite in the public-houses 
and shebeen-houses, that were once so numerous, are really little known now. 

These 
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These last two years I have taken a great deal of pains, having heard so much 
about shebeen-houses, to make private inquiries, and also made all the officers 
under me visit them occasionally, and at uncertain times, and particularly where 
suspicion attaches, and I have not had an instance but one where they have 
detected poteen, that is, illicit spirits ; but they have seen a small quantity of 
spirit, which they call Parliament whisky, that is, licensed whisky, aud those 
houses are called houses of entertainment ; and any one running through Ireland 
will see at the end of almost every town small ' houses with those boards of 
entertainment, and so forth, over their doors ; itinerant dealers alia beggars go 
to those places, and there they have trifling quantities of spirits; and the owner 
of such a house goes, in eight eases out of ten, to the. licensed publican for the 
small quantity of spirits which is doled out, and at a little profit, of course ; 
thereby the only injury done to the revenue is evading the license duty for sell- 
ing spirits. I spoke on this subject to a publican, and I asked him whether it 
did not injure him ; lie said, “ No, on the contrary ; for they entertain such cha- 
racters as we would not like to tyke into our house, and they come to us for 
spirits.” 

420. May we understand that any diminution in the consumption of: licensed 
•spirits that may have been caused by the diminution in the population is com- 
pensated by other causes, which lead the population now to prefer' licensed 
whisky to unlicensed whisky ? 

There is no diminution. 

421. Earl of Wicklow.'] When you speak of the altered taste of the people 

with regard to spirits, and their preference for licensed spirits over the ^poteen, 
do you in any manner attribute that to the alteration in. the mode of making 
the licensed spirits from wliat it was formerly, when they paid a duty upon the 
.quantity they could make in tlie shortest time ? • n . 

I do not consider there is any difference in the quality of the article made 
legitimately, because they work at about the same gravity as. they used to work 
years ago, and produce the same description of. spirits; and every- distiller is 
very anxious to retain his own particular flavour of spirits j for instance,' :the 
Bush-mill has a peculiar flavour ; that comes nearer to what is termed: poteen 
.than any spirits made in Ireland; There would be a little : difficulty where a 
sample of good poteen was placed and a sample pf Bush-mill placed, before a 
gentleman; however good a judge he. might be, he would pause before giving 
a decided opinion. '' ,l ' 

422. Viscount Canning^ Will you -explain how itfs that, notirithstaii^ing the 
-great diminution in the population: of Ireland ‘ within the ' last feW y^ars; 1 .the 
consumption of l^gal spirits lias not’ diminished in' that pyoportjbity bhf has 

It has spread : tlie people now drink in preference, in my opinion, the legiti- 
mate whisky , to tlie poteen : and there is one great point, they ean , purchase 
the legitimate whisky. cheaper, than they can poteen--.-. , . . ty wj.i, - 

423. Earlo I'Widdow.'] Do you' attribute it m any degree to a rdld^atjbil'with 

respect to the pledge 1 Which they had taken formerly - " ‘ *' v " ! 

That operated very Strongly 'against ' the licensed distillers at firfet i butt iis to 
•the pledge, it is a difficult tiling' 'even to : find such' a calse. in existence" dhibfig 
any of them now; it lias become wliat I may term a dead letter. 1 i!! . ' 

424. Do you not, then, attribute,, in some degree, the increase in .the .consump- 
tion of spirits to that fact. ? , ; . : , . ’> ■.-.v.:,: . 

No doubt the. forgetting of. that pledge, and the return to their fpiqner, habits, 
‘has partly; that, effect ; hut, at the, same time, there . is hot that appearimoe. of 
drunkenness throughout the country :tli}it; there was formerly.; , : 

425. 'ChaiHriah.'] Now, lo’Oking fit the Return which lias been -laid before the 

Committee, it appears that there has been a pretty steady increase in the 
amount of gallons brought to cluirge,, and,- cpnse.qupntly,,m the amoniit'of duty 
received since the,year : 1843,;, naniety, in; the yenn4843> the -gallons .brought to 
charge were 5,546,000 ; in .1344,. 6*451,000;; . im, f845<. TJiOh, 0Q0 in. 1846, 

7,952,000; in. 1847, 6, 037*000.;;, in 1848, . ^,O7‘2,b0Q j ,nn4 iip.thn'.yetw: 1852, the 
year ending January 1853, , the duty-paid spirits., ; amounted to., 8,208,000 gallons, 
producing a revenue of 1,094,00. Oty. which is a larger amount; of revenue than 

(262. 3.) f 3 has 
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Goldin* Bird, Esq. has been produced since, the year 1839. Now, during that time has there not 
- — been, in the districts to which you have adverted, a very considerable diminution 

20 th July 1853 - i n the population ? 

There has been a diminution of population throughout Ireland, but more 

particularly of late years. 

426. But in those mountain districts r 

The depopulation of the country is very great: at the time of the famine 
and disease I happened to be in Connemara. I was speaking to one of the priests, 
and he said, in a certain townland of about 300 or 400 persons, there were not 
above 30 or 40 of them left. I was there, at the time, and have seen them lying 
dead on the road. 

42“. In other cases, viewing the question as a whole, though there may not 
have been a reduction of population to that extent, is there not over the fall 
of the country where you are now placed as collector, a considerable reduction 
of the number of people ? 

A considerable reduction. 

428. Concurrently with that reduction of numbers there appears, to have 
been an increased quantity of spirits brought to charge, and an increased 
amount of revenue received ; that is the case, is not it ? 

That is the case. 

429. Do you think that those facts, namely, an increased consumption going 
on concurrently with a diminution of population, lead justly to the inference 
that illicit distillation has been diminished within that district ? 

Certainly. 

430. You have no doubt about that? 

Not the least doubt whatever ; and that is proved even in Derry, .by the 
two, not very large, distillers we have there. Here is a paper, showing for 
two-and-a-lialf years the workings of those two distilleries and warehoused 
spirits. There is an increase of 7,698 1. some odd shillings in the first year, 
the year ending 1852, from April the 5th, compared with the corresponding 
year, the previous year. Then the next year, 1853, with the corresponding year — 
in 1852 there is an increase ; and the increase, of 1853 over that of 1852 amounts 
to 14,759 1 

431 . When you say 1853, you mean the year ending January 1853 ? 

Yes. 

432. Is the year 1853 the largest amount that you have, between 1843 and 
1S53, say those 10 years? 

The largest amount that I have. Then for the half-year ending the 5tli of 
July, as compared with the half-year ending the 5th of July 1852, it shows an 
increase of 6,929, so that in two years and a half the duty has increased upon 
the previous two years and a half 29,280 /. 

433. Give us the money amount in both cases ? 

The first two-and-half years would be 1 05,700 L : the second two-and-a-lialf 
years would be. 135,000/. 

434. I asked you whether there, were particular districts in which the illicit 
distillation mainly has prevailed. What axe the causes which, in your judgment, 
distinguish those districts from districts in which the practice has not arisen ? 

The mountains round the place called Skerreen, in Tyrone, just above Gortin, 
and the Ennishowen mountains, affording such favourite, spots, near running 
streams and bogs, and many secluded spots and little glens ; these are the spots, 
which distillers choose to erect their stills, &c. 

435. What are the motives for the selection ? 

To avoid detection, and keep as secret as possible, from the Revenue Police, 
or from any person seeing them. 

436. In the lower lands, where fuel may be more scarce, and where the faci- 
lities of access are greater, does illicit distillation prevail ? 

Oh, no ; the spots chosen are those most secluded, and affording the advantages 
of fuel and water at hand. 

437. Earl 
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437. Earl of Wicklow .] But the revenue officers in those districts are well Golding Bird , E$q. 

aware of those particular localities, are they not ? — — i 

They are well aware of the localities, and they make very frequent excursions 20t 1 Ju )' lb 53 » 
over the country, and that is a great cause why the illicit distiller cannot go on 
successfully with his practices. 

438. Chairman.'} Have j r ou been able, in your capacity as collector of revenue, 
to form a judgment with what degree of efficiency and correctness the duties of 
the Revenue Police are performed ? 

They perform them with very great credit and exactness, and they are, I may 
say, untiring in their exertions to put down illicit distillation ; certainly reward 
is before their eyes, which, of course, makes them more anxious than otherwise ; 
but, taking them as a whole, they do their duty efficiently. 

439. Have you known instances of collisions between them and the country 
people, and riot, confusion, or loss of life ? 

Not of my own knowledge, I cannot speak; but I have heard such things 
years ago ; but at present there is nothing of the sort witnessed there : when 
taken, the distillers say, “ You are doing your duty ; be civil, and we. will go 
quietly.” I have arrived at some little information from having conversed with 
the private distillers themselves when in prison ; I have examined them separately, 
merely to see how their accounts would dove-tail ; I have taken one of them at 
a time, and I have arrived at the conclusion, that they would never think at all 
of resisting a body of police interfering with them. 

440. Chairman.} Are the Committee to understand that, in your judgment, 
the Revenue Police of Ireland have obtained a considerable control over the people, 
and have won the confidence even of the people whom they so control ? 

So much so, that l believe they have been the main cause of reducing illicit 
distillation to its present low ebb, and I do not believe that the people have the 
» least ill-feeling against them ; but only at the time they say, “We wish you had 
not come near us,” and quietly submit. I never saw a more quiet set of people 
than the low Irish are if you treat them accordingly ; they are naturally kind, 
and you may lead them ; but you must not attempt to drive them, particularly a 
body of them. 

441. Viscount Canning Does that apply to cases in which the body of 
Revenue Police is inferior in strength to the body of smugglers ? 

I have never known that occur, where the body of smugglers have been beyond 
the body of police ; the Police generally go in parties of eight or ten, or more, 
together, and I onty know of one instance of 13 persons being found in one 
distillery. 

442. Chairman.} And they are probably unarmed, whilst the Revenue Police 
are armed and disciplined ? 

The Revenue. Police go armed, and the very appearance of their uniform is 
enough to alarm the smugglers. 

443. Viscount Canning.} In fact, if the. smugglers did not yield so readily, no 
doubt that force would compel them to yield ? 

Yes ; but 1 never knew force, resorted to of late years •, but the smugglers give 
up very quietly; the. 13 persons I spoke of, immediately gave themselves up; 
some were lads, perhaps mere lookers on ; there will be always idlers looking 
on; they go to get what they call a drop of the first shot, and then they are 
ready to shoot off with everything if surprised. 

444. Earl of Wickloiv^] When you say the officers act under the desire of 
obtaining a reward, to what reward do you allude ? 

The Revenue Police are rewarded for every prisoner two guineas ; the Treasury 
allow that for every prisoner they take. 

445. What are they allowed for every still they discover? 

According to the value of the property seized after the expenses have been 
deducted. 

446. In fact the Revenue Police force have not only their regular pay, but 
they have a reward, which they obtain upon any discovery they may make ? 

Upon each prisoner being taken. 

(262. 3 .) f 4 447- Lord 
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447. Lord Broilrick .] Head-money ? 

It may be called head-money ; but it is not always paid ; perhaps there may- 
be little boys taken up. and the Revenue Police may call them prisoners ; the 
Board would not give, two guineas ; they would first inquire into the facts 
whether as to adults or persons arrested, and also into the merits of arrests and 
would reward the police party with the two guineas for the prisoner accord 
ingly. 



448. Earl of Wicklow.] For each prisoner ? 
If they deserved it. 



449. So that if they had taken those 13 to whom you have alluded, they 
would have had 26 guineas ? J 

Exactly so, if the Board considered they were entitled to them : boys of under 
14 years of age they would think it was not difficult to take them, and perhaps 
would not grant the two guineas. 1 



450. Is the preparation of illicit malt generally carried on in the same districts 
and by the same people who afterwards proceed with the manufacture of the 
spirit itself r 

The system generally pursued is this : they fix up a small kiln, merely a few 
stones, so that they can light a fire under it ; they will put a stretcher, composed 
of branches of trees or hushes, upon it, and a little straw, and upon which put 
the corn upon the kiln, having first steeped the grain ; the kiln will in some 
cases be half a mile distant from the place where they cany on their distilling 
operations. The time taken for fermentation, and so on, will occupy about three 
days ; that will include the fermentation and distilling for a 40 ballons still ■ 
they work it off m two hours, what they call the. singles, that is, the first or im- 
pure spirit ; they return it again, and then it is called the doublings, or poteen ■ 
altogether, taking the first working and the second working, and getting it into 
casks, it occupies about four hours. & 



4ol. C/m'rmm.] Do you consider there are cases in which they obtain their 
malt from the heensed .maltsters, or is the malt that they consume in illicit distil- 
lation mainly produced by themselves ? 

That would depend upon the season of the year : at present, when they are 
short of corn in those mountainous districts, they will go to the maltsters or 
sellers of malt, and purchase a small quantity of malt ; they do not use. much legi- 
timate malt ; they want it merely to mix with their raw grain, to open it, and get a 
better extract : all malt has a property of bursting ; it forces open the grain, 
which would otherwise close together in lumps, and they would lose part of the 
extract : m the season of the year when there is no com, they will go to the malt- 
dealers or the maltsters and buy ; the quantity is very small ; they generally use 
oatmeal if possible, and in winter they prefer doing their own malting, for this 
reason, they get it so much cheaper; their mode of malting requires so little- 
expense, and so little pains in making it, that it does very well for their spirits 
and it comes much cheaper, perhaps by one-third. 



452. Now, have, you ever been able to estimate the cost at which (assuming 
a given price for com) the spirit is produced by illicit distillation >■ 

1 have : the cost of malting oatmeal to produce 14 gallons of spirits, which, 

wwii. USe tllf f t . en i of the s ™ l 'ggfer, will bear one to three, that is to say. 
when they ascertain the strength for consumption, it is in this way. they pour 

5o^ 0 «ie\uhhi mt ° 6 ' eSSd l el ? TeiT low ’ an<1 the T calculate the bubble, how 
or brio* !? r “; and , the >' can calculate so nicely, that they will reduce 

; ,™ e S'uss of water will do very well for three of spirits, or one 
Tb™ it 1 fif fe eu hree S w ns °! Spmts ; that is commonly called one to three. 
Seul i t e market ’ as - near as 1 can calculate, I have tried the 
four ?, I, 51 * 4 many samples; i have never found it more than three or 
25 pe? cent P™*! Pereas the legitimate distiller is 



vnit°rar,'h, 1 5 J i? U v e so ,S ood 38 just to read the account consecutively, and then 
- can ^ urn back, and make any observations upon it ? 

Cost of grain 4/. 2 s. 6d. 



454. But what quantity of grain represents the 4l. 2s. 6d. ? 



Forty 
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Forty stone of grain ; the hire of the still is 1*. 6d., and the fuel 6d., and Golding Bird, Es*. 
Is. 6 d. for yeast, commonly called barm ; that will make 4 /. (is. ; the spirit pro- — « 

ducecl receiving water amounts to about 17 gallons : this was all sold at 7s. aoth Ju, y l8 53- 

per gallon; this brought 5/. 195.; then, adding the value of the refuse, potale 

and the grains, which they want for their cattle, may be calculated at 12s., 
making 6l. ll.v. altogether ; then deducting the outlay, there would be about 
two guineas profit, or a little over. This spirit, which fetched 7 s. per gallon in 
this particular case, was not to go to a public-house at all, nor to a shebeen- 
house. 

455. Where was it to go ? 

To a gentleman’s house. 

456. Earl of Wiclcloiv.'] Would the gentleman give more for it than the. 
shebeen proprietor ? 

They will give more for poteen than the best legitimate whisky. I know in 
Ireland there is a sort of fancy gentlemen have, viz., a sort of pride, in saying, 

“ I will give you a drop of the mountain dew ; ” the very name of it is enough ■ 
but a more impure spirit cannot be drank, because the essential oils are in it. 

457- Chairman.'] Do they not sometimes make use. of sulphuric acid, or what 
they term vitriol r 

Green vitriol or sulphate of iron is occasionally used by the publicans ; such 
practice obtains in London mostly, and in the making of gin more particularly ; 
its presence is at once detected by the. action of tincture of galls, or other 
chemical reagent containing tannin. 

458. Then, having given us this estimate of. the price at which the poteen 
whisky may be sold, can you tell us what, under similar circumstances, the 
price of the licensed whisky would be ? 

The distillers would sell in the. trade at nearly 65. per gallon, it being under- 
stood, that among most of the legitimate distillers there is often much com- 
petition and jealousy — one will, if possible, privately undersell another — and 
that they seldom or ever agree. On that head, therefore, we can only take 
the average, viz., about 5s. 10<r/. to 6s. a gallon: it may always be bought 
cheaper than poteen. 

459. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] And it is a much stronger spirit ? 

Yes. 

460. As much as between 25 and 3 per cent. ? 

Yes ; it is very seldom 3 per cent, over, and sometirries it is 8 or 10 per cent, 
under proof. 

461. Chairman.'] Then the cheaper price at which the legitimate distiller can 
produce his spirit, gives him a better chance in the, market in competition with 
the illicit distiller ? 

That would apply to a supposed public sale in both cases ; but it is amongst 
private persons the illicit distiller can get his own price, or nearly so, at any 
time. 

462. Earl of Wicklow.] When you stated that lie sold it at 7 5. to the private 
gentleman, do you mean to assert that that is the usual average price of 
poteen? 

No, not so high as that. I have known it as low as 6 s., and perhaps 5s. 10 d. ; 
but then the result w'ould be the same to them as if they had sold it much 
higher, because, they take care to water it so well, that they can afford to sell it 
low ; but, taken at the fair average standard, it is not lower. 

463. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] If this whisky is purchased for the she- 
been-houses or public-houses, what price would they give to the distiller ? 

About 6 5. a gallon. 

464. What motive, would the public-house or shebeen-liouse keeper have to 
buy the poteen in preference to the licensed whisky ? 

1 cannot see, unless it may be that many people who are. fond of going to 
the public-houses would like to have some spirits with what they call the Bush- 
mill flavour ; but it is very seldom the publicans take the illicit spirit at all. 
have this last year had cases under my direction where the supervisors under 
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me inspected the houses, and took with them their instruments, to ascertain the 
strength and quality of the spirit, and 1 think in upwards of 700 cases they 
have not met with one instance of illicit spirits being found. And with the 
ignorant people the very appearance of the hydrometer causes them to fancy 
that if there is a drop of poteen present, it will be found out ; and one man made 
this remark, “ It will not do ; this will tell directly so that the very instrument 
has a good effect upon the minds of such people. 

465. Then Mr. Sykes's hydrometer helps the exciseman in the discharge of 
his duty ? 

Yes, in ascertaining the strength of spirits. 

406. Does the difficulty in distinguishing the. one spirit from the other arise 
from the circumstance you have adverted to in the early part of your evidence 
namely, the establishment of such distilleries as those at Bush-mills, where the 
object is to assimilate as closely as possible the spirit produced in the licensed 
distillery to the flavour and character of the poteen ? 

The flavour and character come near to that made at Bush-mills ; hut still 
there is a difference, and a competent judge would still be able to distinguish tile 
one from the other. The spirit is devoid of impurity at the Bush-mills and 
there is something that is pleasing in it to the palate of those who drink it 
whilst the illicit distiller would not produce so good a flavour. 

467. Earl of Widilow.] Do they in Busli-mills distillery use. turf or coal ? 

I have never surveyed the distillery myself. 1 have merely had tlie spirit ; but 
as regards the flavour of that spirit, I believe that it is partly communicated by 
the means used in drying the malt ; for malt is so susceptible of change by 
the smoke, or any matter that may be introduced as particular fuel, and tlie spirit 

imbibes to some extent the flavour produced by the smoke of the burning fuel 

a flavour which it always retains. 



C*®™*-] Are you able to inform the Committee whether any con- 
siderable increase or reduction in the price of grain has the effect of either 
increasing or diminishing the tendency to illicit distillation in your district ? 

. An y maten al reduction in the. price of grain I hesitate not to say would 
give encouragement to the illicit distiller, because he would say, “ I can get a 
greater profit by converting my grain into spirits, and as to the risk, I care very 
very little about ; it may be two or three months at the utmost,” meaning im- 
pnsonment for that term, “ and we will try it.” 

469. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] As the price of grain by the last few years 

mJZZZF*?** l0Wer 14 was P reviousl y> think the amount of 
illicit distillation has increased in proportion ? 

the las t^vegr nd ^ baS S °‘ Up verr much ’ imd has not be ™ cheaper during 

470. I am speaking previously to the last six months ? 

tiv^ceTrpretLt 0 ^ ** ** m ° nthS TOS n °‘ COnsidered 80 r «ru- 

Taking the Returns that are before me, there has been a 
r ? ■. onsi ^ era ^ e reduction in the price of grain during the interval of time to 

which has beerf wax “ « P-rlfm the cJe of havkytlui price Iff 
tnn rr wy 7 considerably reduced in that interval, and the nriceof oats 
i ‘ do you attribute the fact of the increased quantity of licensed suirit 

brought to charge, even though the price of grain has SSed? SP 

the prife rfgSSTb ^ F i Ce n° f S ™ n haS dimMshed > ™ the contrary, 
coSrin iSrT^mT ^ adua % sotting up. When I first came to this 
donSSt money 7 M 6 * bOTre1 ’ and 1 COuld “* S et !t P™ *r *®rly 

4/ 2. Earl of Wiclbw ] Do you mean at this moment i 
it lias never been so cheap as in 1842. 

473. You have referred to two periods of two-and-a-half years each? 



hafb^fesS^lSt^vf 050 ^ 8 ’/ 0 you n °t believe the price of grain 
X S;!® '? th !; lat ‘ er of those ponods than in the former r 
i understand quite the contrarjr. 
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475. Chairman .] Would the prices in the market of Derry answer pretty GoMinji Bird, E*,. 
nearly to prices throughout the country ? * - — . 

I think they would, making a fair allowance for the. cost of transmission. 20,11 l8s3 ' 

47(5- Is not the grain that is used mainly oats ? 

Generally oats ; some barley and here or bigg, that comes in very early. 

477- The grain which is grown, both here and oats, is very frequently 
grown in the immediate vicinity of those mountain districts, or within thein 
where the. illicit distillation prevails r 5 

That is where you see it, certainly ; you can see between the mountains 
little patches of oats and barley ; and I have remarked, in going along with 
my staff, “ There is very likely a secluded spot near here ; the corn will be soon 
fit to cut, and private distillation may be looked for.” 

478. Before proceeding to distil, they must grind ; how is the grinding pro- 
cess carried on ? ° 

They have what are called querns. 

479- Two horizontal stones, one of which is moved by the hand? 

Yes; the grinding- for distilling purposes is merely a crushing. 

480. Have you known many instances in which the illicit distillers have 
conveyed their grain or malt to the ordinary mills of the country to °- e t it 
ground for the purposes of distillation ? 

Oh, yes ; but I have never known an instance of a respectable owner of a mill 
or kiln allowing anything of the sort ; it would be only some poor creature who 
had got a place you may call a mill or a kiln ; any person looking at it would 
not suppose, it was either. 

481. But are the mills in the country parts used by the distiller in proximity 

to his still, and in the neighbourhood which you have described as being remote 
and difficult of access ? ° ’ 

My opinion generally is, it is taken to distant mills and kilns ; hut those are 
occasionally used for such a purpose, particularly in those secluded spots, the 
people knowing well, that if an officer of Excise went to that mill in one 
of those very secluded spots, though his duty would compel him to go there, 
lie dare not touch one grain of that malt if he saw it, because he would consider 
his life would probably he the forfeit. 

482. Have any modes occurred to you, in your experience, by which the 
efficiency of the Revenue Police could be made greater for the purpose of the 
suppression of illicit distillation ? 

1 think if they have the assistance, to a certain extent, of the constabulary, it 
would afford them a greater opportunity of paying closer attention to the actual 
still-hunting ; the latter is a department which I would always leave the Revenue 
Police to work out. They should visit mountain districts, hogs, and all secluded 
spots, dells and dales, and every such place ; and I think the greatest thing you 
could do to annihilate the illicit distiller would be to give an opportunity to the 
constabulary, by affording them commissions, to allow them to intercept carts of 
spirits on the road, just to inspect the permits ; that would not occupy more than 
five or six minutes, and also as against persons carrying spirits, that they might 
find in their usual heats ; they have such a local knowledge as no other body in 
Ireland can possess, and if they have fair reason to suspect something going 
wrong, they should see to it. I would not wish the constabulary to lose their 
time in watching such matters ; but I would have immediate communication 
made by the constabulary to the chief officer of the nearest Revenue Police, or 
if the Excise, officer was nearer, they should communicate to him ; but if the 
constabulary saw illicit work going on, either malting or distilling, I would 
authorize them immediately to detect or destroy it, but T would not have them 
go out of the way of ordinary duties, not to mix themselves up with the duties 
of the Revenue Police beyond what I have now stated. 

483. You are acquainted with the Revenue Police ; supposing the Revenue 
Police, in place of being taken on duty in the strong parties you have described, 
were employed as separate patrols of one or two men each, passing through the 
country at night, do you think it would be very safe on their part to seize or 
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adding Bird, Esq. destroy any illicit spirit which they found in process of manufacture, or to disturb 
the manufacturer r 

20 th July 1853 . j t wou ia entirely depend upon the locality in which they saw the transaction 
going on ; if upon a fair and open road, I should not hesitate at all myself, had 
I hut one or two with me to make the detection and arrest of persons ; hut if 
I found illicit distillation or malting going on in some secluded spot, far away 
from any house or assistance, I should he very sorry to make the attempt ; 
because I should think, if it were not actually foolhardy, it would be very near 
it : I should be quite confident that I could not effect my purpose, and it would 
he ridiculous to try it. 

484. Have you Excise officers under your command in your connection, 
gaugers and supervisors, and persons of that description ? 

Yes. 

485. Do you think if two of those gentlemen were going about the country, 
and detected an illicit still, it would be very safe for them to seize and 
destroy it ? 

I am quite confident if they saw three or four of the smugglers about, they 
would rather turn their backs upon them than interfere ; they know they would 
have little chance against broken heads. 

486. Therefore is it to the strength, discipline and organization of the armed 
police force that you refer the secret of their success ? 

Yes ; the smugglers will generally quietly yield to force, if they see sufficient 
of it. 

48/ . Are you not aware that it is the duty of the constabulary force to go on 
patrol by twos or threes ? 

In threes, I think, well armed. 

488. At the utmost three, but most frequently two ? 

Yes. 

489. Are you aware that with regard to the constabulary force now esta- 
blished by law, the regular, complement in the county of Donegal is about 1/6 r 

Yes. 

490. Do you know what the number of Revenue Police is ? 

I do not know exactly ; but I know we have a greater sprinkling just in those 
districts than lower down. 

491. If those 176 constables constitute the regular establishment of the con- 
stabulary in the county of Donegal, and they were to be employed upon 
revenue duties, is it your judgment that it would be possible for them to discharge 
their ordinary duties for the preservation of the public peace ? 

I really think by extending that system as far as I say, and 110 farther, that 
they could do it without any inconvenience to their ordinary duties. 

492. Do you comprehend in that, giving to a force, so scattered, and acting in 
such small numbers, the duties and responsibilities of seizing smugglers, destroy- 
ing the implements of smuggling, and carrying away what they find ? 

I have confined the observation to their particular roads, that is, the high- 
ways ; but as far as byways are concerned, I leave them to our Revenue Police ; 
but I really think where they meet on their regular beats anything of that sort, 
it could be done so very quietly, and deposited at the barracks without any 
trouble, that they could be equally as much used for the protection of life 
and property, and the public peace and order, as they could without it. 

493. Do you consider that 176 men, which is the. establishment for the county 
of Donegal, would be sufficient to preserve the peace of the county, if they were 
charged with those revenue duties ? 

I think it would mainly depend upon the state of the country ; for unfortu- 
nately now in some parts of Donegal, particularly about Stranorlar and that 
neighbourhood, there is a strong Ribbon party, and the attention of tlie consta- 
buiaxy is necessarily directed very closely to such parties; therefore, perhaps, 
their duties are more arduous ; but, as a set-off, the force has been so materially 
increased ; that I thmk with the augmented force they might take this addi- 
tional duty, not at all preventing them from going on with their additional duties. 

494. You 
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494. You arc. aware that tlie 176 have been found so unequal, even for the Oolding Bird, Esq* 

administration of their ordinary duties, that there is an increased number now 

required and stationed in the county of Donegal ? 2 0 th July 1853 . 

There is an increased force ; hut whether required, I would not say ; but I 
would only say this, there have been no disturbances, there has been nothing at 
all to create alarm in the minds of the people— very little indeed ; and I think 
the chief cause of the increase of the constabulary force, is in consequence of a 
Priest making a mistake, by saying he was shot, when he was not, and they 
brought a large body of constabulary to the neighbourhood. 

495. You are aware that no increase in the ordinary establishment can by law 
take place unless the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland is of opinion that the ordinary 
establishment is insufficient for the purpose ? 

Yes, in particular eases : this is a particular case ; but I am perfectly aware 
that it is made quite a joke of. 

496. What is made a joke of? 

Having this additional force because of this drunken Priest, and that is the 
whole histoiy of it. 

497. If in the judgment of the Lord Lieutenant the present Parliamentary 
establishment of constables was found inadequate to its ordinary duties, and a 
larger force was added to the county of Donegal, how would it be possible the 
present force should discharge their ordinary and also increased duties ? 

If it were absolutely necessary, as represented to the Lord Lieutenant, to 
have a greater force, that would show that the present force would be inadequate 
to their own duties, much less to taking any extra duty ; but if, upon the repre- 
sentation of a matter of that sort, it was said to be necessary to have more men 
stationed there, it would give such an addition of strength to the previous force, 
that they could then take this extra duty> and not be, at all retarded in the 
discharge of their ordinary duties. 

498. Are you aware that whilst the expense of the regular establishment is 

defrayed, from the Consolidated Fund, the extra force is chargeable partly upon 
the local rates ? |J ' ! "\" r 

I only know it by the grumblings of the parties Who pay it. 

499. Then, if an extra force . were made necassary by reason of the new 
revenue duties which you suggest might be cast upon the constabulary, would 
not that, in point of fact, constitute as a local charge the collection of Her 
Majesty’s revenue ? 

As to the additional duty given to-, the constabulary, I do not- see that it would 
make any extra charge upon the revenue ; ..the . parties themselves would be 
remunerated for their services according to. the value - of the . detections ; no 
increased pay would be given to either oue body or. the other. 

500. But if the number were; 'increased, ancf ' the"' force, which is 176 in the 

county of Donegal, were rendered necessary to be augmented to double that 
number, would not the increase ,of number, even without, mi alteration of the pay, 
become an increased local charge? • : 

Yes, undoubtedly. ni - ; . , ; • 

501. Lord Stanley of Alderley.J Have you not already stated, that your 
opinion is, that under ordinary circumstances the same '-number of police would 
be sufficient, and that tlie additional duties thrown upon 1 them hi the way you 
suggest would not require an increase of’ force ? - 

I think I have stated so ; hut I said it would depend upon* the state of the 
country; the country being quiet, it would do Well ; but 'in disturbed districts, 
upon representation to the Lord Lieutenant, he could send down an extra 
force. ; . ■ ■ / . •(,; ;•}!,; 

502. But those temporary causes that may require tlM : additional number of 
police are entirely irrespective, of any question of thd employment of tlie consta- 
bulary in the detection of illicit distillation? 

I am quite of opinion that the present force, as I before said, where quietness 
is known to exist, could easily, without any detriment id them’ take this additional 
duty ; it must be understood that it is not so as might be supposed 
probably tlie examining of tlie permits. in the transit 1 of spirits may occur once 
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Goldina Bird, Esq . in a fortnight, or once in a week ; at most it could not take more than a very 

few minutes ; and the permits themselves are so expressive and so clear; and, as I 

«oth July 1853 . by the Regulations, that no man is admitted into the constabulary unless he 
can read pretty well, he can immediately see, if he do not understand strength 
and quality, as the permit expresses, that the spirits come from A. B., and are 
going to C. D., 20 miles off, and it was allowed three or four hours to get to its 
destination ; and if it be found that it ought to have been at its destination the 
day, or several hours before, it is fair to presume he would make a seizure. 

503. Chairman .] But, passing from the simple question you have put, of 
examining spirits in transitu, and ascertaining whether they are accompanied by a 
permit, and limiting my question exclusively to the recommendation which you 
have just given of employing the constables in seizing and destroying stills, potale. 
and the grain, that might be found, do you think that such duty could be per- 
formed consistently with the personal safety of the constabulary force ? 

The constabulary force could do it with safety, I think, because I have said 
they would be on their regular beats ; I would not have a constabulary man go 
off his beat but a very short distance ; he should never watch or follow up in 
the still-hunting line at all, but he might destroy anything lie saw; he might 
with great safety do that ; I have destroyed many a still myself in dangerous 
localities without the least fear of interruption. 

504. Do you think the Revenue Police force would be as competent as it is 
but for the system of rewards you have described ? 

The hope of reward sweetens labour ; and I really think with a reward before 
his eyes, if a man saw a smoke five or six miles off, and he had done as much 
duty as the nature of his instructions required, he would be tempted to follow 
it up. 

505. Then, do you think that the. employment of the constabulary as you 
recommend would be effective unless the system of rewards was extended to 
them as it now is to the Revenue Police ? 

I should restrict them ; they should not go out ; I said before, that they should 
communicate what they knew of at a distance to the nearest party ; but I would 
not have the constabulary taken off his regular beat to hunt about. 

506. My question is this : you have recommended that the constabulary should 
be employed in certain cases in seizing implements of distillation, and destroying 
or bringing them into quarters ; and I ask you, could you rely upon the perform- 
ance of that duty by the constabulary, unless they participated in the same 
system of rewards which are found necessary in regard to the Revenue Police ? 

1 think, to insure their faithful services, the best way would be to allow them 
to participate in the rewards ; but I should be sorry to say a man would go out 
of his way merely because he saw something for his own interest. 

507- Do you think that if the constabulary saw in those revenue duties a 
mode of participating in rewards whilst in their ordinary duties in preserving 
the peace, they were not rewarded in like manner, they would not be likely to 
desert their primary duties of keeping the peace for the more profitable pursuit 
of stills and smugglers r 

I think not, because they would know, by giving the information, they would 
be entitled to the reward. The Board would reward them as the persons giving 
the information to the proper parties, whose duty it would be to make the 
detection. 

508. Then, would it not be more, prudent to confine their services to giving 

the information, rather than connecting their services with the active duties of 
suppressing the illicit distillation, they participating in rewards for giving 
evidence : 0 0 

1 would not have a constabulary man go across a field to make a detection, 
but would have him communicate the matter ; though on the road-side, when he 
saw anything immediately before his eyes, he should have the power to deal, 
with it. 

509. Again I put the question. If the constabulary did so, taking into 
account the fact that they go in small parties of twos and threes, whilst the 
Revenue Police force go in parties of 12 and 13, do you think that they would 
be safe in the ordinary execution of their duty ? 

I do ;; 
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I do ; because I think the force is quite equal ; because though the Revenue Golding Bird , j&j. 

Police go in larger parties or companies, it must be considered that they go into 

spots where two or three of the constabulary dare not act ; where they go in - otl * July l8 53- 

twos and threes, they are upon roads, and not very distant from houses, so that 

they can do that which they could not do in the mountainous districts ; and the 

Revenue Police are required to be in large numbers in those isolated spots, 

because the persons who are seen the moment the still is taken, may be only a 

single man or two they can call oft' a larger quantity of the neighbourhood lying 

in their huts, which are so concealed, you can scarcely tell them, in some parts. 

510. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] Do the Revenue Police go in those large 
numbers except in eases where they intend to make a seizure ? 

Wherever they have direct information, they weigh the matter well, and take 
a sufficient number accordingly. I do not think they ever go so many as 13 ; 

I have seen eight or ten. 

511. Chairman .] Is it part of tlieir duty, as it is the duty of the constabulary, 
to patrol the country in parties of two ? 

Certainly not ; they are to go to remote districts. 

512. Lord Pomonby .] Did you, in your general knowledge of Ireland, ever 
know any animosity borne to any persons who acted in the performance of their 
duty ? 

Never ; they are well known, and all that is said is, “We know you must do 
your duty, and therefore you take us, and we will be quiet.” 

513. Chairman.'] Can you reconcile that statement with the. evidence you gave 
in relation to supervisors and gaugers, respecting whom I understood you to 
say, that if they did the same acts, though a part of their duty, they would be 
exposed to serious risk of life ? 

Yes ; I think I before stated, that if the officer, or the supervisor, but two 
together, went to one of those isolated places, where they had found a mill or a 
kiln charged with illicit malt, I think they would pause and hesitate before they 
would touch it ; I do not think they would touch it at all, because they would 
fairly calculate their life would pay the forfeit. 

514. Therefore the mere fact of a man being employed upon a certain duty, 
unless he had the means of defending himself against aggression, would not in 
the case of a supervisor or a gauger be a protection, in your judgment? 

There is a great thing to be considered, that the surpervisor and the gauger 
are men in plain clothes, with a pony or horse each, or with a walking-stick in 
their hands ; one man, well armed and in uniform, would do more to intimidate 
than four other men ; therefore, two or three men well armed would control a 
very fair body of smugglers. 

515. Therefore, your reliance upon the ready acquiescence of the smugglers 
to the authority of officers engaged in performing their duty requires to 
be somewhat strengthened by the presence of a sufficient force, either in arms 
or numbers, to enable such officers to resist aggression ? 

I am quite convinced that, according to our present number, and the extraor- 
dinary duty they have to perform, they cannot effectually perform it in those 
remote districts. 

516. Do you think that aid could be usefully given by the constabulary to the 
Revenue Police, if the constabulary were charged with the duty of escorting 
revenue prisoners to the County Gaol ? 

I think that where prisoners are taken by the Revenue. Police, if they were 
taken by the. constabulary, it would increase the facilities of the Revenue Police, 
to perform their duty in still-hunting, they having now to take their prisoners 
from the Petty Sessions, or from the Court, to the respective gaols to which they 
may have been committed ; 1 think the constabulary might do that without 
inconvenience : I have frequently met them with their own prisoners, and they 
might very easily mix the revenue prisoners with them. 

517. The present system, then, withdraws the Revenue Police from their more 
particular duties, and directs them to perform the duty of escorting prisoners to 
a distant gaol 1 

I have known them go 30 miles, and that weakens the force at home : so that 
(262.3.) g 4 if 
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if it were necessary to pursue a smuggler, they would not be able to do it, 

20 th July 1853 . because the force would be so weakened, in consequence of the employment of 
many of the men in conducting prisoners so many miles : they now go right 
through with them to the gaols : the constabulary only take them from one 
barrack to the next. 

518. Would the protection of the revenue be greater i'f there was an active 
effort made by the constabulary to put down sliebeen-houses, where spirits arc 
sold without a license ? 

I think that if the constabulary were empowered to enter houses called 
shebeen-houses, or houses where they saw people tippling, it would be a good 
thing; I think they ought to be authorized to go in and take away the spirits 
they might find ; I would not go so far as arresting the party selling, but I should 
certainly summon him ; that would be a better course, perhaps, than immediate 
arrest ; by an arrest they might make a mistake ; for in a cabin they would not 
be actually aware who was the owner, and so on ; they could get at those facts 
afterwards. 



519. Is not it the duty of every officer of Excise, if he is cognisant of the sale 
ingly^ Wlth ° Ut license > t0 treat ii; as an Excise offence, and proceed accord- 

If he suspects anything of the sort, he must endeavour to get a purchase 
made to get proof of the sale ; that is the plan at present ; and if a suspicion 
attaches to a shebeen-house, he should take out a warrant to search that house 
and upon finding spirits there, unless the party can clearly show that lie has 
come fairly by them, it would be his duty to seize them. 

520. Are those cases frequent ? 

Very seldom indeed. 



, ^ not f acfc that the unlicensed sale of spirits, whether the spirit 

be illicit or licensed, mainly takes place in the outskirts of the little villages and 
towns where entertainment ” is held out to strangers, or a turf is hung up bv 
a string to signify that spirits may be had within ? b 1 J 

. h n USeS aie Cdled sheb ? ei ^ h °uses, and years ago it was understood that 

a shebeen-house was a receptacle for illicit spirits only; but the change of times 
has made such ravages among that trade, that they now take, in nine cases out 
of ten, licensed spirits from the nearest publican. 

,? ut question of offence, is not dependent upon whether the spirits 

°f 'If de P™ dent "P on the sale without a license ? 1 

Upon the act of selling without being authorised by law. 

o23. And the mere possession of spirits, coupled with very slight proof of sale 

is sufficient for punishment, is not it? b p ’ 

„ n f 0 ta t w htl ”’^ f; y° u , on S ht t0 ha ve direct proof of the sale; and I would 
JfiS f hat au ? fficer ou S h f lf he f°™<l a small quantity of legitimate spirit 
to take it away, because it is very hard that a person, however poor may Tot 
keep a small portion of spirits m his house ; they generally do in cale of sickness • 
Tri swft f considered m almost every case of sickness a good thing by all the 
Irish but if I suspect that they have got it improperly, as the law Lpo"es the 

t,k?f U r n - tlle i°™ er aS t0 ll0w he came h y ;t > 1 should make no hesitation to 
take it, leaving him to prove the case before the Court. 

thifcf t ^y>r er ^ tlle . constabulary in that respect is precisely the same as 

^ -Wthepow y erof S Sn a g 



526. What 
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526. Wliat difference do you make between a poor man’s party sitting over GolimgBird, Eta. 

their punch, and a gentleman’s party oxer their wine ? 

The characters of the. party in every neighbourhood are well known generally !otil 1 a 53- 
to the constabulary, and they could draw tlieir own conclusion whether they 
were friends of the party’s, or whether they were merely drinking. 

527. Then, in fact, you would leave a sergeant, or a private constable, to form, 
a judgment in his own mind upon that matter ? 

I would leave him to form a judgment, because he really must, at the time, 
he guided by circumstances as they present themselves. 

528. So that if there happens to be in a village or town a party of fisher- 
men, say regaling themselves with spirits, you would think the constables ought 
to be authorized to take them prisoners, and leave them to account before a 
magistrate as to how they became possessed of these spirits r 

It would be such an extreme case, I hardly think the constable, however 
ignorant of his duty, would attempt to interfere in a case of that kind ; I should, 
call it a very extreme case ; I am confining my observations to houses known 
to be shebeen-liouses. 

529. Then, in fact, you confine your recommendation solely to the shebeen- 
houses ; you would not authorise it in any house that was not a regular and 
known shebeen -house ? 

Not unless a direct information was given against that house; and then, let 
the bouse belong to the highest or the poorest man, if an information, fairly 
supported, came before me, I should under the circumstances take such steps 
as I thought proper. ' 1 

530. If that house was known to be a shebeen-house, how do you account for 
its being permitted to continue in that state ? 

A knowledge of those places, and a continuance of the transaction going on 
in them at particular and regular times, excites suspicion; and, supicion being 
once roused in the minds of the constabulary or revenue police, it becomes a 
part of their duty and desire to watch and see how far they would be justified 
before they made any attempt to disturb the owner of that house. 

531. When they discover it is a shebeen-house, have they not the power of 
completely suppressing, it so that there can be no . more illegality carried on in 
that particular place ? 

They can go in immediately. 

532. Lord PonsovbyJ] When you say, known shebeen-houses, do you mean- 
reputed shebeen-houses ? 

They do go so far as to say they know them. 

533. Chairman. ] When the Revenue Police force is sent out on active duty, 

have they not all Excise commissions ? ■ 

No, they have not ; there are only some few of them, some of the sergeants 
and lieutenants ; but out of all the common men, I do not know of any one 
holding a commission ; he acts under the person holding the commission. 

534. Could they discharge the duties which you have described unless they 
were accompanied by a man having an Excise commission ? 

No ; because any person knowing they bad not got a commission, would not 
hesitate to force them out of doors. 

535. Could they make searches within the house; for instance, suppose they 
had reason to believe that in a concealed place in a house, say in the. cellar, 
there was illicit spirit, would they be authorised to make that search without an 
Excise commission ? 

No ; they are obliged to communicate to a superior officer. 

536. Then could the duties you have suggested, of taking and destroying the 
implements of distillation, be performed by the constabulary, unless they, or 
some of their body, were also armed with the Excise commission ? 

I would certainly give the superior officer of constabulary, whether the head 
constable, or any other grade beyond the common constable, an Excise com- 
mission. 

(262. 3 .) H 537. If 
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Seining Bird, Etq 53/. If he had an Excise commission, would not he, by reason of holding 
that, be bound to attend to the orders of his superior Excise officer ? 
a eth July i 5 3. Not at all; he would not have any control over him; the commission would 
authorise him to exercise the right of searching and seizing. 



538. Would not he be responsible to the Excise that had given him that 
commission for the mode in which he administered the functions which that 
commission authorised him to exercise? 



I think only as far as regards any particular act ; if under that commission 
he performed a particular act, that particular act would then become an inquiry 
of the Board; so far they are under control, but not otherwise. 



539. Then, supposing duties imposed upon the constabulary which they could 
not perform without an Excise commission, and supposing those duties per- 
formed by the constable, and the responsibility for those especial acts to the 
Excise Board cast upon that constabulary by reason of those special acts, would 
not the constabulary be subject to two masters, the Commissioners of Excise 
on the one hand, and the head officer of the constabulary on the other ? 

I think not, for this reason : a seizure made by the constabulary under the 
authority of a commission would be merely handed, over to the Excise, or to the 
Revenue Police, into their stores, and then, when the case was adjudicated 
they would merely appear to give their evidence upon it ; but they would 
not be under the control of the Excise in any way, save the delivering up of 
the seizure, and giving a particular account of all the transactions connected 



540. Supposing under that Excise commission they broke into a cellar to 

SS® a th f the -y couk * * ot make without that Excise commission, to 

whom would they be responsible for that act; would it be to the Excise Board 
who gave them the commission authorising the search, or to the eonstabu- 
gi7e it?° ^ neVGr S1Ven tll6m SUCh a commission > and had no authority to 

In every case they must be responsible for their acts. 

541. To whom? 

To themselves. 



542. To what superior authority would they be responsible ? 

if a constabulary man searched a house unauthorized, that is, without a search 

“Cplac “e Cg&T* * ^ ‘° P "°“ * who 



543. It is not the individual responsibility I asked you about hut the ™,hlin 
responsibility ; suppose an act done under the ExcW ^commSn by^ 7 cS 

gav^himthat autho“ ’ ^ * re8 P°“ iMe t0 Board who 

would go this far. that they 4>uld institute 

party deserving protection, employ their own law officer if it were f 

theman who had thus, perhaps, laid himself open 



544. Do you think that the Revenue Police could bp , c 

k4ttta?^S^S: y a pS^ t,WtSOrt! Ithiak « be 

would give each superior officer the authority over tL"bo°die a s . SUPeri ° r ' * 



but 



ticn of casting S p gS - S ‘ 

appomtment to enable them to discharge those dufe Teg^fy 

The 
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The exercise of such a commission would not bring them at all under the Golding Bird , Ssf 
control of the Board of Excise beyond the individual act they had done at any . — * 
particular time with regard to any particular seizure they made ; all that they ' 20th July 
would have to do would be merely to deliver up the seizure, and let the Board ' 

after hearing all the circumstances of the case, deal with it. 

547. Are you aware that by the law of the land an Excise officer in respect 
to the use of arms, and to the overcoming resistance or obstruction whilst upon 
duty, has much stronger and more effective powers than are vested in the con- 
stables ? 

The. law allows him, if obstructed, to use force to force. I have unfortunately 
had a case of that sort many years ago, where fire-arms were obliged to be 
used. 

548. An Excise officer has that power even without the presence of a civil 
magistrate ? 

The Excise officers have the right to carry arms. 

549. And to resist force to force ? 

Yes. 

550. And to break open doors, that is, under certain circumstances, to break 
open any interior door ? 

If he is authorized by a civil warrant. 

551. Therefore, the state of the law as affecting the Excise officers, and the 
state, of the law as affecting the constabulary force, differ the one from the 
other ? 

As to the constable, the law empowers him to open a door, and go in without 
a search-warrant. It is different in that respect with regard to the Revenue 
laws, because no officer dare lift the latch of a man’s door, however strong his 
suspicion may be, unless he has a warrant made upon formal affidavit before a 
magistrate. 

552. Do you mean an Excise officer ? 

Yes. 

553. Supposing an Excise, officer within a house, and to have reasonable 
ground to believe that in a cellar of that house illicit spirit was concealed, could 
he not without a civil magistrate’s warrant break open the door of the cellar, and 
search it for illicit spirits ? 

An Excise officer once in the house, even entering it without snspicion, has 
his attention drawn to something particular, and he believes that under his feet 
is concealed whisky ; he can then, without any hesitation, even rip up the floor of 
the house to find it ; but if he. does not find it, he would be liable to a prosecution 
for damage to the property ; he would do it at his own peril, and must abide the 
consequences. 

554. Earl of Wicklow. 1 Supposing the constabulary under a search-warrant 
should enter into a house, and there is reason to believe that the treasure or the 
goods that they are in search of are under the floor of that house ; do you not 
believe they would have the same power or the same responsibility to make that 
search ? 

Yes, precisely the same. 

555. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] In the event of your imposing those additional 
duties upon the constabulary, do you contemplate the probability of being able 
to dispense with the assistance of the existing Revenue Police ? 

No. 

556. Do you think you could diminish the number ? 

No ; I think I would rather increase the force to that strength which it was 
to consist of; because, looking to the enormous amount of duty it would have to 
perform, and looking to the very great temptation that little-minded people 
have of getting a little extra profit, they would run any sort of risk ; so that it 
would require very powerful strength to beep them down : I think it is better 
that they should be a sufficient force to carry the law properly into effect, and 
to suppress the acts entirely of the smuggler ; I am quite convinced that by that 
means his trade would be nearly annihilated, or put an end to ; I think in a very 

(262. 3 .) h 2 little 
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Golding Bird, Esq. little time the illicit distiller would be a rare man, indeed, to see in Ireland; in 

point of fact, they are reduced now so low in point of number, that the loss of the 

20 th July 1853 . duty to the revenue is not at all important. 

557. Earl of Wicklow.] When you make that observation, that the illicit 
distillation is so much suppressed that you think this small additional duty that 
the constabulary might be expected to lend would put an end to it altogether, 
do you think there is any probability of an increase of private distillation, in 
consequence of any increase in the duty upon the spirits ? 

If the duty had been a third more, the temptation would have been enough to 
have induced many to have carried on the practice ; but the duty itself fortunately 
being so small, it is scarcely felt ; and in receipt of the duty as I am, I can sav 
it is paid almost without a grumbling; they say, “ It makes no great difference” 
trade is better, and there is not so much illicit distillation.” 



558. What increased duty are you speaking of ? 

On spirits. 

559. When established? 

The recent duty. 

560. Do you allude to the present duty, or the contemplated duty under the. 
new Act of this Session : 

The 8 d. a gallon, I mean. 

561. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] Do you remember the increase of duty in 
1841 or 1842 was the effect of raising the duty at that time to increase very 
materially the amount of illicit distillation ? 

I had only just arrived in the country ; but from what I heard then, they said 
“ Now we have got such a high duty, very likely there will be a little more illicit 
distillation but it had not that effect : that was about the time Father Mathew 
was going about, and almost everybody was taking the pledge, and there was a 
great falling off in the consumption of spirits. 

562. You attribute the falling off of the duties then to the extension of the 
movement on the part of Father Mathew, and not that the revenue was 
defrauded by an increased amount of illicit distillation ? 

1 think mainly the diminution of duty must be attributed to the temperance 
movement ; of course. I do not speak of my own knowledge ; I have heard that 
there was illicit distillation going on, and in particular about Kilkenny ; but it 
so tinned out, that I do not think above one or two seizures were brought into 
the store of illicit spirits while I was there. 



563. Chairman.'] How do you account for the fact, that the increase, of the duty 
in 1841, 1842, 1843 produced a diminished receipt, and the repeal of the duty of 
the additional shilling at once produced an increase of the spirit brought to charge • 
if, comparing the spirit trade of 1 837, 1 838 and 1839, under the low duty of 2 s. 4d! 
with the trade of 1841, 1842, 1843, at a duty increased to 2 s. 8 d. and 3 s. 8 d! 
the first period shows 34,346,000 gallons brought to charge, and 3,960,000 l. 
duty received, while, the second period of increased duty exhibits only 17 301 000 
gallons, and 2,620,000/. duty; whilst after the. reduction of the duty from 
35. 8 d. to 2 s. 8 d., the quantity and revenue rose to 22,008,000 gallons, and to 
2,934,000 l . ; how do you account for these variations by Father Mathew’s 
spirits’' GXiSted throu S llout tlle P^od, and not to the varying duty on 

It must be taken into consideration that a change of the. law will act a great 
deal upon individuals ; and the very idea of getting spirits cheaper very power- 
iully affected the prices, and it became an inducement to those who were willing 
to break the pledge to do so ; it gave a sort of spur to people to drink spirits. 

564. But if the same result is shown by the effect of high and low duties 
long before any pledge whatever existed, and if the amount of duty paid spirits 
ha. been found to > vary with the amount of duty which was enforced, how would 
you account for that fact, there being no pledge in question at that time ? 

I think m the years 1839 and 1840 there were several distilleries broken up 
mtirely ; and also I must say that a great change in the survey of Excise took 
place about that time. The visitations were more frequent and the operations 
perhaps more severe; and I do believe that some of the distillers who were 

guilty 
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guilty of fraud to a great extent, left the distilleries, and the distilleries were 
many of them in ruins, or converted into some other factories. 

565. Did that change of the law produce the following facts : that in the year 
1829 the amount of spirits brought to charge was upwards of 9,219,000 of gallons ; 
that after the imposition of the additional shilling duty, in June 1830, the amount 
fell in 1831 to 8,700,000 gallons, to 8,600,000 gallons in 1832, and in 1833 to 

8.100.000, in three consecutive years ; whilst the repeal of that additional duty 
in the year 1834 produced an immediate increase in the years subsequent, to 

11.300.000, gallons in 1835, to 12,248,000 gallons in 1836, to 11,235,000 in 
183/, and to 12,296,000 gallons in 1838 ; how do you account for that increase ; 
was there any alteration in the law on which you can rely at that time, except 
the reduction of the duty, and which would account for such facts r 

There was no alteration in the law ; but certainly the temperance movement 
had not any effect upon the distillation at that time. 

566. I call your attention to the fact, that, pending that temperance move- 
ment, when the duty was reduced, the consumption of licensed whisky greatly 
increased, it being raised from 8,000,000 up to 12,000,000 of gallons; how can 
you attribute that to any cause but the one, the reduction of duty ? 

A reduction of duty enables the distiller to sell his spirits at a reduced price, 
and that gives great encouragement to the trade : persons who could afford to 
purchase a few gallons of spirits at a low rate, could not afford to pay a high 
price, and therefore when it gets low, they may indulge by making purchases. 

567. I think you stated, in an early part of your examination, that the 
increase of the duty-paid spirits might fairly augur a diminution in the illicit 
trade, and in like manner the diminution of the duty-paid spirits might infer an 
increase of the illicit trade ? 

It is a very fair presumption, if you impose a heavy duty upon an article, you 
certainly increase the inducement on the part of those disposed to commit fraud, 
to do so, that is very clear ; if, on the other hand, you lower the duty, so as to 
make the article come within the means of the ordinary purchaser, he is more 
ready to purchase a little more than he would be if it was dearer. 

568. Beyond that, again, does not the greater amount of duty, which may be 
evaded by the illicit distiller, furnish him with a greater temptation to evade it, 
and a higher profit consequent on evading it ? 

The greater the inducement, the more likely the operation of the distiller 
would be on the fraudulent side ; but, I am very happy to say that I do not know 
of any such fraudulent distillers now ; the business is done in a more straight- 
forward and honourable way ; I do not think there is the disposition that there 
was some years ago to commit fraud of that sort ; the traders seem inclined and 
willing to carry on the trade in a fair and legitimate manner, as far as I can see, 
•and the proof is that there are so very few detections made at the dealers, and 
even at the public-houses. 

569. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] Is not it your opinion that the less amount of 
revenue, which was paid when the duty was raised, proceeded from the 
diminished consumption on the part of the population, and not from the small 
■quantity of spirits that came into the revenue in consequence of the increased 
amount of illicit distillation ? 

The people at that time were largely taking the pledge, and the demand for 
spirits was lessened ; that is the only way in which I can account for it. 

570. Chairman.'] Have you any doubt of the diminution of the illicit distilla- 
tion concurrently with the increased amount of spirits brought to charge, when 
■we find that in the year 1833, under the high duty, the number of persons con- 
victed for distilling offences was 2,194, whilst in 1835, in which year the reduc- 
tion took place, the 2,194 convictions were reduced to 1,248, in 1836 to 903, in 
1837 to 682, and in 1838 to 593; how do you account for those diminished 
convictions, except by lessened smuggling ? 

I can only say illicit distillation must have been going on then extensively, but 
I was not in the country then. 

571. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] Might notit also be attributed to the increased 
-efficiency of the Revenue Police and of the Excise surveyors, who in the first 

(262. 3.) h 3 instance 
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Bolling Bird, Esq. instance would have a larger crop of convictions, and by their exertions dimi- 
■ nish them so that they would decrease 1 
Yes. 

5/2. Chairman .] I proceed to the period when you were in Ireland. In the 
year 1842 there had been an increase of a shilling duty put upon the spirits ; pre- 
viously to that period, under a duty of 2s. 8<i, in the year 1841 namely the con 
victions were only 228; in the year 1842, during the half-year in which the 
nicreased duty was imposed, the convictions rose to 474 ; in the following year 
before the duty was reduced, they rose to 1,035 ; and upon the reduction, they fell 
to 462, to 270, and to 176, in the successive years 1844, 1845 and 1846 that 
being during the services of the reorganized Revenue Police made under 
Colonel Brereton ? 

I think a charge of that kind might be attributed mainly to the effective 
service of the Revenue Police, as also of the Excise officers, because I think that 
111 all cases m mainly depends upon those who have got to exercise the authority 
of the law; if the Revenue Police, as they have done undoubtedly, do fulfil 
their duties, and the officers of Excise do theirs, I will defv illicit distillation 
ever to arrive to any material extent. 

573. lien do you think that if the duty; was raised to the original sum 
at which it was imposed, and the force of the Revenue Police was augmented to 
any possible amount, they could keep down illicit distillation ? 

I think so. 

5/4. Are you aware that at the time when the duty exceeded 5 s.. and whilst 
there was a power of imposing townland fines, and punishing distillers by trans- 
portation, this severe exercise of the law being enforced by military assistance 
was, nevertheless all found to be ineffectual, the avera^eTS S 
years of a duty of os. 4 id. showing only 3,173,000 gallons 6 of duty-paid spirits 

“oi a o e o 0 re X°sV f dUt7 111 1823 ‘° the tW ^ 

I merely heard of those things ; I know nothing of them myself. 

Re™Le L poficeT W% ' ] ^ ™ S bef ° re the establishm ®‘ of the existing 
Long before ; at the time the Excise officers could take out soldiers. 

. CWmrni.] Do you, then, rely sufficiently upon the Revenue Police to 
unagme that a duty exceeding 5 s. could now be collected ? 

Not to rely entirely upon the Revenue Police ; they would require the assist- 
ance I have before mentioned to effectually destroy illicit distillation. 

addWou 1 tTfu 8 y ° U S u°V lle f 8ista ” Ge of tte whole of the constabulary, in 
addition to the Revenue Police, do you conceive that the duty of Ss could be 
levied upon spirits, so as to be productive to the revenue, and that illicit distil- 
lation could be effectually put down ? 

I think it might very easily ; it would be impossible for illicit distillation to 
be earned on to any extent , there might be a'solitary instance, but that TouW 

rt,» 78 ' KaI f o{ Wicklow.] Do you think that under this increased duty of 8d 

than^that dEfflLf ^ leSS 

Always. 

579. Even with this additional duty ? 

Yes ; because the private distiller might get more for his article. 

580. _ Do you not, then, believe that, so long as the price of the legally distilled 
spmt is lower than that which could be produced by the private Sher the 
imiueement to private distillation will be so small, that it is not likely to increase 

I think it would fritter way. 

the imposMon ° f a ugher *** bet ° 

They have already raised it, and I do not see it has made much difference. 

582. Is 
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582. Is there no difference in the price of the spirit ? 

Yes ; but it is a mere trifle ; it has made no material difference as to the 
trade, and as to the consumption of the legitimate spirit. 

583. You state that 8 d. duty is now paid in your collection ? 

Yes. 

584. Has the price of the licensed spirit risen in that proportion, or in any 

proportion ? 3 

It has risen ; but whether in exact proportion to the amount of the duty or 
not, I cannot say. The distillers themselves frequently will undersell each other ; 
but it has had a rise in the market. 

585. Then, in proportion as the price of the licensed spirit approaches to the 
level of that of the illicit spirit, will there not necessarily be the result of a less 
sale of the licensed spirit ? 

The licensed spirit is always sold ; and even now, with the rise of duty it is 
much lower than the illicit spirit. 

586. But will not the sale be more or less in proportion to the price ? 

From the statement I have already made, showing the very great increase of 
the amount of duty paid up to the very present moment, it shows that the increase 
of duty has not at all injured the trade ; the trade goes on just as flourishingly 
as ever. 

58/. You are aware that the interval which has passed is not the interval in 
which the great fact of the illicit distillation takes place ; you must wait for 
harvest for that ; is not that the fact ? 

That is the very season I should like to see before giving a decided opinion. 

588. But is not it the fact ? 

I hesitate not to say that it is ifiy firm conviction, that as soon as harvest 
comes in, there will be among the little farmers some who will venture part of 
their crops in making spirits. 

589. Has it come to your knowledge, that in the north of Ireland, within 
your own district, even since the announcement of the alteration of the duty, 
preparations are being made for the extension of illicit distillation, by raising 
new stills ; have you ever heard of that ? 

I have heard it so stated, and I have heard it contradicted ; and from the 
inquiries I have made, I do not think there will be found more stills in my collec- 
tion than there were. 

590. Are you acquainted with Mr. Humphries ? 

Yes. 

. 59 }■ Do you think he is a good judge of the state of that country from his 
intelligence, and from his being conversant with land in the management of 
considerable estates ? 

He ought to be ; he has charge of Lord Abercorn’s estate. 

592. Is not he a gentleman likely to be conversant with those matters r 

You must receive with a good deal of caution what you hear in that country : 

I heard there was a still in the neighbourhood ; I set my supervising officers to 
watch ; they did watch ; but they could not find the least truth in what they 
heard. The Revenue Police from Stranorlar came down, and made a search, and 
they have not made any discovery ; but still, at the same time, a private still 
might exist without either party catching it, unless they had direct information 
against that particular still. I do not think, in consequence of the rise of duty, 
that there is any contemplation by the illicit distiller to increase his operations 
to any extent. 

593. Then it would surprise you very much to learn that within a certain 
district, upon information that has been given, 13 illicit stills are prepared to be 
set up upon a property of 2,000 acres ? 

I he only answer 1 could make fairly would be, that I should receive such 
information with a great deal of hesitation before I gave full credit to it, let it 
come from what quarter it might, because I know the feeling of the people, 
a .now P rett y well what their intentions are, that they would not have so 
(262.3.) h 4 many 
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Goldmg Bird, Esq. many stills : in the first place, the secrecy would he so great amongst them, 

**■ that it would not he known that so many stills were intended ; because if that 

iot.h July 1853. knowledge was abroad, of course it would get to the ears of those whose business. 

it would he to search it out ; the stills are always made by travelling tinkers : 

wherever you see those fellows about, you may suspect something : I have, when- 
ever I have seen them, caused an extra watch to be put upon them. As to the 
13 stills in part of my collection, it would puzzle any one to find that number 
in the whole, of it. 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 



Mr. A. Lancer. MR. AMYRALD DANCER is called in, and examined as follows : 



594. Chairman.] YOU are in the public sendee ? 

I am. 

595. What office do you hold? 

Second Inspector of Revenue Police. 

596. In what part of Ireland have you served ? 

I have served in Donegal, Louth, Leitrim, Mayo and Roscommon. 

597. In which of those counties have you found the tendency to illicit distil- 
lation the greatest ? 

In Mayo and Donegal. 

598. Is it in all parts of Mayo, or are there particular parts in which illicit 
distillation prevails r 

When I was in Mayo, about 16 years ago, it existed to a very great extent in 
the neighbourhood of Newport, on the sea-coast; and I may add all along the 
sea-coast. 

599. In what parts of Mayo was it that it was less practised ? 

Towards the interior of the county, as it bordered on Galway and Ros- 
common. 

600. Was the part of the county in which it was practised the less accessible 
and the more mountainous ? 

Yes. 

601. Your experience is probably the same in respect to other counties, that 
it is in the mountains and the least accessible parts that it prevails ? 

Yes, certainly. 

602. Your revenue prisoners in the county of Mayo would be committed to 
the. county gaol of Castlebar ? 

Yes. 

603. Have you known instances in which the number of revenue prisoners 
was at one time very great in Castlebar ? 

I have heard so. 

604. Were you employed in the Revenue Police before its reconstruction, 
under the authority of Colonel Brereton r 

I was. 

605. In what condition was it anterior to that reconstruction as compared' 
with the present in point of discipline and efficiency ? 

Very inferior indeed to its present condition. 

606. Were the class of men employed as officers, with those exceptions like, 
yours, different from the class of men you have now under your authority ? 

Very much so. The class of privates employed before the reconstruction of 
the force was generally old men and pensioners, and persons of that description, 
appointed without sufficient scrutiny. 

607- It is now more efficient and more orderly ? 

Certainly, very much so. 

608. Have you had any instances of those collisions with the people, that/ 

appear 
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appear from Papers before Parliament to have been not unfrequent anteriorly to 
tlie reconstruction of the force ? 3 

I have never had any case of absolute collision ; I have been threatened but 
never had any absolute collision. 5 



609. What is the Act to which the Revenue Police 
The 1 & 2 Will. 4, c. 55, and the 7 & 8 Geo. 4, 
Acts. 



look for their authority ? 

, c. 53, are the principal 



Mr. A. Dance/'. 

20th July 1855 , 



610. In your capacity as inspector, you hold an Excise commission, as well as 
your appointment as Inspector of Revenue Police 3 
Yes. 



611. And it is in force of that appointment that 
functions of search and seizure ? 

Yes ; in consequence of holding that commission. 



you can exercise your 



612. Are all your men furnished with Excise commissions, or only the officers 
and sub-officers r 

The officers, sub-officers, and some sergeants ; but not all ; those are called 
commissioned sergeants, and they hold Excise commissions. 

613. Could you send out' a part of the men for the execution of the duties 
now entrusted to the Revenue Police without being accompanied by some 
person who held an Excise commission ? 

hio; it would be quite illegal, and is never done. 



• G14 - 1 C rl (i y° u ’ * n makin S a Parch when admitted into a house, break open 
internal doors, and search cellars, and perform those functions, if vou had not 
your Excise commission ? 

Certainly not. 



615. Earl of Wicklow.'] Could you do all those acts you have specified with 
your Excise commission ? 

Yes ; and the finding of any illicit article justifies it. 

616. Supposing you exercised those powers with your commission, and did 
not find anything, what do you suppose might be the result ? 

I think it would lie illegal. 

61/. Chairman.] Supposing you had got information of illicit spirits in a 
house, and you had procured peaceable entrance into that house, and that you 
were within that house, and that you broke open a door of a cellar, and 
searched, and found nothing, would you be liable to action for that, acting: 
bona fide? & 

I think I might offer to make good any damage that had been done, and I 
think that would go in a great measure in justification of the act. 

618. Lord Beaumont .] You are liable to action equally ? 

That is my opinion. 

619. Chairman.] Upon that point of law you would rather refer to the solicitor 
of your department ? 

Certainly. 

620. Have you found that your mode of search, and the functions which you 
exercise, are operative in your judgment for the suppression of illicit dis- 
tillation ? 

I think there can be nothing more perfect, generally speaking, than the system 
at present adopted. 



62 1 . You have been employed in the county Donegal ? 
I have. 



622. The Revenue Force in Donegal is very large, as compared with the other 
parts of Ireland, is not it ? 

Yes, I think so ; there is a fourth of the force in Donegal. 

623. Has it occurred to you whether that force could be made more efficient 
oy any alteration of the existing law, or the existing action under the law ? 

I think it could. 

(262. 3 .) I 624. In 
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624. In what respect ? 

I think some of the duties might be partially taken off the Revenue. Police, 
and performed by others. 

625. By what other force ? 

By the constabulary force. 

626. What are the. duties you think they might advantageously perform in aid 
of the main purposes of the Revenue Police. ? 

Mills and kilns are absolutely necessary for the carrying on of illicit distilla- 
tion : I think they are in places that might be visited by the constabulary force 
without much inconvenience. 

627. By that, do you mean the larger mills and kilns, or the smaller establish- 
ments of that description, which are up the mountains ? 

The smaller establishments of that description are generally at the road-side, 
and very often in places patrolled by the constabulary force. 

628. Then you mean registered mills and kilns, and not the smaller mills that 
are up in the mountains ? 

I mean the registered mills ; the smaller kilns are merely temporary erections, 
and can be removed without much inconvenience, and reconstructed again. 

629. Has it come within your observation whether the largest amount of the 
preparation of malt and grinding is carried on in mills and kilns of the descrip- 
tion that you have described, which are registered and public, or in the smaller 
establishments in the mountains ? 

I would fancy in the mills which are in the most retired places. 

630. Is not the hand-mill, called in Ireland the. quem, a great deal used for the 
purposes of illicit distillation ? 

I think it is seldom had recourse to now : I have, heard of such instances, 
and I have seen the machine itself, but I think it is seldom used. 

631. Then, where, according to your experience, does the grinding of the malt 
or the grain take place ? 

In the small mills. 

632. "Which are registered ? 

Which are all registered. 

633. You consider, therefore, that the visiting of the mills and kilns on the 
part of the police would be advantageous as an aid to your duties ? 

I think it would. 

634. Are there any other functions that you think could be advantageously 
performed by the constabulary ? 

The illicit spirits when distilled are generally sold in the populous parts of the 
country in which there are stations of constabulary, and I think they might 
control the transit of spirits on their being removed from one. part of the country 
to another ; it is generally on the road that it is conveyed. 

635. Can you tell the Committee in what mode it is generally removed ; is it 
removed in carts in a covert manner, or on horseback ? 

I would say very seldom in that covert way ; it is generally removed on horse- 
back ; two kegs are put into a sack, and the sack tied in the middle, and laid 
across the horse, on which the man sits ; the man sits on the sack, as it were on 
a saddle, and in that way it is generally conveyed. 

636. Is it thus conveyed through the villages and towns where the constabu- 
lary have a station ? 

Very often so. 

63“. Then, so far the aid that could be given you by the constabulary, you 
suggest should be directed to the inspection of those persons in transitu , and to 
ascertain whether they had permits for their spirits ? 

I think it would be very advantageous, without giving much additional 
trouble. 

638. Do you not consider that great advantage would be derived by imposing 
upon them the obligation of escorting your prisoners ? 

It would be a great relief. 

639. W r ould 
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639. Would not it relieve you from the necessity that must sometimes arise ot 
breaking up your parties by sending escorts to distant county prisons ? 

Yes ; I have often known a party so broken up, that the still-hunting duty 
could scarcely be performed within the week. 

640. And during that interval of time would not there be great facilities given 
for illicit distillation ; would not the removal of the party be perfectly well known 
to the illicit distiller, if lie chose to inquire ? 

Yes ; he is ready to take advantage of everything of the kind. 

641. In your judgment what would be the effect of not only employing the 
constabulary for those purposes, but uniting them with you, or conferring upon 
them powers similar to yours for the actual still-liunting, and the detection and 
punishment of the illicit distiller ? 

I think illicit distillation requires the undivided attention of some force ; for 
performing those duties in remote places, and at distances from the constabulary 
stations, and their withdrawal for revenue, puiposes, would leave the country 
open to other violations of the law. 

642. Do not your parties on service consist of a much larger number of men 
than are employed upon the ordinary patrol of the constabulary ? 

Much so ; I would say three or four times more. 

643. And have you at all any confidence that those duties, such as the seizure 
of stills, and the seizure of potale and malt, could be performed, if your parties 
were broken up into parties of two or three each ? 

Certainly not, with safety. 

644. You are acquainted with the practice which obtains over a large portion 
of Ireland, of the unlicensed sale of spirits in unlicensed houses ? 

I know what are commonly called the shebeen-houses ; I am acquainted with 
them. 

645. Do you consider the existence of those houses affords a vent and a sale 
for illicit spirits to any extent ? 

■ Where illicit spirits are extensively distilled, they are extensively sold in those 
houses, and their vicinity. 

646. Have you reason to apprehend that those houses are also productive of 
danger to the public peace in the country ? 

I would fancy so ; I would think them receptacles for all bad characters. 

64 /. Are they to be found mainly in the populous parts of the country in the 
neighbourhood of towns and villages, or in. the mountains ? 

They are. to be. found in both places, but I would say more in the populous 
places, because there is more call for them, and they get more to do. 

648. Are you aware that under the authority given by Lord Eliot, when lie 
was Secretary for Ireland, the constabulary are required to report to their 
Inspector-general any information which they may receive, showing the pre- 
valence of illicit distillation ? 

Yes ; I have heard of that order. 

649. Have 3 r ou received, in the course, of your duty, benefit from that instruc- 
tion ? 

In very few instances; in some we have, but very few. 

650. You have, stated that you consider the suppression of illicit distillation 
to require an increased force, and a department especially established, like the 
Revenue Police, for that single purpose ? 

The undivided attention of some force. I think to be necessary. 

651. And that without that you would not rely upon the execution of the 
duty if it was accompanied with other duties that might be sometimes of a 
conflicting nature ? 

I would not rely upon the duty being properly performed in such a maimer. 

652. Are you aware that at times, from the peculiar circumstances of 
Ireland, it becomes necessary to remove a considerable portion of the constabu- 
lary force from one county to another, or from one district to another ? 

Oh, yes ; I have seen many instances of that. 

(262. a.) I 2 653. Supposing 
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653. Supposing the revenue functions were assigned to the constabulary, 
would not there be, under such circumstances of removal from their ordinary 
stations, a great encouragement given to illicit distillation, unless there were a 
sufficient force, like yours, appointed for the purpose ? 

Certainly, the smugglers would be quite alive to take, advantage of everything 
of the kind. 



65 i. Are they not very ready and energetic in taking advantage of every 
opportunity of that description ? 

They are very watchful, indeed, and very intelligent. 

655. I believe the operation of distilling is so speedy and so simple on the 
part of the illicit distiller, that if there was an interval of time afforded him, he 
would be able to realize a considerable result, by working in the absence of the 
force that was intended to control it ? 

Yes ; they work very speedily, indeed. 

656. Do they not hire the still, and bring it to the particular place where it is 
wanting, and set it to work immediately ? 

They do ; when the potale is ready to be distilled, they hire the stills, if they 
have not them of their own. J 



65 7- And the preparation of the malt is very simple also by the distiller in the 
mountains ? 

It requires some days; but the process is very simple, and is carried on in 
remote places by kilns easily constructed. 

658. You are familiar with such places ? 

I have seen many of them. 



659. Do you think that the visiting of those places, and those consequent 
duties, could be performed by the constabulary where the illicit distillation is 
carried on 1 

I think they could not perform that duty with due attention to the, perhaps 
more particular duties they have to discharge. 

.wLd ate ”P ted , to 0a ?7 011 your duty with the small parties you have 
described, and condemned, as being inadequate for the duties allotted to them, 

the fflicTdistiUer^ CaSCS ° f P0SSMe ™‘ enCe aUd resistance 011 part of 
I think such occurrences would be inevitable. 

Ifoshowm° f Wtat P art of the country are you stationed in now? 



T 6 l!ft^f° W W 14 SUlCe y0U left that P art of the country? 
i iett it on Sunday morning last. J 

thatmountry at t^time^ou'le^it*? 16 * ncrease ° f ® a P-its, was known in 
It was known, I think, in a very few days after the law took effect 

fo4TopMon PreSent SayS ° : the SeaS ° n ° f the year scarcely enables me to 

it bC ab ° Ut harvest - time ’ if ®ch a desire existed, that 

ies ; the latter end of September, or the beginning of October. 

people tee te tet wLu'bet™ ge " eraUy the 

Ioca% ’ do 

JTrere may be, to a certain extent, but I think not a very formidable one. 

do you think? 

669. If 
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669. If certain limited powers of aid were given to the Constabulary, such as Mr. A Dancer 
I think you yourself have already distinguished, without at the same time calling — 
upon them to perform those duties of still-hunting which properly belong to aoth Jul y * 853 . 

your department, do you think that such a change of practice would counter- 

balance any disposition that might arise to renew the system of private distilla- 
tion in consequence of the increased duty upon spirits ? 

I think it would go a great way in that direction. 

6/0. Would it be sufficient to counterbalance altogether that additional 
impetus ? 

I think, generally speaking, it would ; perhaps in some parts of the country it 
might not, owing to the habits of the people, and local circumstances. 

671. Chairman .] In Donegal you have described the force as being very con- 
siderable, above one-fourth of the whole force of the Revenue Police in Ireland: 
in those parts of Ireland where the Revenue Police Force is not so great as it is 
in Donegal— take the case of Mayo, for instance, or any other of the other 
counties with which you are familiar, in which illicit distillation prevails, but 
with a less force than you have in Donegal— do you not apprehend the. danger 
.of a revival of illicit distillation there ? 

I think there may be a revival, to a certain extent, but not a very great 
extent ; when illicit distillation is put down, the peasantry seldom revert to it. 

672. Do you not think the amount of licensed spirit which is brought to 
charge, its sudden diminution and its sudden increase, if those increases and 
diminutions are found concurrent with the rise and fall of duty, and if at the 
same time the number of detections are found to increase in proportion as the 
duty is high, and to diminish in proportion as the duty is low, do not those 
circumstances establish the fact that the high duty has a tendency to encourage 
illicit distillation, and the low duty to counteract it ? 

I think there can be no doubt of that. 

673. Would you be disposed to recommend any amalgamation of the Revenue 
Police and the constabulary force except for functions wholly separate and dis- 
tinct from your peculiar functions in searching, seizing and detecting the stills 
and the distillers ? 

I think this duty can be performed better by a distinct force. 

674. What would be the effect if your men attached to the Revenue Police 
were allowed to be called out, and employed by the constabulary officers in aid 
of their ordinary civil duties ? 

The distiller would be then left to himself, and, of course, would take advan- 
tage of it. 

675. What effect would it produce upon the discipline of your force, and the 
control and authority you could exercise over your men, if they were subjected, 
in any respect, to a double authority ? 

They could not serve two masters as well as one ; and the duties of the one 
force, I think, might interfere with the duties of the other. 

676. Earl of Wick low. ~\ Do you conceive that, in the degree of aid which you 
contemplate to receive from the constabulary, it would be necessary to subject 
them in any manner to the authority of the officers of your department ; would 
it be necessary, in order to enable them to perform those functions you wish to 
see given to them ? 

I do not think it would. 

677. Chairman.'] If, in your judgment, giving to the authorities of the con- 
stabulary a power over your people would be disadvantageous, by reason of the 
divided responsibility it would produce, would it not lead to the same, conse- 
quence if the officers of your department were given authority over the con- 
stabulary r 

I see it would have the same effect. 

678. But, without interfering with the proper organization of the constabulary, 
yQU consider that in those respects to which you have adverted they might 
materially and beneficially aid your operations ? 

I think they might materially. 

679. Should you think it wise to entrust to them, in any shape, acting dis- 

(262.3.) I 3 tinctly 
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tinctly and separate from you, tlie power of seizing stills, seizing potale, seizing 
malt, and acting, in fact, in the suppression of illicit distillation ? 

Their parties are so small, I do not think they could do it with safety. 

680. Are. you able to tell the Committee whether the constabulary, generally 
speaking, are considered to be a popular force, and are well received by the 
peasantry of the country ? 

Very popular, I would say. 

681. If in their detachments they were employed not only in the duties you 
have recommended, but in laying hold of the stills, and in seizing potale, and in 
seizing malt, do you apprehend that then’ popularity might be somewhat 
endangered, as well as their persons, whilst executing their patrols in parties of 
twos and threes ? 

If it became generally known to the peasantry that it was absolutely part of 
then- duty, 1 do not think it would have a bad effect ; it might make a private 
enemy ; but I do not think it would have a general bad effect. 

682. I think I understood from you, that if your people were to go out in 
small parties for the purpose of seizing stills, and suppressing illicit distillation, 
you think they would be exposed to somewhat of risk and danger ? 

They would. 

683. Would not the constables going out in small parties for duties of that 
description be equally exposed to risk and danger ? 

Certainly. 

684. Would they not he more exposed to risk and danger from the conviction 
that has hitherto jirevailed, that they were employed for the purposes of the 
pubhc peace alone, and not for purposes connected with revenue ? 

I think it would make them more unpopular than the Revenue Police. 



6S0. Your duties being notoriously and avowedly for revenue purposes, no 
person can doubt that it is your obligation to fulfil them s but if the con- 
stabulary, originally instituted and primarily established for the purposes of the 
preservation of the pubhc peace, were also employed for purposes of seizing 
stfils and the implements of the Illicit distiller’s trade, would not he be. exposed 
to still greater inconvenience than your corns would be ? 

I would say much more so. 

686. Do you not think that it would lead to difficulties in the performance of 
their own more peculiar duties, as keepers of the peace » 1 

the ffisdmrge'of thei/o^n'duty? ^ ^e, that it would interfere with 

68/. You are aware that it is the duty of the constabulary to attend at fairs 
Ittend' Tthem^T’ ?“ endat Petty sessions to obey the magistrates, to 

Sd T “T” 8 - ? ^ e . y the of the Court, and to 

the turtheiance of criminal justice; how would that he consistent 

ffistthlfion ? 0rm ™ Ce ° f aCtiTC dUtieS f ° r the Sdzins of stills - alld suppressing 

two to’ies h^g ““ them ' 1 md ™ the P— y of ^e 

applic atioiT of id l°nf fh v* 6 e . xtenc ^at you yourself recommended the 

you think W0llld w the 

I do not think it would. 



L am not prepared to suggest any other. 

' efficiency 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON EXTENDING THE FUNCTIONS OF THE CONSTABULARY IN IRELAND, 7l 

efficiency of the- officer, who, I think, ought to be above being influenced by any 
motive of that hind ; but, in my opinion, an increase of fixed pay would have a 
good effect on officers and men. 

691. Earl of Wicklow.'] The officer, in fact, does receive his proportion of the 
reward ? 

He does. 

692. Chairman.'] And that system has been from the first, I believe, in your 
experience, adopted by the Revenue Police? 

As long as I have known it. 

693. Earl of JVicklow.] Has it ever been at any time diminished in amount 
whilst you have been in the service ? 

Not since I joined, but immediately before I joined, I believe it was very much 
lessened. 

694. Chairman.] The reward is 21. 2s for the arrest of a prisoner, and 2 s. 
per bushel for the seizure of illicit malt, and for the illicit spirits at the rate of 
the duty r 

That is the regulation. 

695. Should you rely upon the active co-operation of the constabulary if your 
men were, receiving this reward, and they were not ? 

I think they should receive the same amount of reward. 

696. Supposing that, in prosecuting their revenue duties, they received those 
rewards, and that whilst fulfilling their ordinary and civil duties they received 
no reward at all ; should you place any very great reliance upon their strict per- 
formance of their civil duties which were without reward, and not being diverted 
in preference to revenue duties accompanied by reward ? 

I should suppose that they would attend to the duty that they received the 
most reward for ; but, at the same time, I apprehend that, being promoted, which 
I should suppose they would be, from the performance of their more particular 
duty, that that would counteract the effect. 

697. Is not that giving a reward in another shape, a reward by promotion? 

Yes. 

698. Are- you not aware, from your own experience, that reward by promo- 
tion depends upon other circumstances beyond the mere merit of the men ; that 
there must be a vacancy, and that there must be a position to which they can 
be named in the way of promotion ? 

Of course ; but those vacancies are always occurring. 

699. Earl of Wicklow.] But if this new duty was imposed upon them, would 
not the creditable performance of it come into operation in any consideration 
of their promotion as much as the other portion of their duty, supposing they 
had the united duties imposed upon them ? 

The proper performance of their present duty I suppose to be of a superior 
kind ; for instance, making a person amenable for any great violation of the 
law I would consider to be superior duty, and worthy much more of reward 
than protecting the revenue, when it was not the particular duty of the force, for 
which it was constituted. 

700. But still, do you not believe that the strict and energetic performance, 
of any duties imposed upon them would naturally, be taken into account when 
considering them fit persons for promotion ? 

Of course it would have that tendency. 

701. Chairman.] Supposing that any of the Revenue Police were combined 
with the constabulary, and in their combination with the constabulary rendered 
useful service in the constabulary corps ; do you think the Revenue Police would 
be the best judge of the merit of that service, or the constabulary force, to 
whom it had been rendered ? 

I would think the constabulary authorities would be the best judges. 

702. Then would not it be. throwing a difficulty upon you in your force if you 
had to give promotion in your force, not by reason of services rendered under 
your own observation, and under your own officers, but services rendered to 

(262. 3 .) I 4 another 
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Mr. A. Dancer, another department, from which alone you could only receive reports, without 
7T\- an y knowledge derived from your own observation of the merits of the officers ? 
a uth July 185 3- j woulA cocsi der it a difficulty. 



703. Have you observed, during the time that you have been engaged in 
this service, any increase or diminution of illicit distillation ? 

Of course fluctuations take place. 



704. What circumstances appear, in your judgment, to have, produced such 
fluctuation as shown in the increase of illicit distillation ? 

Grain being at a low rate of price, and probably other circumstances. 

705. Earl of Wicklow.'] But those fluctuations you consider to have taken 
place whilst the private distillation was actually in general operation • is not 
that the case ? 

Yes. 



706. But, supposing the private distillation to be suppressed altogether do 
vou suppose that those accidental circumstances to which you have alluded would 
cause any difference with respect to the revival of it ? 

If a very great inducement was held out to the smuggler, I suppose, he would 
revert to his old practice ; but I think it would not be easy to induce him to do- 
so if he saw the advantage of giving it up. 



wl; f I J£ uesll0n is with reference to those particular circumstances that you 
have stated have occasionally made a variation in the extent of the. system ; would 

acta: U r*“roreS? ,,U5 '° Ur *° ^ the system, if it were 

I think the fluctuations would. 



Is not the tem l )ta ‘i™ to illicit distillation the amount of 
profit that the man can make by the sale of his spirit? 

Certainly; an additional inducement is, the remains of the material that has 
been converted into spirit being of advantage to his cattle. 

1 i he m m Sure ,’ tllen > of ,he P rofit a ma n can make by illicit distillation 

“at TafhJ to dSifr " Up ° n ^ ^ is 

Yes, certainly. 

„Z 10 .', T ^ n ’ is . lt oa that ground you state that tile low price of tile raw 
M n co^e e ®“" " ^ ° fferS " teml,tati ° n t0 the illicit 






I think the higher the duty, the greater the inducement. 



prices 3 ' of kgd aL A lla^ aW T’- in r m ' knowW S e <* the comparative 



between the 

715. In Inishowen? 

In Inishowen. 



the private liquor dlsffledhf : / pri f ume that a great deal of 

, It is ; I would suppose some Pf l T * * * 



It is; I would suppose som^fthri- 0 -. the Deri 7 market, is it ? 
but it is sold to the cLss of farming Kenaemn^nd 3 " 1611 10 * e . Deri y market ; 
for home consumption, ramg g- en, and persons of that description. 



717. Is 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON EXTENDING THE FUNCTIONS OF THE CONSTABULARY IN IRELAND. 73 

717. Is it your opinion that at the present time the purchasers of spirits and 
the drinkers of spirits prefer the poteen to the legal spirits ? 

I believe they do. 

7 18. Lord Brodrick.] Do they consider it the better spirit ? 

They consider it a more harmless spirit than the licensed spirit. 

719. Earl of Wicklow. ] And also more palatable ? 

I believe that depends upon taste. 

720. They consider it so ? 

Yes. 

72 1 . Chairman.] You know something, I believe, about the county of Leitrim ? 

Yes. 

722. Are there not districts in Leitrim in which illicit distillation has very 
much prevailed ? 

When I knew Leitrim, it prevailed to a great extent in part of the county of 
Leitrim. 

723. In what part of Leitrim is the county gaol ; is it in Carrick-on- 
Shannon ? 

The county gaol is in the town of Carrick-on-Shannon. 

724. Have you ever visited that prison in looking after your own prisoners? 

I have never been in it. 

725. Are you not aware that a very considerable number of revenue prisoners 
at one time have been in that gaol ? 

That is so ; I am aware of that. 

726. Do you know at all the number they have ever had at one time 
there ? 

I do not know the numbers at all. 

727. Do you know the average numbers that have been confined in Lifford 
Gaol for revenue offences at one time ? 

I have heard very great numbers ; I could not be exact, but I would suppose 
a very great number. At different times prisoners have been liberated before 
the expiration of their term of imprisonment, and it has been owing to the 
crowded state of the gaols, I believe. 

728. ' In other counties where illicit distillation prevails, are you enabled to 
tell us whether it is or not true that the revenue prisoners bear a very great 
proportion to the whole number of prisoners that are confined to those 
prisons ? 

I think it is so in some counties. 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 



Mr. A. Dancer. 
20th July 1853. 



Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned to Friday next, 
at One o’clock. 
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Die Veneris, 22 ° Julii 1853 . 



LORDS PRESENT: 



Earl of Glengall. 

Earl of Stradbroke. 

Viscount Canning. 

THE LORD MONTEAGLE 



Lord De Tabley. 

Lord Stanley of Alderley. 
Lord Monteagle of Brandon. 

of Bbandon in the Chair. 



MR. JASPER JOHN BARRY is called in, and further examined. 




730. What would you consider that profit to he ? 

s ‘ to be !? e value of the grains which would remain after the dis- 
tillation of about 10 gallons of spirits. 

731. What use are those grains applied to ? 

They are applied to the feeding of milch cows, for the most part. 

^? 2 ; When you state the sale of grains would produce 7 s. profit, is that a 
marketable profit, or is it the return you conceive the distiller, who was the 
owner of the cows, would obtain from the use of the grains ? 

1 think it would be the marketable profit ; but I think he would attach a 
great deal more value to it for the convenience of feeding his cattle in the remote 
mountain districts m which hay and fodder can only with difficulty be obtained. 

e grams, or wash as it is called, is of peculiar value, as it enables them to pre- 
serve their cattle in good order, and, in fact, in some cases, to save their lives. 
i nave also remarked at fairs, that it has been remarked by people when they 
see a cow in good order, “ That cow,” they say, « probably belongs to an illicit 
distiller, and has been fed upon grains.” 

733. Viscount Canning .] Suppose the illicit distiller had no cattle for which 
o use the grains, would not the grains resulting from the distilling of 10 gallons 
o whisky be a very unmanageable article, that is, a very little portable com- 
modity to take to market ? 

He would not take it to market at all. 



734. Would not it be so to take it to any market ? 

, would not take it to any market ; his neighbours would come for it, and 
ake it away themselves ; they would purchase it on the ground. 

735. From the place where the still stood? 

ies, from the place where the still stood ; they generally attend there if they 
tlTf an( * P urcbase it a t the time the distillation is going on ; they take it in 
at way. I have frequently arrested persons who have stated in their defence, 
and 1 believe their defence was true, that they merely went there for the purpose 
tbe & ra ^ ns f° r the use of their own cattle, and that they had no 
ntention of engaging in the distillation. 

( 262 - 4 0 K 2 736. And 
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Mr. J. J. Barr,,. 736. And upon receiving that defence, how did you deal with them ? 

They are equally liable : we arrest and punish them merely for being found 

ssd July 1853. j n tlie p lace . tJlat gi Tes us t jj e p 0wer of immediate arrest ; and whether they are 

concerned in the distillation or not, it does not matter. We merely say, “ We 

found you there ; that is enough.” 

737. Would any of your body then, that is, the Revenue Police, take upon 
them the arresting of a person conveying away the grains obtained in that 
manner ? 

If we found a person conveying grains* we could not legally arrest him, I 
think, because the spirit is actually extracted from that material, and therefore 
he is not liable to arrest, and we should pass him by. 

738. I understood you to say that you had met with persons carrying those 
grains? 

We have met with persons waiting in the still-house, the spirit being then in 
process of distillation, until the distillation had taken place, in order to get the 
refuse. 

739. You caught them on the spot ? 

We caught them on the spot in the still-house. 

740. Chairman.] Could you tell the Committee whether by statute, and if by 
statute, by what statute, a protection is given to officers of the Excise acting 
under their warrants, and resisting any obstruction to their authority? 

I think both the Revenue Police and the officers of Excise are amply pro- 
tected in that respect. 

741. Could you refer us to the Acts ? 

The 7th & 8th of Geo. 4, c. 53 ; that is called the General Regulation Act, and 
also what we call the Illicit Distillation Act, which is the 1st & 2d Will. 4, c. 55 : 
both of those Acts confer very great powers upon us. 

742. Of protection, if you are acting bond fide in the execution of your 
duty? 

A protection, if we are acting bond fide in the execution of our duty : the 
manner in which that is done is, that if we find anything, the finding is a justi- 
fication ; but if we do not find anything, and if an action be brought against us, 
the magistrate may certify that we had a probable ground for acting, upon which, 
nominal damages only shall be given ; and if the verdict be in our favour, we 
have treble costs awarded to us. I may also add, that the Coast Guard have 
equal power in every respect to us, and to assist generally in the suppression of 
illicit distillation. 

743. Viscount Canning^] That applies only to the tract of country within a 
short distance of the sea ? 

From the sea-shore. 

744. Chairman^] Has not that co-operation been less frequent since the 
Treasury sanctioned the establishment of an Excise steamer to communicate 
with the islands ? 

It has. 

745. Previously to that, had you any efficient means within your own corps of 
giving effect to the suppression of illicit distillation in the islands ? 

We had none, except in some places boats were provided; but it was with very 
great difficulty we could act. 

746. Was not it practically more expensive than the system that has been 
substituted for it, and which is efficient ? 

To be sure it was. 

747. Has any other suggestion occurred to you since you have given your 
evidence ? 

I think the Illicit Distillation Act might be made much more effective than 
it is, by being released from the control of the General Superintendence Act 
of the Excise. 

748. Would the effect of that alteration be to render the proceedings of the 
Revenue Police somewhat more independent than they are now ? 

It would, and more summary. 

749. Viscount 
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749. Viscount Canning.'] Will you explain that ? Mr. J. J. Barry. 

The 1 st & 2d of Will. 4 appears to me to be an Act which the Legislature 

wishes to be summary. The times laid out for the dates of the summons are 22d Ju, y l8s3, 
shorter than other Excise Acts ; we are required to give at least six days’ notice, “ 

but not more than 1 4 days’ notice, to the person we proceed against ; but the sum- 
mons and the day of the hearing of the trial must not exceed 14 days from the date of 
the signing the summons. In other Excise Acts it was simply that it should not be 
more than 1 4, but it has been lately reduced to not more than 10 days ; but there is 
no restriction as to the date, except that it shall be more than 10 days. We are 
obliged at present, before we prosecute any individual, to write a statement of the 
whole case to the Honourable Board of Inland Revenue, and receive their order to 
enable us to prosecute before the magistrates ; and I think that might alto- 
gether with great advantage be done away with, and that the illicit distiller 
could not be subjected thereby to any hardship from us, as the magistrates and 
the Board of Inland Revenue could have a sufficient check over us. That 
would very much facilitate our prosecutions, for at present we cannot prosecute 
persons numerously in consequence of the restrictions upon us. We are re- 
quired to state a great many matters for the information of the Board, and also 
the evidence that we can bring forward, previously to the Board granting us 
an order to prosecute : the Board are always very anxious indeed to meet our 
suggestions ; but, practically speaking, I find that that prevents us bringing 
forward many prosecutions that we otherwise might effectually do. 

750. Chairman .] Do you think that change could he effected, giving more 
efficiency to your force, without being productive of any hardship or incon- 
venience to the parties against whom you have to proceed? 

I think so. 

751. Viscount Canning .] And without leading to the risk of frivolous prose- 
cutions being undertaken ? 

I think so. 

752. Chairman .] Would the Excise Board itself still have the means, if 
frivolous , prosecutions were undertaken by their own officers, of either removing 
them, or casting the expense upon the officers themselves, in such case of sup- 
posed misconduct ? 

They certainly would ; they do at present require us, in cases of arrest, to 
report every case, whether a man be acquitted or convicted, and they might do 
the same in cases of summons. I am a law student, and that is the reason 
why I presume to suggest what I do relative to the Acts of Parliament. 

753. Then may I ask if you can tell us whether the constabulary, in the dis- 
charge of their duty, have as effectual protections as you have described to be 
given to the Excise officer in discharge of his duty ? 

No. 



The Witness is directed to withdraw. 



ROBERT DOBBS COULSON, Esquire, is called in, and examined 
as follows : 

754. Chairman.] WHAT office do you at present hold in Ireland? R. D. Couhon, Esq. 

I am Stipendiary Magistrate for the county of Tyrone. 

755. How long have you been connected with the public service? 

Ten years on the 1st of June, when my appointment was dated. 

756. Have you been uninterruptedly in the position of resident magistrate? 

I was for two years police magistrate in Belfast previously. 

75 7. In the town of Belfast? 

In Idle town of Belfast. 

758. Have you since then been altogether in the county of Tyrone 5 

I have been permanently a resident magistrate there : I have been on tem- 
porary duty in Tipperary, Donegal, and other places. 

(262.4.) k 3 759. As 
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■R. -D. Cotdson, Esg. 759. As resident magistrate, have the condition and duties of the constabu- 

32 d July 1 8 sy lal Z, of Irelaud come ™ der your frequent, or, perhaps, constant observation ! 
______ They have. 

760. The county of Tyrone, I believe, is one of those in which, to a certain 
extent, illicit distillation has at times been prevalent ? 

It is so. 

761. Take that county as an example, has distillation prevailed throughout 
the county, or only in particular parts of the county ? 

In particular portions of it. 

762. Will you describe the portions in which it mainly prevails, and state also 
the reasons which, in your judgment, lead to the existence of illicit distillation 
in those parts, and not in others ? 

It easts in the more mountainous parts of the county, particularly in the dis 
trict adjoining Gortin, and the district of the Munterlony mountains, and at 
other extremities of the county. There are, I think, five Revenue Police stations 
in the county. 

• 7 l 3 - respect t0 the state of the district “ wl «ch it exists, and the district 
“ I “ ch he ather non-existing, or less prevalent, what is the relative condition 
ot those two districts as to population ; which of the two is the most populous f 
population 4 WeU anSWer that ques4ioni 1 do not recollect any difference in the 

764 I mean, if it is to be assumed that illicit distillation mainly exists in the 
disfflMont tobe ^ P ° PUl ° US partS > g6nel ' aU y speak “& that illicit 

forR^iSXS’ tllere ^ " g “ ter “» 

gr^tionrfpXleT ” ^ to ™ S a » d ^ - d a eon- 

Yes. 

“ S that Mention of the 

Particularly directed. 

districts kthe\Shbn°ofl! he C Tm bularyj which of those two classes of 
cusmcts is tue attention of the constables most directed ? 

lo the populous parts. 

t™ 8, m re tteir ? U y ie ? dir eeted to the most populous districts to the 

state? IS thC constaMar y force > within your observation, in a satisfactory 
I think so. 

770. Efficient and well disciplined ? 

raiy lining the t eXp ? rieMe . ” °wn county and in Tippe- 

perfeet satisfaction with the manner in iS “/Slefrtoy* 0 “ **“ 

selection 1 ? 16 ° f the meu is S enera % satisfactory, is it not, on their first 

torilyi every way™' they™ e ° a faetafy! 0 ” 8 perf ° rm 4heir duty most satisfac- 

genendly possess the confidmce^rthTTOjSt* 1 ,!?h pe ° P £’ d ? 5™ 1 find that they 
bulk of the population? ** °^ e ’ an< * are kindly considered by the 

are Though they very often 

1 ere y° u would suppose animosity might be 

created, 
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created, it passes off; there is no ill-feeling beyond the excitement of the 
moment ; that would naturally exist, 

773. Have you known instances in your neighbourhood of actual obstruction 
or acts of violence by the people against the constabulary when in the execution 
of their duty ? 

Not in my county ; I am particularly fortunate in that. 

774. Do you consider that such good feeling as you have described to exist 
between the constabulary and the people is essential to the due performance of 
the duties of the constabulary ? 

I do ; and I think it renders their duties much more easily performed • the 
people respect them, and I think deservedly. ’ 

775. Do you think that such circumstances facilitate, on their part, the 

obtaining of evidence for the detection and prevention of crime and’ the 
apprehension of offenders ? ’ 

I am sure that it is the case, because the people have confidence in them * 
and though they are often brought in contact, it does not create any disrespect- 
on the contrary, so far from it, the constabulary can obtain information very 
often from the people, and do obtain from them useful information. 3 

776. Earl of Stradbrohe . ] Do the people know that the constabulary are 
generally selected from being men of the best character ? 

I should believe so, because it is a matter of great consideration and anxiety 
among the rural classes to get their relations and friends placed upon the 
constabulary. 

777- And they undergo an examination before they are placed there? 

I believe so ; I have not been myself connected with the constabulary. 

778. Chairman .] Are you able to inform the Committee whether, by reason 
of the emigration that has been going on, and the somewhat improved demand 
for labour consequent upon that emigration, it has become more difficult to 
obtain the services of the same class of persons that were formerly desirous of 
entering the constabulary as privates ? 

Of my own knowledge I cannot say so, not being connected with the con- 
stabulary ; but I have no doubt upon the subject ; I have been informed of it 
by constabulary officers and persons who know it. 

77 9. Have you been able to trace to illicit distillation any direct evil conse- 
quences beyond those necessarily attending the violation of the law, and those 
which must likewise attend the loss of revenue ? 

No, I do not know of any. 

780. Were you in that county before the Revenue Police was reorganized 
under Colonel Brereton ? 

No ; 1843 was the time of my first going there. 

781. Are those portions of the peasantry who are engaged in illicit distilla- 
tion quite as much to be relied upon in maintaining order and the peace as 
those who are free from such transactions ? 

I can speak to their characteristics from having had a good deal to do as a 
magistrate in the management of those cases, in Gortin district particularly, 
a P4 J they are of a wilder and more untamed nature ; they are not so 

civilized; they are in the bogs and wilds of the country. 

782. Viscount Canning.'] Do you say that generally of the population of the 
Gortin district, or particularly of that part of the population that is engaged in 
illicit distillation ? 

In the Gortin district I speak of; the Munterlony mountains are more 
favourable for illicit distillation, as is the case with those mountain districts over 
Ireland. 

783. May it be fairly assumed, that in that district everybody is more or 
ess implicated or interested in illicit distillation ? 

I think so certainly; people do not entertain the feeling there against illicit 
distillers that they would against people who committed any other offence; 
they do not hold it in the same contempt. 

(262. 4.) k 4 784. Chairman .] 



R. D. Coulson,Esq. 
22d July 1853. 
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784. Chairman .] The illicit distillers, when they are apprehended and 
charged with offences, come before the various benches of petty sessions, at 
which you assist officially ? 

They do. 

785. Have you found any difficulty in enforcing the penalties of the law in those 
various petty sessions at which country gentlemen assist and attend with you ? 

There is no resistance and no difficulty when cases are proved ; I have never 
found any difficulty in the execution of that duty ; if it be an immediate arrest, 
of course the parties are there ; and if a conviction takes place, they are handed 
over to the Revenue Police. I have never heard of any occurrence where there 
was a rescue attempted, or any disturbance created. 

786. Have you found, amongst the local magistrates with whom you attend, 
any indisposition, where a case has been proved in evidence before them, to 
carry the law into effect by punishment of the offender ? 

I have always found them most anxious to do their duty independently and 
straightforwardly on all occasions, even the landlords of those very men who 
are acting in that way. 

787. How many petty sessions have you to attend within your district ? 

Six I generally attend ; I have the entire county ; and, of course, any part 
where I am required I go to. I used to go oftener to Dungannon than I do now ; 
they do not require me. About seven to nine petty sessions, on an average, 
each month I attend. 

788. The evidence you have given relates to the whole of the district you 
are acquainted with, and the magistrates acting in that district ? 

Yes ; it relates to the entire county. 

789. Where prisoners are convicted in a summary way before petty sessions, 
what is the course generally taken for the transmission to prison of such of them 
as have been convicted by the magistrates ? 

The usual practice is, that when a man is convicted of an offence, he is taken 
charge of by the constabulary ; and if his committal be made out, he is handed 
over to the constabulary, with the warrant directing them to convey him to the 
gaol, and directing the gaoler to receive him. 

790. Will you state whether that usual course which you have described is 
that which is applicable to the revenue prisoners ? 

No, it is not ; they are specially exempted ; the constabulary do not take 
charge of them ; they are handed over to the Revenue Police. All those revenue 
cases are prosecuted by the officer, and his police are with him. 

791. And by that force taken to their ultimate place of imprisonment, the 
county gaol or house of correction ? 

Yes, they are ; if it be a conviction requiring a levy warrant in the first 
instance, and the convicted person be not present, the levy warrant is given to 
the officer. If he fails in finding goods, he makes a return in the usual way to 
that warrant. A body warrant is then issued, and he arrests him himself, with 
his men, on that body warrant. 

792 ; Is not the consequence of casting upon the Revenue Police the duty of 
escorting their own prisoners to the county gaol the removing of a considerable 
portion of the Revenue Police from their proper duties during the tune of such 
transaction, as well as casting upon them very long and fatiguing marches in 
the escorts of their prisoners ? 

It does take them from their stations, there is no doubt ; but, in the first 
instance, they must come from their stations to prosecute the offenders, at the 
petty sessions. It generally prevents them from going back to their stations 
immediately when the conviction has taken place, because they have to transmit 
the offender to the gaol. 

793. During the time of their absence, must not a considerable facility be 
afforded to the illicit distiller in resuming his operations ? 

The same facility that would be afforded to any person to commit an offence 
in the absence of the constituted authorities — the constabulary police, for in- 
stance, in escorting their prisoner upon his conviction. 

794. Should 
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794. Should you see any practical inconvenience or objection to charging the R.v. Couhon.Esq. 

constables with the transmission of revenue prisoners, as they are now charged 

by law with the transmission of all other prisoners after conviction, under 22 d July 1853 . 
a magistrate’s order ? 

I do not see that there would be any objection to transmit them as any other 
prisoner after conviction would be transmitted ; but still there might be some 
difficulty in it : if it were an immediate comiction, and the man present, there 
could be no objection to hand him to the constabulary, and have him escorted ; 
but there would require to be a distinction between evidence and proof in a 
man’s absence and in his presence, that is, in the latter case, if the service of 
the summons were proved, the conviction made, and the warrant issued for him, 
should the constabulary be authorized to execute that warrant, it would be 
mixing up their duties with the duties of the Revenue Police in a way to which 
my opinion is opposed : I therefore keep myself entirely to the fact of the 
prisoner being present, and convicted. 

795. Suppose a case in which a prisoner is not present; would not the course 
be, that the magistrate in such case would take the evidence in his absence, and 
would issue the warrant for his apprehension ; that he would again be brought 
before some magistrate or some civil authority, and then a final warrant of com- 
mitment be issued by such magistrate or authority; would not that be the 
course ? 

The usual course in the revenue cases is, that the warrant contains the direc- 
tion to arrest, and the direction to the gaoler to receive. 

79G. In the one warrant ? 

In the one warrant. 

797- Viscount Canning.] Do you mean, in a case where a prisoner is not 
present, and a warrant is issued for his arrest and for his being taken to gaol, 
that the whole of that warrant is executed without his being brought up again 
before a magistrate ? 

He is not brought up again after conviction. The Excise warrants are gene- 
rally peculiar in their form. 

798. Chairman.'] Will you state the grounds of your opinion for the dis 
tinction you have drawn between the duty to which you see no practical objec- 
tion, of transmitting an excise prisoner upon conviction under an ordinary 
magistrate’s warrant, and the issue and execution of the other warrant for the 
apprehension of a supposed criminal ? 

I think, in the one case, it is very simple and right ; the man is there, and 
he goes in the usual course, the same as any other prisoner who is present and 
is convicted : this does not mix up, I conceive, in any way the duties between 
the two forces : my opinion is very strongly opposed to the admixture of their 
duties further. The distinction I draw is this, that if a warrant be issued, and 
the constabulary force sent out to arrest a revenue offender, by taking that step, 
there is, in point of fact, a combination of them with the revenue force. I 
think this would make the constabulary very obnoxious ; it would injure their 
usefulness, because there is not the prejudice against them now that there would 
be if they were combined. 

799. What effect do you think would he produced upon the constabulary if 
they were consolidated with the Revenue Police ? 

I think that it would have a very pernicious effect upon the constabulary 
force, which stands very high at the present time ; it would offer temptations to 
the men in the first instance, which I should be fearful in many cases might be 
given way to. 

800. What are the temptations you specially allude to ? 

Drink, in the first instance ; but I go upon a higher ground ; I conceive that if 
the constabulary be mixed up with those revenue duties, their usefulness as a 
constabulary force will be destroyed, in a great measure. 

80 1 . Will you describe in what way it would produce those pernicious effects 
upon their usefulness and efficiency ? 

The constabulary at present have ample duties to perform if they perform 
them effectually and efficiently. If you put more duties upon them, such as 
revenue duties, you will most certainly materially interfere with the execution of 
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their present duties : I will give a simple instance ; I will not go to tlie 
extent of taking cases of outbreak and riot, or anything of a more material 
nature, hut take, for instance, the necessary attendance of the constabulary at 
fairs, markets, and other places where they are constantly, weekly and monthly, 
called upon to attend. 

802. Are they not required by the General Regulations to attend those, fairs 
in order to prevent outrage ? 

They must do it ; they are taken from different parts of their constabulary 
districts ; they have, barracks, with five or six, or four or five men, in different 
parts of the country ; and if a fair takes place, they are draughted from one sub- 
station to another: several of those parties are brought together, and so 14 or 
15 men are brought to a fair: I consider if they were combined with the 
Revenue Police, and information came in the morning (or the night before) of a 
fair, if they had been out on revenue duty, and kept out all night on that revenue 
duty, they would not be competent for their duties at the fair ; independently 
of that, I think it would open out an opportunity for a great deal of deception 
amongst the people : those distillers are very knowing, and I think it is more 
than probable that the constabulary would be very often blinded by false infor- 
mation of a row at a fair, to get them out of the way of the distillation, or if they 
wanted a row at the fair, they would get up a false report of illicit distillation, 
and so get them out of the way : it is impossible with the present force that they 
can do both duties. 

803. By the 6tli & 7th of Will. 4, c. 13, for regulation of the constabulary, 
you are aware that in the 1 5th clause there is a prohibition to this effect : “ That 
the constabulary are not to be employed to levy tithes or tithe composition, to 
levy rents by distress, to levy fines or penalties under any Act or Acts relating 
to the revenue in Ireland, nor to enforce any Act or Acts relating to the laws 
for the preservation of game or fish, except where forcible resistance has been 
made, and has been proved to be made upon oath do you consider that it 
would be safe in any degree to abandon the principle which is involved in that 
prohibitory clause ? 

Certainly not ; it has been a most beneficial principle, and most advantageous 
to the force to keep them apart from all that ; in fact, my opinion with regard 
to the constabulary always has been, and my anxiety would have been, to make 

them, if anything, more of a military force, if I may say so. 

804. Viscount Canning. In describing the revenue duties which you think 
would interfere with the performance of the present functions of the constabulary, 
you allude to the still-hunting, I presume, chiefly ? 

I do. 

805. Are there no other duties now discharged by the Revenue Police which 
would not interfere by drawing away the constabulary force from their ordinary 
beats, and the performance of which by the constabulary might be a great relief 
to the Revenue Police, and give them greater facilities in the performance of 
their functions ? 

I am not aware of any, except what was mentioned with regard to the escort 
of prisoners. 

806. Are you aware of an order that was issued when Lord Eliot was Secretary 
for Ireland, directing information to be given by the constabulary to the Revenue 
Police in the case of its coming to their knowledge that illicit distillation was 
going on ? 

Not until I heard of it to-day from one of the officers. 

80/ . You are not aw-are that it has been the practice to give such information, 

then, by the constabulary ? 

No. 

808. Do you see any objection to its being considered a part of their duty to 
do so? 

My opinion is. against mixing them up in any way, and I think there would be 
a strong objection to mixing them even with regard to giving information. 
My strong opinion is, that by far the better course and the most advantageous 
one for the performance of both duties, is to keep the two forces apart. I am 

so 
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so strongly impressed with, that idea, that I cannot believe it would he useful to r. D.CouLon, Esq 

mix them. 

. 22d July 1853. 

809. I understand you to give this reason for that idea, that the performance ‘ 

of the revenue duties by the constabulary would interfere with the perform- 
ance of their own duties \ 

Certainly. 

810. Because they would be drawn away from their proper scene of action, 
and advantage might be taken of their being so removed ; but in the case of 
giving information, that would not apply ? 

No, it would not in that case, certainly. 



811. Will you state what your objection to that degree of interference on the 
part of the constabulary with the execution of the revenue laws would be ? 

In the first place, this is merely assuming an opinion. I think the constabu- 
lary themselves would consider it was degrading to them. There is in Ireland 
among the lower classes a very strong feeling, and amongst all classes, against 
any imputation of being an informer ; and I know that by the force, and I have 
had good reason to know this, it would be considered as entailing upon them an 
offensive duty. 

812. If it should appear that in practice it has not been unfrequently the case 
that information has been given under this instruction to which I have alluded 
by the constabulary to the Revenue Police, would not that in some degree shake 
your opinion ? 

I do not go to the extent of saying they should be excluded, if they saw illicit 
distillation going on, from giving the information ; but the difficulty would be 
the routine through which that information should be given. 

813. How would it be assmning that the information was conveyed in this 
manner, that the constabulary report to their Inspector, or their superior officer, 
and that he reports to the head of the force in Dublin ? 

I think that is all right ; that keeps the constabulary from immediate inter- 
ference with the revenue officers or men. 

814. You would, therefore, object to any direct communication between the 
constabulary of one district and the Revenue Police, of the same district r 

I think so, except through the head officer. 

815. Chairman.'] Can you tell the Committee how the patrol duty is per- 
formed by the constabulary as bearing upon this question ; how many do they 
go out in parties ? 

That depends upon the force they have at the different stations. 

816. Take it as a general practice r 

As a general practice, they go out in parties of three and four men ; they 
leave the “ orderly” in barrack ; they have generally five and a constable. 

8 17 . Suppose a party that achnits of four or five being detached, do they 
patrol in a body of four or five, or do they not, on the contrary, divide into bodies 
of two or three at the utmost, and patrol in different directions, and meet r 

They do not separate where the force is so small, because four men are a small 
patrol.’ They make a patrol very often coming home from the fairs or markets 1 
that makes a patrol ; and at every meeting of the petty sessions there is a patrol 
book put before the magistrates, and examined and signed ; and they examine 
the hours the men are out upon patrol. 

818. Supposing, in place of the information being given confidentially, as now,, 
through the medium of the officers of the constabulary, and by them communi- 
cated in like manner to the Revenue Police, that it was known and made avow- 
edly part of the duties of the constabulary to procure and give this information, 
what do you consider would be the condition of the small patrolling parties of 
the constabulary in those distillery districts ? 

I think that it would create a very strong feeling against the constabulary 
which does not at the present time exist ; it would render them very unpopular, 
and I do not think any advantages derived from it would be sufficient to make 
amends. 
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819. Do the constables at the present time very frequently obtain from the 
peasantry, with whom you have described them as being on good terms, 
important information, leading to the due execution of their primary duties ? 

They do very often. 

820. Would that continue to be given, do you think, if they sought not only 
for information respecting the public peace, but sought for information with 
respect to the violation of the revenue laws ? 

I think they would become more unpopular, and, of course, their powers of 
obtaining information would be lessened. 

821. Viscount Canning.] Is it your opinion that the Revenue Police, as a 
body, is much less popular than the constabulary ? 

I consider so certainly amongst persons of that peculiar class. 

822. Chairman .] We have it in evidence, that the still- hunting parties go out 
in parties of 11, 12 and 13 ? 

In large bodies. 

823. And it has been stated to us, upon the evidence of the officers of the 
Revenue Police themselves, that if they went out in small bodies to patrol, as 
the constabulary do, they do not conceive that it would be safe for them to 
execute those functions ? 

I am convinced it would not. 

824. Do you think the same observation would apply with the same, or with a 
greater force to the constables ? 

If they were so employed, I believe it would ; the circumstances would be just 
the same, from their being employed on the same duty. 

825. Viscount Canning.} You have described the Revenue Police as being 
unpopular with those who are engaged in this illicit distillation. Any popu- 
larity that would accrue to the constabulary from assisting the Revenue Police 
in their duties, would be only as regards the feeling of the smugglers ? 

Yes ; with regard to the feeling of those parties undoubtedly it would be so ; 
but I go further, and say, that with regard to all the people, there would be more 
feeling of hostility towards them if they were connected with that duty than 
there is at the present time. I go on the broad principle, that it would be inju- 
dicious to connect them, as the two duties could not be done well ; one or the 
other would suffer by it. Unless you increase the constabulary force very con- 
siderably, you could not effectually have both duties done by them; because, if 
they be drawn away by the revenue duty, the other duty must be neglected ; or 
if they were drawn away for fairs, riots and fights, their revenue duties must be. 
neglected ; consequently, I think, that if it came to the point of expense, the 
force of the constabulary would require to be increased, if their duties were so. 
My belief is, that their present duties are quite sufficient to employ them to do 
them efficiently. 

826. That applies particularly to the employment of the constabulary in still- 
hunting ? 

It does. 

82/. Speaking of such duties as they may perform in the ordinary course of 
their patrols, you still feel a strong objection to imposing those other duties upon 
them? 

I feel strong objections to working them in any way with the revenue force. 

828. On other grounds than removing them from the scene of action ? 

I think the advantages would not be equivalent to the disadvantages. 

829. Earl of Stradlroke .] In those districts where, the illicit distillation goes 
on, what distances are the stations of the police constables generally from each 
other r 

Six or seven miles about the average. 

830. Are you well acquainted with the south of Ireland ? 

I am not. 

831. You cannot state whether it is as much as that in the south of 
Ireland ? 

No. 
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832. Chairman.'] We have been informed that, for the purpose of the sale of R. D. Couhon, Esq. 

illicit spirits, the mode adopted is, that a man on horseback carries two kegs in ’ 

a bag across the hack of his horse, and that, in seeking a market, he passes fre- 22d Ju, - V l8 53- 

quently through villages and towns where constabulary barracks exist, and by the 

doors of which he is compelled to pass ; is it your opinion that, without violation of 
the principle you so strongly rely upon, there would be any objection to giving 
to the constabulary the same power of stopping and examining suspected spirits 
in transitu that they have now, where they suspect goods to have been stolen, 
or apprehend a larceny to have been committed ? 

No ; that is a distinct question ; there would be no objection at all to that, in 
my mind; but it would make a difference supposing that the constabulary 
actually seized it ; I would not place them upon the same footing as the Revenue 
Police : with regard to reward, I would keep that open. 

833. You are aware that for all such captures the Revenue Police are now 
entitled to a money reward ? 

I believe so. 

834. And should you conceive that it would not be consistent with the well- 
being of the constables to extend to them that system of money reward, as an 
inducement to them to fulfil those functions ? 

I would not do so, not from any distrust of them, I beg to say ; but 1 think 
it is more reputable and better policy to keep them in the position they are in. 

835. What is the present system with respect to rewards given to the con- 
stables for special service ? 

That is part of the usual routine, which, in point of truth, I cannot suffi- 
ciently explain ; but I may say so far as this, each constable, and our resident 
magistrates, and other officials, pay two-and-a-lialf per cent, from their salary 
to what is called the Reward Fund, and for any particularly good service it is 
within the province of his Excellency to reward him, by giving him a gratuity, 
or by giving him certain good-service money. 

836. Is there not introduced into the constabulary a system of honorary 
reward, chevron marks for good service, which tell ultimately upon the retired 
allowance of the constable ? 

Yes. 

837. Do you think that that system of honorary distinction and reward, giving 
a future and prospective benefit in case of retirement, has been productive of a 
just stimulus to good conduct ? 

I am convinced of it. 

838. Do you think that would be interfered with if they were induced to 
look to a direct pecuniary reward, so much per head for a prisoner, so much per 
bushel for malt, so much per gallon for potale, such as forms the system of 
reward as regards the Revenue Police r 

I do ; I think it would materially interfere with the honourable ground they 
stand on at the present time, and materially interfere with their usefulness also. 

839. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] Will you state in what respect it could inter- 
fere with their usefulness ? 

In the first place they would be more anxious to do the particular duty for 
wliich they would be entitled to the pecuniary compensation, to the probable 
neglect of their other duty ; it is in human nature to suppose so. 

840. Have you not stated with respect to those chevrons, that they are not 
merely of an honorary character, inasmuch as they entitle the party receiving 
them to some consideration on retirement or superannuation ? 

At a subsequent period. 

841. Then they are not entirely honorary, but they are taken into conside- 
ration in the reward received ultimately ? 

But not to the same extent as the Revenue Policeman, who is to receive, say 
2 1. for the arrest of a person, or so much for the seizure of a cask of whisky. 

842. Chairman.'] Are they not as much honorary rewards as the civil distinc- 
tions in Her Majesty’s military service, in which a badge of honour ultimately 
tells upon the good service reward of the men when they are discharged? 
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1 look at it as a higher description of reward, and not calculated to he of the 
mischievous nature of the other. 

843. Viscount Canning. You expressed an opinion that the constabulary 
police might, in certain cases, be advantageously made use of in the escort of 
revenue prisoners ? 

Yes. 

844. Do you consider that they might he fairly called upon to discharge that 
duty without receiving any reward in consideration of it, or without sharing in 
any reward that is now solely enjoyed by the Revenue Police; ? 

Most certainly I would not give them any reward for it. I wish to convey this, 
that when prisoners are convicted, and sent from the petty sessions, when they 
are present they might be handed over to the custody of the constabulary the 
same as any other prisoners would be, and conveyed to gaol, and so saving the 
Revenue Police the trouble of going into the place where the gaol was. 

845. Has it ever come, to your knowledge, or have you ever heard, that the 
employment of the constabulary in escorting the revenue prisoners ceased to be 
practised, owing to some question as to the reward being shared between them 
and the Revenue Police ? 

No, I never did. 

846. Chainnan.] You would propose, in respect to the commitments of 
prisoners upon conviction, that that should stand with respect to the revenue 
prisoners precisely on the same footing as it does with respect to every other 
prisoner ? 

When they were committed on the spot from petty sessions, and present 
there. 

847. You are aware that by the law of Ireland mills require to be regis- 
tered ? 

Yes. 

848. Supposing that any extent of illicit malting takes place at those mills in 
relation to such of them as are not situated in the mountains, or in the distil- 
lation districts, should you see any objection to the police visiting those mills, 
and seeing whether anything unlicensed, or any smuggling, was going on ? 

If they did that in one instance, it would interfere with the strong opinion I 
have against their being in any way mixed up with it. I do not see how there 
could be a distinction between their doing it in one place, and not being called 
upon to do it in the other, if the principle be admitted. 

849. Would it be practicable to draw a line, and direct that in one particular 
district, describing it geographically, the constables should have the power of 
visiting mills, and that in another they should not have such duty to perform ? 

I think it would be most difficult to do so ; nearly impossible, I should say. 

850. Do you recollect the Act of the 6th & 7th Viet. c. 56, for the levying 
of fines and recognizances ? 

Yes. 

851. In the 34th section of that Act, the same principle to which I have 
alluded for separating the constabulary from revenue duties is carried out still 
further. The Act being for the collection of fines, it contains that prohibitory 
clause, that “ those fines shall not extend to any fines under the laws of Customs 
Excise, Stamps or Post-office, or any other fines under the Game Laws;” you 
recollect that clause ? 

I do. 

852. Is that a principle which is consistent with the rule you have laid down, 
or is it a rule from which you think any departure could safely be made ? 

I think it is consistent with the opinion I have expressed, and the principle I 
have laid down, and I would not depart from it ; and it is borne out by the 
Legislature with regard to the revenue laws, because in our late Petty Sessions 
Act we are also restricted from interfering with the revenue ; the revenue laws 
remain as they were ; our duties in petty sessions are restricted in that respect ; 
great extension is given to us with reference to other matters, but not in those 
with regard to. the revenue law. 
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853. Therefore, throughout the whole of those Acts the same principle has R.D.Coulw, Esq 

been cautiously maintained and enforced by Parliament ? ’ 

Yes. 22 d July 1853 . 

854. Viscount Canning.'] Would not there be a departure from that principle 
if the constabulary were empowered to stop spirits in transitu, as was just sug- 
gested ? 

It is departing from the principle in some degree ; but I think it would be a 
very slight departure from it, and could not involve in that instance the objec- 
tions I raised to it in other respects. Where the offence was so palpable before 
their faces, as in the instance which has been adduced, where the kegs were 
carried through the. town before the constabulary, there could be no doubt, I 
should say, that they might have the. power of questioning the parties. 

855. You think it would be a vital departure from it if the constabulary were 
authorized to examine licensed mills and kilns to see whether any fraud against 
the revenue laws was being transacted there ? 

I think it would be a departure from the principle I have laid down, and 
would mix the constabulary up with the duties of the Revenue Police in a 
manner I should think would not be advantageous. 

856. You would not object to the power of examining the spirits in transitu ? 

That is an exception ; where, it is so very palpable as that, 1 would give way. 

857. Chairman .] Would you have the goodness to explain to the Committee 
what duties are now by law imposed upon tins constables with respect to what 
are. called sliebeen-houses, the places opened for selling spirits without a 
license ? 

There is a special Act of Parliament empowering the constabulary, upon the 
orders of the magistrates, to visit public-houses ; " and there is another special 
enactment enabling them to bring before the magistrates at petty sessions 
informations against shebeen-houses, that is, persons selling spirits without a 
license ; they have the power to go wichin those houses, and, I believe, turn 
the people out who are drinking in them, and have them fined ; the extent of the 
fine there is two pounds ; that differs from the Act of Parliament connected 
with licensed houses ; but there are great difficulties in the way very often ; the 
parties hide the whisky. But the means generally adopted are very efficient, 
namely, by ascertaining the names of the persons who go into those shebeen- 
houses ; there is then a power under the Act to summon those parties, under a 
penalty of 2 1., to come forward and give evidence ; and though the constable 
may not himself have seen the whisky sold, and not be able to prove it himself, 
yet if he has got sufficient information about it, he can summon the parties who 
have been there, and produce them before the magistrates to be examined. 

858. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] Have the constabulary the power of searching 
the premises to see what whisky there is there ? 

In licensed houses, after 1 1 o’clock, they have the power to go by a written 
order from the magistrates of petty sessions, and demand entrance ; and if they 
do not admit them within a certain time, they are liable to penalties ; and with 
regard to shebeen-houses, they are also liable to penalties, but not exactly the 
same. 

859. Have they the right of searching upon the premises to see whether they 
have whisky there ? 

Yes, clearly when they go in, to search and ascertain when they get in ; I do 
not mean they should break or open doors or places. 

860. If they found a cask of whisky in a shebeen-house, what course would 
be taken by the constabulary ? 

The constabulary would seize it, and hand it over to the Excise, who pro- 
secute the party ; this, I believe, would be the case. 

861. Are they entitled to any reward ? 

None, that I am aware of . 

862. Viscount Canning. ~\ Does the exercise of that power on the part of the 
constabulary, tend to make them unpopular with the people at large ? 

Not particularly. 
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863. Is not it a power exercised directly for the purpose of protecting the 
revenue ? 

No doubt. 

864. Chairman .] Is not it also exercised directly for tlie purposes of the 
public peace ? 

No doubt. 

865. Is not it the fact that those shebeen-houses are the houses of reception 
of the worst characters in the country r 

Generally speaking, they are. 

866. In the case of the licensed public-houses, is the visiting of that licensed 
public-house for the purpose of preserving the public peace and order, and 
seeing that it is closed at the proper time, or for the purpose of protecting the 
revenue ; can it bear upon the public revenue at all ? 

It is for the purpose of seeing that they conduct themselves properly, and 
that the houses are closed, and to take away temptation. 

867. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] If the constabulary had power to seize spirits, 
and hand them over to the Excise, would you not consider that an act on 
the part of the constabulary in aid of the Excise, and in protection of the 
revenue ? 

I should wish to correct myself with regard to that. Upon recollection, I am 
not quite certain with regard to the process adopted if they find a large 
quantity of spirits at a shebeen-house, whether they would hand it over to the 
Excise. 

868. Chairman.'] As a matter of fact, do they ever find it ? 

No ; it is in small bottles, and they hide them in different ways ; you have 
no idea of them ingenuity, and the difficulty we have in the conviction of an 
apparently plain case ; the witnesses are very unwilling to give evidence, and if 
they prove they bought it from a licensed party, they get clear of it ; there is 
great difficulty sometimes, though it seems plain enough. 

869. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] Do you mean that the offence is having the 
whisky, not having purchased it from a licensed distiller ? 

The offence is, having the whisky, and selling it without a license. 

870. I understood you to say, they endeavoured to show that they purchased 
the whisky from a licensed distiller ? 

I did. The difficulty is to prove that any money is paid for it ; and unless 
money is seen to pass, they may say, “ I bought it, and was treating them ; they 
are my friends ; I got no money for it.” 

871. Chairman.] Are the Committee to understand, that under the existing 
laws the inspection of those shebeen-houses, and the proceedings against them, 
in case of detection, is a duty which is now cast upon the constabulary by law, 
and exercised by them ? 

Yes, it is their duty. 

872. Do you think the law' in respect of the shebeen-liouses could be in 
any respect strengthened and made more effective than it is now, referring 
to the difficulties that you have so clearly described in obtaining convictions ? 

I am not sure whether, in fact, the Excise ever take cognizance of them or 
not ; but if they do not, were they permitted to do so, they might in many 
instances assist the constabulary considerably. 

f J ° r( ^ Stanley of Alderley.] Do you think that, by co-operation between 
the Excise and the constabulary, greater facilities might be given for detecting 
those houses, and putting them down ? 

I am not aware at all that the Excise in any way prosecute in those shebeen- 
house cases. 

. CAaiman.] Are you not aware that those shebeen-houses in many 
instances exist m the outskirts of the villages, and even of the considerable 
towns in Ireland .- 

No doubt they do. 

875. Take Omagh. In some of the outskirts of Omagh, are there not houses 

marked 
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marked by a sod of turf hanging by a rope, or by a bottle, or by a cup, out of 
the window, which is perfectly well known to mean shebeen-house ? 

I am not aware of those signs. 

876. In Omagh have you not excisemen, such as gaugers and supervisors, 
and men of that description, appointed ? 

Yes. 

8 77- And so with Derry, and all the principal towns ? 

Yes. 

878. Have, you ever known any cases brought before any petty sessions you 
have attended in which there has been a prosecution of those shebeen-houses 
on the part of the civil officers of the Excise, such as I have named r 

I think I remember one instance, some years ago, but only one. 

879. In 12 years ? 

Not more than one ; I mean especially with reference to those shebeen- 
houses ; there may have been more — I do not recollect them — but certainly not 
as a practice. 

880. Within your knowledge of the mode of disposing of the constabulary 
force of Ireland, have you known any of the counties which have been required 
to support a larger number of constables than the number fixed by law ? H 

Yes ; Tyrone supports I cannot say how many ; but there are, I think two 
extra stations beyond the complement : the county of Donegal, I am aware is 
in the same way. 5 

881. In the event of more constables being required for executing their pri- 
mary duties in preserving the; public peace, is not the expense of that increased 
force contributed to out of the county rates ? 

It is, I believe. 

882. If the revenue duties were to be imposed upon the constabulary in the 
counties in the north and west, where distillation has been shown to exist, is it 
your opinion that the number of the constables must be considerably augmented ? 

It is. 

883. Would not the consequence of that be, that the law remaining in its 
present condition, that increased force so rendered necessary for revenue pur- 
poses, and not for the purposes for which the constables were appointed, would 
be rendered a local expense to the counties in question ? 

As the law at present stands, I believe it would. 

884. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] Where has it been shown that there has been 
a necessary increase ? 

I believe I have stated, that if the duties at present performed by the Revenue 
Police were performed by the constabulary, or the constabulary assisted in them, 
you would require to have an increase of constabulary ; it would be impossible 
for them to perform effectually their present duties, if they had the additional 
duties of the Revenue Police put upon them. 

885. In making that statement, do you contemplate that they should have the 
whole duties of the Revenue Police put upon them ? 

In fact, that the constabulary, in the exercise of their revenue duties, should 
be associated with the Revenue Police in their duties of still-hunting. 

886. In the recommendations that have been made to this Committee for the 
employment of the constabulary in assisting the Revenue Police, none of the 
persons who have made such recommendation have recommended that the 
constabulary should be employed in still-liunting, but only in such sendees as 
you have stated they might be beneficially employed in, namely, the conveyance 
of prisoners to gaol, and detecting spirits in their transit through villages ; one 
additional employment that it has been supposed they might undertake without 
interfering with their present duties, is in inspecting mills and kilns on the road- 
side m the immediate way of the ordinary performance of then- duty ; is it your 
opinion, if they were to perform those duties I have now mentioned, that those 
duties would be incompatible with the performance of their duties as constabulary, 
without a large increase of the force ? 

( 262 - <•) M I think 
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I think you would require an increase of the force if they went to the extent 
now stated ; I do not concur to the full extent that you have gone. 

887. I understood you to say just now, that you made your statement that 
there must be an increase, on the supposition that they are to perform all the 
duties of Revenue Police, including still-hunting ? 

To render them efficient as an assistance to the Revenue Police, you must 
increase their force, because you would largely occupy the time that now is or 
should be occupied in the performance of their own duties ; and, in my opinion, 
there are already duties enough which the constabulary have to perform, if they 
perform them efficiently, to occupy them entirely. 

888. Do you think the one duty you admit they might perform, namely, that 
of the detection of spirits carried through the villages, might be performed 
without any additional force ? 

If it passes their barrack doors. 

889. Do you think that the conveyance of prisoners to the gaols might also 
be undertaken by the constabulary ? 

Under certain restrictions. The distinction I made was this ; I would not 
employ them in the execution of levy or arrest warrants. But if a man were 
convicted at petty sessions, where the constabulary are for tye purpose of con- 
veying to gaol other prisoners convicted for other offences I would hand them 
over to the constabulary when they were convicted on the spot to be conveyed 
to the gaol, and so let the revenue party go back to their station, and save them 
the extra duty of going from petty sessions with their prisoners. 

890. You think those duties would be compatible with their present duties ? 

Yes. 

891. Chairman.] Have you not known that it has been necessary to use. the 
constabulary as a moveable force and upon occasion of danger, or apprehended 
danger, that it is necessary to march a certain portion of the constabulary from 
a quiet county in aid of a county in a state of disturbance ? 

That is constantly done. 

892. You were, I believe, sent down by the Irish Government at the time of 
the disturbance in Tipperary ? 

I was. 

893. Was there a very great centration of constabulary force found necessary 
in that county at that time ? 

Very largely so ; we had a large number from the depot as well. 

894. Without taking such an extreme case as that of Tipperary, but taking 
cases of elections and anniversaries of processions in the north of Ireland, does 
it not become absolutely necessary to use the constabulary as a moveable corps 
to the locality where danger is apprehended ? 

Certainly ; as a proof of that, 1 can mention the case of the last 12th of July. 
In my county, where there is sometimes a dread of those anniversaries ; at 
Dungarvon and Moy, and other places, we had additional men taken from other 
counties. 

895. Supposing that any of the more active duties of the Revenue Police, not 
including in the question those duties which you think may be safely entrusted 
to the constables, were to be cast upon that force, would there not be a great 
danger of an impulse being given to illicit distillation upon the moving of the 
constables who were relied upon for the purposes of supporting the revenue ? 

I am quite sure that advantage would be taken of anything of that kind by 
the people immediately. 

896. And the moving of the constables out of their stations to a neighbouring 
county is a matter of public notoriety, and probably a fair guess is made as to 
the time they may be absent ? 

They are very well watched. 

89/ . Viscount Canning .] But if the constabulary were employed for revenue 
purposes only, so far as stopping spirits in transitu, and escorting prisoners, and 
perhaps in examimng mills and kilns were concerned, but not in still-hunting, 

would 
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would the removal of a body of constabulary upon an emergency in that case R.D.Coulson,Et$, 
give any stimulus to smuggling ? 

Not the least as regards the two first propositions. 22d Jul y l8 53* 

898. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] If suspicion was likely to be created by the 
removal of a body of constabulary from one part of the country to another, 
might not that evil be avoided by a body being sent from Dublin, from the cen- 
tred dep6t, on any particular emergency ? 

Yes ; but then it is to be remembered, in taking away the local body of police, 
who are connected with the district, that no new body could be so effectual in 
their duties as they would be ; if the original body is sent to a different place, 
having a party of new men would not be so effectual. 

899. Would not the man, or the men, left in a particular station, have all the 
information that was requisite, and would not the body that would be sent from 
Dublin be the material force necessary to enable you to carry into execution the 
objects you have in view ? 

Yes, they might be. 

900. Chairman .] A constable is purely a civil officer, and acts under the war- 
rant of some civil authority ; if he searches a house, must not he have the 
authority of a civil magistrate ? 

A search-warrant for it. 

901. Does not the law with respect to the Excise Police differ essentially 
from the law regulating the constabulary, and do not the Excise Police, having 
probable cause to suspect a breach of the revenue law, go to search the house 
they suspect, without any special warrant r 

I believe so : I know that the Revenue Police have powers more extensive 
than the constabulary. 

902. Assuming that they have the power of resisting any obstruction in the 
execution of their duty by the actual use of fire-arms, are there any similar 
powers vested in the constabulary without a civil authority accompanying 
them ? 

If it is an obstruction to their duty, cases might occur ; and so with the con- 
stabulary, if in the proper exercise of their duty they were obstructed to the 
death, I conceive they would be equally justified in using their arms ; and with 
regard to the other force, I conceive that they would not be justified in using 
their arms, unless it came, to the same extremity. 

903. Do you think that a constable, if the obstruction was an obstruction not 
leading to the necessity of defence of life, would, without the command of a civil 
officer higher than a constable, have the power of firing into a crowd ? 

I do not conceive that they would, under any circumstances, without the 
command of an authority ; and even I think the authority would not justify 
them, unless the exigencies of the case required it. 

904. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] Do you think the law would justify the 
Revenue Police in firing under similar circumstances ? 

I think not ; I am not aware they have any actual power with regard to that. 

905. Chairman .] Supposing the constables to enter a house, if there was no 
force used in breaking the exterior door, would they have the power, without a 
civil officers’ search-warrant, of breaking into the interior of that house, to 
search from the cellar to the garret, breaking every door, and ripping up every 
floor, in search of anything they apprehended might be concealed there ? 

Certainly not. 

906. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] Have the Excise officers the full power of 
doing the same, or do they do it at their own peril, only to be justified in the 
event of their detecting something ? 

I cannot distinctly answer that question. 



The Witness is directed to withdraw. 
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DANIEL J. CRUICE, Esquire, is called in, and examined as follows : 

907. Chairman. 1 YOUR office is that of Resident Magistrate, I believe, in 
Ireland ? 

Yes. 

908. In what county ? 

Donegal. 

909. In what part of the county of Donegal ? 

Glenties is the head quarters. 

910. How long have you been connected with the service ? 

Sixteen years ; since February 1837- 

911. Have you served in other parts of Ireland besides Glenties ? 

In Mayo ; I have served in Erris, the wildest part of it. 

912. I believe Glenties, in the county of Donegal, is one of those districts in 
which unfortunately illicit distillation has been many times prevalent ? 

Yes, and still is. 

913. Is Mayo, or parts of the county of Mayo, similarly circumstanced with 
respect to illicit distillation ? 

Yes ; next to Donegal, more than any other part of Ireland I have been in. 

914. Have you observed the effect which illicit distillation may produce with 
respect to the habits of the people and the public peace ? 

I have. 

915. Will you describe what they are ? 

Most demoralizing, as regards the habits of the people. 

916. Does it reach the length of distinguishing the parts of the counties in 
which illicit distillation prevails, from the parts of the counties where no such 
smuggling prevails ? 

Most certainly. 

917. It is the duty of the resident magistrate to assist the local magistracy, 
and to administer the law at petty sessions, is not it ? 

It is his duty to administer the law at petty sessions, and, of course, in every 
way to assist the local magistrates, so far as they may require his assistance. 

918. Have you had many cases in those two counties of other charges of 
illicit distillation and offences against the revenue laws brought before you ? 

Several. J 

919. Upon ‘hose had you to proceed to adjudicate? 

Yes. 

920. Have you, iu the execution of those portions of your magisterial duties, 
°°Cert* ‘iff 16 C °" 0peration and liel P tlie local magistracy ? 

921. Have you any reason to think that there was a want of firmness and 
readiness to administer that branch of their duties on the part of the country 
gentlemen who sat upon the Bench with you as magistrates ? 

Not the least, that I ever could observe. 

^ 1S character of the constabulary force in regard to its efficiency 
and discipline, as far as your observations will allow you to iudee 5 

Very good. J J 6 

bof 3 ? ‘ Have >’ ou had man y charges made, or offences proved against that 

Not many ; as in every other force, there are some irregularities which have 
occasionally been brought under the notice of a magistrate to inquire into ; but 
they are very few and rare as regards the. force. ; they are, generally speaking, 
very well conducted. 0 J 1 0 

924. Take their character as witnesses ; do you find them upright and intel- 
ligent. 
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iigent, and, generally speaking, do they give evidence upon which you, as a n. J. Cruice, Esq. 
magistrate, can rely ? 

Most decidedly ; in very few instances have I ever been disappointed. 32<J July 1&53 * 

925. How do they appear to stand in the opinion of the country people in 
the districts where they are stationed ? 

Very high. 

926. Have you known many or any instances in which there, have, been 
attacks upon the constabulary by the country people ? 

No, unless at elections, when they would attack the. military as well as the 
constabulary. 

927. Generally speaking, is there a feeling of good-will and confidence shown 
towards the constabulary ? 

The. greatest ; so much so, that the constabulary, if we wanted to find out 
anything through the country people, would be the. first I would refer to, and 
they would find out anything necessary. The country people, would tell them ; 
they have great faith and reliance upon them. 

928. Do you think that feeling of confidence, and good-will is of importance 
in giving the constabulary a moral strength in the performance of their 
duties ? 

No doubt of it. 

929. Can you tell us, with respect to the patrols of the constabulary, whether 
they go out in large, bodies, or whether they go out in twos and threes r 

Small bodies, twos and threes ; it cannot be. otherwise, there are so very 
few men at the stations ; five would be the outside at the general run of the 
stations, and there is obliged to be always a man or two at the barracks, and 
probably there may be a man sick ; they have to go out to patrol at night 
through the wildest parts of the country, and they never complain of a word 
being said against them ; they are obliged to keep patrol books. 

930. Are not those patrol books brought before the magistrates at petty 
sessions, and before the resident magistrate, consequently, and examined, signed 
and attested by the magistrate ? 

Always ; and the magistrate in whose immediate neighbourhood the patrol is 
formed, is the person who reads it over first, and speaks to the constable upon 
the entries ; for the constable is obliged to enter every night where he went that 
night, and when he left barracks, and when he came back, the different 
persons he met, and so forth, and the magistrate, signs it, and hands him back 
the book ; and I must just add, that in Donegal, where I am at present sta- 
tioned, the county is principally proclaimed under the Crime and Outrage Act. 

I think it is owing to these patrols that we find things perfectly quiet and 
peaceable. 

931. Was not the effect of that proclamation that an additional force of con- 
stables was placed there ? 

Yes. 

932. Can you tell us wliat the number of additional constables placed in 
Donegal was under that proclamation ? 

Only from hearsay. 

933. It was a considerable number ? 

I think I heard the county inspector say so : he is here, and will tell you 
exactly. 

934. The question we have, been examining upon has been how far the con- 
stabulary might be more especially employed than it is stated they are at present 
for the suppression of illicit distillation ; what is your opinion with respect to 
imposing upon them increased duties in revenue matters ? 

I am afraid it would have, the effect of destroying the usefulness of the 
force. 

935. Will you tell us upon what facts you ground the opinion you have 
stated ? 

There are very many indeed; one would be, that it would interfere very 
(262. 4 .) m 3 much 
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mucli with their own duties ; so much so, that I think they should he increased 
considerably in numbers if they got that additional duty ; but if they were at 
all to be employed upon that duty, I would recommend it to be in a totally 
different way, completely unconnected with the present force, to put it as a 
matter of duty upon them in the way of suppressing crime, and I would venture 
to say, that in 12 months they would put a total end to the thing altogether. 

936. Earl of Stradbroke.] You mean they would put an end to illicit dis- 
tillation ? 

Yes, I think so ; put it as a suppression of crime, and I do think they would 
put an end to it in less than the time I have stated. 

937. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] Without in any way interfering with their 
efficiency as a simple constabulary force for the purposes for which they are 
employed at present ? 

It would be entirely in this way, that the duty should be put upon them, not 
as revenue men, but as acting in the suppression of crime. 

938. In what way would you propose that they should be employed and 
act ? 

Put the duty upon them to put it down as an offence ; but connecting them 
with the other body, would totally destroy their usefulness and efficiency : 
there would be a kind of jealousy between them, and the constabulary would 
be considered by the country people acting as spies to the other body ; in that 
way they would be lowered in the character they now hold in Ireland, and 
lowered even in their own estimation. 

939. Do you mean that, in your opinion, if you were to entrust them with 
the entire duty of putting down this illicit distillation as a mode of putting down 
crime, they could be advantageously employed in that respect, and could do it 
without detriment to their own utility as a constabulary force ? 

If they were at all to be employed in that way, that would be how I would 
recommend it. 

940. You stated before, that you thought they might be so employed as 
effectually to put down all illicit distillation in a short time ? 

Yes. 

941. Chairman.'] Could that be done without a very considerable increase to 
their number, say in the county of Donegal, at the present time ? 

I think they should be increased, because in Donegal they have not their 
quantity of police, as compared with other counties. 

942. Taking the increased force that is now in Donegal ? 

It would be sufficient. 

943. You are aware that there are about 250 Revenue Police in Donegal ? 

I do not know that. 



944. Assuming that there are 250 Revenue Police in the county of Donegal 
alone one-fourth of the whole strength of that corps in Ireland; do you think 
this duty of stall-hunting, of going up the mountains and seizing the stiffs, and 
seizing the malt and the potale, are duties that could be performed by the con- 
stables alone without a considerable increase of the constabulary ? 

Not m that way ; I think they should be increased; but I think the way 
they would do the duty would be different altogether. 

945. In what way ? 

to nf 0lice sta * ions , are P laced very far asunder, and they are obliged 

to have a party of men at each station, to he worked by an office^ The con- 

cMnt^whho 6 816 J? , pIaced : their stations are dotted through the 
from foe to nine ml u a of an offioer (except at head quitters), 

their knowing it a Hc 1 and nothing could go on in their district without 
in distfflatfof and no man in the district of that constable could be engaged 
fectly even while it was in preparation, without his knowing it per- 

narties ortZf *A e poIica . a * ‘h™ - P resent strength have to patrol in 

P ees , do you think that the condition of those men would 

continue 
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continue to be very safe, if they had been concerned in the destruction of stills, d. J. Cruice Esq. 
in the seizing of valuable property, and in the suppression of illicit distillation ? - — ’ ** 

I think they would be in considerably more danger, no doubt, and that it 22 d July 1853 . 
would not be wise of them to venture those patrols in so small a force. 

947- Do you think the peace of the country could be maintained, and the 
efficiency of the constabulary fairly realized, if those patrols were not established, 
and the surveillance of the constabulary force was not extended at least as 
widely as at present ? 

I think, as I said at the commencement, that the employment of the consta- 
bulary upon that duty at all would hazard very much their efficiency ; that 
opinion is not in the least altered; I was asked another question, as to how they 
could be employed advantageously upon that duty at all ; it was then 1 said that 
if they were at all to be so employed, I would only recommend it as carrying 
out the law, as a measure of duty in the way of putting down crime. 

948. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] Have you not stated that you considered the 
constabulary, being scattered about in small localities, had a perfect knowledge 
and perfect information of any illicit distillation taking place. ; whereas the 
Revenue Police, did not possess that advantage ? 

I stated, that if it was necessary for them to acquire that information, they 
could do it ; at present they have nothing to do with it. 

949. Earl of Stradbrohe.] Would not they obtain information more easily 
than the Revenue Police can at the present time ? 

No doubt. 

950. From the fact of their being located within four or five miles from 
station to station ? 

No doubt. 

951. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] If they have, as you say, greater facilities, 
would they not be the best parties to be employed to suppress it ? 

If employed on that duty in connexion with the Revenue Police, their own 
efficiency would be destroyed ; they would lose the confidence of the country, 
and both services would be materially injured. 

952. In the answer you have given as to the employment of the constabulary, 
did you contemplate the entire abolition of the Revenue Police, and transferring 
to the constabulary their duties ? 

No ; I think there would be great difficulty in that. 

953. Earl of Stradbroke .] Though you have stated that a feeling would exist 
against the constabulary if those duties were imposed upon them ; is it your 
opinion that that feeling would continue, to exist for any great length of time ?• 

I do not know ; as to that I could hardly say. 

954. Chairman.] Do you think that the same feelings of good-will and confi- 
dence that you have described as constituting the. moral strength and support 
of the. constabulary in their intercourse with the. peasantry would be continued 
if that constabulary force was employed in such revenue purposes as seizing 
stills, seizing malt, seizing potale, seizing spirits, and administering the sam^ 
functions which are administered now by the Revenue. Police ? 

I do not. 

055. Are. there not, however, some functions that the constables could perform, 
such as the escort of prisoners convicted before a magistrate for revenue offences, 
without endangering their efficiency as a constabulary ? 

I think so ; if a prisoner were once convicted, there would be no difficulty in 
handing him over to the constabulary, and I think the duties of the other service 
would be more easily carried out ; in many instances they have to go 30 or 40 
miles, and have no places in the intervening distance, to hand them over from 
party to party ; whereas the constabulary would take the prisoner on from one 
station to the other ; therefore, it would not in the slightest apply after the 
prisoner was once convicted ; but until he was convicted, they could take no 
charge of him at all ; but, once convicted, I do not see how it would interfere with 
their present duties. 

956. Is there any reasonable cause for making a distinction between the duty 
(262. 4.) ^ M 4 of 
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of the constable in sending to the county gaol a person convicted at petty ses- 
sions of a larceny, or of a petty assault, and transmitting to the same gaol a 
person convicted of a case against the revenue law ? 

Not in the least. 



957- And will you say whether there might not be, without any risk of endan- 
gering the primary functions of the constabulary, a power exercised by the 
constabulary, near their own barracks and at their own stations, of stopping and 
calling to account men whom they had eveiy reason to believe, from what they 
saw, were conveying illicit spirits from one place to another ? 

It would assist greatly in the suppression of illicit distillation if could be 
done, but I think it would have a bad effect as regards the force. 



958. A constabulary being bound to arrest a man who appeared to be in the 
possession of stolen goods, would there be any distinction, in yourj udgment, 
between that power and a similar power to arrest and call to account a man 
who was passing opposite their barracks with kegs of whisky ? 

If an Act of Parliament were brought, in coupling that with other offences, 
such as larceny, and things of that sort, I do not think there would be any ; but 
I think without that, if it was made part of their duty, it would make the 
greatest difference, because in Ireland the people, if they find that a man is 
employed to carry out the law in a direct way, entertain no bad feeling towards 
him ; for instance, I feel as regards myself, that, as a resident magistrate, I 
would probably have less difficulty in carrying out the law in a stringent way 
than any of the local magistrates, and with no bad feeling towards me as there 
might be towards them. If an Act of Parliament was brought in coupling that 
with other matters, such as now stated, I think it might be done. 

959. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] If those duties were imposed upon the con- 
stabulary by Act of Parliament, you think there would be none of that feeling 
or objection on the part of the people against the constabulary r 

Not if it were done in that particular way. If a man, for instance, was seen 
passing then barracks, and they took the matter up the same as if the man had 
stolen goods in liis possession, but not going out in search of it, or ooking for 
information, but the matter then coming within his knowledge, then it could in 
that way be done. 



960. Chairman.'] Is not the mode in which the distillers frequently dispose of 
their spirit to carry them about on horse-back from the mountains ? 

Yes, I believe so ; I believe that if the small retailers in the country did not 
encourage those people by buying it from them, as Ibelieve they do in many 
instances, and mixing it with their other whisk}'-, the thing could not be carried 
on to such an extent in Donegal. 



961. Viscount Canning. j When you speak of small retailers, do you mean 
those who keep licensed public-houses ? 

I do ; I believe they buy it largely, and mix it with their whisky ; I do not 
understand how it can be that it is not detected in taking stock, because, if 
taken, it would be found that there would be 20 or 30 gallons in stock, whilst 
they could not show a permit for half that quantity. 

962. Chairman .] What are the functions which the law casts upon the con- 
ahcense?* 16 V1Sltmg of she been-houses or places where whisky is sold without 



V,.?* “ n ° w a Part of their duty to be very strict in finding out those sliebeen- 
houses , but they consider that to be connected with suppression of crime. 

963. A police regulation ? 

rf.lbA POliCe aU tbe ffle gal “d bad aeta in the country arc 

?taSr 1 1 61 bad P e °pie meet at those sheheen-houses, and the cou- 

“°f 2 bjeet ‘° tbat of the du ‘y 1 it is, in fact, a part of tlicir 
own duty as assisting m the suppression of crime. 



tak/tnS™ 0 ™* ? Ut St o iU 14 wmdd be P art of tb ™ du ‘y t0 "Sit and 

‘ be sheheen-houses in which whisky was sold without a 
token be U ° «*"«• of disturbance or rioting having 
Yes. 



965. And 
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965. And so far they visit the shebeen-houses in execution rather of a D. J. Cruice, Esq. 

revenue law than of a police law ? 

It is more in that way certainly ; but in that way the seller of the whisky, not 22(1 Ju! y l8 53- 
the maker, commits the offence. 

966. The act for which he is punished after the constabulary has visited and 
detected him in the act of selling whisky without a license ? 

Yes. 

967. Which act is an offence against the revenue laws, and not an offence 
against the police laws ? 

Exactly. 

968. Chairman. ] Are they not equally bound to visit the licensed public- 
houses if they have reason to believe they are kept open at improper hours, or 
that improper persons are congregating in them ? 

Yes. 

969. And without the suggestion or the supposition that illicit spirit is sold 
within, but with the knowledge that the house they visit is a licensed house, are 
they not bound by law and by their regulations to see that that house is 
regularly kept, that is, not kept open at improper times, or for the reception of 
improper people ? 

Certainly. 

970. Lord Stanley of Alderlcy.'J And is it not their duty to visit the shebeen- 
houses, even although there are no disturbances in them, and although they are 
not kept open at improper hours ? 

Yes, certainly, at all hours ; they only visit the licensed houses if they see a 
light, or people drinking in them, after hours ; the Act of Parliament specifies it 
is then’ duty to have the parties brought up before the authorities for keeping 
an irregular house : in visiting the shebeen-houses where persons are drinking 
and tippling, those persons subject themselves to a penalty, and the owner of the 
house also, for selling without a license. 

971. Earl of StradbroJee.] The shebeen-houses may be visited at any period, 
day or night ? 

Yes, any part of the day or night. 

972. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] The duty of the constabulary is to visit the 
shebeen-houses if they think there is anything in them contrary to the revenue 
laws, but to visit the licensed house only in case of irregularity, or anything done 
against the laws of the country ? 

Yes. 

973. In the event of any quantity of illicit whisky being found in the shebeen- 
house, is it the duty of the constabulary to make a seizure of it, or what would 
be their duty in the event of finding spirits there ? 

They would take it, and hand it over to the revenue officer. 

974. But it would not be their duty to make any seizure of the same descrip- 
tion, would it, in a licensed house ? 

No ; they cannot make a seizure at all in a licensed house. 

975. Would you not, then, say that the act of the constabulary in regard to 
the shebeen-houses was an act in aid of the revenue laws, and in aid of the 
Excise, rather than in the protection of the ordinary law, and of the public 
tranquillity and peace of the country ? 

I think both, from their being strongly impressed with the idea that all illegal 
combinations are got up at those houses. 

976. Chairman.'] Have you known cases in which the supervisors or gaugers 
have brought before you, as a magistrate, cases of shebeen-houses ? 

I have no recollection of it ; but I perfectly recollect being told by the Revenue 
Policemen and their officers that it was not any part of their duty to go to 
sliebeen-houses ; that it was the duty of the constabulary ; I thought it was their 
duty, and that they ought to do it. 

9 77. You are aware that under the 6th & 7th Will. 4, the constables, are pro- 

(262. 4 .) N hibited 
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D. J. Cruke, Esg. hibited from being employed in levying tithes or tithe composition, levying rents 

by distress, or levying fines or penalties under any Act or Acts relating to the 

a 2 d July 1853 . revenue, or enforcing any Act relating to game or fish, except where forcible 
resistance is made and proved on oath ? 

Yes. 

978. And that by the subsequent Act for the levying of fines, where this 
power of levying fines upon forfeited recognizances and other fines is specially 
given in charge to the constables, those constables are prohibited in like manner, 
words being introduced into the clause to the effect, that the fines which 
they are to levy are not to extend to any fine under the law of the Customs, 
Excise, Stamps, or Post-office, nor any fines under the Game Laws ? 

Yes. 

979. Do you think that principle to be a right one, or that it could be 
departed from with safety to the efficiency and discipline of the constabulary 
force ? 

I should say that I would recommend its being adhered to strictly, because, if 
a necessity should arise for employing them it can be done upon sworn informa- 
tion ; if it was a general thing, there would be an abuse of it. 

980. You have stated that the constables being distributed over the country in 
small detachments, and having intercourse with the people, have the means of 
knowing a great deal about this illicit distillation where it prevails ; do you con- 
sider it would be expedient that they should be made the means of procuring 
that information, and transmitting it through their own officers to the Revenue 
Police authorities, so as to assist them by the knowledge they have obtained of 
the progress or extent of illicit distillation ? 

I think it would be very injurious to the force if such were their duty, as it 
would be immediately known by the people, and they would be looked upon as 
spies or informers for the revenue. 

981. At the present time, by the direction given by the present Lord Lieute- 
nant of Ireland, then Lord Eliot, when Secretary for Ireland, the constabulary 
are directed to communicate confidentially their observations with respect to 
illicit distillation, and to communicate it through their own officer ; if that was 
done confidentially, and with prudence, do you think the inconvenience you 
have described would be likely to arise from it ? 

I think it would not be difficult to do it through their own immediate officer ; 
in that way they might communicate, I think, anything, because there would be 
no way by which the people could have any knowledge of it ; they are quite in 
the habit of communicating in matters of the greatest privacy in that way ; 
but if that reporting was to go to another force, it would alter the thing 
entirely. 

982. Therefore, the objection you would raise would be an objection to their 
communicating it through a different force to their own, rather than to their 
making known those practices which you have stated to be injurious to the 
peace of the country, as well as productive of loss to the revenue ? 

I think they could communicate anything to their own officer direct. 

983. Viscount Canning.'] And do you think that if their own immediate 
officer transmitted the information to the head quarters, and if from the head 
quarters of the constabulary it was transmitted to the head quarters of the 
Revenue Police, and so back again to the Revenue Police of the district, that it 
would become known, and so impair the efficiency of the constabulary, and 
impair the confidence of the people in them ? 

I think so ; and I fear that it would be of no assistance, for this reason, that, 
from the length of time that would be lost in transmitting that information all 
through those departments from the county to Dublin, and then back again, the 
whole thing would be at an end, as the whisky would have been made and 
sold in the meantime. 

984. Are you aware whether in practice that course has ever been adopted ? 

J\o ; I know nothing of the constabulary private arrangements. 

. y° u think that there would be any great objection to employing the 

constabulary in examining from time to time, as they passed the places in their 

patrolliugs, 
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patrollings, the licensed kilns and mills, to discover whether there was any illicit Cruice,Esq. 
manufactured malt, or any other smuggling transaction going on there? , 7T" g 

It would all have the same effect; it would make them be looked upon as 2 - u y 1 
revenue officers. 

986. Does that effect result from the course they now take in regard to shebeen- 
houses, and the illicit spirit found in those houses ? 

No. 

987. How, then, do you account for it ? 

The people in Ireland are extremely shrewd ; they know it is for a double 
purpose, the primary thing being to prevent those people meeting for illegal 
purposes. 

988. They do, in fact, visit the shebeen-houses frequently at times when there 
is no reason to suppose that disorderly meetings are going on, do they not f 

It is their duty to do so whenever they know such is going on. 

989. Is not it also their duty to do so even when such is not going on, and 
when their object is only to discover illicit spirits on the premises ? 

I meant when the illicit whisky is there, that is, whenever they ascertain 
that whisky is there, or that the man is selling it, putting out of the question 
all other purposes. 

990. You think that the population do not understand that as an act on the 
part of the constabulary for the enforcement of the revenue laws r 

For this reason, those are not the people who make the whisky ; they are 
small retailers in the little villages and towns that sell it, and they are not looked 
upon as smugglers. 

991. Still the offence they commit in having that whisky upon their premises 
is an offence against the revenue laws ? 

Not as smugglers ; it is an offence against the police laws, so far as being a 
meeting-house for persons going there to combine together to commit some 
offence ; it is there they generally lay their plots. 

992. Still, the holder of the shebeen-house is frequently punished for pos- 
sessing illicit whisky without any reference to disorderly meetings at his house ? 

Decidedly. 

993. Chairman.~\ But he would be equally punishable if he had no illicit 
spirit whatever, would not he ? 

For what ? 

994. If he was selling spirits without license, it does not require that it should 
be illicit ? 

No ; selling licensed whisky by an unlicensed person would be the same 
offence. 

995. In regard to any licensed public-house selling licensed spirits, if it was 
kept in an irregular manner, and had been kept open at bad hours, as a matter 
of police regulation the police would take notice of that house where no revenue 
question was concerned ? 

Yes, as a breach of order. 

996. Is not it notorious and perfectly understood by the people that those 
shebeen-houses are generally places for the meeting of improper characters ? 

No doubt of it. 

997. Therefore is not it notorious to the people that that is a police duty 
which the constabulary ought to be called upon to perform ? 

Yes, it is. 

998. You have spoken of the possible mode of carrying on the suppression of 

illicit distillation, by conceding very much larger authority to the constabulary, 
putting their action upon the ground of suppressing crime, rather than suppressing 
smuggling; has it ever occurred to you whether, for the suppression of 
smuggling, it would be better to augment the Revenue Police, if that force is 
deficient in number, keeping the two establishments separate, or to add to the 
efficiency of the preventive force, by combining the constabulary with it? 

(262. 4.) n 2 lam 
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D. J. Cruice, Esq. I am very clear, as far as my opinion goes, that combining the constabulary 

force with the other would destroy the efficiency of them both, particularly the 

MdJdyiSta . constabulary. 

999. Do you think it would expose the constabulary to temptation, either in 
the way of drink, or in the way of bribery ? 

I have no doubt it would. 

1000. Have you known any cases in which the common mode of bribing on 
the part of the illicit distiller, by sending presents of kegs of whisky and illicit 
spirit, has been resorted to ? 

I could not say ; besides, it would not be fair, speaking of the service, 
to say anything upon hearsay, and I could not say of my own knowledge, for I 
know nothing of that personally. 

1001. The constables in the discharge of their ordinary duties are not exposed 
to the temptation of money bribes, are they ? 

No. 

1002. If they were employed for the suppression of illicit distillation, do not 
you conceive that they would be exposed to the temptation of the bribe of the 
distiller, who had a pecuniary interest in escaping their detection ? 

They would be exposed to it, no doubt. 

1003. You are aware that under the revenue laws the Police are now 
encouraged and stimulated by pecuniary rewards, such as 2i. for the arrest of a 
prisoner, and other rewards for the capture of malt and spirits ; would that be 
a system that you think could be safely introduced into the Police ? 

I think not. 

1004. What effect do you think it would produce upon the Police ? 

I think their other duties would be neglected ; for it is only natural to suppose 
that as they would be better paid in that way, they would work the way they 
were best paid. 

1005. Do you think that the moving of the constables from place to place, 
and their concentration at fairs, sessions, assizes, elections, and places where 
riots were apprehended, would be consistent with their steady and permanent 
action in aid of the Revenue Police force to suppress smuggling ? 

I do not think it would. 

1006. Viscount Canning. ~\ When you speak of the risk of exposing the con- 
stabulary to receive bribes in the shape of whisky from illicit distillers, in case 
they were employed for the suppression of illicit distillation, is not that a risk 
which is necessarily incurred by any force that is employed for the suppression 
of illicit distillation ? 

No doubt of it. 

1007- Is not the Revenue Police necessarily exposed to that risk ? 

I suppose so. 

1008. Do you think the efficiency of the Revenue Police has been impaired 
by being exposed to receive bribes of that nature ? 

I never knew of it. 

1009. Is it quite fair to the constabulary to suppose that they would be more 
susceptible of corruption than the Revenue Police ? 

I would say less. 

1010. Chairman .] Is not the organization of the Revenue Police much more 
of a military organization ; do they not act in much larger detachments, and 
are they not subject to much stricter military rule and government than is 
applicable to a purely civil force like that of the constabulary ? 

No ; if I were to judge from discipline, I would say it was the other way ; that 
of the constabulary is far superior. 

1011. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] They partake more of the military character 
than the Revenue Police ? 

Far more, as far as they have come under my knowledge. 

1012. In the apprehensions that you have stated, that the efficiency of the 

constabulary 
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constabulary might be impaired by their being employed in protecting the 
revenue laws, do you contemplate then* being employed in all the duties which 
the Revenue Police are now employed in detecting illicit distillation ? 

It was not defined to me what duties they were to be employed upon ; I am 
not aware of them, except the particular things which were mentioned. 

1013. Was it upon the supposition that they were to be employed altogether 
in the same duties as the Revenue Police that you gave your answer ? 

Or connected with the other force at all, I would say. 

1014. You have already allowed, have you not, that some exceptions might 
be made ? 

Transmitting prisoners. 

1015. You think that is the only duty they can act in with efficiency in 
addition to their other duties ? 

Yes. 

1016. Chairman.'] Did you not also say stopping the transit of spirits ? 

I am against that ; I am against their interference in any way but trans- 
mitting prisoners, that is, viewing the efficiency of their force, and the effect on 
the constabulary in rendering them less beneficial : I think the transmitting of 
prisoners would ease the duties of the other force ; for if they convict a man 
before a magistrate, they have in many instances to convey him a distance of 
40 or 50 miles to the county gaol, and then three or four of those revenue men 
have to go ; for they even require a larger force than the constabulary ; they 
will not venture with the same force the constabulary men would; I have 
known three or four of the constabulary bring in eight or ten prisoners through 
a mountainous district. 

1017- Without any attempt at rescue? 

Without the slightest ; I never saw an attempt at rescue from the consta- 
bulary men. 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 

MR. PATRICK HOBART is called in, and examined as follows : 

1018. Chairman ] WHAT is your office in Ireland ? 

County Inspector of Donegal. 

1019. Will you explain to the Committee what the duties of County Inspector 
are? 

The duties of a County Inspector are, in the first place, to superintend the 
constabulary of whatever county he is appointed to ; to see into ‘the interior 
economy of each station ; to visit it quarterly, or four times a-year, and see that 
the regulations are strictly attended to, and the barracks kept in proper order ; 
to make reports and periodical returns to the Inspector-general; to receive 
reports from every officer in his county of any crime committed, and of the con- 
duct of the men ; to see that each officer inspects every station himself in his 
district once every month ; and to make a return of all his other duties, together 
with sending quarterly and monthly and other returns to him ; to look over the 
whole financial accounts of each officer under his orders once a month, and 
certify as to their correctness with respect to all pay, and other allowances, for 
himself and the men under his command, and to see that there are no causes for 
complaints in this respect. 

1020. Will you explain what is the next class of officer under your authority 
with whom you are more immediately in connection ? 

There are three classes of Sub -Inspectors, first, second and third-rate, all 
having the same powers as respects their duties. 

1021. And it is their duty to report to you any occurrences ? 

Everything of any consequence connected with the peace of the country or 

the force under their orders. 

1022. What are the officers immediately under them ? 

Head constables ; there is a first and second-class of head constable. 

(262.4.) n 3 1023. Then 
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1023. Then the lowest class is that of constable? 

Two classes of constables (cavalry and infantry), with two classes of sub- 
constables. 

1024. Therefore there is a complete organization, and subordination of rank, 
and responsibihty, from the lowest sub- constable, to you as County Inspector ? 

. Yes. 

1025. Amongst the duties they perform, are they required to report to you 
with respect to their moral conduct as individuals, as well as to the official con- 
duct of the constables under their command ? 

Yes. 

1026. Do this authority and this subordination of rank you have described 
and that continuity of report, enable you to judge with accuracy of the general 
conduct, condition and discipline of the constables under your command ? 

Certainly. 

1027. What is the general condition in reference to its efficiency, their 
discipline, and their moral conduct of the constabulary over whom you are 
placed ? 

I should say very good as a body. 

1028. You have frequently had occasion at assizes, and at sessions, I presume, 
to judge of the conduct of the constabulary when brought forward as witnesses ? 

Yes. 



1029. Has that been, in your judgment, such as, both from your own observa- 
tion, and from the _ opinions of magistrates and judges, by them expressed, and 
by the verdict of juries, to give you a confidence in the good conduct of the 
men? 

Generally so ; they almost invariably meet with approbation, and often the 
expressed gratitude of the unhappy person, or persons, on trial. 

1030. Supposing exceptions to exist, which, of course, in a corps of 12,000 oi- 
ls, 000 must occur, would any defect of moral conduct he the cause of imme- 
diate dismissal ? 

What we call really improper conduct, would be the cause of dismissal ; but 
there are several other modes of punishing. 



1031. What are they ; is degradation in rank one? 

Degradation in rank ; suppose for a year, or different periods, in the rank of 
sub-constable, and reduction from a head-constable or constable to the rank of 
sub-constable for an indefinite period, or a fine imposed, as the case may be. 
On slight offences I have the power myself, as a County Inspector, to fine to the 
amount of 7s. all ranks under me, except that of an officer, and to remove men 
from one station to another, according as I find them not well suited for their 
present station, or that they have misbehaved in any way ; for instance, on the 
complaint of a magistrate, or the district officer, that a man did not give satisfac- 
tion at his station, I would feel it my duty, after inquiry, to remove the man, if I 
lound there was sufficient grounds of complaint. 



1032. Take the instances of special good conduct to arise, have you the means 
ol rewarding, as well as punishing ? 

I have the means of recommending for promotions, or other distinctions. 



1033. What are those distinctions ? • 

There is a badge of distinction called a chevron, which entitles 
his retiring from the service, to a certain sum, in addition to what 
entitled to for his length of service. 



a man, on 
he may he 



1( ? 34 ‘ P° y°u think that a pecuniary benefit arising from the ultimate retire- 
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1035 You are aware that in the Revenue 
particular services ? 

I believe so. 



Police pecuniary rewards attend 



1036. Two 
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1036. Two pounds for the capture of a smuggler, and so much for the capture 
of the implements of smuggling, or the grain, or the spirits in course of 
manufacture ? 

I understand so. 

1037- Should you consider that this species of reward produces the same 
effect upon the discipline of the force, and the conduct of the men, that the 
honorary distinctions which you have described, accompanied by an ultimate 
amelioration in the pecuniary condition of the man, produces in the constabulary 
force ? 

I would he against the constabulary receiving any pecuniary reward whatever 
for any duties imposed upon them, except what is in existence at present, from 
the Reward Fund for special service — I mean our own Reward Fund. 

1038. What effect do you think it will produce on their minds ? 

First it would, I fear, interfere with their discipline, or with the due perform- 
ance of what is generally required of them, and preference might be given to 
the one duty beyond another. 

1039. You think that the more profitable duty would be preferred to the 
more important one ? 

I think it might have that tendency in some instances : I am against giving 
any pecuniary reward to the constabulary more than in payment of their 
personal and ordinary expenses in pursuit of prisoners, or those charged with 
offences, which is three times checked before the man can possibly receive it, 
when it becomes a charge to the public, such as his car or coach-hire, and 
reasonable expenses, except, as I have before stated, from the constabulary Reward 
Fund. 

1040. Have you served in other counties besides Donegal? 

Yes. 

1041. In what other counties have you served? 

I served in the county Galway, adjoining the counties of Tipperary and Clare, 
as first-class Sub-Inspector ; that was my last rank there, nearly 21 years at one 
station. 

1042. Have you observed any distinction in the habits of obedience to the 
law in the population of the counties where illicit distillation prevails, as compared 
with counties where no such practice exists ? 

I have. 

1043. Will you state what the distinction is you would draw between the one 
case and the other ? 

Where illicit distillation is not carried on, I should say the people appear more 
orderly and obedient, both in respect of their duties to God and man, and more 
remarkable for honest, industrious habits. 

1044. What, in your judgment, would be the effect upon your own force, the 
constabulary, if they were to be employed in addition to their present duties 
upon revenue duties connected with the suppression of smuggling ? 

I should say that if it was imposed upon them by law to suppress smuggling, 
they would act as efficiently in that respect as they have been found in their 
other duties ; but I consider that such a measure should be used very cautiously, 
as it might have a tendency to interfere with the interior economy, position and 
discipline at present existing, which works so admirably well ; I would not be 
prepared to say that it would actually have that effect ; at the same time I should 
be afraid of it, and look with a very jealous eye upon the matter. 

1045. Applying myself to particular duties, do you consider, for instance, that 
it would interfere with the discipline or efficiency of your corps if they were 
charged with the transmission and escort of revenue prisoners convicted before 
a magistrate, in the same manner they escort prisoners of any other description 
to the gaol ? 

I do not think that it would, with this exception, that it might often arise that 
those prisoners might not be handed over to them in the manner in which they 
might consider they should, or as if they had them in charge from the com- 
mencement themselves, and that arguments and dissensions might arise as to the 
transmission of the prisoners from one force to the other. 

(262.4.) n 4 1046. Suppose 
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1046. Suppose that the rule was, that every prisoner convicted at petty 
sessions, whether for revenue offences, or for offences against the ordinary law, 
was to he transmitted to the gaol by the same authority in the same manner, and 
under the same description of magisterial warrant, is there any possible incon- 
venience that you think could arise from that ? 

I do not think any possible inconvenience could arise from any prisoner 
handed over by a magistrate’s committal at petty sessions, or where the magis- 
trate was present himself. 

1047. Do you not think it is fairly the duty of the constables? 

I think it is the duty of the constable, provided he has the magistrate’s war- 
rant; he ought not to inquire what the prisoner is convicted for, but show willing 
obedience in the first instance, and submit the question after for future instruc- 
tions, if necessary. 

1048. Viscount Canning^ Has it ever been the practice within your recollec- 
tion for the constabulary to take that duty upon them, namely, the duty of 
conveying to prison offenders who have been convicted of an infraction of the 
revenue laws ? 

Yes, it has. 

1049. It is not the practice now, I believe ? 

No. 

1050. When did it cease ? 

Some years since. 

1051. Can you speak to the reasons which led to the cessation of that 
practice ? 

I am not clear upon it ; but I think the objection arose in the way of the 
revenue prisoners, perhaps, being detained, and obliged to be detained, when 
handed over to the constabulary in their barracks all night previous to going to 
bridewell ; part of the instructions was, that they were not to be escorted from 
the district bridewell until it was necessary to escort other prisoners for other 
offences, which, I think, led to the rescinding of the order. 

J052. Chairman^] Do you recollect exactly about what time it was ? 

I think not for the last 10 or 12 years has there been anything like escorting 
revenue prisoners. ° ° 



1053. You see no inconvenience in that? 

No, not at present ; I consider there could be no objection, if considered useful 
to tne public service. 

d ?. n ° t se \ an / Principle by which a magistrate’s warrant to commit 
p be ^sringuished when put into the hands of the constabulary, what- 

ever the character of the offence may be ? 

ha?p n iT he £ a ma 7 strate commits a prisoner, the constabulary 

” d Sh0W ready 0bedien0e t0 the ma =“ 

tmrf 5 ™wt^! en f?v d i efore fte f“ mmi ttee, that tire sale of illicitly dis- 
transmTterl hv tn L le °P en an i unchecked manner in which spirits are 

to “ ted ft ft StlU T ft e place of sale ’ that s ™h spirits are frequently 
StoZft T, £° r f back ’ , that the man is known perfectly, that his 
tSfnd d h^ e( l uen tiy passes the constabulary barracks, and the 

“ asta hulary stations are, and that there is no 
tote ft °* ender against the Iaw cal > he Stopped by the con- 

Sswo^dSseftfftLTft 10 ^ 61106 t0 the disci P ,i “ e a "d order of your 
to ask whether the mi ft ^ aut h° nt y to stop persons under such circumstances, 

spirits, or P ° Siti0n WinS t0hand0Ter 

1056. In what respect ? 

chMlftnhftk would ftftrU partic,ll f portion of the revenue laws to them to 
’ thmk would, perhaps, not be correctly carried out ; in my opinion, it 

would 
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-would be very difficult indeed to blend the duties of tbe constabulary with the 
Revenue Police duties, without injury to the former force. 

1057. In what respect ? 

I think they would consider themselves, and they would be considered by 
others, subservient to the. Revenue Police, which it would be very difficult to 
bring them to, and any attempt to do so, I am satisfied, would create discontent 
and dissatisfaction. 

1058. Is there, at the present time existing between the peasantry of the 
country and the constabulary, generally speaking, good-will, confidence, and an 
indisposition to any acts of violence or obstruction against the constabulary ? 

There is the best possible feeling towards the constabulary by the people ; I 
speak more as to that in the south or west of Ireland than from what has come 
under my notice in my present district. 

1059. Have you known frequent cases in which that confidence is shown by 
the selection of a constable, or an officer of the constabulary, as a referee by the 
peasantry themselves to settle, their little disputes ? 

No doubt ; for a constable in charge of a station has frequently decided cases 
that would puzzle a magistrate to decide in his capacity, giving an equitable 
arrangement, perhaps, that the magistrate would not feel bound to interfere in, 
or right of him in that capacity. 

1060. Have you known instances in which information important to the public 
peace has been the result of this confidence between the peasantry and the con- 
stables; has this been made known to you as a superior officer, and acted 
upon ? 

Yes, frequently; I have often received most valuable information myself 
without fee or reward ; in fact none would be accepted ; but I have no cause to 
say that I have had that experience in the county Donegal. 

1061. Are those cases frequent, and has that communication, being the result 
of good feeling of confidence between the people and the constables, been of impor- 
tance to you in the preservation of the public peace in the district in which you are ? 

I cannot say, while there exists good feeling towards the force in my present 
district, that there is a disposition to interfere in those matters on the part of 
the farmers and people generally. 

1062. Do you think that this would continue if the constabulary were known 
to be employed in aid of the revenue interfering with the pecuniary profits of 
any considerable mass of the people, and suppressing practices not constituting 
a moral offence, but an offence against the distillery laws alone ? 

I should say that with respect to any duties imposed by law generally upon 
the constabulary after they had become known for some time, and fairly 
administered, any odium supposed to be upon it in the commencement I think 
would soon wear away from the minds of the people. 

1063. But, in the first instance, do you think that the employment of the 
constabulary for the active duties of the suppression of illicit distillation would 
have a tendency to alter the good feeling that you have described to exist 
between them and the peasantry, and the farmers ? 

In the first instance it might in a great degree. 

1064. What would be the effect? 

Ultimately, from the discipline and manner in which the rules laid down for 
the constabulary are carried out, and supported as they are by the mogistrates 
and gentry, and the well-disposed of every class, I should think it would not last 
long. 

1065. Is not it a part of the duties imposed upon the constables by law to 
visit both the public licensed houses, to see that they are regularly kept, and 
not open at illegal hours, or for the reception of bad people, and also to visit the 
shebeen-houses, where spirits are sold without a license ? 

It is their peculiar duty, and they do it. 

1066. Viscount Canning.'] When you say it is their peculiar duty, do you 
mean it is the duty of the constabulary alone, and not of the Revenue Police to 
visit the shebeen-houses ? 

(262. 4 .) O I never 
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I never heard that the Revenue Police did ; I do not say they do not, but I 
never heard of it. 

1067. Chairman .] Have you never known cases reported to you from petty 
sessions in which those proceedings have been instituted by them ? 

No, I never knew an instance. 

1068. Are there many cases within your knowledge, as Inspector, in which 
the constables have, brought such cases forward, and procured convictions ? 

Yes, certainly. 

1069. And if you went by your own observation, or by actual report, that the 
duty of visiting such houses had been neglected by any of the constabulary 
under your authority, should you at once consider that neglect calling for your 
animadversion or interposition ? 

Certainly ; they would meet with my censure, if not punished by removal of 
the man from the neighbourhood. 

1070. Are you not aware there are many difficulties of a technical nature 
in procuring evidence upon which you can ground the conviction of those 
shebeen-houses? 

Xes. 

1071. Has it ever been suggested to you, or has it occurred to you, how the 

law might be strengthened or simplified in that respect, so as to make the 
punishment more clearly and easily enforced ? . 

I consider the existing law with regard to shebeen-houses is one of the 
readiest we have had for some time, as the owner of a sliebeen-house by 
repute, when persons are found tippling or drinking in the house, becomes liable 
to a penalty, and may be brought before the magistrates by summons, grounded 
on an information that has been acted upon, and prosecutions have taken place, 
and convictions obtained. 

1072. Have you reason to know that those shebeen-houses afford great 
facilities for the assembling of improper characters, and the planning of illegal 

I believe they are established on purpose for that object, and the owner (if a 
man) connected with some confederacy of an improper character. 

1073. Therefore, upon the general ground of suppressing crime, is not it of 
the first importance that the full power of putting down those shebeen-houses 
should be vested in the constabulary ? 

Yes, certainly ; nothing more desirable, in my opinion. 

1074. Supposing there were no such thing as Excise regulations, and sup- 

posing there were no such thing as duties upon spirits, could you rely upon the 
efficient enforcement of the ordinary law, if places where fermented and spiri- 
tuous liquors were sold were not made the matter of police regulation and 
visit ? . . 

I should say it would be most difficult to preserve any sort of order; these 
houses would not only become pests, but dangerous to society, as they are in a 
great degree at present. 

1075. Viscount Canning.'] In visiting a shebeen-house, and in the event of 
the constabulary finding spirits within it, their practice is to seize the spirits, is 
not it ? 

No ; the constable takes down the name of the owner of the house, and the 
persons found tippling in it, first seeing that they have had wliisky drinking, ana 
lays an information before a magistrate, who issues a summons ; then the case is 
heai-d, and a conviction, if properly proved, follows. 

1076. Do I understand you rightly, that if one of the constabulary went into 
a shebeen-house, and found sundry bottles, or a cask of whisky, in the shebeen- 
liouse, he would take no measures to secure that whisky ? 

Xo ; it is not usually done, although it sometimes occurs ; the whisky exposed 
is generally very trifling, and the constable does not feel he has sufficient power 
to search the premises. 

1077. In the meantime the whisky may be disposed of as the owner of the 
shebeen-house may please before any measures are taken ? 
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The constable satisfies himself that the people were tippling in the house, and 
that it was a reputed house, for the sale of whisky, and unlicensed, upon which 
he grounds his complaint. 

1078. It is necessary, in order to the case’s proceeding further, that he should 
find whisky upon the premises ? 

Find the people engaged in drinking, by having the vessels on the table ; 
he enters the house, and finds parties assembled with the usual implements for 
drinking whisky, which he examines, and finds to contain a greater or a lesser 
quantity, and the person who holds the house, male or female, using ownership 
over it ; the constable knows the name of the owner of the house, and he. knows 
it, perhaps by repute, to be a shebeen-house, and he summonses the parties found 
in the house, and the owner, and the. magistrates will judge of the entire case, 
and convict, or otherwise. 

1079. Is it always essential that he should be able to prove the had repute of 
the house '! 

Y es, for this reason : those, people would immediately start up, and say, “Those 
are only friends, and we are. treating them.” 

1080. Then that is the only security which a person honestly holding a private 
house, and honestly giving his friends a glass of whisky to drink, has against 
being considered the owner of a slieheen-liouse ? 

Yes, so far as I know, observing that there, is always some mark for a 
shebeen-house. 

1081. Chairman .] That would be the case if you were not able to give direct 
evidence of the purchase and sale of the whisky within ? 

Yes ; it is never resorted to otherwise. 

1082. But if you could prove, that the whisky which was consumed was 
bought, then you would have no necessity of resorting to the question of com- 
mon fame against the house ? 

No ; but it must be recollected that they resort to all manner of expedients 
to prevent detection ; in many instances where prosecutions were laid under a 
former law, persons would come forward, and have no scruple to swear, because 
they were returned the money that they paid for the whisky, they did not pur- 
chase or pay for it ; that has occurred to myself ; I have brought up persons 
where, the money was returned, and the people have sworn they never paid for 
the liquor, and the prosecution has fallen to the ground. 

1083. Viscount Canning.'] In practice, is not the case, very rare in which you 
are able to prove the payment for the whisky ? 

It is not now called for. 

1084. The repute is sufficient? 

The repute is sufficient : an honest man, if you bring him forward, will not 
forswear himself; he. will swear that he did pay for it ; we had a practice when 
the country was very much disturbed, and it was very much desired to put down 
those houses (we found it a bad thing afterwards) of sending a man dressed in 
coloured clothes for the purpose of buying the whisky, and prosecuting ; but that 
we did not find to work well ; it was considered degrading to the force ; but 
something should be done to break up these establishments of infamy and vice. 

1085. Then your evidence rests upon the honesty and the good faith of the 
person found drinking the whisky there ? 

Generally, or the repute, of the house. 

1 086. But if those shebeen-houses are frequented by people, who meet there 
for the purpose of infringing or planning infringement of the law, are they people 
qpon whose good faith and word you could place confidence ? 

Not those men ; but others may go into the house to drink who are perfectly 
honest ; supposing the case of a traveller, or any person returning home from 
fair or market, who may be induced to go in there, the constable would watch 
those people, and summon them to give evidence. 

1087. Then if the holder of a shebeen-house is punished for supplying those. 

(262.4.) O 2 well-conducted 
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well-conducted people with, whisky, his offence is an offence peculiarly against 
the revenue laws, and not against the police ? 

Decidedly that is the offence for which lie is punished ; hut the object of the 
constabulary is to break up the shebeen-houses. 

1088. He is brought to punishment by the constabulary for the offence 
against the revenue laws, and not for creating a disturbance or offence against 
the peace laws ? 

Precisely ; but the object of the constabulary is to keep those houses down, 
and prevent illegal meetings being held in them. 

1089. You would not refrain from punishing the holder of a shebeen-house, 
however you might be convinced that the persons frequenting his house were 
honest, well-conducted people ? 

Certainly not upon principle ; the persons who generally resort to such houses 
are rarely well-conducted. 

1090. Chairman.) Supposing that in visiting a house you found a quantity of 
spirit, whether it was illicit, or whether it was licensed spirit, unless you were 
able to establish ill-repute against that house, or to show that the spirit had 
been sold and consumed there, could you proceed against the owner at all ? 

No ; we should not mind any quantity of whisky in the man’s house. 

1091. Supposing it was illicit spirit, would your constables have any authority, 
unless there was a violation of other laws, for seizing it, or would they be com- 
petent judges to know whether it was illicit spirit or not ? 

No; they have no authority to interfere with whisky under such circumstances ; 
they might or might not be judges of the description. 

1092. Viscount Canning.) They are judges of whether the man has a license 
to sell any whisky ? 

They know he has no license, or otherwise he would have a board over his 
door ; and he cannot have a license without the constabulary of the district 
renewing his certificate that he keeps a good and orderly house. 

1093. Though the whisky may be Parliament whisky, the sale is secret? 

Yes ; and liable in the same manner as if it was illicit whisky. 

1094. And it is for that illicit sale the constabulary bring him to justice? 

For keeping the house for the sale without license. 



1095. Chairman'.) Supposing a party to be conveying the spirit from one 
place to another without a permit, that being an offence against the Excise laws ; 
would your people have any authority on that ground to stop and seize those 
spirits ? 

None whatever. 

1096. Are there any cases of offence purely against the Excise laws in which 
they have any power of interfering ? 

They have no authority nor instructions. 

1097. And you consider it would he essential to the peace laws of the country, 
whether there were Excise laws or not, that they should interfere with respect 
to the due management of houses where spirits are sold ? 

I think there can he nothing .more essential than that the constabulary should 
forthe sale of whisky 61131)16 the ‘” t0 k66P 3 pr0)? “ checli U P 011 a11 bouses open 
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half-baronies, and others upon the county at large ; I mean the augmentations, 
or men on temporary service. 

1101. Those rather have reference to the cases of disturbance which have 
occurred, and which have required the increase of the force ? 

Yes. 

1 102. I presume by the course of law and the practice, with which you are 
familiar , that when those cases of disturbance cease, it will come under the con- 
sideration of the Government and of Sir Duncan M c Gregor to consider whether 
that increased force might not be reduced ? 

Yes ; they are. generally reduced or withdrawn whenever the magistrates apply 
for a reduction in such cases. 

1103. Supposing, in addition to the present duties of the constabulary 
revenue duties, in a county like Donegal, where illicit distillation has prevailed, it 
were to be imposed upon you, would it be practicable to reduce that force in the 
same way as where the duties of the constabulary are confined exclusively to the 
preservation of the public peace ? 

That would depend upon how it would operate upon the public, and upon 
those smugglers, the constabulary having charge of that particular duty. 

1104. If the state of the public peace now requires an addition beyond the 
Parliamentary standard, under the law, as it now stands, in reference to your 
present duties,- could the force, when the. county gets tranquil, be reduced to the 
Parliamentary standard, if the. duties of the police were to be augmented by 
imposing upon them the revenue duties ? 

No; for this reason, the county of Donegal has been under-policed at all times, 
and most lilcety a further increase may be required under such circumstances, 
at least for some time. 

1105. Is not the portion of the excess of charge occasioned by the increased 
amount of constabulary in the county of Donegal at present paid for out of the 
county and local rates V 

A moiety, which constitutes one-half. 

1106. Then if, for revenue purposes, you were compelled to keep up that 
increased establishment, when by the state of the county you would be able to 
reduce it, would not the effect of that possession of revenue, duties be to cast the 
expense, of collecting the revenue upon the local taxation ? 

Yes, if the class of force at present employed were to be. kept up ; but I should 
say the Government would have to consider that ; it would be unfair to put it 
upon the county ; and, in justice, I beg to make this observation, that it would be 
only fair to reconsider the number of the permanent force for Donegal, which 
certainly are too few under any circumstances. 

110/. Do you consider that the officers and men that are under your com- 
mand would act satisfactorily if they were, brought into combination with the 
Excise force, and called upon to work with them, as well as under their own 
officers ? 

I am satisfied there, could be nothing more unpopular to the constabulary : 
from what I know of them, 1 am satisfied they would not co-operate, and that 
any arrangement of the. sort would lead to unsatisfactory results. 

1108. Do you consider that the. character and position of the candidates that 
you now have, for constabulary appointments would be lowered, and that men 
who are willing to join you for your present duties would not be, willing to 
enlist under you if they were to be applied to the Excise duties ? 

It would not interfere in that respect, I think ; I find the Revenue Police can 
get recruits when they require them. 

1109. Do you find the. same facility in getting the same character of recruit 
for your constabulary now that you used formerly before the large emigration 
took place, and before the effect produced upon wages by the increased demand 
for workpeople was experienced ? 

No; they may be. as good men, but they are not the class of men we got some 
few years ago. ’ 

1110. Have you been obliged to alter your standard? 

Lately, for the time being. 

( 262 . 4 .) 0 3 
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1 1 1 1. Practically speaking, there is not the same facility in obtaining the 
same classes of people you formerly felt ? 

No ; 15 or 16 years ago we got the farmers’ sons ; but they very rarely offer 
themselves at present. 

1112. Viscount Canning.] Do you believe that the Revenue Police are 
recruited from pretty much the same class as your own force ? 

I should say so, very nearly ; I do not see much difference, unless that I 
believe a preference is given to the constabulary by those who consider them- 
selves qualified for it in every respect. 

1 113. When you spoke just now against the co-operation on the part of the 
constabulary with the Revenue Police for Excise purposes, you did not intend 
your objection to apply to that limited co-operation of escorting prisoners, and of 
examining and stopping spirits in transitu ? 

I meant, that the stopping of spirits, and handing it over to the Revenue 
Police, would be objectionable to the force, or anything of thatsort, because they 
would consider themselves subservient to the other force. 



1114. Suppose, instead of handing it over to the Revenue Police, they deli- 
vered it to their own officer, and their officer were directed how to deal with it 
by the Government, what should you say then ? 

That would be rather a question I could only be prepared to answer when I 
knew what arrangement Government would make, or propose. 

1115. Supposing the arrangement were such that no constable of your force 
should be under the authority, or be called upon to receive the commands, of 
the officers of the Revenue Police, or for any communication with them, except 
through his own officer ? 

If directly or indirectly in any shape or way he were to be considered to be 
an assistant to the Revenue Police, he would object greatly to that, and there 
are very few of the men of the present standing who would not feel it to be a 
grievance. 



1116. Chairman.] You have referred to the duties of the constabulary with 
respect to the shebeen-houses ? 

Yes. 



111/. It is imposed upon them, as part of the constabulary duty, to visit and 
obtain convictions to prosecute and to punish ? 

The law gives that power. 

1118. Suppose the law dealt precisely with the transit of spirits within reach 
and observation of the police, not making it incumbent upon them to go in 
search of the spirits, or to act upon any revenue authority, or to obey or to 
report to any revenue authority, but that, as a constabulary duty, they were 
required, if they saw the transit of spirits through the towns and villages, to stop 
the man, if they found he was unaccompanied by a permit, and to bring him 
before the magistrates as a municipal offence, and to punish him for the matter 
ol tact clearly provable ; would that diminish their efficiency ? 

1 do not think it would diminish their efficiency ; but I would be greatly afraid 
1 . . nr 'g them under the class of assistants to the revenue department, 

which IS thfi nWH-irvn r 



1119. Viscount Canning.] Would not that same objection apply to their 
tafang charge of prisoners made by the revenue force ? 

n,* 18 a conTicte| i person, and is given in charge to them under 

mL^w 0nt n,°! I? 1 ® . magistrate ; and with regard to anything coming from a 
^ / e ?, ng 1S S° ne altogether : they know they must follow everv- 
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and strongly feel themselves worthy of every consideration. 
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nicatina that inf 0rm ? or ’ 111 respect of illicit distilling, takes means for commu- 
nicating that information to the revenue force ? 
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communications were discovered, I believe, as coming from the constabulary. 

1121. Discovered 
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1121. Discovered by whom ? 

By the people ; I never, in travelling through Donegal, when I see anything 
like distillation, neglect to communicate it to the Revenue Police officer at 
Letterkenny. 

1122. Does the knowledge of your practice of expecting that from your force 
operate in the manner you describe in discouraging them ? 

I believe the smuggler does not wish the constabulary should know his move- 
ments ; they are not obliged to report direct to the. revenue ; but there is a form 
of report sent to the Inspector-general, usually headed “ Illicit Distillation,” and 
the question put, “ What means have you to ascertain it ? ” they would say, I 
saw” so and so “ in a townland or parish,” and so on. 

1123. Do you not suppose a constable is sufficiently intelligent to know the 
communicating of that information on his part is an act which has no other 
purpose than that of giving information to the. Revenue Police ? 

No doubt he knows that is the object. 

1 124. And thereby assisting the Revenue Police ? 

No doubt; and no objection would arise to give that information iu that 
way. 

1125. They do not feel an indisposition to help in the Revenue Police in that 
way, though they would feel an indisposition to helping them by stopping the 
spirits ? 

They would have no indisposition to communicate anything to their own 
officer, or the Inspector-general ; that is their duty, and they do it. 

1126. It is communicating to the Inspector-general matters that do not con- 
cern the police law, but which do concern the revenue laws ? 

They have an order to do that. 

1127. Do they not know that the object of that order is to facilitate the 
operations of the Revenue Police 1 

Certainly ; and in many instances they communicate direct to the Revenue 
Police. 

1128. Suppose they had an order to stop spirits in transit, as they were, carried 
past then* barrack, would not they do that as willingly as they now convey any 
information ? 

They would do anything willingly that they were ordered to do ; but whether 
they would do it in an efficient manner, considering that they would be acting as 
a sort of secondary Revenue Police, I question very much ; it is difficult to get 
men to do what they totally dislike. 

1129. But does not the objection apply as much in one case as the other ? 

No ; a printed form filled up, and put into the post-office, directed to the 

Inspector-general, cannot be considered by the constable objectionable, no 
matter what information it contains : the form to which I refer, is marked 
“ confidential.” 

1130. Chairman.'] Would there not be this difference, that the one would be 
an open avowed act, done, in the middle of the street, and in the observation of 
the people, namely, the seizing of a person conveying spirits, and that the other 
would be the. confidential report you have just described ? 

They are quite, different : it has ever been the practice for the. constabulary 
to inform the heads of the. force and Government on the state of illicit distillation 
in the form of a confidential report. 

1131. Viscount Canning.] Do you think that the fact of its being done con- 
fidentially and secretly, and unknown to the population, makes a difference in 
their estimation r 

Yes, it does, I am certain : it is perfectly understood that every occurrence in 
the country, the most trivial matter, is reported by the constabulary, and that 

is their duty to do so ; therefore it is different to giving the information 
direct. 

1132. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] Does it often come to the knowledge of the 
constabulary that illicit distillation exists where the constabulary do not give 
the information to the Inspector ? 
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I do not think it could be ; in some places it is not found necessary, I believe 
to send the form out, where the Revenue Police are in numbers : no forms have 
been sent, for instance, to me to Donegal. 

1133. Is it your opinion that illicit distillation can be carried on extensively 
in any district without its coming to the knowledge of the constabulary ? 

No, certainly not : I never travel through the county that I do not take 
some notice of it, and latterly I consider it on the increase : some very glaring- 
acts of illicit distillation have recently come under my observation. 

1134. In all such cases, when it comes under your own observation, or under 
that of your force, do you make communication to the proper authorities ? 

At present, in my county I do not know if any of the forms referred to are in 
it ; none have been sent through my office since I took charge ; perhaps it is 
because there are such a number of Revenue Police stations there, the forms of 
report do not come at present ; when I was in Galway we had them ; however, 
there may be a supply of them in the different districts. 

1135. Who were those forms furnished by? 

The constabulary office. 

1136. What is the nature of those forms ? 

Whenever a constable discovered that illicit distillation was going on, or about 
to take place, he gave the name of the townland, the parish or place, and his 
reason for thinking so, and this was directed to the Inspector-general of con- 
stabulary, with the object of having it transferred to the commander of the 
Revenue Police. 

1137. Were those forms furnished by the Inspector of the constabulary ? 

Yes. 

1 138. To every member of the force ? 

To every station ; but I have not seen any in Donegal ; however, they may be 
there. 

1139. "What were the directions sent with those forms ? 

To have them sent direct to the Inspector-general. 

1 140. Directions were given to the constabulary, wherever those matters carne 
within their cognizance, to give that information ? 

Yes. 



Viscount Canning.] Do you consider the fact of your, not being in pos- 
session of any of those forms exempts your force from the obligation of conveying 
information by any other means ? 

I do not think so : my observation went to say that, perhaps, the forms were 
not sent at present to Donegal, there are so many revenue stations in it. 

1142. Would it be practicable for the constabulary in Donegal to refrain from 
giving any information which they may obtain as to the carrying on of illicit 
distillation until they shall receive some more of those forms ? 

Iam satisfied they would give any information that comes within the instruc- 
tions they have received, or the first time, perhaps, that they could communicate 
it privately ; that is their habit. 



1143. To whom? 

tke Police > but the y are not bound to do so ; but they will do it 

givens 11311 ** ^ C ™ mtl1 confi<le n ce re ty it would not be known they had 



a 6 be “ E ?™ e . of tbose forms Donegal, if it should happen that 

that a still y0 . r ° r abou ‘ bis duty, should receive information 

Slot ™ r J 1 ■ T ’ °f Wi S kkely to be at ' T0rk ’ in a particular part of the 
accmmt Of th! rt T ^ ay ’ Sko ? d you consider that “an discharged his duty if on 

hfe S^erior Offic ? n ° mms ’ ke refrained from S ! ™S ‘bat information to 
his superior officer, or to some person of the Revenue Police ? 

thouirbhe nTiJh?,! “^nge upon his duty not to give it to the Revenue Police, 

described! ^ d ; ^ ke WOuU haVe a rigkt to re P ort the matter, as before 
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1145. I put two alternatives : I say in the case of a man refraining from giving 
the information either to his own superior officer or to the Revenue Police ? 

He would have a right to give it to his own superior officer. 

1146. Lord Stanley of Alderley.} Is that part of his duty, do you consider? 

Yes. 

1147. Viscount Canning.] Supposing that one of your men received infor- 
mation that a still was at work, or was likely to he at work, or that he saw it at 
work, and supposing that, having no form to fill up, he refrained from giving 
information either to any superior officer of his own, or to the Revenue Police, 
should you consider that he. was guilty of any neglect of duty ? 

I would, under the. instructions he. had already received ; he should report in 
manuscript, and furnish the. information required from him ; that would be his 
duty. 

1148. In place, of the printed form? 

Yes. 

1149. Therefore the fact that at present there are no forms in Donegal, is no 
justification of the constabulary in neglecting to take the usual course to inform 
their superior officer of the existence of illicit distillation ? 

To inform the Inspector-general agreeably to tlieir orders ; although forms 
have not been supplied by me, they may be in existence from a former period ; 
at all events, a report should be made. 

1150. Who is their superior officer? 

The Inspector-general. 

1151. I think I understood you, in a previous part of your evidence, to say, 
that, inasmuch as there were no such forms, that information had not been 
recently given '! 

I meant to state that those forms had not come since I have been in Donegal, 
but that that does not exonerate, the constable in case of not giving information. 

1152. And the information is given just as much as if the forms w r ere there? 

I should say so ; I hope so. 

1153. And you would expect your own men to do so ? 

Decidedly ; I do it myself to the. offiecr of the Revenue Police, and did so not 
many days ago. 

1154. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] Do you think the knowledge on the part of 
the population that such information is afforded by the constabulary injures 
them in the opinion of the country, and diminishes their efficiency and 
utility ? 

I do not think any such thing. I think the illicit distillers try to conceal as 
much as possible from the constabulary that this thing is going on; it is natural 
that they should do so, as those who carry on illicit distillation are not consi- 
dered the most proper people in their neighbourhood. 

1155. Chairman.'] In those eases in which the constabulary may give the 
information, and in which, on the. transfer of that information from Sir Duncan 
Macgregor to Colonel Maclachlan, proceedings may be instituted, your con- 
stables are not brought forward as witnesses ? 

No ; it is a confidential report. 

1156. The whole of the. open proceedings afterwards being carried into effect 
through the Revenue Police ? 

Yes. 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 



Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned to Monday next, 
at One o’clock. 



(262. 4.) 
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Mr. P, Holart, 
2 2 d July 1853 . 
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Die Lunce, 25 ° Juki 1853 . 



LORDS PRESENT: 



Earl Forte scue. 

Earl of Wicklow. 

Earl of Stradbroke. 
Viscount Hutchinson. 



Viscount Canning. 

Lord De Tablet. 

Lord Stanley of Alderley. 
Lord Monteagle of Brandon. 



THE LORI) MONTEAGLE of Brandon in the Chair. 



GEORGE KNOX, Esquire, is called in, and examined as follows : 

1157- Chairman.' \ WHAT office do you hold in Ireland ? ' 

Resident Magistrate. 

1158. How long have you filled that office ? 

Six years last February. 

1159. Had you been in the public service before that time ? 

I had been a local magistrate, and held agencies under Crown lands. 

1160. By local magistrate, you mean one of the ordinary magistrates of the 
country ? 

An ordinary magistrate for the county of Roscommon. 

1161. In what county are you now serving ? 

The county of Sligo. 

1162. Have your official duties and your previous engagements made you 
familiar with the condition of those counties ? 

Yes. 

1163. Are there many parts of them in which the practice of illicit distillation 
has prevailed ? 

It is carried on to a great extent in all my district ; a portion of my district 
extends into Mayo. 

1164. Could you describe to us the names of the Baronies, or the divisions of 
the counties, in which the illicit distillation most prevails ? 

The Baronies of Leyny and Coolavin in the county of Sligo, and the Baronies 
of Costello and Gallen in Mayo. 

1165. Have you reason to believe that this practice of illicit distillation acts 
mischievously upon the habits of the people, and the public peace ? 

I know it is a great means of demoralizing the people, and their females, who 
are often up at night attending to them; it is a great means of demoralization to 
them generally. I do not think it affects their habits as to the peace of the 
county. 

1166. In your capacity of resident magistrate, I presume you have had many 
distillation cases brought before you ? 

A great many. 

1167. In administering the law, you are assisted and accompanied by the 
county gentlemen magistrates, are you not ? 
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George Knox, Esq. Always in cases of summons to petty sessions ; "but there are immediate arrest 

cases where they are brought before me on the moment ; but in cases of prose- 

25 th July 1853 . CLltions an( j summ onses 3 1 am assisted by the local magistrates of the district. 

1168. In those revenue cases brought before the petty sessions, the Bench, 
consisting of yourself and the local magistrates, have your efforts to enforce the 
law been seconded by the local magistrates, or have those efforts of yours been 
counteracted by them ? 

I have always found in my district the greatest co-operation from the local 
magistrates. 

1169. You have found no more reluctance on the part of the local magistrates 
in convicting and punishing the illicit distiller, than in any other class of cases 
that comes before you ? 

Certainly not. 

1170. You having, before your present official employment, been a country 
gentleman magistrate yourself, and being familiar with your colleagues 
upon the Bench, and knowing their interests and feelings, are you able to state 
whether the conviction now is on the part of the gentry, that it is in any respect 
more profitable to themselves than it could ever have been creditable to 
encourage illicit distillation on their own estates ? 

I always find that they wish to discourage it. 

1171. Do you not believe that the habits that illicit distillation engenders on 
the part of the distiller would be more injurious even in a pecuniary sense to 
the landlords of your district than any profit that could be made by the conver- 
sion of grain into spirit ? 

I think it is more injurious to the landlords ; for the tenants become idlers, 
and neglect their farms. 

1172. Is not that the result of their becoming distillers ? 

I think so. 

1173. Your position, as resident magistrate, enables you to form a judgment 
of the present state of the constabulary of Ireland in your neighbourhood, does 
not it ? 

Yes. 



1174. Are you satisfied with the moral, as well as the professional, conduct of 
the constables and their officers ? 

I find them a very efficient force. 

1175. Do you find any difficulty raised by them, or any neglect or cowardice 
on their part in executing the warrants you put in their hands ? 

Never. 

1176. Do you find any irregularity in their mode of executing their patrol 
duty ? 

In my district I do not. 

11 77- Do not the regulations of the constabulary require, that at every meet- 
ing of the petty sessions the original record of the patrols should be brought 
before the magistrate, and read over in the presence of the superior constabulary 
officer, who, with the magistrates, have the full power of observing upon the 
duty, and the mode in which it has been performed, the book being finally 
signed by the magistrates on the Bench t 

I have never seen it done ; I have never seen that book produced. 

1178. What are the more important duties which, so far as you know, are 
confined to the constabulary force ? 

The execution of our warrants from petty sessions, and attendance at quarter 
sessions and assizes, and attending at public meetings. 

1179. You mean by public meetings, I presume, fairs, assizes, elections, and 
such like ? 

Yes ; each fair in the district and elections ; in fact, on every requisition of 
the resident magistrate. . X: 

1180. Amongst their more important duties would you not class the duty of 
patrolling at night ? 

I should, certainly. 

1181. How 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




(JN EXTENDING THE FUNCTIONS OF THE CONSTABULARY IN IRELAND. 1 17 



1181. How is that last duty performed of patrolling ; in what parties do they George Knox, Fsg. 

^The out- stations generally consist of a constable and four sub-constables ; 2 5th July l8 ^ 3, 
then there is one left as barrack orderly, and I think three generally go out, and 
sometimes even so small a number as two patrol : I frequently meet them in 
twos. 



1182. And, as far as your judgment goes, those duties are efficiently per- 
formed ? 

I am sure they are. 



1183. As resident magistrate, are you enabled to state that those functions of 
the constabulary are essential to the prevention of crime ? 

Certainly. 

1184. Now, what is the general feeling of the people in respect to the con- 
stabulary ; are they on good terms together ? 

They are on very good terms, I think. 

1185. Have you known instances in which the constables have been exposed 
to violence on the part of the people while performing their duty ? 

I have never seen them attacked in any instance of much importance. 



1186. Has not there been an alteration of practice within your own observa- 
tion, by which, in many instances, where formerly the constables have been 
accustomed to interpose with strength of arm to repress violence, they are now 
satisfied with observing the case, taking the names of the men, summoning them 
to the. next Bench of petty sessions, and bringing the whole matter under the 
consideration of the magistrate ? 

That is the general practice at present in my district. 

1187. And do you not approve of that practice, and consider it to be import- 
ant in the execution of their duties ? 

I think it is the most prudent. 

1188. You have stated that they are on good terms with the country people. 
Do you consider that such intercourse and good-will give them moral aid in the 
performance of their functions ? 

Certainly. 

1 189. Have you known cases in which the little disputes amongst the country 
people themselves are settled by the friendly interposition of either the officer 
or the more experienced constables ? 

I have known trifling cases' settled by their advice. 

1190. That is a proof of the good-will and confidence of the people in the 
constables ? 

It is. 

1191. Supposing that any change of system were to destroy that good-will, 
and to render the constables objects of dislike and suspicion ; what, in your 
judgment, would be the result in the execution of their duties ? 

1 think they would meet with more opposition. 

1192. If that feeling of good-will and confidence were destroyed, could they 
in safety proceed in parties of two and three at night in patrolling ? 

I think not ; I think the parties would require to be larger. 

1193. Viscount Canning.] Do you consider that the number in which the 
constables patrol is too small a number as it is ? 

I do ; they could be of very little use. 

1194. Even under the present favourable state of feeling towards the consta 
bles on the part of the population ? 

I think the patrols are too small at present. 

1195. Chairman.'] In the county with which you are connected, can you tell 
us what the number of the Parliamentary establishment of constables is ? 

The number of officers is 246. 



1196. Explain what you mean by officers ? 
Sub-Inspectors. 
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1197. What is the force in your county ? 

Six officers, and, I should say, about 200 sub-constables. I am not exact as to 
the number, but I think, on the average, they have 25 men to each officer. 

1198. Can you tell us how-many constabulary stations you have in the county 
of Sligo? 

Thirty-two. 

1199. Have you any extra constabulary in the county of Sligo beyond the 
number of the Parliamentary establishment ? 

Not at present. 

1200. Have you had ? 

We have had in one barony, but they have been withdrawn. 

1201. What barony was that? 

Tyreragh. 

1202. When were they withdrawn, and how many did the extra force con- 
sist of ? 

They were withdrawn in December; I am not sure of the number of the 
extra force. 

1203. When an extra force is put into a county, is it not by law a consequence 
that a certain portion of the expense of the extra force is defrayed by the 
county rate ? 

Yes. 

1204. Was that barony of Tyreragh a barony where any illicit distillation 
prevailed ? 

Certainly it was. 

1205. Is the subordination of rank amongst the constabulary, and the con- 
sequent discipline, kept up with accuracy, so that from the County Inspector 
down to the sub-constable, and from the County Inspector upwards to Sir 
Duncan M ‘Gregor, there is one continued chain of responsibility ? 

I believe so. 

1206. Do you think it very necessary that that should be maintained for the 
efficiency of the corps? 

Certainly. 

1207. bias your position, as resident magistrate, or as a resident country gentle- 
man, enabled you to pay any attention to the duties imposed by law upon the 
Revenue Police for the protection of the revenue, -and the detection and punish- 
ment of illicit distillers ? 

It has. 

1208. Have you ever been cognizant of the mode in which their patrols are 
carried on at night in still-hunting ? 

They generally go out on information ; but they have so much duty to perform 
in the week, which they must perform part by day and part by night. 

1209. What strength do they take out in their parties when they go out; are 
you aware of that ? 

Their party consists of 14 men and an officer, and I believe they only leave 
one guard in the barrack; 12 or 13 is the average of their party, with their 
officer, that go out together. 

1210. So that the Committee may understand that, comparing the force taken 
out in still-hunting by the Revenue Police, with the ordinary patrols taken out 
by the constabulary for their patrolling business, the Revenue Police are stronger 
than the constabulary in the proportion of 10 or 12 to two or three ? 

hxactly so ; their patrols are much stronger, of course. 

1211. Have you ever had occasion to consider how far it might be prudent or 
expedient to create any combination of duty between the constabulary and the 
Revenue Police for the suppression of illicit distillation ? 

I have often thought that it might be effected. 

1212 Will you inform the Committee in what way you think it might he 
effected r 

I think, 
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] think, if imposed on the constabulary, it ought to be put on them as a 
public duty. 

1213. Would you put the whole of the services of the Revenue Police upon 
them as a duty, or only particular branches of it ? 

I would give them the same power as the Revenue Police in making seizures, 
and handing parties arrested over to the Revenue Police to prosecute. 



George Knox. Esq . 
25th July 1853. 



1214. Would you intrust to them the duty or would you employ them all in 
duties of still-liunting in the mountains? 

I would, by increasing the force : their present force could not do the duty. 



1215. Then if the whole duties were cast upon them in common with the 
Revenue Police, it would be necessary to increase the number of the constables ? 
Either to increase them, or to amalgamate the two forces. 



1216. Do you think the number of the Revenue Police at this time is more 
than enough for their duty ? 

I know that illicit distillation is not entirely suppressed by the present number. 



1217- Of your own knowledge can you state that even with the present esta- 
blishment illicit distillation exists now, and, if so, to what extent ? 

I know it exists to a very great extent and has increased during the last 
winter. 



1218. Earl Fortescue.] In the county with which you are connected ? 

In Sligo and Mayo. 

1219. Chairman. ~\ Is it your opinion that illicit distillation is more likely to 
originate and to extend when the prices of grain are low r 

Certainly. 

1220. Has not the state of the weather in the saving of turf also an imme- 
diate effect upon the increase of illicit distillation ; for instance, does not a well- 
saved turf harvest give additional facilities to the illicit distiller ? 

Yes. 

1221. Tn the counties with which you are acquainted, and which your evidence 
applies to, there is a great supply of fuel? 

Yes ; it is chiefly mountain and bog, and they never want fuel. 

1222. And it is in the neighbourhood of that fuel, and the streams with which 
the mountains abound, that the distillation mainly prevails ? 

Yes. 



1223. I put the question again to you : supposing the two forces to be conso- 
lidated in one, and charged with the duties now performed, both by the consta- 
bulary and by the police, would the present number of constables, in your 
judgment, be sufficient for those purposes, or would it require augmentation ? 

The present force would be sufficient, I think, added to the constabulary ; the 
two joined together. 

1224. Supposing them to act together, and a party going out consisting partly 
. of constabulary and partly of police, to whom would you commit the command 

of that force ; would it be to a Revenue Police officer, or to a constabulary 
officer ? 

To the Revenue Police officer, when on revenue duty. 

1225. Would you, then, vest in your Revenue Police officer the power 
of asking for the assistance of a certain number of constables, if the case 
required it ? 

Exactly. 

1226. Would not those constables be withdrawn from some other part of the 
country necessarily ? 

If the number at the station next him was sufficient, he would have them ; 
but if not, he would give a requisition, and the men would be brought in from 
the other stations. 

1227. I think I understood from you, that the stations generally consist of five 
or seven men ? 

Five, generally. 
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' Georg'.Knot, Esq. 1228. And that their night patrolling, to which you attach great and- just 

' _ importance, exhausts their detachment, with the exception of one man^left to 

r 5 ih July 1853 . g Uarc L t] le barrack ; supposing that those men were withdrawn from their night 
patrol, and taken out with the revenue officer of police, how would you provide 
for the execution of those duties that must obviously be neglected otherwise ? 

If I placed the duty on them, I should increase the number at the stations; 
then they could spare them? 

1229. Then, in the event of this combined movement which you describe, an 
increase in the number of the constabulary would be required r 

Yes, certainly. 

1230. Without going the length of this proposed amalgamation, are there not 
certain duties which the constables might perform under their own officer, with- 
out placing them under the double authority — I allude especially to the duty of 
escorting revenue prisoners after conviction by magistrates at petty sessions, 
and taking them to the county gaol, under the magistrate’s commitment ? 

I have never known the constabulary to escort them ; the Revenue? Police are 
obliged to escort them. 

1231. My question is, could not the constabulary he employed advantageously 
in escorting the revenue prisoners to gaol after conviction before a Bench of 
petty sessions ? 

Yes, they could; because the revenue, on the conviction of the offender, have 
not different stations on the line, the same as the constabulary have, and there- 
fore they have to escort them the entire way to prison ; whereas the constabu- 
lary would forward them from one station to another, and in that way they 
could be forwarded at very little inconvenience. 

1232. Have not the constables the duty imposed upon them of escorting from 
the petty sessions all other criminals that are committed by magistrates ? 

They have. 

1233. Then what inconvenience could result to tlie constabulary force, if, 
being charged with the escort of other prisoners, they took charge of the 
revenue prisoners at the same time ? 

' They could always escort any of those convicted at petty sessions ; but there 
* are immediate arrest cases that occur at night, and other times, as to persons 

* found in still- houses, and in conveying illicit whisky, who arc brought immedi- 
ately before the magistrate ; then it would be an inconvenience. 

1234. Do you not see a clear distinction between escorting prisoners to tlie 

* comity gaol, under a magistrate’s order of commitment, and escorting prisoners 
without a magistrate’s order of commitment, but given up by the Revenue Police 
to the constabulary ? 

I see the distinction. 

1235. At the present time is it not the duty of the constables to obey the 
magistrates, and to act in all civil functions as a constabulary r 

Yes. 

• 1236. They are excluded altogether by law from revenue duties ? 

I think when they find illicit whisky, that, they generally hand it over to the 
revenue, and the revenue summons the parties. 

1237- Will you refer me to any provision in any law by which they would be 
entitled to seize illicit whisky ? 

I believe they have none, and I believe they have great doubts themselves ; 
they generally give the information to tlie Revenue Police. 

1238. But you see no sort of difficulty or objection to tlieir escorting the 
revenue prisoners to gaol upon a magistrate’s order of commitment ? 

None. 

1239. Under the present system, if there are revenue prisoners, and prisoners 
under the ordinary civil law, convicted at the same petty sessions, are there not 
two classes of officers employed in what is in effect the same duty, namely, that 
of committing, the prisoners to gaol ? 

There are. 

1240. And 
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1240. And those two duties might be easily consolidated, and vested in the 
one body ? 

Yes, it could. 



George Knox, Esq. 
35th July 1853. 



1241. You stated just now, that the constables give information in cases of 
illicit distillation being carried on ? 

If they find it on duty, they advise the next revenue party of it. 



1242. When you say they advise the next revenue party of it, are you correct 
in that, or is it the case that under Lord Eliot’s order they communicate the 
information to their own superior officer, the Inspector-general ? 

I think they report to their officer commanding the station ; I think they 
report the circumstance when they return from duty to their officer, and he 
reports to ‘‘■his superior. 

1243. Are you acquainted with the order that was issued upon that subject by 

Lord Eliot ? , 

Only from hearsay. 



1244. Information of that kind given by the constables being directed to 
be given confidentially, have you known it given where illicit distillation has 
prevailed ? 

I have not, except hearing the revenue officers state that they have sometimes 
received information from the constabulary ; but of my own knowledge I have 
not any instance of that. 



1245. With respect to other information, namely, information as to the state 
of the peace of the country, can you inform us whether the constabulary force 
frequently receive information from the country people themselves ? 

•They do sometimes, but not often. 

1246. Have you found that information so given to them available to you as 
a resident magistrate in the detection or the prevention of crime ? 

In some instances I have. 



124/. Do you think that that information so given is traceable to the con- 
fidence arid good-will that now exists between the constabulary and the farmers 
and labourers ? 

I do. 

1248. If anything tended to shake that confidence, do you think that that 
information would continue to be given ? 

I think it would not. 

1249. Supposing the employment of the constables in revenue purposes, by 
the repeal of the Acts which now prohibit them from so interfering, do you 
consider that the same good-will and co-operation would be likely to exist 
between them and the peasantry which you have now described to exist use- 
fully to the public peace ? 

I think that unless it was placed on them as a duty, they would be received 
in a very invidious light by the peasantry ; if it were placed on them as a duty 
to suppress illicit distillation, the peasantry would, I think, have no jealousy 
whatever towards them ; I always find the Irish peasantry, wherever they con- 
sider the constabulary or military are doing their duty, they have no jealousy 
of them. 

1250. Do you think the duty of the Revenue Police you have described as 
being carried on in armed parties of disciplined men, consisting of 10 or 12 in 
number, could be performed if the number of the patrol of the constabulary 
were employed in the same duties, and consisted of two or three only ? 

I would not reduce, the number of the patrol. 



1251. Then do you consider it is logical to trace the effect of the Revenue 
Police to the respect felt for men performing their own duty, rather than to the 
strength which would render resistance unavailing ? 

Partly to both ; but the strength I would consider to be the principal. 

1252. Supposing the constables actively employed in suppressing illicit, 
distillation three days in a week, and subsequently employed in patrolling in 
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George Knox, Esq. twos and threes by night, do you think their condition would be as safe in the 
3 />th JuT~i 8 performance of their duty as it is now ? 

6 y 5 3 ' I think it would be safe by having sufficient strength of patrols. 

1253. Are you aware that when the Revenue Police was diminished, and the 
number of men employed on the service was reduced, the greatest possible 
danger was the consequence ; and that in the year 1832 a Report was made bv 
the Excise Board, that they were, by reason of their reduced strength, unable 
to act with efficiency, that they were frequently exposed to personal danger ; 
that attacks were made upon them by large assemblages of people ; and that in 
one instance, as it is stated, the magistrates cautioned the commanding officer 
of a party from attempting to execute his duty with so small a force ? 

I had no previous knowledge of that. 

1254. If, as stated in that report, that was the case with respect to the 
Revenue Police in executing what was their primary duties, what reason have 
you to expect that a smaller force of constables would be enabled, by the force 
of opinion in their favour, to execute these same unpopular duties ? 

That was a long time ago ; they do not meet with that at present. 

1255. Who do not? 

The Revenue Police do not. 



1256. Are you not aware, that since that time the Revenue Police have been 
greatly strengthened, so as to enable them to go out in much larger parties ? 

Fourteen is their present party. 

1257. Earl Fortescue.] Do you consider that since the period of 1832 a 
better feeling has arisen on the part of the people towards the constabulary 
generally ? 

I think so, and towards the Revenue Police ; towards both, in fact. 

1258. Chairman.'] But you are aware, that by the 6th & 7th Will. 4, 
c. 13, s. 15, the constables are prohibited from being employed to levy tithes 
or tithe compositions, to levy rents by distress, or to levy fines or penalties 
un der any Act or Acts relating to the revenue, or to Acts respecting game and 

I am aware of that. 

1259. And also probably you are aware, that in the subsequent Act of Re- 
cognizances and Fmes there is the following prohibition : fines which the 
constables can levy, not to extend to any fine under the laws of Customs, 
Excise, stamps or Post-office, or to any fines under the Game Laws ? 

I am aware of that. 



. I, 260 - Do y° u thuik ^at the efficiency of the constabulary could be preserved 
m its present state if those two provisions were repealed, and that the consta- 
bulary could be employed for the revenue purposes which, under the existing 
law, Pas been considered inconsistent with their ordinary duties ? 

I think they could co-operate, without any injury to their force. 
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1264. Do you think that, though that might be put upon them by law, and George Knox, Esq. 
made a part of their duty, from the nature of those functions, the change would 

diminish their efficiency ? 251 uyl853 ’ 

I think it would. 

1265. Viscount Canning .] With regard to the question just put to you as to 
the stopping of spirits by the constabulary in the case of their seeing spirits 
carried by their barracks, for instance, do you think that that duty might be 
put upon them without its being necessary to increase their force in any way ? 

That duty could be effected with their present force, and it would be a great 
assistance even so far to the revenue. 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 



WILLIAM SAMUEL TRACEY, Esquire, is called in, and examined as W. S. Tracey , Esq. 

follows : 

1266. Chairman.] WHAT office do you hold in the public service? 

I am a Resident Magistrate, stationed at Belfast. 

1267- Have you, from the. time of your appointment as a resident magistrate, 
been located at Belfast only, or have you served in other parts of Ireland ? 

I have served in several other counties. 

1268. What counties ? 

I have served in Limerick, a portion of Clare, and a portion of Tipperary : my 
district was formed on the borders of these counties. 

1269. You have served as resident magistrate in all those counties ? 

Yes. 

12/0. Had you also served previously in the office of County Inspector? 

For several yearn. 

1271. Where were you placed as County Inspector? 

In Leitrim and Sligo. 

1272. Are you able to inform us, from your experience of those different parts 
of Ireland, whether the practice of illicit distillation is a general one, or whether 
it is confined mainly to particular districts and counties ? 

In some counties it used to prevail generally ; in other counties it was confined 
very much to particular districts. 

1273. Are there not some counties you are acquainted with in which there 
was no Revenue Police parties ? 

Several in which no illicit practice whatever was carried on. 

1274. There are very few police south of the Shannon, in Munster ? 

I am not aware of any south there are none in Cork or Kerry. 

1275. None in the western part of Limerick? 

None in the western part of Limerick ; there was not when I left that county,, 
four years ago, one station in tlie county of Limerick. 

1276. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] Can you inform the Committee why, in the 
counties of Kerry and Limerick, in which there are mountainous districts, there 
is no illicit distillation, while it prevails in other mountainous districts ? 

I cannot ; but I believe there was some illicit distillation in Kerry, but I never 
knew Revenue Police there. 

1277. Chairman .] Cork is a great corn-market, and so is Limerick ? 

Yes. 

1278. And the communications with both are very facile ; the roads are good r 

The communication is very easy. 

1279. Do you not think the proximity of a great corn-market, with easy 
access and good roads, is in itself a great prevention to illicit distillation?. 

It may be in one way; but in the other it ought to be an assistance to it, from 
the facility with which the corn can be purchased to distil from. 

(262. 5.) q 2 1280. Practically 
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1280. Practically speaking, is not the corn which is used for the purpose of 
illicit distillation, generally speaking, the corn which the distiller and his 
neighbours grow in the mountains themselves, and have at their immediate 
command ? 

Very generally so ; but I have known them use a better kind of corn than 
they themselves had produced, and put it with that grown in the mountain 
districts. 

1281. You have probably known in those cases, that the general growth 
of corn is oats, and that they have made but a little addition of barley to 
improve the spirit, having purchased that little barley to mix with the oats 
grown in the district ? 

It may be so ; in some places they use no barley, in others they do ; they 
have different habits in different places. 

1282. The general habit is distilling from oats ? 

From oats malted by themselves in a very rude way. 

1283. The distillation in many cases being from the raw grain produced in 
the district, together with a very little malted grain r 

The whole is malted, as far as my experience goes. 

1284. Should you say the whole is malted ? 

I should say so ; according to a rough mode of their own, they always steep 
it, and afterwards spread it on the ground till a certain amount of growth 
appears. 

1285. Speaking generally, is it in the north and the west that the distillation 
prevails to a considerable extent ? 

It is. 

1286. And less in the east and the south ? 

There is a good deal in Clare. 

1287. In what parts of the county of Clare do you consider it prevails most? 

About Scariff, Killaloe, Kilfeacle, and other places. 

1288. Pointing your attention specially to the district of Scariff, was not there 
a tendency at the same time to the extension of the same practice in the 
adjacent parts of Galway, and in the adjacent northern parts of Limerick and 
Tipperary ? 

I believe so ; but I cannot say so from my own knowledge. 

1289. Have you had any opportunity of judging whether this practice of 
illicit distillation is not only dangerous to the revenue, but seriously mischievous 
to the public peace ? 

I believe it to be dangerous to both in the extreme ; for, during the prevalence 
of Ribbonism in Sligo, where I was stationed at the time that it was most rife, 
there illicit distillation was very prevalent indeed, and it was frequently reported 
to me that a great many of the crimes committed under that confederacy were 
planned in the illicit distilleries that the ill-disposed people used to come there 
upon different occasions when they were what they call doubling, that is, making 
the spirit perfect and ready for use, and sit about the fire, and concoct their plan 
of proceedings. 

1290. Earl of Stradbroke.] If they were inclined, they could do that in any 
of the shebeen-houses r 

Yes ; but that was a ready place to congregate. 

1291. Viscount Canning .] So far as the encouragement of crime was con- 
cerned, the illicit distillery answered the purpose of the shebeen-house ? 

Very often. 

1292. Chairman .] Do you not think that the congregation of persons in 
Ireland, for a purpose avowedly against the law, such as the illicit manufacture 
of spirits, inevitably brings together those classes who may be disposed to com- 
bine against the law for other illegal purposes ? 

It brings together all the idle people of the neighbourhood. 

1293. Even where the pursuit is an innocent one, such as in the case of a 

smith’s 
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■smith's forge at night ; the smith’s forge affording a facility of meeting, and the , 
fire being kept up, does not this bring people together, when illegal confederacies 
are often made, and crimes concocted which are subsequently carried into 
effect ? 

Yes ; I know the effect of all those places is to afford inducement for such 
meetings very frequently. 

1294. You have been asked whether the shebeen-houses have not the same 
tendency ? 

The people may arrange to meet in the shebeen-houses ; but I do not think 
they are so general or accidental as in the other places ; I perhaps may mention 
this, that in Limerick, and parts of Tipperary, I have known other houses than 
any of those we. have mentioned, in which parties met to plot against the peace 
of the country, and the property of individuals ; those were houses kept by some 
people who hired themselves and their myrmidons to commit crime, and parti- 
cularly on the borders of Tipperary, and in some parts of Limerick. 

1295. Earl of Sir ad broke.] In the mountainous districts? 

Yes. 

1296. Chairman.] Assuming there were no such things as shebeen-houses or 
illicit distillation, or smiths’ forges, if there was a disposition to crime, it is 
obvious that criminal associations might take place under other circumstances ; 
but have not illicit distilleries and shebeen-houses a more direct tendency to 
afford facilities to assemble for bad objects, and is not it true that those associa- 
tions there genarally do take place in such places ? 

It is there they generally take place, because they are accessible at all times, 
and people, can go there without much observation. 

1297. Viscount Canning .] Does what you have just said apply to the places 
where illicit distillation is going on ; are those places so well known as to become 
places of meeting? 

The shebeen-houses are very well known. 

1298. I am speaking of the places where illicit distillation is carried on? 

It is known for the time being ; there is no fixed place where the illicit dis- 
tillation takes place : where they distil to-day, they may not distil again for six 
months ; it would not do to manufacture in the same place continuously, because 
it would become too well known, and be detected. 

1299. Can a process which is necessarily carried on at various places, and 
changing from day to day, offer much facility for the general congregation of ill- 
disposed persons ? 

It does ; for the word passes where the distillery is to be. 

1 300. Chairman .] Do you not know, that though the still is as moveable almost 
as the pot for boiling the potatoes, yet that many people do get together in the 
one place, some, on the watch to prevent the approach of the exciseman, and 
some to participate in the spirits when they are produced ? 

They all think it neighbourly to attend on those, occasions, and I think they 
must consume a great part of the. profits of the distiller, for they drink a very 
considerable quantity of the spirits while it is in process of finishing. 

1301. In what state of efficiency and discipline was the constabulary in the 
different counties in which you have served ? 

I have, known the. constabulary, I may say, from its commencement ; and from 
the first hour of my acquaintance with it to the present, it has been under- 
going a course of improvement. 

1302. The discipline becoming more complete? 

The discipline being more complete and more uniform. There was a great want 
of uniformity felt in the first instance, because when the constabulaiy was 
raised, it was formed in four districts, and a different system prevailed in almost 
every district from the adjoining one. 

1303. Major Miller’s southern district was not quite on the same system as 
Major Warburton’s in the west, and so on ? 

No. 

(262.5.) Q 3 1304. The 
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1304. Tlie establishment of the office of Inspector-general, by creating a 
central authority, and having reports continually made, with the various gra- 
dations of rank under him, has given a combined power and a steady enforce- 
ment of uniform discipline, has not it ? 

Yes. 

1305. Earl Fortescue.'] Do you consider that the formation of the central 
depot in Dublin has been advantageous in producing that uniformity ? 

Yes. 

1306. Chairman.] Do you remember the year in which that depot in Dublin 
was formed ? 

It was formed in 1836 ; I was then connected with the constabulary, and its 
reorganization. Mr. Brownrigg and I were engaged, under Colonel Shaw 
Kennedy, to form a code of rules and regulations for its government, and to 
assist in the details of the constabulary. I should have said that provincial 
depots were then formed, and were consolidated into one soon afterwards. 

1307. Is not the duty of patrolling at night one of the primary duties of 
the constables stationed in different places ? 

It is a primary routine duty : when they have nothing else to do that is more 
important, they must patrol at night. 

1308. What number of constables are generally employed in patrolling at 
night? 

That must be dependent upon the strength of the station, and the state of 
the country ; in some stations they cannot send out more than three men ; 
sometimes, or when they have a great number, and the county requires it, they 
will send out six or seven. J 

1309. What would be the entire number of the detachment from which they 
could afford to send six men ? 

Seven, so as to leave one person in charge of their qjiarters. 

1310. Is not the more general system for a- detachment of seven, or some- 
times of five,, at one station, to leave one constable at the barrack as an orderly, 
sending out patrols, consisting of two each,, at night ? 

Very often, they do so. 

1311. I am speaking of the normal condition of things, where, a county is not 
in a state of disturbance ? 

Very frequently they have two patrols out at night ; but they must leave one 
man to take care of the Government stores. 



1312. When the county is not in a state of disturbance, what is the average . 
number of constabulary at each station ; how many sub-constables ? 

That even must be governed by the size of the district, and the number of 
the population ; they had a rule some time ago, that it never should be less 
than a constable and four sub -constables ; I am not aware that that rule 
has been changed ; and a constabulary station of six is considered a strong 
station; 



1313. Does not the law require that' the constabulary who go on patrol 
should, keep a regular diary of the work they have executed, and that that diary 
should be produced before the magistrates of the petty sessions within which the 
constabulary act? 

There is a rule of the force to that effect, but the law does not direct it. 



1314. And are not the magistrates required to attest the production of those 
books by their signatures ? 

Yes, they are. 

1315. Viscount Hutchinson."] The constables, on attending petty sessions, are 
esmed to present those journals to the magistrate, who examines them, and 

attaches his signature to attest the fact of the examination ? 

Merely to show that the book has been presented'; but the magistrates very 
often sign the book merely to testify the tender, without, makin? any exami- 
nation of the book itself. J 



1316.. Chairman . } 
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1316 . Chairman .] Is not the chief constable required in those cases to w. S. Tracey, Es^ 

attend at the petty sessions, if he is not drawn away by other duties r 

He is, if not otherwise engaged. 85th JuJ y l8 53* 

1317. And the stipendiary magistrate likewise? 

Yes. 

1318. What are the duties of the constabulary in reference to their attendance 
at petty sessions, and at quarter sessions, and at assizes ? 

The duties at petty sessions are merely to attend upon the magistrate, to pre- 
serve order in court, and execute any warrant or directions they may receive 
from him ; sometimes they may have prosecutions for offences against the Grand 
Jury Act, and road nuisances, and so on, to attend to. 

1319. If a magistrate’s warrant is issued, or a warrant of petty sessions is 
issued, and the prisoners are brought up for examination, they are brought up in 
the charge of a constable ? 

They are. 

1320. And upon the issuing of the warrant of commitment, should the case 
require commitment, the constables are charged with the escort of those 
prisoners to the gaol or the bridewell to which they may stand committed? 

Yes ; the warrant is given to the Sub-Inspector, if present, and if not, to the 
head constable, or to the other constable who is present in charge of the duties 
of the day. 

1321. Do you not consider that this attendance at petty sessions is of great 
importance in respect to the mode in which the duties of constables are 
performed ? 

It is of great importance that the Sub -Inspector should attend. 

1322. At quarter sessions are the constables bound also to attend? 

They are. 

1323. Is it not the fact, that in many cases of ordinary prosecutions the con- 
stables are essential witnesses, without whom, the prosecution would fail r 

In many cases 1 should say, from my experience, that it would be perfectly 
impossible to obtain conviction without their assistance. 

1324. Has your attention been directed to the conduct of the constables as 
witnesses ? 

It has. 

1325. And what impression has that produced upon your mind as to their 
moral qualifications ? 

In the general sense, my opinion is, that they are highly creditable, and that 
they seem to give their evidence in a very dispassionate and honest manner. 

1326. Are they, generally speaking, upon good terms with the peasantry of the 
country ? 

Very generally, with the well-disposed part of them. 

1327. But even in the part of the ill-disposed have you known many cases of 
attacks upon the constables, or of forcible resistance to their administration df 
the law ? 

No, not many ; I have known some. 

1328. Excepting in cases where the country is in a state of disorganization 
and disturbance, is there not such a general feeling of respect and confidence in 
the constable, so as to enable him to execute the magistrate’s warrant with the 
help of another constable, and no more ? 

Under ordinary circumstances, and where the party to be apprehended is not 
very desperate, o.r surrounded by desperate associates, there is no doubt that two 
men can execute a warrant in safety. 

1329. In such case, where they are sent out to meet greater offenders, some 
of those people who are, as it is termed, on their keeping, and surrounded by a 
faction to defend them, is not it the usage then to send out a strong party to 
■execute that warrant ? 

It is. 

(262.5.) Q4 1330. Their 
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1330. Their duties at quarter sessions are such as you have first described ? 

Very much like those performed at petty sessions. 

1331. And to escort prisoners from quarter sessions to the county gaol where 
sentenced to imprisonment, or for transportation t 

Yes, and to bring prisoners from the gaol to quarter sessions for trial. 

1332. Is it the usage to concentrate the constabulary force in the county 
town at the time of the assizes ? 

It is ; not the entire force ; they are brought in in turn from the different 
portions of the county ; they are brought in for the ordinary duties of the* 
assizes; and the party so brought in, are selected from the men who have 
business there as witnesses or as prosecutors, so as not to strip the county of its. 
protection. 

1333. But the local force in the county at large must be diminished in pro- 
portion, as for those purposes which you have described the constables are- 
brought into the county town ? 

Yes, during the holding of the assizes. 

1334- Take cases of elections in like manner, is not there a considerable con- 
centration of force required to preserve the peace ? 

Always, and sometimes from several counties. 

1335. In cases where disturbances exist in neighbouring counties, is not the 
orce of one county considered moveable, and made available, if the first county 

i s tranquil, to put down the disturbance in another r 

It is so considered. 

1336. Have you known many such instances t 

Very many. 

] 337. For instance, the counties of Tipperary and Clare from Limerick ? 

I recollect at one time having from four different counties parties in Sligo 
or the preservation of the peace, at the time that Ribbonism was prevalent there. 

1 338. There is a regular establishment fixed for each county by law ? 

Yes. 

1339. Where the state of the county requires additional force, is not there 
additional force granted, after examination and inquiry, by the Lord Lieutenant ? 

Yes ; and then the county has to pay for that force. 

1 340. The Parliamentary establishment is paid from the Consolidated Fund ? 
It is. 

1341. Whereas the county itself is amerced for the extraordinary force from 
the county rates ? 

It is. 

1342. You are aware, by the law as it stands, under the 6tli & 7th Viet., as 
well as under the Petty Sessions and Summary Convictions Act, constables are 
prohibited from being employed to levy tithes or tithe compositions, to levy rents 
by distress, or to levy fines or penalties under any Act relating to the revenue, 
or to enforce any Act for the preservation of game and fish ? 

Yes. 

1343. And in a subsequent Act for the levying of fines and forfeited recog- 
nizances there is likewise a prohibition that the fines they are to levy are not 
to extend to any fines under the laws of Customs, Excise, Stamps, Post-office, or 
of any fines under the Game Laws ? 

Yes. 

1344. Do you approve of those enactments, they having been thrice repealed 
by the Legislature ? 

No ; I think the constabulary might be beneficially employed in the levying 
of penalties in some of the circumstances your Lordship has enumerated. 

1345. Will you state in what cases ? 

I think the penalties for illicit distillation, for instance ; I think in that case it 
could be very beneficially employed ; I would look upon it as a misdemeanor, 
and I would take the matter altogether away from the Excise. 

1346. The 
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1346: The levy of the penalty ? w. S. Tracey, Esq. 

Yes ; just as they levy penalties under the Grand Jury Act, or any penalty 

for malicious injury to the property of the public. 2 5 th July 185 3 , 

1347. Do you think there would he the same good-will expressed towards the 
constabulary if they were engaged in the levy of a penalty under the Revenue 
Acts relating to illicit distillation that there is in regard to the levy of a penalty 
for the violation of the Grand Jury Laws, or the ordinary laws of the country ? 

I think there would be after a little time : it would produce, in the first 
instance, something like a sensation in the district where illicit distillation pre- 
vailed ; but in three or four months afterwards it would be so thoroughly put 
down by the constabulary, that it would rather save them trouble than other- 
wise ; for illicit distillation is unquestionably the parent of crime ; and take away 
that source, and the constabulary will have an easier time of it afterwards. 

1348. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] Do you not think the fact of the penalties 
under the Excise Laws, and breaches of those laws being taken out of the 
ordinary operation of the law, may have the effect of inducing people to look 
upon them as mere venial offences '! 

Certainly ; they do not suppose they commit any moral offence in making 
illicit spirits. 

1349. Do you not think that if those offences were taken cognizance of by 
the ordinary officers of justice, it would have a tendency to induce the people to 
look upon them in the same light as upon any other offence ? 

Certainly. 

1350. Chairman.'] Are you aware that at one time the offence of illicit distil- 
lation was made a transportable felony, and that that law was administered not 
only by the whole civil force, but was aided by the military likewise, yet that 
under those enactments the most violent collisions took place, and the most 
formidable .breaches of the law occurred ? 

It must have been long before my recollection : I recollect when a boy 
seeing a great deal of misery entailed upon the country by the system of town- 
land fines, a sort of system of Algerine punishment ; but I do not think that 
at that time there was a more considerable force than is available at present to 
put down such a system ; and there is this to be remembered, that altogether 
the country is in a better state for dealing with the subject in the manner I 
suggest than it was in those days. 

1351. With all those means, the law was found to be fruitless and inope- 
rative ? 

1 do not suppose it was ever executed as it could bo now. 

1352. Was not that former state contemporaneous with the townland fines 
system ? 

Yes. 

1353. Did not such townland fines accrue from the mere placing or the dis- 
covery of a still upon any land, thus becoming the means of inflicting a penalty 
upon that land, without evidence of the connivance or guilty knowledge by the 
owner or proprietor of that circumstance, or any proof that distillation had ever 
gone on upon that townland ? 

The mere finding of any implement connected with illicit distillation incurred 
a penalty of 50 1. on the person whose land it was found upon. 

1354. At that time, in some cases, were not the accumulation of townland 
fines upon particular townlands so great, that the amount of .the fine was con- 
sidered to exceed the fee -simple value of the land '! 

That very frequently occurred. 

1355. Viscount Canning.] With regard to treating illicit distillation as a 
felony, assuming that the state of the law under which it was considered a 
felony may have been such as to cause its own defeat, is not it possible that, 

"without treating it as so severe an offence as felony, yet, by putting the enforce- 
ment of the punishment for it into the hands of the ordinary officers of justice, 
greater respect might be obtained from the population for the Excise Laws ? 

. I have no doubt about it at all ; I am sure that the certainty of punishment 
is more efficient than the severity of it in all cases. 

(262. 5.) R 1356. And, 
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1356. And, consequently, in treating it as a felony, inflicting a severe punish- 
ment for it, it need not necessarily follow from adopting the system under which 
the present moderate penalty should be enforced by the ordinary officers of 

I think a slight modification of the 1st & 2d Will. 4, c. 44 & 45, would 
answer every purpose. 

1357. To what extent would you qualify that Act 1 

I would inflict the same penalties through another form ; I would inflict the 
fine in another manner ; for instance, any person found in a distillery, or pos- 
sessing one, or found carrying illicit spirits, is liable to a penalty of 100/. j he 
ought to be brought before a magistrate at petty sessions, and prosecuted by 
the persons who found him committing those acts. That renders the offender 
liable to a penalty of 100/., or three months’ imprisonment in default of pay- 
ment. The magistrate has the power of reducing that penalty to 6/. ; but he 
has no power of making the imprisonment less than three months. Then for a 
second offence the party is liable to the same penalty, or, in default of payment, 
to imprisonment for 12 months. The magistrate has the power in that case to 
reduce the penalty to 12/., but not to reduce the imprisonment below 12 months. 

1358. Earl Fortescue .] You would give the power to the magistrate of 
reducing the term of imprisonment, I understand you ? 

No, I would not ; by the Act referred to, the prosecution under it takes place 
through the medium of the Excise officer. I would have the prosecution 
carried on by the constabulary. 

1359. You would, then, give power to the. magistrate of diminishing the term 
of imprisonment, as well as of reducing the fine ? 

No ; lam merely changing the mode of prosecution through the Police, instead 
of through the Excise, looking upon the matter as a misdemeanor ; I would 
not connect it with the collection of revenue ; the constabulary should not touch 
a farthing of that. 

1360. I understood you to speak of modifying the penalties? 

No, 1 did not ; it was the mode of prosecution. 

1361. Chairman.'] Would your opinion carry you to this extent, that you 
might entirely abolish the Revenue Police, and confide the duties now executed 
by them to the constabulary ? 

My opinion is, that it might be safely done, and that it is anomalous to have 
two police establishments in the country, having one to execute but one par- 
ticular law, when all the other laws respecting the. peace of the country 
are executed by the constabulary, who, in my opinion, are both more numerous 
and better informed than the other force. 

1362. I need hardly ask you, then, if, for the purpose, of carrying out that 
principle, you were to have but one force, which of the two forces you would 
preserve, the revenue force or the constabulary ; you having stated that it is 
anomalous to have two forces, and therefore recommending that there should be 
only one, I presume that one would be the constabulary ? 

Certainly. 

1363. In respect to the revenue cases, the fact of whether a given quantity 
Of spirits was licensed or illicit, or a given quantity of malt was licensed or 
illicit as well, together with many other applications of the Excise laws as they 
stand now, may constitute the difference between the criminality or the innocence, 
of a person charged with offence, do you think the constabulary would be 
capable of comprehending or of giving evidence as to those nice legal distinctions 
required to be applied in the administration of the revenue laws ? 

I only applied my answer to the subject of illicit distillation. 

1364. Then what do you say as to the other duties with respect to illicit 
malt ? 

I look upon it as part and parcel of the distillation ; it is the foundation 
of it. 

1365. Then would you propose that the whole of the duties that are now 
administered by the Revenue Police should by law be transferred to the con- 
stabulary ? 

I would ; 
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X would; and X may state tins, that I think about 22 years ago I was called IV. s. Tracey, Esq. 
upon by Major Warburton to give my views upon the subject of the consoli- ■— 
dation of the two establishments at the time, as he was required to make a report 25th Ju y 1 853 ’ 
on the subject by Lord Anglesey, the then Lord Lieutenant ; I then made all ' 

the inquiries I could ; some even from the Revenue Police officers, and my con- 
clusion o-rounded upon their opinions, and all the other information 1 could 
obtain \vas, that it would be most beneficial for the country that there should be 
a consolidation of the two establishments. 

136(i. Are you aware of the number of Revenue Police and the number of the 
constabulary that are now stationed in the county of Donegal ? 

No, I am not. 

1367. Earl of Stradbroftc.'] If that was your opinion at that time, do you not 

think that the argument would be stronger even at the present moment than it 
was then ? . . 

I should say stronger ; because the constabulary is more numerous and better 
organized, and their moral influence is greater. 

1368. Viscount Hutchinson .] And the amount of crime they have to deal 
with is diminished ? 

Yes, and would be further diminished if illicit distillation were put down. 

1369. Chairman.'] Can you tell us whether Major Warburton fully agreed in 
this opinion ? 

Yes ; he was partly of that opinion. 

. 1370. Did the Government of that day, Lord Anglesey’s Government, that 
of Lord Wellesley, the Government of the Duke of Northumberland, or any 
succeeding Government, adopt and not act upon that opinion? 

They did not. 

1371 . Have you seen the report made by Sir Henry Hardinge to the Treasury, 
when he was Irish Secretary, upon that subject ? 

I have not. 

1372. Viscount Hutchinson^] Did you make any report in writing upon that 
subject ? 

In the year 1836 Mr. Brownrigg, now Deputy Superintendent-general of 
constabulary, and I were acting together in the reorganization of the con- 
stabulary, and we were called upon to make a report, and we made one ; but I 
do not know what became of it. 

13/3. Chairman.] That was a report made to whom ? 

Major-general Kennedy, then Colonel Kennedy. 

1374. Then your proposition is, that the duties being executed by the con- 
stabulary, I presume that they should be administered, as their duties are now, 
in subordination to their own officer, and responsible to the Inspector-general 
ultimately ? 

Solely. 

1375. Should you see any inconvenience if they were required to act under 
two authorities, that is, to take instructions from the Board of Excise, as well 
as from their own officers ? 

I think the}'' should not receive any instructions but from their own superior 
officers. 

1376. Should you, then, feel any objection to giving a power by law to the 
Collectors and Supervisors, and the higher orders of the Board of Excise, to 
call upon constables hereafter to execute special functions in respect to illicit 
distillation ? 

I do not think any order should come to a constable except through his own 
superior. , 

1377. If there was a divided system of authority binding your constabulary, 
one authority being the Excise and the other being the staff of the constabulary 
itself, do you think that that might endanger the discipline and good manage- 
ment of your force ? 

I think there might be a clashing of orders that might be injurious. 

(262.5.) R 2 13/8. Lord 
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1378. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] In case of tlieir services being required, 
you think the Excise officers should make their reports to the chief officer of 
their force, that the constabulary should make their reports to the head of the 
constabulary, and that each should derive their authority from the head of their 
departments respectively r 

Yes. 

1379. Viscount Hutchinson.'] Are there not, even at present, two separate 
authorities to which a constable of the Irish constabulary force is bound to give 
obedience ; in the first place, is there not his officer, who is his military superior, 
to a certain extent ; and in the next place, any justice of the peace of the 
neighbourhood, who is a magistrate, has the right to order him to act as a 
constable, under the common law of the land, which order he is bound to 
obey? 

Yes. 

1380. Therefore there is at present a divided authority, or rather a double 
authority, which the constable is bound to obey ? 

There is such a connexion between those two authorities, that you can hardly 
consider it a divided authority ; the superior officer is obliged to obey the legal 
officer ; the magistrate gives that order to the superior officer, and the service 
does not suffer by the delay ; but in case immediate execution is required, the 
constable would carry out the order himself. 

1381. Chairman .] Without that obedience to the magistracy, would it be 
possible to carry out the law at all in Ireland ? 

No ; because the warrant may be required to be executed immediately, and 
the superior officer may be living 20 miles away froin the magistrate when the 
warrant is issued. 

1382. Even if the superior officer was more within reach, is not it the practice 
every day that the magistrate, for the suppression of crime, and under the clear 
direction of an Act of Parliament, should give, his order to the constable, and 
that constable is bound to carry it into effect ? 

Clearly ; but in important cases it is better, and the magistrate generally acts 
upon the principle to confer with a superior officer. 

1383. In those cases the magistrate looks to the superior officer not so much 
for authority as for advice and co-operation ? 

Yes ; for both, very frequently. 

1384. Is it not unquestionably open to him to proceed with or without him, 
subject to his responsibility ? 

Yes ; but in the execution of a warrant, though it is to be executed by a 
constable or sub -constable, it must be directed to the. Sub-Inspector of the 
district ; then, if the Sub-Inspector be. present at the petty sessions, the warrant 
is given to him as a matter of course, and he addresses it to the party he wishes 
to execute it. 

1385. If the. Sub-Inspector was not there, or it was a pressing case, would it 
not go to the constable at the next station ? 

Yes. 

1386. Have you known cases of dispute, or conflicting opinion between the 
magistrate and the officer of the constabulary in respect to the execution of these 
ordinary functions ? 

Never. 

1387- You have failed, then, in detecting any immediate, analogy between 
those civil duties so confided to the magistrate and the officer of the con- 
stabulary, and duties to be executed and directed on one hand by the authority 
of his superiors and the civil magistrate, and on another by the authority of the 
constabulary, and in communication with officers of an independent Board like 
the Excise ? 

The magistrates are superiors legally to the constabulary, and then.' duties are 
so connected with each other, in fact, they are so identical, that they can never 
produce that clashing which there would be between the other department and 
the constabulary. 

1388. Supposing 
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1388. Supposing your plan of transfer of duties carried into effect, and W. S. Tracey, Esq. 

that the constabulary were employed for the prevention of these distillation 

offences; I think I understood you to say it was upon the principle of convert- 2&th Ju1y ,8s3 ‘ 
ins those revenue offences into civil offences, rather than by allowing the con- 

stables to collect the revenue or to enforce the revenue laws ? 

Yes. 

1389. What would be the consequence if they were to be employed, not in 
the way you have suggested, as enforcing the law against acts either now being 

' or being hereafter made criminal, and employing the constables merely for the 
purpose of assistance to the revenue? 

In the districts where illicit distillation prevails very greatly, they might be 
employed as a protection for the revenue officers, which, I think, would be a 
much better plan than sending them out in aid of another armed force ; for in 
the event of anything unpleasant occurring, you would have constantly conflict- 
in 0 - opinions and evidence as to the party to be blamed or to be approved for 
his conduct. 

1390. Assuming the number of the force in Donegal at the present time to 
consist of 17G constables, and the revenue force to consist of upwards of 250 to 
300, or between 400 and 500 in all; do you think that if those duties were cast 
upon the constables, and the revenue force of between 200 and 300 was 
altogether abolished, that the constables could carry those duties into effect ? 

In those districts where that contraband trade prevails, you would be obliged 
to make some addition to the constabulary ; but in the case referred to, you 
might reduce the aggregate amount of the two forces much below their present 
number, because the moral effect of the constabulary in the country is very 
considerable, and a fewer number of them can do a great deal more than the 
Revenue Police could effect. 

1391. To what do you attribute that alleged fact, that you consider the 
constables to have more moral weight than the Revenue Police? 

They have been longer located, and are more scattered about the country; there 
is more intercourse with the people every day, and very often the people come to 
them for advice ; generally speaking, they are a most intelligent body of men, 
and people come to them, and consult with them ; they have a different feeling 
for them. 

1392. Earl of Stradbroke.] Are they in a higher state of discipline? 

They are all composed of the same rough material, but the discipline is very 
superior in the constabulary. 

1393. Chairman.'] Do you not think that the difference of feeling and opinion 
towards the Revenue Police and the constabulary, may be attributed in some 
degree to the fact that the constabulary are employed in the enforcement of the 
general law against crime, whereas the other party are employed in enforcing a 
law against a practice, to which the people are attracted by reason of the profit 
which is produced to themselves, a practice also, which they do not regard as 
any moral offence whatsoever ? 

The people look upon the constabulary as their protectors, and they look upon 
the other party as the instruments of a law which they do not consider it any 
moral offence to break. 

1394. But if your constables were to be employed in the enforcement of a 
law which the people do not consider it a moral offence to break, and if the 
violation of that law was a source of considerable profit amongst themselves, do 
you think the good feeling of the people towards the constabulary would 
continue undiminished ? 

I think it would if you change the law so as to make it practically a misdemeanor, 
and if by law you make it obligatory on the constabulary to perform those 
Excise duties in common with the duties they now perform, the people would 
have no bad feeling towards them, and, as I have before said, in three or four 
months time they would not have any of those duties to perform, having put 
down illicit distillation altogether. 

1395. Are you aware whether the general smuggling laws, not only throughout 
Ireland, but England, that though those laws constitute the act of smuggling a 
criminal offence, the struggle between the smugglers and those who are em- 

(262. 5.) r 3 ployed 
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W. S. Tracey , Esg. ployed, in enforcing tlie law, lias continued even in England for years and years, 

ancl lias frequently led to violent resistance, armed bands, and deadly conflict 

25 th July 1853 - between the one party and the other? 

I am aware of that. 

1396. What reason have you to apprehend that if such were the consequences 
upon the coast of Sussex, they would not be the consequence likewise in the 
barony of Inishowen ? 

I think the cases are very different, I think the smuggling by sea and along 
the coast is altogether a different tiling in its effect and feelings it produces, from 
illicit distillation in remote places, and I think that in the districts your Lord- 
ship refers to, they have not such good machinery for the suppression of illicit 
practices as we have in Ireland, if they are put into proper operation. 

1397. Are you not aware that in the smuggling districts of England, the only 
effectual mode found of putting it down efficiently, was not by the strong arm 
of force, but by the reduction of duties, thus imposing a limitation upon the 
motives and inducements to smuggling ? 

I am sure it must have had its influence. 

1398. Do not you think the same motive, the desire of profit, in Ireland, is 
that which induces a man to distil ? 

That is of course his main object, because he gets more for his whisky than 
he could have got for his oats ; he buys his oats at a low price, and doubles his 
money by distilling it. 

1399. Lord Stanley of Alderley.’J Is not it the fact that the attempt to prevent 
the infraction of the Customs Laws on the coast of England, is as much com- 
mitted to the direction of an exclusive body of men, as the Excise Laws in 
Ireland ? 

Yes, and the tendency is the same. 

1400. Chairman.] Have you observed the prevalence of illicit distillation and 
its collaterial offences to be greater and less at different periods of time ? 

Yes, it is always greater in the winter. 

1401. But are there no other circumstances than the seasons which produce 
such a variation ; looking at the increased or diminished number of detections, 
or of commitments, on the amount of revenue received, and spirits brought to 
charge ; are there not other circumstances which account for these variations, 
and alter the whole state of the case ? 

I am not aware that those circumstances you allude to have had any effect on 
it; I think the price of corn, and the idleness of the people during the inclement 
weather in winter, when they have short days and long nights to carry on their 
proceedings, and abundance of fuel, may turn them to it, and form the main 
inducements for the illicit manufacture of spirit at that time. 

1402. Do you not think the amount of profit which a man will make by his 
violation of the revenue law is his main inducement to violate it ? 

Clearly. 

1403. Then, in proportion as the duty is high, which, by the smuggling the 
distiller evades, will not there be produced an increase of smuggling ? 

That must be so, and is inevitably so. 

1404. Therefore, the high duty has a tendency to increase smuggling, and 
a low duty lessens the inducement and checks the practice ? 

Certainly. 

1405. You have also stated, that the low price of grain has that tendency 
likewise r 

Always, when the corn-market is high, the farmer calculates whether it would 
not be better to sell his corn and incur no risk, than use it for whisky. 

1406. Therefore, under the present corn laws, if the result be a considerably 
reduced price of grain, the danger of smuggling will be increased ? 

I think so. 

1407- It has been stated to this Committee, that in many cases the mode of 
transmitting spirits from the distiller to the purchaser is on horseback, and that 

the 
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tlie persons conveying the spirits frequently pass tlie very door of the consta- IV. S. Tracey, Esq. 
butoy barracks? , 5 *^ 853 . 

That may he so- 



140S. Independently of your more general views for the transfer of the whole 
of these duties to the constabulary, can you see any probable inconvenience to 
the constabulary force, if they were authorized to stop spirit so in transit, and in 
case of its being unaccompanied with a permit, to detain it ? 

I should consider it their duty to do it, under existing circumstances ; but I 
do not know what orders they may have received from their superiors on the 
subject. 



1409. But, whatever the law may be, you see no inconvenience to the disci- 
pline of the force, if that authority were given to them ? 

I see some danger in their getting possession of a quantity of spirit, and their 
being permitted to keep it for any time. 

1410. Do you not think that the very circumstance of seizing the spirit would 
be somewhat dangerous to the force ? 

Yes ; and I look upon the spirits as of so little value, that I should be an 
advocate for its immediate destruction. 



1411. And would you confide, then, to the constabulary so employed, the 
power of immediately destroying it ? 

Yes, immediately. 

1412. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] Would not that make the constable who 
seized it at once a judge whether it was illicit or licensed spirit ? 

If he found a person conveying it in the dead hour of night, and with arms, 
as they very often do, he might very fairly conclude it was illicit, or, if he found 
it in an illicit distillery ; he might be directed perhaps to give it up to his officer, 
if you thought he could not be a proper judge of its being legal or otherwise, 
and he would be held responsible for its proper disposal ; but these are matters 
of detail. 



1413. Chairman.'] Do you think an inquiry into revenue law, to regulate 
which are immediately connected with the detection of illicit practices, as 
whether particular samples of spirit were illicit or licensed, or whether other 
provisions of the revenue law were or were not complied with, are these 
functions which could be executed by the constabulary, or by any other than a 
Revenue officer ? 

I think so ; I think the constabulary are just as well informed men, both 
officers and men, as those of the revenue force, and that they ought to be as 
good judges of the matters in question. 

1414. Earl of Stradbrohe.] Would there be any difficulty in those parts of the 
country with which you are most acquainted, in collecting together 8 or 12 of 
the constabulary if found necessary ? 

None whatever ; for the constabulary are dotted in stations all over the 
country, it is divided into sub-districts ; every party which has the charge of a 
particular district, knows well what is going on in that district, so that the 
practice could not prevail without their knowledge, if their attention was pointed 
to it by their superiors ; every constable is in charge of a sub-district, and it is 
his duty to prevent crime, and I would hold him accountable for the prevention 
of illicit distillation, the same as I would for the prevention of coining, or any 
other offence. If there were a remote place where the constable might require 
more assistance, and if there were an illicit distillery in operation, and he 
thought it dangerous to go by himself, he would only have to call at the next 
station, or report to his officer, and the officer would come there with two or 
three or four parties together, and make an arrary that would overawe any 
attempt at resistance. 

1415. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] You do not think that their employment in 
that service would be calculated to destroy their efficiency or discipline ? 

Not in the slightest degree. 

1416. Chairman.'] Suppose a case ; take the county of Donegal as a county 
in which distillation prevails, and that the constabulary were reduced in 
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numbers, by being moved in the manner you have described, in aid of other 
counties in the vicinage in a state of disturbance, if the constabulary force were 
so transferred to another county for the purpose of executing their own 
primary duties, how then would their revenue duties, or quasi revenue duties, 
be performed in their absense ? 

Since the change of the law to which your Lordships refer, men are not 
drafted about from county to county ; when a county becomes disturbed, an 
extra force is sent down from the central depdt in Dublin, and they are charged 
against that county. 

1417. Are you not aware, that during the time of the movement in the 
county of Tipperary, and during the whole of the late elections, the constabu- 
lary were absolutely removed from county to county in the way I have 
described, independently of the force supplied by the reserved force ? 

Merely for a few days for the election ; if the additional constabulary was 
sent there from the central depdt in Dublin, it was charged against the county. 

1418. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] But whatever the fact may be as to the 
past, would there be any difficulty in obtaining a sufficient supply of men from 
the central depdt in Dublin, for the purpose of providing an additional force, in 
case you found, illicit distillation was prevalent in any particular district for the 
future r 

There would be no difficulty ; but if you hand over those Excise duties to the 
constabulary, you would have to make an increase to it of one-third of the 
existing force of the Revenue Police, and in three or four months you could 
reduce the whole down to the present number of constabulary ; I look upon it, 
from my knowledge of the constabulary, that in six months, there would not be 
a private still in the country. 

1419. Two-thirds of the existing Revenue Police might be dispensed with, 
and with the addition of one-third of the present number of Revenue Police 
added to the constabulary, all those duties might be effectually and economically 
performed as they are at present ? 

Such is my conscientious belief, formed upon very nearly 30 years’ considera- 
tion of the subject. 

1420. Chairman .] Take the county of Donegal once more, as an illustration ; 
the Revenue Police there exceeds 250, amounting nearly to 300, the Parlia- 
mentary establishment is 176 ; supposing the Revenue establishment to be 
dispensed with, should you require to increase that Parliamentary estimate, 
of 176? 

Yes, I should think so, by about 100 men. 

1421. Who would you propose should pay for that increase, would it fall upon 
the Consolidated Fund, or, as the present extending force does, one-half on the. 
county rate ? 

Upon the Consolidated Fund, certainly. 

1422. Then you cannot say to what amount you would require that force to 
be increased ; but it would be a less force, you think, than the amount of the 
Revenue Police which is now established ? 

If you give the duties over to the constabulary, I believe that from their 
perfect knowledge of the county, 100 of the constabulary would be equal to 300 
Revenue Police, who are put down in large parties necessarily at distant places ; 
six constables in a district where they are known, can perform any duty that 
would require the presence of 12 Revenue Police. 

1423. Chairman.'] Do you think, that if the constabulary were to be engaged 
in still-hunting two days and two nights in every week at the least, that is, four 
periods of eight hours each in every 24 hours, that then those duties could be. 
performed by the constabulary ? 

The system would be altogether different with the constabulary ; they would 
have none of that service called still-hunting at all, except in very extensive 
districts, neither would they go out to look for it. 

1424. Under your suggestion, the duties of still-liunting would not be per- 
formed by the constabulary ? 

There 
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There would be no still-hunting ; for, in my opinion, there would be no stills to 
hunt. 

1425. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] You do not propose to go in search of 
stills unless yon have received information which you would have peculiar 
means of obtaining, and which the Revenue Police have not ? 

Exactly so ; the constabulary know everybody ; they know all the idle persons, 
who are the people from whom information is r got ; I have heard of instances 
of the man who made the still giving information, and of the man who made 
the malt, and of the man who distilled the spirit, and who was paid by the gallon, 
go to the Excise officer, and give information ; so that the system introduces even 
amongst those people themselves, a system of dishonesty and duplicity. 



W . i S. Tracey , Esq, 
25th July 1853;' 



142(5. Chairman.'] I 11 what way do you think you would be able to guard 
against the same abuses if the constabulary were charged with like duties ? 

I would not be able to guard against them ; but, from the energetic manner 
in which the constabulary would go to work upon a system, I think, I could 
devise for them, there would be no necessity for such instruments in a short time. 



142/. Viscount Canning. J It is the fact that such consequences do flow from 
illicit distillation, that it puts it into the power of the constabulary to get the 
information ? 

Yes. 



1428. Viscount Hutchinson.] I believe that you are aware that every officer 
of Revenue. Police is a sworn oflicer of Excise ? 

Yes. 

1429. And the men of the Revenue Police have no power to seize upon spirits, 
and no power to do any of the acts which officers of Excise are employed by 
law to do, except that officer be present ? 

Yes. 



1430. Would you, then, according to your plan, endow every constable of the 
constabulary force with the powers which are now exercised only by the Revenue 

"V es ; I would give him the power to take up a distiller, as much as I would a 
highwayman or a coiner. 



1431. Would you, then, give to a simple sub-constable of police the power of 
breaking into buildings by day or by night ; in fact, all the extraordinary powers 
that are given by the Excise laws to the sworn officer of Excise ? 

A sub-constable of police would never go out at night, except under the 
authority of his superior officer ; and if it were necessary to break into a house, 
the result ought to justify the act ; there should be something found within the 
house that would warrant them in committing the act. 

1432. You are aware that an oflicer of Excise, as the law stands now, has 
power to break into buildings in search of illicit spirits ? 

Yes; but he must show he has got information. 



1433. You consider, then, that there would be no inconvenience to public 
liberty in endowing every single member of the constabulary force, every sub- 
constable, with all the powers which are now exercised by the sworn officer of 
Excise ? 

You would be obliged to make, it a regulation, that the. sub-constable should 
not be sent out on a still-hunting expedition on his own authority ; he should 
go out under the responsible control of his superior officer, who would be held 
accountable. Then his duty would be, if he went into a house where any con- 
traband practice was going on, to take the owner or inmates of that house, as 
he would have the power by the 1st & 2d Will. 4, into custody, and convey 
them with the least possible delay before a magistrate, who would take bail, or 
commit them for trial at the next ordinary petty sessions of the district. 



. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] Do you mean the law at present is, that 
any Excise officer can break open any house to search for spirits ? 

I am not aware what the law is ; that is the practice ; my own impression is, 
that they have not the right, without first lodging information, and having good 
grounds for the proceeding. 
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1435. They do it at their own peril ? 

Yes. 

1436. Chairman.] Will you tell me, with respect to a search, whether the 
constabulary force can undertake the duties of searching without a search- 
warrant, signed by a civil magistrate ? 

No, they cannot. There are several matters in which magistrates have 
summary jurisdiction — as in the case of a man having timber in his possession 
that he cannot account for, if that timber has been found in his possession 
under authority of a search-warrant. 

143/'- Therefore, the responsible authority in the proceedings of the con- 
stable is the magistrate, and the civil warrant which is issued by some civil 
officer of some kind or another ? 

Except for felonies committed within the constable’s view. 

1438. When any private individual would have an equal power ? 

Yes. 

1439. But the essential principle of the constabulary is, that the constable 
is a civil officer, acting under civil authority ? 

Just so. 

1440. How do they administer the law, and the power vested in them, for 
the suppression of shebeen-houses, and the punishment of persons keeping 
them, and found therein ? 

I have seen very little of that sort of work lately ; but tlu^ system is a simple 
one. When the suspected spirits, or whisky, as they call it, is sold in any 
particular house, they lodge, an information to that effect before a magistrate, 
who grants a warrant, which is in force for a specified term ; and under that 
warrant the officers may enter and make a search ; if they find any property, it 
may be dealt with by law ; and if they do not find anything, the warrant justifies 
the act of search. 

1441. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] If they find illicit spirits on the premises, 
what are they empowered to do with them ? 

To seize and carry them away ; but then they are obliged to, and always do, 
carry it into the court, whether it is illicit or otherwise. 

1442. Chairman. } With respect to the shebeen-houses, is it not a matter 
entirely immaterial whether the spirit sold is illicit or licensed spirit ? 

Perfectly immaterial. 

1443. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] But have the officers the same right of 
seizing the Parliamentary as the illicit whisky ? 

Yes ; the offence is, selling without a license, if it be Parliamentary 
whisky. 

1444. Chairman.} What is the mode of proceeding ; is not it in personam 
against the man selling and the parties in the shebeen-liouse, rather than the 
possession of the whisky ? 

If they can prove the whisky to be contraband, that is a distinct offence. 

1445. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] Supposing they found wliisky upon the 
premises, where there was satisfactory proof of its being illicit, and there was 
not sufficient, proof of the sale of the spirit ; would they not have power to 
seize, the illicit whisky, though they could not convict the man of having 
sold it without a license ? 

They would. 

1446. Then, do you intend the constabulary to perform the duties of the 
Revenue Police, rather than the duty of civil constables, to enforce, the ordinary 
law r 

They should have the power to perform both. 

1447. You state, that there are two distinct offences, the one selling without 
a license, and the other having illicit whisky in possession ? 

Excise^aw ? n0t ^ aving whisk y in possession an offence against the 

Yes, 
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Yes, whether they sell or not : in the. other case you must prove the sale 
■without license, to prove the offence. 

1449. The one is an offence against the Excise, laws, and the other an offence 
against the Stamps and Taxes as they were formerly ? 

Either offence would be against the Excise. 

1450. Chairman.] Is it not also the duty of the constabulary to visit the 
licensed public-houses to see that they are closed at proper times, and that the 
regulations of the law are complied with ? 

Yes. 

1451. Supposing that there was no duty upon spirits, and that there were, no 
licenses, do you not think that, for the purposes of the public peace, it would be 
absolutely necessary that the constables should visit all places where spirits and 
liquors are sold, to see that the houses are orderly ? 

I think it would be absolutely necessary. 

1452. Have you had many cases of shebeen-houses brought before you upon 
the information of the constables ? 

No, not in Belfast. 

1453. In the south ? 

I have had some at Murroe, in the Barrington’s Bridge district, and up at 
New Palace. 

1454. Do you think the number of cases that have been brought before you 
are at all proportioned to the number of cases in which it is well known that 
the law is evaded by the sale, of spirits in unlicensed places ? 

The number of discoveries is not at all proportioned to the number of offences 
committed. 

1455. In the outskirts of the towns and villages is not it a common and 
notorious fact, that in those houses which have sign-boards offering “ Enter- 
tainment to Travellers,” that the sale of unlicensed spirit takes place '! 

No doubt of it ; and even some of the women who hawk gooseberries and 
apples, have bottles in their baskets; they are peripatetic traders in the 
article. 

1456. Has it occurred to you how far by any action of the law that system 
could be put down ? 

No ; I do not see how it could. 

1457- Therefore, if it is not put down, those functions being confided now by 
law to the constabulary, you attribute it rather to the difficulty of the case than 
to any neglect on the part of the constabulary in executing their duty? 

I think that system would exist if there was not a gallon of illicit spirits in 
Ireland ; they would deal in the. other ; they would buy spirits, and water it, and 
increase, the quantity, and add something to the price. 

1458. Is not the common way in which this is done, that they send to the 
spirit dealer, or perhaps even to the licensed publican, and buy a small quantity 
of spirits, which serves them from time to time ? 

The invariable practice is, that the publican purchases from the distiller at a 
certain strength, which he reduces to suit his own purpose. 

1459. You are aware that under the revenue laws there is a system of 
rewards given of 2 L. for the capture of every offender, and other rewards for 
spirits and for malt ? 

Yes. 

1460. Do you consider that that system of rewards is one that could be 
introduced into the constabulary if they were charged with the enforcement of 
those laws r 

I think it should not be introduced ; I would give them no direct benefit 
whatever from their performance of those duties ; but I would give the esta- 
blishment the advantages of those payments; I would pay them to the 
Police Reward Fund for the widows and children ; I would let no man receive 
money for the execution of that duty ; because it has been frequently alleged, 
that if you handed over the Excise duties to the constabulary, they would 
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neglect their ordinary duties for the -execution of those duties that would pay 
them. I would take away such a source of objection. 

1461. You would think temper, conduct, activity and zeal, ;a sufficient 
stimulus for the performance of those duties ? 

I would. 

1462. The constable who distinguishes himself, and obtains badges of honour, 
chevrons or medals, also obtains the ultimate benefit of these rewards by a 
higher allowance at the time of his superannuation ? 

He sometimes receives money, and at other times the badges which are the 
representative of money, to be turned into money when discharged. 

1463. Do you place those honorary distinctions, or that ultimate benefit in 
increased pensions, upon the same footing with the actual cash payment which 
the Revenue Police receive in the shape of reward for actual detection ; that 
kind of head-money ? 

It would be altogether a question of amount ; I would give nothing to the 
man for the detection ; 1 would hand over as much to the Reward Fund of the 
constabulary as is now given to the individual Excise officer who makes the 
detection. A magistrate can reduce the 100 1. penalty to 6 l. and one-third of 
that sum goes to the detecting officer, if it is all paid ; if not all paid, the 
Revenue or Excise makes good the deficiency ; the man is paid, whether the 
penalty be levied or not. 

1464. At the present time, within your knowledge, are not some of the coun- 
ties in Ireland, in which, from the prevalence of disturbances there, the largest 
amount of extraordinary constabulary have been required ; counties in which 
the least amount of illicit distillation has taken place, and are not there other 
counties, especially in the north, in which illicit distillation prevails, which are 
nevertheless the counties which, generally speaking, are in a state of tran- 
quillity ? 

Yes, I have known that to be the case. 

1465. Viscount Hutchinson .] How does that accord with the answer you 
gave to a previous question, in which you stated that illicit distillation was the 
direct parent of crime ? 

So it is in many places, I do not say in all ; there may be a difference in the 
genius and bent of the public mind in different districts, and different motives 
to the commission of crime. 

1466. Chairman .] And there may be cases, other than illicit distillation, 
which produce crime in a greater proportion than distillation itself? 

Irrespective of that ; though in the counties of Tipperary and Limerick they 
had no illicit distillation to any great amount, crime was produced there by 
other causes. 

1467- I believe that parts of Clare that you have known, take the barony of 
Tulla, for instance, which was most disturbed, was not a district in which the 
habit of illicit distillation was the most practised r 

No. 

1468. And on the other hand, take a case where you have stated illicit distil- 
lation was known in the neighbourhood of Kilrush ; was not that district, gene- 
rally speaking, one of the most quiet and orderly to be met with ? 

It is a wild district, with little or no employment in the winter months, and 
where fuel is plenty. 

1469. In the barony of Tulla, which forms the best inhabited and richest part 
of the county of Clare, though distillation did not -exist there, there was a great 
mass of crime ? 

There was. 

1470. Viscount Hutchinson.) Can you give us any information as to the con- 
stitution of the Revenue Police force as it at present exists, as to the character of 
the men ? 

I believe that the class they recruit from is very much the same as the con- 
stabulary. 

1471- Do 
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1471. Do you consider that their discipline is equal to that of the consta- S. Tracey, Esq-. 

N</ i do not ; I beg to say that for a long time latterly, I have had very little 3 g * h July l85 3 ' 
intercourse with them, and very little opportunity of observing the working of 
the force ; but then I know that formerly the system was a most absurd one ; 
they were obliged to walk a certain number of miles in public, and I have seen 
them walking like soldiers in that way, but doing nothing for the revenue ; still 
they were obliged to make weekly returns, showing they had walked, I think, 

200 miles a week. 

1472. Do you think that they always complied with that order ? 

I have heard not, but the officer who made that return would put himself in 
the power of his men. 

1473. Chairman.'] Are you not aware that that return is required to be read* 
over publicly by the inspector on his visit, in the presence of all the men, who 
were asked to state whether the report was true or false ? 

Yes, I believe so. 

1474. Would it have been possible for a false return to be given in, without 
the officer guilty of such a fraud placing himself at the mercy of every one of 
his men who heard that false report read ? 

It would have been very unwise to do so, but still I have heard they some- 
times were brought up by their own men afterwards for untruthful returns. 

1475- When you refer to the former knowledge that you had of the Excise 
Police, was that prior to their re-organization under Colonel Brereton or after ? 

I think it was reported in the country, that habit prevailed after his appoint- 
ment as head of the force. 

1476. Do you remember in what state the Revenue Police was in different 
parts of Ireland before that re-organization ? 

It was in a very imperfect state as a body, but when he got to the head of it, 
he brought it under a different system, and made it a respectable looking body ; 
the officers generally were respectable and well informed men. 

1477* Do you recollect any case of resistance, and outrage arising out of a 
conflict between the Revenue Police and the people ? 

I have heard of such a case between the Revenue Police and the people at 
Drumcollop, in the county of Leitrim, many years since. 

1478. Did loss of life ensue, as far as you remember? 

Yes, an officer and 12 or 14 men were murdered together. 

1479. Earl of Stradbroke.] How many years since is that ? 

Thirty-five or 36 years ago. 

1480. Yiscount Hutchinson.] Have you ever heard that Ribbonism prevailed 
among the men of that revenue force ? 

Never : but it might be so, and there may be also Ribbonism in the consta- 
bulary, but their discipline is so good, they are obliged to act as a body, and as 
a body they are probably ah perfectly loyal ; there was a great deal of disturb- 
ance in the country, and a great deal of tampering with them some time ago, 
but they proved themselves loyal and trustworthy. 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 

Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned till Wednesday next, 
at One o’clock. 
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LORDS PRESENT: 

Earl of Wicklow. I Lord Re Tabley. 

Viscount Can Nn?n. 1 Lord Monteaqle of Brandon. 

THE LORD MONTEAGLE of Brandon in the Chair. 



MAJOR-GENERAL SIR DUNCAN M'GREGOR is called in, and examined 
as follows : 

1481. Chairman.] YOU fill the office of Inspector-general of Constabulary in 
Ireland now? 

Yes. 

1482. How long have you filled that office r 

For 15 years. 

1483. Whom did you succeed ? 

I succeeded Major-general Shaw Kennedy. 

1484. Previous to the appointment of General Shaw Kenned}', was not the. 
•organization of the constabulary force of Ireland different from what it is now? 

Yes. 

1485. Antecedent to that time, was not Ireland divided into districts, and an 
Inspector placed at the head of each of those districts ? 

Yes-, antecedent to the period of General Shaw Kennedy’s coming into 
charge, each province was under a separate Inspector-general, and those pro- 
vinces were divided into counties and districts. 

1486. Has the change, which centralizes the authority, and places the whole 
control and responsibility in the Inspector-general filling the office which you 
now hold, in your judgment, increased the efficiency of the corps? 

Not having been acquainted with the former system, I cannot positively say 
of my own knowledge ; but I believe it is allowed by all the old officers, and by 
the community at large, to have been a very happy alteration. 

148/ . From your experience of the constabulary, and also from your military 
experience, do you not consider that an authority exercised by one chief, respon- 
sible to the Government and to Parliament, is on principle more likely to be 
effective than the other r 

Most decidedly so. 

1488. Are not the habits of the different provinces so various and so con- 
trasted in some respects, that it becomes a matter of very great importance that 
there should be some superintending authority to view the service as a whole ? 

Yes, certainly. 

1489. Take as an example the question of party processions ; are they not, for 
the most part, confined to particular districts, and is not the question of illicit 
distillation likewise, for the most part, confined within particular districts ? 

Yes. 

1490. What is the present amount of your force ? 

Ip round numbers it consists of 12,500 men. 
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1491. Is that number less or greater than that which has existed in the last 
five or six years ? 

I do not think there has been a great alteration within that period ; hut it is 
very much larger than it was 10 years ago. 

1492. Earl of Wicklow.'] When you say 12,500, do you include the additional 
constables that are now established in disturbed parts of the country ? 

Yes, I include all, and I include the officers also. 

1493. Chairman.'] Is the total force you have at present under your control 
greater or less than that which you had the last two or three years ? 

Rather less. 

1494. It is partly distributed over the several counties, and there is a certain 
portion left in reserve in Dublin,, as a moveable force, available upon exigencies ? 

Yes. 

1495. Do you consider the maintenance of the moveable character of that 
force a matter of very great public importance ? 

Of very great importance indeed. 

1496. Earl of Wicklow.] How many does the reserved moveable force con- 
sist of ? 

It may consist of 60C ; <ie permanent reserved force is 400 ; but under what 
is termed 'the Crime Outrage Act, the Lord Lieutenant may increase that 
number to 600 ; but the reserve have never been raised to the maximum strength ; 
they are augmented and diminished according to circumstances. 

1497. Chairman.] Do you make use of the depot in Dublin as a place of 
training for those who enter the constabulary service for the first time ? 

Yes ; it was formed for the two-fold purpose of giving accommodation to the 
reserve and to all the recruits who join the force. 

1498. Viscount Canning.] When you say you diminish the force, do you do 
that by discharging the men, or drafting them from that force into some other 
portion of the constabulary ? 

By drafting them, and thereby filling up the vacancies that are always found' 
in the counties ; according as the country is quiet, or the reverse, the establish- 
ment of the reserve is raised or reduced. 

1499. Is that disposable force in Dublin recruited at all from the local force 
in different parts of the county ? 

Yes ; we frequently recruit the reserve from the counties, and fill up the vacan- 
cies in the counties by recruits, so that the reserve may be, by their appearance 
and conduct, an example to the whole force. 

1500. So that the greater portion' of the force in reserve have had local 
experience ? 

Yes. 

1501. Earl of Wicklow.] There is' also in the reserve force the new recruits, 
who are there for the purpose of training ? 

The reserve force is quite distinct from the recruits : we have usually at the 
depot. 300 or 490- recruits, independent of the reserve force ; but I. ought, per- 
haps,, to observe, that the whole reserve are never in Dublin ; at this moment 
I do not suppose we have above 100 reserve men at the dep6t ; the remainder 
are on temporary duty in the counties. 

1502. In the disturbed counties? 

Yes, or where they want additional men for a time. 

1503. Chairman.] Independently of that force which you have supplied from 
the reserved force, have you not occasionally to draft a portion of the consta- 
bulary from the quiet counties into the adjacent counties that may be in a state 
of disturbance? 

Frequently. 

1504. Do you not consider that moveable character to be of very great 
importance for the efficiency of constabulary ? 

It is : such a power of transfer enables the Government to concentrate any 
amount of force in a disturbed county. 

1-505. At 
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1505. At the time of the movement in the county Tipperary, were you not, Major-General 

by reason of the moveable character of your force, enabled to concentrate a very Sir D ‘ M‘ G re S or - 
considerable strength in that county r _ 27th July 1853. 

Yes ; and upon every occasion of extraordinary excitement, for instance, a few 

weeks ago, at the last election for Clare, we sent from various other counties 
between 500 and 600 men there as a precautionary measure. 

1506. What class of persons are generally presented to you as candidates for 
admission into the constabulary force ? 

I think, in general, the sons of small farmers. 

1507. Do you make inquiry before their appointment not only into their phy- 
sical condition, but also into their moral character ? 

We make a rigid inquiry ; no man is admitted into the force who does not bring 
a certificate from a magistrate of his moral character. 

1508. Have you any means, through your local Inspectors, of learning how 
far that certificate can be relied upon, and that the recommendation so given is 
one upon which it is safe to act ? 

We have. 

1509. Earl of Wicklow.'] Do you ever make any inquiry as to the religion of 
the person recommended to you? 

Not until he has passed his examination, and is admitted. 

1510. Has he previous to that inquiry been actually appointed to the situation t 

Yes. 

1511. Chairman.] Are we, then, to conclude that there is no religious distinc- 
tion whatever in your corps ? 

None whatever. 

1512. Have you found any inconvenience resulting from that selection of 
men of all persuasions of good character, and properly attested to you, acting 
together indiscriminately as constables ? 

None whatever : I find no difference in the manner in which the duties are 
performed, either by the officers or the men, in reference to their religion. 

1513. Since the period of distress, and the unexampled emigration, together 

with the consequent increased demand for labour in Ireland, have you found it 
as easy to get the same description of recruits for the constabulary as you 
formerly did '! _ _ 

At this moment we experience extreme difficulty ; so much so, that 1 think 
the question may become very embarrassing. 

1514. Have you been obliged to alter your standard of height for your 

recruits ? . 

In consequence of the great number of our men who are emigrating to 
America, and particularly, I think, to Australia, and the difficulty of persuading 
young men of the same class to join us, I have^ made several alterations ; 
amongst others, I have reduced the standard by an inch and a quarter ; I have 
been obliged to give greater facilities to the men to marry, though I am appre* 
hensive that such concessions will prove injurious to our discipline : I am also 
compelled to be less particular in our examination of the candidates as to edu- 
cation, and I confess that in cases of misconduct I am tempted sometimes to 
punish by fine or by disrating offences that would formerly have been visited with 
dismissal. 

1515. Is not there a general feeling extending itself, on the part of a class of 

able and efficient young men, that form the candidates for the constabulary , to 
prefer emigration ? f , . 

Yes, very generally ; so much so, that they are clubbing together tor this 
purpose; six of them, for instance, will subscribe, a sum sufficient to pay tor 
the passage of one of their number to Australia, trusting to liis honour that he 
will, as soon as possible, remit from the colony the amount advanced, to enable 
another of his comrades to emigrate in like manner ; some of those advances 
have been already returned. 

1516. Do you refer, in describing that practice, not only to the class from 
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■whence your candidates would come, but to the actual members of your own 
corps ? 

It is to the members of our own corps that I am now alluding. 

1517. And should this tendency continue, and augment, do you anticipate 
positively serious iuconvenience ? 

Yes, I do ; and I find in some districts the junior members are petitioning 
for an increase of salary. 



1518. But in reference to the inconvenience to which you have adverted, 
what is the loss, by emigration, of useful men whom you would wish to retain ; 
would not the increased pay in itself, all other circumstances remaining 
unchanged, afford them a speedier means of providing funds by which their 
emigration would take place ? 

I do not think that any reasonable increase of pay would have any sensible 
effect in preventing the enterprising young men who are now going forth from 
emigrating, but it would have the effect of inducing young men of good cha- 
racter to enter the force. I do not recommend that this matter should be taken 
up now, as the present vehement desire for emigration may subside. 

1519. Do you not think that a graduated prospective increase, after a given 
number of years’ service of payment, with a different rate applied in cases of 
extra service, would have a greater effect to preserve your men together, than 
a general increase of pay affecting the whole ? 

Perhaps both arrangements may become necessary; the latter proposition 
is similar to the rewards granted to long service in the army. 

1 520. Earl of Wicklow.] Do you not think it natural that there should be 
a feeling in the constabulary for an increase of pay at a time when that class 
from which they are generally chosen, say the labouring class of the country, 
are now receiving very increased wages ? 

I think it is very natural. 

1521. Chairman.'] From the accounts they receive from their friends in the 
colonies, are you able to tell us whether, generally speaking, those accounts 
exhibit evidence of prosperity on the part of the emigrants, and whether that 
success is shown by remittances made by the emigrant to the friends he has left 
behind him? 

From all I have heard from every quarter, the remittances to their relatives 
at home are enormous, from America particularly, where the great mass of the 
Irish emigrants are. 

1522. Viscount Canning .J What is the pay of a constable upon first entering: 
the force ? 

It is 24 1 per year. 



1523. Are there any extra allowances? 

There are ; when on a march they have certain allowances. 

1 524. Clothes they get, of course ? 

Y es ; they get certain articles of clothing. 

1526i And barrack lodging ? 

Yes. 

1526. And with respect to their mess ? 

That they pay for. 

1527- Entirely? 

Entirely. 



1528. And fuel and candles in their barracks ? 

There is as much fuel allowed as is required for the guard-room ; if they need 
more, they must pay for it. 1 



1529. What stoppages and deductions are there from that 24 1 a year f 
There are no deductions from it ; they pay for all their necessaries, of 

course. * 

1530. What may we reckon to be the net amount in hard cash received by a 
constable m the year ? 

Twenty-four pounds in the lowest class; 

1531. Do 
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1531. Do you find it easier to recruit the force in any one part of Ireland 
than in another ? 

No ; I think it now more depends upon the activity of the officers in stirring 
up their magistrates to recommend men than on any particular desire on the 
part of the counties ; formerly we had always many hundred men on our lists 
who used great interest to gain early admission ; hut now our officers require 
to urge their magistrates to endeavour to fill up our vacancies with eligible 
recruits. 

1532. When they are admitted, and when you proceed to station them in the 
districts in which they are to act, have you regard to the neighbourhood from 
whence the man is taken in fixing the. place of his future employment? 

No ; only that I prevent officers or men from serving in their native counties, 
and I endeavour, as far sis possible, to amalgamate the Protestants and Roman 
Catholics. 

1533. Do you think that evil consequences would result from the employment 
of officers and constables generally in the counties to which they belonged f 

I think so ; it was formerly tried, and was found to he very pernicious ; for even 
in cases where the officers and constables performed their duty impartially, 
complaints were sure, to be made, especially where the relatives of the constables 
were involved in disputes with their neighbours, or otherwise charged with 
offences. 

1534. Viscount Canniiuj. j Are not the, constables of great service to tlieir 
officers in procuring information which it would be difficult to get by any other 
means ? 

Yes, they are. 

1535. Would not the facility which the constable has in procuring such 
information he. rather greater in a district with which he was acquainted than in 
one with which he was not ? 

I think not ; from the information of the Police already at a station, a new 
constable very soon becomes intimately acquainted with the character of the 
people in his district ; besides, unless a man he located at liis own home, he may 
be as ignorant of his district, though situated in his native county, as a stranger. 

1536. Chairman. ] If the family of a constable belonged to any particular 
party or faction, which are to he found almost universally throughout Ireland, 
would not a member of that family, if stationed within his own native district, 
have more difficulty in obtaining information than the man who stood impartial 
amongst them ? 

I should think so ; and, moreover, it would he very painful in many cases to 
the constables themselves ; and I am persuaded that our preventing the officers 
and men from serving in tlieir native counties is one. of the causes why the 
people generally of all parties are. disposed to think well of the impartiality 
with which the duties of the. force are now performed. 

1537. Viscount Canning.] Is it mainly owing to that good disposition on the 
part of the people towards the constables that the constables are able to get 
information ? 

Undoubtedly ; a great deal depends upon our popularity, and our being con- 
sidered fair in the discharge of our duties. 

1538. Earl of Wicklow. ] Do you ever find it necessary, in consequence of the 
unpopularity of a constable, or from its being supposed lie takes prejudices in 
his district, to remove him from that district to another ? 

Y es, occasionally. 

1539. Chairman.'] On the whole, what character would you give to the corps 
that is under your cammand, including both officers and men, and referring to 
their efficiency, their discipline, and their sense of responsibility ? 

I have had a good deal to do with the management of men for a vast number 
of years, and I have commanded a regiment that plumed itself upon being one 
of the best behaved in the army, a Highland regiment ; but 1 think there is no 
force I ever met with in any country to be compared with the Irish constabu- 
lary, either physically, mentally or morally ; that is my opinion of them, and 
that they constitute a force of which Ireland has every reason to be proud. 
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] 540. Are you able to inform us whether the judgment which you have 
formed is supported by what you know to be the conduct of the constabulary as 
witnesses brought into courts of justice, before the superioi courts, as well as 
in the ordinary petty sessions ? 

I am ; both Judges and Assistant Barristers, and Magistrates, have assured 
me that nothing can be finer than their conduct almost universally before courts 
as witnesses. 

1541. Do you attribute the good-will of the people, and the confidence which 
is generally felt towards the constabulary, to the fact, not only of their good 
conduct, but of the duties which they are called upon to administer, being such 
as to insure them the hearty co-operation and good-will of all the better part of 
the population, and to keep them out of the hazard of collisions upon other 
subjects with the people ? 

I think that where the Irish people are persuaded that a man is doing a duty 
which is a legitimate duty, the greatest possible allowances are made for him, 
though the performance of that duty may be very painful to the individual 
himself; and the consequence is, that I do not recollect, except in two cases, 
which are easily accounted for, that a constable has been murdered for the 
last 15 years in the performance of his duty : in the cases referred to, each of 
the two constables attacked some midnight robbers. Our people go out only two 
together at all hours of the night with perfect safety. 

1542. Can you tell us the nature of the patrol service which the constabulary 
perform at night, and the manner in which it is performed, as well as the checks 
that have been introduced to ensure its proper execution ? 

I beg to lay before the Committee a printed order upon patrolling. 

1543. What, on the average, is the strength of your detached stations ? 

We have between 1,500 and 1,600 stations, and that gives, I think, an 
average of seven or eight men to each. Patrolling I consider as an important 
duty ; as a preventive duty, it is very important. 

1544. It is night patrolling, for the most part ? 

Night patrolling chiefly. 

1545. Suppose a party of seven, how would you deal with a party of seven 
in relation to a night patrol in the country in an ordinary state ; not a country 
in a state of disturbance, but only requiring ordinary precautions ? 

The officers are desired to have combinations of patrols, so that no one patrol 
acts without orders ; for example, “ Patrols ought not to go out on stated 
nights, or at particular hours, but at uncertain periods of the night ; and they 
should occasionally proceed on their duty a short time before day-break, when 
marauders may be discovered on their way homewards. This is particularly 
applicable to the police near the borders of a county, especially if the boundary 
be defined by a river,” and so on. Then, “ Where it may be suspected that 
then movements at the barracks are watched, the men for patrol should steal 
out of it in plain clothes, if necessary, one by one, taking different directions, to 
an appointed rendezvous in the neighbourhood, from whence they will com- 
mence the duty, and afterwards avoid separation. On other occasions, when the 
officer or constable in charge of a station has ground for believing that it is 
closely watched, it may be expedient for him to send out a false patrol, which, 
after lying concealed at no great distance, a sufficient time to lull suspicion of 
their object, will now return to their barrack in such a manner as to be fully 
observed, while the real patrol will afterwards proceed as secretly as possible.” 
Then, “ In very disturbed districts, where the men at a station require repose, 
pains should be taken to show that they have retired to rest, while by arrange- 
ments previously made by the County Inspector, a large proportion of the police 
from other localities will be brought into the prescribed district, and occasionally 
by cars, if the stations are very distant, in order to them effectually patrolling it 
in every direction, according to a plan already agreed upon : sometimes the 
Sub-Inspector may arrange that his parties, within a well-defined circle, shall 
patrol inwards until they all meet his own party at a given point towards its 
centre ; at other times he may require them to patrol, independently, in certain 
directions around their respective stations.” Those observations form a part of 
the detailed instruction I have issued for the guidance of our inexperienced 
officers and constables on the subject of patrolling. 

1546. Frequently 
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Yes, frequently. 

1547. Take a station of seven men, does not it frequently happen that one 
remains in charge, as the orderly at the barrack, and that detachments of two 
each go out in different directions, and return in the morning ? 

Yes • hut we do not like, patrols, unless the country is very quiet, to consist of 
only two men. 

1548. You would prefer three ? 

Of course, or even a larger number. 



1549. But where the country is perfectly quiet, and in its ordinary state, two 
frequently patrol ? 

Yes. 

1550. In those patrol duties at night, you have already stated that you have 

not known instances of violence or sanguinary attack upon the patrol, speaking 
generally ? • . 

No. 



1551. Do you attribute that fact not only to the armed and disciplined 
character of the force, but to the general good-will and confidence which is felt 



in them by the. people ? 

Yes, I do ; to both causes. 



1552. Earl of Wicklow.] When you speak of seven being the amount of men 
at a station, have you not many stations in which there are not that number ? 
Yes ; and many, of course, that arc far above that number. 



1553. You mean that seven is the average of all the stations ? 

Between seven and eight is the average. ; in the north, for instance, our 
stations consist of very few men ; but in Tipperary they have a large number. 



1554. Chairman .] The constabulary under your authority are. bound to 
attend to the orders they receive from you ; but locally are they not bound to 
carry into effect the directions of the ordinary magistracy of the country t 

Certainly. 

1555. Have you found any difficulty in the way of conflicting authority 
between your officers and the magistracy of the country ? 

No, indeed ; there may have, been a very few cases where, misapprehension 
on the part of the officer, and sometimes on that of a magistrate, has taken 
place ; but very generally there are no complaints. 



1556. Those are exceptional cases? 
Yes. 



1557- And of very rare, occurrence? 

Of very rare occurrence. 

1558. Do you not know, from the communications made to you, as well as 
from your own personal knowledge, that, generally speaking, there is every c s- 
position on the part of the local magistracy to seek for advice, as weh as to see 
for assistance, from the superior ranks of your officers in the counties m which 
they are ? . _ 

Yes ; generally, if not almost universally, the. magistracy of the country appear 
to have great confidence in the County Inspectors and m the older officers ot 
their districts. 

1550. Earl of Wicklow.} Is there any distinction whatsoever made between 
the orders to the constabulary as to their receiving directions from the genera, 
magistracy and wliat are called stipendiary magistrates ? 

None whatever. 

1560. Chairman.] Their main orders come from the petty sessions, in case 
there should he. a necessity for magisterial interference, do they not r 

Yes, and from individual magistrates. 

1561. Do you consider itof very great importance to maintain, through your strict 
subordination of authority, and the mode of enforcing responsibility thus given 
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you, an immediate knowledge of the official conduct of the constabulary in any 
particular county, barony or station ? 

Certainly ; we could not otherwise preserve our discipline. 

1562. They are therefore strictly responsible to you, and you, in the exercise 
of your higher responsibility, have the means of noticing as an offence any 
negligence of theirs in obeying the orders of the magistracy of the county ? 

A most serious offence. 

1563. The object of this Committee is, to consider how far, and within what 
limits, if any alteration be expedient, the constabulary force of Ireland could be 
made auxiliary to the prevention of inland smuggling in spirits, and the suppres- 
sion of illicit distillation ; has your attention been turned to that subject ? 

It has been turned to it lately, though I confess myself very ignorant of the 
subject. 

1564. Have you endeavoured to ascertain the precise duties which are now 
performed under the sanction of the Board of Excise through the medium of 
their Revenue Police. ? 

No. I am very imperfectly acquainted with the detailed duties of the Re- 
venue Police : I know something of them, but ribt much. 

1563. Have you had the means of forming an opinion whether the two corps, the 
Constabulary and Revenue Police, might or might not be amalgamated without 
hazard to the discipline of your force r 

My own impression was, that there would be considerable risk of injury to our 
efficiency by such an union ; yet the opinion of a number of experienced officers 
of the force who have been in counties and districts, and are conversant with the 
duties of the Revenue Police, seems to be, that there is no risk whatever ; and 
I have at last come to the conclusion, that if illicit distillation cannot be put 
down by means of the Revenue Police, the constabulary ought to undertake that 
duty. 

1566. Viscount Canning.'] In speaking of officers, do you mean the officers of 
the constabulary ? 

Yes, of the constabulary. 

1567. You mean officers who have in the districts in which they have served 
with the constabulary had opportunities of seeing the nature of the duties per- 
formed by the Revenue Police, and the manner in which the Revenue Police 
have performed them ? 

Yes, who are acquainted with both forces, in fact. 

1568. Earl of Wicklow. ] Was there any difference of opinion upon that sub- 
ject on the part of those whom you consulted, or were they unanimous in that 
opinion r 

I think, in general, they are adverse to the union referred to ; at the same time 
they admit that the constabulary would succeed in suppressing illicit distillation ; 
but the fear of them is, that such duties might injure the popularity, as well as 
the discipline, of the constabulary. 

_ 1569. Chairman.] Do you think that it would be. possible, without inconve- 
nience to your force, to which 1 limit my inquiry, if, the two forces being kept 
up, that such an amalgamation should take place between them as would enable 
the Revenue and Excise authorities to call upon your constables for aid and 
assistance in their local duties, thus giving to the Excise authorities a control 
over the movements of your corps ? 

That is one of the risks to which I refer : I consider that any body of men 
being under two distinct authorities for the discharge of two distinct classes of 
duties, is objectionable ; our constables might neglect their police duties, on the 
plea that they were employed on revenue service, and vice versd. ' 

^ recount Canning .] Do you find any inconvenience arise from the joint 
authority which the magistrates exercise over the constabulary with their own 
officers : 

The magistrates only exercise authority with regard to constabulary duty ; 
they have no power to interfere with the discipline or distribution of the police 
force ; their orders and my own are directed to one and the same object, viz., 
the preservation of the public peace, and the magistrates’ commands are almost 
always conveyed to the constables through their own officers. I think it wuuld 
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1571. Still tlie great inconvenience you would anticipate, from tlie authority 
which the Excise officer would exercise over the constabulary, w ould spring 
mainly from the power, if they possessed it, of calling upon the inferior members 
of the force to execute their orders? 

Yes ; orders, perhaps, regarding revenue duty, which might run counter to 
those that had been already given to those constabulary as conservators of the 
public peace. 

1572. But if they called for the aid of the constabulary force through the 
superior officer of that force, a great part of the inconvenience would be removed ? 

Yes ; but at the same time I imagine that a great part of the advantage arising 
from promptitude would be; lost likewise. 

1573. Chairman.^ Is not there a clear distinction between the combined 
action of the magistrate and the constabulary officer being both bound and 
restrained to use the constabulary for its primary object in preserving the public 
peace, and two authorities that might be conflicting, because established for 
different objects, namely, the employment for a revenue purpose, under a 
Revenue Board, of the constabulary officer ? 

Yes, I think so. 

1574. Will you refer to the county of Donegal, in which it would appear, from 
the evidence before us, that the practice of illicit distillation prevails to a very 
great extent, and has so prevailed for many years : supposing that disturbance, 
or threatened riot, occurred in a neighbouring county, would it be practicable, if 
the Revenue Police and the constabulary force were combined, and the duties 
were performed indiscriminately, to send the constabulary from one county to 
another with as much freedom as you have described as now practised, and as 
being necessary r 

I take it for granted, that if the forces were combined, those stations that were 
most threatened by illicit distillation would be strengthened by the amount of 
men at present required for revenue duty, in which case we should have that 
amount of force to attend to illicit distillation, and the remainder only would be 
disposable for other duties. 

1575. Then, even in relation to the case put as an example in the fore- 
going questions, it would be absolutely necessary, for the efficiency of the con- 
stabulary force, that for certain duties the force should still be considered as 
distinct ? 

I think so ; that is, a certain number of men must be constantly kept at the 
present revenue stations, for the discharge of revenue duties. 

1576. The Revenue Police in the county of Donegal exceeds 250 men, and 
your Parliamentary establishment in Donegal is only 176,1 think; assuming 
those facts, and assuming that force to be required for the purposes of put- 
ting down illicit distillation, if there were a combination of action, should you 
recommend to have the constabulary force in Donegal reduced below 176, or do 
you consider the force in Donegal to be adequate for the purposes of the con- 
stabulary in that county ? 

I consider that Donegal is the most under-policed county in Ireland, and that 
the Parliamentary establishment is by no means adequate to its ordinary wants, 
and at present the magistrates of that county are paying for extra men ; it would 
therefore, require a large addition, if the constabulary were to perform revenue 
duties. 

1577- What is the extra constabulary force that is now employed in Donegal, 
in addition to the Parliamentary number of 176 ? 

One hundred and twenty-seven men. 

1578. When was that additional force introduced into Donegal ? 

It was introduced gradually. 

1579. That additional force is partly supported at the local expense ? 

A. moiety of the cost is paid in that way. ’ „ , 

(262. 6.) t 4 1580. Earl 
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1580. Earl of Wicklow.] The greater portion of that is in the barony of 
Eaphoe ? 

I think so ; it is in one or two baronies. 

1581. Within this last month or two, has it been considerably increased r 

No, I think not ; I think you might now dispense with some of the extra men 

there : the county is getting quieter. 

1582. Was not there, previous to the last assizes, an application from the 
magistrates of the barony of Raphoe to have an increased police force there ? 

I think, upon corresponding with them, it was found to be unnecessary ; some 
of them did wish to have it ; but I am not certain. 

1 583. Chairman.'] Have you not frequently correspondence on this subject 
with the magistrates of Ireland, and do you not know many cases, as in the 
county of Limerick, for example, in which there has been a strong and some- 
what eager correspondence between the Government and the local magistrates, 
the latter seeking to obtain a larger reduction of the extra force than the 
Government felt it would be wise to make ? 

Very seldom, I think. 

1584. Would not the decisions of such questions relating to the extraordinary 
force which it might be required to add or to withdraw in any particular county, 
be very much perplexed and made more difficult of solution, if the constabulary 
were not only employed for the purposes of the public peace, as it is at present, 
but if also employed for revenue purposes ? 

It would be my duty to prevent, if possible, such perplexity, by keeping in 
mind that the disposable force of the county was less by the number of men 
found necessary for Revenue services. 

1 585. Do you not think that such arrangements would lead to a perpetual 
contest between the local authorities and the Government, and the constabulary 
on the question, whether the extra force was required for the purposes of 
keeping the peace, or of putting down smuggling, and therefore whether it 
ought or ought not to be paid at the public or county expense ; would it not 
be very difficult to ascertain and to satisfy local parties, naturally jealous of 
local taxation, whether the constabulary was kept up for the purposes in which 
they were interested, or for the purposes in which the Government were primarily 
interested? 

I fear it would, in some cases. 

1586. Earl of Wicklow.] In fact, you do not suppose that under such circum- 
stances there would be any additional local taxation for the purposes of the 
constabulary ? 

No ; an additional force for revenue purposes, supposing it to be required, 
it is to be presumed, would be an expense placed on the Consolidated Fund. 

158/. Chairman.] Therefore, under this arrangement, whether the extra 
force, whatever it is, were called Constabulary or Revenue Police, if it was 
employed for revenue purposes, and paid out of the public revenue, no economy 
to the public would arise from it ? 

The conviction of those who are very highly in favour of the constabulary 
undertaking this duty is, that in the course of a short period they could dispense 
with this additional force altogether ; we certainly could, from the outset, 
dispense with the Revenue Police officers, and should not require them under 
any circumstances. 



1588. At the present time, in the administration of the Revenue Police duty, 
1 ffi S +* 1 • irD P rac ticable to administer those functions without giving to each 
omcer Joking out a party an Excise commission, so as to enable him to administer 
aws which become applicable according to the fact whether spirits are illicit or 
icensed. whether malt is illicit or licensed, and a variety of other points, turning 
purely upon the construction of the Excise laws ; are those duties of a character 
that tne constabulary force could perform ? 

1 presume if they are well performed by the Revenue Police, they would be 
equally well discharged by the constabulary 

lu89. Do you think that your officer, a local Inspector in the county, for 

instance. 
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instance, could be cognizant, whether the Excise laws as such, were justly per- Maior-Gencrat 
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stables could take cognizance of, and be competent to perform r 

At first they would not, and that is one of the reasons why I think we ought 
to have the sub-officers and men of the Revenue Police for a time, at all events ; 
but I imagine that in the course of a limited period, the officers, if it were abso- 
lutely necessary, could make themselves acquainted with those duties. 

1590. Viscount Canning.'] Assuming that at present the officers of the 
Revenue Police are. cognizant of all those facts to which the Chairman alludes, 
you see no reason why the officers of the constabulary should not in a very 
short time become equally masters of them ? 

Just so. 

1591. Earl of Wicklow.] Do you believe that if this order was given to the 
constabulary simultaneously with the increase of duty upon spirits, which is 
likely to give a stimulus to illicit distillation, the moral effect in the country, 
from the people knowing that the constabulary in their district must be aware 
of any attempt to carry on illicit distillation, would be such as to be a preven- 
tative’ to the increase, of illicit distillation, or to the re-establishment of it in 
quarters where it had previously been suppressed ? 

That is the feeling of those officers I refer to. Their idea is, that we should 
act powerfully to prevent illicit distillation ; the people are well aware that we 
know the character of every individual. Our men are engaged annually in 
taking the statistical returns of the crops ; we know every man who raises an 
acre or half an acre of oats or barley, and he is aware that our people could 
discover how he disposed of those oats or barley, and having that universal 
information, it is thought that it would deter mauy people from running the 
risk of illicit distillation altogether. 

1592. Chairman.] Where are your stations mainly placed in a county which 
partly consists of mountains and partly of cultivated lands, with a dense popu- 
lation ? 

Our stations are amongst the people. 

1593. And are not the duties imposed upon your force, amongst others, 
attending upon all the fairs to see that no riots take place ? 

Yes. 

1594. And attending upon the magistrates at their petty sessions; attending 
upon the assistant barrister at the quarter sessions ; being called in and concen- 
trated at assizes upon the meeting of the judges, and giving their testimony as 
witnesses, thus aiding in the administration of the ordinary law ? 

Yes. 

1595. How would such sendees be consistent in your judgment, with their 
employment in the more remote mountainous and less inhabited parts of the 
country, where illicit distillation is mainly practised ? 

Of course, while they were so engaged, they must neglect the duty of looking 
after illicit distillation. 

1596. In like manner, their removal from one county to another would like- 
wise interrupt their special duties ? 

Yes. 

1597. You have described very strongly the hearty good-will which subsists 
between the constables and the mass of the people ? 

Yes. 

1598. If they were employed in duties which were calculated to interfere 
with the direct pecuniary profits of the people, above all in the more remote 
places, and to enforce a law which was not directed against a moral offence, but 
which was a law to protect the revenue ; could you equally rely upon the conti- 
nuance of that earnest good feeling and co-operation upon which you consider 
s'o much of the efficacy of your corps to depend ? 

That is one of the risks I refer to. 

(262. 6.) U 159 9. Is 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




154 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 



Major -General 
S n D. McGregor. 

2? A July 1S53. 



1 599. Is not it a serious risk ? 

The officers I have referred to think there is no risk ; that we are sufficiently 
established in the estimation of the people to stand that test, but I confess I 
have a doubt on that point. 

1600. Have you confidence in the opinions of any of the officers under you 
who have been examined before this Committee ? 

Mr. Tracey is the only one, I think, who has been examined. 

1601. Viscount Conning-.] Have you great confidence in the opinion of Mr. 
Tracey ? 

Yes ; as an old constabulary county inspector, I think he is a very intelligent 
officer. 

1602. He has a thorough experience of the constabulary force ? 

Very great indeed. 

1603. It has been represented to the Committee, that the disadvantage which 
might otherwise result, as regards the good feeling towards the constabulary 
from employing them for the purpose of enforcing the revenue laws, would 
in a great measure be neutralized, if the population were to understand clearly, 
that the enforcement of those laws was considered by the Government as a part 
of the regular duty of the constabulary, and that the constabulary were not 
employed extra-officially, as informers, or merely as accessories to the Revenue 
Police ; do you share in that opinion ? 

Yes, I do ; I do not know how far it is possible to make illicit distillation an 
offence that should be included amongst other criminal offences, but if it could, 
I am quite sure that it would lead the constabulary to discharge, the duty 
willingly. 

1604. Supposing that it were to be understood, that the Government hence- 
forward would consider an infraction of a law, whether a revenue law or whether a 
police law, as equally cognizable by the constabulary, and to be repressed by 
the constabulary, do you think that that would reconcile the population to the 
interference of the constabulary in matters of Excise ? 

I think it would, very greatly ; and what I consider of equal importance, it 
would reconcile the constabulary themselves to it, because it is perhaps un- 
necessary for me to say, that the performance of revenue duties would not be 
very popular with our force. 

1605. Chairman.] Are you aware, that at one period, and not a very remote 
one, illicit distillation was made not only a criminal offence, but a transportable 
.felony, and that at the present time many offences under the Excise laws are 
made criminal offences, but that nevertheless the enforcement of those law r s is 
vested in the Excise Police, subject to their own officers, and not to your con- 
stables subject to your officers ? 

I was not aware of that. 

1606. Viscount Canning.]] But is not it quite possible, that by making an 
offence against the Excise laws a felony, the severity of the law may tend to 
defeat its object, whilst leaving it as it is, a minor offence, and punishable only 
by a minor punishment, the enforcement of that more lenient law by the 
ordinary police may not raise the same feelings of discontent and dissatisfaction 
in the minds of the population ? 

I do not know what effect that might have ; I would be very sorry to see 
severe laws enacted, as that would not only tend to irritate the people, but to 
anr.oy the conscience of those who have to enforce those laws ; but it might be 
made a misdemeanor. 

607. Chairman.] By the Excise laws as they stand, the Revenue Police are 
entitled to search in quest of spirits, even without a warrant ; to break open 
doors and make searches without warrant ; have your men any such authority 
as that ? 

None. Under the Excise laws, in case a discovery is made of the article 
sought for, such as illicit spirit, the officers are justified by that discovery for 
their previous acts, which otherwise would be illegal ; but in the event of the 
spirit not being found, they are then subjected to damages, as the consequence 
of an illegal act. 

1608. The 
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1608. The question I put is, have your people any power of enforcing a 
search, and breaking open doors without a civil officer’s warrant ? 

No ; not without a warrant from a magistrate. 

1609. Supposing that they broke open a door without warrant, and that an 
action were to be brought against them, and that the Judge were to certify that 
they acted on probable cause, though without warrant, would such persons be 
freed from all responsibility except for personal damages, upon the Judge’s cer- 
tificate that they had acted on probable cause ? 

I am afraid not. 

1610. Is there any case in which, going in search of any illicit article, stolen 
goods, timber, or anything of that kind, your constables would be authorized, 
when they have discovered the article, to destroy it ? 

No. 

1611. Is not their order directly the reverse ; that they are to preserve it, and 

produce it before the magistrate, and that .it becomes part of the evidence of the 
fact ? ' 

Quite so. 

1612. If, under the Excise laws, persons who with force resist or obstruct 
the exciseman, in certain cases, are declared to be guilty of felony, is there 
any such punishment with respect to persons obstructing or resisting your con- 
stabulary ? 

No. 

1613. Do you consider that it would be practicable for the constabulary to 
undertake Excise duties without being brought, more or less directly or indi- 
rectly, under the control and authority of the Excise Board, or the Excise, 
officer ? 

I do not myself see how it could be, without bringing them under that 
authority ; I have heai-d it suggested that it might be so contrived by treating 
this matter of illicit distillation as a crime, and therefore having it dealt with 
like any other offence that the constabulary take cognizance of, and that in 
that way the whole of it might be managed without the interference of the 
Excise. 

1614. If that were found not to be the case, and that we are compelled to 
assume that the services required were of a character that rendered necessary 
the interposition of the superior Excise, have I rightly understood from your 
evidence that such interference would introduce a species of double responsi- 
bilitj' and double authority to which you would be directly opposed ? 

I think so. 

1615. Many witnesses examined, particularly on the part of the Excise Police, 
have stated the great inconvenience resulting from the necessity they are under 
of escorting their own prisoners to the. county gaols for great distances, disor- 
ganising their detachments, whilst the constabulary from the same petty 
sessions have to escort civil prisoners to the same county gaol, hut do not take 
charge of the revenue prisoners ; should you see any objection that the consta- 
bulary should take charge indiscriminately of all prisoners who are sentenced to 
imprisonment by the Justices ? 

I was until this moment under the impression that we did escort all such 
prisoners on the application of the revenue, where the Revenue Police party 
were unable to escort their own prisoners ; that we escorted them on application, 
provided one revenue officer accompanied the party ; those are the orders I 
have given on that subject. 

1616. Earl of Wicklow .] Since what period have you given those orders? 

They have been in force for many years ; and it is further laid down, that 

while the constabulary are escorting revenue prisoners, they are to receive 3 d. 
a mile per man, a 1 rf. of which is to he given to the constable, and the 
remaining 2 d. to be added to the Constabulary Reward Fund, although I believe 
our people decline receiving that money ; and I think, therefore, there must he 
some mistake about our not escorting revenue prisoners. 

16 17- Then, in fact, if it should appear that there was a mistake on your 
(262. 6.) u 2 part. 



Major-General 
Sir D. M‘Grego>. 

37tli July 1853. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




156 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 



Major-General part, and that such a practice did not exist, should you see any objection to its 
Sir D. Gregor, being established ? 



s 7th July 1853. 



None. 

1618. Should you see any objection to an order to the constabulary to give 
information immediately to the nearest Revenue Police station, of any private 
still that they might discover to be in work ? 

Ten or 11 years ago, Colonel Brereton, the officer who had charge of the 
Revenue Police before Colonel M‘Lachlan, the present officer in charge, com- 
municated with the Irish Government and me on the subject; and as it 
appeared monstrous that a force like ours should allow palpable frauds on the 
revenue to be practised without endeavouring to prevent or detect them, I 
issued a confidential order on the subject, which I now beg to submit to the 
Committee. 



1619. Chairman . ] Will you read that, if you please ? 

It is dated 21st September 1842:—“ 1. There being reason to apprehend, 
that notwithstanding the efforts of the Revenue Police, illicit distillation is still 
earned on to some extent in various parts of the country, and that such a 
practice, independently of the injury which it inflicts on the honest trader, is 
calculated to lead indirectly to the commission of serious outrages against the 
public peace, it has become necessary, in the opinion of Government, that for 
the suppression of the evil complained of, the constabulary should endeavour to 
aid the sister corps in a manner more general and effective than they have, hitherto 
been called upon to do. There can be no question, that if the officers in com- 
mand of districts, and constables in charge of sub-districts, be actuated -with 
becoming zeal for the public interests, and be as intimately acquainted with 
what is passing in their respective localities as they are expected to be, it is 
scarcely possible that so systematic a violation of the laws as that above alluded 
to can be committed without their knowledge, and a desire on their parts to 
communicate such knowledge to the proper authorities. 2. The officers and all 
other members of the force are, therefore, strictly enjoined to seek every 
favourable' opportunity of directing their vigilant attention to this matter, and 
should they discover the existence of illicit distillation, or such preparation for 
it as will enable the Revenue Police to act upon the intelligence which it may 
be in their power to afford, the officer or constable in charge of the nearest 
station will, without the loss of a single post, fill up and forward direct to the 
constabulary office, one of the blank returns which will be supplied to him for 
that purpose. 3. It is further directed that the force shall, when not employed 
upon the more immediate and legitimate duties of their office, as conservators 
of the peace, afford, when required, effectual protection to Excise, officers in the 
discharge of their duties. 4. The force are fully to understand, that while 
those officers and men who manifest alacrity and success in the performance of 
this important duty will increase their claims to consideration, the Inspector- 
general will not fail to call to serious account any who may be suspected of 
conniving or winking at a practice so injurious to the morals and peace of the 
country.” 

1620. Earl of Wicklow.] That was issued by you 10 years ago ? 

Yes; that was issued by me on the 21st September 1842. 

1621. Have you reason to believe that has been strictly acted upon since that 
period? 

I have reason to believe it has not been generally or zealously obeyed. 

1622. Then to what do you attribute that disregard of so important an order 
as that r 

I fear it arises from an erroneous but fixed impression on the part of the 
constabulary, that they would thereby become merely assistants and spies to 
the Revenue Police. With regard to the loss of time caused by the constables 
forwarding their information through me. to the revenue office, I rather think 
that that arrangement was suggested by Colonel Brereton himself ; at all events, 
1 know that the object was to prevent the Revenue Police at the station from 
knowing the individual constable who gave the information, or from knowing 
that it came from the constabulary at all. But in the course of time, the 
existence of my order became generally known in the country, and in certain 

cases, 
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cases, it was complained of by the constabulary that some of the revenue 
officers were so imprudent when they went in search of stills, as to 
acquaint the guilty parties that their information was received from the con- 
stabulary ; the consequence of all this is, that with some exceptions, it will be 
impossible to induce our men to act heartily or efficiently in aid of the Revenue 
Police. I have reiterated the orders in question without much effect. 

1623. Do you not believe that that feeling would prevail amongst them now, 
if any orders were given to amalgamate the forces in any way ? 

No, I think not ; certainly not nearly to the same extent. So long as the 
Revenue Police are in existence for the purpose of putting down illicit distilla- 
tion, the constabulary would be regarded, and would in some degree regard 
themselves, merely as informers to them. If an order from the Government was 
promulgated that this duty was to be taken by the constabulary in addition to 
other duties, it would be different. 

1624. Chairman.] Exclusively? 

Yes, exclusively. 

1625. Viscount Canning.'] At all events, in that case they would not be 
exposed to the disadvantage which they appear to have suffered in executing 
this order, of being denounced, as it were, by the Revenue Police, when the 
Revenue Police came to act upon the information derived from them ? 

The Revenue Police were, according to the feeling of the constabulary, 
obtaining credit with the authorities for their successful exertions, while they 
were seeking credit with the people, by seeming to be compelled to do their 
duty from the information they had received from the constabulary. 

1626. And the population would no longer have the means of distinguishing 
between the informer and the regular enforcement of the law ? 

No. 

1627. Earl of Wicklow.] Do you conceive, that if the constabulary were to 
be given this additional duty, they ought also to have the rewards which are 
now given to the Revenue Police for discoveries, those rewards being 2 /. a head 
for every person, and a given amount for every gallon of spirit or bushel of 
malt? 

Our present system of rewards is different from that; we have what is termed 
a Reward Fund, made up chiefly by a deduction from the pay of the officers and 
men of the force, that deduction being made by Act of Parliament, and also 
certain fines ; and that Reward Fund is very considerable ; but with the view to 
prevent the mercenary feeling men are apt to have upon subjects of that kind, 
money of every description that may fall to the men of the force, as prosecutors, 
&c., is put into this general fund, and is only awarded to individuals according to 
the merits of each case. Gratuities are also granted out of the Reward Fund to 
the widows and orphans of deceased members of the force. 

1628. Do you then think that it would be advantageous that this reward, 
now by law given to the Revenue Police, should be given, not to the individuals 
of the constabulary, but as an addition to that Reward Fund to which you have 
alluded ? 

It is rather difficult to know how to deal with this, because it would hardly 
be fair to those men who were acting in the counties where illicit distillation is 
carried on, and which are few in number, should be deprived of rewards which 
were exclusively due to them. 

1629. Chairman .] Should you approve of the introduction of the revenue 
system, of direct head-money reward, and caption money for other things, as 
influencing your corps ? 

1 am afraid, if not restricted, it might be injurious ; at present, we seldom 
give money rewards, but substitute certain marks of distinction, which are con- 
ferred upon those men that show extraordinary merit ; those marks consist of 
one or more silver badges worn on the arm ; a certain number of silver badges or 
chevrons entitle the individual to a medal ; no one has yet gained a medal ; 
there are some very near it, but a medal is very difficult of attainment ; to each 
of those badges is attached the sum of 4 1, but that money is not paid until the 
man is discharged, when it is granted in addition to any pension or gratuity 

(262.6.) U 3 that 
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that he may he entitled to ; if he dies in the service, those different sums are 
paid to his widow and children ; and I must do the constables the justice to say, 
that I am quite sure they would rather have one of those silver badges with the 
4/., than a much larger sum without the mark of distinction. 

1630. Earl of Wicklow.'] Do you not think that it would produce incon- 
venience, if not jealousy, if, those two forces acting together, one of them were 
entitled to such a high reward for every discovery, and the other were entitled 
to nothing ? 

I take it for granted, if they were to be united, that they would be made 
identical ; that we should no longer have any distinction between our men and 
those of the revenue ; they would all be precisely under the same regulations, 
and deriving the same advantages of every kind. 

1631. Then, in that case, to establish a perfect uniformity, the reward should 
be taken away from the Revenue Police, or added to the other force ; which of 
those courses should you recommend ? 

We have exceptions to our system of rewards ; for instance, where our men at 
the sea-ports and elsewhere arrest deserters from the navy and army, the pecu- 
niary rewards granted by the naval and military authorities are paid to the 
men who actually make the arrest, instead of being credited to the Reward 
Fund, and those might be considered analogous to the cases in question. 

1632. In fact, you would prefer, if the reward be to be continued, that the 
constabulary should participate in it rather than that it should be exclusively 
given to the other party ? 

Yes. 

1633. Viscount Canning.] But supposing that the two bodies were amalga- 
mated, should you be at all fearful that the constabulary would be lax in doing 
their duty in matters of Excise, even if no reward were to be allotted to them for 
the performance of those duties, and if no reward were, to be given to the 
Revenue Police, who would become associated with the constabulary force ? 

I would not. 

1634. Chairman.] It is in evidence before us, on the part of the officers of the 
Excise Police, that, for the purpose of their still-hunting duties, they require that 
their detachments, when on active duty, should be as strong as 9 and 10 up to 
13 men, in order to make resistance impossible; do you consider that the 
present system of stations and patrols of constabulary could furnish you with a 
force of that strength, their service being required two nights and two days 
at the least in the week, and in some instances, for five days or nights in the 
week ? 

I confess if the revenue duties were placed on the constabulary, I would 
rather be disposed, and probably compelled, to adopt a different course from 
that which I understand is now pursued in regard to them ; but I make this 
observation with much deference, having no experience in the matter ? 

1635. Viscount Cat wing,] You mean as regards the obligation to be out a 
certain number of nights, and a certain number of hours each night r 

Yes. 

1636. Chairman.] By the 6th & 7tli of Will. 4, (the Constabulary Act), 
with which you are familiar, the 1 5tli section provides that the force is not to be 
employed to levy tithe or tithe composition to levy rents by distress, or to levy 
fines or penalties under any Act or Acts relating to the revenue, or to enforce 
any Acts for game or for fisheries, except where forcible resistance is made and 
proved ; and in the Act for the levying of fines under forfeited recognizances, it 
is also provided that the fines to be levied by the constabulary shall not extend 
to any fine under the laws of Customs, Excise, Stamps, or Post-office, or any 
fines under the Game Laws; and by a late Act passed for the regulation of Petty 
Sessions, the same principle is for the third time repeated, that nothing in that 
Act shall extend to any information or warrant or other proceeding under the. 
Acts relating to the laws of Customs, Excise, Stamps or Post-office, or relating 
to the preservation of Game ; do you think it would be consistent, with a due 
interest and regard for the success of the constabulary, that those provisions so 
repeated in three separate Acts of Parliament should be repealed ? 

One of them I think has been repealed. 

1637. Which 
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1637. Which is that ? 

With regard to the fisheries. 

1638. In particular cases only ? 

Yes, in particular cases. 

1639. But generally with respect to those three enactments passed at different 
times, each of which excepts from the operations of the constabulary those 
specified heads of service, do you think they might be all repealed? 

The whole of them. 

1640. Yes? 

I should think not. 

1641. Supposing it to be made a distinct part of the legal obligation and 
official duty of the constabulary to levy composition for tithes, or to enforce the 
laws with respect to game or rent, do you think the consequence of this duty 
being made obligatory by law would render the performance of those duties 
consistent either with the discipline of the constabulary, or the preservation of 
the public peace ? 

No ; I think it would render them extremely unpopular. 

1642. Earl of Wic/c/ow.'] Do you think it would be at all necessary to inter- 
fere with any of those Acts if it were, proposed to make use of the constabulary 
for the suppression of private distillation ? 

No ; it would be merely made an exception. 

1643. Chairman.] The object of the question was the following : if casting 
the enforcement of the distillery laws as a matter of legal obligation upon the 
constabulary, and as a part, of their regular duty, would reconcile the people to 
the enforcement of that law, why should not making it a part of their legal duty 
to collect rents or tithes, or to enforce the game laws, equally reconcile the 
people to that exercise, of the constable’s authority ? 

That becomes a question. 

1644. Viscount Canniruj.] Is there, not this difference, that in the case of the 
Excise laws, they are enforced for the collection of the revenue for the benefit of 
the whole country ; whereas if the constabulary were employed for the purpose 
of recovering rent or tithes, or even in respect to the game laws, it. would be 
considered to be a public force employed for the protection of private interests ? 

Certainly ; there is a very wide distinction. 

1645. Chairman.] Are you not aware that the gauger is an individual solely 
employed for the purposes of the public revenue ; and may I not appeal to your 
Scotch, as well as to your Irish experience to answer for the fact whether there 
is any officer that can be well named who in both countries has been more uni- 
versally unpopular than the gauger r 

Certainly. 

1646. You are aware that the temptation to which the Irishman is most 
disposed to yield, is the temptation of whisky ? 

I have heard so. 

1647. Do you not consider it a matter of very great and serious importance, 
to keep your well-disciplined force as much as possible out of that temptation ? 

Yes, certainly. 

1648. If it has been shown, that in the force with which you were originally 
honourably connected, namely, Her Majesty’s troops, their employment for 
the enforcement of the revenue laws, and for the suppression of illicit 
distillation, was found to be subversive of their military discipline, have you 
any great expectation of being able to protect the discipline of your own force 
if they were employed for such purposes, and exposed to like temptations ? 

There seems to be a great distinction. I think that any regiment, the best 
regiment in the army, were they dispersed in sixes and sevens over the country, 
as the constabulary force are, and exposed to the temptations that our people 
are actually exposed to, would fall into a state of absolute disorganization before 
the expiration of six months. 

(262. 6.) U 4 1649. But 
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1649. But in the case to which the question refers, so far from being so 
distributed in small posts and cantonments of sixes and sevens, they were only 
taken out under the command of their commissioned officer, and yet their 
service was found to be subversive of military discipline, regard being had to 
that fact, I now ask you whether there would not be a very great risk of 
bringing the constabulary within the reach of the same temptation ? 

I protest I do not see that ; at present I think the constabulary, if they 
chose, could get as much whisky as they could drink ; their duties are directed 
to inquiring after shebeen-houses, in seeing that public-houses are closed at 
the prohibited hours, and so forth ; their favour with the publicans would be 
very important to those publicans, and I am quite sure they might drink now 
as much whisky gratuitously as they liked ; and if those temptations do not 
very much injure their discipline, I cannot think their being employed as they 
would be in the performance of revenue duties, always under an officer, would 
lead to evils that do not occur when they are not under their officer’s superin- 
tendence. 

1650. Viscount Canning.] If it can be shown that the Revenue Police, who 
are habitually employed in the seizure of illicit spirits, are not impaired in their 
discipline by being put in the way of that temptation, may not it be fairly 
supposed that the constabulary force would be equally proof against the temp- 
tation ? 

Certainly, if their discipline is not injured by it. 

1651. Chairman.] Have not cases come to your knowledge in which even 
the intercourse taking place in the performance of the official duties of the 
constabulary, in connexion with the licensed houses, has led to very great abuse, 
rendering it necessary to move, or, in some instances, to break up constabulary 
parties in Ireland ? 

I cannot recall to my recollection at this moment any case of that kind ; but 
no doubt, as almost our only offence is drunkenness, such cases must have 
occurred. 

1652. Do you recollect a case in the west of the county of Limerick, in the 
village of Foynes, in which not only was this intercourse proved to have existed, 
but a licensed publican, in order to defeat an investigation, most properly 
established under your authority, passed a whole night in forging documents to 
protect the constables charged, and thus deceive the constabulary authorities 
sent by you to carry on the inquiry ? 

Yes, I have a vague recollection of that case. 

1653. It is part of the constabulary duty, I believe, to detect the shebeen- 
houses, and to punish the keepers of them ? 

Yes. 

1654. Is that duty very perfectly performed ? 

I do not think it is, and 1 fear that its not being so, arises from the supine- 
ness of the constabulary, and also from what I conceive to be the defects of the 
law upon the subject. 

1655. Do you not think that that partly arises from the indisposition on the 
part of the constabulary to meddle with as much zeal in an offence, which they 
consider connected with the revenue, as they would in any offence connected 
with the suppression of crime ? 

Certainly. 

1656. Do not the constables, practically speaking, look upon themselves as a 
superior and a better conditioned force than the Revenue Police force ? 

I have heard they do. 

1657- ^ ou have also stated that that neglect of the shebeen-houses duty 
arises from the other cause which you have described as a defect in the existing 
law ? 

Yes. 

1658. Can you tell me in what respect the law, in your judgment, is defective, 
and how it could be amended ? 

At present, before any step can be taken, information on oath must be lodged 

before 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



ON EXTENDING THE FUNCTIONS OP THE CONSTABULARY IN IRELAND. 1G1 

before a magistrate, who issues his warrant to the Sub-Inspector of the district, M jor-Cenerai 
and to him only, to search with his assistants the house in question, between ^ lr J) - MGreyor. 
sun-rise and sun-set; but the Sub-Inspector maybe 30 miles away from the th jHT~i8<' 

shebeen-house ; he may be on duty at the time, and be absent for days together ; ' 

and therefore his coming 30 miles to search for spirits in this unlicensed house, 
will in general be useless. Besides, i am told that the keepers of those houses 
very seldom or never use: spirits of illicit distillation, but Parliamentary spirit, as 
it is called, which cannot therefore be seized. The next thing he. has to look 
to is the quantity of spirits, which I understand very seldom exceeds that which 
is allowed in a private dwelling, viz., two gallons, I believe, so that the officer is 
defeated hi that way. To the regular constabulary of the district, who are well 
known, the shebeen-house keepers will not sell spirits ; neither will they sell to 
strangers, unless they be introduced by a friend, and, consequently, not to the 
detective policemen, who have been sent from other districts, for the purpose of 
pressing the sale ; but though it be generally admitted to be extremely difficult 
to get a conviction, yet, in some districts, where the officers and men are zealous, 
they have put down vast numbers of those houses, which re -appear, however, 
with extraordinary rapidity, because even the penalty of 2 1., occasionally 
imposed, is a mere nothing in comparison with the profits derived from this 
illegal traffic. 

1659. Supposing that no Excise licenses and no duty upon spirits existed, 
do you think that for the primary purpose of the constabulary itself, namely, the 
prevention of crime, it would he indispensable, to enforce by law the visitation 
of all houses where spirituous liquors were sold? 

I think no law too stringent can he enacted against those houses, because, 
independently altogether of the fiscal question, it is well understood that it is 
most frequently in them that the disaffected meet ; they assemble at houses 
when they cannot remain in the licensed public-houses, which are closed at 
1 1 o’clock every night ; but they may sit up all night in one of those houses, and 
we have reason to think many of the most atrocious crimes have been concocted 
in those, places. 

1660. Viscount Canning.'] Still, though it would be desirable, for the sake of 
preserving the peace, to put down such houses, the punishment that is inflicted, 
and the law under which that punishment is suffered, is an Excise punishment 
and an Excise law ? 

Yes. 

1661. And to that extent the constabulary, in enforcing the law, are acting 
in aid of the Excise laws ? 

Quite so. 

1662. Chairman.] I)o you consider that an uniformity of system amongst your 
different stations and the whole of your force is a matter of very considerable 
importance for the due administration of your functions, and for the satisfaction 
of the men ? 

I think so, in a thousand ways. 

1663. Does not it facilitate, your transfer of large detachments from one part 
of Ireland to another ? 

Yes. 

1664. Do you not sometimes find it necessary, .and useful for the preservation 
of the discipline, of your corps, to change the stations, and transfer different 
corps from one district to another ? 

Yes ; and to the depot in Dublin, to be further instructed. 

1665. The fact being that illicit distillation prevails, almost exclusively, in 
particular counties, if the whole of those duties were cast upon the constabulary 
in general, would not the duties cast upon the constables in counties noted for 
distillation in Donegal, for example, be. totally of a different description from the 
duties cast upon the constables in the county of Kildare, and the county of 
Meath, where illicit distillation does not exist ? 

! As far as illicit distillation is concerned, no doubt the constables there would 
be acquainted with a part of their duties, which they were ignorant of in 
other counties. 

(262.6.) X 1666. Do 
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1666. Do you not consider that the duties which the constabulary would have- 
to discharge would be very different and much more onerous, if, when moved from 
Meath to Donegal, in addition to all the duties which they were accustomed 
to perform in preserving order and the public peace, there were cast upon them 
in the illicit distillery counties the duty of enforcing the revenue laws, and 
still-hunting in the mountains ? 

I thought it was understood that the ordinary police in those counties until 
illicit distillation should be put down would be increased. 



1667- I assume the numbers to have been increased; still for such a service 
performed, as necessarily it is, at night, and in the mountains where the illicit 
distillation is carried on, would not the work of the constabulary, in those 
counties where the illicit distillation prevailed be much heavier than in those 
counties where it did not prevail ? 

If additional duties were imposed, it is possible that what your Lordship sug- 
gests might be the effect ; but it is also probable that it might not ; because if 
certain duties requiring the exertions, say of 200 men, were to be so increased as 
to demand an augmentation of 100 men, I presume the increased duties might 
be so divided amongst the 300, as not to be more onerous than the usual duties, 
were upon the 200 men. 



1668. That is, assuming that the number was increased in proportion as the 
duties were augmented ? 

Yes. 



1669. Therefore that quotient of the duty, divided by the numbers would 
remain the same ? 

Yes. 



1670. Have you any doubt whatever that the revenue duties would be more 
laborious and more repugnant to the constabulary than the duties they are now 
called upon to perform ? 

Certainly. 

1671. Then do you not consider that the constable stationed in Donegal 
would not have so good and desirable a berth as if he were left in Kildare or 
Meath ? 

Not if his duties only be taken into consideration. But where the men have 
much to do, they have also a greater chance of being rewarded. In Tipperary 
for example, where the police until recently had probably four or five times as 
much onerous duty to perform as in such a county as Londonderry, they were 
more frequently promoted, or otherwise rewarded ; and zealous officers and men 
selves aPPhed fOT SmdCe in Tipperar y for the Purpose of distinguishing them- 



t m ,? e c f 6 hme P ut > were not the duties m Tipperary and in 

J^ndonderr^altliough they might differ greatly in their pressie and weight, 
still duties of the same character, hemg those of the maintenance of the public 
peace l r 

Yes. 



1673. Earl of Wicklow.] In the early part of your evidence you stated that 
you experienced much greater difficulty now in getting proper persons to fill 
the vacancies m the constabulary than you formerly had in Ireland ? 

Yes. 



16/4. And you added, that there was a feeling of repugnance on the 
t °1 the constabulary to performing those revenue duties ; do you not 
think that under those circumstances you might increase very much the diffi- 
culty of obtaining recruits to the force if this additional duty were imposed 
upon it? J r 

That is my fear ; that is one of the risks I have alluded to. 

1675. Do you not consider that a very serious risk? 

I trunk it is serious. 

1676. Viscount Canning .] Supposing that it were ascertained that the diffi- 
culty experienced by the Revenue Police in recruiting their forces is not increased 

more 
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more tlian the difficulty which you find in recruiting yours, might not it Major-General 
he fairly argued that you would still be. able to recruit your force as easily as at Sir D - M‘Grego>\ 
present, though you might impose upon them those revenue duties ? ' h j^~ gr 

F Yes; if the revenue authorities find it necessary to have men of the same ~ 7 1 11 y 1 53 ‘ 
character, and education, and height, as those forming the constabulary, and 
who appear to be indispensable to the efficiency of our force : I know’ not 
whether it is necessary to test recruits for the Revenue Police in reading and 
writing to dictation, as in the constabulary : hitherto they have been satisfied 
with men of lower stature than those in the constabulary police. 

1677. Eai’l of Wicklow .] I presume, taking all those circumstances, par- 
ticularly that last which 1 have alluded to, into consideration, when you say 
that, notwithstanding you have changed your opinion, and have been led by the 
opinion of others to the conclusion, that the force under your command might 
he so applied ? 

Yes ; because they assure me, and I am very anxious to believe in so desirable 
a fact, that though we should be oppressed at first, yet in a short space of time, 
illicit distillation would be so subdued, that such duties would be greatly 
diminished, if they did not altogether cease. 

1678. Chairman.'] If the question were, put to you, both upon your own know- 
ledge, and upon the information that you have received, supposing it to rest 
solely upon your own judgment, with a view to the discipline of your own corps, 
and with a view to the discharge of their primary duties of keeping the peace, 
which would you recommend as a system, that you should be charged with your 
own exclusive duties, the revenue duties being left to a revenue body, responsible 
to a revenue authority, or that those duties should be amalgamated and cast 
upon the constabulary ? 

I should certainly decide in favour of our being left as we are. 

1679. Viscount Canning.] At the same time, assuming that the Government see. 
advantage and economy in requiring the constabulary to undertake revenue 
duties in addition to those they now perform, you are not prepared to say that 
the risk of weakening the force of the constabulary, as conservators of order, 
would be very great, or that the danger of impairing them discipline would be 
very great, if the Government were to decide upon following that course ? 

No ; if the present strength of the Revenue Police be deemed unequal to the 
increased duties that may be placed on them, and the Government decide upon 
following the course referred to, I think the risk is worth running for so im- 
portant an object ; and this I can say, that the officers of the force, at least, 
and I would fain hope the men also, whatever their sentiments may be on the 
subject, will most zealously co-operate with me in endeavouring to fulfil the 
wishes of the Government. 

1680. Then, if 1 understand rightly, your objection would amount to this, 
that your force being now in a very high state of discipline and efficiency, 
the. officers of it having every reason to feel proud of the men under their com- 
mand, they would prefer, as a matter of choice, that no change should take 
place, either in the organisation or the duties of the force, and that the force 
should remain as it at present exists r 

Yes, that is the. feeling : many of them, those, who think otherwise, are of 
opinion, that, for the benefit of the country, we ought to undertake those duties, 
in the discharge of which, they see no risk whatever ; but I express my doubts on 
the subject. 

1681. Your own feeling is rather that it will be better to leave well alone, 
than to run any, even though it be a slight risk ? 

I consider, that if illicit distillation could be put down by any other means, I 
would rather that we were not called upon to have anything to do with it. 

1682. Chairman.] Therefore, the. inference, you raise is, whether the. altered 
system of amalgamation would or would not be effectual in putting down illicit 
distillation ? 

Yes. 

1683. That is the whole ground of it? 

Yes. 
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1684. Earl of Wicklow.] Do you conceive this proposed alteration can take 
place by order of the Government without an Act of Parliament ? 

I presume it cannot ; we are expressly prohibited by law at present from 
interfering. 



The Witness is directed to withdraw. 



Ordered, That this Committee he adjourned to Friday next, 
at One o’clock. 
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LORDS PRESENT: 



Earl of Wicklow. Lord Stanley of Aldeiley 

Viscount Canning. Lotd Monteagle of Brandon. 

Lord Dk Tablet. 

THE LORD MONTEAGLE of Brandon in the Chair. 



JOHN MULLARCHY is called in, and examined as follows : 

1685. Chairman. ] IN which force are you ? 

The constabulary force. 

1686. Viscount Canning .] What office do you hold in the constabulary force? 

I am first head constable. 

1687. Have you held that office a long time ? 

Twenty-one years and three months. 

1688. What grade did you formerly fill ? 

That of sub-constable. 

1689. In what part of the country are you now quartered ? 

Castlebar, in county Mayo. 

1690. In what other parts of the country have you been ? 

. J served a year and 10 months in Loughrea, in the county of Galway ; I served 
m the Kilrush district in the county of Clare, 14 years, and five years in 
Castlebar. 

1691. How many men have you under your authority ? 

At present I have 20 men in the town of Castlebar, and there are somewhere 
about 48 men in the district. 

1692. In the town of Castlebar is there any officer stationed who is in higher 
authority than yourself ? 

Ihere are two, a county inspector and a sub-inspector. 

1693. What should you say of the present condition of the constabulary force 
in Ireland, so far as you are acquainted with it ; is it satisfactory and efficient ? 

It is. 

1694. Has it improved since you have been a member of it? 

Very much so. 

1695. What should you say of the feeling of the population towards you as a 
body ? 

At present the feeling is exceedingly good. 

1696. Have you ever known it otherwise during the time you have been in the 
service ? 

I have ; at the time the Terryalt system prevailed in Clare there was a bad 
reeling against us by a great many people who were punished through our means ; 
but the people now find we are their best friends, and we are on very excellent 
terms with them. 
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1697. Is the part of the country in which you are quartered a district in which 
offences against the peace are prevalent ? 

Not very prevalent ; occasionally offences are committed. 

1698. Do you happen to know whether it is a part of the county of Mayo in 
which offences against the Excise Laws are prevalent? 

It is. 

1699. Can you of your own knowledge state what is the force of the Revenue 
Police stationed in and about Castlebar ? 

I can; there are 14 men and an officer in Castlebar, and 14 men and an officer 
at Pontoor. 

1700. What distance is that from Castlebar ? 

Ten miles ; then there are 14 and an officer at Newport. 

1701. That is about the same distance ? 

About the same distance; 14 and an officer in Ballina, Tirawly. 

1702. It is not the habit, I believe, of the force with which you are connected, 
to assist in any way the Revenue Police in the prosecution of their duties ? 

Not exactly to assist the Revenue ; but we have undertaken to punish parties 
for selling whisky, not being duly licensed. I have done so myself. 

1703. You allude to the shebeen houses ? 

Yes. 

1704. Have you done so in many instances yourself ? 

I have had 20 convictions within the last 12 months. 

1705. Chairman.'] You have spoken of this duty of suppressing the shebeen 
houses as assisting the Revenue Police ; are you not aware that the suppression of 
shebeen houses is given especially in charge to the constabulary as part of their 
own duties? 

We have had very strict orders to pay strict attention to the suppression of 
them. 

1706. Viscount Canning.] Do the men in your force feel any disinclination to 
act upon that duty, namely, the suppression of the shebeen houses, as partaking 
of a duty connected with the revenue rather than with the preservation of the 
peace ? 

I never knew any feeling of the kind ; we have a very strong circular with 
regard to that, and strict orders, and we comply with any orders we get ; and we 
take no notice of the revenue at all in the matter : it is a duty imposed upon us. 

1707. Chairman.] Within your own neighbourhood and your own knowledge, 
are there not a considerable number of shebeen houses which escape you, and 
which are still kept open for the sale of spirits ? 

There is no doubt of it ; when on patrol at night we have the licensed publi- 
cans under our control; we get them to close their houses at 11 o’clock at night. 
When we get to those shebeen houses, they know that we are about at that hour, 
particularly on the streets, and they close the doors, at the same time that there 
may be fully 40 to 50 or 60 parties drinking in their houses, and when we rap 
at the door they will ask, “ Who are you ? ” and so on, and when we say, “ The 
constabulary,” they will tell us, “ We have only lodgers.” We are kept out of 
those shebeen houses in this sort of way about a quarter of an hour, until they 
can have time toput the whisky jugs and glasses, and all those sort of things aside, 
and then we go in, and I ask the people, “ What is keeping you here till this hour 
of the night,” and they say, “ We are lodgers ; ” and it is in that way they have 
escaped. I have a very particular eye upon that description of people. 

1708. Viscount Canning.] Do you find that the performance of that du ty tends 
to make the constabulary at all unpopular amongst those upon whom it has to be 
exercised ? 

It does not make us at all unpopular, unless with the lower orders of the people, 
because no person keeps a shebeen house unless a person of low character, 1 might 
say ; but the well-disposed wish those places to be done away with, and particu- 
larly the licensed publicans. 

1709. But 
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1709. But one result of the good terms upon which the constabulary are with 
the population is, that they frequently obtain information in regard to any breaches 
of the peace that may be going on or contemplated, that they could not obtain if 
they were on bad terms with them ? 

if there is an outrage against life or property, or anything like that, we would 
<ret information from the respectable portion of the community ; but as regards 
illicit distillation or those poteen houses, we should get no information from any 
one, because, though it is depriving the revenue of what it is entitled to, no 
parties, whether respectable or otherwise, feel inclined to give information on that 
head ; they take it as a matter of course. 

1710. Chairman. "J They do lot consider it amoral offence ? 

They do not consider it a moral offence. 

1711. Viscount Canning.] The useful information the constabulary obtain, is 
obtained more from the respectable part of the population than from those who 
frequent shebeen houses ? 

It is. Sometimes we may get information from an inferior person, or a person 
of bad character, but if you did get information from him, he would be expecting 
something for it which we could not give ; at the same time we might get the 
information from him, and make use of it. 

1712. Chairman.] You mean by something from you, some pecuniary reward? 

Yes ; 1 mean that. 

1713. Viscount Canning .] From your knowledge of the country in which you 
live, what should you say was the character of the people who are engaged in illicit 
distillation ? 

They are small fanners ; perhaps parties having from six to eight and ten acres 
of land. 

1714. Should you class them amongst the people who frequent the shebeen 
houses of that lower order ? 

I do class them as such. 

1715. Therefore, it may be inferred, that in the way of information as regards 
breaches of the peace or any outrage that may be contemplated, you do not 
obtain much information from that class of people; those who are engaged in 
illicit distillation, that is ? 

No. 

1716. So that any measure which in the execution of the orders of the Govern- 
ment you might be called upon to take against those engaged in illicit distillation, 
would not tend to cripple your means of obtaining information? 

It might in one respect ; at present, there is no doubt we get useful information 
from the respectable portion of the community, and occasionally from the other 
class; but 1 think if it were known wc were identified with the revenue in this 
duty, and that we gave them information, it would certainly injure the service. 

1717. They would look upon you as informers? 

I think so. 

1718. Chairman.] The illicit distillation and the kindred offence of malting, is 
chiefly in the country, in the mountains ? 

1719. And many of the farmers in the country have an interest in carrying it 
on, notoriously ? 

They have. 

1720. Leaving out of account the legal offence of illicit distillation, are not 
many of those farmers who so connive at the practice of distillation, of the 
respectable class of the community ? 

Some are ; many of them are. 

1721. If your force, whose efficiency you have described, and the good feeling 
towards whom on the part of the people you have spoken of, were considered to 
be the administrators, the receivers and givers of information for revenue pur- 
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poses, do you think that those farmers who may be more or less connected with 
illicit distillation, would give you information as freely as they do now? 

I know they would not; I am satisfied they would not. 



1722. Viscount Canning.'] Supposing that your duty were not so much to give 
information respecting illicit distillation to the Revenue Police, but to act in 
suppressing it yourselves, thereby divesting you of the character of informers, 
and making you the ageuts of the Government for the enforcement of the revenue 
laws, do you think that in that case your means of obtaining information would 
be weakened r 

If that duty was imposed upon us, we may be for some short time unpopular 
with the people ; but I fearlessly say, if it were exclusively a duty imposed upon 
the constabulary, they would put a final stop to it in twelve months. We know 
every man in our district; we know the heads of every family in our district ; we 
know the members of the family ; we know the quantity of land he has, and we 
know every thing connected with him ; and if it were once known that the duty 
was exclusively placed upon us, they would give it up at once, because they could 
not carry it on without our knowledge. 

1723. Then assuming that you would succeed iu putting an end to illicit 
distillation in twelve months, do you think at the end of that twelve mouths your 
efficiency in regard to your ordinary and present duties of preserving the peace 
and keeping down outrage, would he in any degree weakened by having that new 
duty put upon you ? 

I should think so ; 1 will take the county I am quartered in. It is a very large 
county, the third largest iu Ireland ; there are only 280 constabulary, and they 
are detached in small parties through the county. For instance, if an outrage 
took place to night, the parties would come at once with information to the 
barracks, or we might hear of it and proceed at once to the spot, as we always 
do ; it might happen, if we had the other duties to perform, we might be on that 
duty at the time, and only one man in the barrack; it would interfere in that 
way ; I am only just thinking that it may be so. 

1724. That is, assuming that with those new duties put upon yon, your force 
was not increased or differently distributed from what it is at present ? 

If the force was increased, I think we could discharge the duty, but as it 
stands at present, it would he very difficult ; I think it would be injurious to the 
public peace at present to impose the duty upon us with the small force we have, 
and detached as they are through the county. 

1725. Should you anticipate any risk to your men from their having this new, 
and to a certain extent somewhat obnoxious duty put upon them in the event of 
their continuing to patrol, as they now do in small numbers ; in what number 
do your men patrol in that part of the county ? 

From three to four, but on market nights or on fair nights, more, four men 
and a constable ; I generally go myself with that number ; or I would suppose 
the head constable of any town goes with four or five or six men, as the case 
may be, on market or fair nights, and on every other occasion, three men. 

1726. Chairman. ] How many men, on an average, are there in each of your 
parties ? 

Four men and a constable in the out-stations. 

^ n - out " sta tions how is it possible that four men and a constable 
should furnish the means of a patrol consisting of five, and protect their barrack 
during absence ? 

They do. 



1728. Who is kept in barrack ? 

There is a barrack orderly left in the barrack. 



17-29. 1 understood you to say there were four men and a constable, and that 
the party thus consisting of five, the patrol consisted of four men mid a con- 
stable ? 

I meant the head-quarters of the district, where 1 am quartered myself; in 
country stations they can send no more than three out. 



1730. And that probably would be the 
where illicit distillation is most carried on ? 



case in 



those parts of the country 



It 
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It is in those parts. John Mullarchy. 

1731. Assuming that state of the arrangement of the constabulary to continue, 29 th July 1853 . 

do you think that in the event of your having that new duty put upon you, 

there would be any risk to your men in the event of your having to patrol in 

small bodies of three or four at night in those districts ? 

Suppose they happen to meet with illicit distillation going on, or that they 
attempted with three men to make a seizure, I know there would be risk then. 

1732. Do you think there would be risk, setting aside the case of illicit dis- 
tillation being discovered, of wanton and unprovoked attacks on the part of those 
who owed your men a grudge, in consequence of their having interfered with 
their distilling ? 

I think not. 

1733. The danger would, in your opinion, only arise in the event of a very 
small number of police, such as has been described, attempting to execute a duty 
manifestly beyond their force ? 

Yes. 

1734. Chairman.'] Can you tell us what the constabulary force is at present in 
the county of Mayo ? 

Two hundred and ciglity-four I think it is. 

1735. And in how many stations? 



1736. By the official return made from the Board of Excise and laid before 
the Committee, it would appear that in the county of Mayo there are 20 officers 
of Revenue Police, and 130 men, making 150, who are exclusively employed in 
those revenue duties. From your knowledge of the constabulary force in Mayo, 
if it were charged exclusively with those revenue duties in addition to their own, 
is it your opinion that it would require an augmentation ? 

I know it would. 

1737. To what extent do you think it would require augmentation? 

I think there ought to be a constable and eight men in each out-station if that 
duty were imposed upon them. 

1738. Do you think the number of stations ought to be augmented as well as 
the number of men at each station ? 

As far as my experience goes, 1 would sooner strengthen the parties, and leave 
the stations as they are ; I would have more confidence in having a strong party 
going on such duty as that with me. 

1739. You think that the success of your experiment would be very much 
dependent upon your having the strength with you that would render resistance, 
if it took place, unavailing? 

Yes, if we went on any duty, even as we stand at present, and if we were 
repulsed or disappointed, that would have a very bad eflect ; it might embolden 
others to have recourse to a similar course of resisting us again, and my principle 
would be to always have a strong party, to insure success, and give them no such 
opportunity of resistance. 

1740. Is not the result of your experience with respect to fairs and places 
where riots are apprehended the same, that it is expedient to go with a command- 
ing force, that will render resistance unavailing ? 

It is. 

1741. That is the principle upon which you have gone ? 

Yes. 

1742. And do you not think that the principle of the application of a com- 
manding force and success has been one of the causes that has contributed 
ultimately to increase the moral strength that is felt by you ? 

Yes ; when our service was in its infancy, we did not attend fairs, and very 
many persons have been murdered, and consequently serious outrages took place ; 
we attended the fairs then, and have brought them to that extent of order, that 
Very few outrages take place. 
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1743. Is not the following your general course, and if it is, will you tell the 
Committee what has been its result ; if there be riots or disturbance, do you not, 
where you have a small force, note down the names of the rioters and their 
residences, come and summon them to the following petty sessions, rather than 
interfering by force, when it is possible that you might not be successful ? 

That is the course we adopt. 

1744. Do you not think that course is prudent and effectual, and prevents a 
great number of violent collisions, that would be dangerous to the constabulary 
themselves as well as to the public peace? 

I do; I have recourse to that very system you describe now; on several occa- 
sions 1 have found it effectual ; when parties see you, though they may be fighting 
they see you take their names ; in fact, that has the effect of deterring them ; they 
know they will be brought before a magistrate, and punished. 

1745. How would that mode of proceeding be applicable in respect to the 
seizure of stills and spirits, and of malt ; if those implements of illegal practices 
are not seized upon the moment by force, should you have any great expectation 
of finding them, or of compelling the people to produce them at a subsequent 
day? 

If you do not succeed in taking them on the spot, I think there would be some 
difficulty in finding them afterwards. 

1746. In your own knowledge, are they not very moveable ? 

They are. 

1747. And is not there such a fellowship throughout the country with respect 
to the distilling of the -produce of the land, that every man in the country would 
be anxious to carry the still and implements off, to conceal them and baffle the 
constabulary or the Revenue Police the next day ? 

No doubt of it ; I have seen the Revenue Police out on duty myself, and a 
man going with a still in his hand ; that is the head of it, and lie was met ; 
there was a line of people, the one would meet the other and relieve him, and 
carry it two or three miles along the country, so that the man was regularly 
relieved till they got it out of the sight of the Revenue Police altogether ; he was 
relieved by about 20. 

1748. Earl of Wicklow. 1 Did you see that yourself? 

I saw that myself. 

1749. In fact, then, if your force had orders to interfere in that case, you could 
have stopped it ? 

This is a casual thing. 

1750. I speak of that particular case supposing your force had instructions 
to interfere where they could in aid of the Revenue Police in a case of that kind, 
you might have been successful ? 

They might not. When he was met in the manner I have described, a fresh 
man came up to the man that was tired, and made off, and so he might have suc- 
ceeded in getting away from us. 

1751. Chairman.'] That organization would have defeated your object, unless 
you had had a similar organization to meet it with ? 

Yes. 

1752. Have you, in the county of Mayo, or anywhere else, had opportunities 
of seeing the conduct of the people in respect of wrecked ships or smuggled goods, 
tobacco, and other foreign goods, or spirits, or anything of that kind, brought in ? 

I have had several opportunities of judging of that : when a vessel comes into 
port by stress of weather or otherwise, the inhabitants about that coast fancy that 
the property of that vessel belongs to them, and they do make attempts at 
plunder. 

1753. Is there not a very great difficulty in interferring effectually in cases like 
that, from the fact that the offence is one which the people of the country, per- 
verted, no doubt, in their judgment, do not consider to be criminal or immoral ? 

They do not consider it to be a criminal offence. 

1754. And if, in cases of that description, your force possessed the authority 
to act and suppress the illegal act, and to take the property whatever it might be, 

that 
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that was the object of plunder, do you not think it would be taken up the country j u ] in Mullarchy. 

by the people, and dispersed at once, and all traces of it be inevitably lost ? 

I am satisfied it would. 29th July 1853. 

1755. Viscount Canning.] This organization on the part of the illicit distiller 
tells as much now against the success of the Revenue Police, as it would against 
the success of your body, if the duty was put upon you ? 

This was only one solitary instance I have described ; but I know it is the case 
on various other occasions. But I am of opinion that if the duty is exclusively 
imposed on the Irish constabulary, they would put a final stop to it in a short 
time. 

1756. And so far as your district is concerned, you think that an addition to 
your force, to the extent of placing eight men upon every now existing station, 
would enable you to accomplish that ? 

I am satisfied of that. 

1757. What additional number would that give? 

That would give three men additional to the parties now quartered there. There 
are four men and a constable in each out-station now, and by adding three men 
more to each station, that would make eight men and a constable. 

1758. How many out- stations are there? 

There are six out-stations in the district of Castlebsir. 

1759. Chairman .] Do you know how many there would be in Mayo? 

I do not. 

1760. There are 40 stations in the county of Mayo ? 

Yes, 40, I believe. 

1761. Viscount Canning.] And those 49 stations, are they all stations which 
would require that addition of three, as you propose ? 

There are some of those stations head quarters of the district ; so that, I believe, 
there are nine districts in the county ; that would be adding to it 27 ; the head 
quarters of the district would not require the reinforcement. 

1762. Chairman.] You think they are strong enough already with their pre- 
sent strength ? 

I think, to make the force efficient, and to meet those things, if the duty were 
imposed on them, they do require three men in a station, taking the men at head 
quarters and out-stations on the average. 

1763. Viscount Canning .] Then, one way and the other, the necessary increase 
in the county of Mayo, in your opinion, would be about 150 ? 

Yes. 

^ 1764. Chairman.] Would that be of men only, or would there be a propor- 
tionate increase, wanting of officers ? 

No ; I think the officers would discharge the duties as they do at present, without 
an increase. 

1765. Can you inform the Committee what the difference of pay, if any, may 
be between the. Revenue Police and the constabulary ? 

The constabulary have different grades : when first a man joins the consta- 
bulary he has only 24 1. a year; after the first 12 months, if his conduct is good, 
and there arc no complaints against him, he gets 27/. 10 s. ; then the Revenue 
Police have 10 s. 6 d. a week ; but their pay is as good as that of the constabulary, 
for they are allowed for seizures and rewards, and things of that kind ; that makes 
£heir pay better than the constabulary, in fact. 

1766. Viscount Canning.] Should you say, generally speaking, that the cha- 
racter of the men from which the two forces are recruited, is pretty much the 
same? 

I consider that the constabulary are the more respectable parties ; very many 
.come to get into the constabulary ; they are not fit ; they are not found eligible ; 
then, as a resource, they go, and are admitted into the Revenue Police ; parties have 
been admitted into the Revenue Police who were illiterate, that is, not educated ; 
that is never the case in the constabulary ; the parties who are admitted into the 
Irish constabulary must be recommended by magistrates and gentlemen, and by 
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the clergy of the parish, and must he able to read and write well, and be of good 
intelligence. 

1767. Chairman.'] When you refer to the time when you say the Revenue 
Police were not illiterate, you refer to the time before they were reformed under 
Colonel Brereton ? 

Yes. 

1768. Since then you are aware the regulation is the same with respect to 
requiring a certain amount of literary education in both services ? 

It i9 ; they do not admit them without they know how to read and write well. 

1769. Then you are clear upon this, that, generally speaking, a young and 
qualified man is more desirous of getting into the constabulary than he is of 
getting into the Revenue Police ? 

Yes. 

1770. Does not your force look upon itself as a superior force to the Revenue 
Police ? 

It is considered more respectable, even by the public, and of course by 
ourselves. f J 

1771. Do you not think that that arises in a great degree from the nature of 
the duties which you are called upon to perform as compared with the duties 
which they are called upon to perform ? 

There is a great deal of difference certainly ; the public know that we have 
various duties to perform of very great importance ; we have life and property in 
our hands, I may say, and no doubt the importance of our duties may enhance us 
in public estimation. 

1772. Pursue the comparison, not only from the force generally of those who 
are subordinate to you and the privates, but of the higher class of the service • 
take your local Inspectors or your Sub -Inspectors, or your County Inspectors, or any 
of your officers, do they, do you think, or the supervisor and gauger, stand best 
in the public opinion and good-will of the people ? 

The County Sub-Inspector much more so. 

1773. It is quite a different thing ? 

Quite a different thing altogether. 

1774. Do you not think that that arises a good deal from the duties which the 
constabulary have to perform, being, generally speaking, duties in which all the 
well-disposed people of the country, and the great mass of persons who may be 
classed amangst the most intelligent, feel that they have a general interest, causing 
thfun to wish well to the body that protects their life and property ? 

1775. Do you think anything of that kind does exist, or will exist, in any of 
the counties where distillation prevails, in favour of the men whose sole duty is 
forcibly to suppress a practice which is profitable to the groat number of the 
people, and which is not considered to be a breach of the moral law, of the law 

I certainly think not. 

1776. You have got, I believe, a Preventive Custom-house establishment or 
coast guard in Ireland ; have you seen some of those men at different places in 
Ireland r 

The coast guard is very popular in Ireland; but they merely protect the coast, 
and it is only once in ten years, perhaps, they do anything at all. 

■ 17 E’, ?, f * e y seize a car 8’° °f smuggled tobacco, endeavoured to bo introduced 
into Killella Bay, or run up the river to Ballina, would the people have the same 
tooling against the seizing of the tobacco that they would have to putting down 
a still in which they are themselves engaged ? 

They would not, 1 know. 

1778 Viscount Canning.] But, to recur to the supposition that the duties of 
protecting the revenue laws, as well as protecting life and property, were put upon 
tile same forv_e, do you think it a necessary consequence that the force which you 
lave engaged in the execution of those general duties to protect the revenue laws, 

as 
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as well as the other laws of the land, would upon that account become unpopular 
with the people ? 

For the first five or six months they might be, and we should have a very 
onerous duty to discharge. At the time of the Terryalt system, they were 
unpopular, but when the people found we were doing what was right, and making 
good citizens of the people, we got on good terms with them, and it would be 
the same with the revenue laws ; when the people found it was a duty imposed 
upon us, and that we had to discharge it, though we might at first be unpopular, 
1 know we should get again on the same terms. 

1779. Do you not think that the people would learn from that, that it was the 
determination of the Government that the laws of the country, whether revenue 
laws, police laws, or laws for the protection of life and property, should be equally 
respected, and that obedience should be enforced to them by the same arm ? 

Yes, it is my opinion that they would ; and I think when it became generally 
known that that duty would be imposed upon us, that the people themselves 
would drop the system, because they would find that they could not carry it on 
without our knowledge. 

1780. Chairman.'] That arises altogether from your confidence in the discipline 
of your men, and in the acquiescence on the part of the people in your authority ? 

Yes, entirely. 

1781. You have had no experience yourself at any time in the enforcement of 
the whisky laws ? 

No experience ; but I know this, though perhaps it may be saying too much, 
that we have scarcely ever taken anything in hand and not accomplished it. 

1782. When you spoke of the Terryalt system, in the county of Clare, and 
stated that there was a certain degree of unpopularity attached to the constabulary 
in the first instance, which was afterwards overcome, were not many of the acts 
of the Terryalts practically a kind of internal conflict between the people of $he 
country and the farmers ; did they not attack and break down the fences, and 
drive away the cattle, and visit the farmers houses at night ? 

Yes, they did ; that was it. 

1783. Then your movement to suppress that Terryalt system was an unpopular 
movement to that class of the community that were engaged in the civil com- 
motion ? 

Yes, just so. 

1784. And that was a very numerous class? 

A very numerous class then. 

1785. In that instance you were called upon to perform unpopular duties ? 

Yes. 



1786. And you succeeded ? 
Yes. 



1787. And ultimately all classes in the community felt the duties upon which 
you had been engaged, and in which you had succeeded, were duties conducing 
to their own well-being and their interests ? 

There is no doubt of it. 



1788. Was not the property of the farmer rendered more secure by your ser- 
vices, and his means of prosecuting his own business as an agriculturist protected ? 
No doubt of it. 



1789. You have stated that ultimately it became the interest of all parties that 
you should have put down the Terryalt system ? 

Yes. 

1790. And it wan so felt, especially by the farming class of the country, whose 
interests were endangered ? 

Yes. 



1791. Then would the same effects be produced, if, in place of putting down 
the Terryalts, you had been putting down the illicit distillers, by whose exertions 
the farmers themselves were realizing a considerable increase of profit r 

I think it would, ultimately. ____ . , 

(262. 7 .) T 3 1792. And 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



John Mullarchy. 
agih July i353. 




174 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 



John Mullurchy. 
agth July 1853. 



1792. And that they would be satisfied with losing their profit, as the result 
of putting down illicit distillation ? 

I have seen a great deal of it in my boyhood, and I never knew a man carry 
it on yet to profit by it. 

1793. Viscount Canning .] Supposing, without putting upon your force the 
duty generally of suppressing illicit distillation, they were called upon to aid, 
more than they now do, the Revenue Police in that duty, is there any manner 
which you can point out in which, without impairing their own popularity and 
efficiency, they might contribute to it ? 

I do not know of any way they could contribute at present to their assistance 
more than they have done already in regard to protecting those persons keeping 
licensed houses, and so on. 

1794. Supposing they were called upon to escort prisoners taken by the Revenue 
Police, and sent to gaol by the magistrates, and to hand them on from one station 
to another, till they reached the county town gaol, that would be a relief to the 
Revenue Police, and do you think it would at all interfere with the discharge by 
your force of their duties ? 

I do not think it would much interfere with our duty, because the prisoners 
would be escorted from station to station ; to pass them from one to the other 
would not be any serious inconvenience to us. 

1795. Chairman .] Are not the prisoners mainly who are sent to gaol now 
transmitted from the petty sessions, where the magistrates have inquired into the 
cases ? 

In many instances, where cases come on at petty sessions, parties may be 
remanded for further examination, and they are sent into Castlebar, probably for 
a week, and sent back again. 

1796. Still, the most part of the commitments to the county gaol go from the 
benches of the petty sessions ? 

The great majority. 

1797. You are aware that a great portion of the revenue prisoners are convicted 
by the magistrates at ordinary petty sessions ? 

The majority are. 

1798. Would there be any difficulty, then, when you had to transmit prisoners 
charged with civil offences against the peace, that your party should likewise 
transmit the revenue prisoners ? 

No difficulty. 

1799. Viscount Canning .] At present you are not authorized to take any notice 
of the conveyance of spirits, whether legal or illegal, along the road ? 

Just so. 

1800. Earl of Wicklow.'] Supposing you were patrolling, and you met a man 
with a couple of kegs on a horse, in the usual manner in which illicit spirits are 
carried through the country, should you think yourself justified in stopping and, 
inquiring into the nature of the matter he had ? 

I might consider myself justified in inquiring and asking questions; but 
I would not consider myself justified in seizing it. 

• ,®° ^ he admitted it was illegal spirits, you would not feel yourself 

justified m seizing it r 

No : a constabulary officer did make a seizure, and the opinion of the law 
officer of the Crown was taken on it, and he pronounced it an illegal act. 

1802. Viscount Canning.] Do you think that if you were authorized to seize 
it, m the event of its passing your barracks, or passing before a patrol of your 
men, and you were to act upon that authorization, would that tend to make you 
unpopular with the people at large, or to interfere in the discharge of your other 

I think it would ; in fact, my opinion is, that anything short of all the duties 
of the revenue being imposed upon us, would tend to lower 11 s in public 
estimation. 

fhdirman.] You would not apply that to the question of escorting 

That 
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That is the only exception ; I would find no inconvenience in that. John Mullarchy. 

1804. Earl of Wicklow.'] Supposing the number of Revenue Police to be 150 2gth 

in the county, if your force was augmented in those portions of the county where 1 

the private distillation is carried on, do you think that you would then be able 
to suppress it without any further aid from the Revenue Police? 

I do think so. 

1805. And without injuring your force, either in the opinion of the country, 
or in the performance of its other duties ? 

At first we might be a little unpopular, but I think it would wear away. 

1806. Chairman.] You are not acquainted with the state of the revenue laws, 
or the peculiar duties that are cast upon the Revenue Police, are you ? 

Not further than this ; I know that they are bound to go on duty four times in 
a week, and it is imperative on them to go four miles from their quarters. 

1807. You have just been asked a question with respect to stopping spirits in 
transit ; all the head officers of Revenue Police are, as you are aware, Excise 
commissioned officers, as well as police officers, and have to perform the duty of 
stopping a man who is carrying spirits, and looking at his permit. The officer 
so acting would know whether the permit was a legal permit or not ; and he 
would be able to ascertain whether it corresponded with the Act of Parliament; 
if he went into a mill, he would have the power of seizing the malt which was 
found in a place not registered or licensed, and he would have the power of 
seizing it if it was made contrary to law. Supposing you could put down illicit 
distillation as an offence (making it an offence), would you have the power of 
enforcing the revenue laws in their application to other matters, or have you any 
knowledge about the revenue laws at all ? 

I have not. 

1808. As far as any portion of those laws and those duties executed by the 
Revenue Police render necessary a knowledge of the revenue laws in their 
application, that would require to be added to the knowledge of your force, in 
order to make it equally efficient with the other force ? 

We should want a code ; that is all we should require. 

1809. I presume your people would have no difficulty in discriminating 
between the Parliament whisky and poteen ? 

1 know I should not have any difficulty, though there is a strong analogy 
between the scent of the old Scotch whisky and that of poteen ; but 1 could 
distinguish between them. 

1810. Viscount Canning.] You have no doubt, I suppose, that any experience 
and learning that the Revenue Police have been able to acquire in the execution 
of their duties, would be equally acquired by such men as form your force ? 

I think it would take us but a very short time to learn their duties. 

1811. Chairman.] You are aware of the class of persons that are now employed 
as the Lieutenant of the Revenue Police ? 

I am. 

1812. They are selected from the same persons as your own superior officers 
are ? 

They are gentlemen. 

1813. Well-educated men? 

Country gentlemen, and well educated. 

1814. Therefore, to compare the knowledge of the revenue laws which they 
have acquired with the knowledge to be acquired by your force, is to compare 
the knowledge that the superior officer, that is, the Lieutenant of Revenue 
Police, has acquired for the discharge of his duty, and to suppose that to be 
added to the knowledge acquired by your head constables and your superior 
officers, is not that the case 1 

Yes, it is. 

1815. It is not the mere knowledge that would be required by the sub-constable 
on the one hand, or the private in the Revenue Police on the other ? 

No. 

(262.7.) y 4 1816. It 
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1816. It is the knowledge required by the head of the force ? 

Yes. 

1817. Earl of Wiclclow.] Supposing the only additional duty placed upon your 
force was that of suppressing private distillation, or of preventing the increase 
of private distillation, do you think there is any further knowledge than that 
now possessed necessary to be acquired to enable you to perform that duty ? 

I do not think there is. 

1818. Viscount Canning .] You have expressed an opinion against the consta- 

bulary force being employed in support of the revenue laws in any other way 
than by having the whole duty put upon them ? J 

Yes. 

1819. What are the instructions under which you are at present acting in 

regard to the communicating of information, in case you have received any, 
respecting an illicit still ? * 

If we receive any information, we are bound to acquaint the next revenue 
officer of the information we have received. 

1820. Earl of JVicklow.] Have you that order now ? 

Yes. 

1821. Chairman .] Is that a written order ? 

It is a circular from Sir Duncan M‘ Gregor. 

1822. Viscount Canning.] When you say the next revenue officer, how is 
that done ? 

The person who gets the information reports ' it officially to the officer of his 
own district, and he communicates it to the next revenue officer. 

1823. For instance, supposing one of your men were to come off his patrolling, 
and to inform you that he had reason to believe a still was set up, or was going 
to be set up, in such and such a part of the mountains, what would be your course 
of action ? 

_ I would report it immediately to my officer, and he would report it from 
himself. 

1824. Your business individually is to report it only to your own officer ? 

Yes. 

. 1825 - Earl of JVicklow.] Then your own officer would report it at the same 
time to Sir Duncan M'Gregor, and to the revenue officer nearest to him ? 

That would be his duty. 

1826. To report both simultaneously? 

Yes. 

1827. Chairman.] You have not seen Lord Eliot’s letter of instruction upon 
this subject? 

No, I have not ; I think it is not imperative to report to the revenue officer, 
but to the Inspector-general. 

1828. Earl of Wicklow.] The practice is so ? 

Yes. 



1829. Viscount Canning .] Are you furnished with any printed forms to be filled 
up as the means of making a communication ? 

Yes. 



1830. Are those forms placed in the hands of every member of the force, or 
only 01 the officers ? 

In the hands of every officer, for the use of the officer himself. 



1831. Then to recur to the case of one of your men coming home to the barrack, 
and reporting that m patrolling he had found an illicit still, who would be the 
pCTson^to fill m the printed form ; would it be the man or yourself, or the superior 



The Sub-Inspector fills it in, receiving the information from the man, 

1832 And the inan himself is not cognizant of what is done with that form ; 
lie only knows he has given it to his own officer ? 

He 
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He answers to the printed form, and the officer writes his answer. 

1833. And the man’s business is done ? 

Yes, the man’s business is done. 

1834. Is it known, do you think, to the population that this is part of the duty 
of the constabulary ? 

I am satisfied it is not. 

1835. And you would regret its being known ? 

I would not wish it should be known, because it would have the effect of the 
people being more cautious, and would prevent us from receiving the information 
we might otherwise receive. 

1830. Chairman.’] You have drawn a general distinction in your evidence 
between undertaking on the part of the constabulary, with such increased force as 
the increased service might require, the whole of these duties, and your being 
brought in contact and in association with the present Revenue Police, and so 
becoming- eventually responsible for the execution of those duties? 

I have. 

1837. You approve of the one, and think it practicable ; the other you 
object to ? 

Yes, I do. 

1838. If your force were liable in any shape to be called out on revenue duties 
by revenue authority, or the Revenue Police were liable to be called out by con- 
stabulary authority, in the execution of your ordinary duties would that double 
and combined authority be injurious, in your opinion, to the discipline of your 
force ? 

I am satisfied it would ; that is my opinion. 

1839. Is it your opinion, that if the detachments of your force were liable to 
be taken up the mountains in aid of an Excise party, such practice would dis- 
organize your system of patrolling, deprive you of the means of knowing whether 
you could get assistance from one station or another, and render your corps, con- 
sequently, less efficient for the performance of their duties, and the protection of 
the public peace ? 

No doubt of it. 

1840. Are you not obliged, in cases where a particular part of a country is in 
a state of disorganization, to concentrate your constabulary force in the part where 
assistance is most required ? 

No doubt of it ; and during that time of disturbance the several out-stations 
used to patrol at night, and meet at a given point, where that Terryalt- system 
was carried on. 

1841. In the case of the county of Clare, at the time of the Terryalts, l 
believe the district about Kilrusli was comparatively tranquil, as compared with 
the district about Tulla ? 

Yes, it was. 

1842. We have had it given in evidence, that it is in the district round Kilrusli, 
and the wilder parts of the county, as well as the neighbourhood of Scariff, and 
the lakes there, that the illicit distillation has mainly prevailed in Clare ? 

It is so. 

1843. It is notin the neighbourhood of Ennis and Tulla that illicit distillation 
has prevailed ? 

No. 

1844. In the case of the disturbance you have spoken of were the constables 
not withdrawn to put down riot and confusion arising from the Terryalts, leaving 
the parts of the county exposed where illicit distillation was most likely to exist? 

Y es, they wore. 

1845. Have you, since you have been in Mayo, been called upon either to 
receive assistance from the constabulary of any neighbouring county, or to lend 
assistance to the county of Sligo, or any other of the neighbouring counties? 

W e have lent assistance for the collection of poor-rates and other duties in 
Sligo, and the Sligo men were sent to assist us at the elections. 

(202.7.) Z 1846. In 
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1846. Iii those cases were there any considerable number of constables brought 
in from Sligo to Mayo, or sent from Mayo to Sligo? 

Yes, a considerable number. 

1847. Supposing that the duties of enforcing the revenue laws had been con- 
fided to your corps in Mayo, and also to the corps at Sligo, and, if for the pur- 
pose of preserving the peace, you had greatly to lessen the constabulary in the 
one county or the other, how could the distillation duties be performed in your 
absence ? 

During the time that public duty was in the act of being performed, it could 
not be done; but, as I before mentioned, my opinion is, that if the duty be 
imposed on the constabulary, they would in a short time put a final stop to illicit 
distillation. 

1848. And they would put it down altogether, as you believe? 

I have no doubt they would. 

1849. Supposing it absolutely put down by the force of the constabulary, 
and that force of the constabulary afterwards lessened or removed, the interests 
of the farmer and the labourer being to distil, have you any expectation what- 
ever that your effort, however successful for a time, and whilst you were on 
the spot, would continue to be successful when your force was diminished or 
removed ? 

I have no reason to think so. 

1850. Have you ever had occasion, in the performance of your duty, to visit 
the gaol at Castlebar ? 

I have occasionally gone there. 

1851. Have you known instances in which that gaol has been greatly over- 
crowded, so much so, as to render the classification and the administration of the 
prison laws nearly impossible ? 

I do not know it from personal observation ; I have heard so. 

1852. Have you known this of your own knowledge, that the number of pri- 
soners in custody at any one time at Castlebar, a very large portion of them were 
prisoners charged with distillery and revenue offences ? 

I know that such has been the case. 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 



MAJOR-GENERAL SIR DUNCAN M'GREGOR and COLONEL ALEX- 
ANDER MACLACHLAN are called in, and examined as follows : 



Y ° U "* ^■ te Inspector- general 

Chief Inspector. 

1854. You succeeded Colonel Brereton ? 

Yes. 



1855. You had previously served in the Artillery corps ? 

And I am still serving in it ; I am still on the strength of the Artillery. 

trofff ' R t™“ P0l ! Ce ’ reorganization, has been all under the cou- 

XcatioiT? h ° °" ly haV ° “ ad artiUer y experience, but a Woolwich 
It is tine. 

iftheyj^/r Wa8tlle RCTenUe P ° liCe f ° rCe Wed ° Ver t0 ? 

taking 8 itsTommXI 1 “ “ ^ C °" ditiou J 011 found the cor ps on 7 ™ ™ de r- 
t0myj ' ud « ment ’ P rfect ’ “ d ke P‘ “ beau- 

Re™'eML i l y0 ' 1 n dl,t 2 at , a 7 tiTne t0 any of the out-stations of the 
Revenue Police as well as the depfit, executing the staff business in Dublin ? 

I visit 
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I visit every party in Ireland once every year. I have visited one-half of them 
this year, and shall see the remainder when I go back. 

1860. The number of those parties is now 72 ? 

Yes, 72, independently of the depdt. 

1861. Describe the paper you hold in your hand ; what is it? 

A statement of the present force of the Revenue Police in each county in 
Ireland, showing the stations, and the number of officers and men at each, and 
the estimated expense. 

1802. From that paper you will be able to inform us in how many counties in 
Ireland no Revenue Police force exists at all ? 

There are 16 counties, besides the depot in Dublin, that have Revenue 
Police. 

186*3. Take that number of 17 from the number of counties in Ireland, and 
tell us in how many counties there are Revenue Police parties stationed ? 

There would be 15. 

1864. Can you tell us the names of the counties in which no Revenue Police 
force has existed during your command of the force ? 

The following Paper was delivered in : 



RETURN of the Names and Number of Counties in Ireland in which there have been 
no Revenue Police Stations since my Appointment in April 1846. 

Province. 



1 Antrim 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- Ulster. 


1 Armagh - 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- Ulster. 


1 Cork 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- Munster. 


1 Down 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- Ulster. 


1 Kerry 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- Munster. 


1 Kildare 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- Leinster. 


1 Kilkenny - 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- Leinster. 


1 King’s 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- Leinster. 


1 Limerick - 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- Munster. 


1 Loath 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- Leinster. 


1 Meath 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- Leinster. 


1 Roscommon 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- Connaught. 


1 Waterford 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- Munster. 


1 Westmeath 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- Leinster. 


1 Wexford - 


- 




_ 


- 


- Leinster. 


1 Wicklow - 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- Leinster. 



Total - 16 

(signed) A. MaolaohTiAN, Colonel, 

London, 1 August 1853. Chief Inspector. 

1865. Will you tell us in the Province of Munster in how many counties you 
have a Revenue Police Force, and what the names of those counties are ? 

The following Paper was delivered in : 



RETURN of the Names and Number of Counties in the Province of Munster in which 
Parties of Revenue Police are stationed. 

1 Clare. 

1 Tipperary. 

Total - - - 2 Counties: 4 Revenue Police parties. 

(signed) A. Maclaohlan, Colonel, 

London, 1 August 1853. Chief Inspector. 

1866. Will you tell us in how many counties in the Province of Leinster 
there is a Revenue Police force, and what the names of those counties are ? 

(262. 7 .) z 2 The 



Major- General 
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The following Paper was delivered in : 

RETURN of the Names and Number of Counties in the Province of Leinster in which 
Parties of Revenue Police are stationed. 



29th July 1853. 



1 Carlow. 

1 Dublin Depot. 

1 Longford. 

1 Queen’s County. 



Total - - - 4 Counties : 5 Police parties, including Depot. 

(signed) A. Maclachlan, Colonel, 

London, 1 August 1853 . Chief Inspector. 

1867. Will you tell us what the number of stations is in Connaught, and where 
they are situate, and the same with respect to Ulster ? 



The following Papers were delivered in : 

RETURN of the Names and Number of Counties in the Province of Connaught in which. 
Parties of Revenue Police are stationed. 

1 Galway. 

1 Leitrim. 

1 Mayo. 

1 Sligo. 

Total - - - 4 Counties : 29 Revenue Police parties. 

(signed) A. Maclachlan, Colonel, 

London, 1 August 1853 . Chief Inspector. 



RETURN of the Names and Number of Counties in the Province of Ulster in which 
Parties of Revenue Police are stationed. 

1 Cavan. 

1 Donegal. 

1 Fermanagh. 

1 Londonderry. 

1 Monaghan. 

1 Tyrone. 

Total - - - 6 Counties : 34 Revenue Police parties. 

(signed) A. Maclachlan, Colonel, 

London, 1 August 1853 . Chief Inspector. 

1868. What class of persons are the Lieutenants and officers of your corps ? 

Always the sons of gentlemen in the country ; the situations are very much 

sought after. 

1869. More especially of late years you have had a good choice, and, there- 
fore, the means of getting the best officers ? 

They are all gentlemen, in fact, and I am very anxious to get them. 

1870. Has the conduct of the gentlemen filling those situations been, on the 
whole, respectable and satisfactory to you ? 

Very much so. 

1871. Viewing it in comparison with the conduct of the ordinary class of 
persons who join as subalterns of the line, do you think that there is any inferiority 
of the one class as compared with the other ? 

I think there is not that inducement to extravagance in the case of the officers 
of the Revenue Police, and, therefore, they very seldom get into scrapes. In the 
army, young people very often try to vie with their neighbours, and having no 
money, they fall into difficulties. 

1872. Though there may not be the same degree of “ esprit de corps ” among 
your officers, who are scattered at out-stations, as there would be in a regiment 
concentrated at head-quarters, is the conduct of the Lieutenants in your own 

corps 
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corps pretty much on a par with that of the young subaltern officers in scattered 
cantonments ? 

I think it is. 

1873. In respect to the character of the sub-officers and privates, are vou 
satisfied with their general conduct ? 

I am, very much so ; they are of a superior class to the army generally. If 
they get into any scrapes with us, they are dismissed, and they enter the army ; 
we have the pick of the country of their class. 

1874. Has there not been somewhat of an alteration in that respect since so 

many have emigrated, and since, amongst the labouring classes, there has been 
somewhat of an increased demand for labour ; have you as much facility in getting 
the very best men now as you had a few years ago ? & 6 

We have had no difficulty as yet ; I have not been obliged to diminish the 
standard, which is a sure proof of it ; but I am not sure that I shall not be obliged 
to do so. 

1875. Are you aware whether the constabulary have been constrained to lower 
the standard ? 

Y es ; and I suppose I shall be obliged ; but as yet I have not done it. 

1876. Viscount Canning .] Are your standards the same ? 

No ; the constabulary was 5 feet 8, and ours 5 feet 7 ; we get all those that 
are not tall enough for them from the same class of people. 

1877. Ch airman. 1 From what class mainly are you desirous of getting your 
recruits as privates ? 

From the class of the sons of small farmers, who own a few acres of land. 

1878. Do you make inquiry into the moral character of those persons, as well 
as their physical strength ? 

We do ; two gentlemen, or two magistrates, certify to their good conduct for 
the two preceding years. 

1879. And have not you the means of checking that certificate which is so 
rendered to you by local inquiries ? 

Of course we submit their application to the local officer, and he makes it his 
duty to investigate thoroughly whether that report is correct. 

1880. Does the system of report, as well as of visits made by yourself and by 
the local officers charged with the superintendence of parties— does the system of 
recording all the duties performed, that record being read over in the presence of 
the men, furnish you with the means of checking any attempt at fraud or con- 
cealment, and furnish effectual means of detecting abuse generally ? 

It does, as far it is possible ; but that does not apply to my visit, because that is 
only annual. The Revenue Police is divided into 18 divisions, of four parties 
to each division ; there is a superior officer in charge of those four parties, and he 
makes it his business to go round periodically once every three weeks, and he then 
reads the journal to each party on parade ; and if there is anything wrong in it, 
of course the men immediately object to it on the spot. 

1881. Can you give us the relative rate of pay of your service as compared 
with the constabulary ? 

Generally speaking, though the pay of my force is a little less than the pay of 
the constabulary, who have an advantage in their superannuation fund, yet my 
force have the advantage derived ft om the system of direct rewards in those 
localities where illicit distillation prevails. 

1882. Are not the officers of your force obliged to take out Excise commis- 
sions ? 

Yes; because they are liable to be called for by the magistrates. 

1883. To what classes of your officers or men are confided Excise commissions? 

There is one Inspector, who is in the office at Dublin with me ; there are nine 

Second Inspectors, nine Sub-Inspectors, 54 Lieutenants at stations, and 18 Sub- 
officers ; generally speaking, there is a commission Serjeant, one or two to each 
division, to enable them to perform the duty whenever any of the officers are 
unwell, which will occasionally happen. 

(262. 7 .) z 3 1884. You 
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1884. You may yourself have participated in the surprise described by your 
predecessor, Colonel Brerecon, when he found that it was necessary for a military 
officer also to hold an Excise commission ? 

Just so. 

1885. The holding of the Excise commission enables your officer, I believe in 

every respect to administer the functions of the Excise laws, employing his own 
men as assistants, applying, when he judges it expedient, to the magistrates 
calling for military help if needed; in short possessing all the powers given bv 
law to the Excise officers ? J 

It is the case. 

1886. Therefore, wherever evidence is required to be given on the part of the 

Excise department of any violation of the law, or where such violation is to be 
detected or punished, each of your officers holding an Excise commission is 
qualified to form a judgment on the case for his own guidance, to give the 
technical evidence to prove the case, and to administer the law in making detec- 
tion and seizure, thus carrying the law as fully into effect as if he was a surveyor- 
general, a collector’s supervisor, or other officer, and not a member of your 
revenue corps ? J 

Yes. 

1887 . In respect to those powers, which fortunately are less resorted to since the 
reform of your police corps, namely, taking out a writ of assistance, and em- 
ploying the military, if a case arose when additional help were required by the 
Revenue Police, could it be obtained except sought for by that corps in their 
capacity of Excise officers ? 

I am not aware how that is ; a writ of assistance has never been called for as 
such during the seven years that I have been in Ireland. 

1888. Have occasions for demanding military assistance been numerous since 
your appointment to the corps ? 

Never once to my knowledge. 

1889. Therefore, in dealing with the question of the cost of the present Revenue 

Police, it would not be just to the department to omit taking into account the 
amount of military assistance which has been dispensed with, and which it appears 
was very expensive ? r 

Since the year 1826 it has been dispensed with, I think. 

1890. Have you looked over the Adjutant-general’s orders, issued by the 
authority of Sir Edward Blakeney, in Ireland, regulating the aid that the military 
may be called upon to render lo the revenue officers and police ? 

I have. 

1891. By those regulations I believe that military officers in command are 
only justified in giving assistance for revenue purposes when it is demanded by an 
officer of that department P 

I consider those orders nearly obsolete since the establishment of the Revenue 
Police on its present footing. 

1892. Aou are aware that those orders were issued in the year 1846, and tliere- 
fore, in point of date, they are operative if the nature of the case required ? 

Yes. 

1893. To what do you allude in stating that they are obsolete ? 

Ii j our Lordship will look at the end of the book, you will see Mr. Sawrin’s 
name, and the year 1818. 

1894. How do you mean that these have become obsolete ? 

We are never called upon to act upon them. 

1895. You do not mean to say that the orders are inoperative, but that in 
practice they are rendered unnecessary by the existence of the Revenue Police? 

Yes. 

1896. Supposing the Revenue Police were abolished, those orders would still 
apply to the ordinary revenue officer ? 

Certainly. 

1897. He 
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1897. He might call out tlie military under those orders? 

Yes. 

1898. What is the strength of your detachments '( 

They generally consist of an officer, a serjeant, and from 12 to 14 men ; but the 
numbers vary according to their vicinity to each other. 
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1899. Bo you consider that the duties with which you are charged now, are of 
a character which requires a strong party to execute them, so as to render resis- 
tance improbable, because unavailing 1 

I do ; I think you could not perform the duty properly without 10 or 12 men; 
it would be hazardous, in fact. 



1900. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] That is occasionally, and under certain cir- 
cumstances ? 

Generally they go out in that strength. 

1901. Bo you think that strength is necessary even upon ordinary occasions? 

I do. 



1902. Chairman .] Will you have the goodness to read the 3d Rule of the 
General Order issued from the Horse Guards, prescribing troops, and the strength 
in which the troops are to be taken out when required, in execution of 
revenue duties ? 

The Rule is as follows : “ Upon no account whatever is any party to proceed 
upon revenue duty, unless under the command of a commissioned officer, and all 
such parties must be of sufficient strength to preclude the risk of their numbers 
proving inadequate to the performance of the duties in which they may be called 
upon to assist ; the commanding officers at the stations where the parties are fur- 
nished, will regulate their extent, after communicating with the officer of the 
revenue, calling for the aid of the military.” 

1903. In your capacity of head of the Revenue Police, you have had no 
experience of the employment of the military at all ? 

I have not, because it ceased long before I went into the country. 

. 1904. But, as a military man, and from the knowledge you had acquired of the 
state of things before you undertook your duty as Chief Inspector of Revenue 
Police in Ireland, are you aware that very great disinclination was shown at head- 
quarters, and that great, inconvenience and disorganization were found to result 
from the employment of the troops upon those revenue duties ? 

I understand it led to irregularity. 

1905. I find that in a Report made from the Excise in Ireland in 1834, it is 
stated, that “ a very considerable portion of the army in Ireland had been applied 
almost exclusively to this revenue service, and as the men were divided into small 
parties, and removed from the control of their officers, complaints were made, 
which it cannot be denied may have been well founded, that the employment of 
the army in still-hunting service was totally subversive of its discipline and order 

is that consistent with whatever information you have been able to acquire in 
Ireland ? 

I have been led to understand that was true ; but, of course, I only speak from 
hearsay. 

1906. You are aware that in the year 1817 there were Regulations issued from 
the Horse Guards, directing the manner in which military was to be furnished to 
the revenue ; will you read the title of the book which I have now put into your 
hands ? 

Yes ; it is “ Extracts of Orders, General Letter, &c., applicable to the 
Establishment of Ireland, Adjutant-General’s Office, Bublin.” 

1907. Boes not that book contain, in page 129, the directions which were 
issued at that time from the Horse Guards ? 

It does. 

1908. Have you any occasion now to issue writs of assistance, calling for 
further strength than that which your own corps gives you in the execution of 
those duties ? 

We have not since I have been in Ireland. 

(262. 7 .) z 4 1909. Therefore 
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1909. Therefore any expense or inconvenience arising out of those writs of 
assistance, and the system founded upon them, would be inapplicable to the 
present state of your corps ? 

I do not think we require them. 

1910. You are aware that the law would give the commissioned officer of the 
Excise the power of claiming military assistance if a case demanded it ? 

So it appears from this. 

1911. May the Committee, then, adopt the inference, that the possession of the 
power of claiming military support, and using writs of assistance, coupled with 
the disuse of such proceedings, prove that the Revenue Police in its present 
state is found by the Board of Excise to be adequate to the performance of its 
duties ? 

I think so. 

1912. You were just now examined respecting the strength of your parties, 
and how far the present strength of your parties is required to be maintained ; 
have you ever compared the strength of your parties with the strength of the 
parties of the constabulary serving in the same district ? 

I have not ; I know generally the strength of the constabulary. 

1913. The strength of the constabulary detachments has been stated to us as 
about seven or eight men in the country stations ; assuming that to be the case, 
and assuming, also, the strength of your revenue parties to average from 11 to 
13 men and two officers, do you think you could carry on the responsible duties 
with which you are charged if the number of men at each station was reduced 
to the same force with the constabulary ? 

I think not. 

1914. Will you tell us the reason of this difference between your corps and 
the constabulary ? 

Sometimes our detachments come to places where they, the smugglers * are 
brewing or distilling, and they are surrounded by drunken persons who, of 
course, do not care much what they do, and if the police were few in number, 
they would be attacked, and they might get beaten, and be obliged to go away. 

1915. Do you not think that in cases of that description, and even in cases 
which did not come quite up to that mark, there would be such a constant risk of 
collision, that even if the Excise Police were successful, it could hardly be con- 
sidered to be a success when -weighed against all the evil consequences of probable 
violence and conflict ? 

The number of our men in each party prevents anything of that kind, I 
think. 

1916. Are you aware that in the year 1832, when illicit distillation was very 
rife, the strength of the Revenue Police was reduced at the several stations for 
the purpose of multiplying the number of stations, thus establishing a system 
more nearly approaching to that of the constabulary distribution than to the. 
Excise system ; that the consequence of the change was shown in frequent col- 
lisions, forcible resistance, and all the inconveniences that you have described ? 

I can readily believe that. 

1917. In a Report made from the Commissioners of Excise, signed by Lord 
George Seymour, dated the 15th of March 1832, it is stated, that at the time 

the service could not be securely and effectively performed in consequence of 
the reduced strength of the parties, constant attacks having been made upon 
them by large assemblages of the people ; that in one instance the magistrates 
themselves cautioned the commanding officer of the Excise party from attempting 
to execute his duties,” the recommendation then given being to increase the 
strength of each party, in order to avoid the necessity of employing a military 
force : does this extract, being from an original document of the Excise, made 
at that time, and laid before Parliament, correspond with what you think would 
now be the result if you were greatly to diminish the strength of men in your 
parties of Revenue Police ? , 0 J 

It does. 

1918. Do you, then, think it would be right so to reduce them ? 

1 do not think it would be right. 
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1919. Independently of the necessity of dealing in still-hunting with persons Major-General 

in a state of intoxication, and who are therefore likely to use violence, is not Sir D - M'Giegor 
there this peculiarity in the duties of the Revenue Police, that in suppressing Co/. A.Macladilan 
illicit distillation, you are suppressing a practice in which the pecuniary interests ' ’ 

of a vast portion of the community in those districts where it prevails are 2 9 th Jul y l8 53« 
concerned ? 

I believe that to be the case, undoubtedly. 

1920. When your force seizes illicit spirit, illicit malt, stills, wormheads, or 
other implements of distillation, is not it their duty to bring them -in to head- 
quarters ? 

I I is, when practicable ; sometimes they cannot do it ; they cannot get a con- 
veyance ; but they bring in the spirits, because we are very strict about them. 

1921. You do not allow them to destroy the spirit, and state, as a justification, 
that they have done so ? 

No; that is objectionable. 

1922. Could you, if destruction of spirits were introduced, discriminate between 
the case where spirits were really destroyed, and where the spirits were consumed 
by the police themselves ? 

I should put it down as being drunk. 

1923. In relation to seizure of the implements of distilling, as well as of the malt 
and spirits seized, are you not obliged to convey them for a considerable distance 
from the place of seizure to the head-quarters of the detachment ? 

Yes, many miles often, and that renders it sometimes necessary to destroy the 
malt ; but, generally speaking, they bring the malt to store, because there is a 
reward allowed upon it of 2 s. a bushel. 

1924. Is not that distance of transit frequently through wild and mountainous 
counties ? 

It is, of course; so in Donegal and Mayo, and those counties. 

1925. In bringing into quarters the distillery apparatus, malt and spirits seized,, 
if your detachments were much reduced in number, do you think you could 
answer for the safety of the articles seized ? 

I think not ; I think that renders it necessary to keep up the present strength. 

1926. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] Would not the assistance of a party of the 
constabulary, in addition to your own men, give a sufficient security for the trans- 
portation of such seizure ? 

You could not find them, and I do not think they would like to do it. 

1927. But, supposing you could find them, and they did not like to do it, they 
would be just as available as your own men? 

Yes, of course. 

1928. Chairman.'] Are not the districts of country into which your people 
have to proceed for the suppression of illicit distillation precis ly the districts in 
which there are the fewest number of constabulary stations ; and are not the 
districts where the greatest number of constabulary stations exist just these 
districts, where there is very little illicit distillation going on? 

I am not well acquainted with the constabulary numbers, not sufficiently to 
give an answer to that question. 

1929. Are not the districts to which you apply the exertions of your corps 
the mountainous and the remote ? 

Donegal and Mayo are the chief places. 

1930. What is your force in the county of Donegal? 

We have 18 parties. 

1931. The constabulary force there is relatively to the extent of country and 
to the population exceedingly weak ; do you think that, by getting the assistance of 
the constabulary force in aid of yours, your corps would admit of any sensible 
and considerable reduction ? 

I think not ; but it would depend entirely upon what assistance was wanted. 

(262.7.) A a 1932. Lord 
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1982. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] If part of the duties now performed by the 
Revenue Police were for the future to be performed by the constabulary, would 
not you be able to do with a fewer number of men ? 

I think not ; we could devote our service more exclusively to still -hunting, 
but we could not diminish the force. 

1933. Are not a considerable number of your force occasionally taken off for 
the transportation of seizures and the conveyance of prisoners ? 

They are ; but that does not operate against us much. 

1934. Chairman. ~] If your distance from the county gaol were great, and you 
had to convey your own prisoners from the petty sessions where they are con- 
victed, say at Killybegs, or some of the more remote places in the district, to the 
gaol of Lifford, must not the stations of the parties from whence that escort is 
taken during a time, to the extent of the force withdrawn, be disorganised ? 

No ; if you have a party of 1 2 men, and only two convey prisoners, you have 
10 left. 

1935. Do you not leave some guard at the barracks whilst the guard is on 
duty ? 

One orderly man, one guard, as he is called. 

1936. That is found sufficient? 

Quite sufficient 

1937. Is not this distinction an obvious one, that you, escorting your own pri- 
soners, have to escort them from the place from which they are sent the whole 
way to the county gaol ? 

Yes. 

1938. Whereas, if they were escorted by the constabulary, each party of the 
constabulary would only have to escort them from one station to the other ? 

That is very true. 

1939. Does not that make a very great difference with respect to the duty of 
escorting the prisoners of the one corps or the other ? 

It would ease the Revenue Police of that duty, of course. 

1940. Do you not consider that that easing them of their duty would make 
them more efficient in the discharge of the duty that is confided to them ? 

I do not think so materially as that. 

1941. Could you tell us the extreme distance from your stations in Mayo, to 
Castlebar Gaol, or from Donegal the extreme distance to the gaol at Lifford ? 

Forty-seven Irish miles from Belmullet to Castlebar. 

1942. 1 aking revenue prisoners that distance would occupy them two marches ? 

More than that ; they generally take cars, and the expense is paid out of the 

rewards, and of course they take them as cheaply as possible, in order that they 
should not diminish the reward. ' 

1943. But in that case we have 94 miles at the least to be undertaken by the 
police under your command ? 

It is a long distance. 

1944. Suppose they have gone throughout that distance, does not it occasion 
them much fatigue, after which they must have rest ? 

They generally go upon cars there ; therefore, there is no fatigue attending it. 

1945. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] It would occupy four days of their time ? 

Yes. 

1946. Sometimes it might occupy as much as a week ? 

Yes, when they march on foot. 

1947. Chairman.'] Therefore, in that respect you see notliing bht benefit that 
could attend the employing of the constables in that duty ? 

Certainly. 

. 19^8; Has it occurred to you that the constabulary could give you any prac- 
tical assistance and relief in the duties which you are called upon to perform ? 

None, except giving information to the nearest party. 

1949. Lord 
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1949. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] Have they the means of obtaining informa- 
tion with greater faciiity than your own men ? 

I think they have, because they are spread all over the country. 

1950. Chairman.'] Do you think that there are any other circumstances that 
make the people freer in tlieir conversation with the constabulary on this subject 
than they would be with the Revenue Police ? 

They consider that the constabulary are not charged with revenue duty, and 
they do not think of concealing it from them. 
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1951. Knowing- that, therefore, they have more facility in obtaining revenue 
information, because they are not charged with revenue duties? 

I believe that is the case. 



1952. Do you think the fact that your people are charged with revenue duties 
considerably impedes their power of obtaining private information unless they 
purchase it ? 

Certainly ; they do get a good deal of private information from regular paid 
informers. 



1953. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] You consider that the principal advantage 
the constabulary have over the Revenue Police in obtaining information, is in the 
fact of tlieir being distributed over the whole country in small detachments ? 

1 do. 



1954. Chairman.] You arc aware that the constabulary, which is a force of 
12,000 or 13,000 men, are distributed, according to the state of the country, all 
over Ireland ? 

Yes, they are. 

1955. The proportionate number of constabulary stationed in the few counties 
of Connaught and Ulster, where illicit distillation prevails, is not great ? 

Just so. 



1956. Therefore, the force of the constabulary would be found greater in the 
parts of Ireland where no illicit distillation prevails, than where it does ? 

I think, of course, that our force being employed in Ireland at different places, 
tends very much to the preservation of the peace of that part of the country 
where it is stationed, because, generally speaking, the people are not aware of our 
duties ; they see our people with arms in their hands, and ready to be called 
upon. 

1957. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] You consider the fact, that a large number 
of young men being in a county, makes it less necessary for the constabulary to 
have so Targe a force as otherwise might be required ? 

I think so. 

1958. Ckainaan .] Are you aware, that in the county of Donegal, where you 
have your largest force, it has nevertheless been found necessary by the Irish 
Government to augment the constabulary considerably beyond its Parliamentary 
contingent, and that notwithstanding the very large establishment of Police, that 
there is also an extra force of constabulary, exceeding 1 00 men, at a cost to the 
county of 2,000 h a year, in addition to your 260 or 300 Revenue Police, and to 
the Parliamentary force of 176 constables? 

I am aware that some little addition has been made, but not the extent 
of it. 

1959. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] Has that arisen from any temporary emer- 
gency ? 

There has been some disturbance in Donegal, and a good deal of Ribbonism. 

1960. Chairman (to Sir Duncan M‘ Gregor).] Do you remember what 
increased force was required in Donegal ? 

It has been gradually increased within the last two or three years; that 
increased force was 127. 

1961. In addition to the 176 ? 

Yes. 

1962. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] Has that been in consequence of the- 
increased disturbance in that county r 

(262.7.) a a 2 Yes y 
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Yes, and to the extreme under policedness of that county. The original force 
there was established much below what it ought to have been. 

1963. In fact the force there established was not adequate to the wants of the 
county ? 

No. 

1964. Chairman .] Was the Parliamentary force established in reference to the 
population of the different districts ? 

No. 

1965. How was that Parliamentary establishment fixed ? 

The original establishment of the police, I think, long before I was connected 
with the force, was established on most erroneous principles ; it was apportioned 
according to the number of the baronies in each county, and in Ireland some of 
the smallest counties have the greatest number of baronies, and the largest 
counties the smallest number of baronies. When the expense of the constabulary 
was placed exclusively on the Consolidated Fund, every county received credit for 
its actual establishment ; for, as in addition to the original number of 1G men for 
each barony, the magistrates in every county in Ireland applied, from time to 
time, and paid for a large increase of police, the Government, I conceive, con- 
sidered that, under such circumstances, the actual number in a county was a fair 
criterion of its wants, and the permanent establishment was fixed accordingly. It. 
was a difficult question to arrange with abstract justice ; the consequence is, that 
the police are not in proportion either to the population, or the area of the various 
counties. 

1966. Practically speaking, do you not consider that the extent of area, as well 
as the amount of population, ought to be taken into account in measuring the 
duties which a corps like our constabulary have to perform ? 

If all the counties in Ireland were equally tranquil, then I would combine area 
with population, and with some other terms in the question, such as the facility 
or difficulty of communication, by reason of the absence or presence of lakes and 
mountains, and such like considerations. 

1967. Speaking generally, has not the Province of Munster been rather more 
strong in its demands upon the constabulary, in respect both of number and duty, 
than the Province of Ulster ? 

We have, I think, nearly double the amount of constables in the Province of 
Munster that we have in Ulster. 

1968. (To Colonel Maclachlan.) Are not the demands upon your revenue 
force very much greater in the Province of Ulster than in the Province of Munster? 

They are. 

1969. Can you show any analogy between the actual amount of revenue duty 
required and the distribution of the constabulary, or are they not rather in contrast 
varying inversely with each other ? 

Yes. 

1970. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] To a certain extent the effect of that is to 
equalize the number of armed force in defence of the peace that exists in the 
different parts of the country ? 

It has that effect. 

1971. Chairman Is not your duty and the whole object of your institution 
not the protection of the public peace, but the collection of the revenue ? 

We have always considered so. 

1972. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] You have stated incidentally, that the pre- 
sence of your force has, in part, the effect of assisting the constabulary force ? 

It has that effect upon the minds of the people. 

1973. Chairman.] Are your duties for the protection of the peace other than 
those which every party in the community is bound to perform, to interfere to 
prevent the open commission of evident crime ; is it the duty of your people to 
interfere, or have they a right to interfere in the ordinary civil duties committed 
to the constabulary as the civil force ? 

I think not, except in a case of open rebellion. 

1974. You 
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1974. You consider your men to be composed of the same class of people as 
the constabulary ? 

The constabulary get the first choice, and we get the next ; but we do not clash 
with each other. 

1975. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] Have you a different mode of drill and 

organization ? 

They are exactly the same. 

1970. Chairman.'] In your depdt in Dublin, do not the recruits receive, in a 
greater degree, the instruction that would be given under ordinary circumstances 
to the Rifle Brigade ? 

We make them soldiers as far as we can. 

1977. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] Do you consider there is much difference 
in the organization and drilling of the Revenue Police from that of the con- 
stabulary ? 

The organization is different, of course, but the drilling I believe to be riearly 
the same. 

1978. Chairman^] It is an offence, as you are aware, against the revenue law, 
that a person should convey spirits without a legal permit ? 

Certainly it is. 

1979. Supposing your revenue Lieutenant saw a person conveying spirits 
through the country, or saw a man whom he had reason to suppose had spirits 
about him, would he feel it within his competent duty to stop him and ask him 
for his permit ? 

He would ; and if the information was not satisfactory, he would convey him 
before a magistrate. 

1980. And if your parties visit mills, or any places where malt is in prepara- 
tion, have they not the power, as revenue officers, to seize any malt they consider 
to be illegal ? 

They have so. 

1981. And the right to make such seizure they derive from their commission 
as Excise officers, not as police ? 

Yes. 

1982. So that all those duties they derive from their Excise commission: 

Yes ; generally speaking, when they find anything in a house, the proprietor 
of which is known, they apply to me through an officer to lodge a complaint ; 
but they seldom seize anything except in transit, when it is impossible to get at 
the person to whom it belongs. 

1983. In regard to seizing in transit, I suppose their knowledge would enable 
them to ascertain whether the paper produced was or was not a permit ? 

Yes. Generally speaking, when anything is seized in transit, the parties to 
whom it belongs, malce their escape, or very often they do, and leave their haunts 
behind. 

1984. Supposing the man did not escape, but asserted a legal right to convey 
those spirits to the market at Derry, and produced a permit for so doing, would 
your Lieutenant of Revenue Police, holding an Excise commission, have means 
of judging whether the instrument produced was a legal permit, or a fraudu- 
lent one ? 

Certainly lie would exercise his best judgment. 

1985. In like manner, in respect to the production of malt in unentered places, 
it being illegal to produce malt in places not entered with the Excise, your 
revenue Lieutenant, as an Excise officer, has the means of judging of those facts 
on which it depended whether an offence has been committed, and he has the 
authority as an Excise officer to seize that malt ? 

He has. 

1986. And without such Excise authority he could not do it? 

Without such Excise authority he could not do it. 

1987. Under the Act of the 7th & 8th of Geo. 4, c. 52, s. 66, cannot an 
Excise officer enter into any premises belonging to a brewer, by day or by -night; 

(262. 7 .) a a 3 can 
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can he not enter into the house which the brewer occupies, as well as the brewery 
premises, and if he is obstructed in the execution of those duties, is there not a 
penalty of 200 /. upon that; could your Lieutenant of Revenue Police, if lie 
apprehended a fraud upon the revenue, exercise those functions r 

He may enter, and if lie finds anything’ illegal there, he is justified ; but if lie 
finds nothing’, he is subject to prosecution. 

1988. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] He would be liable to an action ; in short, he 
acts upon his own peril ? 

Yes ; it is a very nice point of law. 

1989. Chairman.] In the Illicit Distillation Act, the 1st & 2d of William 4, 
c. 55, s. 6, a power is vested in the Excise officer to break open any mill in 
the presence of a constable or peace officer; he is also authorized (s. 17) to break 
open doors, &c. on suspicion, and to make search without warrant, and remove 
any malt taken ; and the officer is also authorized (s. 20) to spill and destroy all 
spirits found, being- in the possession of a person evading the law ; you have stated 
that the finding of the illegal article is a justification for the entry mid for the 
violence ? 

I believe so. 

1990. Are you not aware that by the 7tli & 8th Geo. 4, c. 53, s. 119, even if a 
verdict against the officer has been obtained, yet if the Judge certifies that the 
officer had probable cause for the action complained of, the Judge may direct that 
the damages, not exceeding 2d. } shall be given without costs, which amounts to 
the acquittal of the officer ? 

Yes ; I believe the Judge has the power. 

1991. It has been suggested by some witnesses here, that the whole duty now 
executed by the Revenue Police could be transferred to the constabulary, and 
that they would be efficiently performed : perhaps a question of that kind is one 
that would scarcely be a fit question to put to you individually, but I should wisli 
to put this question to you : do you consider that your duties could be well and 
effectually performed if there were an amalgamation or consolidation of the two 
forces? 

I do not ; I think they ought to be kept distinct. 

1992. Are not the duties which your police have to perforin of a peculiar kind, 
and totally distinct from the ordinary duties which are cast upon the con- 
stabulary ? 

They are, and very difficult duties they are also. 

1993. Will you state in what respect they appear to you to differ from the 
duties of the constabulary ? 

I do not think the constabulary could do our duty and their own likewise; you 
get information, and you think it necessary .to go out at once ; the constabulary, 

I believe, in many places have .only a constable and three or four men at a station, 
and therefore they could not go out still-hunting. 

1994. Assuming that they have seven men on the average? 

I think ‘that is over the calculation. 

1995. But assuming that, do you think they could perform the duties required 

^f them? * 1 

I do not. 

1996. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] What are your reasons for foaming that opinion r 
supposing the constabulary have the command of an equal number of men, in what 
respect do you think they would be less efficient than the Revenue Police for the 
performance of those duties that are now performed by the Revenue Police in 
still-hunting'? 

If the peace of the country -were the least disturbed, the cheeking- of illicit 
distillation would, of course, be a secondary matter. 

. -^7. Chairman ] Are you aware that, for the preservation of the public peace, 
it becomes frequently an act of necessity to withdraw the constables from one 
comity which may be tranquil to transfer them to another in a state of disturb- 
ance? 

Yes. 

1998. You 
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1908. You are aware that it is. one of the primary duties of the constables to 
attend at assizes, quarter sessions, elections, petty sessions, fairs, and every 
assemblage of people at which any disturbance may originate? 

Yes. 

1999. Would not those duties, if they continued to be executed, render it 
exceedingly difficult for those constables to perform the duty of suppressing- illicit 
distillation ? 

I think the constabulary could not do both duties. 
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2000 . If they were charged in any respect with both duties, do you not con- 
sider that it would be very likely to happen that one party, the distillers, or the 
other party, the disturbers of the public peace, might alternately, by false intelli- 
gence and by diversions, mislead the party charged with the double duty from 
the real point of attack, leaving that point unprotected ? 

It would be liable to that. 



2001. Are yon not at times subject to that danger yourself even in the per- 
formance of your special duty, that is, that the distillers lay a train of false infor- 
mation sometimes, to distract your attention from their real purpose ? 

Sometimes they mislead us purposely, I believe. 

2002. Are the duties that arc confided to you of that character which, in your 
judgment, require a separate and exclusive corps to perform them? 

It is so. 

2003. That is the result, of your experience ? 

Of seven years’ experience, and a great, deal of thought. 

2004. Lord Stanley of Alderlcy.] Are you of opinion that you could derive 
any efficient assistance from the constabulary in aid of your usual duties ? 

No doubt of it. 

2005. In what respects do you think the constabulary could assist your force 
without leading to the inconveniences which you have stated as probable, if the 
two forces were consolidated ? 

I think the constabulary might give information to the nearest party of Revenue 
Police : I think that if they were directed to stop all spirits in transit, and 
examine them, it would be a great object, and further, that if they were charged 
with the duty of inspecting mills and kilns in their own neighbourhood, that would 
not be against their own duty ; but those are very nice questions, and T am, of 
course, unwilling to speak positively upon them. 

200G. Chairman.] That would be a question which you would yourself think 
rested more with the authorities of the constabulary than yours as to the effect 
upon them ? 

I put it with great diffidence. 

2007. Lord Stanley of Aldcrley.] Still if such assistance were rendered you 
by the constabulary, it would be a material assistance in working the force under 
your command ? 

Yes. 

2008. Chairman .] Adverting to the question of escorting prisoners first, do 
you see any difficulty if the constabulary patrols, who take their own prisoners to 
gaol, should be bound to convey revenue prisoners likewise? 

I should not see much objection to calling upon the constabulary to do that, 
if they were not subjected to increased expense; and their expenses are much 
larger than ours ; and as those expenses came out of the rewards to that extent, it 
is an inconvenience. 

2009. Excluding the question of expense, and only looking to the efficiency 
of the service, if you could by the assistance of the constabulary get rid of the 
extra duty which you have described as in taking prisoners from Ballina to 
Castlebar, a distance of 47 miles, would not that be a great relief to your force? 

It would. 

2010. Let us pass to a second point, the question of procuring information from 
the constabulary ; are you aware of the terms of Lord Eliot’s letter, which was 

(262. 7.) a a 4 issued 
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issued, in Colonel Brereton’s time, and the direction contained in that letter to the 
constabulary to furnish information ? 

I am. 

2011. By that letter, they are directed to give information to Sir Duncan 
M ‘Gregor, as the head of the office, who communicates it to you ? 

Yes, to me. 

2012. Assuming that that letter requires the co-operation of the constabu- 
lary, as far as the question of information is concerned, is it rendered less useful 
and less operative for revenue purposes by the terms in which the instruction 
is given ? 

By giving information to the nearest party of Revenue Police, of course the 
delay which must necessarily occur between its transmission from Sir Duncan 
M‘Gregor to me, and from me to the party in the country, delay would be 
avoided ; there is loss of time certainly ; but, nevertheless, we do not derive 
benefit from the information. 

2013. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] You would have the information conveyed, 
then, at once to the nearest officer ? 

To the nearest Revenue Police officer, if there be no objection on the part of the 
constabulary. 

2014. Chairman.'] The object of that letter seems obviously to be to preserve 
the subordination and discipline of the constabulary force in relation to its own 
officers and chief, and, in like manner, to preserve the discipline of the Revenue 
Police force in relation to its own commanding officer ; do you think that the risk 
of disturbance of discipline might be avoided conveniently with a more direct 
communication between the local constabulary and the local Revenue Police 
without passing through their respective commanding officers ? 

I have no objection ; the two forces are very harmonious together, and I do 
not think there is any feeling of rivalry between them. 

2015. You would not, I presume, carry your suggestion so far as to enable 
every sub-constable to make those communications to every private policeman, 
but you would prefer that it should be made through the officers of each 
department ? 

I would make it through the officer, head constable, or the constable, whoever 
was in charge of the station, to an officer or sergeant in charge only, not to every 
private indiscriminately. 

2016. That is to your Lieutenant ? 

Or the sergeant in charge. 

2017. Where a sergeant is in charge, he is employed as the substitute of,, 
acting in the absence of, the Lieutenant ? 

Yes. 

2018. And administering the same functions ? 

Yes, during the sickness of the other, or absence on leave. 

2019. And you would feel it necessary, for the discipline of your corps, to avoid 
personal communications upon questions of information between the privates of 
the two corps ? 

Certainly, I should be very sorry to see it. 

2020. Might not, then, the object of Lord Eliot’s letter and your suggestion be 
reconciled, if, contemporaneously with the communication to Sir Duncan M‘Gregor, 
a copy of that communication was sent to the officer commanding the nearest 
revenue station, so as to keep the head of the constabulary aware of all that was 
going on whilst the information was given more immediately ? 

I think it would be necessary that communications should be made to the 
Inspector-general. 

2021. Do you feel that the efficiency of your corps requires that all actual 
orders should be conveyed to your men through their own officers only ? 



2022. If 
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2022. If your officer at a station were subjected in any degree to the order or Major-General 

authority of tlic officer of the constabulary in tlie county, should you consider Sir D.M' Gregor 
that it would produce any inconvenience to your force ? and 

It would completely neutralize the efforts made to suppress illicit distillation. ColA.Maelachlan. 

2023. If they were subject to orders from two authorities, would not that 2 9 th Jul >' l3 53- 

impede their direct responsibility to you, and might they not play off the authority 

of the one body against the other, as an excuse for any neglect of duty ? 

I think it would be very objectionable to put it under two heads. 

2024. Supposing the Lieutenant of your party sent to visit a mill, would not 
his power to seize malt in that mill depend upon the construction of the Excise 
laws ; as, for instance, whether the malt was found in an unentered place ? 

Certainly. 

2025. Whether it was found to have been manufactured according to the 
regulations of the Excise Laws, or other circumstances of that description? 

2026. In the present state of the constabulary, however efficient they may be 
for the administration of the ordinary laws, could they by possibility administer 
the laws for the visitation of those mills, without that knowledge of the Excise 
regulations which your officers possess ? 

It is merely to prevent frauds in those mills, and they might visit those mills 
close to their own stations ; I would not ask them to go very far. 

2027. But would they have the knowledge or experience for distinguishing 
what is legal from what is illegal in mills ; where they did visit, could they seize 
without having that full knowledge of the Excise laws which your constables 
possess ? 

If they found anything wrong, they would communicate it to the Excise officer. 

2028.. How would they know whether it was wrong without a knowledge of 
the Excise laws ? 

They would know that the mill was registered or not. 

2029. That is a question of fact? 

Yes. 



2030. Suppose a fraud committed in a registered mill, how would they discover 
that without Excise knowledge ? 

There is tlic difficulty. 

2031. You have recommended the stopping of spirits in transit ? 

Yes. 



2032. Would not one ground of stopping them be, whether they were accom- 
panied by a permit or not ? 

Yes. 



2033. Do you think the constables would be competent to decide whether the 
paper produced was a real permit ? 

Yes ; they arc always clever, intelligent fellows, and it does not require any 
great ability to know that. 

2034. Have you never had any experience since you have been there of forged 
permits, authorizing the transmission, or appearing to authorize the transmission, 
of illegal spirit ? 

Occasionally that occurs. 



2035. Your officers, being Excise officers, of course have experience and ability 
to deal with such questions ? 

Yes. 



2036. Do you think the constables would or could do so ? 

I think they might do it. 

2037. Do you think the advantage would be veiy considerable in checking 
illicit distillation ? 

Yes ; I think it would relieve the Excise officers very much. 

(262. 7 .) B b 2038. By 
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2038. By those Excise officers, yoii mean the supervisors and gaugers? 

Yes. 

2039. Those cases you have been describing are cases of visiting the mills by 
the road side, because you have not recommended the visitation of the mills up 
the mountains ? 

That would not answer ; it might be too distant from their posts. 

2040. Do you not think the visitation of the public mills is very much more 
the duty of the supervisors and of the gaugers, than it is the duty of the consta- 
bulary, or the Revenue Police ? 

No doubt of that ; but the Revenue Police have orders to do it, and their atten- 
tion is called to that order every two or three years. 

2041. And have the cases in which you have made discoveries, and enforced 
the Excise laws, been increased by their visitation to the mills ? 

They have checked illicit malting by those visits. 

2042. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] Would not the fact that those places were 
always liable to the visits of the constabulary, make the people more cautious of 
violating the law ? 

I think it would, and that effect alone would be of great advantage. 

2043. Chairman .] The expense of your establishment taken altogether, I think, 
amounts to 40,000/. or 50,000 l. a-year ? 

It varies a great deal every year ; it is from 40,000/. to 45,000/. a year. 

2044. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] What is the number of your force '! 

Including myself, 1,098 men. 

2045. Chairman.] That expense has reference to a revenue which amounts to 
1,245,000 /. out of a total Excise revenue of 1,637,000/.? 

I understand that to be the case. 

2040. And the spirit revenue is more than one-fourth part of the whole revenue 
received in Ireland, which is to be compared with the expense of the Revenue 
Police ? 

I consider the expense of the Revenue Police very little, considering what it 
saves the Government. 

2047. Have you not also the command of a steamer for revenue purposes ? 

We have generally upon the coast in the winter months, and then she is em- 
ployed upon duty to Scotland and other places, as well as Ireland. 

2048. In considering the expense of that steamer, was it not established in substi- 
tution for three or four Excise cruisers which were reduced, and which were a 
much greater expense ? 

I believe so. 

2049. And do you derive any assistance from the coast-guard? 

Very considerable. 

2050. In what respect ? 

They work with us, and very often discover illicit distillation, and they are em- 
powered to seize it, by an Act of their own, of the Customs ; but they transmit their 
reports and eveiything through me. 

2051. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] Do they act under your orders when they are 
employed on the coast of Donegal ? 

No ; they are perfectly independent ; but they report everything to me, I believe, 
as well as their own Board. 

2052. In case of illicit distillation, and you not having sufficient force, would 
you be able to avail yourself of the coast-guard ? 

No, not much ; they are not all inland, and not in sufficient number to give 
much assistance ; but they do the same duty, and latterly do it very willingly. 

2053. Chairman.] Is this done still keeping unbroken disci pline and subor- 
dination, and without the transfer of any authority over the coast-guard to the 
Board of Excise ? 

It is in addition to their duties that they do that. 

2054. But 
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2054. But upon authority derived from their own Board, and not derived from 
you? 

From the Board of Customs. 

2055. Reverting to the expense, you are acquainted with the preventive service 
men in Ireland ? 

I Jim. 

2056. The expense of the preventive water-guard in the Customs last year 

was 102,360 1 m reference to a revenue of 2,000,000 l, while your Excise police 
expense was 60,000 l. in reference to a revenue of 1,245,000 l. ? f 

Yes ; 50,000 L is rather over the expense. 

2007. But is it not fair to take into account, in addition to the Revenue Police 
expense, tlia part of the expense described in the Finance Accounts as a further 
charge for the suppression of illicit distillation, that is, both bodies being employed 
for the one common object ? 1 3 

In the year 1851 the whole expense of the Revenue Police was 43,000?., 
I think, or a little over. 

2058. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] Is there any suggestion that you can make 
for the improvement of the Revenue Police ? 

In 1 845 the Lords of the Treasury gave authority to raise eight parties ; two 
of those parties have been formed, but the remaining six are still in abeyance : 
I should be very glad to get authority to raise them. 

2059. You think the force is somewhat inadequate for the duties they have to 

perform ? 3 

I do ; and that would greatly assist us. 

2060. ^ Chairman.] Do you not think in proportion as it has been the will of 
the Legislature to increase the spirit duties, more vigilance is required on the 
part of the Revenue Police, and more strength to prevent the increase of illicit 
practices ? 

Yes ; we are perfectly aware of that. 

2061. And are you now in a state of watchfulness, and prepared to act with 
more vigilance ? 

. There is no necessity at this season of the year ; there is no grain ; we are safe 
till the month of October ; about the 1 0 th of October they commence. 

2062. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] At what time did you take the command of 
the Revenue Police ? 

In April 1846. 

2063. You cannot speak from your own experience of what the effect of the 
increase of the duties upon spirits was in 1842, whether its tendency was to 
increase the amount of illicit distillation, and so increase the duties which your 
force had to perform ? 

I cannot from my own experience speak to that; but I understand that illicit 
distillation increased so much, that the increased duty was taken off in about a 
year. 

2064. You cannot speak from your own experience as to what the augmented 
duties occasioned to your force in consequence of that alteration were ? 

No. 

2065. Chairman .] You have been asked whether an increase of duty would 
not render greater vigilance and greater strength necessary for the suppression of 
illicit distillation, and you have answered affirmatively ; will you tell me whether 
a low price of com is not likewise one of the circumstances that promotes distilla- 
tion, and renders increased vigilance necessary likewise ? 

I believe so. 

2066. Therefore, in any case in which we may have a low price of corn, and 
increased duty upon spirits, those would be two moving powers, both of which 
would be likely to increase illicit distillation ? 

I find they purchase grain for the purpose of illicit distillation in Ballina ; I 
understand so. 

(262.7.) b b 2 2067. (To 
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Major-General 2067. (To Sir D. M‘ Gregor.) You having been present at the examination 
SnD. M‘ Gregor 0 f Colonel Maclachlan, and having heard the view that he takes of the functions 
Col. A. Maclachlan. of ^ 01 ™ ? or P s > m ° r ? particularly as to the strength of each party which he 

considers to be essential for the effectual administration of the law, and having* 

29th July 1853. heard also the revenue and other duties which are connected with the still- 

hunting and the administration of the law ; do you consider that those duties so 

described, could be performed by the constabulary in their present condition 
without a very considerable increase to their strength in those counties where 
illicit distillation prevails ? 

I certainly do not think the constabulary in those counties where illicit distilla- 
tion prevails could with the present strength perform both the constabulary and 
revenue duties. With regard to the strength of parties which Colonel Maclachlan 
has alluded to, it is to be remembered that his parties of 10 or 12 men must 
necessarily be strong, inasmuch as they are separated from each other by pro- 
bably 30 or 40 miles ; whereas our small parties are much more numerous and in 
a case of necessity, they could very easily unite and form a party much stronger 
than any of those of the Revenue Police. b 

2068. But if, as we have been informed, it requires now in the illicit distillery 
counties that the force should be out two days and two nights in every week at 
the least, though your body might be concentrated for one general operation, do 
you think you could concentrate a sufficient force to send out detachments of 
10 to 12, accompanied by a superior officer, and an officer like a Lieutenant or 
chief constable, two days and two nights in the week ? 

Certainly not ; the case brought forward respecting Donegal proves this ; as I 
understood from one of the questions put to me the other day, that in Donegal 
there are no less than 250 of the Revenue Police, now, as our ordinary establish- 
ment there only consists of 176 men, it would be absurd to suppose that with the 
diminished number of 176 men, we could perform both classes of duties, when the 
revenue duties alone demand the exclusive exertions of 250 men. 5 

2069. Take the county of Mayo as an example; the witness who was last 

examined stated, that, upon the best calculation he could make, to transfer to the 
constabulary the. revenue duties of Mayo, which are now performed by the 
Revenue Police, it would require an addition of 150 men to the constabulary 
force of Mayo ; now it turns out, that the Revenue Police has exactly consisted 
of 150 likewise ; if that be so, what possible advantage would there be in making* 
an alteration ? b 

1 think I stated the other day, that if it were intended to impose the duty of 
the Revenue Police upon the constabulary, the latter unquestionably must be 
increased, and that it seemed to me to be necessary to augment the constabulary 
by the number now forming the Revenue Police, and that these officers of con- 
stabulary who took a very sanguine wiew of the probable success of our force, 
thought that their increased number would be only required for a short time 
as they believed that illicit distillation would be speedily and comnletelv 
suppressed. J 1 J 

The Witnesses are directed to withdraw. 

Ordered, that this Committee be adjourned to Monday next, 
at One o’clock. 
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Die Lunce, 1 ° Augusti 1853 . 



LORDS PRESENT: 



Earl of Wicklow. 
Earl of Gi.engall. 
Viscount Canning. 



Lord Dg Tablby. 

Lord Stanley of Alderley. 
Lord Monteacle of Brandon. 



THE LORD MONTEAGLE of Brandon in the Chair. 



JOHN WOOD, Esquire, is called in, and examined as follows : 

2070. Chairman.'] YOU are, at present, at the head of the Board of Inland 
'Revenue ? 

I am. 

2071. Before your appointment to that office, I believe that you filled the office 
of head of the distinct Boards which are now consolidated ? 

The Stamps and Taxes ; I consolidated those two Boards, and subsequently I 
was sent to the Excise, about 16 years ago, and since that period all the three 
Boards have been consolidated under the title of Inland Revenue. 

2072. How many years altogether have you been in the Revenue servicer 

A little more than 20 years. 

2073. Previously to your appointment, I believe you were a member of the 
English bar, on the Northern Circuit? 

I was so. 

2074. Since your connexion with the Board of Excise, has it been your duty to 
direct your special attention to the collection of the duties upon spirits and upon 
malt in Ireland ? 

That is so. 

2075. Is it not that part of the Inland Revenue which requires the most con- 
stant supervision and vigilance ? 

I think it is. 

2076. Will you tell us the amount of the malt and spirit revenue in the course 
-of last year in Ireland, as compared with the total Excise revenue, and with the 
total revenue of Ireland ? 

The revenue, from spirits in Ireland, in the last year was 1,245,000 1, from 
malt 226,000 1., making altogether 1,471,000/, 

2077. What proportion does that bear to the total Excise revenue, and to the 
total revenue as paid in Ireland ? 

The gross receipt of Excise revenue for the last year ending the 5th of January, 
was 1,640,000/., and the net revenue was 1,637,000/. 

2078. Could you tell us what the whole revenue paid in Ireland for that year 
was? 

Customs, 2,091,870/.; Excise, 1,641,942Z. : Total, 3,733,812 /. 

(262. 8 .) b b 3 2079.- The 
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2079. The Committee, I believe, are justified in concluding, that the spirit 
duty in Ireland amounts to at least one-fourth, put in round numbers, of the 
total revenue that is collected in Ireland ? 

To more than that. 

2080. Does that include the amount of duty paid on Irish spirits transmitted 
to England? 

No ; that is the actual duty received in Ireland ; there may be a lew casks that 
come duty paid to this country ; but the usual practice is to ship in bond and pay 
the full duty here. 

2081. Could you tell us the number of gallons that have been transmitted to 
England of Irish spirits ? 

Yes, I will furnish it. 

The following Paper was handed in : 



AN ACCOUNT of the Qnamity of Spirits imported into England from Ireland 
in the following Years. 



YEARS. 


GALLONS. 




YEARS. 


GALLONS. 


1843 - 


384,563 




1848 - 


1,029,802 


1844 - 


850,201 




1849 - 


890,021 


1845 - 


1,102,946 




1850 - - ' 


828,138 


1846 - 


1,418,448 




1851 - 


976,997 


1847 - 


1,072,450 




1852 - 


1,258,993 



2082. Earl of Wicklow.'] Do you mean with regard to this year, or the 
average ? 

I can give it for a series of years. 

2083. Do you believe it to be on the increase? 

It is on the increase. 

2084. Chairman.] Then in dealing with the question of the Irish spirit duties, 
and with the danger of fraud that may exist, and that in certain past times have 
largely existed, we have a right to consider, not only the amount of spirits which 
are consumed in Ireland, but the total amount of spirits which are produced in the 
distilleries of Ireland ? 

Certainly. 

208,5. When in these Excise returns, which are on the table of the Committee 
and before Parliament, the number of gallons of spirits brought to charge is 
returned by you ; does that comprehend the total amount of gallons of spirits 
that are manufactured, or only the amount of spirits which are taken out for home 
consumption ? 

That depends on the exact words in which the return is called for. The amount 
of spirits brought to charge comprehends all. The quantity retained for home 
consumption was in the year 1843, 5,546,483 gallons, and that quantity has gone 
on almost uniformly increasing, until in the last year, 1852, the quantity was 
8,208,256 gallons. 

2086. Referring to that return which is in your hand, could you tell us the 
amount of spirits brought to charge in the last 10 years, from 1842 to the begin- 
ning of the year 1853 ? 

Yes, certainly. 

The 
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The following Paper was delivered in : 



AN ACCOUNT of the Quantity of Spirits charged with Duty in Ireland, in the 
following Years, for Home Consumption. 



YEARS. 


GALLONS. 




YEARS. 


GALLONS. 


1843 - 


5,546,483 




1848 - 


7,072,933 


1844 - 


6,451,137 




1849 - 


6,973,333 


1845 - 


7,605,196 




1850 - 


7,408,086 


1846 - 


7,952,076 




1851 - 


7,550,518 


1847 - 


6,037,383 




1852 - 


8,208,256 



2087. Does that return show a satisfactory state of the spirit duty in itself, 
more especially taking into account the diminution of the population which has 
taken place within that time ? 

Very satisfactory indeed ; and that diminution is not generally calculated, and, 
therefore, the public are not aware at first sight of the very large proportion which 
the increased consumption of spirit bears to the population. 

2088. Viewing that return with the experience that your long official knowledge 
gives you, does it lead your mind, as far as one return can do taken in itself, to a 
conviction that no very great or progressive increase of smuggling or fraud has 
been going- on within those 10 years ? 

I am quite convinced that the opportunity for both has very much diminished. 

2089. Earl of Jficklow.] What opportunity do you refer to? 

Smuggling is of two kinds ; first, that of the licensed distillers, who will often 
contrive that a part of their stock shall escape charge ; I think that our regulations 
with regard to the distilleries are so much better than they were, and the class of 
officer over them has so much improved, that the opportunity of getting rid of 
overstock, as it is technically called, is very much diminished ; the other description 
of smuggling is by the unlicensed distiller, who pays no duty at all ; and I think 
that, chiefly owing to the better discipline and the greater experience of the 
Revenue P olice, the illicit smuggler has been very much interfered with in his 
operations. 

2090. Chairman.'] You have stated that that increase of duty paid spirit has 
gone on concurrently with the great reduction in the population ? 

Yes. 

2091. Mas not it also, during a considerable portion of those years, gone on 
concurrently with a diminished price of grain? 

Yes, certainly. 

2092. Is not the diminished price of grain one of the exciting causes which 
encourages illicit distillation, unless the repressive powers used are efficient ? 

Very much. We always anticipate a great increase of illicit distillation when- 
ever there is a favourable harvest. 

2093. Earl of Wicklow.] Do you not find that the same cause, the low price of 
grain, gives great encouragement to the legal distiller also ? 

No doubt it does. 

2094. Chairman.] However great tliat encouragement may be to the licensed 
trader, is not the encouragement which a low price of grain gives to the illicit dealer 
more effective than the same cause, acting in the great towns and markets where 
the licensed distiller carries on bis operations ? 

Yes, I think it is ; I think the temptation is greater. 

2096. During that time, from the year 1843 up to the present time, the duties 
have been invariably the same ? 

Yes, from the year 1 843 up to the present time they have been the same. 

(262. 8.) b b 4 2090. You 
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2096. You spoke of tlic improved discipline of the Revenue Police ? 

: Yes. 

2097. I believe the revision of that establishment, and its re-organization under 
Colonel Brereton, took place anteriorly to your appointment to the Excise? 

I found Colonel Brereton already appointed ; about two years before I joined 
the Excise. 

2098. Have you the means of knowing, both from the communications of your 
officers in Ireland, from your own observation, and from the records of your 
department, that the appointment of Colonel Brereton, and the re-organization 
which then took place, have produced a very great improvement in the character 
of the Revenue Police, and in its efficiency in performance of duty ? 

Very much so ; I may mention that I was appointed just about the period the 
Chairman was Chancellor of the Exchequer, and your Lordship directed my 
particular attention to it, and to Colonel Brereton’s management of the force. 

I went over to Ireland ; and I think in four successive years I accompanied 
Colonel Brereton on liis annual inspection, taking different portions of Ireland 
each year ; I believe that I visited almost every company of Revenue Police, and 
I visited them not only by land but by sea, and endeavoured to make myself 
entirely master of the working and machinery of the corps. 

2099. Will you explain to the Committee what was the result of those obser- 
vations which you made r 

I was very much struck with the discipline of the force, the cleanliness of the 
men, their punctuality and their activity ; I have been out with them on mountain 
sendee, and seen still-hunting ; I have been also on board the steamer with them 
to visit some of the islands off the coast, and I never saw a more efficient or 
better ordered body of men. 

2100. Are you enabled to state to the Committee whether the relations of the 
Revenue Police to the peasantry have assumed an entirely different character since 
the re-organization of the force under Colonel Brereton to what they were 
before ? 

An entirely different character. 

2101. Will you explain in what that difference exists? 

Previous to Colonel Brereton taking tlic command, they were a force entirely 
without discipline, and 1 believe that a great number of tlie outrages which were 
committed in Ireland were committed by this body of men, without discipline, 
with arms in the hands, and who were permitted to live as they pleased, with their 
wives and families scattered about in the villages, forming, therefore, in fact, a 
part of the population, and not shut up in barracks ; at present they live entirely 
in barracks, and no married man is suffered to remain in the force ; and they 
have altogether different relations as regards the peasantry. Then greater precau- 
tions are taken, which I hold to be most essential as to the character of the men 
we introduce ; no man can he introduced unless, in the first place, he has the 
highest recommendation from resident magistrates or clergy or other persons in 
authority ; he is examined as to his proficiency in reading and writing, in addition 
to his certificates of character, and he must also bring with him to the depdt 
where he is finally examined such a stock of clothing and necessaries (his uniform 
is afterwards given him) as shows he is not one of the most pauperized of the 
population ; that lie is, in fact, a person of a more elevated rank than the peasantry 
generally. 

2102. Were they not the sons of small farmers ? 

Yes, very frequently. 

2103. Will you have the goodness to explain what effect, in your judgment, 
the establishment of the depot in Dublin, to train the recruits before they are 
sent on actual duty, has produced upon tlie men ? 

It has the very best effect. The actual discipline of the depot is entrusted to a 
discharged sergeant, I think from Woolwich, who was selected by Colonel- 
Brereton, a man in whom we have the greatest confidence, and who appears to 
me to be perfectly master of his business, and to enforce all the regulations with 
the utmost regularity. 1 never go to Ireland without visiting that depdt, and it 
is perfectly astonishing to see in six weeks the difference which is made in the 
appearance of the privates. 

2104. Do 
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2104. Do you consider that the dep6t under the immediate cognizance of a 
steady soldier, and within reach of the observation of the head of the establish- 
ment, enabled the Chief Inspector not only to judge of the military discipline, 
but in some respects to judge likewise of the steadiness and moral character of 
the individuals about to enter their force ? 

No doubt of it ; and since Colonel Brereton’s retirement, accommodation has 
been found for Colonel Maclachlan on the premises. He lives there. The depdt, 
with several acres of land, and very nice grounds, is about a mile from Dublin. 
The men are under his eye many times in the day ; he goes to his office in Dublin 
during the day, but he lives in the dep6t. 

2105. Will you explain the subordination of rank which there is in the Revenue 
Police ; and what modes are adopted to give to Colonel Maclachlan in the first 
instance, and ultimately in all important cases to the Board of Excise themselves, 
a cognizance of all the proceedings of the Revenue Police, and cognizance of 
every complaint that is made against them ? 

Colonel Maclachlan is the Chief Inspector, and there is under him a second 
Inspector. They are resident in Dublin, and have an establishment of clerks 
under them. Then the country Revenue Police is divided into between 70 and 
80 parties, consisting generally of a lieutenant and 14 men. Every third or 
fourth party is also under the control of a Sub -inspector, but in case the Sub- 
inspector be at any particular station instead of the lieutenant, there is a sergeant 
under him in the actual command of the party ; each Sub-inspector having the 
command probably of three or four parties. Perhaps your Lordship would see 
that at a glance ? by looking at the map I have already put in, you will see the 
residences of the Sub-inspectors, and the parties they command. 

2106. Are reports made to you of complaints or of imputed misconduct on the 
part of any of the Revenue Police ? 

Every round, that is every six weeks, we have a full detail transmitted to us 
by Colonel Maclachlan, of the occupation and conduct and discipline of the 
force. The still-bills, as they are called, which describe each day’s work, having 
been declared to before magistrates, are sent to Colonel Maclachlan, and he sends 
them on to the Board, with any marginal remarks he thinks fit. Those are looked 
over by some member of the Board. Very often no question arises upon them, 
but if otherwise, an inquiry takes place. If any special cases requiring the 
interference of the Board arise, a special report is immediately made to the Board 
by Colonel Maclachlan. Therefore, the Board is kept constantly informed of 
what is the efficiency of the Revenue Police. It is, in fact, something like the 
log of a man of war, which is transmitted to the Admiralty from time to time. 

2107. From what class of persons is the lieutenant taken ? 

It is one condition of his appointment that he shall be a gentleman, and never 
have been in any occupation at all derogatory to that character. 

2108. Are you aware that the improvement of the character of the lieutenants 
was one of the principles sought to be introduced in the re-organization of the 
corps by Colonel Brereton ? 

Certainly ; and the character of the officers has changed quite as much as the 
character of the men since that re-organization. 

2109. Can you inform the Committee whether, in the administration of your 
functions, the subject of complaint made against either a lieutenant or any other 
officer of your police is administered with great strictness, or on a relaxed 
principle ? 

With great strictness, but I think with great justice ; and, as far as is com- 
patible with discipline, with great kindness and forbearance. 

2110. Have you known many instances in which reclamations have been made 
to the Board of Excise on behalf of officers or men who have been dismissed from 
the service ? 

Yes, they are but too frequent ; I attribute that very much to the fashion that 
prevails, and particularly in Ireland, that it any person gets into any scrape, he 
always finds that the good nature of the people is such, that they will sign any 
memorial in his favour. 

2111. Speaking generally, where an explanation has been given by the depart- 
ment, of which you are the head, to those persons making those remonstrances* 
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has the general result been that they have been satisfied with the justice Of your 
decisions ? 

I think so ; with one or two exceptions, which I attribute rather to perhaps 
preconceived notions, and perhaps a little temper in the course of the discussion, 
but I think, generally, our decisions have been acquiesced in. My plan has been 
this, that if any gentleman does me the honour to call upon me personally to ask 
for any explanation, I always send for the original papers, and beg that he will 
look at them himself, and form his own opinion. 



2112 . Speaking generally, has that satisfied parties that the judgment was 
justly given? 

I think so, and more particularly on this account, that I always say we have 
nothing whatever to conceal ; we have not a paper in the office that may not be 
read at Charing-cross by any one curious to look at it. 



2118. Can you tell us the expense of your corps? 

In round numbers, including the steamer, it is about 45,000 /. a year. 



2114. The steamer, I believe, has been added during your period of service ? 

It has. When] went to the Excise I found we had three sailing cruizers, which 
were of very little use to us on the coast of Ireland, because the sm ugglers could see 
if they were approaching ; they also did duty on the coast of Scotland. We sold 
the three cruizers and purchased one steamer, an old steamer, that answered so 
well, that on its wearing out, the Government authorized the building of another. 
I believe that steamer enables us to do the work of at least four cruizers on the 
coasts of Ireland and Scotland. 



2115. Earl of Wicklow .] Where is that steamer usually stationed ? 

The steamer is made responsible for suppressing illicit distillation on the coast, 
between the entrance of the Lough Foyle to Galway, and would go further, if 
necessary. It is stationed occasionally on Lough Foyle ; at Derry occasionally, in 
Sheep-haven. The depot for coal is in the harbour of Killibegs, which being 
land-locked is very secure ; and then it works down the coast, including the 
islands, to Sligo and to Galway, and numerous islands at the entrance of the Bay 
of Galway, South Arran islands more particularly. 

2116 . How does the expense of the steamer now stand as compared with the 
antecedent expense of the cutters ? 

I think the expense is about one-third of what the cutters cost. 

2117. How does the efficiency stand ? 

The efficiency is 10 times greater; when I landed on Tory Island with Colonel 
Brereton, the most remote island off the north-west coast, in summer time, for the 
purpose of seeing what the people would think of the Revenue Police, a man 
notorious as a smuggler said, “ Well, gentlemen, there is an end of our trade ; your 
cutters used to beat about three or four days, and we always knew when they were 
coming, but now you have stolen a march upon us; you will find nothing; it is 
not the season for distillation, and our stills are hid in the bogs, and it is impossible 
for you to find them; I have told my two sons, who are smugglers like myself, 
that we had better make up our minds and emigrate;” they did so, and the whole 
family went to America. 

, Will you state to the Committee what class of officers and men employed 

m the Revenue Police are provided with an Excise commission ? 

We always take care that at least one person connected with each party holds 
an Excise commission ; because all their authority is derivative ; they have none 
as Be venue policemen, and therefore we give them authority by a commission. 

. 2119. And under the Excise laws, if one of your officers being out with the 
police party holds a Revenue commission, do those who accompany him become, 
tinder the terms of the Act of Parliament, his assistants in executing his duty, and 
acquire the rights and privileges which the Act of Parliament gives them in that 
capacity ? 

Precisely so. 

• ^-u°u ®kould you consider it safe to execute your functions in the mountains 
in still -hunting, without the officer’s presence who had that Excise commission? 

Certainly not ; the Revenue Police under such circumstances would have no 
authority whatever. 
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2121. Will you describe the difference of authority that would be possessed, 
supposing unfortunately, contrary to your orders, a detachment went out without 
an Excise authority, and that which they would possess if they went out under 
the protection and authority given them by the Excise warrant ? 

Perhaps I had better answer that question by stating in what respect the law in 
Ireland (1 & 2 Will. 4, c. 55) differs from that in force in England for the 
suppression of illicit distillation and malting ; by the 1st section of that Act, called 
the Illicit Distillation Act, mills and kilns for grinding and drying grain are to be 
entered with the officer of Excise ; by the second section, where the owner of an 
unentered kiln cannot be found, the officer of Excise may destroy the kiln after 
notice posted thereon ; by section 6, officers of Excise maj enter and search mills ; 
by sections 11,14 and 15, still-makers are to admit the officers of Excise to their 
premises, and must stamp their names and contents of still on all stills made by 
them, and not remove any still without a permit ; by section 18, officers may 
search for stiffs, wash, &c., without a magistrate’s warrant: and by section 21, 
magistrates, landlords or their agents or bailiffs may seize stiffs. 

2122. Earl of Wicklow.] All that is in case they have a warrant from your 
office ? 

In case they have an Excise commission. 

2123. Chairman.] Could those duties or any of them be performed unless they 
were actually under such authority ? 

Certainly not; and in the earliest period of the Revenue Police, instead of 
giving the Excise commission to any one of the party, the party was always 
accompanied by an actual Excise officer, a gauger ; that was found inconvenient, 
and very harassing to our men, and of no use, and therefore when Colonel Brereton 
took the command, he himself had a commission given to him, and a commission 
was given to one at least of each party. 

2124. And in the same way a commission is given now to Colonel Mac- 
lachlan ? 

The commission is given now to Colonel Maclachlan. 

2125. Viscount Canning .] Would the possession of a warrant by an officer of 
the Revenue Police, who was not accompanied by any man of his own force, and 
only by men of the constabulary or any of your constables, empower him to act 
under his orders and execute those duties ? 

Certainly ; the officer bearing the Excise commission may summon to his assist- 
ance any persons he pleases, whether armed or not, and he protects them by virtue 
of his commission ; but all their authority is derivative. 

2126. Earl of Wicklow .] Is that commission given to one individual, or is it a 
document which could be transferred from one person to another ? 

It is given to an individual by name, and could not be transferred. 

2127. Chairman.'] Will you state what the ancient practice was with respect to 

Writs of Assistance, and contrast that with the practice now in force? 

The period has so long gone by at which Writs of Assistance. were used that I 
have had some difficulty in finding one; but I have one, and it is dated 1808. 
The Writ of Assistance was given under the 46th of Geo. 3, c. 106, s. 57, and 
it was granted on very high authority certainly, inasmuch as it required the sig- 
nature of the Chief Secretary for Ireland and the Chief Baron of the Exchequer, 
as well as various registering officers. The Writ of Assistance I hold in ray hand 
is signed by William Wellesley Pole, who was then Chief Secretary for Ireland , 
and by O’Grady the Chief Baron, and it is directed to Mr. John Kirby, Surveyor 
of Excise, and he had the power of transferring it to whomsoever he pleased. 
This Writ of Assistance is indorsed, “Delivered this Writ to Mr. Robert Ley 
Hearth, Collector, for his use, per order of Richard Townsend, Esquire, Collector 
of Excise, Clonakilty, 9th August 1810.— John Kirby.” I understand that that 
indorsement transferred to Mr. Ley Hearth, the Collector of Excise, every power 
which Mr. John Kiiby had under it; and I am further informed that the person 
holding the Writ of Assistance could apply at any military barrack and demand 
any number of men and officers he thought fit, to assist him in the execution or 
his Excise duties. It is considered by us that this Writ of Assistance was substan- 
tially repealed by the 7th & 8th of Geo. 4, c. 53, s. 127; since that period Writs 
of Assistance have entirely fallen out of use. 

(262.8.) c c 2 2128 . Would 
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2128. Would you have the goodness, when revising your evidence, to refer to 
the records of your office in order to see distinctly, as far as you can trace it, 
whether that principle of the Writ of Assistance is in fact distinctly repealed, or 
whether it lias gone into disuse by the substitution of another and a better 
system ? 

I have already inquired into that as much as I can do, and the opinion of our 
law adviser is, that although it is not distinctly repealed, it is repealed so much by 
implication that it would be in vain to apply for one. 

2129. Under the present system do you find it in any the slightest degree 
necessary ? 

Never. 

2130. With respect to military assistance, since your administration of the 
Revenue Police, have you found it necessary to have recourse to that military 
assistance which in a case of exigency, and subject to the rules of the War Office, 
you still have the power of requiring ? 

Such an idea has never occurred to me. 

2131. Therefore in dealing with the question of the expense of the Revenue 
Police, the Committee would be warranted in setting off, as against that expense, 
the very large expense which by the use of military in services of this kind has 
antecedently been incurred by the Revenue ? 

Certainly. 

2132. From the records of your office, are you enabled to state whether any, 
and if so, whether pretty constant complaints have not been made by the military 
authorities with respect to the effect of employing military in the enforcement of 
the Excise laws ? 

Yes; and the records are open to all the world, because the complaints are in 
great numbers, printed in one of the Reports of .the Excise Inquiry on British 
Spirits, Part 2 ; and I might detain the Committee nearly a couple of days in 
reading the complaints in the passages I have marked as to the inconvenience of 
employing the military ; it led not only to great expense, but what is much worse, 
the commanding officer states, to the complete demoralization of the men. 

2133. Earl of Wicklow Have you ever had occasion to dismiss any of this 
police force in consequence of temptation or bribery, or any course of impropriety 
in connexion with the private distiller ? 

T do not think that we have ; I do not recollect any such instance. The dis- 
missals are generally for some act of misconduct relating to discipline ; but not at 
all in connexion with their intercourse with traders. 

21 34. Then you have never had occasion to complain among your force of any 
of that species of disorganization which was supposed to have prevailed amongst 
the military ? 

Never, as far as I recollect. 

2135. Chairman.'] Have there not been cases, especially in respect to malt, in 
which persons, a considerable number of persons occasionally, have been dismissed 
upon the ground of their turning to their own account the malt which they had 
seized ; as, for instance, where malt was seized, and where it ought to have been 
forfeited or destroyed, some of your people have made use of it for feeding their 
pigs, or allowing it to be so used, and their dismissal has followed ? 

I remember one instance of that kind, where there was a seizure of malt which 
it was supposed had been destroyed according to the usual regulations ; but it 
turned out, that a part of it was secreted, and that it was used for fattening pigs. 
It was only a small quantity, but very prompt measures were taken to punish the 
offender. 

2136. Earl of Wicklow. Was that in the police barrack ? 

Yes. 

. 2137. Were those policemen who were prosecuted in that transaction resident 
in the barracks ? 

I think it was a case in which the malt was supposed to be destroyed ; but a 
part of it was smuggled away before it was actually destroyed, and given to a pig- 
feeder, and not applied to their own private use. ■ 

213-8. Was 
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2138. Was it used for pigs of their own, or disposed of to some other party? 

Yes ; I believe they are not allowed to have pigs or cattle of any kind. 

2139. Then, in fact, you have never had any but that one solitary instance? 

I only recollect that one, and that was promptly visited. 

2140. Were there many of the force implicated in that transaction ? 

My recollection is, that the sergeant was held responsible for the transaction, 
that he was called on his responsibility, and one or two of the privates ; it is three 
or four years ago, and it was only casually before me. 

2141. Chairman.] In that case, the sub-officer was degraded for that act, 
although he had a long period of service of a most irreproachable kind ? 

Yes, I believe so. 

2142. Are the Committee to understand that those points of law and duty, to 
which you have called their attention from the Act of Parliament, are acts which 
can only be performed under the Excise commission ? 

There would be no power without that Excise commission. 

2143. Will you tell us whether you consider that those powers you have 
referred to, are essential for the administration of your functions in repressing 
illicit distillation ? 

Quite essential. 

2144. Will you be so good as to turn to the 7th & 8th Geo. 4, c. 53, and state 
what that Act is ? 

It is what we call the General Management Act for both Great Britain and 
Ireland. 

2145. That Act was passed, I believe, in the time of the late Mr. Carr ? 

In 1827, the elder Mr. Carr, who was Solicitor of the Excise. 

2146. Wa3 that Act prepared, do you remember, after the deliberations and 
the inquiries which took place under Lord Wallace’s Commission ? 

Yes. 

2147. Of which Mr. Herries was a member ? 

■ I believe so. 

2148. It was then well considered, and is still in force? 

It is, in fact, our code of law. 

2149. You have stated the powers which are given under the Illicit Distilla- 
tion Act to the member of the Revenue Police holding the Excise commission, 
and you have stated that the Revenue commission in his hands gives similar 
authority to the men acting with him ? 

Yes. 

2150. Will you explain from the Act in your hand what are the peculiar pro- 
tections which are given to the officers acting under the Excise commission ; 
will you turn to the 114th clause, and tell us what are the provisions of that 
clause? 

Perhaps I had better begin with the 35th, the marginal note of which is, 
“ Justices, constables, &c., required to assist revenue officers.” The 36th is, “Con- 
stable or other peace officer, on notice or request, not going with the officer of 
Excise when his presence is required by law, to forfeit 20/.” Sec. 39 is, that 
“ Persons obstructing officers, & c., in making seizures or rescuing the same, or 
destroying the packages, to forfeit 200 /.” The 40th is, “ Officers, &c., violently 
resisted in making any seizure may oppose force to force, and, upon being pro- 
secuted therefore, shall be admitted to bail, and may plead the general issue.” 

2151. Turn to the 114 th clause, and explain what protection the law gives to. 
the Excise officers, or anv one holding the Excise commission in the execution 
of his duty? 

The marginal note is, “ No action against officer of Excise without a month's 
notice, expressing the names and places of abode of the plaintiff and his 
attorney.” 

2152. Turn to the 115th clause, and state the effect of that clause? 

“ That if any action or suit shall be brought, raised or commenced against 
>s _ ( 262 . 8 .) c c 3 ■ ariy 
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John Wood , Etq. an y officer of Excise, or any person employed in the revenue of Excise, or any 

person acting in the aid and assistance of such officer or person so employed, as 

ist- August 1853; aforesaid, for any thing done in pursuance of this Act, or any other Act or 

— * Acts of Parliament relating to the revenue of Excise, such action or suit shall 

be commenced within the space of three calendar months next after the cause 
of action shall have arisen, and shall be laid and prosecuted in the proper county 
or place wherein the same arose ; and the defendant or defendants in any such 
action or suit may plead the general issue, and give this Act and the special 
matter in evidence thereunder at any trial to be had thereupon, and if after- 
wards a verdict shall pass the defendant or defendants, or the plaintiff or plain- 
tiffs shall be nonsuited, or shall discontinue such action or suit, or, if judgment, 
shall be given against such plaintiff or plaintiffs upon demurrer or otherwise, 
then and in every such case such defendant or defendants shall have treble 
costs awarded to him or them against such plaintiff or plaintiffs.” The 115th 
clause has been modified in. some degree, as to the amount of costs, by 5 & G 
Viet. c. 07, s. 2, but the principle is the same. 

2153. Now refer to the 116th clause, and inform the Committee what is its 
purport? 

“Tender of amends may be made within one month after notice given, and 
pleaded in' bar if not accepted.” “In case _ of nonsuit, &c. costs may be 
awarded.” * “ If verdict for plaiutiff, damages and costs may be given.” 

2154. Now pass to the 118th clause ? 

“ No evidence to be given of a cause of action not expressed in the notice. 

* Provided always, and be it enacted, that no such plaintiff or plaintiffs shall, on 

the trial of any such action or suit, be permitted to produce any evidence of any 
cause of action, except such as shall be contained and set forth in such notice as 
aforesaid, nor shall recover any verdict against any such officer or person as 
aforesaid, unless it shall he proved on the trial of such action or suit that such 
notice was given ; and the defendant or defendants in such action or suit shall 
in default of such proof recover a verdict, with such costs as aforesaid.” 

2155. Will you read at length the 119th clause? 

The 119th clause is this: “And be it further enacted, that in case any 
information shall be commenced and brought to trial or hearing for the con- 
demnation of any goods, commodities or chattels seized as forfeited, under or by 
virtue of this Act, or any other Act or Acts of Parliament, relating to the 
revenue of Excise, wherein a verdict or decision shall be given or made for the 
claimant or claimants thereof, and it shall appear to the judge or court before 
whom the same shall be tried or heard, that there was a probable cause of seizure 5 
such judge or court shall certify upon the record or other written proceedings 
on such information, that there was a probable cause for making such seizure, 
and in such case the officer of Excise, or person who made or assisted in making 
such seizure, shall not be liable to any action, indictment or other suit or prose- 
cution on account of such seizure, or of the detention of any such goods, com- 
modities or chattels; and in case any action, indictment or other suit or 
prosecution shall be brought to trial or hearing against any officer of Excise or 
person on account of the seizing of any such goods, commodities or chattels, or 
of the detention thereof (whether any information shall have been or shall be 
brought to trial or hearing for the condemnation of the same or not), and a 
verdict or sentence shall be given thereupon against the defendant or defendants 
therein, if the court or judge before whom such action, indictment or other suit 
or prosecution shall be tried or heard shall certify in like manner os aforesaid 
that there was probable cause for such seizure, then and in such case the plaintiff 
or plaintiffs therein, besides the goods, commodities and chattels respectively so 
seized, or the value thereof, shall not be entitled to more than two-pence damages, 
nor to any costs of suit, and the defendant or defendants therein shall not be 
imprisoned, nor be fined more than one shilling thereon.” 

2156. You have already stated that you are a member of the English bar ; is 
not the effect of that clause the following : that in the event of an officer seizing, 
and of proceedings taken in court, even if the evidence showed that the officer 
had seized without legal authority, and that the goods seized belonged to the 
party in whose possession they were found, and were not properly seizable j still 
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if the judge certified “ probable cause,” the verdict would only be entered for 
2 d. damages without costs ? 

Yes ; 2 d. damages, and the fine could not be more than 1 s . That would in 
fact put a stop to any idea of an action against them. 

2167. In ordinary cases, if there were proceedings taken at law against one of 
your officers, and if you considered that he had acted bona fide in the transaction, 
would not the revenue itself undertake the defence of that officer ? 

No doubt of it, and he would be defended by the officers of the Crown. 
But the Board always exercise a discretion, by very searching previous inquiry 
as to the probable grounds. We had a case the other day, near London, in which 
I thought our officers had acted very rashly. They obtained a warrant, and 
entered a house in search of something illicit ; they found nothing, and I thought 
there was no probable cause ; and I therefore left them to make their own terms 
with the paity aggrieved. They were threatened with an action, and they were 
served with notice. I investigated the case very carefully myself, and I sent for 
the men, and reproved them for their incaution, and told them they would 'have 
to make their own terms. At the same time, I sent for the party aggrieved or. 
his representative, and endeavoured to calm him down a little, and succeeded in 
making terms for them ; they paid all the expenses of the repairs of the house, 
and the shutter they had broken, and also 10 l. 

2158. Viscount Canning. ] Have similar cases of excessive exercise of power 
occurred frequently on the part of the Revenue Police in Ireland ? 

I do not recollect one single case, and I only recollect two instances in England, 

’ both of them very near London ; I dare say the Committee recollect one, the case 
of Mr. Toulmin Smith. 

2159. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] ' Still in the event of any of your officers 
entering a house and not finding any illicit spirit, or not being what you deem 
a sufficient ground of suspicion to have justified them in entering, they would he 
liable to the same action and damages and the same penalties as any person not 
employed in the collection and protection of the revenue ? 

They would have no protection then from their Excise commission, because 
the judge, on the action being tried, would not certify that there was probable 
cause. 

2160. Chairman .] Will you turn to the 119th clause of the 7th & 8th of 
Geo. 4, c. 53, which you have just read, and state whether under that clause, 
supposing a party entering a house in quest of illicit spirits finding none, an 
action brought against him, hut the judge specifying that there had been probable 
cause for entering, would he not be entitled under that section to the nominal 
damages ? 

No doubt of it, if it were a case of seizure. 

2161. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] Under what circumstances would the officer 
be justified in seizing spirits upon premises, where there was no evidence to show 
they were illicit spirits, and where the party holding them had a regular permit 
in his possession ? 

He would not be entitled to seize, and would not seize, but an action would lie 
against him for forcible entry, for breaking into the premises and inconveniencing 
the family ; that was the case the other day near London. 

2162. Chairman.'] Supposing one of the Excise officers having received infor- 
mation that in the house of a country gentleman in Ireland there was a cellar 
which contained illicit spirit ; that under the power vested in him he enters that 
house, breaks open the cellar, and searches and finds spirits there, which he considers 
to be illicit; makes a seizure of those spirits ; that under the 119th clause that 
question is brought before a tribunal ; it is shown that those spirits are not illicit 
spirits, but are licensed spirits, and properly in the possession of the individual ; 
but if it is shown also that the exciseman had probable cause for entering and for 
seizure, and that the judge certify to that extent, would not the exciseman be 
protected under that clause ? 

No doubt of it. 

2163. Earl of Wicklow.] Supposing in that case that they actually found 
illicit spirit, but that that illicit spirit was of such an age that it was purchased at 

(262.8.) cc4 aperiod 
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a period when it was legal to sell the illicit spirit when seized, which period. 
I suppose you may recollect ; what would be the result of that case ? 

It is entirely beyond my experience that illicit spirits were ever permitted to be 
sold. 

2164. You probably then were not in the office you now fill at the time when 
the law empowered the Board to sell illicit spirits when seized ? 

No, 1 was not ; but I know what a great inconvenience there would be from 
selling illicit spirits, because any spirits found in the country would be said imme- 
diately to derive their origin from the Excise sale. 

2165. But do you not suppose that the authorities would have sufficient dis- 
crimination to be able to judge from its antiquity of its legality? 

I think not. 

2166. Chairman.] Have you not heard from your officers that the spirits 
which are prepared in Ireland in those distilleries which distil from malt only, 
as for instance at Bushmills, have a very strong resemblance indeed to illicit 
spirits ? 

Yes, I believe that the Bushmill spirit is more like what is called poteen than 
any in Ireland. 

2167. Supposing some of those spirits found in a man’s premises, against 
whom information had been received, and a seizure to have taken place, acting 
upon the discretion of the officers, and that it was subsequently proved upon trial 
that those were not illicit spirits, but licensed spirit from the licensed distillery at 
Bushmills, but that nevertheless your officer had probable cause to suspect ; would 
not he in that case claim the protection given under that statute, and obtain it ? 

No doubt; and the judge would, in his discretion, grant it. 

2168. Have your officers, under their authority as officers of Excise, the power 
of entering a mill and searching it ? 

Yes. 

2169. Independently of any civil magistrate’s warrant ? 

They have the power of entering into all premises that are what we call entered 
without any warrant at all ; and they have the power of entry with a magistrate’s 
warrant, and that entirely justifies them ; and if they enter without a warrant, and 
find anything which justifies their entry, that is in law a justification of their act. 

2170. And then in such cases if proceedings were taken, and they showed pro- 
bable cause, would they not come under the protection of the 119th clause ? 

They would. 

2171. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] But this complete immunity which your 
officers receive when they make a search in a house upon sufficient grounds, is an 
immunity that they receive, not in virtue of any power they possess, but in virtue 
of representations made by your Board to the Judge ; upon which he certifies, 
which enables them not to suffer from the penalties of the action ? 

No doubt. 

2172. Could not the same course equally be taken with regard to the consta- 
bulary, if they were employed for similar purposes, as they are now taken with 
regard to the officers employed directly under your authority r 

Any man holding an Excise commission, or any number of men acting with 
him as his assistants, have all the powers and protection given by this Act to all 
excisemen. 

2173. Chairman^] You are a lawyer ; and as such I ask whether you are aware 
of any similar clauses, giving similar protection to the ordinary constables or peace 
officers? 

No, certainly not. 

2174. Do you consider that these clauses of protection, as well as those clauses 
granting authority, are necessary for the efficient collection of the Excise duties 
and resistance to fraud ? 

I think it w ould be impossible to collect the Excise duties without those very 
stringent regulations, and the very stringency of them prevents the necessity of 
frequently putting them in force. 

2175. But 
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2175. But without those clauses which are peculiar to the revenue laws, you 
do not think the revenue could be protected ? 

I do not. 

2176. You are acquainted with the Customs laws in those respects? 

Generally. 

2177. And are the protections and powers given in the smuggli. g a s of the 
Customs very analogous to those you have described ? 

Very much so. 

2178. Then referring to all the revenue laws of which you have been the adminis- 
trator — the Stamps, Taxes and the Excise — and having also a general knowledge of 
what the laws of the Customs arc ; I ask you whether you consider that it would 
be practicable to enforce those revenue laws effectively, if those facilities and pro- 
tections to officers in discharge of their duty bond Jide were withdrawn; if 
smuggling offences were merely made cognizable as offences against the ordinary 
law,. and enforced as ordinary criminal offences are enforced? 

Quite impossible. 

2179. Upon that you have no .doubt ? 

No doubt. 

2180. Are not the ordinary supervisors and gaugers taken indiscriminately from 
English and Irish, and considered to be interchangeable between the two countries? 

. They arc interchangeable, and are interchanged to a very considerable extent ; 
in fact, it is an element for promotion that a man shall have served in the three 
countries. 

2181. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] You are speaking of the common Excise 
officer ? 

Yes. 

2182. Can you inform the Committee what force you employ, and what means 
you take to prevent illicit distillation in the highlands of Scotland ; in addition to 
the ordinary force there, have you anything equivalent to the Revenue Police in 
Ireland ? 

Nothing actually equivalent ; we have a force of preventive officers and pre- 
ventive men, and I believe their origin was this : at one time we had six cutters 
employed in the Excise service, and those cutters had on board more men than 
were sufficient for their mere navigation, and they were in the habit of putting 
into places on the coast of Scotland and landing a number of men, say 10 or 20, 
who scoured the country, making the cutters their head quarters ; and as I have 
before stated, we have now no sailing cutters, but merely one steamer. Owing 
to the great assistance we received from the landed gentry in Scotland, particularly 
I may say from Mr. Loch, the agent of the Countess Duchess of Sutherland, and 
other great landed proprietors, illicit distillation very much decreased there, and 
was almost annihilated ; but we have still always retained a few of those pre- 
ventive men, but they live entirely on shore, and do all their work on shore, 
except that, occasionally, the steamer has been employed to take them along the 
coast to different stations, to the island of Jura and the island of Arran last year. 
Some symptoms of the revival of illicit distillation, and a little alarm on account 
of the impost of the additional shilling duty, have induced the Board to increase 
our preventive service. We have a force of about 60 men in that service, and 
those men are accompanied by a person who has an Excise commission, and they 
travel the country in twos and threes and fours ; and if there were any reason to 
expect an outbreak of illicit distillation, I should order a force of 15 or 20 men, 
or even more, to assemble at one place ; and if near the coast, the steamer would 
attend them. 

2183. Have you found that force amply sufficient to put down and prevent 
illicit distillation in those extensive districts of the highlands of Scotland ? 

I have so, because I have been aided so cordially by the gentlemen of the 
country ; no sooner was the additional shilling imposed, than I had dommunica- 
tions volunteered by some of the principal noblemen and gentlemen, to tell me 
they were very glad that one shilling had been imposed, apd that I might depepd 
upon their co-operation. 

(262. 8.) I) D 2184. Ip 
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2184. In cases where there is any apprehension of the revival of illicit distil- 
lation, and where a larger force than ordinary would be required, you have had 
no difficulty in getting additional hands to increase your strength, and meet any 
resistance you might expect would be offered to you 1 

In Arran and Jura I collected our old force ; hut in the last few mouths I have 
thought it necessary, as the force was dying out, quickly to recruit it. 

2185. "What is the number of the force, and what amount of discipline do you 
require to make them fit for the service you wish them to perform ? 

The number of the force is very trifling, and there is no discipline, except to 
obey the orders of the particular persons under whom they are placed. 

2186 . Do you find that force as efficient for the purposes you employ them for, 
as the Revenue Police in Ireland are for the purposes they are employed for? 

I have no doubt I shall ; but the two countries are in such different positions, 
both as to the temper and the habits of ihe people, and the assistance we derive 
from the gentry, that I do not think any analogy can be drawn between them. 

2187. Chairman .] We have it in evidence, and the disposition of the Revenue 
Police proves the fact, that the districts in Ireland in which illicit distillation 
prevails are few as compared either with the whole population or the area of 
Ireland ; and that consequently between one-third and one-fourth of the whole 
police force is in one single county ? 

Yes. 

2188. In any part of Scotland or of England do you know less fraud upon the 
Excise spirit revenue than you find in the whole of the province of Munster and 
the greater part of the province of Leinster ? 

The southern parts of Ireland I think are as free from fraud as any part of 
England, except one description of fraud, which is only indirectly a fraud upon 
the revenue, that is in respect of the existence of the shebeen-houses. 

2189. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] To what do you attribute that great 
difference between ihe province of Munster and the province of Connaught; 
seeing that the population of Munster are as wild and the district as desolate a 
distinct as in Connaught, how do you account for it that there is less illicit 
distillation in that province than in Connaught and Ulster ? 

It is exceedingly difficult to account for it; it is one of those surprising 
anomalies which I have sought for a solution of in vain ; perhaps it may be that 
the roads are better, and that consequently they have a better opportunity of 
carrying grain to market ; in Munster also probably there is less turf available in 
that district than in the north and north-west. 

2190. Chairman^] Do you not think that it is partly attributable also to the 
very large markets for grain easily accessible in the south, which, except under 
peculiar circumstances, afford, at least to the farmer, the alternative of selling 
or distilling ? 

I think it is; I have stated that the good roads might be one cause. 

2191. Earl of U'icklow.] Do you not consider that in that part of the north of 
Ireland where private distillation has so much prevailed, there is the same if 
not a better and easier communication with great market towns than even 
in Munster, such as Derry, Belfast and others? 

Belfast is at a very considerable distance, and we have no illicit distillation, or 
scarcely any, in the county of Antrim. 

2192. In respect of Londonderry, how is it ? 

Derry is so near that remarkably wild district of lnnishowen, that of course 
there is a great deal of illicit distillation there, and the illicit distilled spirit is 
consumed in the city of Derry. 

2193. Chairman.'] Are you able to inform the Committee whether it is or not 
the fact, that whilst the commercial communications with the east and with the 
south of Ireland, say from Belfast round to Cork, have been long opened and 
used, direct communications for commercial purposes between the west of Ireland 
and England have been of much later introduction ? 

Quite so. 

2194. Do 
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2194. Do not the facilities given by steam navigation act much more power- 
fully along the eastern coast than they can act by possibility along the western ? 

Yes. 

219§. Earl of Wicklow.] You naturally expect, do you not, from that easy 
communication with the west of Ireland, that the inducement to private distil- 
lation will be very much diminished ? 

I think it will be. 

2196. Chairman.] In Colonel Brereton’s report upon the formation of his corps, 
he states in respect to the law by winch the Revenue Police is governed, “ The 
law has given to this force powers stronger and more summary than to any other 
armed force of the empire. The utmost precaution therefore in the selection of 
men and officers, and their subjection to rigid discipline before entering on their 
duties, is the more absolutely necessary.” That corresponds with and sums up 
the evidence you have given in a more detailed shape ? 

Quite so. 

2197. You are acquainted from your own observation, and from what you 
have learnt, I presume, with the state of the constabulary force in Ireland? 

I have had some opportunity of seeing it; it is scattered all over the country; 
you cannot travel in any direction without meeting with the constabulary ; but I 
have had no opportunity of direct communication either with the officers or with 
the men. 

2198. But whether from your own observation or otherwise, from what you 
have learned, you can give us your opinion, can you not, as to their general 
efficiency and discipline r 

They are a very fine-looking body of men, and I hear that they are considered 
very efficient, and the people generally have great confidence in them. 

2199. You have stated one restriction which you enforce universally upon 
your men, but which is enforced only under certain regulations upon the consta- 
bulary ; your men are prohibited from marriage altogether ? 

Yes. 

2200. Do you find that essential ? 

We find it essential to our system. The chief inspectors have always consi- 
dered it was essential to discipline that the men should live in barracks. It is 
quite impossible to have married men with their wives and families in the 
barracks. 

2201. Do you not find it necessary also to observe great discretion and reserve 
as to the information you get, that is, in respect of secrecy, as to the proceedings 
of your corps ? 

Yes. 

2202. Do you apprehend that the marriage of the men tells upon the question 
of their discretion and secrecy ? 

It tells in two ways ; I believe first that a man who is married has a tempta- 
tion to talk of what is going on ; and then in the next place, if a man live out of 
the barracks, every movement that he makes becomes known ; whilst on the 
contrary, if you have the party shut up in the barracks, the people about know 
nothing of your intentions till the force issues from the barrack.. In Ireland, it 
is astonishing how rapidly and generally information is communicated. 

2203. Your force is now distributed according to the map that you have 
given to us ? 

It is so. 

2204. And you have given us a return, from which it appears that each party 
generally consists of 11 men and 2 officers on the average at each station ? 

That is about the number. 

2206. That force is a much larger force than the average force which appears 
to be stationed under the direction of the constabulary, the latter showing an 
average of seven, not 13 ; do you consider that, that larger force at your stations 
is absolutely necessary ; and if you do consider it to be absolutely necessary for 
the execution of their duty, will you state the reasons for your opinion ? 

We have a force in Ireland, in round numbers, of 1,100 Revenue Police, and 
(262.8.) d d 2 it 
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it has been found necessary to have a number of certainly not less than 12 in 
any one station ; and it is considered better to have so imposing a force, to put 
down the chance of resistance. 

2206. And you do not think their numbers in the separate stations could be 
diminished without producing a risk of cases of collision and violence, arising by 
reason of their reduced force ? 

I know that it was the settled opinion of the two very high military authorities, 
Colonel Brereton and Colonel Maclachlan, who have successively had the com- 
mand of the force, that it was impossible to diminish the number of men in our 
separate parties without very serious risk. 

2207. Are you aware whether the experiment of reducing the number of 
Revenue Police was at any time tried in Ireland ; and if it was tried, what were 
the consequences that attended it ? 

I find, from the reports on record, that it was tried a short time previous to 
Colonel Brereton’s assuming the command, and. re-organizing the force; the 
parties were reduced by one-half ; that is, the number of parties was increased, 
but not the actual number of the force. In a very short time complaints were 
preferred; and an application was made to the Treasury, that each party which 
had been reduced one-half should be filled up to the proper number, so that the 
numerical strength of the police should be increased one-half ; first, a division 
was attempted, instead of 12 parties, having 24 ; but it was found entirely an 
inefficient force, and then an application was made, not to re-unite them, but to 
double the number of each party. 

2208. Can you inform us whether a report was not made upon this subject, on 
the 15th of March 1832, showing, on official authority, the effects which had 
been produced by the reduction of the number of men at the several stations, and 
stating the reasons upon which the Excise recommended the increase of their 
strength ? 

It was ; and will be found in the Appendix to the Seventh Report of the 
Commissioners of Excise Inquiry, at page 67 ; it states, “ At the original 
establishment of the police force, the numerical strength of each party was con- 
siderably greater than it is at present ; and we, from time to time, with your 
Lordship’s approbation, reduced the strength of the several parties, and formed 
the surplus men into additional parties, as the improved state of the country 
rendered it safe to proceed on duty with a smaller force ; but it appears that the 
service cannot be so securely and effectively performed at the present reduced 
strength of the parties, recent attacks having been made upon them by large 
assemblages of people ; and in one instance, it is stated, that the magistrates 
cautioned the commanding officer of the party from attempting to execute his 
duty with so small a force.” 

2209. Are any of those attacks made upon your people now-? 

Never; occasionally when prisoners have been seized, a large mob has assem- 
bled and endeavoured to rescue them; but the police, from their numbers, are 
now enabled to form a hollow square and place the prisoners in the centre, and 
defy resistance. I do not think it is above once in three or four years that any- 
thing of that kind occurs. At the same time, if, instead of 12 or 14 men, the 
parties consisted but of six or seven, I believe that attempts at rescue, and con- 
sequent outrages, would be more frequent ; I think the inclination still remains. 

2210. At any of those times anterior to the re-organization of the Revenue 
Police, are you aware whether the then existing constables of the country were 
accustomed to be called in in aid of the Revenue Police, and to act with them ? 

I believe they were occasionally ; but more frequently the military were 
called in. J J 

2211. What was the effect, as far as you have been able to ascertain it, of such 
an attempt to administer the Excise laws under those combined authorities ; you 
have already stated the case with respect to the military, what was it with respect 
to the constables? 

I have been told that the constables were exceedingly inefficient; and the 
remonstrances from the military were incessant; I see in the same Report to the 
Ireasury, at page 69, it is stated that “this practice was not only attended with 
very considerable expense, but was productive of numerous remonstrances from 
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the military officers, who complained that the soldiers were continually harassed 
and exposed to the temptation of drinking spirits to excess, to the great injury of 
the service ; the aid of the military was therefore in a great measure dispensed 
with, and the force specially employed by the Revenue Police increased, but as 
the surveying officers could not venture to act without military assistance, a new 
arrangement of their business took place.” 

2-212. There is before us, amongst the papers you have put in, an account of an 
experiment of combined action between the constables and the revenue authorities 
in the county of Mayo ; did not that lead to disputes and inquiries carried on by 
the constabulary officers and by the Excise officers, and does not that show great 
difficulty arising out of that combined action? 

I believe that I have furnished the Committee with a statement from our records 
of that transaction. 

2213. A proposition lias been made to the effect of totally abolishing the 
existing Revenue Police, and of confiding all the duties which are now performed 
by them to the constabulary force of Ireland, which is assumed and described to 
be a body stationed in parties, averaging seven men each, all over the country, 
and being in a very high state of efficiency and discipline ; what would be your 
opinion with respect to the security of the revenue with which you are charged if 
that proposition were carried into effect ? 

I should be exceedingly reluctant to be responsible for the security of the 
revenue under any such arrangement, and I should respectfully disclaim any such 
responsibility. 

2214. Do you consider that it would be practicable to administer such a system 
without confiding to the officers of the constabulary, as such, Excise commissions 
in the same manner as Excise commissions are now given to the officers of your 
Revenue Police? 

If the constabulary were not fortified by Excise commissions, they would have 
no authority beyond that which they possess as civil officers of the peace; they 
would therefore be deprived of all the authority which Excise officers possess ; 
and if, on the other hand, I were to give commissions to them, I should do it 
entirely contrary to my own conviction of what was right, because I should 
entrust commissions to persons over whom I had no authority, yet for whose acts 
I ought to be responsible. 

2215. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] If they were accompanied by an officer of 
yours possessing the necessary authority, would they not be equally useful with 
the persons you have hitherto employed under similar circumstances ? 

1 think not, because if they were sure of being accompanied by an officer with 
a commission, the granting of a commission to one of the party of the constabulary 
would have an equal effect ; if they were to be accompanied by an officer of our 
own carrying his commission, they must either be under the command of that 
officer and subject to his direction, or they must not; if they are subject to his 
direction, what becomes of the authority of Sir Duncan M‘ Gregor and his staff ; 
if they were not, I should be very sorry to entrust a commission to a person not 
essentially an Excise officer. 

2216. But if they were under the direction of an officer of your own, you would 
see then no objection to their employment, nor would they be less efficient than 
the persons you now employ ? 

If, instead of being scattered over the country in patrols of threes and fours, 
they were scattered in sevens or eights, they would then more nearly equal the 
force of our own Revenue Police. 

2217. Viscount Canning.] Does your objection to the employment of the con- 
stabulary in the discharge of the duties now performed by the Revenue Police 
extend to all the duties which are entrusted to that particular body? 

Certainly not. 

2218. Chairman.] Then the Committee are to understand that the confiding of 
the revenue duties which are now exercised by the Revenue Police to another body, 
a civil force like the constabulary, would be, in your judgment, inconsistent with 
the safety of the revenue, and your due sense of the responsibility of your 
Board ? 

Entirely. 
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John Wood, Esq. 2219. I think yoll have already stated that if an officer of yours were required 

to be present with the constabulary, you would see inconveniences arising out of 

ist August 1853. t ^ e con fli c ti n g authority that might be the result between your Excise officer and 
the constabulary authority; do you think that that is a serious objection that 
would tend to render the force ineffective ? 

So serious as to be insuperable. I cannot conceive of any force acting efficiently 
under two masters, or that the head of either force would wish to act in such 
a way. 

2220. You have described to us, by reference to the law, the greater powers 
possessed by, as well as the greater protection given to the officers of Revenue 
Police ; and you have stated to us, that you consider that authority and that 
protection to be necessary for the revenue ? 

I think it is. 

2221 . Supposing, in the case of combined action, that one portion of the force 
possessed those authorities and protections, and the other, namely, the con- 
stabulary, did not possess them, what would be the result ? 

If the parties were acting together, the constabulary would be protected by 
the Excise commission held by the Revenue Police ; but it has never yet occurred 
to me for what reason they should act in combination. I think the forces would 
act more beneficially if the constabulary were employed in preserving the peace 
of the country, and the Revenue Police in looking after the revenue of the 
country, than they would by any possible combination. 

2222. Even supposing the presence of the Excise officer communicated his 
authority, as it would do to the constabulary that were taken out by him, or that 
accompanied him, do you not consider that it would be productive of very 
serious inconvenience if the constabulary employed on one day under the Excise 
laws possessed much greater authority and much greater protection than they 
enjoyed the next day, when they were acting in. the discharge of their own 
peculiar duties ; would not this lead to confusion, and can you imagine that it 
would work well ? 

I do not think it would. 

2223. Have not your people a much more immediate power of opposing force 
to force, and if neeessary, of resisting obstruction, even by the use of their fire- 
arms, without the presence and authority of a civil magistrate or a civil 
magistrate’s warrant, than any that is entrusted by law to the constabulary ? 

Their powers are much more extensive. 

2224. Then if those greater powers are now found necessary for the Revenue 
Police, in the event of transferring the protection of the Excise revenue to the 
constabulary, would it not be equally necessary, in your judgment, to give to the 
constabulary those powers as it is to give them to your police at the present 
time ? 

Yes. 

2225. We have had it in evidence that the constabulary are employed as a 
moveable force ; that, supposing the county of Donegal, in a state of entire 
tranquillity, and a neighbouring county in a state of disturbance, the constabulary 
of Donegal are drafted into the disturbed county to preserve the public 
peace? 

Yes ; that is the case. 

2226. Would that system of distributing the forces be consistent with the 
efficient suppression of illicit distillation ? 

We should not be at all safe from illicit distillation if any part of the coun- 
try at present protected by our Revenue Police were left without their pro- 
tection. 

2227. Supposing that, for the purposes of the public peace, one-half of the 
constabulary force in Donegal was necessarily withdrawn from that county, what 
effect do you think would be produced upon illicit distillation? 

If in the winter time, more particularly when grain is abundant, I think illicit 
distillation would immediately revive to some extent: 

2228. Lord 
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2228. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] If there should be only the required force John Wood, Esq. 

sent from the central depAt, that would obviate all objection in that respect? 

Except that any additional force sent on a sudden from the depot would not lst August 1853. 
be acquainted with the localities, nor would they have experience in the peculiar 
working of the force in the suppressing of illicit distillation. 

2229. But if the same force was retained and paid out of the Consolidated 
Fund, instead of being imposed upon the county itself, that of course would 
obviate the objection? 

I thought the question to me implied, that a great proportion of the force was 
occasionally withdrawn. 

2230. Chairman.] As illustrative of this question of an amalgamated power, as 
differing from a distinct responsibility and power, I refer you to a return before 
the Committee, showing the number of officers and men employed in the coast- 
guard service of Ireland. The number is 1,466, at a total expense of 120,652 1 . 
in the last year. Do you think, in justice to that establishment, and to the great 
interests which are involved in the Customs revenue, that it would be practicable 
to place them under your Excise authority, and to entrust their duties to you, or 
to amalgamate them with your Excise force, and undertake the whole responsi- 
bility ? 

I should be very sorry to see the trial made. Independently of spirits and malt, 

I wish to mention that the Revenue Police have a great deal to do with the paper 
duties ; we have been obliged to establish stands at paper mills, and send parties of 
Revenue Police to protect our men. We have also charge of tobacco after it is 
landed, and our seizures of tobacco have been very extensive. Of course, if the 
Revenue Police were abolished, we should want very considerable aid, both to look 
after the tobacco and also to look after the paper. 

2231. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] What have the Revenue Police to do when 
required to attend at the paper mills ? 

In Ireland many of the paper mills are in unfrequented situations, and paper is 
easily conveyed away, and our officers have been exposed to great personal danger; 

I believe in one case even to loss of life ; and the consequence is that at certain 
paper mills we have been obliged to put a lieutenant and a party of police in the 
neighbourhood of one paper mill ; we have a party of 14 police to protect the 
officer, and also to patrol the roads to prevent the carrying away of paper. In the 
same way large seizures of tobacco have frequently been made in the internal parts 
of the country by the Revenue Police. 

2232. Chairman .] Therefore if the Revenue Police were to be abolished, those 
functions which you have last described, and which are purely revenue duties, must 
likewise be performed by the constabulary r 

They must be performed by somebody. 

2233. Are many of those duties of a character that require some degree of 
knowledge of the Excise laws, in order to determine whether the seizure can or 
cannot properly take place, and whether a given act of the trader is legal or illegal r 

No doubt ; a man going to execute the Excise laws ought to be generally 
acquainted with them; but still I think a lieutenant of the Revenue Police, or 
an officer of the constabulary, would soon have sufficient knowledge to guide 
them. 

2234. Are not the duties you have described, duties in which a direct 
responsibility to the Board of Inland Revenue is necessary for their acconw 
plishment ? 

Certainly. 

2235. And if you found any of your Revenue Police in the execution of any 
of those duties neglecting them, or exhibiting a want of sufficient uprightness 
and intelligence to enable him to act with effect, would you not instantly either 
disrate him, or dismiss him, as the case required ? 

Certainly. 

2236. Are those powers of punishment, powers absolutely necessary for tli© 
efficient collection of the revenue? 

Indispensable. 
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2237. How could you exercise such power aud authority if the parties to 
.whom the functions were entrusted were not responsible to you, but were under 
another control ? 

It would be in vain to attempt it ; I cannot see how they well could work. 

2238. You are acquainted with many public departments here; can you 
imagine such a combined use of two forces leading to anything but perpetual 
perplexity, and difficulty of correspondence between the two governing depart- 
ments? 

Not only that, but the entire inefficiency of both. 

2239. Before you had established your steamer, had you had any experience 
of the difficulties arising in seeking for the co-operation, even of the kindred 
force of the Customs in the administration of your authority on the coast and 
in the islands ? 

Very great indeed ; I think the most anxious and painful discussions that I 
have ever had as chairman have been relative to Sir James Dumbrane, when 
he was Chief Inspector in Ireland of the coast-guard. 

2240. Was the character of those discussions arising out of the attempt to 
use the two authorities for the one purpose? 

We made two proposals ; the first was, that the coast-guard should have the 
entire responsibility of suppressing illicit distillation on the north-west coast of 
Ireland ; as an alternative proposal, we said that we would be still responsible, 
provided the coast-guard would boat our men, land them on the islands, wait 
for them, and bring them back ; and in neither of these proposals did we succeed. 
The Revenue Police on shore had driveu the smugglers very much to the small 
islands off the coast, and we found it impossible to suppress smuggling in the 
islands ; but I believe now it is almost unknown there. 

2241. You referred just now to the question of shebeen-houses; do you 
consider those unlicensed houses for the sale of spirit, either licensed or illicit 
spirit, to be a very serious evil in Ireland, which ought to be checked and dealt 
with vigorously ? 

No doubt of it; I believe you have it already in evidence, and every com- 
munication I have had with Ireland strengthens the opinion, that almost all the 
crimes and outrages in Ireland are concocted in the shebeen-houses. They also 
afford, particularly in the northern parts of Ireland, a very convenient outlet for 
the sale of illicit spirits; and the southern parts of Ireland, where illicit distilla- 
tion does not prevail, for the overstock of the licensed distiller. 

2242. Can you refer us to the law upon the subject ? 

The administration of the law, which is contained in various Acts of Parlia- 
ment, which have been renewed for five years from time to time, is expressly 
committed to the constabulary, the 2d & 3d of Victoria, chapter 79, dated 
August 1839, which has been continued for intervals of five years up to the 
present period, gives, I think, most efficient power to the constabulary ; the 
operation of the Act is confined to the constabulary. The Excise have no 
power whatever under the Act; that Act was passed in order to give the con- 
stabulary power ; and I do not think that the Act has been put into force 
efficiently. 

2243. Have you ever had occasion to consider whether the non-efficacy of this 
Act arises from any defect in its wording, or from any neglect in its 
enforcement ? 

I believe from both. 

2244. Can you suggest to the Committee any amendment in the wording of 
the Act that will check a practice which you have described to be alike injurious 
to the public peace and to the Excise revenue ? 

-The subject has engaged the very serious attention of the Board of Excise 
for many years, and various communications have taken place with the 
Treasury and the Irish Government. And, probably, I should put the Com- 
mittee in possession of the most compendious and perspicuous information if I 
read a copy of the Report of Mr. Saurin, the Solicitor to Inland Revenue in 
Jreland, to the Board, as to the sale of spirits in unlicensed houses. It is dated 
the 24th of August 1852 : — “ The provisions contained in the 2d & 3d Victoria 
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referred to by Sir Duncan M'Gregor are certainly (as lie observes) very inade- 
quate to meet, the evil complained of, the sale of spirits by unlicensed persons 
in what are termed shebeen-houses, or in booths at fairs, as in the case of a visit 
and search made in such places, care would no doubt be taken that no spirits 
should be found in quantity requiring a permit or certificate for its protection, 
nor even an appearance of spirits being kept or exposed for sale ; and it is only 
under sucli circumstances that a Sub-inspector, or Chief Constable of Police, 
to whom a warrant is granted for the purpose under that Act, can seise any 
spirits, or prosecute the owner of the house in which they are kept for a penalty; 
and it is really difficult to suggest any more stringent powers being vested in 
the constabulary, or in the officers of this revenue, that could not be considered as 
arbitrary and severe. To make the mere finding of spirits in any quantity iu 
a house or place (unless illicit spirits) penal would subject every individual who 
had spirits in his house to have it examined for the purpose; and if found, that 
the owner would be liable to be prosecuted for it. The law may, however, I 
think be beneficially amended by extending the powers conferred upon 
the magistrates by the first and fourth sections of the Act in question (2 
& 3 Viet. c. 79) to issuing* their warrants to head-constables and constables, 
as well as to Suit-inspectors, to whom or to chief constables they can 
under tlic present law bo alone entrusted, which would include both the 
commissioned and non-commissioned officers of that force, with whom it chiefly 
rests, I think, to suppress the. evil complained of, and which is in reality one more 
affecting the morals and peace of the country than it is detrimental to the interests 
of the revenue ; for as Sir D. M c Gregor observes, in his letter to the Board of 11th 
February 1801, the spirits generally kept and sold in these unlicensed houses 
or places are legally made spirits, on which it is to lie presumed duty has been 
paid, and not spirits illicitly distilled. The Act I have referred to, being a Police 
and not a Revenue. Act, the Board may probably deem it advisable to suggest to 
the Government such an amendment of it as I have pointed out, as one calculated 
to make the provisions of it more effective, and more likely to suppress the evil 
now so generally complained of throughout the country.” On receiving this 
opinion we reported it to the Treasury. I have here a letter from the Board of 
Inland Revenue to the Constabulary Office in Dublin, on the subject of complaints 
preferred against Supervisor Ncwry, by the constabulary, as to his having stated 
that the latter gave information against persons selling spirits without license and 
the copy of a letter from Sir Duncan M'Gregor, in reply to that of the Commis- 
sioners of Inland Revenue, as follows: “Inland Revenue Office, Old Broad- 
street, London, 28th January, 1851. Sir, — The Commissioners of Inland 
Revenue have had under consideration the further report of Sub-inspector James, 
of the constabulary, and the accompanying papers transmitted with your memo- 
randum of the 18th instant, referring to the complaint preferred by that officer 
against the supervisor of this department at Newry ; I am directed to acquaint 
you, that the Board observes with much regret that the communications 
which have passed between the constabulary and the officers of Excise, 
respecting the illegal sale of spirits at the fair of Greeucastle, have not 
been kept as secret as the Sub-inspector of constabulary appears to have 
desired. Both establishments are supported at. the public expense, and it should 
be the desire of both to act cordially together for the public benefit. The 
Board desire me to add that they are not acquainted with the orders under 
which the constabulary act, and that they can haye no wish cither to criticise 
or to inter! ere with them; but they think it desirable, witli reference to 
some observations contained in Mr. James’s Report, to observe, that the power of 
laying inhumations for the illegal sale of spirits is not confined to the officers of 
this revenue, but is extended to the common informer : that the constabulary , 
also, by the 2 & 3 Viet. c. 79, continued by 12 Yict. c. 17, have been invested 
with exclusive and summary powers for the detection and punishment of the 
offence in question ; and that any odium which accompanies these public prose- 
cutions must necessarily attach to the person undertaking them, whether belonging 
to the constabulary or Revenue Department. I beg to return the papers for- 
warded with your memorandum, and I have the honour to be, &c., &t\, J. C. 
Trebling. — To H. Brownrigg, Esq., Constabulary Officer, Dublin Castle.” 
“ Constabulary Office, Dublin Castle, 11 February 1851. Sir, — I have the 
honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 28 th inst., returning 
the file of papers having reference to the complaint of Sub-inspector James, of 
the constabulary, against the Supervisor of the Revenue Department, stationed 
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at Newry, with the Board’s observations thereon. In reply, I beg to state that 
while I see no reason to be dissatisfied with the conduct or zeal of Sub-inspector 
James, or his men, on the occasion referred to, I feel it my duty to offer some 
general observations on the subject in question. It is true that the constabulary 
are authorised by law, and enjoined by repeated orders from this office, to exercise 
certain powers respecting unlicensed houses for the sale of spirits, and otherwise 
to assist in the protection of the revenue. But I. can scarcely imagine any act of 
imprudence more calculated to damp the zeal of the constabulary or to impair 
their usefulness in this matter than for the Excise officers or for the members of 
the Revenue Police, as occasionally happen, to unnecessarily remove from them- 
selves and cast on the constabulary the odium that is unfortunately attached to 
this unpopular service. And although I conceive that the officers of the revenue 
or of any other department under the Government are hound to inform the con- 
stabulary of the perpetration of serious crime that may come to their knowledge, 
yet I should be disposed to vis.it with serious punishment any member of the force 
under my charge who would be guilty of making known to the people the name 
uf the individual in any such case as that adverted to. With regard to the Acls 

2 & 3 Viet. c. 72, continued by 12 Viet. c. 17, to which you have referred, 

I fear that, practically, but little advantage can be derived from them. The 
informations can scarcely ever be laid by the police, who are perfectly known 
in the neighbourhood of unlicensed houses, to whom, therefore, or in whose 
presence no unlicensed persons will sell spirits. Should any private individual 
be found — a very rare occurrence — to lodge the necessavy information, the magis- 
trate must restrict the issuing of his warrant to a Sub-inspector, whose quarters 
may be 20 miles distant, and who may be at the time absent or employed on 
indispensable duty ; but supposing that these difficulties are over come, and the 
Sub-inspector enters the unlicensed house, he finds nothing illegal there ; the 
inmates will sell no spirits to a stranger who is not introduced by some one in 
whom they have perfect confidence, and the great probability is, that if the 
officer searches for and finds spirits, it is not beyond the quantity allowed to be 
kept in a private dwelling, nor are the spirits the product of illicit distillation ; 
it being understood that in general the spirits used in unlicensed houses have 
been purchased from regular dealers. If such obstacles are opposed to the 
detection of unlicensed sellers of spirits in permanent houses, I conceive these 
difficulties are multiplied in the case of booths, temporarily erected for the same 
purpose at fairs and races. Under all these circumstances I fear that much 
effective aid in the matter referred to can scarcely be expected from the consta- 
bulary. 1 have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 
D. M'Gregor. — To J. Clayton Freeling, Esq., Inland Revenue Office, Broad- 
street, London.” 1 have also a communication from the Commissioners of 
Inland Revenue to the Lords of the Treasury as to the sales of spirits in Ireland, 
and their Lordships’ reply ; they are as follows: “ May it please your Lordships, 
— The sale of spirits bv unlicensed persons in Ireland has frequently been brought 
under the notice of your Lordships and of this Board by the magistrates and by 
other persons professing to be interested in the suppression of the practice. Wo 
have endeavoured to show to your Lordships that the exertions of tins local officers 
in aid of these representations have not been wanting, but that they are liable to 
be defeated by the ingenuity and caution with which the sales are conducted, 
and we have frequently had occasion to point out the provisions of the Act 2 & 

3 Viet. c. 79 (renewed by the subsequent Act of 7 & 8 Viet. c. 82, and 12 
Viet. c. 17), as conferring on the magistrates and the constabulary extensive 
and summary powers for detecting- and punishing the offenders, which the Legisla- 
ture has not thought fit to entrust to the officers of their establishment. There is 
no doubt that the sale of spirits in what are termed shebeen-houses is still actively 
carried on, and we have thought it desirable to bring the matter more particularly 
before your Lordships at this time, in consequence of some representations which 
we have lately received, and from which it would appear that the provisions of 
the before-mentioned Act are either not known to, or if known are not put in force 
by the police and the justices. We beg leave to forward for your Lordships’ 
perusal copies of letters on this subject from the Marquess of Londonderry and 
Colonel Blacker (together with our replies). It appears that the writers of these 
letters are not aware of the stringent powers committed exclusively to the police 
by the Act in question, a copy of which we annex. They imagined that the 
power of suppressing a practice, which is complained of rather on the 
ground of its demoralizing tendency than of its effects upon the revenue 
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under our management, is vested entirely in this department ; and that the j 0 hn Wood, Esq. 
local authorities have, in point of fact, little or no jurisdiction in a matter on — - 
•which materially depends the preservation of peace and order ■within their lst Au S ust 1 ^53* 
respective districts. As an illustration of the preceding’ remarks it may he 
stated, that in some late instances the suspected houses have been entered 
by our officers, and sufficient indications of the practice of selling having 
been observed f although no proof of actual sale could be obtained), small 
quantities of spirits were seized and removed; that these spirits were pronounced 
on examination to be of legal manufacture, and that the legality of the officers’ 
proceedings was, under the circumstances, very questionable. In another case, 
some disturbance ensued, and the matter having been brought before the justices, 
the officers were convicted ; but were discharged with a merely nominal fine. 

It is precisely to cases of this description that the remedial powers of the Act of 
2 & 3 Viet, arc adapted ; by the lst and 4th sections (be justices are empowered 
to grant warrants upon the oath of the officer or constable of police, to any 
justice, sub-inspector or chief constable of police, to enter suspected houses to 
make seizures, to arrest persons in or coming from the house, aud to fine or 
imprison the offenders. The efficacy of this law has been recently tested in a case 
in which the Excise officers, having failed in their attempt to obtain proof of sale, 
had stated and explained the provisions of the Act to the resident magistrate ; 
the attention of the assistant-barrister and justices assembled at quarter sessions 
was in consequence specially called to the subject, and the result has been the 
conviction of the suspected persons by the agency of the constabulary. It is 
stated that those proceedings have already caused some persons who are known 
to have sold illegally, to apply to the magistrates for licenses, and that they will 
have generally a salutary effect in the district. Your Lordships are aware that 
the law gives to the magistrates the exclusive right of deciding upon the claims 
of persons to hold licenses for the sale of spirits, and that upon the production 
of the magistrates’ certificates, the officers of this department are bound to grant 
the necessary Excise license. The grounds of this arrangement are sufficiently 
obvious ; and the violation of the Act as regards the certificate, which is required 
for objects of police, is at least as serious an offence as that which only affects 
the regulations of this department, and the amount of the license duty. We 
submit, therefore, whether your Lordships may not think proper to communicate 
with the Irish Government with the view to some authoritative intimation ot 
the existence of the powers of the Act to which we have adverted ; and we 
venture to add our firm couviction that a determination on the part ot the con- 
stabulary and the magistrates to enforce tlie provisions of it would not fail to be 
promptly attended with the most beneficial results. December 2d, 1850.” “Trea- 
sury Chambers, lst March 1851. Gentlemen, — I aui commanded by the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to acquaint you, with reference to 
your report of the 2d December last, No. 445, that my Lords having called the 
attention of the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland to the illicit sale of spirits in that 
country, his Excellency has caused a communication to be addressed to the 
magistrates throughout the country, and to the inspector-general of constabulary, 
calling their attention to the powers granted them by the provisions of the Act 
2 & 3 Viet. c. 79. I am, gentlemen, your obedient servant, Ob Cornewali, 

Lewis. To the Commissioners of Inland Revenue, Broad-street.’ The defect 
complained of in the Act is this, not that the powers are not sufficiently 
extensive, but that the warrant is to be committed only to an officer of a certain 
rank, namely, a sub-inspector or chief constable of police ; but the chief constable 
or inspector may not at the time be within a reasonable distance ; therefore 
there is no person to execute the warrant, even after information on oath has 
been given ; it seems also to be an understanding ol the constabulary, particularly 
from the papers which I have put in, that it is necessary to prove a sale; such 
would he the case if an Excise officer were employed ; but the constabulary have 
this most extraordinary power, that, on getting a warrant from a justice ol the 
peace, the person to whom it is addressed may enter into any such room, house, 
or other place as aforesaid, at or over the outer door of which no such sign or 
notice shall be posted or written; and if any person shall be found to be or to 
have recently been drinking or rippling on such unlicensed premises as aforesaid, 
at or over the outer door of which no such sign or notice shall be posted or 
written, and in which spirits shall be then sold or kept for sale, such persons 
shall and may be lawfully apprehended (no proof of sale required), and forthwith 
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carried and conveyed before the nearest justice of the peace, and upon conviction 
of his having been found in such unlicensed premises, at or over the outer door of 
which no such sign or notice shall be so posted or written, and in which spirits 
were then sold or kept for sale” — the mere finding is the presumption. 

2245. Viscount Canning.'] Not sold to those individual men? 

No ; not sold to those individual men. The general reputation of the house, 
on oath, that the spirits are there sold without any proof of actual sale, is under 
this Act sufficient, as I am advised — ■“ and to have been so drinking or tippling 
there, shall forfeit and pay any sum not exceeding 5 s., and in default of payment 
thereof, shall and may be committed to the common gaol, house of correction, 
or bridewell, for any time not exceeding 24 hours.” I think it is the most start- 
ling Act for its stringency which I am acquainted with ; and yet this has been 
suffered, as confessed by the constabulary themselves, to become almost a dead 
letter. Our interpretation of this Act is, that no actual proof of sale is needed. 
The first part of the clause is, if c; any officer or constable of police shall 
make oath in writing, to be by him taken and subscribed before a justice of the 
peace ivithin his jurisdiction (which oath every such justice is hereby empowered 
to administer and receive) that he the said officer or constable has good reason 
to believe that spirits are retailed or sold without a license, or kept for sale 
without license, in any room, house or other place within the said district, at or 
over the outer door of which room, house or place no sign or notice is posted or 
written, importing that the owner or occupier thereof is licensed to sell spirits, it 
shall be lawful for such justice, by warrant under his hand and seal, to authorise 
and empower”— what I have already described. 

2246. What is the date of that Act? 

This Act passed in 1839, for five years, and has since been renewed at succes- 
sive periods of five years to the present time, and is still in existence. The 
remark I wish to make upon that is this, that though the fact that the Act only 
empowers the warrant to be directed to any Sub-inspector or chief constable 
of police, has been pointed out almost every year to my certain knowledge, since 
the year 1839, and though the Act has been renewed three times, this patent 
defect in the Act has never been remedied. 

2247. Chairman] From your own knowledge, and from the reports made to 
you, have you reason to believe that those shebeen-houses are exceedingly 
numerous in Ireland ? 

I know that they are. If ever I have asked a driver of an outside car in the 
country whether he liked any refreshment, in the course of a very short time he 
has driven up to a house without any sign, at which he got it, and I have been 
much surprised sometimes when I have been out on fishing excursions to find, 
that the followers always had plenty of whisky, though there was no visible sign 
from whence it was procured. 

2248. Earl of Wickhw] Do you think that the shebeen-houses are injurious 
to the revenue ? 

They are injurious to the revenue, inasmuch as we lose the license by which 
spirits ought to be sold; but, perhaps, inasmuch as they contribute to the con- 
sumption of spirits, they are indirectly not injurious to the revenue. 

2249. I mean as to whether, to the revenue itself, the increased consumption 
of spirits, in consequence of those shebeen-houses, does not fully compensate for 
the loss to the revenue of the spirit being sold without a license ? 

It may be ; and, therefore, I have always considered the suppression of shebeen- 
houses was purely a police and not an Excise matter. 

2250. Chairman .] You have stated that although you felt extreme difficulty 
and repugnance either to the transfer of your police duties to the constables, by 
suppressing the Revenue Police, or to the amalgamation of both forces in the 
performance of the same duty, you were yet of opinion that, consistently with 
the principle of separate establishment, there were existing duties which, advan- 
tageously for the Excise revenue, the constabulary might be called upon to 
perform; will you state what those duties are ? 

I think that there is assistance of various kinds which the constabulary might 

give 
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give to the Revenue Police, which would be of the utmost importance to us. and 
which would not impair the efficiency of the constabulary. 

2251. Will you state any one of them? 

In the first place, I think that the constabulary should give bond fide informa- 
tion to the nearest lieutenant of Revenue Police, where illicit distillation 
exists or is in preparation. 

2252. Earl of Wicklow.] Is not that the practice now ? 

1 believe that the Committee have already before them the confidential circular 
of the 21st of September 1842, issued by Sir Duncan M'Gregor to the consta- 
bulary; and l believe that it is also stated by Sir Duncan M'Gregor, that 
whatever information was given in the first instance, that information has now 
almost ceased to be given, and practically I know that is the fact ; but that order 
from the constabulary also comprised a list of six questions, which I will put in: 
“ Questions to be answered confidentially by officers in charge of districts, and 
constables in charge of sub-districts 1st. Are there any persons in your district 
known to the police to be in the habit of illegally manufacturing malt, or illicitly 
distilling? 2d. What are the names and occupations of these persons, where do 
they reside, and what is the nearest town or village to their dwellings ? 3d. Is 
any illicit distillation now going on in your district, either by the preparation for 
such distillation, or by stills at work ; or is any grain preparing for illicit manu- 
facture of malt ? 4th. State the names and description of the persons now com- 
mitting those frauds, exactly describing where they reside, and what is the nearest 
village or town ? 5tli. Are there any stills or distilling vessels not now' at Avork, 
in possession of any persons in your district ? Oth. Who are the persons having 
in their possession stills, or vessels for the purpose of illicit distillation ; give their 
names and an exact description of their dwellings; and what is the nearest village 
or town.” Those were questions that were to be answered from time to time as 
the occasion arose. .1 think, in order to fender this information efficient, it ought 
to be compulsory upon the constabulary to report every week, or every fortnight, 
and to send back one of those blank forms, filled up, either with the natural 
• operations that have ta.ken place, dr a nil return ; by adopting that plan, you 
would compel the constabulary, scattered over the country, to be in the continual 
habit of making the returns which Sir JJ tm can M'Gregor complains they do not 
make ; be says the tiling has fallen into, desuetude. 1 believe that such reports 
being sent to head-quarters would keep the constabulary to their duty in the 
spirit of this very pressing circular, to which I have called your Lordships’ 
attention. 

2253. Viscount Canning.] When you say sent to head-quarters, do you mean 
sent in the first instance to the head-quarters of the constabulary, and by them 
to the head-quarters of the Revenue Police? 

I would have this return sent to head -quarters, but in addition to that, I would 
have information sent to the nearest lieutenant of Revenue Police by any party 
of constabulary that was in the neighbourhood, and aware of what was going 
•on; becaiise unless information be promptly acted upon, it is of no value. 

2254. Chairman.] Do you not think it would be essential to any communication 
of information that it should be done, whilst it was done effectively, in such a 
way as would least endanger the discipline of either force? 

. No doubt. 

2255. Suppose any similar duties of collecting information with respect to the 
•public peace, or conspiracies against it, of anything of that description, were cast 
upon your Revenue Police, it would be absolutely necessary that those particular 
duties should be executed in a manner that would not diminish your authority 
over them, or Colonel Maclachlan’s authority, or diminish their own efficiency? 

I am quite certain that a divided authority can never answer. 

2256. Do you think this would answer, that contemporaneously with the com- 
munication of any information to head-quarters, namely, to Sir Duncan M'Gregor, 
they were also Called upon to make the communication you have described to 
the revenue lieutenant ? 

1 think so ; I think it should be in duplicate. 

2257. Do you think that, in order to render those communications more 

(2G2. 8.) ' e e 3 effective 



John Wood , Esq. 
1st August 1853. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




John Wood, Esq. 
1st August 1853. 



222 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 

effective, they should be considered rather in the light of confidential communi- 
cations than anything else ? 

I think they should be j I have always considered it quite essential to the 
success of this scheme that this confidential circular which was put in by Sir 
Duncan JVI' Gregor, and therefore is before all the world, and that the blank form 
of questions also, should be made as public as possible, to the whole peasantry of 
Ireland. We are continually told that the character of the Irish peasantry is 
this, that so soon as they know that a man is only discharging his duty, they 
offer no opposition to him. I would let every one in Ireland know that it is a 
part of the duty of the constabulary to fill up such a return as that weekly or 
monthly, as the case may be, because then that would test the accuracy of the 
opinion that if the peasantry were aware of that, and knew the duty was 
one that the constabulary were obliged to perform, they would readily Sail in 
with it. 

2258. Would so general a description of the readiness of the peasantry to obey 
because they knew that the party commanding their obedience was doing so in 
the execution of the law’, be entirely consistent with the opinion that you and 
others of your Revenue Police force, as well as the constabulary, have expressed, 
that it is necessary in order to ensure obedience, not only to act under legal 
authority, but to have a sufficient strength to command obedience, and render 
resistance unavailing? 

I was stating the opinion of others, and not my own conviction ; I have no 
such belief; but I want to take away the constant excuse that is made for par- 
ticular duties not being performed by a particular set of men, because it would 
render them obnoxious ; and it is those persons who go on to say, “ Let the 
peasantry be aware they are part of our duties, and they will offer no opposition 
to us therefore let this be tested. 

2295. Earl of Wicklow."] Would that last recommendation, with regard to 
the employment of the police, require any alteration in the present .Acts of 
Parliament for the government and conduct of the constabulary ? 

I should myself have had a doubt of it ; but inasmuch as this circular, and 
those forms of returns, " ere. devised and corrected, and issued under the direct 
cognizance of the Lord Lieutenant and the Irish Government, I suppose they 
have taken good advice, and I have a right to assume that they considered no 
Act of Parliament necessary; they were issued at a time when Parliament was 
not sitting, namely, September 1842; and I know they were not only submitted 
to the Irish, but to the English Government. 

2260 . Chairman .] Considering the prohibitory clauses against the employ- 
ment of the constabulary for revenue purposes, do you not consider that if such 
a change was made, it would he much safer that previously a corresponding 
change should be made in the law ? 

I think it would. 

2261. Is there any other point in which, in your judgment, the constabulary 
ml S‘ u S'i ve efficient aid to the Revenue Police without inconvenience to either 
corps, and with advantage to the public ? 

I think, with great convenience to our service, and without any inconvenience 
t° ™\ constabnla, 'y> tbat ^ey ought to he charged with the escort of prisoners. 
1 think they should escort to the county gaol prisoners committed from petty 
sessions under warrants, and that the name of one of the constables should be 
inserted in the warrant. That would he in exact conformity with the report of 
Colonel Brereton, dated the 23d July 1830, which is as follows: “From the 
constabulary assistance may be derived, which would greatly add to the efficiency 
of the Revenue Police ; this would be by charging the former with the duty of 
escorting prisoners made by the latter. The parties of Revenue Police do not 
upon an average exceed 13 men each. To supply escorts for lodging prisoners 
in a gao , which must be that of the county in which the offence was committed, 
otten occasions a suspension of still-hunting duties during several days. When 

visited BalJycastle, I lound the party there preparing to escort prisoners to the 
gaol ot Castlebar a distance to and from of 60 Irish miles. If the constabulary 
had been charged with that duty, their march would not have exceeded at the 
u most miles, by passing their prisoners from one police station to another.” 

2262. Then, 
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2262. Then, is your recommendation that which has been made by various 
witnesses, not only that on conviction before a magistrate at petty sessions, the 
prisoners should be transmitted by the constables to the county gaol, but that 
the constable should also take charge of those prisoners in their transmission 
before the petty sessions, and before conviction ? 

I do not think there would be any necessity for that ; becauge our prisoners 
are of two sorts. We have the power of arrest and summary conviction on 
finding persons actually engaged in illicit distillation. A person taken in the 
fact of illicit distillation is taken prisoner on the spot by the party of Revenue 
Police, and they must necessarily attend with him before the magistrate ; that is 
generally done the next day. 

2263. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] Where are they detained till such time as 
they are taken before a magistrate ? 

In the barrack or on board the steamer. We are bound to take them 
forthwith before a magistrate. The arrest generally takes place in the night, and 
probably before noon the next day the prisoner’s case has been heard before the 
nearest justice ; he has been convicted, and is on his way to the county gaol. In 
other cases, where the party has either escaped or we have only information 
that he has been concerned in illicit distillation, a summons is granted, which 
is put into the hands of the Revenue Police, and they must necessarily take 
him also before the justice. The only assistance l want from the constabulary 
commences after the prisoner’s conviction. 

2-264. Chairman.] Do you not think, in furtherance of the object you have 
in view, that the constabulary being a civil force acting under the magistrate’s 
orders, it is expedient to limit their duties of escort, as you have done the whole 
of their functions in escorting, still continuing under the same civil authority 
under which they now act ? 

Precisely so ; because I recommend that the name of one of the constabulary 
should be inserted in the warrant, which would be his authority for conveying the 
prisoners to gaol. 

2265. Earl of Wicklow ] Do you suppose this recommendation could be carried 
into effect without any alteration of an Act of Parliament ? 

I believe so, because the constabulary have occasionally escorted prisoners 
already, and I believe the immediate cause of its discontinuance was some 
difference in the amount of mileage. 

2666. Chairman.'] Is there any other recommendation that you would he 
inclined to give ? 

The next is one to which I attach very great importance indeed much more 
importance than to any other ; hut it is a recommendation that I give with 
some degree of hesitation, because it may he said that it is mixing up the con- 
stabulary with revenue purposes. It is this, that the constabulary shall, on 
meeting with spirits in transitu , demand the permits accompanying them, and shall 
indorse the date ; and if there he no permit, that they shall take possession of 
tile spirits, and hand them over to the next party of Revenue Police, or put them 
into a place of safety. It is impossible that illicit distillation shall go on if there 
be an effectual prevention to the transit of spirits when distilled. 

2267. You are acquainted with the north of Ireland and the constabulary 
districts ? 

Perfectly. 

2268. Do not the roads go through the towns and villages ? 

Yes. 

2269. And in those towns and villages are not the constabulary barracks 
generally fixed ? 

Yes. 

2270. Then, if in their stations and on the roads passing throngh those villages, 
a discretion was entrusted to the constabulary, could they not do that without 
any material interference in the execution of their present duties ? 

1 believe it would be no interference at all ; and I may explain that illicit 
spirits would necessarily be unaccompanied by a permit, so that there could be 
no doubt about it. The people conveying spirits which have been distilled 
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legally have, of course, a permit ; but if the spirits are overstock, they have no 
permit, and then they are liable to seizure. There could be no difficulty about 
it, because the permit is essential to the conveyance of any quantity over a 
gallon. 

2271. Do you not see some difficulty that might arise in that part of the 
function to which you have alluded of requiring the constable to indorse or mark 
the permit ; would not that, in the event of subsequent proceedings being required, 
render it necessary for the Excise to bring forward that policeman as a witness, 
and to involve him not only in the proceedings you have described, but in sub- 
sequent proceedings of a judicial character ? 

The use of indorsing the permit is this, that it renders it unavailable for the 
covering of a second quantity of spirits. The plan adopted by distillers who 
pay their duties, but have an overstock to get rid of, is this : a permit is taken 
out for, suppose, 10 gallons, which are put into two kegs and slung across a horse ; 
and a messenger is sent with this quantity ; and if he is stopped, he produces his 
permit ; but if he is not stopped before he delivers the spirits at the place for 
which they are addressed, he sends back the permit with the greatest possible 
haste, probably by short cuts across the mountains, and a second quantity of 
10 gallons is then put into kegs on the back of a horse, and the original permit 
covers it ; whereas it would be only so much waste paper if it were indorsed. 

2272. Earl of Wicklow.'] Would not the effect of that be to employ the consta- 
bulary not so much to suppress illicit distillation, as also for the purpose of 
being instrumental in the collection of the revenue 'l 

Perhaps it would, and, therefore, though I have no doubt it would be exceed- 
ingly useful, I hope the Committee will recollect it is a suggestion that 1 
hazarded with much hesitation ; but that great importance is attached to it I 
know, from the frequent representations I have had ; and only the other day, the 
1st of July 1853, entirely unsolicited by me, I had a letter, an extract of which 
I will read, from one of the principal distillers in Ireland, who knows probably 
as well as any man in Ireland the whole condition of the spirit trade : “ If the 
constabulary are to be made use of at all by you, I trust you will not overlook 
the making them examine all carts with spirits on the public roads, to see '.f a 
permit accompanies them, and to mark it so as to prevent a second turn being 
taken upon it ; this could not occupy much of their time, and I am conddent 
would prove very valuable in preventing overstock whisky being sent out, as 
there is scarcely a road in Ireland on which the constabulary are not to be met 
by day or night, so that 110 cart could pass by without their seeing it ; I dare say 
this has not escaped your notice ere this, ancl you will excuse me for men- 
tioning it.” 

2273. But supposing the object uns solely to employ the constabulary for the 
purpose of suppressing illicit distillation, would not it be sufficient that they 
should stop the person, aud only interfere where he had no permit at all ? 

If they only interfered where there was no permit at all, no doubt their services 
would be very valuable ; but I think, in conformity with the writer of that letter, 
that their services would be much more valuable if they were allowed to indorse, 
the permit. 

2274. Do you mean their services would be more valuable, inasmuch as they 
would do more than merely exert themselves for the suppressing of illicit 
distillation ? 

Yes. 

2275. Chairman .] But the object being to use them solely for the purpose of 
repressing illicit distillation, would not that object be attained by their merely 
inquiring and seeing whether there was a permit ? 

No. I think not ; the system is not new to us. I hold in my hand “ A Return 
of the number of Permits indorsed by the Revenue Police in the year ended 5th 
of July 1853,” which shows 189 ; the number indorsed during the last 12 
months by Excise officers was about 20,000. We have found that since the 
system has been adopted, it is rather a recent introduction ; we have thereby 
imposed the most serious impediments to the transit both of illicit spirits and of 
overstock. 

2276. That second suggestion, with respect to the permit, is intended not to- 

act 
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act upon the illicit distiller ; but where the spirit was merely removed out of stock John Wood Es* 
by the licensed distiller ? ’ *' 

It is intended to operate on the transit of spirits generally. In the north of lst August 185 J. 

Ireland there is a great deal of illicit distillation. In the south it would operate 

generally upon the overstock. 

2277. In relation to the marking the permit, though the searching in transitu 
would operate on both, the marking the permit would only act upon the over- 
stock of the licensed, distiller ? 

Yes ; there would be a possibility of detection if it were used. 

2278. Earl of Wicklow.] In point of fact, I presume it is your opinion, that 
it would be employing the constabulary in a description of duty, independently 
of the duty of assisting in suppressing illicit distillation ? 

It would be employing them upon a duty that would indirectly prevent illicit 
distillation. 

2279. It would prevent fraud, but not illicit distillation ? 

That depends upon the part of Ireland we speak of. 

2280. Chairman.] The one would prevent the fraud of the licensed distiller, 
and the other of the unlicensed manufacturer ? 

Yes. 

2281. Earl of Wicklow.] I want you to distinguish between using this force 
for illicit distillation, and using it generally for the purposes of promoting the 
revenue? 

I so intended. 

2282. Chairman.] Do you not think that any state of the law or local cir- 
cumstances in Ireland, which increases the temptation to fraudulent distillation 
by increasing its profit, as an increased duty or a low price of grain, always pro- 
duces a state of things that requires greater precaution and greater exertion on 
your part in suppression of illicit distillation ? 

No doubt of it ; and when the Government did me the honour to consult me 
respecting the additional duty, the advice I gave on the subject was regulated by 
the assumption that the Revenue Police would he preserved intact ; and that 
their numbers, which are below the authority which we have from the Treasury, 
would be filled up ; and I also hoped for the support of the constabulary in the 
spirit of the recommendations I have ventured to make. 

2283. Did you contemplate in those recommendations any proposal for the 
amalgamation of the two forces, or any transfer of these duties from your 
own force to the constabulary ? 

Certainly not ; and the subject Avas not new to me, because the whole matter 
was brought fully under my consideration by Lord Naas, then Secretary for Ire- 
land ; and I Avas requested by Sir Charles Trevelyan at the Treasury to let him 
have copies of all the papers and memorandums that had passed upon the 
subject ; but I have never seen any, even plausible, reasons for the abolition of 
the force, or for its combination. It works well at present — very well. It costs 
a small sum of money, a very small sum, in comparison with that of the coast-guard 
and the revenue at stake ; and I have never heard any suggestion for this very 
material change ; and especially a change at a time when, if possible, our hands 
ought to be strengthened, instead of any experiments being made that might not 
possibly eventually succeed. 

2284. Earl of Wicklow.] This third recommendation, with regard to stopping 
spirits in transitu, would that, require the alteration of any Act of Parlia- 
ment? 

I think it would. 

2285. Chairman.] You are aware that there are three separate statutes Avhich 
prohibit the constabulary from interference in revenue matters? 

Yes. 
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2286. Is there any other question to which your attention has been directed, 
in regard to which you consider that the constabulary might be made use of? 

I think that they might be made exceedingly useful by visiting mills and kilns. 
There are in Ireland 3,208 mills, and 4,968 kilns, as follows : 



Collections. 


Number of | 
Mills. 


Number of 
Kilns. 


Athlone ------- 


) 

42 J) ! 


623 


Bandon ------- 


158 


252 


Belfast ------- 


198 


213 


Birr 


206 


264 


Coleraine ------- 


244 


391 


Cork -------- 


124 


199 


Drogheda ------- 


46 


91 


Dublin ------- 


75 


93 


Galway ------- 


284 


! 633 


Limerick ------- 


130 


159 


Londonderry ------ 


27 


74 


Naas -------- 


239 


291 


Newry ------- 


352 


523 


Sligo -------- 


261 1 


509 


Waterford ------- 


163 


249 


Wexford ------- 


272 


404 


Total - - - 


3,208 


4,968 



Our calculation is, that out of the 400 Excise officers that we have in Ireland, 
if they had not the duty to discharge of visiting mills and kilns, 150 of them 
might be spared. That is entirely independent of the visits to mills and kilns by 
the Revenue Police in such parts of the country as we have that force. 

2287. Therefore that economy would be effected ? 

Yes. 

2288. Does that return comprehend the whole of Ireland? 

It comprehends the whole. 

2289. Therefore, in viewing this return, although the illicit distillation prevails 
but in a small portion of Ireland, the mills are generally distributed over the 
whole of Ireland ? 

Over the whole of Ireland. 

2290. That of course does not comprehend the illicit mills and kilns which 
are in the mountains in the distillery districts, and most frequently in combination 
with the distiller? 

By law every mill and every kiln in Ireland must be registered, and that return 
of course comprehends only the. registered mills and kilns. 

2291. But those small mills and kilns in the mountains are never registered l 

I think they are more generally registered than you suppose. Many of them 

are erections which you might pass by and not even notice. 

2292. Is not the kiln almost as simple and moveable an erection as the still 
itself ? 

Almost ; and such kilns being mere temporary erections are not registered. 

2293. This 
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2293. This is purely a revenue question? 

Purely a revenue question. 

2294. If the constabulary visited them, what would you have them do; 
suppose your own officer to visit any one of those 8,208 mills, what are his duties 
when he does so visit them ? 

It. is his duty to visit them and see what they are doing upon them. If they 
are making malt upon the kiln, he has to see that it is malt which is to pay the 
duty ; and if it he malt which is smuggled, of course he is to destroy it. But 
those kilns are very often in very remote places, and it is very dangerous for a 
single officer to visit them, and it is a duty they shrink from exceedingly. 

2295. What duties would you propose the constable should perform if he went 
to that mill ? 

I would have him visit, and the mere circumstance of his visiting the kilns 
or the mills, or the knowledge that he might visit them, would prevent a great 
deal of illicit malting. 

2290. But if he had no authority to seize, and no power of judging whether 
■ the malt or the grain was illicit or was legal, would not a peasantry, like the Irish, 
necessarily very soon know that it was a Telum imbelle sine ictu, and regard it as 
of no consequence ? 

It would give them an opportunity of informing us what was going on, and lead 
to a good result. 

2297. Lord Stanley of Alderley.] But what are the duties you would have the 
constabulary perform in visiting those mills ? 

I would have them visit those mills and record their visits, and if they found 
anything illegal, that would be part of the information they would communicate. 

2298. Chairman.] If you did not give to the constabulary a power far more 
stringent than that of merely visiting a mill, such visit not leading to any penal 
consequences in case of delinquency, might not a process so weak operate rather 
as a deadening of the power, exertions and authority of your Excise officers, and 
afford a cover and colour to fraudulent practices ? 

Our Excise force is so exceedingly small, having only 400 officers, that the 
mills and kilns go in a great degree unvisited, and therefore I am afraid a number 
of illegal practices are carried on. 

2299. Your officers have the means of knowing what the illegal practices are, 
of detecting them and punishing them ; but if the constabulary have the power 
of visiting without a knowledge of what constituted illegal practices, all that 
power of punishing or visiting would go for nothing ? 

I think the power of visiting would prove a salutary check. 

2300. Earl of IVicklm.] You have stated that it is a dangerous operation 
which your men have an objection to ? 

Yes. 

2301. What would be the result to the constabulary patrols where they only 
go in two, or at the utmost three ? 

Our men go singly. 

2302. Then you think that what would be dangerous to one man might 
without any danger be practised by two ? 

Yes, in many instances. 

2303. Your own man, though single in his operations, has functions to execute, 
he can seize that which is illegal, and knows what he is about, and he holds an 
Excise warrant or commission ? 

Yes. 

2304. Do you think that those functions that you concede to your present 
officers could be executed without that Excise commission ? 

No, I do not think they could ; I think that if the constable were furnished 
with an Excise commission, and thereby put in full possession of the powers of 
an Excise officer, that his time would be occupied, and it would be a very dan- 
gerous plan ; but if it were known to the country people that it was a part of 
their duty to visit mills and kilns, and to report on them, it would have a very 
beneficial effect. * 
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John Wood, Esq. 2305. If there were no danger to your officers and they visited, not with their 
— present power and authority, but if they were merely to visit and record that they 
ast August 1853 . h a( j visited, and that nothing more was to come of it, would much good arise 
from the Excise visits under such circumstances ? 

If the excisemen were equal in numbers to the constabulary, the mere fact of 
visiting would have an effect ; but we are only 400, and the constabulary are 
13,000. 

2306. The question refers to a mere visit, without any power of seizing or 
punishing, or bringing before magistrates ? 

I answered, presuming that to be the fact. 

2307. Chairman. 1 Do you not think there would be great difficulty in employ- 
ing the constabulary in reference to an economical object which is recommended, 
as a saving to the Excise establishment, and in merely employing the constabu- 
lary to visit some 8,000 kilns and mills, without any power of detecting or punish- 
ing- any illegal acts r 

Their power would not be nearly so effective as that of the Excise, but it would 
have a very material effect, I think. 

2308. Earl of Wicklow.'] What would you have them do when they visited r 

I would have them report according to these forms. 

2309. They visit a mill, and they see it at work; but they do not understand 
or know whether the malt they see there is legally or illegally there ? 

Just so. 

2310. Then what would they do in consequence of having gone to that mill 
and looked at it? 

They would report to head quarters in these terms, in answer to this question, 
“Are there any persons in your district known to the police to be in the habit of 
illegally manufacturing malt or illicitly distilling?” 

2311. How could they answer that, if they could not discover themselves 
whether that malt was legally or illegally there ? 

It is illegal to manufacture malt except in a licensed place. 

2312. Then your object seems rather to be to ascertain what mills there are 
that are unlicensed? 

And also, whether there are any mills at work grinding malt, because the third 
question, as proposed by Sir Duncan IVPGregor, is this, “ Is any illicit distillation 
now going on in your district, either by the preparation of such distillation, or by 
stills at work, or is any grain preparing for the illicit manufacture of malt?” 
The preparation is steeping ; and then there is the malting, and then the drying 
off on the kiln, and lastly the grinding at the mill. 

2313. Chairman.'] Does not the answer to this question much turn upon the 
construction of the Excise law, which would determine the fact whether the 
manufacture carried on was illegal or not ? 

No ; manufacture of malt or any preparation for the manufacture of malt, is 
legal, unless it be carried on in what are called entered premises ; the malt-house 
must he entered ; the mill or the kiln in which the other preparations go on 
(the finishing being on the kiln) ; the grinding of the malt, after it is so finished, 
is at the mill where that is illegal, unless the premises be entered or regis- 
tered. 

2314. Earl of Wicklow^] Then if the premises were known to the constabulary 
to be entered aud registered, do you think it would he necessary for them to visit 
there ? 

I think it would be as well for them to do so. 

2315. What object would be attained by their visiting a mill which they knew 
to be registered and entered ? 

The constabulary are supposed, and T believe do know very well the character 
and occupation of almost every individual in Ireland, and if they visited mills 
and kilns they would have an additional opportunity of knowing what were the 
pursuits and occupations of different individuals better than they have at pre- 
sent. They would find that one peasant brought so many bags of his malt to be 
ground ; that another brought so many quarters of steeped grain to the kiln to 
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•be worked off, and then they would of course give information to the Revenue 
Police, and the Revenue Police would have their eye upon those people, knowing 
that they had made preparations for illegal practices ; at the same time, this is 
only one recommendation amongst others. I attach much more importance to the 
escort of prisoners, to the stopping of spirits in transit, and indorsing the 
permits. 

2316. Viscount Canning .] Would your recommendation go the length of 
requiring the constable to ascertain from the owners of the different kilns who 
the parties were for whom he was malting ? 

I do not think it would; I think their visiting would prevent the thing 
altogether. 

2317. Earl of Wickloio.] Should you approve of their going any distance from 
the high road, and their usual beats, in order to inspect those mills ? 

I would not interfere in the least with the discipline prescribed by the Chief 
Inspector of constabulary ; if it was all in their way, let them do it ; if it was out 
of their direct road, I would by no means interfere. 

2318. Do you suppose that fourth recommendation could be carried into 
effect without the alteration of an Act of Parliament? 

I do not think it could. 

2319. There is no other recommendation with regard to the employment of 
the constabulary which occurs to you ? 

None that occurs to me at present. 

2320. Chairman.'] Have you made any calculations with respect to the expenses 
of making illicit spirits, and the profit resulting from it ? 

I have consulted some of our practical officers, who have been long in Ireland, 
and 1 have made a memorandum, which is the result of the information given me, 
and 1 believe it is substantially correct; it is as follows: “Expenses of making 
illicit spirits: grain, 16 s., yeast, Qd., utensils, Is., fuel 6d . ; 18s.: deduct grains 
and wash, Is. ; 17s. Taking the produce on an average of seven gallons of proof 
spirits per barrel will give a cost per gallon, 2 s. 5d. Die barrel of grain in Ireland 
consists of four bushels; the price taken as an average is 14s., allowing 2s. in 
addition for cost of malting and risk of loss by detection ; the expense of yeast, 
utensils and fuel, taken as attaching to each making of a barrel of grain into 
spirits, may be said to be nominal, except for the risk of loss by seizure.” 

2321. Earl of Wicklow.] Is it your belief that it is cheaper to make the illicit 
than the legal spirit ? 

I believe that the expenses are very much greater in the making of illicit 
spirits than the spirits at a licensed distillery ; because there is much greater 
economy of labour and fuel in the latter case. The profit of the illicit distiller 
is in the evasion of the duty ; but I believe not only is the spirit of the licensed 
distiller much better, but that, taking strength for strength, it may be generally 
had at a cheaper price. 

2322. Chairman.] Then the greater the amount of the duty, the greater the 
bounty upon evading it, and the greater the benefit to the distiller? 

Yes. 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 

Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned sine die. 
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Appendix A.— (No. 1.) 



A STATEMENT of the present Force of the Revenue Police in Ireland, showing the 
Stations, and the Number of Officers and Men at each, and tlie Estimated Expense. 









NUMBER 

of 

PARTY. 


NUMBER OF 


ESTIMATED 










OFFICERS. 


MEN. 


EXPENSE. 


Lanesboro' 








I 


2 


13 


£. s. cl. 


Learmount 


- 


- 


- 


o 


2 


13 


527 18 


Kinnegad 


- 


- 


- 


3 


2 


10 


566 14 102 


Letterkenny 


- 


- 


- 


4 


2 


11 


556 17 3.2 


Moville - 


- 


_ 


. 


5 


o 


11 




Matin 


- 


- 


. 


G 


2 


11 


473 9 11 


Bunrana - 


- 


_ 


. 


7 


2 


10 


438 3 21 


Ballagbadereen 


- 


- 


. 


8 


2 


11 


473 14 2' 


Churchhill 


- 


_ 


_ 


9 


2 


11 


471 14 


Bellagby 


- 


- 


- 


10 


2 


12 


545 19 8' 


Carrigort 


- 


- 




11 


2 


11 


602 5 31 


Creeslough 


- 


- 


- 


12 


2 


11 


460 15 2 


Dungloe - 


- 


- 


- 


13 


2 


11 


464 13 10.} 


Ardara - 


- 


. 


. 


14 


2 


11 


COO 17 8| 


Kilcar 


- 


- 


. 


15 


2 


11 


465 11 10.4 


Donegal - 


- 


- 




15 


2 


11 


472 10 -i 


Ballyshannon - 


- 


- 




17 


2 


12 


G28 7 8? 


Ederny - 


- 


- 




18 


2 


11 


608 15 9} 


Newbliss - 


- 


_ 




10 


2 


13 


615 16 4} 


Mountfiold 


_ 






20 


2 


12 


500 3 -1 


Killeter - 


- 


- 


. 


21 




12 


487 15 10 j 


Stranorlar 








°2 


o 


11 


475 19 1 


Rosoakill 


. 


_ 




23 


2 


10 


445 18 8} 


Dobanybridge - 


- 


- 


. 


24 


2 


11 


473 1 2j- 


Guidore - 


- 


- 


- 


25 


2 


14 


557 3 10^ 


Sligo 


- 






26 


2 


13 


524 18 6 


Drumkeroen - 


_ 


_ 




27 


2 


12 


477 11 64 


Black Lion 


_ 


_ 




28 


2 


13 


518 7 7£ 


Brookborough - 


- 


- 




20 


2 


12 


403 - () 


Drumshambo - 


_ 


_ 




30 


2 


12 


488 10 11 


Mobill - 


_ 


. 




31 


2 


13 


631 11 2 j 


Boyle 


_ 


. 


. 


32 


o 


14 


551 C 61 


Swinford 




_ 




33 


2 


14 


530 12 7j 


Belmullet 


. 


_ 


_ 


34 


2 


12 


502 15 5 


Ballycnstle 


_ 


. 


. 


35 


2 


14 


536 13 8 


Castlerea 


_ 


. 


. 


36 


2 


11 


658 15 42 


Castlebar 


- 


. 




37 


2 


14 


653 10 8| 


Ougliterard 


_ 


. 


. 


38 


2 


14 


555 10 2 


Killuloc - 


_ 


_ 


_ 


39 


2 


14 


686 17 - ! { 


Fortummi 


_ 


_ 


_ 


40 


2 


14 


561 13 8 


Shrado - 


_ 




. 


41 


2 


11 


467 7 4j 


Cru8hecn 


_ 


. 


- 


42 


2 


14 


565 8 4} 


Galway - 


- 


. 




43 


2 


14 


651 10 10.2 


Manorhamilton 


. 


„ 


_ 


44 


2 


13 


633 17 11.2 


Garvogh - 


- 


. 


_ 


45 


2 


13 


548 1 6 -1 


Grange - 


_ 


. 


_ 


46 


2 


12 


501 7 8i 


Skreen - 






_ 


47 


2 


12 


497 5 4.1 


Ballymote 


. 


_ 


. 


48 


2 


12 


600 10 


Plumbbridge - 


- 


- 


- 


49 


2 


12 


503 7 - 


Belturbet 


_ 


_ 


_ 


50 


2 


13 


521 10 11 


Athlono - 


_ 


_ 




61 


2 


13 


544 12 7 


Bollina - 


. 


_ 


_ 


62 


2 


13 


521 4 0 


Tuaiii 


. 


. 


. 


63 


2 


14 


564 5 91 


Bangor Erris - 


. 


- 


. 


54 


2 


13 


542 3 7| 


Newtown Forbes 


_ 


. 


_ 


65 


2 


14 


542 13 5.J 


Londonderry - 


_ 


- 


- 


66 


2 


12 


507 17- 7| 


Carlow - 


_ 


. 


. 


67 


2 


15 


577 17 1!) 


Maryborough - 




* 


- 


58 


2 


13 


606 18 7| 
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Appendix A. A Statement of the present Force of the Revenue Police in Ireland, &c. — continued. 



STATIONS. 


NUMBER 


NUMBER OF 


ESTIMATED 


PARTY. 


OFFICERS. 


MEN. 


EXPENSE. 


Kilrusli ----- 


59 




14 


£. s. d. 
547 2 6 


Bailieborough - 


60 


2 


14 


548 10 9 h 


Castle-Blayney - 


61 


2 


13 


543 16 6 A 


Cookstown - 


62 


2 


12 


607 12 5g 


Tubbercurry - 


63 


2 


14 


551 5 5 


Crossmolina - 


64 


2 


14 


075 16 8£ 


Borrisoleigh - 


65 


2 


14 


563 7 2] 


Roundstone - - - - ' 


66 


2 


14 


55(5 10 -J 
028 - 1 • 


Augher - 


67 


2 


13 


Pontoonbridge 


68 


2 


13 


538 18 3| 


Athleague - - - - j 


69 


2 


13 


524 11 8 


Granard - 


70 


2 


11 


473 7 6 


Newport-Pratt - - - i 


71 


2 


13 


548 18 Oi 


Rathmullen - 


72 


2 


12 


! 492 4 -l 

j “2,92 1 12 6§ 


Dublin ----- 


Depot 


7 


49 


Estimated Expens 


ie of Clothing, 


151 

Stores, &c. 


947 


41,840 6 7 
1,100 - - 


Ditto, Gratuities to disabled and discharged Men - - j 


750 - - 


Inland Revenue Office, London, 
13 July 1853. 






£. 


43,000 G 7 
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A STATEMENT of the present Force of the Revenue Police in each County in Ireland, showing the Stations, 
and the Number of Officers and Men at each, and the Estimated Expense. 



COUNTIES. 



STATIONS. 



NUMBER 

of 

PARTY. 



Carlow - 



57 



Cavan 



Black Lion 

Belturbct 

Bailieborough 



Clare 



Killaloe - 
Crueheen 
Kilrusli - 



39 

42 

59 



Donegal 



- Letterkenny - 
Moville - 
Malin 
Buncrana 
Churchill 
Carrigort 
Creeslough 
Dungloe 
Ardara - 
Kilcur - 
Donegal 
Ballyshannon - 
Stranorlar 
Rosnakill 
Dohanybridge 
Guidore - 
Shrade - 
Rathmullea - 



4 

6 

7 

9 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 
17 
22 

23 

24 

25 
41 
72 



I 

NUMBER OF 

_ ... 


ESTIMATED 


ESTIMATED 

EXPENSE 


OFFICERS. ! 


MEN. 


EXPENSE. 


COUNTY. 






£. x. d. 


£. 5. d. 














U 1U 


577 17 10 


2 


13 


518 7 7f 




2 


13 


521 10 11 




2 


14 


548 10 !>£ 


1,588 9 4i 


2 


14 


086 17 -i 




2 


14 


0(55 8 4A 




2 


14 


547 2 6 


1,790 7 111 


2 


11 


556 17 3£ 




2 


11 


588 14 ill 




2 


11 


473 9 1 1 




2 


10 


438 3 2J 




2 


11 


471 14 -J 




2 


11 


002 5 3J 




2 


11 


460 15 2 




2 


11 


464 13 10$ 




2 


11 


000 17 8.? 




2 


11 


465 11 10 J 




2 


11 


472 10 -J 




2 


12 


628 7 8§ 




2 


11 


475 19 1 




2 


10 


445 18 8-J 




2 


11 


473 1 2f 




2 


14 


557 3 10| 




2 


11 


467 7 4£ 






12 


492 4 -l 


9,135 14 81 
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A Statement of the present Force of the Revenuo Police in Ireland, &c. — continued. 

NUMBER NUMBER OF ESTIMATED ^ 

S. STATIONS of. ~ ^ 

PARTY. OFFICERS. MEN. EXPENSE. 



Dublin - 
Fermanagh - 



Ederny - 
Brooksborough 



Portnmna 
Oughtevard 
Galway - 
Tuam. - 
Roundstono 



Leitrim - 


Drumkereon •• 
Drumshambo - 
Mohill - 
Manorhamilton 


Londonderry - 


Ballaghy 
Garvagk 
Learmount 
Londonderry - 


Longford 


Newton Forbes 
Granard 


Mayo - 


Ballagliadereen 

Swinford 

Bclmullet 

Ballycastle 

Castlebar 

Ballina - 

Bangor Erris - 

Ciossmolina - 

Pontoonbridge 

Nowport-Pratt 


Monaghan 


Nowbliss 

Castlo-Blayney 


Queen’s County 


Maryborough - 


Roscommon - 


Boyle 
Caatleroa 
Athlone - 
Athleague 
Lanesborough - 


Sligo ... 


Sligo - 
Skrcen - 
Bally mote 
Tubbercurry - 
Grange - 


Tipperary 


Borrisoleigh r 



ESTIMATED 


EXPENSE. 


£. 


. 


d. 


2,921 


2 


6£ 


COS 




H 


493 


“ 


9 


561 


3 


8 


555 


6 


2 


G51 


6 lOf 


564 


5 


9* 1 


556 


10 


-*l 


477 


11 


oj | 


488 


LO 


n . 


031 


LI 




633 


17 Ilf | 


545 


19 


8 


648 


16 


-i 


527 


16 


~k 


507 


17 


n 


542 


13 




473 


7 


6 


473 


14 




550 


12 




502 


15 




536 


13 


8 


653 


10 


8* 


521 


4 


6 


542 


3 


n 


G75 


16 


H 


538 


18 




548 


18 


n 


616 


1G 


H 


643 


16 


H 


COG 

1 


18 


n 


551 


6 




558 


15 


H 


544 


12 


7 


524 


11 


8 


524 


8 


1 


624 


18 


G 


497 


5 


*4 


600 


10 


-i 


651 


5 


5 


501 


7 


8J 


563 


7 


2J 



£. s. d. 
•2,921 12 Gf 
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A Statement of the present Force of the Revenue Police in Ireland, &c. — continued. 



COUNTIES. 


STATIONS. 


NUMBER 

of 

PARTY. 


| numb: 

OFFICERS, j 


ER OF 
MEN. 


ESTIMATED 

EXPENSE. 


ESTIMATED 

expense 

COUNTY. 












£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


Tyrone - 


Plumbbridge - 


49 


2 


12 


503 7 - 






Cookstown - 


62 


2 




G07 12 6;} 






Augher - 


67 


2 


13 


528 - 1 






Mountfield ... 


20 


2 


12 


500 3 






Killeter - - - 


21 


2 


12 


487 16 10£ 
















2,020 18 5$ 


Westmeath 


Kinnegad - 


3 


2 




666 14 lOf 
















566 14 10£ 








151 


947 


- 


41,840 6 7 




Estimated Expense of Clothing, Stores, &c. 


- 


1,100 - _ 




Ditto - Gratuities to disabled and discharged Men - 


750 - _ 


Inland Revenue Office, London, 








£. 


43,690 6 7 


13 July 1853. 








— 





Appendix A. — (No. 3.) 



A STATEMENT showing the Total Number of Officers and Men employed in the Revenue 
Police in Ireland, and the Total Expense in each Year, from 1824 to 1852. 



YEARS. 



1824 

1825 

1826 

1827 

1828 
1820 

1830 

1831 

1832 

1833 

1834 

1835 

1836 

1837 

1838 

1839 

1840 

1841 

1842 

1843 

1844 

1845 

1846 

1847 

1848 

1849 

1850 

1851 

1852 



NUMBER OF 


TOTAL 


OFFICERS. 


MEN. 


EXPENSE. 


70 


462 


£. s. d. 

25,602 - 6 


70 


428 


27,327 10 1 


76 


459 


25,379 13 5 


76 


458 


30,408 15 5 


76 


4C8 


21,713 13 9 


76 


492 


26,169 16 10 


114 


584 


26,502 18 11 


114 


584 


25,894 11 8 


118 


604 


30,418 12 11 


134 


791 


35,010 10 11 


131 


800 


39,015 5 7 


143 


878 


39,191 4 3 


143 


902 


45,172 12 4 


146 


913 


41,701 15 9 


137 


815 


41,308 5 0 


140 


918 


47,882 5 3 


134 


831 


42,095 7 8 


151 


842 


42,571 11 2 


150 


893 


40,920 - 0 


163 


031 


44,709 14 2 


147 


912 


41,408 0 3 


146 


893 


45,627 14 0 


147 


012 


43,070 3 7 


151 


910 


42,373 10 5 




908 


45,636 2 2 


152 


915 


47,406 11 2 




911 


43,893 1 - 




007 


43,270 4 - 




947 


43,904 18 9 



The annual average expense of the Revenue steamer is about 2,600 1 
Inland Revenue Office, 

13 July 1853. 
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Appendix A, — (No. 4.) 



A STATEMENT of Expenditure in Ireland, under tho following Heads: 



YEARS. 


EXPENSES 

of 

suppressing 
Illicit Distillation. 

(a) 


EXPENSES 
incurved on 
unproductive Seizures 
and 

Prosecutions. 

<»> 


REWARDS 

for 

Detections, 
Informations, &e. 

(«> 




£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


1824 


22,750 10 11 


— 


— 


1825 


35,422 13 3 


- 


- 


182C 


35,408 14 5 


- 


- 


1827 


20,010 10 0 


- 


- 


1828 


14,977 9 0 


- 


- 


1829 


10,440 1 2 


- 


- 


1830 


8,897 17 4 


- 


- 


1831 


2,038 1 5 


- 


- 


1832 


3,944 11 - 


- 


- 


1833 


1,074 - 0 


- 


— 


1834 


3,858 14 8 


2,323 12 0 





1835 


4,270 18 7 


2,318 18 10 


- 


1836 


4,725 17 7 


2,020 18 11 


- 


1837 


2,938 4 3 


2,413 9 - 


- 


1838 


2,251 14 7 


1,591 2 - 


- 


1830 


800 13 8 


1,182 13 5 


- 


1840 


447 7 11 


1,119 17 10 


- 


1841 


398 2 G 


1,081 17 7 


- 


1842 


593 12 8 


078 19 7 


- 


1843 


2,191 1 10 


1,172 11 8 


-■ 


1844 


1,485 6 1 


1,424 - 5 


- 


1845 


878 7 1 


529 9 4 


- 


1840 


507 7 5 


772 11 5 


- 


1847 


220 19 10 


1,128 10 2 


- 


1848 


1,910 4 4 


095 11 - 


- 


1849 


1,770 1 9 


528 12 8 


1,117 17 9 


1830 


3,072 15 8 


013 3 10 


1,018 5 4 


1851 


2,459 8 7 


1,122 17 1 


1,328 15 - 


1832 


1,108 17 1 


511 5 8 


883 12 8 



EXPLANATION. 



(n) The “ Expenses of suppressing Illicit Distillation” con- 
sist of rewards paid for the arrest of prisoners, being- generally 
Ql. 2 s. each ; the rewards paid for seizures of illicitly made 
malt at the rate of 2 s. per bushel ; and for illicit spirits at 
a rate not exceeding the duty. These rewards are now paid 
under the authority of the Lords of the Treasury. 

The large sums so expended in the early years include 
payments to the military when assisting the Revenue Offi- 
cers in this duty. It is also to be observed, that the rates 
of payment were considerably higher than since the passing 
of the Act 1 & 2 Will. 4, c. 55, regulating rewards, and 
consolidating the Laws relating to illicit distillation in 
Ireland. 



(6) The “ Expenses incurred in unproductive Seizures 
and Prosecutions " are those of proceedings in which there 
are no penalties recovered or seizures made, or when the 
penalties recovered or proceeds of seizures are not sufficient 
to pay the expenses. 

These were formerly paid out of the Crown’s share of pe- 
nalties ; hut in consequence of an opinion given by the 
Solicitor, that this course was not consistent with the Act 
7 & 8 Geo. 4, c. 53, it was discontinued, and expenses of 
this nature have since been paid out of the general revenue. 



(c) “ Rewards for Informations and Detections.” This 
head of expense arises under the Act 11 & 12 Viet. c. 121, 
which took away from Officers of Excise the shares of penal- 
ties and seizures to which they had been previously entitled : 
and the Lords of the Treasury have, on the recommendation 
of the Board, from time to time granted rewards to merito- 
rious officers, for their exertions in detecting and prosecuting- 
offenders against the Revenue Laws. 



Inland Revenuo Office, 
13 July 1853. 
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Appendix A.— (No. 5.) 



RATES of Pay, Revenue Police, Ireland. 



Inspector ------ 

Second Inspectors - 
Sub-Inspectors - 
Lieutenants, at 6s. 6 d. per day 
Sub-Officers, 1st Class, 3 s. Gd. per day 
Ditto - 2d Class, 2 s. 6 d. per day 
Serjeants, 1 s. 10 %d. per day 
Privates, 1 st Class, at 1 s. 5 d. per day - 
Ditto 2d Class, at 1 s. 3 d. per day - 
Superintendent of Dep6t, at 5 s. per day 

London, 1 August 1853. 









£. 


s. 


d. 




- 


- 


- 


341 


12 


0 per annum. 


- 




- each 


170 


- 


- 


ditto. 


- 


- 


- each 


150 


- 


- 


ditto. 


- 


- 


- each 


118 


12 


0 


ditto. 


- 


- 


- each 


03 


17 


6 


ditto. 


- 


- 


- each 


45 


32 


0 


ditto. 


- 


- 


- each 


34 


4 




ditto. 


- 


- 


- each 


25 


17 


i 


■ditto. 


- 


- 


- each 


22 


10 


3 


ditto. 


■- 


- 


~ 


91 


5 


- 


ditto. 



Cl. Maclachlan, 

Colonel, Chief Inspector. 



Appendix A. — (No. 5 a.) 



EXPENSE of the Coast Guard Force in Ireland, for the Year ended 5th January 1853. 
£.120,652. 9. 6. 



NUMBER of Officers and Men employed in the Coast'Guard in Ireland, for the 
Year ended 5th January 1853. 



province. 


OFFICERS. 


MEN. 


TOTAL. 


Ulster ----- 


31 


428 


459 


Leinbter ----- 


30 


239 


269 


Munster ----- 


37 


447 


484 


Connaught - 


14 


240 


54 




112 


1,354 


1,460 



Coast Guard Office, Customs, J Edm. Ommanney. 

29 July 1853. J 
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Appendix A.— (No. 6.) 



RETURN, showing the Area, Population, Number of Parties and of Men of Revenue Police, and Cost ; together with 
the Number of Constables and Sub-Constables of the Parliamentary Establishment, in each Province and County in Ireland. 







Area 


Population, 




Number 


Estimated 

Expense 


Number 


Constables 






Statute Acres. 






of 


of 


Sub-Constables, 






1851. 




Police. 


Police. 


Partiee. 


Parliamentary 

Establishment. 


Leinster : 


Carlow - 


221,292 


08,050 




17 


£. 

577 


21 


161 


Number of Parties of 
Revenue Police, 6. 


Dublin, County, Dop 6 t 
Dublin, City - 


222,70.9 

300,592 


140,731 

258,301 


1 


56 


2,921 


37 


231 


Kildare - 


418,415 


95,088 




- 


. 


45 


250 




Kilkenny, County 


503,333 


138,773 








60 


410 




Kilkenny, City 


921 


10,073 




. 


. 


2 







King's County - 


493,018 


112,080 




- 


- 


53 


319 




Longford 


257,221 


82,350 


0 


20 


1,016 


29 


191 




Louth - - - 


200,955 


90,812 








38 


224 




Drogheda 


440 


16,845 


__ 


__ 













Meath ... 


578,247 


140,750 








51 


324 




Queen’s County 


424,853 


111,023 


1 


15 


606 


41 


356 




Westmeath 


433,708 


111,409 








48 


282 




W exford 


573,199 


180,150 








42 


240 




Wicklow - 


499,894 


98,078 


- 


- 


. 


35 


190 


Munster : 


Clare - 


768,204 


212,428 






1,799 


55 


400 


Number of Parties of 
Revenue Police, 4. 


Cork, County - 
Cork, City 


1 ,830,054 
2,205 


503,320 

85,745 






132 

12 


612 

100 






238,339 








40 






Limerick, County 


060,898 


208,088 


. 


- 


- 


94 


387 




Limerick, City - 


2,074 


53,448 


. 


. 


. 


9 


80 




Tipperary 


1,O48,0G8 


331,487 


1 


10 


563 


149 


1,030 




Waterford, County - 


455,772 


138,754 




. 




38 


149 




Waterford, City 


532 


25,297 


- 


- 


.. 


5 


70 


Ulster : 


Antrim - 


709,091 


352,264 


. 


. 


. 


39 


224 




Belfast, town - 


4,081 


100,300 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


Revenue Police, 34. 






190,085 


- 








145 


Cavan - 


460,200 


174,071 


3 


46 


1,588 


30 


400 




Donegal - - - 


1,180,456 


255,160 


18 


237 


9,135 


45 


176 




Down ... 


011,130 


328,754 




. 


44 


224 




Fermanagh 


417,735 


110,007 


2 


27 


1,101 


26 


181 




Londonderry - 


510,420 


191,808 


4 


58 


2,130 


16 


06 




Monaglmn 


318,733 


141,813 


2 


30 


1,159 


24 


145 




Tyrone - 


778,543 


255,734 


5 


71 


2,620 


29 


150 


Connaught : 


Galway, County 


1,400,209 


298,130 


5 


80 


2,800 


93 


704 




Galway, Town - 


22,420 


23,095 




. 




- 


65 


Revenue Police, 29. 


Leitrim - 
Mayo - 


1,321,281 


111,841 

274,012 


4 

10 


151 


5,544 


49 


274 




Roscommon 


585,400 


173,417 


5 


74 


2,703 


00 


447 




Sligo 


451,085 


128,510 


5 


73 


2,675 


31 


191 



Number of Revenue Police in the Four Provinces. 





Number of Parties, j 


Number of Men. 


Leinster, excluding DepOt - 


g 


119 


Munster ------- 


4 


64 


Ulster. ------- 


34 


469 


Connaught ------ 


29 


438 



Note . — The extra Constabulary Force in Ireland amounts to 1,517 Constables and Sub-constables : of this, there are 
stationed in Munster, and supported partly out of County Rate : 

Cork, County ------ 319 

Cork, City ------ - 10 

Kerry - -- -- -- 59 

Limerick ------- 254 

Tipperary - 89 

Waterford ------- 100 

831 
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AN ACCOUNT of the Seizures and Expenses of the Revenue Police, under the following Heads 
in each of the last Five Years. 



Quantity of Illicit Spirits'! ;faj 
seized - - -J J 

Value of same • - - £. 

Quantity of Malt seized bushels 
Quantity of Potale - gallons 
Number of Prisoners arrested in\| 
the act of Illicit Distillation 
Number of Persons summoned for 
breach of the Revenue Laws re- 
lating to Illicit Distillation and 
Malting - 
Number committed - 
Amount of Penalties imposed £. 
Amount of Rewards paid Revenue 
Police; viz.: 

For Seizure of Spirits - £. 

For Seizure of Malt - £. 

For Seizure of Potale - 

For Seizure of Stills 



Rewards for Arrests - 
Expenses of Revenue Police 
Rewards - 

Gratuities .... 
Pensions - 



Loss by destruction of Grain 



1847. 


1848. 


1849. 


1850. 


1851. 


226 


574 


727 


1,133 


482 


06 10 10 


246 6 10 


312 - 1 


486 4 1 1 


206 17 2 


3,446 


8,103 


10,971 


10,321 


11,059 


19,555 


65,233 


69,609 


02,470 


70,592 


323 


780 


1,148 


971 


638 


90 


219 


235 


201 


124 


55 


132 


158 


129 


90 


516 - - 


947 10 - 1 


1,078 - - 


870 - - 1 


750 2 6 


14 3 4 


67 8 8 


07 6 4 


107 4 - j 


91 10 10 


25 S - 


295 11 - 


214 19 C 


777 16 (i 


718 7 - 


[No fixed Rewards allowed for these services; any special reward 


Is granted by the 


f Treasury are 


included under 1 


the head of “ Rewards,” inserted 


below. 


129 19 7 


1,528 13 4 


[ 1,464 1 11 


2,066 18 3 


1,608 1 11 


44,283 10 4 


47,441 17 1 


48,276 19 2 


40,776 7 7 


43,424 17 


117 10 5 


213 16 10 


445 0 - 


471 13 - 


625 19 - 


534 11 10 


687 19 8 


1 761 10 - 


241 13 3 


808 14 2 


408 9 4 


385 5 4 


! 410 4 3 


370 3 6 


388 5 1 



Increase to Revenue by suppres- 
sion of Illicit Distillation 



f Cannot be ascertained, as the greater portion of illicit Malt is destroyed, in conse- 
j\ sequence of not being worth the Duty. 

From the facilities afforded by the country, and the inclination of the people to illicit 
practices, there can be little doubt that a considerable part of the Duty on Spirits 
would be lost to the Public Revenue, unless there existed a strong force to keep 
private distillation in check. 

The unarmed Surveying Officers, who assess die Duties, are totally inadequate to 
cope with illicit distillation ; and therefore, before the institution of the Revenue 
Police Force, the Surveying Officers were assisted by the Military, to whom 
large rewards were paid for this service. 

The Police Force was first instituted in the year 1818, and was then confined to a 
small district, where illicit distillation was most prevalent ; and having been found 
to succeed, has gradually been extended to nearly the whole of Ireland. 

The Revenue derived from Home-mnde Spirits consumed in Ireland, in the last 
year, was £. 1,000,735. 

It is impossible to state by hovv much of this sum the Revenue is increased by the 
suppression of illicit distillation ; but it may be confidently asserted, that with- 
out a powerful check upon illicit practices, a' very much less amount of Revenue 
would be derived from the Spirit Duty in Ireland. 

The accompanying statement will show the services of the Revenue Police 
during the last 20 years. — Sec. App. G, p. 284. - 



Inland Revenue Office, 13 November 1852. 



Appendix A.— (No. 8.) 



A RETURN of the Annual Expense of Salaries and Allowances of every Description 
to Officers and Men employed iu the Revenue Police in Ireland; the Expense, of 
Clothing them, and Travelling Expenses; in 'the Year ended 5th January 1845. 



REVENUE POLICE, IRELAND. 



Expense of Clothing. 



Year ended 5tli January 1845 - 



£. #. d. 

1,198 12 1 



£. 

201 



s. d. 
7 11 



Excise Office, London, 25 January 1845. 
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Appendix B. 



REVENUE POLICE, IRELAND. 



COMPLAINT against Lieutenant Bowerman, and the Mon under his Command, 
1832-33. 



Gentlemen, Dublin Castle, 14 September 1832. 

A complaint having been made to the Lord Lieutenant by Mr. D. J. Wilson, of Six-mile- 
bridge, in the county of Clare, of the conduct of a party or revenue police, and his Excel- 
lency having directed Mr. Vignoles, the superintending magistrate of the peace preservation 
police of that county, to investigate the affair ; and having received and submitted his 
report for his Excellency’s consideration ; I am directed by his Excellency to send you the 
enclosed letter from Mr. Wilson, together with Mr. Vignoles’ report, with his request that 
you will cause an immediate and strict investigation to be made into the conduct of the 
party complained of, and also into the doubtful conduct of Lieutenant Bowerman upon the 
investigation, who lias charge of the party of police in question. His Excellency requests to 
be made acquainted with the result of the inquiry, witn respect to which he feels the more 
interested, as it is such conduct as this that brings the police establishment of this country 
into disrepute. 

I have, &c. 

- The Commissioners of Excise, (signed) Wm. Gosset. 

&c. &c. &c. 

P. S’. — 1 request you will have the kindness to return the several papers. 



Belvoir, Six- mile-bridge, County Clare, 
Sir, 31 July 1832. 

I take leave to inform you, that a complaint was made to me, on Saturday last, of the 
conduct of a party of revenue police, who were passing by this place on their way to 
Killaloe. 

A complaint was also made to the Rev. Mr. Butler, the vicar of Killeily, of the same 
party, after their leaving this. 

The charges made against them are, that they entered houses on pretext of searching for 
whiskey ; that they knocked about the furniture, broke some articles, insulted and abused 
the inmates in the grossest manner, drank their milk, struck one woman who opposed them, 
and presented a gun at another, who said they deserved to be punished for such conduct. 

1 regret to add, that on my communicating with the officer commanding the party on 
the subject, he evinced no disposition to have the men who were charged with this conduct 
identified; and the sergeant and two of the privates were certainly not very respectful. 
Should an investigation be ordered, and I do not hesitate to say it is called for, I would 
suggest “ Broadford,” being the most central situation between the accusers and accused, as 
the place at which it should be held. 

I have, &c. 

To Sir Wm. Gosset, &c. kc. kc. (signed) D. J. Wilson. 



T Ennis, 21 September 1832. . 

1 have the honour to return the enclosed letter from D. J. Wilson, Esquire, and beg, with 
reference to the subject of it, to state that, having arranged with Mr. Wilson to meet him on 
Saturday last, at Broadford, I accordingly proceeded there for the purpose of inquiring 
into the conduct of the revenue police, as complained of, and now beg to submit to you 
the following report : — 

It appears that a party of revenue police, under their officer, Lieutenant Bowerman, had 
been on duty on the night of the 27th of July, in the neighbourhood of Six-mile-bridge, and 
V?®* i v e 9ome seizures; that on. the. morning of the 28th, on their return to 
ulaloe, where they were stationed, three of the men detached themselves from the main 
o y, as Mr. Bowerman states, without his knowledge or order, and commenced a search, 
as they stated, for illicit spirits in the houses on and in the neighbourhood of the road. 

During 
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Daring this unauthorized search, some violence was committed by two of the men, some Appendix B. 

trifling damage done, and some ill-language and abuse used by them towards the country 

people, especially towards a woman named Elizabeth Sullivan, wife of a person in the 
employment of Mr. Wilson, to whom she, Elizabeth Sullivan, made complaint of the mis- 
conduct of these two men. Mr. Wilson immediately followed the party, and having over- 
taken them, reported the circumstance to the officer, Mr. Bowerman, requesting that the 
men might be halted and paraded, to be identified by the woman ; but this Mr. B. refused 
to do, and the serjeant of the party, William Armstrong, in the presence of his officer, made 
use of the following expression : “ If she wants to know who the men are, let her find them 
out and that expression remained unnoticed by Mr. Bowerman, although Mr. Wilson 
called his attention to it. Another woman, Ellen Mason, also complains that she was 
assaulted by two of the revenue police, belonging to Mr. Bowerman’s party, on the same 
day ; that they demanded drink of her, which she said she had not to give them ; 
whereupon one of the two desired the other to go into the house and break everything in 
it ; and the woman states that one of these men made a thrust at her with his bayonet, 
which pierced her cloak, and a bundle she had on her back, but without doing her further 
injury. This woman also states that she went to Mr. Bowerman, and complained to him of 
the conduct of his men, demanding of him their names, which he at first refused to give 
but that afterwards, upon her saying that she knew who he was, and would report him, he 
did give her two names, Brown and Barclay ; and further said, that he would fine the two 
men each two days’ pay. These two men are, by all the complaints, represented as being 
under the influence of liquor. Several other persons appeared to make complaints against 
the revenue police, so far as regarded violence of manner, and the using of abusive lan- 
guage. Ellen Mason further states, that the sergeant of the party, William Armstrong, told 
her, that if she persisted in her complaint against the two men, that there was a man in whose 
house he, Armstrong, had found whiskey, and that he would drag him into Ennis gaol, and 
fine him 5 l. ; and one of the party drew his ramrod, and putting it into the barrel of his 
carbine, to show that it was loaded, swore that if she said a word he would have her life. 

The Rev. Mr. Butler saw the police on the 28th July, and was induced, from the manner 
and appearance of two of them, who were straggling in the rear, to remark what a lucky 
thing it was that the country was now quiet, as, were it otherwise, the men could not have 
passed with safety through it in their then state. These men appeared to Mr. Butler to be 
in a state of intoxication. A man named John Lee met Mr. Butler, and complained to him 
of the violent conduct of the revenue police. Ellen Macmurdo stales, that she pointed 
out the two persons whose conduct was most violent to Mr. Bowerman ; and Mr. Wilson 
says, that he told Mr. B. it was his duty to endeavour to discover the parties complained of, 
and that he evinced not the slightest inclination to do so ; but that, calling the sergeant, he 
asked him if he knew who the two men were ? upon which the sergeant made use of the 
expression, “ If she wanted to know who they were, let her find them out.” And Mr. Wilson 
adds, that the manner of the sergeant was most insolent and disrespectful, and that the 
conduct of the whole party was disorderly and insubordinate in the highest degree. 

Having called upon Mr. Bowerman to offer something in refutation of the charges made 
against him and his party, he produced two men, who both denied any knowledge of the 
transaction whereon the complaints were grounded, or of the parties most particularly com- 
plained against. Mr. B. admitted that two men were pointed out to him, and that lie did 
give their names ; but denies having given the names of Brown and Barclay, as he has no 
such men belonging to his, party. He says that he gave the name of Bracken as one, but 
cannot recollect who the other was, although he admits that he was pointed out to him, and 
that he said he would fine him two days’ pay: this he acknowledges he did not do. It is 
remarkable that the man Bracken, admitted by Mr. Bowerman to be one of the two men 
pointed out to him, is now in gaol, charged with murder ; and it is equally remarkable that 
the name of his companion should have escaped the memory of Mr. Bowerman, although he 
admits that he had been identified in his presence; and that he, Mr. Bowerman, had told 
his name to the woman complaining against him. 

I cannot, consistently with a sense of my duty, refrain from stating that the conduct of 
Mr. Bowerman during the investigation was not such as led me to believe him actuated by 
a desire to bring the persons offending to punishment; so far from it, he appeared to me and 
to the gentlemen with me much more anxious to prevent our ascertaining who they were ; 
and I cannot remove from my mind the impression that he had it in his power to have made 
their names known to us, had he been so inclined. The conduct of the sergeant, William 
Armstrong, was also most disrespectful. 

I have, 8tc. 

Sir W. Gosset., K. C. B. (signed) J. Vignoles, 

Chief Magistrate. 



Honourable Sirs, Limerick, 19 October 1832. 

In obedience to your Honour’s order of the 21 st ultimo, transmitting the copy of a complaint 
from D. J. Wilson, Esquire, of Belvoir, county of Clare, together with the report of Captain 
Vignoles, chief magistrate, as made hy him on an investigation of the said complaint : 

We beg to state, that having given Mr. Wilson notice, and fixed Wednesday the 17th 
instant, at Six-mile-bridge, for holding the inquiry, the parties attended accordingly ; and, 
after having given the most patient investigation to the witnesses adduced for two days 

(262. App.) II (the 
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Appendix B. (the 17th and 18th instant), we beg to transmit the depositions, and to observe thereon as 
follows : 

It would appear that, on the 28th of July last, some irregular conduct took place on the 
part of one of the policemen at the gate-house of Mr. Wilson, the residence of Elizabeth 
Sullivan, and that a small bottle and a glass were broken (value about 1 s .) ; but no other injury 
appears to have been done beyond the disturbing of some articles of furniture from their 
position, occasioned by the search. 

The attack on Ellen Mason we consider improper, but no damage appears to have been 
done ; and the policeman putting his bayonet into the bundle of hay on her back might 
have been done to try if it concealed any vessel or any thing illicit; some alarm might have 
been occasioned to the women (Ellen Mason and her mother), but this does not appear to 
have been great, as they continued to follow the party. 

It would have been better if Lieutenant Bowerman had halted the party when requested 
by Mr. Wilson, to afford the parties an opportunity of identifying the men; but some allow- 
ance is to be made for the situation in which Lieutenant Bowerman was placed, he having 
been on constant duty from nine o’clock the night before (15 hours), and must have travelled, 
he and his men, 25 to 30 miles ; and they having a cart with considerable seizures in posses- 
sion, and, in a country where the inhabitants are inimical to the authorities, Lieutenant 
Bowerman may have considered it imprudent to stop, as his doing so would have caused 
the collecting of the country people to the spot, either from curiosity or other cause. 

This, in our humble opinion, is the chief cause of complaint, as Mr. Wilson has taken it 
up as a want of courtesy or respect to him on the part of Lieutenant Bowerman, and that 
he (Lieutenant Bowerman) washed to screen his men from punishment. 

We humbly conceive, that though the party did not separate beyond the reach of assist- 
ance from their comrades, still, that if a proper authority had been exercised by Lieutenant 
Bowerman and the sergeant, this occurrence would not have taken place, and that from the 
trifling damage done, and Lieutenant Bowerman supposing the matter would not have been 
prosecuted further, he did not exert himself as he otherwise should to discover the men who 
offended. 

We would respectfully call your attention to the discrepancy in the testimonies of Lieu- 
tenant Bowerman and Sergeant Armstrong ; the former states that from his recollection, and 
having been informed by Sergeant Armstrong that the two policemen who appear to have 
misconducted themselves, as stated by Ellen Mason, were Hugh Bracken and Thomas Perry ; 
and Sergeant Armstrong states, that he knew, but one man (Hugh Bracken). 

We know nothing of the disrespectful conduct of Sergeant Armstrong at the time of the 
inquiry before Captain Vignoles, but from Mr. Wilson, who says that Sergeant Armstrong 
appeared to question the authority of Captain Vignoles to examine or to interrogate him 
upon oath; and that he did not evince a desire to identify the policeman until Captain 
Vignoles swore him, when he acknowledged to one of the men who attacked Ellen Mason 
(Hugh Bracken), but denied any knowledge of the other, in which he still continued in his 
examination before us. 

We have, &c. 

(signed Thomas O’Flaherty, Collector. 

The Commissioners of Excise, Sand Graves, Inspect. Rev. Police. 

&c. &c. &c. 



DEPOSITIONS taken before Thomas O’Flaherty, Collector of Excise of Limerick 
Collection, and Samu el Graves, Inspector of Police, on an Investigation held at Six- 
mile-bridge, on the 18th and 19th October 1832, into the Conduct of Lieutenant 
Bowerman and some of his Party, No. 42, Revenue Police, stationed at Killaloe, on the 
Complaint of D. J. Wilson, Esquire, of Belvoir, and as represented by Mr. Vignoles, 
Chief Magistrate of Police at Ennis. 

Elizabeth Sullivan, produced as a witness by D. J. Wilson, Esquire, being examined, 
saith, she lives at Belvoir, near the residence of Mr. Wilson, of said place; that on the 28th 
of July last, about noon, two of Lieutenant Bowermau’s party of police came into her house, 
and asked her did she sell liquor; she replied she did not; and one of the two men said she 
lied, she did ; he then took an empty bottle that was on the dresser, and knocked it against 
a pier of the gate, and broke it ; she then requested of him not to break any more of her 
things, and that she would refer him to her master, Mr. Wilson ; that she never sold liquor; 
and he used some indelicate language in reply, such as that Mr. W. and- she might kiss 

his ; and on her endeavouring to prevent him from breaking a small glass, he gave her 

a stroke of his fist on her hand, and she then sat down ; the other policeman was by while 
the above took place; he was examining the house for liquor ; after this the two men went 
out; a third man came in and lit his pipe, and went away without doing anything further; 
he did not molest her. Saith, that on Mr. Bowerman, the officer of the party, passing her 
door immediately after, she went to him, and complained of the conduct of the two men ; 
when the sergeant of the party desired her to hold her tongue, as he would take his oath 
she sold liquor to himself the week before, and that he would have her fined five pounds. 
Further saith, that she would know the man that broke the bottle and glass if she saw 
him again. 

(Here the party who were out on that day were paraded, with the exception of one man, 

Hugh 
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Hugh Bracken, who is a prisoner in Ennis gaol ; and on her examining them), she saith, 
that the man who broke the bottle and glass was not among those paraded ; and that she 
could not identify the second man who was in her house, but could the man who lit his pipe, 
and then pointed him out, whose name is James Magan; he left her house with the other 
two men. Saith, that there was another woman, named Mary Heffeman, in the house, who 
had some conversation with the men ; and after Lieutenant Bowerman passed her house, 
this woman said to one of his party who was in the rear, that Mr. Wilson would strip him of 
his jacket ; on which he presented his gun at Mary Ileffernan, but did not fire, or say any- 
thing to either of them. Neither Mr. Bowerman or the sergeant saw any part of this trans- 
action, that is, of the presenting of the gun. She did not go to complain of the party, but 
sent her daughter to him. Saitn, she never saw the sergeant of the party to her knowledge 
before the day in question, and positively asserts that she never sold any liquor to the 
sergeant. 

D. J. Wilson, Esquire, saith, that on the 28th of July last the daughter of the foregoing 
witness came to him at his house in a state of great agitation, and informed him that a party 
of police had abused her mother in a very gross manner, and broke some articles in the 
house, and knocked the furniture about ; in consequence of which he followed the party, 
and on coming up to them, he stated to the officer that he was a magistrate of that county, 
although he had not then taken out his commission ; and informed him that a complaint 
was made to him, Mr. Wilson, of an outrage committed by some of his party at a house 
immediately at his gate ; to which the officer, Mr. Bowerman, replied, that they were autho- 
rized to search ; he, Mr. Wilson, then said, if they were authorized to search, they were not 
authorized to commit any outrage. Mr. W. continued, and informed Lieutenant Bowerman 
that he never allowed any illicit spirit-selling on any part of his property ; that he always 
set his face against such illegal practices ; to which Lieutenant B. replied, that he had infor- 
mation that spirits were selling in that house, on which Mr. W. asked this officer who his 
informant was ; and that Mr. Bowerman answered, that he was not in the habit of giving 
up the names of those from whom he received informations. Further saith, that he asked 
the lieutenant to identify the men who went into Elizabeth Sullivan’s house, and was 
answered, that he did not know them. Mr. W. then informed Mr. Bowerman, that as a 
magistrate he would feel it his duty to report the circumstance; on which Lieutenant B. 
called the sergeant of the party, and said that this gentleman is a magistrate, and wants to 
know the names of the men who went into E. Sullivan’s house ; the sergeant, who was on 
horseback, turned about in an insolent manner and said, that if she wanted to know who 
they were, she might find them out. On which Mr. Wilson asked Mr. Bowerman which of 
the two was the commanding officer, as from the sergeant’s manner he appeared to have the 
most authority. Mr. W. again repeated his remonstrances to have the men identified, but 
without effect. Saith, that there were three or four of the party in liquor, and two of those 
who appeared in liquor spoke in a very disrespectful manner to him ; on which Mr. Bower- 
man (being called on by Mr. W.) directed them to desist, or that he would suspend them. 
Saith, that he then went to the owner of the house, husband to Eliza Sullivan, in order to 
ascertain positively whether there ever was any spirits sold in his house, charging him in 
the strongest manner not to deceive him ; and being in the most positive manner assured 
that there never was a drop sold in that house, he returned with Sullivan to the party ; and 
on Sullivan’s asserting that he never sold any spirits, Mr. Bowerman said to him that it was 
well for him. Saith, that he again urged Mr. Bowerman to halt the party, in order to 
identify the men, and that he would send for the woman to do so ; to which Mr. Bowerman 
•eplied, that he then had seizures in charge of the party, and that it was contrary to his 
orders to halt the party when in charge of seizures. Further saith, that as proprietor of the 
place, and as a magistrate, he offered to guarantee the safety of the party and seizure; but 
Mr. Bowerman would not stop. Saith, that he conceived at the time, and still is of opinion, 
that from the conduct altogether of both the lieutenant and the sergeant, they were indis- 
posed to give up the names of the men complained of. 

Ellen Mason, produced by Mr. Wilson, saith, that she lives at Woodfield, about two 
miles from Belvoir; recollects the day the revenue police passed Belvoir by Woodfield, 
about the end of July last. Saith, that she passed a party of police; and about seven- 
eighths of a mile after this party passed her, two policemen, who remained after the above- 
named party, asked her mother for a drink, and her mother said she had no diink for them ; 
one of the men said to the other to go and ransack the house, and not to leave anything that 
lie would not break : the man went in and searched the house, he broke nothing, nor done 
any injury. Saith, that on her attempting to go into the house, she was stopped by one of 
the two men, who ran his bayonet through her cloak into a small bundle of hay she had on 
her back; the bayonet did not penetrate her, but she felt it; she turned to run away, when 
she was threatened with the bayonet; it was when she was running away he ran the 
bayonet through her cloak. Saith, that on calling on her mother to go and report the men 
to the officer, the man who was after searching the house turned on her, and presented his 
gun at her; first putting the ramrod into the gun to show it was loaded, and swore that he 
would drive what was in the gun through her heart if she gave him any impudence. Saith, 
that he continued to present the gun at her whatever way she turned. Saith, that the man 
who stuck the bayonet through her cloak followed her mother from her own house to her 
son’s bouse. Saith, her mother was running, and the policeman after her; and she saw' 
him endeavour to push in the door, after her mother had got into the house and closed the 
door. Saith, that they did not get into her brother’s house. Saith, they then returned to 
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-Appendix B. the party with which their officer was ; she followed them, in order to complain of their 
— conduct to the officer ; being afraid to go the road she went through the fields. Saith, that 

she complained to the sergeant, who went to the officer to inform him of the circumstance 
on which the officer came to her, and asked her where the men were against whom she 
complained ; she answered, that they were searching a small house on the road-side, and 
immediately near hand ; on which the officer went back, and brought with him the men ; 
and on her making her complaint, they told the officer that they found a bottle of whiskey 
with her, and produced the bottle ; she then demanded the names of the men complained 
of, to which the officer said he would not give the names as required ; on which she said to 
her mother, who followed her, and in hearing of the officer, that she knew his name, and 
that it would answer as well ; to which the officer said, that one of the men’s names was 
Batley, aud the other Browne ; is positive he gave her those names; he then said he would 
fine each man two days’ pay, if she would have it so ; she answered, that she would not, but 
that she would get satisfaction. Saith, the sergeant then came up, and said, what satisfaction 
was it for her to have them punished; and that if she went any farther he would take the 
man with whom they found whiskey to Ennis gaol, tied ; and she answered, she did 

not care the man, as she was determined to have revenge. Saith, that she and 

her mother then went home. Says, that the officer and men that passed her on the road 
first were very quiet, and appeared sober, but that the two men who remained behind of 
whom she complained, appeared in liquor. Says, that when the man asked her to go into 
the house and bring him a drink, she conceived he meant a drink of milk ; but she is certain 
he did not mean spirits ; she says, she thinks if her mother had milk in the house she 
would give them a drink, as she never refused any one, and as they appeared in liquor she 
was unwilling to let them into the house. She says, she cannot now, to any certainty, point 
out the two men, she was at the time so agitated ; and likewise the men were then dirty 
and tossed, and are now clean ; but that she pointed out the two men to the officer at 
the time. 



Mary Heffernan, the woman that was in the house of Sullivan, and alluded to by 
Eliza Sullivan, the first witness examined, was now brought forward by Mr. Wilson, and 
examined by him. She saith, that she lives at Belvoir, near Ellen Sullivan’s ; recollects the 
day the police came into E. Sullivan’s house, last summer. Says, she recollects E. Sullivan’s 
daughter being followed into her mother’s house by some of the police; cannot say how 
many, whether it was two or three, but that a good many were outside the gate, some of 
them leaning on the gate ; but all the party was not up at the time, but came up immediately 
after ; one of the men who went into the house was very violent, and broke a bottle and 
glass, and tossed about many other things; and gave E. Sullivan a stroke on the hand. 
Saith, that when the officer came up, Eliza Sullivan went out to complain of the men ; she 
got no satisfaction. Witness told them that they were a parcel of blackguards, and that 
Mr. Wilson would bring them to an account; and was answered by one of the party’s 

saying, that Mr. Wilson might kiss his ; he then presented his gun at her, and she 

went off. 

(James Magan was here brought forward, and identified by witness as the man who used 
the above words, and that presented the gun at her). Witness now further saith, that she 
heard the sergeant of the party say to E. Sullivan, that she sold liquor, and that he got it 
some days before; she thinks he said the Sunday before ; she says, she called out 
E. Sullivan, and desired her to complain to the officer who was then coming up ; she consi- 
dered that the greatest part of the men were drunk ; she says that none of the party said 
anything to her but Magan. 

Mr. Wilson now stated, that he had no more witnesses to produce; and Lieutenant Bow- 
erman was called on. 



Lieutenant G. Bowerman examined, and says, that on the 28th of July last, he was pro- 
ceed, na from Six-m.le-bndge on to Killaloe, the station of the party, with a full seizure 
madeby them on the morning of that day, about four or five o'clock, and on passing by 
Mr Wilson s gate at Belvoir a woman (he believes the first witness examined) called to'him 
aad complained of some of the men of his party, who acted then very improperly ; but not 
knowing at the time anything of the circumstance, he passed on, merely asking the woman 

i, pl ” ttat w,, Mr WJso „ h tly afterwards ,. ode up (0 4 h and made 

SLT ffl-condu, it of some of the men, as stated by him in his evidence ; bnt he 
We tnd U !? ha ™? v 1 ? ^j 118011 tha ‘ , therc was an information againBt li. Sullivan’s 

he d ? ea "°‘ thm \ ha sald s °. aa >f ^ had such information S would consider it 
thl il l h he hoUS c n m . self ’ h ? sald ’ that lle refused Mr. Wilson as to stopping 
IdKiW" of laeing a seizure to protect, and his orders went to tl.at elect! 

i t ,° any disrespect to Mr. Wilson that he refused to halt, 
in order to identify the men, but he conceived it would be wrong to do so; he says, that 

Mmed P FHm E Ml r ' lw0 , me . n of the P arl y dropped a ifttle behind, and a woman, 
offte d two mei? S. Si t h d ? ec , ond , wl ‘ neS8 examined), came up to the party, aud complained 
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Mr. Wilson here examined Lieutenant Bowerman. 

Q. Had you, in fact, any information against Sullivan’s house? 

A. I had not. 

Q. Do you recollect giving me an answer to a question of mine, that you were not in the 
habit of giving up the names of your informers? 

A. I have no recollection of giving any answer of the kind. 

Q. Did you not admit, before Captain Vignoles, that you had made such an answer ? 

A. J don’t think I did. 

Q- Ho you recollect Captain Vignoles asking you to what question of Mr. Wilson’s you 
gave that reply, namely, that you was not in the habit of giving up your informer ? 

A. I do not. 

Q- Are you perfectly sure that the two persons now given by you were the persons pointed 
out and complained of by Ellen Mason ? 

A. I am certain that Bracken was one, and I believe Thomas Perry to he the second. 

Q. How could you know what two men to tine, if you were not certain of their names ? 

A. I must have been certain at that time, but, conceiving the matter over, it afterwards 
escaped my memory. 

Q. Why did you think the business was over ? 

A. Because I did not hear anything further about it. 

Q. Did you give this reason to Captain Vignoles for not fining the men ? 

A. I do not recollect. 

Q- Hid you give the two names you now state to Captain Vignoles when you were exa- 
mined by him ? 

A. I do not recollect giving him any names, as I stated that 1 did not recollect the names 
at the time. 

Q. Is it on the sergeant’s recollection you now give down the names ? 

A. I think it is. 

Q- Was it before or after the investigation at Broadford before Captain Vignoles the 
sergeant gave you the names of the two men ? 

A. I do not recollect which. 

Q. Can you be positive whether you had any conversation with the sergeant before the 
investigation at Broadford, as to the identity of the two men ? 

A. I cannot say whether it was before or after. 

Q. Was the substance of Ellen Mason’s testimony as to her conversation with you 
correct ? 

A. I believe it was, with the exception of the two names stated by her, which I did not 
give her, as 1 had no such names in the party under my command. 

Q. Hid you give her any names ? 

A. I think I did not ; but said I would fine the men if she gave up the business, and I 
then passed on. 

Q. Did you refuse the names when asked ? 

A. I said I would fine the men; but I do not recollect whether I refused the names 
or not. 

Ellen Mason, being again brought forward, persists in saying, that Lieutenant Bower- 
man refused giving the names until she said she knew his name, and that then he gave her 
the names of Batty and Brown ; she says she is positive as to the names. 

Serjeant Armstrong examined, says, he recollects the 28th of July last : when passing 
Belvoir he was on horseback ; he saw a woman come up to Lieutenant Bowerman, but as 
he did not hear what was said, he cannot state what occurred between them. Says, that 
some short time after passing his gate, Mr. Wilson overtook them, and said he wanted to 
speak to the officer, as some of his people had broken a bottle ; to which lie replied that it 
was the first he heard of it; and Lieutenant Bowerman then came up, and asked him, the 
sergeant, whether he knew the men who acted in the maimer complained of ; and he replied 
that he did not, as he heard nothing of it until Mr. Wilson complained ; and he then said, 
that it would be well to bring up the woman, and perhaps they could ascertain. He further 
saith, that he told Mr. Wilson, if he knew the men he would point them out; and he says, 
the women were not brought up, and the party proceeded on. Saith, that on going forward 
about two miles, a woman came up to him (he believes it was Ellen Mason), one of the 
witnesses examined, and said that two of the party abused her; on which he called Lieute- 
nant Bowerman, and informed him of the circumstance; Lieutenant Bowerman asked her 
which of the men it was, and she pointed out two men as those whom she charged with 
acting improperly. Another woman then came up to join in making the complaint, and 
with whom he got into conversation, and, therefore, does not know what Lieutenant Bow- 
erman said to the first woman ; the last woman said to him, that one of his men thrust his 
bayonet into some hay she had on her back, looking for whiskey ; he asked her which of 
the men had done so ; and she pointed at one of the men, whose name is Hugh Bracken ; 
she said he did not stab her, or cut her in any way. Witness then advised the women, as 
they were not hurt, to drop the matter, as it was not worth while going further with it; and 
that Lieutenant Bowerman would punish the men ; immediately after this conversation the 
party marched on. Says, to his knowledge, he had no conversation with E. Sullivan gt 
Mr. Wilson’s gate; and does not recollect having said that E. Sullivan sold him whiskey; 
is positive that he never did get any spirits at her house ; and if she said that he made such 
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Appendix B. a charge, she said wrong, as far as he can recollect. Witness further saitlj, he has already 

sworn before Captain Vignoles that lie could not identify the second man pointed out to 

Lieutenant Bowerman by E. Mason, as he went among the other men while his attention 
was called to the second man coming up. Says, he might have denied to Captain Vignoles 
before he was sworn, at the investigation at Broadford, his having any knowledge of the 
names of either of the men that attacked Ellen Mason, but don’t recollect it. Says, he does 
not know whether the man was punished that he identified, but he was, in two or three days 
after, sent to Ennis gaol for another offence. 

Here Mr. Wilson requested that Bridget M'Namara should be examined, as to the 
expressions stated by Ellen Mason to be used by the sergeant, threatening to bring the man 
to Ennis gaol. 

Bridget M'Namara examined, and states, that the sergeant told Ellen Mason, in her 
presence, that if she did not give up the business, he would bring the man with whom he 
got the whiskey into Ennis gaol ; she is positive as to this fact ; and further saith that 
she did not say to the sergeant that it was searching for whiskey the man was, who run the 
bayonet into her daughter’s cloak ; there was no mention made about whiskey ; the ser- 
geant mentioned to her, that if he was there, he would not allow anything of the kind to 
occur. 

James Magan, one of the privates of the police party, examined. Says, that he recollects 
the 28th of July last. Says, that on that day he went into a house at the gate leading into 
Mr. Wilson’s, of Belvoir, when his party was passing by the gate, in order to light his pipe. 
Says, that one of the men of his party was arguing with a woman at the door, and inside 
the gate; the man’s name is Hugh Bracken ; he saw no other man at the door, or in the 
house, at the time; he ran a little before his party, who were guarding the seizures made 
in order to light his pipe; he was near his party, and within call of them; he took no 
notice of nor did he see any other person of the party but Hugh Bracken in the house. 
Says, he took no notice of anything, but lit his pipe and went out, as he was afraid lest 
the officer should see him going in. 

The inquiry and depositions closed here; and the party was ordered to return to its 
proper station. 



T Slr > . . . 23 November 1832. 

1 am directed by the Commissioners of Excise to acquaint you, for the information of 
his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, agreeably to his Excellency’s request, signified by your 
letter of the 14th ultimo, transmitting the accompanying letter of Mr. D. J. Wilson, com- 
plaining of the conduct of Lieutenant Bowerman, and a party of revenue police under his 
command; together with the Report of Mr. Vignoles, superintending magistrate of the 
peace preservation police of the county of Clare, whom his Excellency had directed to 
investigate the affair; that a further and strict investigation of the conduct of the parties 
complained of has, by order of this Board, been made by two of their principal officers ; 
and the depositions taken by them in the presence of Mr. Wilson. From the report of 
these officers it appears that, on the 28th July last, as Lieutenant Bowerman and his party 
were returning to their residence, after having been actively employed the whole of the 
preceding night and the principal part of that day in the suppression of illicit distillation, 
during which period they had made several considerable seizures, which they were removing 
to a place of safety, two of the party, named Hugh Bracken and Thomas Perry, separated 
themselves from the other men, and went into the lodge, or gate-house, belonging to Mr. 
Wilson s residence, but occupied by Elizabeth Sullivan ; where Hugh Bracken attempted 
to make a search, as he alleged, for illicit spirits; in doing which, he broke a small bottle 
and a glass, and displaced some of the furniture of the room ; Elizabeth Sullivan hereupon 
complained to Mr. Wilson, who followed the police party, and on coming up with it, 
requested Mr Bowerman the officer to bait the men, in order that Elizabeth Sullivan 
miBht identify those who had entered her house. Mr. Bowerman, it appears, declined 
•iufi 18 , & in S tbat he bad seizures in his care, which he was desirous of removing 

with all possible despatch, so as to prevent any rescue that might be attempted on the part 
ot the peasantry ; and there are grounds lor believing that the lieutenant and the sergeant 
otherwise ha ve d one h&have towards Mr - Wilson in so respectful a manner as they would 

With regard to the complaint made by Ellen Mason, it appears that one of the policemen 
eX v?i! ned a k-n—l 6 ’ s ? ,d t0 be hay, which she carried at her back, m order to ascertain 
whether any illicit spirits were concealed therein, it being a common practice to conceal 
spirits in this manner; and although this examination was made in a very improper way, 
fromh ° eS ^ appear that any vlolence was offered, or that the party sustained any injury 

W I^!° reg t g pi? arti ^ larS Ca T out on the examination of Elizabeth -Sullivan, Mary 
£llen Mason > who were produced by Mr. Wilson ; but no evidence was 
S ‘“ 0d “'fr-Wp-W-port to have been made by 



ld ? ir ? un ?. sta " ces of case, as appeared on the investigation, the violence 
Hue-h Bracken w hn ^“ 1Clpa ^ y ’* f not wholly, occasioned by the improper conduct of private 

Bowermsm and tr JZ T* remo \ ed fr ° m the 8erv?ce ‘ The conduct of Lieutenant 
Bowerman and Sergeant Armstrong was, however, not free from blame 
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paying greater respect to Mr. Wilson, and affording him such reasonable information as he 
required, as well as not giving a more clear and satisfactory answer to tbe questions subse- 
quently put to him by Mr. Vignoles ; and the latter, for his disrespectful behaviour on tbe 
occasion. It must, however, be observed, that the lieutenant and sergeant have been but a 
short time in their respective stations ; that the peasantry of the country in which they 
are employed are greatly addicted to the private distillation and sale of spirits; and that 
there are always found persons ready to render them assistance in their opposition to the 
revenue laws. To the inexperience of the lieutenant, and to the impression which he and 
the sergeant had on their minds, that Mr. Wilson’s object was to make out a case against 
them, and as well as to the doubts which they entertained that the investigation of Mr. 
Vignoles was ex parte if not altogether unauthorized, may be attributed the want of respect 
manifested by them on the first occasion to Mr. Wilson, and the unsatisfactory answers 
given on the investigation made by Mr. Vignoles. 

The police parties are. strictly enjoined to perform their frequently unpleasant and very 
harassing duty in a ppaceable manner, and to avoid giving |any just cause of complaint to 
any person. The attention of Lieutenant Bowerman and Sergeant Armstrong has been 
particularly called to these instructions ; and they have been strictly cautioned to be more 
circumspect in their conduct in future. 

I am, 8tc. 

(.signed) J. C. Freeling. 

Colonel Sir William Gosset, K.C.B. 



Gentlemen, Dublin Castle, 14 January 1833. 

I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to transmit a letter from Mr. Wilson, the gentleman 
who lately preferred a complaint against Lieut. Bowerman, and the party of police under his 
command, and on which you reported on the 23d of November last. 

The accompanying report from Mr. Vignoles refers to the same subject; and I have 
received his Excellency’s commands to express his desire that you would reconsider the 
various statements on this matter, especially Mr. Vignoles’ opinion, on which, from the 
knowledge his Excellency has of this gentleman, he implicitly relies. 

I have, &c. ' 

The Commissioners of Excise, (signed) Wm. Gosset. 

&.c. &c. 



Belvoir, Six-mile-bridge, County Clare, 

Sir, 9 December 1832. 

In consequence of my absence from home, I had not, until yesterday, the honour to receive 
your letter of the 30th ultimo, accompanying a report from the Commissioners of Excise, on 
the subject of the complaint I felt it my duty to make against Lieut. Bowerman, and a party 
of revenue police under his charge, and stating his Excellency’s hopes that I should feel 
satisfied with what had been done. 

With the course pursued by his Excellency I feel perfectly satisfied, but with the report 
of the Commissioners l am not and cannot be satisfied, for I look upon it (to speak in the 
mildest terms) as an attempt to gloss over the highly improper conduct of the police and 
officer in charge of the party, instead of being, what I conceive it ought, a brief yet accurate 
statement of the facts adduced in evidence, and an unbiassed comment upon those facts; 
I shall, as far as my memory serves me, now take leave to give you a principal portion of 
the evidence, that you may judge how far I am warranted in the observations I have made. 

On the 28th of July, about one o’clock, two revenue policemen climbed over my back 
gate, and entered the house of Patrick Sullivan; one of them charged his wife with selling 
whiskey ; she denied it; on which he took an empty bottle off her dresser, went outside the 
door, and dashed it against the wall. She remonstrated ; said her master would not permit 
her to sell whiskey, and that she would complain of this conduct to him ; he told her (using 
most gross language) that she and her master might kiss his ; behaved in a very out- 

rageous manner; took a wine-glass, and dashed it against the ground; and on her getting 
between him and the dresser, to prevent his doing further mischief, struck her. On another 
woman saying they deserved to be well punished for such conduct, a gun was presented at 
her. The officer, who with the rest of the party now came up, on being complained to, 
afforded (as was afterwards admitted by himself) no redress; but the serjeant told Mrs. Sul- 
livan to hold her tongue, or he would have her fined 5 /. for selling him whiskey the Sunday 
previous ; he afterwards admitted, on the investigation, that she never had sold him any 
whiskey. 

On Sullivan’s daughter complaining to me, I proceeded after the party; gave Mr. Bower- 
man my card, and told him who I was, and of the complaint made to me ; he said the police 
were authorized to search ; but while I admitted this, I supposed it was when they had 
information, and observed that it should be done in a proper manner ; that I did not think 
he had information in this case, as I set my face against illicit distillation, or the sale of 
spirits on my property; he said he had information against that house, at which I expressed 
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much surprise, and inadvertently asked the name of his informer ; his answer very naturally 
was, that he was not in the habit of giving his informants’ names, i asked the names of the 
men who had entered Sullivan’s ; he did not know them ; he asked the sergeant, at my sug- 
gestion ; his answer was, “ If she wants to know them, let her find them out.” I requested 
Mr. Bowerman to halt the party for a short time, until Mrs. Sullivan would come up to 
identify the men, but he refused, saying he had a seizure. I offered to guarantee his safety 
(I was then in the midst of my property, and the county in a state of perfect tranquillity) 
but he still refused. I here make no comment on the manner of the officer, sergeant and 
some of the men who were in liquor, 

-■ After proceeding about a mile and a half, two of the party insisted on some women giving; 
them a drink, but on their declaring that they had none, the men insisted on searching the 
house for whiskey, and one of them (Ellen Mason) disputing their authority, was pursued 
and while in the act of running away, a stab was made at her with a bayonet, which pene- 
trated her cloak, a bundle of hay she had under it, and touched her back, but did not enter 
it, or, as she expressed herself, “ she felt it, but it did not hurt her.” Another woman had a 
gun levelled at her; and on her making some observation as to its being loaded, the man 
drew the ramroad, put it into the piece, and held his fingers to the top of it (the woman de- 
scribed this, but did not know what it meant). One of the women proceeded after the party 
identified the men, complained to the officer, and demanded their names; he refused them ■ 
but on her threatening to report him, he gave the names, Brown and Batley (it does not 
appear there were any men of those names in the party), and promised he would fine them 
two days’ pay each. The sergeant had previously said, that if she made any more work about 
it, he would lodge a man, with whom some whiskey had been found that morning, in Ennis 
gaol. This man was no connexion of the woman, and lived half a mile from her house. 

The Rev. Mr. Butler, passing in his gig, saw two of the men in liquor, and remarked to 
his servant, that it was a good proof the country was in a peaceable state, or those two men 
would not be long left their arms. This occurred subsequently to my remonstrating with 
Mr. Bowerman on the conduct of his party, and the attack upon the two last-mentioned 
women ; shortly afterwards they came up to Mr. Butler, and made their complaint to him. 

On the 1st of August, a man of this party, while on duty near Killaloe, fired without 
orders, and shot a woman; he was allowed to effect his escape, but being taken, was tried 
at the last assizes of Ennis, and convicted of manslaughter ; and so aggravated did the case 
appear, that the Judge sentenced him to transportation for life, and afterwards declared he 
would have received a verdict for murder; the Crown counsel had previously refused to allow 
a plea of manslaughter. The name of this man was Hugh Bracken; the same who entered 
Sullivan’s house, and subsequently thrust his bayonet at Ellen Mason, and whom the Com- 
missioners describe as being “ since removed from the service.” 

At the investigation before Captain Vignoles, Sergeant Armstrong denied he knew either 
of the men who had been identified ; on being sworn, he admitted Bracken was one of them. 
Lieutenant Bowerman declared he did not recollect either of them ; admitted he had pro- 
mised to fine two men, but did not know who they were, nor did he fine any men ; he also 
admitted that he had no information of whiskey being sold at Sullivan’s house, though he 
told me had. The sergeant, at the investigation before the officers of Excise, persisted that 
he knew but one of the men, Bracken; while Lieutenant Bowerman admitted he then recol- 
lected the names of both ; on being questioned as to what refreshed his memory, it appeared 
is informant was the sergeant. r 

It must evidently appear, from the foregoing statement (the substantial accuracy of which 
I pledge myself to), that the privates of the police were guilty of highly improper conduct ; 
and that the person in charge of them, instead of controlling them, and affording redress to 
the aggrieved parties, on complaining, threatened the parties in some instances, and in all 
leiused the names of the men misconducting themselves. 

HadMr. Bowerman, on the complaint of Mrs. Sullivan, and my remonstrance, repri- 
manded his men, and kept them together (which, after what had occurred, he was doubly 
bound to do), the outrage would not have been committed upon Ellen Mason ; and had he 
punished or suspended those men, as I contend he ought to have done, it being their second 
ofience upon that day, instead of screening them by resorting to such means as he did, the 
life of the unfortunate woman, who was shot by one of these men three days afterwards, 
might have been spared, and the man himself not (as now) an alien from his country. 

1 have to apologise for trespassing at this length upon your valuable time ; but the (what 



l f h ' U ° r thal , 0 / % P^sons who complained, to proceed further against 

C ° Ur i Se i?.'i irSU i ed Mr * Bowei ' man and the sergeant I looked upon ns so 
disreputable, however lightly the Commissioners and their officers may think of it, that I 
determined to follow the matter up; but if it be the opinion or the wish of his Excellency 
^ fr*™’ I iT St Wllhn , gly accede i Jt « only what is due to him from me. 

obTdmfceto 6 7 "V* thlS g roand \ as I endeavoured to enforce a strict 

^ my tenantry and neighbours, I feel the more bound to afford 

them protection when they have just cause to complain. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) D. J. Wilson. 

LfmSn» e 'i S p' 0nld ,iave ' lU Excellency to believe that it was the fear of a rescue 
prevented Lieutenant Bowerman from halting his party for a few moments, until Mrs. Sul- 
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livau should come up; if Mr. Bowerman had any such fear, his allowing his men to straggle 
about the country was not the best mode of being prepared to resist one. 



Sir, Cork, 7 January 1833. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of December 28th, 1832, 
calling upon me for such further particulars respecting the complaint preferred against 
Lieutenant Bowerman and a party of the revenue police, for misconduct while on duty on 
the 28th July ultimo, “ as may tend to elucidate the truth.” 

I have carefully perused the statement of Mr. Wilson, J. P., and can unhesitatingly declare, 
that it is in every particular correct; and that it is supported by the evidence, upon oath, 
of the several persons who were examined touching the complaint preferred. 

With reference to the cause assigned, in the enclosed report of November 23d, for Mr. 
Bowennan’s evident unwillingness to afford the assistance and information required of him 
during the investigation, as well as for the want of respect shown by him and his sergeant 
to the magistrate, namely, that they were under the impression “ that the investigation was 
ex parte, if not altogether unauthorized,” it. cannot be for an instant admitted ; for, previously 
to entering into the inquiry, I fully explained to him that I was authorized and directed by 
you to hold the same, and my authority for doing so was as fully recognized by him. I had 
some days previously written to Mr. Bowerman, apprizing him of my being so authorized 
and directed, and requesting him to fix upon a day most convenient to himself to meet me 
in Broadford, for the purpose of carrying your instructions into effect ; 1 cannot, therefore, 
look upon this plea as other than a weak attempt to evade the charge of wilful disrespect to 
the magistrates inquiring, by direction of Government, into the complaint made against him 
and his party ; indeed, i recollect Mr. Bowerman insinuating that he did not consider him- 
self responsible to any authority not directly emanating from his own Board. Mr. Bower- 
man was evidently most anxious to screen the parties complained of ; and it appeared to me 
that he withheld the truth with that intention. 

The conduct of Sergeant Armstrong was so improper and disrespectful, that I was upon 
the point of committing him, he for some time refusing to be sworn. Upon a previous occa- 
sion, when a complaint was made to me of the misconduct of tins very party of revenue 
police by certain of the inhabitants of Killaloe, I deemed it my duty to remark, that he was 
a very unfit person for such a situation ; and again, upon a subsequent occasion, when 
Bracken was tried for the murder of the woman alluded to by Mr. Wilson, the Judge before 
whom he was tried animadverted in the strongest terms upon this sergeant’s conduct, direct- 
ing that a report of him should be submitted to the Government, which I believe was done 
by Mr. S. Purdon, J. P. 

The irregular, the insubordinate and violent conduct of the party of revenue police under 
Mr. Bowerman on the 28th July has, in my opinion, been most clearly established ; and on 
the occasion of the investigation, I must say Mr. Bowerman evinced anything rather than 
a disposition to aid us in our endeavours to discover the greater offenders, and elicit the 
truth. 

Upon reference to Mr. Wilson’s statement and my report, you will perceive that the 
Reverend Mr. Butler clearly proves that two of Mr. Bowerman’s party were in a state of 
intoxication while on duty. TJiis is not denied by Mr. Bowerman ; neither is the fact that 
he permitted these, as well as the other offenders who were accused, and indeed, as Mr. 
Bowerman must admit, convicted, of violence and outrage, to go unpunished, although he 
had promised to inflict some punishment upon the latter. 

One of the evidences deposes, that Mr. Bowerman gave her the names of Brown and 
Barclay, as those of the persons against whom she had made complaint, Mr. Bowerman 
denies that these were the names lie gave, admitting, however, that he gave false ones ; but 
declaring that he could not recollect what the names were he had given ; neither could he 
recollect who the persons were whose names he professed to have given. After considerable 
hesitation, however, he acknowledged that Bracken was one of the two, but he persisted in 
denying all knowledge of the other. It was of little consequence his giving up Bracken, 
he being then in gaol, charged with a murder perpetrated within three days of the commis- 
sion of the acts of violence and outrage giving rise to the then pending investigation. 

The report of November 23 states, that Bracken, one of the principal offenders, has 
been since removed from the service; leaving it to be inferred that his removal was the 
consequence of his misconduct on the 28th of July. It is true he has been since removed, 
but how? Why, by being sentenced to transportation for life, for having shot, without 
provocation, an unoffending woman. 

Under all the circumstances of this case, it was my opinion, as well as that of the magis- 
trate assisting in the inquiry, that Mr. Bowerman had overlooked gross misconduct on the 
part of the men entrusted to his charge ; and that instead of his being the commanding 
officer, he was himself under the control of his sergeant. The fact of his permitting his 
men to straggle and separate from the rest of bis party, and to get drunk, has been clearly 
substantiated ; and upon my commenting upon it to Mr. Bowerman, his words were, “How 
could I help it? ” 

At no very remote period, had such a circumstance occurred as that which makes this 
report necessary in the county Clare, my firm belief is, that not one of the party would 
have been permitted by the country people to escape without injury ; and from what has 
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fallen under my notice, I much doubt whether, had they been attacked, they were in a state 
to offer effectual resistance. 

I have, &c. 

Sir W. Gosset, K.C.B., (signed) J. Vignoles. 

&c. &c. &c. 



May it please your Lordships, Excise-office, 26 February 1833. 

We beg leave to state to your Lordships, that a representation having been made to his 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland by Mr. D. J. Wilson, of Six-mile-bridge, in the 
county of Clare, complaining of the conduct of Lieutenant Bowerman and a party of 
revenue police under his command, his Excellency directed Mr. Vignoles, the superintending 
magistrate of the peace preservation police of that county, to investigate the affair ; and 
having received his report, Sir William Gosset., by his Excellency’s command, transmitted 
the same hither, together with Mr. Wilson’s representation, and signified his Excellency’s 
request, that we would cause an immediate and. strict investigation to be made respecting 
the conduct of the party complained of, and acquaint his Excellency with the result. 

We accordingly lost no time in causing the matter to be investigated by two of our own 
principal officers, the particulars of which investigation we communicated to Sir William 
Gosset, as requested, for his Excellency’s information. These particulars not appearing t.o 
give satisfaction to Mr. Wilson, he addressed a further communication to his Excellency on 
the subject, which was referred to Mr. Vignoles for his observations; and this communi- 
cation and Mr. Vignoles’ observations have, by his Excellency’s command, been forwarded 
to us, with a request that we would re-consider the various statements relative to the matter 
in question. 

From the unusual manner in which the first investigation by Mr. Vignoles was conducted, 
no communication having been made to us on the subject until after it was completed, and 
the matter having been afterwards again investigated, as before stated, we are of opinion, 
upon considering all the circumstances, that any additional inquiry or observations on our 
part are unnecessary ; and we have, therefore, transmitted copies of the whole of the papers 
to your Lordships for your Lordships’ information. 

We are, &c. 

(signed) George Seymour. 

J. C. Mortlock. 

Hart Davis. 

Wm. Plunkett. 



Gentlemen, Treasury Chambers, 7 March 1833. 

The Lords Commissioners of his Majesty’s Treasury having had under their consideration 
your report of the 26 th ultimo, on the subject of the conduct of Lieutenant Bowerman and 
a party of revenue police in Ireland, I am directed by their Lordships to transmit to you 
copy of the Minute of this Board of the 5th instant, containing their decision in regard to 
this matter, for your information and guidance. 

■ I am, &c. 

Commissioners, Excise, (signed) T. Spring Bice. 

&c. ike. &c. 



Treasury Minute of 5th March 1833. 

My Lord shave before them the report of the Commissioners of Excise, of 26th ultimo, on 
the conduct of Lieutenant Bowerman and a party of revenue police in Ireland. 

My Lords read the several papers now before them with equal surprise and regret. 

They are quite aware that the very critical and unpopular duties to be performed by the 
revenue police may expose that body at times to complaint and to unjust accusation. But, 
on that very account, my Lords conceive it to be the duty of the officer of the corps, and ot 
the higher authorities of the Excise, to apply their most vigilant exertions in maintaining 
discipline, and in securing to the public the most, complete responsibility. 

In the present instance, it appears from the report of Captain Vignoies, that three of the 
revenue police detached themselves from the main body, without the knowledge or authority 
of their commanding officer; and having commenced a searcji for illicit whiskey, that some 
violence was used by two of the party against a woman named Elizabeth Suilivau. That 
one of the armed police with his bayonet pierced the cloak of a woman named Ellen Mason; 
that some of the policemen were in a state of intoxication ; and that Lieutenant Bowerman, 
on being applied to by Mr. Wilson, a magistrate of the county, to identify and disclose the 
names of the parties charged, evaded doing so. 

That Lieutenant Bowerman, having stated to the complainants that the offenders should 
each be fined two days’ pay, -admits that no such fine was inflicted; and that, in the 
course of these proceedings, the conduct of Sergeant Armstrong appears to have been most 
violent and censurable. 

My 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON EXTENDING THE FUNCTIONS OF THE CONSTABULARY IN IRELAND. 253 

My Lords perceive, in the report of the collector of Excise and inspector of revenue 
police, dated 19th October 1832, a manifest desire 10 pass lightly overt he real facts of the 
case; the more deeply censurable in those officers, as they were then engaged in an inquiry 
of a serious judicial character. 

My Lords feel still more regret and surprise at the report addressed by the Secretary of the 
Board of Excise to Sir William Gosset on the 22d November; a document which, if taken 
singly, would lead to a view of the case wholly inconsistent with the facts, and with the 
principles of justice. They cannot permit the statement that “ no violence was offered ” to pass 
without the strongest animadversion, when it is considered that the policeman is admitted 
to have pierced with his drawn bayonet the cloak of a defenceless woman, and the bundle 
which she carried on her back ; still more inexcusable does it appear to state, that private 
Hugh Bracken had been removed from the service; when the fact is stated to be, that he 
was convicted of felony, and transported for having occasioned the death of a womau some 
short time after the outrage complained of. 

My Lords desire to have copies sent to them of any reports made to the Board of Excise 
concerning the offence, trial and conviction of Hugh Bracken ; and a statement of the 
steps which my Lords presume the Commissioners felt it their immediate duty to institute 
thereon. 

My Lords observe, with the utmost concern, that with all these facts stated on uncon- 
tradicted evidence, and more particularly when one of this very party of revenue police had 
been convicted and sentenced to transportation for life for having shot an unoffending 
woman, that all these documents should have been submitted to them in the report from 
the Commissioners of Excise of the 26th February, as a matter of information only, and not 
as requiring any further observation or inquiry. 

My Lords proceed to consider the second report of Captain Vignoles, dated 7 January, 
in which it is stated that Lieutenant Bowerman was evidently most anxious to screen the 
parties complained of ; and that he appeared to Captain Vignoles to have withheld the truth 
with that intention. 

Upon the whole, my Lords conceived that a complete case of the grossest misconduct has 
been made out against the parties principally concerned ; and they consequently direct that 
Lieutenant Bowerman, Sergeant Armstrong and private Perry, be forthwith dismissed the 
service ; and that the character and conduct of the other members of this body of police be 
made the subject of immediate and searching inquiry. 



14 March 1833, 

The several papers relating to a complaint made by D. J. Wilson, Esquire, of Six-mile- 
bridge, in the county of Clare, against George Bowerman, lieutenant; William Armstrong, 
sergeant ; and John Perry, private, in No. 42 party of revenue police, stationed at Killaloe, 
having been laid before the Right honourable the Lords Commissioners of his Majesty’s 
Treasury : Ordered, in pursuance of directions contained in their Lordships’ Minute of the 
5th instant, that they severally be discharged. 

(signed) F. H. Doyle. 



Gentlemen, Treasury Chambers, 4 May 1833. 

With reference to the letter of this Board of the 7th March 1833, transmitting to you 
copy of the M inute of this Board of the 5th March 1833, on the subject of the dismissal of 
Lieutenant Bowerman, of the Revenue Police in Ireland, I am commanded by the Lords 
Commissioners of his Majesty’s Treasury to desire that you will forthwith furnish to my 
Lords copies of any reports made to your Board concerning the offence, trial and conviction 
of Hugh Bracken; and a statement of the steps which you may have felt it your duty to 
institute thereon, as required by the said Minute. 

I am, &c. 

Commissioners, Excise, (signed) T. Spring Rice. 

&c. See. & c. 



May it please your Lordships, Excise Office, 15 May 1833. 

Your Lordships having, by Mr. T. Spring Rice’s letter of the 4th instant, been pleased 
to direct that we should forthwith furnish your Lordships with copies of any reports 
made to this Board concerning the offence, trial and conviction of Hugh Bracken, a private 
in the revenue police, as required by your Lordships’ Minute of the 5th of March ; and a 
statement of the steps which we may have felt it our duty to institute thereon : 

We beg leave to lay before your Lordships copies of the several annexed papers, the trans- 
mission of which had been deferred, from a desire to accompany them with any observations 
which might have been suggested from the result of the further inquiry into the conduct and 
the character 'of the other members of the party to which Bracken was attached, which 
your Lordships have desired us to make ; but the separation of the corps since the dismissal 
of the lieutenant and the dispersion of the privates have caused a greater delay than was 
expected in obtaining the necessary information. 
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From a perusal of these papers, your Lordships will perceive, that upon a statement of 
the unfortunate transaction which occurred on tne 1st of August, and upon a report of the 
proceedings at the coroner’s inquest, the Board issued the usual orders for undertaking the 
legal defence of Bracken ; that his trial and conviction took place on the 5 th of October •‘‘that 
he was found guilty of manslaughter, and was sentenced to transportation for life ; and that 
the sentence was subsequently confirmed, and carried into execution. 

This case having been investigated before the proper tribunal, and as the learned Judge 
who presided did not appear to entertain any doubts as to Bracken’s guilt, or to »ee m 
any of the circumstances which were brought forward at the time, grounds for a mitigation 
of the extreme penalty which the law has annexed to the offence of which he was convicted 
we can only refer your Lordships to the enclosures for a statement of the calamitous circum- 
stance which caused the death of an unoffending person ; and we are persuaded that your 
Lordships will not consider that we are desirous of extenuating the conduct of Bracken on 
that occasion, or of impugning the decision of the Court, if we state that up to the period 
of the unfortunate occurrences in which Bracken was implicated, his conduct in the service 
did not appear to have been other than that of a zealous, active and well-disposed person • 
and that he had recently received, by your Lordships’ warrant of the 1st August 1832 to 
which we beg to refer, a special mark of your Lordships’ approbation, lor his Zeal and 
intrepidity in the service of the revenue. These circumstances we merely communicate for 
your Lordships’ information, as matters which we believe were not stated or adverted to in 
the course of the proceedings. It may also be proper to observe, that there is nothin* in the 
papers to show either that Bracken was allowed to make his escape, as Mr. Wilson asserts 
in his letter of the 9th of December, or that he ever attempted to do so ; the constable sent 
to apprehend Bracken with the magistrate's warrant found him, as stated in the report of 
the evidence with which we were furnished, in the Revenue Police Barrack at Gort • took 
him immediately into custody, and lodged him in Ennis gaol, it is presumed, on the 2d of 
August (the day on which i he verdict of the coroner’s inquest was given), as it appears 
by the papers that he was found in the gaol at a very early hour on the :3d, and also that he 
was in custody of the civil power oil the 2d. 

In transmitting these papers, we take the opportunity of adverting to some of the grounds 
upon winch, we regret to observe, your Lordships have signified to us, in the Minute of the 
-5th of March, your opinion of our proceedings in relation to the charges brought against 
Lieutenant Bouerman, and a portion of the party under his orders, for their conduct on the 
28th July. 'I he Board felt that the conduct of the lieutenant was open to strong animad- 
version, and that the proceedings of the other persons implicated were severally marked by 
misconduct and insubordination on the occusion in question. With respect, however to the 
lieutenant, who had been so recently appointed as the 29th of March 1831, under the 
general instructions from your Lordships, from the list of tax officers in Ireland recei vino- 
compensation, in order to diminish the charge of those allowances, the responsibility <ff 
duties, which were altogether new to him, and the position in which the proceedings of his 
•men had suddenly and unexpectedly placed him, were circumstances which induced the Board 
to consider that the censure conveyed in the public notice which tliev had taken of this first 
instance of misconduct, on the part of so inexperienced an officer, would have been felt as a 
punishment by him and would have been sufficient to prevent a recurrence of similar causes 
of complaint. With regard to Sergeant Armstrong, the Board felt desirous of punishing his 
conduct on the x8th of July less severely, in consequence of its appearing, both at the 
inquest and from the evidence of the first witness for the prosecution at the trial, as shown 
by the same cony of evidence before alluded to, that he had endeavoured to prevent Bracken 
from firing. We also feel bound to add, that we were not able to gather, from any of the 
papers before us relating to the trial, that the Judge animadverted upon the sergeant’s con- 
duct, nor have we received any report to that effect, either through the Irish Government or 
Januar- ^ mag ' Strilte re ' ev,ed t0 111 Mr - V 'g^les' letter to Sir W. Gosset, of the 7 th of 
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anothei offence, of a person of whom they had already stated Unit he was the principal 

"sir w‘ 0 Oo Ce E" ‘f e 281h ° f i U '- v , ctim P lBi " ed “ f - in the phrase, in fur 
secretary s letter to bir W. Gos<et, referring to Blacken as “ since removed from the «er- 

no“ona« W wUhinThe t0 that Bn.cken, who was the principal offender, was 

reason^^ist ^mir-uino U e°l H “ y R“ nwh,l, ® nt which could inflict, and to offer this as a 
und^he' !d™ . o ' & r ’ f ty purtice on the 28th of July with severe punishment ; 
drimstoee I ff *1 I' G .° sae ■ . »>'? '■> official capacity was specially cngLant of the 
circumstances of the ease for winch Bracken had been so recently tried convicted and sen- 
tenced to transportation, would not, at the time, be fully aware Vf tire cause If Braclre 
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fceing; no longer in the service, did not occur to us ; nor, indeed, does it now appear to us, 
that 'Sir W. Gosset misunderstood our secretary’s meaning in this particular. As, however, 
the phrase in question has appeared to your Lordships to be liable to an interpretation which 
we must be permitted to disclaim, and which has subjected us to a strong expression of your 
Lordships’ disapprobation, it is a matter of regret to us that any allusion to Bracken’s case was 
made, without an accompanying expression of the deep concern which it is impossible we 
should not have felt at learning that an unoffending woman had been deprived of life through 
the misconduct of an individual in our service. 

We have, in conclusion, only to acquaint your Lordships, that immediate orders were 
issued by us for the dismissal from the service of Lieutenant Bowerman, Sergeant Armstrong 
and the private Perry, in obedience to the express directions contained in your Lordships’ 
.Minute of the 5th March. 

We have, &c. 

(signed) P. H. Doyle. 

J. C. Mortlock. 

Thos. Harrison. 

B. Paget. 



Schedule of Papers transmitted to the Treasury with the Board’s Report of 
15th May 1833. 

No. 1. 8 Au o'. 1832. — Mr. Graves, Inspector of Revenue Police, transmits a letter from 
Lieutenant Bowerman, stating that Mary Madden had unfortu- 
nately lost her life, in consequence of a shot fired by Hugh 
Biacken. 

No. 1 a. 3/8, 1832. — Lieutenant Bowerman’s letter, referred to in No. 1. 

No. 2. 7/9, 1832.— Lieutenant Bowerman asking directions. 

No. 3. 10/9, 1832. — Letter to Mr. Saurin, solicitor, covering Lieutenant’s letter, No. 2. 

No. 4. 25/9, 1832. — Lieutenant Bowerman to Mr. Saurin, stating that he had some im- 
portant communication to make to the counsel who was to defend 
Bracken. 

No. 5. 4/10,1832. — Lieutenant Bowerman acquaints the Board that, as the Solicitor of 
Excise had not arrived at Ennis to conduct Bracken’s case, he had 
employed a Mr. Greene for that purpose. 

.No. 6. 4/10, 1832. — Lieutenant Bowerman to Mr. Saurin, stating that he had employed 
Mr. Greene to conduct Bracken’s case. 

No. 7. 8/10, 1832. — Lieutenant Bowerman reports the result of Bracken’s trial. 

No. 8. 17/10, 1832. — Mr. Saurin to Lieutenant Bowerman, requesting to be informed whe- 
ther any facts appeared on the trial favourable to Bracken. 

No. 9. 19/10, 1832. — Lieutenant Bowerman, in answer to Mr. Saurin’s letter, No. 8. 

."No. 10. 15/11, 1832. — Mr. Saurin, reporting on an application of Bracken to be paid sums 
due to him ; and stating some particulars respecting Bracken’s 
trial. 

No. n. 25/10, 1832. — Mr. Saurin to the Attorney-general. 

No. 12. 17/12, 1832. — Decision of the Government, that the sentence on Bracken should 
be enforced. 

-No. 13. 14/3, 1833. — Mr. Saurin, in answer to an order, directing him to transmit the 
papers in Bracken’s case. 

No. 14. 20/3, 1833. — Extract of Treasury Minute of the 5th March 1833, sent to Mr. 

Saurin, with directions to furnish papers and the brief, relative to 
the trial of Hugh Bracken. 

'No. 15. 23/3, 1833.— Mr. Saurin, in answer to order directing him to furnish the Com- 
missioners with any papers, &c. respecting Bracken’s case. 

No. 16. - - The Inquest. 

No. 21. 11/4, 1833.— Mr. Saurin, transmitting further documents in Bracken’s case. 

No. 22. 25/3, 1833. — Mr. Barrett, Supervisor of Ennis District, to Mr. Saurin, respecting 
Bracken’s trial. 

No. 23. 10/4, 1833. — Mr. Graves, Inspector of Revenue Police, to Mr. Saurin, in answer 
to some inquiries respecting Mr. Bowerman. 

•No. 17. 9/4, 1833. — Mr. Saurin, transmitting papers in the case of Hugh Bracken, in pur- 
suance of orders sent to him for that purpose. 

(262. App.) k k 3 No. 18. 
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No. 18. 25/3, 1833. — Mr. Greene, the Solicitor employed on behalf of Bracken, to Mr. 
Saurin, stating the particulars of the trial. 

No. 19. G/4, 1833. — Mr. Barrett, Supervisor of Ennis District, to Mr. Saurin, giving him. 

some account of Bracken’s trial, and transmitting Notes of the Pro- 
ceedings. 

No. 20. - - Notes of the Trial of Hugh Bracken, taken by Mr. Barrett. 

And the Brief. 



Gentlemen, Treasury Chambers, 8 June 1833. 

Having laid before the Lords Commissioners of his Majesty’s Treasury your report of 
the 15th ultimo, with its several enclosures, relating to the trial of Hugh Bracken, a private 
in the revenue police, who was charged with the murder of a woman, of the name of Mary 
Madden, I have it in command to acquaint you that my Lords are fully aware of the difficult 
and invidious duties to be executed by the revenue police, and of the necessity of giving to 
that corps the utmost protection and adequate means of defence from accusation ; but I am, 
at the same time, to add, that in all cases in which violence may have been committed, and 
still more where a life has been lost, independently of the legal proceedings which are con- 
sequent on such an event, my Lords are of opinion that the strictest departmental inquiry 
should be instituted, with respect to the discipline of the corps, and tne conduct of the 
responsible officers, with a view to the maintenance of this establishment in the most efficient 
order and condition. 

I am, &c. 

The Commissioners of Excise. (signed) T. Spring Rice. 



Appendix C. 



REVENUE POLICE. 



COMPLAINT of Misconduct on the part of Lieutenant Morrissy. 

^®P 0Ura hl e Sirs, Castlebar, 25 July 1833. 

We have the honour to state, that agreeably to the instructions contained in your 
communication relative to the charges preferred by Mr. Ferrall, chief constable, against 
Mr. Morrissy, of the Revenue Police, we proceeded to Castlebar, and entered on the inquiry, 
having examined the witnesses on oath. 

We have the honour herewith to euclose a copy of the proceedings, and to observe that 
there is a great contrariety of evidence, as is usual on these occasions, and the hostility of 
the peasantry to the revenue service is such, that it is very difficult to form a just estimate 
of the credibility of such witnesses. 

Upon the whole, however, it appeared to us, that at the period alluded to in Mr. Ferrall’s 
report, there were some, drunken characters, who have been subsequently removed by the 
representations of Mr. Morrissy ; on one or two occasions Mr. Morrissy had been rather 
heated by liquor, and harsh in his conduct, and from general rumour, Mr. Ferrall had some 
grounds for his report, which, however, we consider highly coloured. It appears that 
Mr. Morrissy has been occasionally, as described bv some of the witnesses, over-zealous in 
the performance of his duty ; but there is proof that the violence towards the peasantry 
has not been committed. r 

We think, as we have already observed, that Mr. Ferrall had some ground, from general 
report, lor the statement he made ; and though perhaps it would have been better if he had 
more maturely considered the subject, we still think, having these grounds, he is not liable to 
the imputation of having made an unfounded charge against Mr. Morrissy. 



(signed) 



To the Honourable Commissioners 
of Excise, London. 



We have, &c. 

George Warbtjrton. 

Jno. Lane, Chief Clerk to the Solicitor of Excise. 
Jon. Barber, 1 G n -c 
Richard DixoN,J b ' Exrs * 



COPY" 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON EXTENDING THE FUNCTIONS OF THE CONSTABULARY IN IRELAND. 257 



Appendix C. 

COPY Minutes of Evidence taken in respect to the Charges preferred by 

Mr. Fergus Ferrall, Chief Constable of Police, against Mr. Michael Morrissy, 

Lieutenant of Revenue Police, at Castlebar, on the 23d, 24th and 25th July 1833. 



Fergus Ferrall sworn. 



23 July 1833. 

I was in the month of December, 1832, a chief constable of the Constabulary Police, a 
Newport Pratt, in the county of Mayo. On the 11th December I was at Newport, attending 
on official duty at the Petty Sessions Court-house, in that town. I was returning from the 
Court-house in the afternoon, and accidentally met Mr. Michael Morrissy, a lieutenant in 
the Revenue Police, stationed at Castlebar, who addressed me, and said, that he wished for 
some men, meaning a portion of the. privates under my command. I said that I was sorry 
that I could not give any men on that day, as they were under orders for other duty, and 
that he (Mr. Morrissy) was aware that my men were a good deal harassed from patrolling, 
executing warrants, and escorting prisoners. Mr. Morrissy replied, that as to your men 
patrolling, it was a mere sham, as they took care to let the Terries know their movements, 
and that where the Terries were one night, the constabulary would be the next night. To 
this I said, that it was a very improper remark, and that 1 should report it, and make him 
prove it ; he also said, that my men were too fond of drinking poteen whiskey to give any 
assistance to put it down in the town of Newport. He then said, I don’t mean your men, 
I mean Mr. Lewis’s men, at Castlebar. He then, in a menacing manner, flourished his stick 
over his head, and said he did not care a damn for me, or words to that, effect, and left me. 

(signed) Fergus Ferrall, C. C. P. 



Mr. Morrissy was then allowed to question Mr. Ferrall. 

Q. Do you swear it was one o’clock on that day I wanted the men to go out on duty ? 

A. I can’t say as to the hour, but it was that day. 

Q. You swear it was that day that Mr. Jones was at your house? 

A. It was, to the best of my belief. 

Q. Was it not in a friendly way that I spoke to you about the Terryalts ? 

A. I think not. 

Q. Did I not say I expected you to do the same if you had heard anything injurious to 
my men ? 

A. I don’t recollect you said any such thing. 

Q. Did you, after that, give me any men ? 

A. I did, after that, give you some men. 



John Cooper sworn. 

T am a constable of the county Mayo. I was in the month of December stationed at 
Mulrany, near Newport. On the 11th December I was in Newport; I recollect a conver- 
sation that passed between Mr. Ferrall and Mr. Morrissy on that day ; I was going with 
Mr. Ferrall to his lodgings, and we met Mr. Morrissy; Mr. Morrissy asked for some men 
from Mr. Ferrall, who said, that he was very sorry he could not accommodate him on that 
day in consequence of their having to go out to execute some warrants ; that his men were 
employed everyday in escorting prisoners, and patrolling at night. Upon which Mr. Morrissy 
said, that the patrolling at night was all a sham, as the police let the Terries know their 
movements. Mr. Fevrall said, that (meaning the conversation) was highly improper. 
Mr. Morrissy then said, (hat where the Terries were one night, the police would be the 
next night, and that his men would give him no assistance in putting down the illicit making 
•of spirits. Mr. Ferrall said he would make him prove it; upon which Mr. Morrissy said, 
I mean Mr. Lewis’s men. lie then said, that he did not care a damn about him (Ferrall), 
and, flourishing his stick over his head, left them. That this conversation was distinctly 
heard by me, and is not now made by me in consequence of any subsequent conversation 
with any one. 

(signed) John Cooper. 



Cooper was then questioned by Mr. Morrissy. 

Q. Were you examined before on this business between Mr. Ferrall and me ? 

A. I was. 

Q. Did you say these words when you was examined before? 

A. I don’t know. 

Q ■ Had you a conversation with Mr. Ferrall on this subject since the former inquiry? 

A. Yes ; he said I must give my testimony again. 

Q. Did Mr. Ferrall say what you were to prove on the occasion? 

A. No. 

.(262. App.) k k 4 Sir 
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Sir Richard O’Donel, Baronet, sworn. 

On the fair day, 14th November 1832, at Newport, I recollect seeing two or three of' 
Mr. Morrissy’s men in a state of intoxication; one of them gave me an impudent answer, 
but 1 believe he did not know me ; I also saw Mr. Morrissy, but have no complaint to make 
against him ; I communicated the circumstance of some of his men being drunk ; I do not 
recollect what his answer to me was; his men were frequently drunk, but whether before or 
after the month of December last I do not now recollect. 

(signed) R. N. O’Donel. 

Edward Malky, Esquire, sworn. 

I reside at the town of Newport, and recollect the fair day on 14th November 1832,, 
and was standing with Sir Richard O’Donel, when a conversation took place between Mr. 
Ferrall and Mr. Morrissy respecting the police. I recollect seeing one of Mr. Morrissy’s 
men intoxicated in the afternoon of the fair day, but I never saw Mr. Morrissy intoxicated. 

I have frequently seen, both before and after the month of December last, some of his men 
in a state of intoxication, but whether they were so on duty or not I do not know. I con- 
sidered they were returning from duty, it being in the evening when I have seen them 
intoxicated. 

(signed) Edward Maley. 

John Thornton sworn. 

I am one of the revenue police over which Mr. Farrington is the lieutenant at Crossmoliua. 

I was sent to the station on the 22d September last, from Lieutenant Morrissy’s party at. 
Castlebar; I was a sergeant, but then reduced to a private. Whilst I was with Lieutenant 
Morrissy I frequently saw him intoxicated in the evening when going out on duty, and when 
not on duty; l can’t say that he was incapable of performing his duty at these times ; he 
was very apt to scold and abuse the men under his command, but myself in particular. I 
can’t say that I ever saw him drunk or to get drunk when in the country. I don’t recollect 
ever seeing him in liquor or intoxicated in a morning when going out on duty. 

I recollect that about three months before leaving the party, Mr. Morrissy’s striking me 
with his hand ; we were about to go into the country; I do not know now' whether it was. 
with his fist or his open hand, nor do I recollect what it was for, or about ; he had been 
scolding me. This was the only time he ever struck me ; I was not hurt. I never saw him 
strike any of the other men of his party during the nine months 1 was with him. 

(signed) John Thornton. 

Q. At the time you say I struck you, did you not disobey my orders ? 

A. To my knowledge l did not. 

Q. Had you not broke a ramrod that night? 

A. I had not, but a few few days before I did, and got it mended. 

Hugh Kelly sworn. 

I am a policeman belonging to Lieutenant Morrissy’s party. I was in the habit of going 
out with Mr. Morrissy before Christmas last; he was sometimes sober and sometimes 
drunk. I recollect the 29th May 1832; we were out on duty at Strade, near Foxford, when, 
he took the arms from Thornton, who was then a sergeant, and threw them down, and then 
to strike his head against tiie wall two or three times; it was about a mile from home, and 
about 12 o’clock at night, when they were about to go on duty, 1 think it was with some- 
force that Thornton’s head was knocked against the wall, but ihe man did not complain. 

I recollect that he struck a man of the name of James Head with a pistol the same night.. 
On the 8th June 1832, at night, I recollect Lieutenant Morrissy’s having a conversation with 
me, when lie said I was an uncouth savage servant, and put a pistol near to my mouth, but 
did not touch me with it ; he was then, I think, about half drunk; I never saw him strike- 
any of the men except Thornton and Read, as before mentioned; he has been many times 
hearty on duty previous to the month of December last, but I never saw Lieutenant Morrissy 
so much in liquor as that he was incapable of doing and performing his duty except upon one ■ 
occasion, about 12 or 14 months ago, when they were at Lund, and then he was obliged to 
go to bed about break of day ; we had been out the whole of the night previous, f never - 
made a complaint of this circumstance, although I bad been asked from time to time by 
the superior officers. 

(signed) IIuGn Kelly. 

Kelly was then questioned by Mr. Morrissy. 

Q. How far is Strade from this ? 

A. About eight or nine miles, and the seizures were made about a mile and a quarter " 
beyond. 

Q. How was I so able to walk the distance, and so drunk as you say ? 

A. You got sober by the way ; I saw pistols in your hands and a firelock afterwards. 

Q. Did you see me with any else ? 

A. I did not, except a belt and bavonet. 

Q. How often did I fall ? 

A. I can’t say, I saw you once, and stagger. 

Q. Had my conduct been stated to the Board, and decided by the Board, respecting Read? 

A. I heard so. 

Q. Was - 
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Q. Was it early in a summer’s morning we left this to go to Lund ? 

A. I do not know the hour. 

Q. How many villages had we searched ? 

A. None until I went to Lund. I was one of the men sent to a village further on ; I don’t 
know if Burke was with me. 

John Baker sworn. 

I am a policeman in Mr. Morrissy’s party at Castlebar; I never made a complaint against 
Mr. Morrissy to his superior officers ; I have been in the habit of going out with him ; some- 
times he has been tipsy. In July 1832 we were on Foxford on duty, when he was the worse 
for liquor. In the month of May 1832, I saw him knock Sergeant Thornton’s head against 
the wall, but what it was for I do not know ; they had words. The same night I saw him 
strike James Read, another man, with a loaded pistol, because, as he said, Read was a Pro- 
testant; he (Morrissy) was tipsy upon that occasion; the duty of the morning then com- 
menced, and several seizures were made, at which he was present. I recollect an occurrence 
at Lund in the spring of the last year ; he was then tipsy, and went to bed at a house, and 
remained there for an hour after ; I came back from searching about the place ; he in 
general was very harsh to the men, and frequently the worse for liquor, but not so much as 
to cause him to be incapable of attending to his business, except upon the occasion at Lund ; 
when he has taken liquor he has soon got sober, and capable of attending to his duty. 

(signed) John Baker. 

Baker was then questioned by Mr. Morrissy. 

Q. Did you hear me ask Sergeant Thornton for his ramrod and firelock? 

A. I did, but he iefused, because he said you were drunk. 

Q. Did I lake the firelock from him? 

A. You did ; and he gave it you on condition that it was to be returned to him ; you were 
in the habit of examining the men’s arms, as you said they might shoot or assassinate vou 
on the road. 

Q. Did you ever hear of any conspiracy against me here? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you know Michael Walsh, a irrocer, in this town ? 

A. I do. 

Q. Did you ever tell him that you would take everything down you knew against me ? 

A. I did not. 

Q. Did you ever see me take liquor on the road ? 

-4. I did not, except once, out of a flask. 

Q. Was that at the cholera time? 

.4. It was. 

Honora Gallagher sworn. 

I live at Callybracli, near Newport ; was at my aunt’s washing the day Mr. Morrissy 
and the revenue police came to her house; a man of the name of Burke, of the revenue 
police, came in first ; she had the tub in the way of the door, and he desired me to take the 
tub out of the way ; I did not take it immediately, but waited for help to lift it ; he dashed 
me over against the table; I went to Mr. Morrissy to report Burke’s conduct; he struck me 
against the table, and broke three of my ribs; I have been very ill ever since; my aunt 
complained that they should behave in that way, and that slie never had any of what they 
were looking for in her house; one of the men knocked my aunt against the chimney, ana 
cut her arm ; Mr. Morrissy was present when this occurred. 

her 

Honora x Gallagher. 
mark. 

This Witness was then questioned by Mr. Morrissy. 

I was not examined before on this business on oath ; I did tell them three of my ribs 
were broke ; I did not say, that if money was given to me I would tell more than I did tell ; 
1 asked who was to pay me ; there was not mere than two police in the house, with Lieutenant 
Morrissy ; there was only Burke and Sweeny with him ; they were only a short time in 
before him ; I had nothing in my hands at the time ; not a three-legged stool ; it was you 
(Morrissy) that injured me, and you did not say that if I called the next morning I should 
obtain satisfaction ; I had no whiskey that day, but 1 think you had; I did not see a crowd 
with sticks and stones afterwards ; l was not at the kiln, nor my aunt, as I know of. 

Sibby M'Faden, alias Moran, sworn, and examined through an Interpreter. 

I live at Callybrach, near Newport; two of the police came into the house first; there 
was her niece in the house, washing clothes; they tossed the pail in which she was washing 
against the ground ; they took the woman that was washing, and tossed her against the 
ground ; I told them to be quiet, and they would tret leave to search the house; one of the 
men took hold of her ; she has since learned that it was Burke and Sweeny; Mr. Morrissy 
came in afterwards, and stood by, and the men went through the house; her son, who was 
weaving, came up, and told Mr. Morrissy to search the house, and if they had found nothing 
to lake away the men, or the women would be killed ; she was herself thrown into the 
chimney-place by one of the revenue men, and did not know what was going on; that she 
did not see Mr. Morrissy do anything; the girl that was washing got up from the floor, 
and said that she should be killed by Mr. Monissy and his men, and after the men were 
gone she said her ribs were broke; her niece nent away the same day, and she does not 
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know whether there was a doctor sent for, or had ; I heard Mr. Morrissy say something in 
English, and the people in the house said that he had said, that if the niece would come to 
him the next morning she should have satisfaction; 1 hacl a three-legged stool to drive them 
out of the house, having no whiskey in the house ; I saw Mi 1 . Morrissy in the house next 
day ; he said that there was nothing the matter with her ; that she was full of poteen • that 
was making her sick ; she says that the reason of her not applying to a magistrate was 
that the people told her it was of no use, as she would not get satisfaction from the Ivina’s 
men. 

Andrew Moran sworn. 

I live at Callybrach, near Newport; I recollect the revenue police coining to my mother’s 
(the last witness’) house; I was weaving at the time, and a woman was washing; two police- 
men and Mr. Morrissy came in ; the woman wanted some one to lift the tub away ; Sweeny 
and Burke were, I believe, the policemen, and they pushed her away against the table • Mr. 
Morrissy came in, and he also pushed the woman against the table, upon her complaining 
to him of the conduct of the men; one of them also pushed his mother against the wall and 
cut her arm ; but does not know who. The next day 1 saw the men and Mr. Morrissy ; and 
on his saying that he would go to a magistrate, Mr. Morrissy pushed him against the ditch 
with a stick. I had not thrown any stones at the police, and had given them no offence. 
I did not hear Mr. Morrissy direct his men to charge me with bayonets. 

The mark of 
X 

Andrew Moran. 

Moran was then questioned by Mr. Morrissy. 

I was not among the crowd about the house afterwards ; I don’t know what became of 
the policemen after searching the house ; I never saw the revenue police in the village 
before; the people had lifted some stones; but did not see any thrown at the police. No 
one has ever told me what to say here. 

Thomas Moran sworn ; examined by an Interpreter. 

I am brother to the last witness ; I recollect what took place at my mother’s house ; I 
was out of doors; I went up and saw Mr. Morrissy there ; I saw my mother’s aim bleed- 
ing; Mr. Morrissy caught me by the throat, and threw me down, by which my leg was 
hurt ; my cousin, who was there washing, was also complaining of the men having pushed 
her about. I said to Mr. Morrissy to command his men ; he said he could not command 
them; the policemen came the next day and searched the house without Mr. Morrissy. 

23 d July 1833. 



John M'Donnell sworn. 

* LrvE at Callybrach; I recollect the 14th December, wnen the police came; Thomas 
Moran, the last witness, wa3 present, and Lieutenant Morrissy and Sweeney, one of the 
police, threw him down and dragged him about, preventing him from going into his own 
house; I heard Thomas Moran say to Morrissy, “ Why don’t you command your men?” 
and he said that he could not; there were about 15 people at the kiln ; some of them had 
stones ; the kiln was about four perches from the house; if the police were not mad, they 
were drunk; 1 saw people on the hill throwing up their hats as a signal. 

Thomas Heyland sworn. 

I live at Buceah, about three miles from Newport; I recollect the police coming in 
December to Buccah ; and I met Mr. Morrissy as I was going home to my own house, a 
snort distance therefrom ; and he asked me where I was going, and I said home; he said I 
should °ot go the way I was going; I kept the blow of a stick which he gave me off with 
my hand; he wanted to take my stick; I gave it to one of the policemen, and Mr. Morrissy 
got it from him, and broke it on his knee ; he also held me by the breast, and pushed or 
punched with his fists ; I said as much now as I did on a former inquiry : I could not use 
my arms for two or three days. 

Patrick Cassik sworn. 

I am a sub-constable; I was on duty on the day with Mr. Morrissy ; 1 think it was the 
13th or 14th December 1832 ; we did not leave Newport until nine o’clock ; they went to a 
place called Furness, and got malt; we then went to Buccal), and met Heyland, who went 
with them towards his own house; Mr. Morrissy asked him where he was going ; Heyland 
sard he was going home, and Mr. Morrissy then said that he should not proceed that way ; 
Heyland said he was on his own land, and said he would go in spite of him, as he had 
done nothing ; Morrissy then took hold of Heyland by the neck, find attempted, as t con- 
sidered, to throw him info the bog ; Heyland had a stick, and Morrissy wanted him to give 
up the stick, but which he refused, but he gave it to me, and Mr. Morrissy broke it across 
ms Knee ; it was me who got between Mr. Morrissy and Heyland, and obtained the slick ; 

e scuffle between Mr. Morrissy and Heyland was all about the slick, which was a loaded 
mie, and such a one as we are in the habit of taking away from the country people; 
x r. orrissy did tell Heyland to leave them and to go away before the scuffle ensued. 

The examination of witnesses, as regards Mr. Ferrall’s against Mr. Morrissy, here 
c osed, and Mr. Morrissy was directed to be ready with his defence the next morning. 

25 th 
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Michael Morribsy sworn. 

I am lieutenant of the revenue police, No. 37, stationed at Castlebar. On nth Decem- 
ber last, I left Newport at morning 8, and returned at 11 o’clock the same morning, when 
I met Mr. Ferrall and his constable, and returned with Mr. Ferrall towards his house, and 
said, “ 1 understand your men are out at night; my party is weak, and the country being 
disturbed, I should like to join you at night to still-hunt that part ; ” he said, “ That will 
never do for my party ; we could not be delayed with you making seizures.” I then asked 
him for some assistance, for the next day ; he said they were busily employed, and could 
not comply w ith the request ; we were then on good terms. I said that there is a report 
given me by one of my men, that where the 'ferry alts are to-night, your men are to-morrow 
night ; before l could say any more to Mr. Ferrall he got into a great passion, and said his 
men never went out without his being with them at night. I endeavoured to impress upon 
his mind, that 1 had made tlio communication with a friendly motive ; he was in a passion, 
and said he would report me ; and walked on, and said, “ You may do your best.” 

Michael Moresy, 

Lieutenant, Revenue Police. 

Mr. Moresy denies the charge of drunkenness at the fair of Newport, but admits that two 
men and a sergeant of his party were intoxicated ; that he reported their conduct upon that 
occasion to the Board of Excise, and the consequence was that the sergeant was reduced 
and removed, one of the men removed, and the other dismissed. 

Mr. Moresy, who denies the charge of’ drunkenness as alleged by John Thornton and Hugh 
Kelly, in their examination, and asserts that, with respect to Thornton's allegation of being 
struck by him, he applied to him to know whether he had got his ramrod repaired ; and, on 
his refusing so to do, and to give up his firelock, he (Mr. Moresy) called on him to give up 
his accoutrements, and then put him under suspension. Thornton refusing to comply with 
the request, Mr, Moresy took them from him by force, and in the struggle they both fell 
to the ground; but Mr. Moresy denies ever striking him, or indeed any of the men under 
his command; and with respect to the allegation of Kelly, of Mr. Moresy having struck 
Read, one of his men, with a pistol. Mr. Moresy says, that he charged Read of having 
taken whiskey, and on Read’s denying it, and saying that he (Moresy) was drunk, be 
(Mr. Moresy) pushed Read from him with a pistol which he at the time had in his hand. 
Mr. Moresy says, that Read complaiued of the occurrence, and an investigation took place, 
but that he, Mr. Moresy, was acquitted of blame. 

John M ‘Carter sworn. 

I am a revenue policeman, of party No. 37, commanded by Lieutenant Moresy ; I have 
been about five years in the party. I recollect going with the party about the 29th May 
1832, and that Sergeant Thornton refused to show his firelock upon being asked for it by 
Lieutenant Moresy, who thereupon ordered the party to spring their ramrods; the party 
did so, except the sergeant, who afterwards did it on seeing the party comply with the 
order. I often heard the sergeant express himself in unbecoming language to the lieutenant, 
both on and off' duty; I left the company immediately, and therefore did not see any 
scuffle between the lieutenant and the sergeant. I recollect that, about Christmas 1832, 
I communicated to the lieutenant something about the constabulary and Terryalts; it was 
a report heard of by me, that where the constabulary were one night, the Terryalts would 
be the next night. I have seen Mr. Moresy hearty sometimes, but not drunk and incapable 
of performing his duty. I recollect the day we went to Oallybrack, and was the first man 
that entered Moran’s house ; there were two women in the house, and a boy on the loom 
weaving. I first went to search the kitchen ; one of the women said, “ You damned rascal ; 
are you going to break all that is in the house?” I said, “ No, I have done nothing in it 
as yet ;” upon which she took up a stool, and said she would knock my bruins out ; at this 
time Burke and Dillon, two policemen of our party, came in ; Burke asked what was the 
matter, and I said the womun was going to kill me, and would not let me search. the house; 
Burke went into a room, the woman following him, and I remained in the kitchen ; the 
other woman, the youngest 1 believe, was boisterous, and appeared as if she had drank; the 
woman with the stool stopped Burke at the door, and would not let him pass back from 
the room, and he pushed her in order to get back ; T did not see him strike her ; she went 
against a chest, but I did not hear her complain. Mr. Moresy came in, and the woman 
said, “ The rascals have, beaten us, and broke all the tilings in the house.” I did not see 
anything done to the other woman. Mr. Moresy told them, that if they came to Newport 
he would give them all the satisfaction the law would give them. I did not see Mr. Moresy 
touch either of the women; I was with him in the kitchen all the time he was there; there 
was a crowd of people about the house with stones and sticks, and, in consequence of the 
violence of their conduct, we primed and loaded our guns ; I think there were about 20 or 
30 persons, and the crowd increased afterwards, and followed the party for near a mile and 
a half. Mr. Moresy’a conduct on this occasion was very cool and collected. I recollect the 
circumstance of Mr. Moresy’s striking Read, the policeman, with a pistol. I recollect 
going to Lund, and upon that occasion 1 recollect finding Mr. Moresy on our return in 
bed ; l cannot say that he was drunk ; he might have taken something that night. Mr. 
Moresy could have put his hand on the woman in Moran’s house without my seeing him; 
I did not see him do anything of the kind ; I have not taken a glass of spirits of auy kind 
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for these four years past; I never saw Mr. Moresy take spirits whilst on duty in the country • 
when I saw Mr. Moresy asleep, I was aware that he had travelled seven miles and on 
their setting out on the journey, Mr. Moresy appeared to have taken some liquor but was 
capable of undertaking his duty, and it was about four or five o’clock in the morning that 
we arrived at the place where Mr. Moresy took rest. 

(signed) J ohs M 'Carter. 

Thomas Dillon sworn. 

I ah a policeman under the command of Lieutenant Moresy ; I recollect beinw on dutv 
with Mr. Moresy in April 1832, at Lund ; we left Castlebar about. 11 or 12 o’cloclfat nielit 
and arrived at bund before day-light ; the distance is about seven miles ; I was one of the 
party who went to another village from Lund ; Mr. Moresy was capable of performing his 
duty; we left Mr. Moresy at Lund; we returned in about an hour and a half and found 
Mr. Moresy stretched on a bed in one of the houses, and was asleep ; we roused him uo 
and returned towards home; Mr. Moresy was then very well, and we proceeded to further 
duty, and found steeped com, of which they made a seizure ; I recollect being at Callvbrack 
at Morans house; M'Carter and Burke, two of the party, were in the house before me-’ 
there were two women there, who were very violent, and appeared disposed to attack them ■ 
one had a stool in her hand, and she attempted to strike Burke with it ; Mr Moresy came 
m afterwards ; they (the women) complained to him that Burke had struck one of them and 
that the furniture had been knocked about ; Mr. Moresy said that if they came to Newport 
and summon the men he would give them satisfaction; I did not see Mr. Moresy strike or 
collar any one; if he had done so, I must have seen him ; one of the women complained the 
nein day ; 1 was also with the party at Furness the following day: we met with a man 
named Hyland ; the : lieutenant requested Imp to leave following the party ; he had a stick in 
his hand; he said, it he was left with the lieutenant, lie would beat him ; the lieutenant 
then, with the assistance of one of Mr. Fen-all’s men, took the stick from Hyland, it was a 
loaded stick ; they did not use him roughly in procuring the stick ; lie still kept a short 
distance from the police and remained so, with his father, who had a stone in each iiand- 
at the tune the heutenant was at Lund, asleep, a pistol-shot was fired outside the door in 
order to awake lmn ; I cannot say that he was drunk ; I do not recollect seeing the lieute- 
nant n, such a state as to be incapable of performing- his duty; I have seen him after liavho- 
taken liquor; I think I should know when lie bad taken two tumblers; f have not been 
under a more active officer. ’ ULei * 

(signed) Thomas Dillon. 

John Casey sworn. 

HnnS7.5tw ly T raCk l 1 ^collect the police coming there in December last; I know 
Honor Gallaher ; I saw her that evening ; she said that some of the police had hurt her ■ 
I asked whether it was the ofheer; she said it was not, but that it was Burke ■ she said when 
he was going up to the room he pushed her out of the way against a bov and that she took 
a stool and struck one of them with it afterwards ; she did not say she was hurt- it was iin- 
mediately afterwards I saw her; I never heard her say that an/ of her ribs were broken 
until y esterday ; she went to work at washing after the police Left the house and walked 
home that night, about a mile and a half from Moran’s ; 1 strove to quiet the people Hmt 

The mark of 
x 

John Ormond Masterson, Esquire, sworn. J ° IIN Casja ' 

I reside in Castlebar; I know Mr. Moresy; I am in the habit nf soo ;„„ u- , 

going upon and coming off duty, and with driving wTth him from.ciiHv “‘i ?" 

to look flush m the face after taking a tumbler or two of nnnrh t * i Ve ^ l ? ( ? wn 1, . IU 
intoxicated so that he was incapable lullT h "V°- b ! 

officer in the employ he is engaged in ; I never saw°him fohav* ; ^ lm a Y er y eflicient 

any one, and I eUderhim “ UnC0Ul, ‘ 

William Smith Malev, Esquire, sworn. 

liil^^^' anf S ”*'■ M ° rcSy 1 l»™ seen 

I never saw him intoxicated ; I have frequently dindftSXfT® 8 l ° T were alvvays eoprect i 
priety in his conduct, or to drink to an excess/ * th ’ aml never savv i,n J nil F°- 

, , w , Vnj,t» M Lira MT » K , Esquire, Distilier, sworn, 
he always evinced' considerable zeal' in'the seroke n eve? 1 5y fl ' e T“ llU y 011 <Uity, 

general character in my neighbourhood is that hi i neve, ® a ^ ll,m J lle worse for liquor; his 

in drinking, and I neve/ sal Ws eomUrnf Mt ^ 

(signed) George Warburton, C. G. 

Jk " Lake, Chief Clerk ;o the Solicitor of R.vciso. 

Jon" Barber, q 

Riohd Dixon, J • 
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May it please your Lordships, 5 July 1834. 

The state of illicit distillation in Ireland has for some time past occupied the serious 
attention of this department. The alarming- height to which it had risen in the last two or 
three years had rendered a considerable augmentation of the revenue police necessary, which 
your Lordships have accordingly been pleased to sanction ; and it became extremely 
desirable, and indeed indispensable, that a special and particular inquiry should be under- 
taken, with a view at once to obtain the best information as to the prevailing causes of the 
evil, and as to the means which were most likely to lead t.o its suppression. It had been the 
wish of the Board to confide this important investigation to one of its members ; but from its 
reduced numbers, and from the circumstance of the appointment of a Commission of Excise 
inquiry, at which the attendance of the members of the Board might be frequently required, 
it was thought impossible at that time to attain 60 desirable an object; an immediate inspec- 
tion was, therefore, confided to one of the inspectors of police, Mr. Plunkett, and to Mr. 
Ryan, the Excise collector of Derry, whose station had necessarily afforded him the means 
of becoming acquainted with many parts of the subject of inquiry. 

The result of this inquiry has been a copious report, embracing the state of illicit distilla- 
tion in the several districts in which a police force is stationed, the inducements t.o a con- 
tinuance of the practice, and suggestions for facilitating its suppression, us well as the 
requisite details respecting the efficiency and discipline of the several parties of revenue 
police. 

About the same period an inquiry into the state of the licensed distilleries in tl;e different 
parts of Ireland was undertaken by the Board’s orders, by two of the most intelligent 
surveying general examiners of the first class, whose report has also conveyed to the Board 
much useful information connected with the present inquiry, and has also suggested for its 
consideration means for putting down illicit distillation in that part of the kingdom. 

These reports, the results of separate and independent inquiries by officers of distinct 
branches of the establishment, contain statements which have led the Board, after careful 
examination and the fullest consideration of the several recommendations submitted to it, to 
the conclusion, that the suppression of illicit distillation in Ireland cannot be accomplished 
without an increase in the number and efficiency of the revenue police force ; a greater in- 
ducement to exertion through rewards for activity on the part of the officers and privates 
than the system at present acted upon offers ; and the adoption of some system which 
shall give the landowners an inducement to assist in putting down illicit distillation on their 
estates. 

It has also been suggested, that these measures, in order to be effectual, should be accom- 
panied with some reduction of the duty on spirits. 

With regard to the duty, the Board can entertain little doubt of the importance of a tem- 
porary if not a permanent reduction of the rate in Ireland, as one amongst other means of 
subduing the existing evil; but they could not, from the facts which have come before them, 
anticipate with confidence that decided effect upon illicit distillation which it is desirable at 
once to produce from that measure, unless accompanied with some other means of repression. 
It would appear that in that part of Ireland in which the practice is most prevalent, the 
fraud on the revenue is carried on not merely by cotters, but by the farmers residing in the 
mountainous districts, to whom the refuse of the materials employed is of the greatest 
importance as winter and spring food for cattle, in addition to the value of the spirit, which 
is sold at prices varying from 3 s. 6 d. to 0 s. 0 d. per gallon. It is also understood that at 
least a gallon of such spirit, the average value of which may be worth about 4 s. G d., is 
produced from two stone of grain, the highest value of which does not exceed for the two 
stone 20 d., from which is to be deducted the value of the refuse, being about oue-third, or 
G d., thus leaving the highest cost of the corn only 14 d.\ a clear average profit of about 
3 s. a gallon may, therefore, be realized, less the trifling cost of peat, fuel and labour neces- 
sary for the rapid production of the spirit. 

With regard to the adoption of some system by which the interests of the landowner 
might be united with those of the revenue in suppressing the evil, the object is obviously 
most desirable; but although the subject is of considerable importance, it is proposed to 
defer the consideration of it to a future opportunity, conceiving that it would be inexpedient 
to delay the present representation, as in any case the suggestions which it will be our duty 
to make to your Lordships on the two remaining heads are, in our judgment, indispensable 
for the attainment of the important objects in view ; we shall, therefore, proceed to state, as 
briefly as possible, the measures for which we request your Lordships’ immediate sanction. 

Although there is no doubt that the efficiency of the revenue police, as regards its 
discipline and internal regulations, will be greatly improved in consequence of various 
amendments arising out of the recent inquiry, it appears absolutely necessary that some 
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further increase to the numerical strength of this force should be authorized, to enable it to 
occupy effectively the extensive districts over which the parties are at present too thinly 
scattered, and in which illicit distillation is known to be actively carried on. 

The counties in which the illicit distillers are most active, and through which the greatest 
number of police parties are distributed, are Donegal, Londonderry, Tyrone, Leitrim, Sligo, 
Mayo and Galway ; but active illicit distillation likewise extends into several other adjoining 
counties, in which revenue police parties are also stationed, though in smaller numbers and 
into those in which there is at present no force of that description. 

In the northern counties it appears that the illicit distillers work from a mixture of malt 
and raw grain ; and although in some parts the proportion of malt preponderates, in very 
many the quantity of raw grain used is in a considerably larger proportion tlmn the malt. 
We have already observed that the illicit distillation is not carried on by mere cottagers' 
but that it is extensively engaged in by farmers, with whom one great object appears to be 
to obtain the waste or refuse for food for cattle. As, therefore, the value of the spirit is 
only a part of the advantage to be obtained through distillation, the process of fermentation 
is completed in the shortest possible lime without disadvantage to the parties interested • 
the spirit, though obtained in less quantity, being of a superior quality, and the saccharine 
matter left in the grain only rendering the refuse more nutritive and valuable as food for 
cattle. The rapidity of the process, therefore, requiring that the parties employed in the 
suppression of illicit distillation should be more closely distributed than might otherwise be 
necessary, and as the Board, after the fullest inquiry, are satisfied that the existing parties 
are in several cases too thinly scattered over districts in which illicit distillation is carried 
on with great activity to be able by any possible exertion to keep down the evil, and that it 
is spreading to an alarming height in other parts of the country, we have to request your 
Lordships’ sanction for an addition to the Revenue Police Force, amounting in the whole to 
14 parties, consisting of one lieutenant, one serjeant, and 12 privates each, to be stationed 
chiefly m the counties of Tyrone, Donegal and Mayo. 

In recommending this augmentation, we beg at the same time to state that the efficiency 
or the force altogether is materially impaired by the want of a sufficient number of inspectors. 
It was originally under the command of four captains, who were discontinued, and two" 
inspectors appointed in their place at the same rates of pay. At that lime the parties were 
few in number, and the two inspectors were perhaps not insufficient; but latterly the greatest 
inconvenience to the service lias been experienced from the excess of duly which has 
devolved upon these two officers. It had, therefore, been in contemplation last year to 
apply to your Lordships for the immediate appointment of a third district inspector: hut 
as the general inspection of the whole corps, and an inquiry into the state of illicit distil- 
lation m Ireland was about to be undertaken, it was thought expedient to defer the appli- 
cation until the whole subject could be brought fully under your Lordships’ notice. We 
request, .therefore, to he authorized to appoint a third district inspector, and that a slight 
auomentation from 9s. 8 \\d. to 10s. Qd. a day should be made in the salary of those officers 
wio receive no rewards, — a rate of pay which will even then barely place them upon an 
equality with a supervisor of Excise. 

It has also been found so very inconvenient and injurious to the service to remove the 
district inspectors from their pressing local duties for the purpose of conducting special 
inquiries, or ot making any special inspection, that the appointment of a chief inspector 
has become, m our opinion, indispensable for the good of the service. At present it is 
frequently necessary to take superior officers of the surveying branch from their own 
piessmg duties, and to employ them in carrying on investigations which should properly 
devolve upon some officer the nature of whose appointment should make him morecon- 
rtlfh*! 1 . u e r JCCtof o h0 “V™ 5 intrusted to him, and whoso services should not 
thereby be taken from equally pressing duties of a different kind. A general superintendence 
oLifo ■? r y °”? competent and responsible individual would 'also keep up a greater 
chile ™re, P‘™hce and discipline, and consequently render it more effective for all the 
aK inf es , tabll f ™ ent T ' . y d request, therefore, your Lordships’ authority for appointing 
offif , f .hn 1° 1,0 Irl ? h Rcvenile Police Force; and we cannot propose that this 
of thf i,V,d “ ,i P U 011 a , lo * e l’ foot ’"g in point of pay than a surveying general examiner 
ot the junior class, whose salary is 250/. per annum. 

J tZlW ZVf in .‘ luceme,lls to greater exertions on the part of the officers and men 
meets 7 men ,??, 1 “ f . re ' v . ar f!? f ? r tlle se “™re and destruction of the imple- 

Drincinles wliifh P roc * uce of illicit distillation, we have always been of opinion that the 
E P he Wsh iS 1 r 9 * 0 T?"? 8 tbr s " ch •**«. wis in operation 

imoftai ceiffni. ■ .1 ’ 6 c 1 onsoll ; ,at '° a ™ 1823, was, if properly applied, of great 

that svstenr whff , essli '£ tbe ev d; and we do not consider that the entire discontinuance of 
of the 5 i * n win a tak “ P ,'“ e s, "“ the 6111 ° r Ja 'y 1831, in consequence of the Act 
penalties L ’ °' ’ tbe rewa " ,s *° a 'l»wance of a portion of tile 

S I o7mah f d W t C t they «“«* be recovered, and of a part 5f the value of 

a™ed wit7hLtfi ’ f « ™ y 1Mt sel1 fo r a price equal to the duties, has been 

rets acZ rfSf d effe f to * ha revenue. In lieu, liowever of reverting to the former 
pr tali a Ze So d, Sn ° f rewal ' ds is recommended, in which tire sergeants and 
EstinZm a. , all °, ,,ed topartiripate, the lieutenants being excluded from all 
destruction of the artielp^T' certlbcate tllat t,le fact of ’ th e services performed, and the 
onlhesZ mist r PB 1, ? T not be brou S ht to *tore, and are consequently destroyed 

inducement to P-onH + U 61 j bowever ’ that t5le lieutenants may not be without a similar 

reward™which thev w^y “f 1 aG » j s .P™P 0 ^, as a substitute for the specific 
y e formeily entitled to claim, that three grades of rank, each having 
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different rates of pay, should be established, and the advancement to the higher classes 
would be the reward of meritorious conduct. 

With tnis view, therefore, we are induced to recommend that the rates of pay should be 
as follows : — 

For the 1st, or highest class, 7 s. 6 d. per diem. 

„ 2d, „ 6 s. 6 d. „ 

„ 3d, „ 5s. Gd. „ 

The present rale is 4s. 7 id. per day, or 84/. 8s. 1 J d. per annum, an allowance which, 
considering the nature of the duty, could only be sufficient on the supposition that the 
lieutenants should derive by means of the rewards a considerable addition to that stipend. 

From the expense which will be incurred by the proposed additions to the force, and aug- 
mentation of the rates of pay, must be deducted the amount of some savings which the 
Board hope may accompany the measures now recommended, consisting of a reduction of 
horses, by which a diminution of expense will be effected to the extent of - £. 2,420 - - 
And of an alteration in the rates of pay to a portion of the sergeants 

and privates, by which a further saving will arise of - 1,079 15 10 



£.3,499 15 10 



We request, therefore, your Lordships’ sanction to the suggestions for the proposed aug- 
mentation, as well as an authority for the reduced scale of rewards to the sergeants and 
privates, as specified in the annexed statement. 

We feel it at the same time incumbent upon us to bring under your Lordships’ notice a 
further suggestion, the adoption of which appears calculated to improve the efficacy of this 
branch of the service. Your Lordships are aware that the duty is of a very laborious and 
harassing nature; and that it not un frequently exposes the men to great personal danger. 
For serious bodily injuries, which may have incapacitated an individual from further service, 
your Lordships have been pleased to grant a small pension ; hut for those who have retired 
from ill health, or in consequence of their exertions or exposure to fatigue, it has not been 
the practice to make any provision ; we venture, therefore, to recommend to your Lordships 
the adoption, in this branch of the service, of the regulations under which persons of good 
conduct in the constabulary police are allowed, on retirement from infirmity or reduction of 
the force, a gratuity of one month’s pay for each year of service, guarded by restrictions 
similar to those which prevail in that establishment. 

In adverting to the subject of the expenses attending these arrangements, which will 
amount to - -- -- -- -- -- £. 10,300 1 9 

Less the reductions proposed, amounting to ----- 3,499 15 10 



Leaving the net additional charge - £.6,800 5 11 



it is to be observed, that the rewards which it is proposed to restore on a reduced scale to 
the sergeants and privates, the amount of which cannot be estimated with any degree of 
accuracy, are not included in the foregoing sum ; but whatever expense may be incurred 
under this head must necessarily arise out of the seizure and destruction of implements and 
materials used in the production of illicit spirits. From the payment, therefore, of rewards 
for services of this kind actually performed, the revenue could not but derive advantage. 

. We venture, therefore, with confidence to ask your Lordships’ sanction to these several 
suggestions ; observing, that whilst in the year 1821 the sum expended in the suppression 
of illicit distillation amounted to 61,509 /. 11s. 4d., in the year 1833 it did not exceed 
37,091 /. 9 s. 7 d . ; and feeling strongly of opinion, that a judicious and moderate increase of 
the present expenditure on this account will be of great importance in the suppression of 
those illicit practices, from which the duties on malt and spirit, the most important resources 
■of the Irish revenue, have so materially suffered. 

Wc have, &c. 

(signed) F. H. Doyle. 

Wm. Plunrett. 

W. H. Percy. 

Tiios. Harrison. 



Excise Office, 
5 July 1834. 



Gentlemen. Treasury Chambers, 10 December 1834. 

The Lords Commissioners of his Majesty’s Treasury having had again under their con- 
sideration the Report of the Commissioners of Excise Inquiry, upon the subject of the 
arrangements suggested by them for clicking illicit distillation in Ireland, together with 
your representation of the 5th July last, suggesting an increase to the revenue police for 
the same object; and it appearing to my Lords to be necessary, before they give any final 
directions upon this matter, which is one of considerable importance, that some further infor- 
mation should be procured from the Irish Government and the Revenue Boards of Excise 
and Customs, I am to desire that you will communicate with the Board of Customs, with a 
view of forming, if possible, for the consideration of my Lords, some arrangement by which 
the co-operation of the revenue police with the coast-guard may be provided for in the particular 
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localities, and on the particular occasions on which such co-operation may be practicable 
without diverting either from the prosecution of its peculiar duties. I am, at the same time 
to desire that you will transmit to this Board a statement of the numbers and pay of the officers 
and men of the revenue police, at the several stations and districts in which they are em- 
ployed; and, also, a like statement with respect to the supervisors and all other officers of 
Excise employed in Ireland. 

I am, &e. 

To the Commissioners of Police. (signed) J. Stewart. 



May it please your Lordships, 1 May 1835. 

Your Lordships having been pleased, by Mr. Stewart’s letter of the 16th December 1834 
to acquaint us, with reference to the Report of the Commissioners of Excise Inquiry upon 
the subject of the arrangements proposed by them for the suppression of illicit distillation 
in Ireland, and also to our representation of the 5th July last, suggesting an increase of the 
Revenue Police Force for the same object, that it appeared to your Lordships to be neces- 
sary, previous to giving any final direction upon that matter, that further information should 
be procured from the Irish Government, and the Revenue Boards of the Excise and 
Customs ; and that it was your Lordships’ pleasure that we should communicate with the 
Board of Customs, with a view of forming, if possible, for the consideration of your Lord- 
ships, some arrangement by which the co- operation of the revenue police with the coast- 
guard might be provided for, in the particular localities, and on the particular occasions, on 
which such co-operation may be practicable, without diverting either from the prosecution 
of its peculiar duties : we have the honour to state that we lost no time in taking the 
necessary steps for carrying into effect your Lordships’ instructions, for which purpose we 
have transmitted to the Commissioners of Customs a copy of Mr. Stewart’s letter, together 
with an account of the establishment of the Revenue Police Force, the strength of the. 
several parties into which it is divided, the stations where placed, and a description of the 
nature of the duties which the men composing that body are required to perform, to enable 
the Commissioners of Customs to judge of the degree to which co-operation on the part of 
the coast-guard might be afforded in the suppression of illicit distillation ; and as it 
appeared to us that your Lordships’ instructions contemplated the mutual co-operation of 
the revenue police with the coast-guard in enforcing the Customs laws against smuggling, 
where their assistance might be found useful and available to that end, we expressed our 
readiness to render every aid in our power for that purpose, when it can be given by the 
revenue police, without interfering with some immediate and important object of the 
service for which the latter force has been particularly established. 

In reply, we have received from the Commissioners of Customs copies of two documents, 
a general memorandum, and a proposed circular prepared under their directions by the 
Comptroller-general of the coast-guard, and the Inspector-general of that force in Ireland, 
w-hicli i it is proposed should be issued from head quarters to the coast-guard, with the view 
of enforcing the zealous co-operation of that body with the revenue police, if the arrange- 
ments contained therein shall he approved of on the part of the Excise. 

The general memorandum contains the following heads of instructions ; viz. : 



That when the coast-guard are engaged with the revenue police in the suppression of illicit 
d'shfiation, the most cordial co-operation is expected from every person in that service. 

iliat the officer of the revenue, when he requires the aid of the coast-guard, is, when prac- 
ticable, to make his requisitions m writing to the officer in command at any particular 
station, who is immediately to afford such aid. 

That the coast-guard is not to be required to go more than six miles inland, nor to he out 
more than eight hours on such duty ; and then only when, from the state of the weather and 
oiJier circumstances, no landing is likely to be attempted on the coast. 

that the revenue police, when on board the coast-guard boat, are in no way to interfere 
with the command of such boats. 3 

That on shore, the senior King’s officer is to take the command. 

Iheappl, canons from the police, for boats to take them to the islands, to be made to the 
inspecting commander ot the district. 

amllf.mm - th h allc " tio “ °f the coast-guard is required to a general search for stills, the 
Ser of t l, e district*' ^ ^ 0fhCH ' ™ comn,and of ‘he police with the inspecting cum- 
in g ^. t0 the P° lice t0 “ s «st the coast-guard 

in the pievention of smuggling and search for smuggled goods. 

eJidin' is . addre5sed f° respective inspecting commanders of the coast- 
theirVo”,,mmd d kith1h J °'” S °” h r' r part tl,e 11,054 c0l ' diBl “"-operation of the force under 
mav L ZZt ' 1 l re,enae r° 1 ‘? e -’ 1 ,- or “T other bra “ ol > of «• Majesty’s forces, which 
may be engaged m the suppression of illicit distillation, on all occasions when such assist- 

r mion to ii,e ‘-poES? *£» ™ r P 3 y 

« 311 .med on* Zt „° nl ? ” ,Kle ': ««* previous arrangements and precautions 

Excise, or revfnue^oltein each dt'rictT g COmmanders and 41,0 su P el ' ior ofBcers of 

asfa,’ar°roS„ S f„ t i“L d ° C 'f l ' , ? ,lS; a " d respectfully submit to your Lordships, that 
rience of its operation it P r f sent ,°f 44,6 arrangement, and without actual expe- 

rience ol ,ts operation, it appears to us that the plan proposed is calculated to produce an 

effective 
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effective co-operation of the coast-guard with the revenue police, in the suppression of illicit 
distillation, within the limits and on the occasions on which such aid may be expected • and 
we further request, should it be your Lordships’ pleasure, that the proposed plan should be 
acted upon; that we may be favoured with your Lordships’ orders to take the necessary 
measures, in conjunction with the Commissioners of Customs, for completing the details of 
the arrangement, and preparing such instructions as maybe requisite lor the guidance of the 
respective forces. 

We have the honour also to transmit, in obedience to your Lordships’ directions in 
Mr. Stewart’s letter, a statement of the numbers and pay of the officers and men of the 
revenue police at the several stations and districts in which they are employed, and also a 
like statement with respect to the supervisors and all other officers of Excise employed in 
Ireland. 1 J 



Excise Office, 1 May 1835. 



We are, &c. 

(signed) Wm. Plunkett. 

J. C. Mortlock. 
Hart Davis. 



Appendix D. 



EXCISE (IRELAND). 



A Statement of the Numbers and Pay of the Supervisors and all other Officers 
of Excise in Ireland. 



Number. 


STATION. 


Per Annum. 


TOTAL 

Amount of Selariee. 












£. 


S. 


d. 


£. 


s. d. 


1 


Collector - 


- 


- 


at 


600 


- 


- 


600 


_ _ 


6 


Ditto - 


- 


- 


each 


450 


- 


- 


2,700 


_ _ 


8 


Ditto - - 


- 


- 


each 


400 


- 


- 


3,200 


_ _ 


6 


Ditto - 


- 


- 


each 


350 


- 


- 


2,100 


_ _ 


1 


Collector’s Clerk - 


- 


- 


at 


200 


- 


- 


200 


_ _ 


1 


Ditto - 


- 


- 


at 


150 


- 


- 


150 


_ _ 


1 


Ditto - 


- 


- 


at 


130 


- 


- 


130 


_ _ 


1 


Ditto - 


- 


- 


at 


90 


_ 


_ 


90 


_ _ 


21 


Ditto - 


- 


- 


each 


140 


- 


- 


2,940 


- _ 


77 


Supervisors - 


- 


- 


each 


200 


- 


- 


15,400 


_ _ 


161 


Division Officers - 


- 


- 


each 


100 


- 


_ 


16,100 


_ _ 


217 


Ride Officers - 


- 


- 


each 


100 


- 


_ 


21,700 


_ _ 


21 


Supernumeraries - 


_ 


_ 


each \ 














38 1. per annum 


when employed J: 












f>4 


Assistants - 


- 


- 


each 


85 


- 


- 


5,440 


_ _ 


34 


Expectants - 


_ 


_ 


each ) 














30 Z. per annum when 


employed/ 










_ _ 


2 


Permit Writers (Dublin) - 


. 


- 


each 


111 


- 


- 


222 


- - 


31 


Ditto - 


- 


- 


each 


85 


- 


- 


2,635 


_ _ 


1 


Ditto - (Belfast) 


- 


- 


at 


111 


- 


- 


111 


- - 


1 j 


Warehousekeeper (Dublin) - 


- 


- 


at 


276 


18 


6 


2 76 


18 6 


2 


Assistant ditto - ditto 


- 


- 


each 


140 


- 


- 


280 


_ _ 


1 


Porter ditto - ditto 


- 


« - 


at 


46 16 


- 


46 


16 - 


1 


Officer, Cork Export Division 


- 


- 


at 


100 


_ 


- 


100 


_ _ 


1 J 


Warehousekeeper (Belfast) - 


- 


- 


at 


231 


5 


- 


231 


5 - 


1 


Ditto - - ditto 


- 


- 


at 


100 


" 


- 


100 


- - 


661 














£. 


77,544 


19 6 



Excise, 4 May 1835. W. T. Thornton, 

Clerk of the Securities. 
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Gentlemen, Treasury Chambers, 25 May 1835. 

I have laid before the Lords Commissioners of his Majesty’s Treasury your Report of 
1st instant, upon the subject of the co-operalion of the revenue police with the coast- 
guard in Ireland ; and I am commanded to inform you, that my Lords have taken the 
proposed arrangements into consideration, and are pleased to give their authority, as requested 
by you, to complete the details of arrangement proposed, and for the issuing of the instruc- 
tions necessary for the co-operation of the two forces. 

I am, &c. 

Commissioners of Excise. (signed) F. Baking. 



May it please your Lordships, 

We beg leave to represent to your Lordships, that we have had under our consideration a 
statement from one of our inspectors of revenue police in Ireland, setting forth that the 
harvest in the north-western parts of the country is the most abundant of any that has 
occurred for a great number of years; that notwithstanding the present low rate of duty on 
spirits, the price of grain is so reduced, that if the illicit distiller can sell his spirits at the low 
rate of 1 s. 6 d. per gallon, it will afford him a profit of full 50 per cent, exclusive of the refuse 
material, which is of great value as food for cattle during the winter months in the moun- 
tainous districts of the country ; and that to keep in check illicit distillation, for the carrying 
on of which preparations are now making in a great many places, it is absolutely necessary 
to materially increase the police force. J 

Under these circumstances, we have thought it our duty to request your Lovdshipe’ consi- 
deration of our representation of the 5th July 1834, in which we submitted that, to prevent 
the further progress of illicit distillation, an augmentation of the existing force was indis- 
pensably necessary ; and we beg leave to add that, to make any additional force effective 
during the ensuing winter, the augmentation should be made without loss of time. 

We are, &c. 

(signed) Wm. Plunkett. 

B. Paget. 

J. C. Mortlook. 



Excise Office, 

28 September 1835. 



Gentlemen, Treasury Chambers, 4 December 1835. 

The Lords Commissioners of his Majesty’s Treasury have had before them your 
representation of the 28tb September last, stating the necessity which exists of an increase 
of the police force in Ireland to keep in check illicit distillation ; and their Lordships desire 
^°T.^ e J n ^° rnie ^ Aether representation from one of your inspectors of revenue police, to 
which you allude, and a copy of which you are hereby directed to transmit to this Board, is 
corroborated by any and what reports from the collectors and other officers of Excise in 
Ireland, and, if so, my Lords desire that copies or extracts of such reports mav be also 
furnished to them. r 

Your report of the 6th July of last year, to which you have called the attention of my 
Lords, was prior to the large reduction of the Irish Spirit Duty, and, consequently, does not 
appear wholly applicable to the present time. 

My Lords, in conclusion, have desired me to call for a return of the spirits brought to 
charge in Ireland during each of the quarters subsequent to the reduction, compared with 
the corresponding quarters of the former years. 

I am, &c. 

Commissioners of Excise. (signed) j. Stewakt. 



May it please your Lordships, 

nltiL Ob ^S‘ OyO ^ L0K ' ShipS ’ C0mmands ’ Bi S rlifle,J by Mr. Stewart’s letter of the 4th 
ultimo, with reference to our representation of the 28th September last, stating the necessity 

dt tZ w r Cr eaS . e f ““ . Re,e,Me Police F °™ “ Wand, to £ 
remeieZf’ioT f t tra !’ amit a °f ‘he report, which was alluded to in our said 

representation, of one of our inspectors of revenue police, and in corroboration of this 
° f illicit distillation, we beg leave to transmit 
u P QitL d Sject b i y Lordships, copies and extracts of the following' report and letters 

Report of the Supervisor of Hillsboro’ District, dated 21st December 1835. 

Report of the Supervisor of Dungannon District, dated 24th December 1835. 

Report of the Supervisor of Ballina District, dated 30th December 1835. 

SfES °?S e | u P emsor °f StraW District, dated 23d December 1835. 

5' P “‘ °. f ? e Supervisor of Limerick District, dated 30th December 1835. 

T etwZ Tlf “‘’“"n r of We fP“ rt hated 23d December 1835. 

eueWng ® Dnimra ° nd ' Esquire, dated Dublin Castle, 28th October 1835, 
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Letter from Major Miller, Inspector-general of the Constabulary Police in Munster, 
dated 27th of the same month. 

A further letter from Thomas Drummond, Esquire, dated 23d December 1835, in 
reply to our Secretary’s letter of the 17th, in which it was stated that two parties of 
revenue police had been ordered to proceed to the District of Kinneigh. 

We likewise transmit, as required by your Lordships, a return of the spirits brought to 
charge in Ireland during each of the quarters subsequent to the reduction of the duty, com- 
pared with the corresponding quarters of the former years. 

(signed) F. H. Doyle. 

Wm. Plunkett. 

Thos. Harrison. 

Excise Office, 1G January 183G. 



A Return of the Spirits brought to Charge in Ireland during each of the Quarters 
subsequent to the Reduction of the Duty, compared with the corresponding Quarters of 
the former years. 



Quarters ended 


Number of Gallons. 


Quarters ended 


Number of Gallons. 


Increase. 


10 October 1833 


2,134,285 


10 October 1034 


2,526,571 


392,286 


5 January 


1834 


2,268, ) 14 


5 January 1835 


3,061,185 


793,071 


5 April 




2,204,440 


5 April „ 


2,825,679 


621,239 


5 July 


„ - 


1,916,220 


5 July „ 


2,479,455 


563,235 


10 October 


fat3s.4<i. 
” lat2s.4cZ. 


612,582 

1,913,989 


10 October „ 


2,865,132 


338,561 



Note . — It is to be observed, that the reduction of the duty took effect from 1st September 
1834, and, consequently, the quarter ended 10th October in that year exhibits quantities 
charged at both rates of duty. 

(signed) G. A. Cottrell, 

Excise Office, London, First Gen 1 Acc 1 . 

13 January 1836. 



May it please your Lordships, 

Since the date of our representation to your Lordships on die 5th of July 1834, in which 
we recommended the establishment of 14 additional parties of revenue police for the sup- 
pression of illicit distillation and malting in certain parts of Ireland, the attention of the 
Board has been constantly directed to the subject, and particularly to the operation of the 
Act passed since the date of the Report, by which the spirit duty m Ireland was reduced in 
September 1834 from 3 s. 4 d. to 2 s. 4 d. a gallon. We feel satisfaction in being enabled to 
6tate, from the reports of our officers in the different districts in which illicit distillation had 
prevailed, that the practice on the whole has diminished, which may be fairly attributable to 
the reduction of the duty combined with the exertions of the present force. Under these 
circumstances, we do not think it would be necessary to call upon your Lordships for an 
augmentation of the force to the extent suggested in our above-mentioned representation ; 
but after a careful examination of the latest returns which we have received, we are of opinion 
that an addition of six new parties instead of 14 would be sufficient. 

We would, however, very earnestly recommend the immediate appointment of a Chief 
Inspector, and of an additional District Inspector, as submitted in the above-mentioned 
representation. In the necessity of these appointments our constant experience has con- 
firmed us, and the pressure Of business upon the two inspectors has been found so great, as 
not only to oblige us to forego many occasions of employing them when their services 
would have been most useful, and to substitute superior officers taken from the surveying 
branch at considerable inconvenience, but to throw their current business into arrear, to the 
great injury of the service. 

The small increase of pay which we have already recommended, we submit, should also 
be granted to the inspectors and lieutenants. 

(262. App.) mm 2 The 
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The total expense of the augmentation which we propose will, therefore, be as follows : 



6 Lieutenants, at 5 s. 6 d. a day each, per annum 
6 Sergeants, at 1 s. 10 £ d. a day, per annum - 
73 Privates, at 1 s. 5 d. a day, per annum - 
Clothing, lodging, &c. ------- 

Total Expense of six new parties - - - £. 

Maximum of proposed additional pay to the present lieu- 
tenants --------- 

Maximum of proposed additional pay to two inspectors, 
from 9 s. 8 J , d. to 1 0 s. 6 d. a day - 
Pay of third district inspector, at 10 s. 6 d. - 
Forage allowance for two horses _ 

Ditto for two horses for the chief inspector - 

£. 

From which deduct proposed savings, as detailed in the 
above-mentioned representation - 

£. 



£. 


s. 


d. 


602 


5 


- 


205 


6 


3 


1,861 


10 


_ 


385 




- 


3,054 


1 


3 


2,532 


3 


9 


20 


13 


_ 


101 


12 


6 


84 


8 


1$ 


84 


8 


n 


5,976 


6 


9 


3,499 


15 


10 


2,476 


10 


11 



This account is, however, exclusive of the salary which your Lordships might think proper 
to fix for the chief inspector. 1 

We are, &c. 



Excise Office, 

18 February 1836. 



(signed) F. H. Doyle. 
B. Paget. 

W. H. Percy. 



Gentlemen, Treasury Chambers, 9 March 1836. 

The Lords Commissioners of his Majesty’s Treasury having had under their consideration 
your Memorial of the 18th.ultimo, recommending six additional parties to the revenue police 
in Ireland, I am commanded to acquaint you that, upon a full consideration of the whole 
subject, my Lords must decline any present addition to the force of the revenue police. 

My Lords are desirens of placing that force, at its present numbers, in a state of acknow- 
ledged efficiency before they consent to any increase ; and, with this view, they are prepared 
to accede to your proposal, and to appoint a Chief Inspector; and my Lords are pleased to 
select Major Brereton, of the Royal Artillery, for this situation; and they consider that a 
salary of 600 Z. per annum will be a proper remuneration to that officer. 

. % Lords are likewise pleased to approve of the addition to the pay of tire district 
inspectors, and the appointment of a third district inspector, as recommended in your said 
report. I have also received their Lordships’ instructions to direct you will take the neces- 
sary steps to carry the intentions of the Board into effect ; and to inform you, with reference 
to the remaining proposals for the improvement of the revenue police, that my Lords consider 
it will be expedient to postpone any decision on those points until Major Brereton shall 
nave proceeded to Ireland. 

My Lords, however, will be prepared, as soon as the chief inspector shall have had suffi- 
cient time for investigation, and the subject shall be ready for their decision, to consider 
any proposals which shall be submitted to them for the better arrangement of the corps. 

I am, &c. 

Commissioners of Excise. (signed) F. Baring. 



Sir, 



Police, 484/36. 



MiioB Bueheton having been appointed chief inspector of the revenue police in Ireland, 
the Commissioners order that you conform to snch directions as yon shall from time to time 
receive from him relative to the duties of your station. 

I am, &c. 



Excise Office, London, 
31 March 1836. 



(signed) John Norman. 
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REVENUE POLICE, IRELAND, 

Correspondence thereon, 1836. 



Appendix E. 



May it please your Lordships, 3 August 1830. 

In our representation of the 6th July 1834, we felt it our duty to submit to your Lord- 
ships certain suggestions for increasing the numbers and improving the discipline of the 
Revenue Police in Ireland, by the appointment of a Chief Inspector, and other regulations; 
and in our subsequent representations, dated the 28th September 1835, and 18th February 
1836, we requested to be furnished with your Lordships’ sanction to such of the proposed 
arrangements as were still deemed necessary in reference to the then state of illicit distillation 
in Ireland. 

In reply to these representations, your Lordships, after requiring some further statements 
in explanation of the grounds of our several recommendations, were pleased to appoint a 
Chief Inspector ; and to approve of the small immediate addition which we then recom- 
mended to the pay of the District Inspectors ; and of the appointment of a third District 
Inspector. 

But in reference to the remaining propositions, for adding to the number of the parties, 
and for creating a classification of the lieutenants, with a variation in the rate of the pay 
assigned to the several ranks, your Lordships considered that it would be expedient to 
postpone any decision upon those points until Major Brereton (whom your Lordships had 
selected for the appointment of Chief Inspector) should have proceeded to Ireland, and 
have reported the result of his examination into the state and management of the corps in 
■question. 

Major Brereton, having completed his inspection, has addressed to this Board an able 
Report ; in which he states at length the measures which, in his judgment, are necessary 
to render this force more efficient for the performance of the peculiar and important duties 
for which it was established. 

Before we proceed to state to your Lordships the details of the suggestions which we have 
to bring under your Lordships’ consideration, it may he proper to observe, that the three 
principal objects to which the previous recommendations of this Board had been particularly 
addressed, were — 

1st. An augmentation of the numerical strength of the force. 

2d. An increase to the rates of pay in certain ranks. 

3d. A more judicious classification of the officers, by which it was conceived that the 
discipline would be improved, and the means afforded, which the present system did not 
sufficiently provide, of distinguishing and rewarding meritorious exertions and good 
conduct. 

Upon two of these points, viz., the necessity of an increase to the rates of pay, and a re-or- 
ganization of the force, the views taken by the Board are fully confirmed by the result of 
Major Brereton’s recent inspection ; and the recommendations of that officer coincide sub- 
stantially with those which were contained in our before-mentioned Report of the 5tli 
July 1834, although the mode of attaining the objects may be found to vary in some slight 
particulars. 

It, therefore, only remains for us to submit for your Lordships’ sanction the substance of 
the arrangements which Major Brereton has on this occasion suggested,. and which are fully 
acquiesced in by this Board, for placing this branch of the service on a more effective 
footing. 

The force consists, at present, of a Chief Inspector; three District Inspectors; 73 Lieute- 
nants ; 70 Sergeants; and 004 Men. It is divided into 70 parties, each under the command 
of a Lieutenant, and each party amounting to from 12 to 15 men. A statement of the 
present rates of pay is annexed, in the form of an account, for your Lordships’ 
information. 

It may be proper in this place to state, that at the time at which the establishment of this 
force consisted of 69 parties, there were four lieutenants acting as supernumeraries, who 
performed the duty of absent or suspended officers; but when it was found expedient by 
the Board to form an additional party, which was effected, not by an addition to the nume- 
rical strength of the corp3, but by a subdivision of the existing force, it became necessary 
to appoint one of the supernumerary lieutenants to the permanent charge of the new party; 
and three only are in consequence available for duty on any absence of the established 
lieutenants, or other sudden emergency. This number is not adequate ; and it has been 
found necessary, on some occasions, to entrust the command and movements of a party to 
an officer of the Civil Branch of the Excise — an arrangement which has a necessary ten- 
dency to injure the discipline of the corps, and, as such, is highly objected to by the chief 
inspector ; besides which, it is otherwise inconvenient, as taking the officer from the per- 
formance of his proper duties. The appointment of a lieutenant to complete, the number 
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of 74 is, therefore, recommended by Major Brereton ; and in the opinion of its necessity the 
Board fully concur. 

The defect which has in our former representations been pointed out to your Lordships 
in the absence of a gradation of pay which should give the means of rewarding superior- 
exertion and merit, it is now proposed to remedy by the appointment of IS sub-inspectors 
in lieu of 18 lieutenants, with a salary of 150/. per annum, to be selected from the most 
effective and eligible of the present lieutenants. To each of these officers the general 
superintendence and responsibility of four parties is to be entrusted, an arrangement which 
will confer the further advantage of an additional gradation of responsible officers and 
ensure a regular system of periodical inspection. To effect their periodical inspections it is 
proposed that the sub-inspectors should each be allowed forage for one horse, to enable 
them to perform this duty without additional expense to the public. 

It is also proposed to provide for the charge of the parties at the stations to which the 
sub-inspectors will be severally attached, and which will generally be under their more 
immediate superintendence, without the appointment of additional lieutenants, by selecting 
18 of the most deserving and intelligent of the sergeants of the corps to be placed in charge 
of these parties, with the title of “sub-officers,” and with the daily pay of 2s. Gd. instead of 
Is. 1 0 ^ r/. Tt is also proposed to cover the additional pay to these 18 sergeants, by reducing 
(respectively) the pay of one private at each of the 70 stations from is. 5 d. to Is. zd. per 
diem. ' 1 



To the 56 officers who will remain with the rank of lieutenant, it is proposed to give 
some augmentation of the amount of their present very inadequate rate of pay, which 
indeed, was fixed when the established pay formed probably the smallest portion of their 
official income. The present rate is 4s. 7 bd. per day. 

It is proposed to increase it to 6s. Gd. per day. 

The extra expense under this head may be met by arrangements for reducing the horses 
which are allowed at several of the stations for the common use of the party, discontinuin'*- 
the rations of forage issued to the lieutenants. ° 

It appears further, from the report of Major Brereton, that much inconvenience has been 
found to arise from lodging the lieutenants in the same house with the privates ; the families 
of the officers becoming by these means associated with those of the men ; and as the 
officers always occupy the larger and better portion, the accommodation of the privates is 
often complained of as insufficient. 

It is, therefore, proposed that the lieutenants should be placed in separate quarters when- 
ever that can be effected, which, it appears, has been found necessary by the constabulary 
police, and that 1 2 /. a year should accordingly be allowed to each lieutenant as lodging- 
money; and as the necessary accommodation for the privates will be obtained at a much 
lower rate than the present, it is not probable that the proposed arrangement will be attended 
with any extra expense to the public. 

Major Brereton has also suggested, that to- all those parties who have served 20 years 
and upwards, and are incapable of further active duty, a gratuity on their discharge of one 
month s pay for every year of service should be granted. 

By a similar arrangement, the constabulary las, we understand, already been relieved 
from the charge of many men who were ineffective; and the plan appears to be peculiarly 
calculated for keeping up the efficiency of a force necessarily requiring great bodily activity 
on the part of the men employed. 1 ° ° J 1 

In order that the qualifications of the officers and men to be appointed should be properly 
examined, and that their efficiency should be secured, it is proposed that a depot for disci- 
pline and probation be established at a short distance from Dublin, where, with the aid of 
proper instructions, the men should be taught the few and simple mancouvres necessary to 
the service ; and where they should acquire habits of docility, and of precaution and pru- 
dence, m the use of arms entrnsted to them. 1 

. '^expense of this arrangement, which will, we apprehend, be found extremely beneficial 
in its effects, ^compuled to amount to 5°0/. a year; the details of which we annex for 
your Lordships consideration and approval. 

‘f w , il seeras necessary, on the present occasion, to call 
It b * ips ,l, att f n i 1 ' 0 ” 18 tlle , s! * ary of *c inspectors, which are still found to bo very 
and inl fffieiint '“'{“"‘I? 8 a " d res .l , ° ni ul>l= duties with which those, olhccrs arc charged, 
and rasuffictent t° enable them to maintain the respectability of their stations. 

3 O 0 f aJ an SfnmT’ “t 8tr ™ B T ly M?mmended that their salaries should be increased to 
anS the 'ImTorp d^S^dSC m “ y P1 '° b “' % "°‘ d “ B ‘°° S '' e “ l ^ 

su^an^nap^p'ntlTi 1 . that . th ^ Present recommendations have been confined to 

forlTdC inl, are calculated to improve the character and discipline of the existing 
numericrUrien-th b SiT 9 are ,? ffered on lhe P^sent occasion for an addition to its 
Prnm Til v he l (mA th ® sraa11 au g' m entation proposed for the depot. 

W J ,ich have had ,°f thQ effects of the measure for 
Major Brereton v'” ^“d, and h' om the judicious arrangements suggested by 

° f the meailst0 be P^ aced at kis disposal, 
the increase in the nmnher e m ^ asur ®® n° w recommended will supersede the necessity of 
With tlie view of rnmr,lpf f ties wlncl1 we had suggested in our former representations, 
to Itepreoared 6 ^ tbe av [ an g em ents for th?s se rvice as soon as possible, in order 

«s - 

e annex an account, in winch we have recapitulated tlie several heads of additional 



expense 
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expense proposed to be incurred, and of the savings which mav be effected in other respects, 
if your Lordships should concur in the suggested alterations, showing also the net additional 
expense, which will be found to amount to a sum under 2,500 /. a year. 

Excise Office, 3 August 1836. 

(2V. B . — The signatures to this Report are unknown.) 



Gentlemen, 15 August 1836. 

1 have laid before the Lords Commissioners of his Majesty’s Treasury your Memorial 
of the 3d instant, in which you submit certain arrangements connected with the proposed 
augmentation and re-organization of the Revenue Police in Ireland, and which augmenta- 
tion is as follows : 

Eighteen sub-inspectors, at 150 /. per annum each. 

Forage for 18 horses, at 2s. 3|d. per day each. 

Eighteen sub-officers’ increased pay, from 1 s. 10 \d, to 2s. 0 d. per day each. 

Increased pay of 55 lieutenants, from 4s. 7 \d. to Os. 6 d. per day each. 

Additional pay to three inspectors, 100 /. per annum each. 

Estimated cost of depot, at 500 /. 

One additional lieutenant to complete the number of 74, 118 /. 12 s. 6 d . ; amounting 
in all to 6,465/. 12s. Od. 

I am commanded by their Lordships to authorize you to carry the arrangements detailed 
in your said report into effect, and to sanction the proposed augmentation of the Revenue 
Police in Ireland ; and I am at the same time to state, that my Lords are of opinion that 
the responsibility and duties of a Revenue Policeman require great care in the selection to 
fill up vacancies ; that my Lords trust that the proposed depot will, to a certain degree, 
contribute to render those selected qualified to fill the situation ; but that, in addition to 
this, their Lordships consider that no party should be appointed without satisfactory recom- 
mendation as to character, and without being able to read and write; and that in every case 
the party should be received only upon a probation of one or two years, as may seem neces- 
sary, before he is permanently placed in the establishment of the police force ; and a report 
should be made by the proper officers of his being fit to perform his duties, and qualified 
for the situation. 

I am, &c. 

Treasury Chambers. (signed) F. Baring. 



Sir, 29 August 1836. 

With reference to your report of the 23d ultimo, recommending various arrangements 
for the improvement of the discipline and efficiency of the Revenue Police Force in Ireland; 
and to your further letter of the 18th instant, in which you define more particularly the 
powers which you conceive should be delegated to you, to enable you to carry on effectively 
the. service with which you are entrusted ; I am directed to acquaint you, that the Board 
have submitted to the Lords of the Treasury their recommendation of various suggestions 
to which the previous sanction of their Lordships was considered necessary ; and that they 
have received, by a letter from Mr. Baring, dated the 15th instant, a copy of which I am 
desired to annex for your information, authority for carrying into effect the following 
arrangements : — 

The appointment of 18 sub-inspectors, to be selected from the lieutenants, at 150/. 
per annum each. 

Forage for 18 horses, at 2 s. 3d. a day each. 

Addition of 1 «. 10 \d. per diem to the pay of 55 lieutenants. 

Addition of 100 /. per annum to the pay of three inspectors. 

Establishment of a depot for the examination and. instruction of the men, at the 
estimated cost of 500 /. per annum. 

Appointment of an additional lieutenant to complete the establishment of 74, at 
118/. 12s. 6 d. per annum. 

In furtherance of these arrangements, the Board will forthwith proceed to make the several 
promotions; and they authorize you to enter at once upon the arrangements which will be 
necessary for establishing the depot in the vicinity of Dublin. With this object you will 
select a suitable house at such a distance from Dublin as you may think most advantageous 
for the service (the cost of which shall not exceed 50 /. per annum), reporting to the Board 
the several particulars. 

For the establishment of this depot you will also engage a drill-sergeant, at the rate of 
3-s. a day, and select four privates, whom you may deem best fitted for promotion to the 
rank of sergeant, to be stationed at the depot. You will also apply either the first 12 newly- 
appointed privates, or the same number taken from the existing parties, as you may deem most 
convenient, to the completion of this establishment. 

(262. App.) m m 4 With 
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Appendix E. With a view to the adoption of the principle recommended by you, that all correspondence 

relating to the discipline of the revenue police shall pass under your observation, the Board 

are of opinion that for this and the other purposes of your appointment, an office should be 
established in which, as a temporary arrangement, three persons shall be employed 
ufficiators; and until sufficient experience shall be had to enable the Board to recommend 
to the Lords of the Treasury a fixed establishment and proper rates of salary, the appoint- 
ment of the first officiating clerk, who will receive at present the usual officiatin'-- allowance 
of 80 1 per annum, will be placed at your disposal, the Board conceiving that the selection 
of a person in whom you must be able to place implicit confidence should be left to you • 
and for the other stations the Board will select proper persons from amongst those whose 
services have been temporarily discontinued in consequence of the reduction of their offices 
and who have claims to re-employment in the sendee; but, in the meantime, and until the 
stations shall be finally settled, the Board, with a view to avoid the expense and inconveni 
ence of transferring persons from the redundant list of this establishment to Dublin" 
authorize you to appoint two temporary officiators to assist in the business of the office at 
the usual allowance of 80 1. per annum. ’ 

I have also to request that you will propose to the Board such arrangement as you mav 
deem most effective for the conduct of the business of your office during any temoorarv 
absence on your part, on inspections or otherwise. 3 v * 

The Board approve of the proposal for assembling courts, as recommended bv vou for 
t he trial of breaches of discipline, or other offences committed by the officers or privates of 
the revenue police, with this proviso, that the decisions of courts on lieutenants or sunerior 
bf remaiis &re ad ° pt '° n ’ forwarded *° the Board their approval, accompanied 

It is doubtful whether the witnesses in such cases can be legally examined on oath On 
this point, however, the Board have called for the report of their solicitor, and the result 
will be communicated to you. The decisions of these courts in cases of persons below the 
rank ot lieutenant will only require your approval to render them effective. 

information 16111 ° f ^ decisions is ’ however, to be forwarded to the Board for their 

The punishment of offences being thus provided for, the Board concur in your suggestion 
that the means ot reward should, as far as relates to the privates of the corps be left in 
A • by y011 *? p ,0m0te des crvmg persons of that class to the grades to 

which they may be eligible ; such promotions being duly notified to the Board. “ 

With regard to the officers, the Board will be at all times desirous to receive’ your recom- 
prornoijon ° ^ ave entltled themselvi!S by good conduct and efficiency ! 

o» A5 „ the i?u ard “? f “ rther desiro “ s of extending your authority as Chief Inspector of the 
Revenue Police as for as may be compatible with their own necessary responsibility and with 
that special control which, on certain points, they are required by law or the gm eral m 
Stunt, on of the service to exercise, they feel justified in authoring you to remove oarfea 
from one place to another, where it may be necessary to act promptly and suddenly unon 
any information of illicit practices which you may receive ; and to transfer the officers*^ or 

is srjzr*' to er ’ whene,er yoa may de ™ such 

stadou” of toreUieuS anTottr offict f Sffu *£££& KSfa lifl 

to app,y 10 *» the acs.’S 

deem such arrangements requisite, propose them to the Board for th& previous’ 

It will be necessary that all deteciions by the revenue nolice nf offonsos „ . . 
revenue laws should be reported to the Board, as at present with asfittuS a g ajnst t J e 
to enable them to order the necessary prosecutions • but in oHe, thL “ dda ? ° 8 . P osslbIe > 
■»” of the fullest information of tE 

the Commissioners consider that it may possibly be deriSe that nlana S e “ ent > 

relating to these cases should generally 5 ^ through Z? offioe^aud? hZT “ ? 

subject.u W1 * punl,sh 1 :e Board with any Suggestions wlich you may^sh^to^ffer m? tffis 

generaf efficiency^Cdie h" lm P. ro ' in g «plin. and promoting the 

Instituted for thl «• 

the execution of certain important parts of their duty ■ a d tW * ExC | Se olhcel ' 3 ™ 

of whatever rank, belonging to other branches of Terence on the part of officers, 

or control of the parties, would be highly prejudicial to* the diacLr™ du $ c $° a > mov ements 
the proposed arrangements, many cases must nec^sm-il v * d,3c lP lm f . °. f tbe corps under 

to^dmi^of 6 au°applica$^^ ^—bt 

iu such cases the^fficer will be althoS ^ forwaiS 

the 
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the nature of the assistance deemed requisite; and if such assistance is withheld, the sub- 
inspector will be regarded as responsible, and he will be required, in all cases, forthwith 
to report the circumstances to you for the information of the Board. 



Major Brereton, R.A., 

Custom-house, Dublin. 



(signed) J. C. Freeling. 



Appendix E, 



Depot. 

Honourable Sirs, Dublin, 25 October 1836. 

I have to inform the Board, that the depot is now ready for the reception of men to be 
passed there through a course of instruction. I have appointed for its superintendence a 
sergeant of the horse artillery, at the daily pay of 3s., temporarily, until I can ascertain 
whether the Master-general of the Ordnance will permit his discharge from his own corps. 
I have selected from the revenue police 12 privates, men of the best character I could 
find; and 1 have the honour herewith to transmit a list of these men, who have been ordered 
to come to Dublin and to join the depot. 

From this list I shall be enabled to select two for promotion as sergeants, of which I will 
inform the Board. 

I have, &c. 

Honouarble the Commissioners of the Excise. (signed) Wm. Brereton. 



Return of Privates of Revenue Police, ordered to the Dep6t for Instruction. 



RANK. 


NAME S. 


Age. 


Height. 


Number 

of 

Party. 


STATIONS. 


Private - 


John Walker 


21 


ft. in. 

5 8 


2 


Larcmount. 


» - 


Samuel Turner - 


21 


5 Oh 


7 


Buncranna. 


» - 


George Cole 


20 


5 10 


9 


Churchill. 




Alexander Cassidy 


21 


5 10 


„ 


- ditto. 


» - 


John Gilhooly 


24 


5 8 




- ditto. 


» - 


Thomas Prosser - 


22 


5 


8 


17 


Ballyshannon. 


» - 


James Irvine 


29 


5 6£ 


» 


- ditto. 




Francis Elwood - 


22 


5 


»i 


» 


- ditto. 


„ - 


Robert Cox 


29 


5 8 


21 


Killeter. 




William M'Nutt - 


23 


5 8 


22 


Stranorlar. 




John Haslam 


22 


5 8 




- ditto. 




Joseph Young 


21 


5 llj 


- 


- ditto. 



Dublin, 25 October 1836. 



(262. Arp.) 
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.Appendix F.— (No. 1.) 



Appendix F. Chief Inspector’s Report as to the State of the Revenue Police, and various 

Suggestions offered by him. 



Honourable Sirs, London, 23 July 1836. 

The Revenue Police in Ireland consists of one Chief Inspector, three Inspectors of Dis- 
tricts, 74 Lieuteuants, and 974 men, of whom 70 are seijeanls. The force is divided into 
70 parties, each under the command of a lieutenant, and each party amounts to from 12 to 
15 men each. 

In the inspectional tour I have just completed, I visited every station ; have seen every 
individual belonging; to the corps, inspected its arms and equipment in the minutest detail 
and can now describe its present state, and offer suggestions as to the measures which, in 
my opinion, are necessary to render it vvliat at present it is very far from being, a well- 
organized and well-disciplined force. 

But as the subject of illicit distillation in Ireland is one which is in intimate connexion 
with the preceding subject, and as I found it altogether different from the expectation 1 had 
been led to form before making my circuit, I must first state a few observations upon that 
point. 

From all the information I could obtain, whether from the journals of lieutenants in 
charge of still-hunting parties, or from persons whose occupations render them most 
observant as to this practice, I was led to the conviction that illicit distillation has sustained 
a great check in Ireland, and that it is now little prevalent, except in the county Mayo, 
and in one small district in Innishowen. 

I am aware that the period of the year during which I made my inspection is that when 
there must ever be a relaxation in this practice; but I did not confine my inquiries to the 
operations of the last three or four months ; they were extended to those of the last winter ; 
and still I am of opinion that during the past 12 months, the loss to the revenue from the 
sale of illicit spirits has, by comparison with that of several preceding years, been very 
inconsiderable. 



The exertions of the revenue police have done much towards its suppression, and very 
much has been effected by the reduction of the duties upon Irish spirits; and it is now 
become the interest of the retailer to purchase only the legal spirit. Nothing, I believe, 
now induces the use of poteen, but a lingering prejudice on the part of the lower classes 
that it is “more wholesome” than legally distilled whiskey. At Ballina, county Mayo, 
poteen is sold at 4s. the gallon; legal whiskey is vended at Gs. 2d. ; but the smuggler 
measures by the old Irish gallon, and his spirit is always 12 per cent, below proof. '"'The 
legal distiller uses the imperial gallon, and the spirit is 25 per cent, above proof; so that 
the difference of strength alone gives the purchaser of the lawful article an advantage which 
fully counterbalances the difference of price, without taking into consideration the difference 
in quantity, which is, however, considerable ; and, moreover, all risk is avoided. 

The opinion I have expressed as to the dormant state of illicit distillation is, I know, not 
m accordance with the reports so constantly arriving at the Treasury and the Board of 
Excise, o! the continued prevalence of the practice. My own attention was repeatedly 
called to its alleged existence in places where no revenue police is stationed. Upon my 
arrival in those places I made the necessary inquiries ; but I never found confirmation of 
the statements. The presence of a party of police is always desired in u small town ; but 
less, 1 believe, for the benefit of its services in suppressing illicit distillation, than for the 
advantage conferred by the outlay of the money it costs Government. 

If, however, illicit distillation be at present quiescent, another description of fraud upon 
the revenue is becoming more and more prevalent, and is spreading rapidly — I meun the 
illegal manufacture of malt; and it is the opinion of the legal maltsters and distillers, that 
some legislative check is necessary to protect the fair and legal trader. They consider 
nat it would be desirable to re-enact the law by which it was imperative that malt in transit 
should be accompanied by a permit, or, at least, a certificate from the manufacturer. A 
general opinion prevails that this contraband is encouraged and purchased by licensed dis- 
tillers; not, of course, of the respectable class. 

Although I believe that illicit distillation is checked at present, I do not consider that 
tne least relaxation, as to the prevenlive measures, could as yet be resorted to with safety; 
t e evil dormant now, would speedily recover energy under such relaxation ; but I entertain 
LVT 1 . 4 j e ' an £ m *y be P'aced, at no distant period, in a similar position to that now 
appi y enjoyed by Scotland, as regards this most demoralising practice; and, therefore, 
link measures should be adopted immediately for such an organization of the revenue 
SK Government at that period a corps well disciplined and efficient, 

y lansferred to some other establishment, as, for instance, to the constabulary. 
co,,trolled under the strong incentive of great gain or booty; they even 
Jommrtn 7h fa if H V 0 in S ° rt ° f ‘g anizatlon J. but become turbulent and lawless when that 
, i -1, f la mve ceas ® d * When seizures were frequent and valuable, this incentive 
; , reVenue P° ,lce as a substitute for discipline; now that bounties are in- 

lrequeiit, it has become necessary to institute a surer and better system. 
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The law has given to this corps powers stronger and more summary than to any other 
armed force in the empire ; the utmost precaution, therefore, in the selection of men and 
officers, and their being subjected to rigid discipline before entering upon their duties, is the 
move absolutely necessary. Yet hitherto, unprepared by habits of moral control, and taking 
to the service all the excitability of their class, they have in too many instances converted 
their arms into instruments of vengeance in private quarrels, or used them without orders 
from their officers, upon a slight appearance of obstruction in their duties. 

I propose that, for the future, all officers and recruits be made to pass through a depot 
for discipline and probation; that this depot be established at a short distance from Dublin, 
where, with the aid of proper instructions, I shall have them taught the few and simple 
manoeuvres necessary to their service, of which at present this corps is entirely ignorant, and 
cause them to acquire habits of docility, and learn the necessity of precaution and prudence 
in the use of the arms entrusted to them. 

'I’lie privates of this force are so well paid, and appointments to it so much desired, that 
none but the very best description of men need be engaged ; and I propose that in future 
the recruitsbe passed by the inspectors of districts*, who must necessarily be more interested 
in performing this duty correctly than supervisors, to whom it has been hitherto entrusted, 
and that immediately upon engagement they be sent for the purpose before-mentioned to 
the depot. 

I propose that all the men now in the corps who are of bad character be discharged, and 
that those who have served faithfully during 20 years be also discontinued, but receiving a 
gratuity of one month’s pay for every year of service ; such has been the arrangement by 
which the constabulary has relieved its service from the necessity of maintaining men no 
longer useful to the establishment. 

The minute returns I have made out of every station, which give descriptions and cha- 
racters of every individual in the revenue police, will enable the Board to form the necessary 
conclusions in case they cousider it desirable to adopt the proposal. 

Hitherto the great defect in the revenue police has been the absence of a regular 
gradation of responsible officers, hence there has never been a regular system of periodical 
inspection. The lieutenants in charge of stations have been left almost without control, or 
at least a control which ensured the efficiency of the service. The Board of Excise, aware 
of this defect, has been under the necessity of charging their civil officers with the duty of 
visiting, of inspecting, and, in some cases; even of directing the movements of their armed 
force ; this has operated injuriously to the discipline of the corps, and the check intended to 
be established has been of too desultory and too irresponsible a nature to be effectual. 
Supervisors have been depended upon for the prosecution of prisoners made by the police ; 
hut from the constant and great employment or those officers in their own duties, these pro- 
secutions have been often long delayed, or suffered to lapse; nor can they be supposed to 
be fit judges of the qualities necessary for an armed force, or of the state ot discipline of the 
men after they have joined it. 

With a view, therefore, to a regular system of periodical inspections, I propose that 18 
sub-inspectors be appointed, and that they be selected from the most gentlemanly and most 
effective of the lieutenants ; that their salaries be 150 /. per annum ; that they be entrusted 
with the charge of four parties ; that they be held responsible for the discipline of these 
parties, and for keeping illicit distillation in check within their sub-inspectoral districts; and 
that being stationed with one of the parties, they be required to visit each of the other three 
once during every fortnight, transmitting returns monthly, containing every particular 
relating to the station, and that prosecutions be conducted by them. 

I propose that these officers be allowed forage for one horse, to enable them to perforin 
their inspections without additional exprnse to Government. 

Eighteen lieutenancies will thus become vacant: I do not consider it necessary lo fill 
these up, for as each sub-inspector will be placed with a station, the party there may be in 
charge of an officer inferior to a lieutenant, to be selected from, the most deserving and most 
intelligent of the serjeants of the corps, with the daily pay of 2s. (i d., and with an altered 
title as “ Sub-offiecr,” furnished with an authority required by. law to effect seizures. The 
additional pay to these 18 serjeants may he covered by suffering one private to serve at 
each of the 70 stations at a reduced rate of daily pay, viz., 1 s. 3 d. instead of 1 s. 5 d. ; this 
arrangement to be prospective in new appointments. 

1'ilty-six lieutenants will now remain, and I propose that the present very wretched condi- 
tion of these officers be improved. Their salaries were fixed at a period when their pay 
formed the least part of their incomes ; that derived from seizures, &c., made the larger 
portion ; now that so few occur in most of the stations, and in many none whatever, it would 
be desirable to raise their pay from 4 s. 7 £ d. to 0 s. C d. per diem. The expense of this pro- 
posed increuse will be cancelled by a subsequent arrangement, namely — 

There are at present 30 stations, at each of which a public horse was purchased, and 
maintained by the Board of Excise, and the lieutenants at those stations were allowed 
forage for a horse also : the public horses have been diminished to 21, but the 30 lieutenants 
still receive their forage ; thus the Board pays for 51 rations of forage daily. 1 do not con- 
sider that this expense is at all necessary to the efficiency of the service, and I recommend 
its total discontinuance ; then, takinginto consideration the cost of the public horses, of the 
forage, the hire of stables, expense of stable articles, and of saddlery, I calculate that this 
saving will cover the additional pay to the lieutenants. 

The lieutenants are at present lodged in the same house with the privates, where one is 
hired. I found this arrangement. to be productive of much inconvenience; The families of 
the officers become associated with those of the men ; and as the officer always. takes the 
• (<262. App.) N N 2 larger 
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Appendix F. larger and better portion, the privates are often ill accommodated ; a rent, too, in order to 
— — obtain a house capable of lodging the officei', much higher than would otherwise be neces- 

sary, is paid. It would be preferable in all respects that an allowance of 12 l. per annum 
should be made to the lieutenant to provide himself with a lodging- ; and this arrangement 
would cause no greater expense than at present. 

Under the foregoing proposal to appoint sub-inspectors, it will not be necessary to increase 
the number of inspectors of districts; and their districts may be made co-equal in extent; 
their duty will be to receive returns from the sub-inspectors, and to send returns quarterly to 
the chief inspector in Dublin, communicating to him, for transmission to the Board, notice 
of all extraordinary occurrences within their districts. The inspectors should visit the sta- 
tions once in each half-year, in ovder to inspect the clothing, the arms, and state of disci- 
pline, &c. There were, until lately, only two inspectors; and no intermediate grade between 
them and the lieutenants. The labour the inspectors bad to perform may be estimated from 
the fact, that each had to reply to two thousand letters ; and to travel five thousand miles 
annually, not upon regular inspection, but to inquire into casual occurrences taking place at 
stations. A third inspector has been recently added, but as, in assigning to him a district, I 
purposely made it of such an extent as that the control of it was possible, his appointment 
will not sensibly add to the efficiency of the service, unless the proposal of appointing sub- 
inspectors be adopted. 

I do not consider that the present salary of 200 1. per annum to the inspectors is adequate 
to enable them to maintain the respectability of their stations ; and I propose an addition to 
their incomes of 100 1. per annum. 

I found, upon inspection, that the clothing of the corps is of a very inferior description; 
although issued last January, it is already much worn ; none had been served out previously 
during 21 months ;thus the old suits could not be made available to save the new issue. It 
will be necessary that the men be supplied with a fatigue-jacket each as soon as possible; but 
as the great-coats lately furnished are not subject to hard use, I propose that they be made 
to last three instead of two years, to cover the cost of the jackets. 

I propose that the clothing be in future contracted for immediately after the last issue 
for the year; thus leaving to the contractor no excuse of having been hurried in providing 
it; and I recommend that a Board of inspection, composed of persons unconnected with the 
Excise police, as for instance the Quartermaster General’s department in Dublin, be charged 
witli passing or rejecting it, by a comparison with sealed patterns, to be kept in the chief 
inspector’s office. 

The equipments, as shakos, cross-belts, See., are in a wretched condition from long use ; 
they are of every variety of pattern; and were, originally, ill adapted to the service of this 
police. I request to be allowed to suggest others of more convenient forms, which, con- 
tracted for and examined like the clothing, may be issued to the corps witli as little delay 
as possible. 

It has been the wish of the Board of Excise to obtain the co-operation of the coast-guard 
and constabulary with the revenue police; and although I think that Government has 
wisely acted in keeping separate establishments, intended in aid of the municipal institutions 
from those acting under the fiscal regulations of the country, yet I believe that assistance 
may be derived from them highly valuable, and at the same time not diminishing their 
efficiency as regards their own special duties. 

The coast-guard may be charged with the prevention of illicit distillation in the smaller 
islands off the coast which are within view from their own stations ; and when parties of 
that service, and of revenue police, are stationed in the same places, the coast-guard may 
be required to take care of and to repair the boats belonging to the Excise. "At present 
the wear of these boats is unnecessarily great, from the want of skill of the revenue police 
in the care of them. 

From the constabulary, assistance may be derived which would greariy add to the 
efficiency of the revenue police ; this would be by charging the former with the duty of 
escorting prisoners made by the latter. The parlies of revenue police do not, u,>on an 
average, exceed 13 men each. To supply escorts for lodging prisoners in a gaol, which must 
be that of the county in which the offence was committed, often occasions a suspension of 
still-hunting duties during several clays. When l visited Ballycastle, I found the party 
there preparing to escort prisoners to the gaol of Castlebar, a distance to and from of 00 
Irish miles. If the constabulary had been charged with that duty, their march would not 
have exceeded, at the utmost, 12 miles, by passing their prisoners from one police-station 

to another. 

Hitherto, the Board of Excise has delegated no executive powers, as regards its armed 
force, in Ireland. The disposition and removal of parties; the placing of° officers and of 
each individual private ; the punishment of offenders : these, and a variety of minor details, 
have been made subjects of correspondence between the Board and each class of its 
officers; the only power delegated was, that of suspending a private for conduct, however 
mutinous or otherwise culpable. The lieutenant in charge of the party then reported the 
occurrence to the Board of Excise in London, who referred the matter to the inspector of 
the district, who was ordered to proceed to the spot to investigate the matter, and to report 
his opinion to the Board; who, upon that opinion, either dismissed the offender, or, as a 
minor punishment, directed his removal to another station, where he was received without 
any notification as to his character: thus the benefit of prompt example absolutely neces- 
sary to a corps circumstanced as is the revenue police was lost, and the man remained 
suspended perhaps for months, endeavouring to corrupt the rest of the party, and making 
recriminations against, his officer. • 

I propose 
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I propose the adoption of courts for the trial of offences in future. 

That immediately upon report made to the inspector of a district that a private has 
been suspended by the lieutenant or sub-inspector in charge, he shall have power to order 
the assembly of a court, composed of a sub-inspector and two lieutenants, for investigation 
of the charges ; that the evidence be received upon oath. That the court have the power to 
pass sentence to the extent of dismissal ; and the proceedings and sentence, in writing, be 
forwarded to the chief inspector, who will have the power of approval and revision, and. 
ordering the sentence into execution. 

In future cases of delinquency of officers of the rank of lieutenant, I propose that upon 
report of the case to me, I have the power of ordering the assembly of a court, composed 
of an inspector of a district and two sub-inspectors, for investigation of the charges; and 
that this court have power to sentence to the extent of dismissal ; and that I have the 
power to confirm, to revise, or order the execution of the sentence. In cases of serjeants 
and privates, appeals may be made to the chief inspector; in those of officers to the 
Board. 

To enable me to be useful at all, I feel called upon to solicit the Board to entrust we with 
executive powers equal in extent to those which, for the maintenance of discipline in an 
armed force in Ireland, it has been found necessary to give to the officer in the chief com- 
mand of the constabulary force. 

I will never act but in the name of the Board of Excise; will constantly keep it informed 
of every measure I shall have been called upon to take in its service ; but without such 
delegated powers, I feel that my office would be a useless one, and my position far from 
enviable ; for I shall incur responsibility for the future conduct of this corps, without the 
means of maintaining its discipline as an armed force. 

I am soliciting for this establishment the principle of centralization, a principle found 
necessary in the construction of every organized body — that a regular gradation of respon- 
sibility be formed from the most inferior to the highest of its officers, who will himself be 
responsible to the Board for the whole. 

Under this system, all correspondence would be made to pass through the chief inspector 
to the Board ; and he would be made the channel of communication from it to the revenue 
police. 

Thus all the casual travelling on the part of the inspectors would be avoided; and the 
greater part of the hitherto vast correspondence reduced to a simple system of regular 
returns. 

I have, See. 

(signed) Wm. Brerp.ton, Major Royal Artillery, 
Chief Inspector. 



Increased pay to 3 inspectors 

Ditto - - to 18 lieutenants appointed sub-inspectors 

Forage to ditto, Is. 6d. per diem - - 

Supposed cost of depot - - - - 

Total increased Expense - - - 

Depot. 

Rent of house -------- 

1 Drill-serjeant, at 3s. ------ 

4 Serjeants from privates, 5 d. - 

12 Privates, Is. 3d. ------- 

Clothing to ditto, at 5/. 

Ditto to 1 drill-serjeant, at 77. - 

Fuel, &c. - - - - - - - 



Fuel, &c. &c. 



£. s. d. 
300 - - 
1,180 15 9 

492 15 - 
500 - - 



£. I 2,473 10 



£. s. d. 
50 - - 
54 15 - 
30 8 4 
273 15 3 
60 - — 
7 - - 



475 18 7 
24 1 5 



£. I 500 - — 



I propose to engage an excellent non-commissioned officer from the army as a drill- 
serjeant, and to lake charge of the dep6t. 

I propose to bring from four parties, one man from each, the best private I can find ; to 
promote these four privates to serjeantcies. 

To engage 12 men, in addition to the present strength of the revenue police, at Is. 3d. 
per diem. 

The four serjeants and 13 men to be drilled and disciplined ; and when sufficiently so, — 

To send one serjeant and four men to replace the like number from three parties at the 
same time, who will be brought up for instruction. 

The above arrangements to be in addition to that of drilling recruits upon first appoint- 
ment. 

(signed) Wm. Brereton. 



<262. A pp.) 
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Appendix P- 



Appendix F. — (No. 2.) 



ORDERS for the Guidance of Officers and others in each Rank of the 
Revenue Police, 



INSPECTOR. 

The Inspector is to visit each station of his district at the periods ordered by the Chief In- 
spector. At these inspections he is to ascertain whether or no the several regulations and orders 
of the Commissioners, and the Chief Inspector, have been carried into effect, if the officers 
and men are efficient and well instructed, whether any individual has any eouiplaintto prefer, 
what is the state of the barracks, furniture and all public property at the stations : he is to 
make himself acquainted with the character of each officer, both as regards his public duties 
and his general conduct as a gentleman ; and upon the completion of his inspection, the In- 
spector is to report to the Chief Inspector upon each of the foregoing subjects. Applications 
for leave of absence, to rest from duty in consequence of illness, reports of frauds upon the 
revenue, results of prosecutions and of judicial courts, are to be sent direct to the Chief In- 
spector by Sub inspectors. With the foregoing exceptions, all reports and communications 
are to be received and transmitted by Inspectors of districts, with their opinions thereon, to 
the Chief Inspector. 

Wm. Breueton, Lieut.-Coloncl. 



SUB-INSPECTOR. 

A Sub-Inspector commands a division composed of four parties : he is responsible for 
the discipline and correct conduct of the whole, and for the suppression and prevention of 
illicit distillation, and all other frauds against the revenue within his divisional district ; the 
divisional district extends to 13 Irish miles from each of the four parties; but the Sub-in- 
spector has authority, when he shall have good reason to believe that illicit distillation or 
manufacture of malt is being carried oil without his district, to direct the operation of his 
parties to its detection, and to sanction their absence from their stations to the extent of 
three days and two nig his ; but he is not to direct a party to perform such extra duty within 
the sectional district of another party; for it is the ordinary duty of the officer in charge of 
a station to keep his own district at all times free from illicit distillation and malting. To 
enable the Sub-inspector to ascertain that such is done by his officers, he is to make himself 
perfectly acquainted with the geography of his divisional district. The Sub-inspector is to visit 
each station of bis division once in every fortnight ; that is, at the expiration of 14 days’ time 
from his preceding visit, notifying to the officer in charge on which day he will visit the 
station ; and he is to insert upon the journal of a party, at the correct date, that lie has so 
visited the station, that lie has inspected the party, and all public property; that he has 
ascertained that there are no complaints (or otherwise), and that he has read, in the hearing 
of the party, the journal of its proceedings since his last visit, to which no objection was 
made by the men (or otherwise) ; and should the Sub-inspector find, upon his visit, that any 
complai.it is made by the men of injustice towards them, or any objection to the contents of 
the journal, or that any disobedience of outers on the part of the officers or men shall have 
been committed, lie is specially and immediately to report thereon. A Sub-inspector is to 
reside where one of his parties is stationed : lie is personally to pay the parly at that station, 
and is himself to attend to its discipline and order. It is the duty of the Sub-inspector to 
enforce obedience to all orders which have been or shall be issued for the guidance of the 
Revenue Police by the Commissioners of Excise and the Chief Inspector, and to report any 
deviation therefrom in the usual manner. It is his duty also to report any failure on the 
part of his officers in the execution of their duties, and in their conduct as gentlemen. In 
orc.er that the Sub-inspector may be enabled to ascertain that all persons under his command 
are instructed in the manoeuvres and use of arms, as explained in the regulations thereon, 
he must himself become well acquainted therewith; and if it be found that he is not so, he 
will be considered unfit for his office. The Sub-inspector is charged with the duty of con- 
ducting m person prosecutions upon orders from the Commissioners; and to do this cor- 
rectly, he is to make himself thoroughly acquainted with the several Acts of Parliament 
applicable to such cases. All reports, with the exceptions contained in the instructions to 
Inspectors, are to be made by Sub-inspectors through their Inspectors. A Sub-inspector 
draws pay upon abstracts, in advance, for a round for himself and for all persons, under his 
command ; he is to issue pay to officers at his out-stations for themselves and their parties in 
the manner prescribed by the regulations. It is the duty of a Sub-inspector carefully to 
examine the still-bills and journals of his parties at the end of each round, and to report upon 
their correctness, and whether the duties have been fully and properly performed. 

Wm. Bp.ereton, Lieut.-Colonel. 



LIEUTENANT. 
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LIEUTENANT. 
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A Lieutenant commands a party, subject to the orders of the Divisional Sub-inspector; 
all reports and all applications are to be transmitted by him through his Sub-inspector. A 
Lieutenant is held responsible for the discipline of his party, and for its perfect instruction 
in the drill, as established by regulation. All offences committed by persons under his 
command are to be inserted upon his journal, and to be specially reported in writing : he is 
to suspend men of his party guilty of the following offences : intoxication, whether upon 
duty or otherwise, disrespectful or insubordinate conduct towards the Lieutenant or Serjeant 
of the party, violent and disorderly conduct, abusive language to, striking or ill-using a 
comrade, civilian, or a person belonging to the army or constabulary, violent conduct in 
exercising the* duty of search, drawing bayonets or discharging arms without especial orders 
from officers, suffering the escape of a prisoner, collusion with offenders against the laws, 
failing to give full and true evidence before magistrates and judicial courts when called upon 
as witnesses, absence without leave from the party while out upon duty, absence without 
leave from roll-calling or after the roll has been called, being in a public-house where liquor 
is sold, unless in the presence of an officer of the Revenue Police, neglect of the duty of 
guard and cook, abuse of arms, clothing or barrack furniture. 

The Lieutenant is held responsible for the prevention and suppression of illicit distillation 
and malting within the whole of his sectional district : a sectional district extends to every 
point at a distance from the station of 13 Irish miles. lie is never to suffer his party to 
quit the station upon duty unless actually accompanied by himself. He is not to suffer 
seizures or arrests to be made except in his actual presence. Lie is to march the party 
from the station when proceeding upon duty ; he is to remain with it during the whole 
time it is out upon duty, and he is to march with it home to its station after the day’s duty 
has been performed. A Lieutenant is not to perform duty with his party on horseback, but 
is to march on foot: to ride while his men are walking is productive of much inconvenience 
to the public service and to the men, for the strength of the parly is diminished by one man 
or more being employed to take charge of the officer’s horse when he has to dismount, and 
the men are forced to an accelerated pace to enable them to keep up with the officer. A 
Lieutenant is required to keep a regular journal, according to the established form, in which 
every occurrence of the day is to be fully detailed, setting forth all the operations of the 
day's duty, the number of miles travelled, the towns or villages visited, the parishes and 
counties in which those places are situate; the journal to be signed by the Lieutenant and 
the Serjeant at the end of each day’s entry. Lieutenants and Serjeants of parties are to 
declare before u magistrate, at the close of each round, that the whole contents of the 
journal, and of the still-bill (which is to accompany the journal), are true. One copy of the 
journal is to be transmitted to the Board of Excise, anil the other copy to be always at 
the station for examination, and to be handed over as public property by a Lieutenant to his 
successor when removing from a station. Upon the still-bill is to be given a correct roll of 
the men doing duty at the station for the foregoing round ; and opposite to the name of each 
man, the number of days he was absent from duty during the round, in consequence of 
illness or other cause, ; and also if he belong to another party, and is temporarily attached to 
the station, the number of his proper party is to be placed opposite to his name. When 
men are detached in charge of prisoners, or upon other duty, the Lieutenant is to give to 
the person in charge of the detachment an order in writing, specifying the hour at which it 
is to leave the station, and that upon which it is to arrive there on its return. The Lieu- 
tenant is to inspect the arms, ammunition, clothing, &c. of the detachment on quitting, and 
on its return to the station. A Lieutenant is to pay the party under his charge upon the 
Saturday in each week lor the week expired, inserting on the journal that he has done so, or 
the cause of not having so paid the men their week’s pay : he is to keep a cash-book in the 
prescribed form, in which he is to enter each sum received by him on account of pay for 
himself and party, or for rewards, or upon any other occasion, accounting exactly in the 
cash-book for the disposal of each sum; and this book to be produced when required by 
any superior officer ; and it is to be left with his successor, as a public document, when he 
shall leave the station. The Lieutenant is daily to inspect his men, their clothing, accou- 
trements, arms, ammunition, the barracks and furniture, the store and its contents. He is 
to inspect dailv the mess accounts, and twice in each week he is to visit the party whilst at 
dinner, and is “then to inquire from them if they feel satisfied with the quantity and quality 
of the provisions purchased, and with the correctness of the mess accounts. One private 
being always left in the barrack as a guard, he is also to be the cook for the mess; and if 
he perform that duty correctly, is entitled to a share of whatever rewards may accrue to the 
party on detections made during the day. The duty of guard and cook is to be taken by 
every private in succession, and no man to be so employed until every other of the party has 
been so in turn. Lieutenants are to obey all orders they may receive from officers of the 
Revenue Police superior to themselves in rank; but they are more immediately under the 
command of their own Sub-inspectors. It is an essential part of the duty of a Lieutenant 
to be well acquainted with the Excise Acts of Parliament, especially that of 1 & 2 Will. 4, 
c. 55. A Lieutenant must be thoroughly acquainted with the geography of his sectional 
district, and he is held responsible that the duties of search, arrest of prisoners, and other 
duties are performed with gentleness, but with firmness and decision, that all altercation and 
all unnecessary violence be avoided, and that the proceedings be conducted strictly ac- 
cording to law. All reports made by Lieutenants are to be transmitted through their Sul> 
inspectors. 

(262. App.) N n 4 Discipline 
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Discipline is the moral control acquired by the few over the many: severity will no j 
create or maintain discipline ; the most effectual means for doing so are justice, equability of 
temper towards those commanded, and, above ali, strictly honourable and correct conduct 
both public and private, on the part of persons who command : a failure in any one of these 
qualities renders discipline impossible in a civil force ; for in such obedience is almost wholly 
voluntary, because the men composing it cannot be retained without their own consent and 
obedience is never willingly rendered to a person whose own conduct does not prove him to 
be superior, in all respects, to those over whom he is placed. 

Wm. B it e ret on, Lieut.-Colonel. 



SUB-OFFICER. 

A Sui-oi ; Ficiiit has charge of the party stationed where the Sub-inspector resides. He is 
to observe all the regulations prescribed for Lieutenants, except that lie has no power to 
suspend men, and that he does not pay the party. All offences committed by the privates 
under Ins charge are to be reported by him to the Sub-inspector immediately and in writing 
and there being no Serjeant attached to his parly, the Sub-officer is also to be guided by the 
orders winch are laid down for the observance of Serjeants as to the care of barracks fur- 
niture, clothing, arms, &c. for warning the privates for duty, for keeping a correct roster 
for parading and inspecting the party before proceeding upon duty, for calling the roll at 
mgbt, for keeping the mess accounts, and for the proper management of the mess but he is 
not to mess with the party. The Sub-officer is responsible ‘that bis party be’ perfectly 
instructed in the established manoeuvres, and if he be himself unable to drill liis men he will 
be replaced in the rank of Seijeant. The Sub-officer is not authorized to arrest persons 
except those detected in offences declared such by the 19tli, 25th and 30th sections of the 
acquainted^'' 1 ' C * 55 ’ W * th wbicb *^ ct ,be Sub-officer is to make himself thoroughly 

Wm. Brerkton, Lieut.-Colonel. 



SERJEANT. 

A Serjeant is responsible for the proper care and constant cleanliness of the barracks and 
tor the instruction of the privates in the care of the arms, ammunition, clothing, accoutre- 
ments and barrack furniture. The Serjeant is to report immediately, and in writing, to the 
Lieutenant any failure on the part of the privates ns to the foregoing points, and all other 
offences they may be guilty of, with which the Lieutenant is not already acquainted The 
Serjeant is to warn privates of the duties they are to perform of guard and cook • and as 
no private is to be a second time employed upon this duly, until every other man has, in his 
turn, performed it, the Serjeant is to keep a correct roster of duty. When a parade shall 
have been oidered, the Serjeant is, before the arrival of the Lieutenant, to inspect each man 
of the party, and lie is to report to the Lieutenant as to the cleanliness of' the men, and whether 
oi no the arms, ammunition, clothing. &c. have been found by him to be in a proper condi- 

fSL f ,ftl,e ,r e " T a " I™*"*- Tlie Ser j eant is ,0 ills P act «>• compoX TcorL 

S S 1,6 T y ’ and . also ”P°" the,r return from that duly be is to call life roll at 
n gi t, at the proper hour, and to report to the Lieutenant whether the men were all present 

cahed dutine die\ikfhr S n0 nlan quit the barracks after the roll Z been 

calJed dunng the night. Serjeants are to treat the privates with gentleness, but firmness - 

SvL them f !T’ , he ?- m the P erf ° rmance of the duties required from them ; they are to 
ieants IfeTesnLrihle^n .V’ terests » but are not to be c terras of familiarity with them. Ser- 
S f the proper management of the messes, for keeping the accounts of 

viffi the men^md the pY ° mpt ^ ment of a11 bills ’ Serjeants arc to mess 

dutv of a T b X 111 P ro P ortlon to the expenses of the messes. It is the 

, % ■ , ei J eant > u P on the arrival of the party from still-hunting, to cause tlie men to eo 

Zil'l 7 tl,at : 1,ey T 0ff lhe dotl,cs "** M lemll- 

is to order 5? oll,ers > a,,d tl,e Serjeant, while they are doing this, 

t b ° dfwu to Zt ™ 1° ,e S ° ‘f at n ° delay may take P ,ace “ «"= Potty’s 

l0Kl a8 ‘ datlrei ‘' «ill-liu..ti„g clothing, and 

Wm. Brereton, Lieut.-Colonel. 



PRIVATES. 

from twt e sunmioK a heV ° f bey , ™P lic ! l, y al ! °' d ers they may receive from time to time 
aible earn of t^e ir f'rm. el fr “ clea " V. the “' appearance and dress, to take every pos- 
intrasted to their eh™ accoutrements, and of all public property 

.iS r! 11 b ^ UIKler ll,e inflne " ce ° f liquor, never to enter plbli^ 
oAe^pCTsmfineommand nf f w len accompanied by the Lieutenant or Sub-oJer, or 

unless specially ordered to do eo by thfhfflke ILT' 8 di?char S e lh f P ieces - 

except in nre'enoo r.f nnrl K,r * , c t llceis > ne \ ei to make seizures or arrest persons 

police, and when doinn- so to ah^n"?- 0 a 1 f ei .‘ s " n a commission in the revenue 

to enter into dispute or nlferraiirt .•., bom a v ’°* ent or abusive language ; they are never 
P ion with persons from whom seizures are made, and all pri- 

soners 
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S o n ers are to be treated with gentleness and forbearance, as far as is consistent with their 
secure custody. Privates may depend upon the Chief Inspector causing strict justice to be 
done to them, that they shall receive their pay regularly, and their shares of rewards when 
issued ■ but, on the other hand, he expects from privates that they conduct themselves 
respectably and orderly, that they endeavour to uphold the character and credit of the 
corps they belong to, which can be done only by being neat and clean in their persons and 
dress, by abstaining from spirituous liquors, by respectability of demeanour, by observance 
of their religious ana civil duties, and by a strict obedience to all orders and regulations of 
their corps. . 

When a private shall feel himself to be aggrieved he is to write his complaint, addressed 
to the Chief Inspector, and present it respectfully to his Lieutenant or Sub-officer, to be 
forwarded through his Sub-inspector and Inspector; but privates are not to make com- 
plaints of a frivolous or groundless nature; if their complaints are just they will be redressed 
by the Chief Inspector, but if they are found to be malicious and untrue, the privates pre- 
ferring them will be discharged. 

Wm. Brereton, Lieut.-Colonel. 



REGULATIONS for Management of the Mess of a Party. 

Subjected, as is a party of Revenue Police, to duties requiring their constant absence 
from their barracks, duties which are laborious, it is necessary that the men should be pro- 
vided with good and sufficient food, that it should be prepared for them, and justice and 
consideration to the interests of the men require that this should be done on the most eco- 
nomical terms. The Chief Inspector holds Lieutenants and Sub-officers responsible for the 
due observance and enforcement of the following regulations for the management of the 
mess of parties. .... 

Every man to be provided with, a knife, fork, spoon, plate and pint basin, at his own 
expense : articles requisite for cooking to he provided at the joint expense of the party. 

Three meals daily are to be provided for the men, the first meal or breakfast to consist of 
bread, coffee or tea, or cocoa, sugar and milk ; the second meal or dinner to consist of one 
pound of meat,* with a plentiful quantity of potatoes; the third meal to be similar to the first 
meal or breakfast; the Sub-officer or Serjeant of the party, accompanied by one of the pri- 
vates, every private taking this duty in rotation, is to purchase the several articles of pro- 
vision required for the mess; he is to take receipts for each article purchased ; he (the Ser- 
jeant) is to insert each item in a book belonging to the mess, and he is to attach to the 
book the several receipts ; the book is to be laid each Saturday upon the table of the mess, 
for the purpose of enabling every private to examine it, and to satisfy himself that the mess 
accounts are honestly and economically kept. The Lieutenants of parties, and the Sub- 
inspectors at their own stations, are at least twice in each week to visit the mess while the 
parties are at dinner, and are to inspect the mess accounts daily, and they are to inquire 
whether the men feel satisfied with the provisions and with the accounts. Each man, upon 
receiving his weekly pay, is to contribute his proportion to the expenses of the mess in 
advance ; he is in no case to be called upon for a sum exceeding 10 d. per day ; but theie 
are few stations at which the sum should be, with proper management, greater than 8 d. 

^ Ca ^ Wm. Brereton, Lieut.-Colonel, 



CERTIFICATES. 



Certificate of a Sub-Inspector that he has visited and inspected a Party at its Station. 

I nAVE visited this station at this date; I have inspected the party, its arms, ammuni • 
tion, clothing, and also the barrack and barrack furniture; I have read aloud to the party 
the journal for the period elapsed since my last visit, to which no objection was made (or 
otherwise) ; I have ascertained that the party has received its pay regularly, and that the 
men are satisfied; they preferred no complaints (or otherwise, as the case may be). 

Date (signed) 



Certificate of Lieutenants and Sub-Inspectors upon Monthly Returns of having 
paid the Parties. 

I certify, upon my word and honour, that I have paid this party regularly, upon each 
Saturday during this month, its pay for the week when it became due, and that I have not 
advanced to any man any portion of his pay or rewards before they became due. 

(signed) 



* Upon Friday, the inese dinner will, of course, consist of fish, eggs, &c. &c., instead of meat. 



(262. App.) 0 0 
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Appendix H. 

CONSTABULARY (IRELAND). 

A STATEMENT of the Amount of Constabulary Force employed in each County, County of a City, and 
County of a Town, in Ireland, on the 1st of January 1840 (pursuant to Act 6 Will. 4, c. 13, s. 57) 

No. 1. 

I Inspector-General, 2 Deputy Inspectors-General, 3 Provincial Inspectors, 1 Receiver, and 1 8 Paymasters. 



Effective Strength of the Force in Counties, Cities and Towns, on the 1st of January 1840. 



County Inspectors. Sub-Inspectors. 

COUNTIES. CITIES 1. 


Head Constables, j 


Constables. 


Sub- Constables. 


AND TOWNS. 1st 2d I 

Rate. Rato. | 


3d Extra ; let j 2d 

Rate. Rate. | Rate. | Rate. 


3d 

Rate. 


1st 

Rate. 


2d 

Rate. 


1st 

Rate. 


2d 

Rate. 


Antrim County 1 - 


4 1 


1 


1 


G 


2G 


152 


3G 


Armagh „ - - - - 1 


1 1 3 


1 


1 


5 


13 


88 


13 


Carlow „ - - - - 1 


2 2 


- 


1 


4 


17 


77 


30 


Carrickfergus Town . - — 




- 


- 


- 


1 


4 


- 


Cavan, County - 1 


- - 4 1 


3 


1 


8 


22 


123 


32 


Clare „ 1 


- - 3 1 


4 


1 


8 


45 


231 


05 


Cork, East Riding - 1 


1 4 2 


2 


1 


8 


41 


184 


78 


Cork, West Riding - - 


115 1 


1 


1 


7 


25 


144 


37 


Cork, City - 


1 


- 


- 


1 


14 


75 


9 


Donegal, County - - - 1 


2 2 


4 


1 


9 


25 


183 


16 


Down „ 1 


4 


2 


1 


G 


20 


107 


20 


Dublin „ 1 


1 4 


1 


1 


G 


34 


142 


49 


Drogheda, Town - 


- 


- 


1 


- 


1 


12 


- 


Fermanagh, County - - - 1 


2 


3 


1 


4 


15 


83 


13 


Galway, East Riding - 1 


- 1 1 2 


2 


1 


G 


40 


197 


48 


Galway, West Riding - - 1 


- - G - 


3 


1 


9 


26 


118 


97 


Galway, Town - 


- 


1 




1 


4 


13 


1 


Kerry, County - 1 


1 1 


4 


1 


G 


22 


111 


30 


Kildare „ - 1 


4 


1 


1 


G 


* 35 


117 


34 


Kilkenny „ - - - — 1 


3 3 


3 


1 


10 


64 


203 


6S 


Kilkenny, City - 


- - 


1 


- 


1 


2 


17 


- 


King's County - 1 


-13 


1 


1 


4 


36 


182 


43 


Leitrim „ 


1-12 


2 


1 


6 


17 


97 


18 


Limerick „ - - - - - 


1-23 


1 


- 


G 


45 


221 


53 


Limerick, City - - - 


- 


- 


1 


- 


10 


43 


10 


Londonderry, County - 


- - 2 1 


1 


1 


4 


10 


09 


8 


Longford „ - - - - 


1 - - 2 


2 


1 


3 


27 


147 


40 


Louth - „ - - - 1 


2 


3 


1 


5 


25 


124 


32 


Mayo - „ - - - 


1 1 G 1 


3 


1 


9 


3G 


104 


35 


Meath - „ - - l 


- - 3 1 


2 


1 


7 


45 


201 


00 


Monaghan „ - - - i 


- - 2 1 


1 


1 


4 


13 


93 


4(1 


Queen’s „ 


1-32 


3 


1 


9 


42 


22G 


49 


Roscommon „ - - - 


1-31 


2 


1 


6 


34 


100 


40 


Sligo „ - 


1 - 1 


4 


1 


G 


23 


119 


30 


Tipperary, North Riding - - 1 


1 3 


2 


1 


G 


49 


184 


94 


Tipperary, South Riding - - 1 


- 3 1 


3 


1 


9 


60 


297 


70 
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286 APPENDIX TO MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 



COUNTIES, CITIES 
AND TOWNS. 


County Inspectors. 


Sub-Inspectors. 


Head Constables. 


Constables. 


Sub-Constables. 


1st 

Rate. 


2d 

Rate. 


3d 

Rate. 


Extra 

Rate. 


1st 

Rate. 


2d 

Rate. 


3d 

Rate. 


1st 

Rate. 


2d 

Rate, 


1st 

Rate. 


2d 

Rate. 


Tyrone, Counly 


- 


1 


- 


- 


1 


1 ! 


3 i 


1 


5 


19 


110 


19 


Waterford ,, - 


- 


1 


- 


" 


1 


1 


3 


1 


5 


18 


103 


20 


Waterford, City 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- : 


- 


1 


- 


1 


8 


45 




Westmeath, C>unty - 


1 


- 


- 


- ! 


2 


1 


3 


1 


6 


38 


166 




Wexford „ 


- 


1 


- 


- 


3 


2 


2 


1 


7 


31 


178 


31 


Wicklow - „ - j 


- 


1 | 




1 


3 


" 


3 


1 : 


5 


24 


110 


7 


Totals - - - 1 


5 


22 j 


8 1 


6 


86 


47 


82 


36 


220 


1,092 


5,oio 


1,451 



Inspector-general 
Deputy Inspectors-general - 
Provincial Inspectors 
Receiver - 

Paymasters ... 
County Inspectors, 1st Rate 
Ditto - - - 2d Rato 
Ditto - - - 3d Rate 
Sub-Inspectors, extra Rate - 



Constabulary Office,") 
15 February 1840 J 



Recapitulation. 

1 Sub-Inspectors, 1st Rate - 

2 Ditto - - 3d Rate - 

•3 Ditto - - 3d Rate - 

1 Head Constable, 1st Rate 

18 Ditto - - 2d Rate 

5 Constables - 

22 Sub-Constables, 1st Rate - 

8 Ditto - - 2d Rate - 

6 

Total 



- 220 

- 1,092 
-5,510 

- 1,541 

8,590 



D. M'Gregor, 

Inspector-general. 



No. 2. 

STATEMENT of the -whole Expenditure upon the Constabulary Force of Ireland, in each County, County 
of a City, and County of a Town, for tbe Year ended 31st December 1839. 



COUNTY, CITY AND TOWN. 



Antrim 
Armagh 
Carlow - 

Carrickfergus, Town 

Cavan - 

Clare - 

Cork - 

Cork, City - 

Donegal 

Down - 

Drogheda, Town - 
Dublin ... 
Fermanagh - 
Galway 
Galway, Town 
Kerry - 
Kildare 
Kilkenny 
Kilkenny, City 
King’s ... 
Leitrim 



£. «. d. 

8,960 7 2 
6,803 14 2£ 



8,884 
170 9 9£ 
9,609 8 5j 
15,907 8 - 

24,896 I 4 
4,043 12 ll£ 
12,128 ' 



8,258 

487 

11,259 

6,467 



n 

4 4£ 
9 10 
8 6 
- n 

27,601 13 cl 
1,574 9 10£ 
8,863 8 lOi 
11,713 5 9£ 
19,253 14 3 
888 13 11 
12,141 - 5J 
7,959 12 4 



Limerick 
Limerick, City 
Londonderry 
Longford 
Louth - 
Mayo - 
Meath 

Monaghan - 
Queen’s 
Roscommon 
Sligo - 
Tipperary - 
Tyrone 
Waterford - 
Waterford, City 
Westmeath - 
Wexford 
Wicklow 



£. s. d. 
16,286 16 - 
4,065 7 2* 
4,791 13 10J 
9,831 13 11 
9,292 15 J| 
13,854 12 
14,843 18 
7,921 1 - 

13,804 7 8 
12,137 8 11J 

9,598 18 3J 
36,276 9 
7,668 14 
7,405 2 
2,054 8 
12,321 3 1 

12,812 18 11 
9,352 19 8 



5 $ 






409,099 7 G£ 



Constabulary Office, Dublin, "1 
30 April 1840- J 



Richard Cane, 

Receiver. 
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No. 3. 

SUMMARY of tlie Total Amount of Force employed on the 1st of January 1840, and of the Total Expenditure 
upon the said Constabulary Force for the whole of Ireland, for the Year ended at that Period; showing the Pro- 
portion of such Total Expense borne on the Consolidated Fund, and the Amount borne by die Counties, Cities 
and Towns. 



Numbers. 


RANK. 


Total Expense. 


Proportion borne 
on the 

Corfiolidntod Fund. 


Amouul birn 
by 

Counties, Cities »ntl 






£. S. d. 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


1 


Inspector-general - ----- 








2 


Deputy Inspectors-general - 








3 


Provincial Inspectors ----- 








5 


County Inspectors, 1st Rate - - - - 








22 ; 


Ditto - - - 2d Rate - - - 










Ditto - - - 3d Rate - 








6 


Sub-Inspectors, Extra Rate - - - - 










Ditto - - - 1st Rate - 










Ditto - - - 2d Rate - 










Ditto - - - 3d Rate - 


419,142 15 3£ 


249,940 10 n 


169,195 19 1 




Head Constables, 1 st Rate - 








220 


Ditto « - - 2 d Rate - 








1,092 


Constables 








5,510 


Sub-ConBtables - 1 st Rate - 








1,451 


Ditto - - - 2d Rate - 








50 


Magistrates ------- 








18 


Paymasters ------- 








1 


Receiver -------- 








1 


Surgeon -------- 









Constabulary Office, Dublin, 1 Richard Cane, 

30 April 1840. J Receiver. 



(A.) 



RETURN of the Salaries and Allowances of the Constabulary Force of Ireland on the 1st of January 1840. 





Annual Salaries 




Annual Salaries 




and 




Allowances. 








Inspector-General ; 


£. s. d. 


Receiver : 


£. s. d 


Salary per annum - - - 


1,300 - - 


Salary per annum ... - 


600 - - 


Extra pay for every day on duty, at such 




Ditto - for clerks and office 


600 - - 


a distance as to be detained from his 
home for the night, 1 1. 




Provincial Inspector : 




Travelling expenses, at 1 s. 0 d. per mile, 
going to and returning from such duty. 

Salary of clerks in Inspector-General’s 
office ------ 

1st Deputy Inspector-General : 


1,000 - - 


Salary per annum - - - - 

Extra pay for every day on duty at such 
a distance as to be detained from his 
home for the night, 10 s. 

Travelling allowance when ordered on 


500 - - 




1,200 - - 


duty to any distance above 20 miles 




Salary pa- annum 


from his station, at the rate of 1 s. per 




Extra pay when on duty, same as Inspec- 




mile going and returning. 




tor general. 




Forage for two horses, at 2 s. per diem j 




Travelling allowance, same as Inspector- 




each - - - - 




General. 




Stationery, coinmuted allowance (exclu- 




2d Deputy Inspector-General : 




sive of books and printed returns) per 
annum - 


8 - - 


Salary per annum - 


800 - - 


Postage: actual expense per postmaster’s 




Extra pay and travelling allowance, same 
as Inspector-General. 




receipt, to be certified at the foot of the 






quarterly account, that the letters were 
on the Public Service. 




Surgeon : 




For an office, and fuel and candles for 




Salary per annum ----- 


300 - - 


the same, per annum - 


(continued) 
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Annual Salaries 
Allowances. 



Magistrate : 



s. d. 



Sub-Inspector, at extra Rate : 



As per Return hereunto annexed, marked 

(B.) 



County Inspector, at 1st Rate : 

Salary per annum ----- 208 

Extra pay, at 8 s. per diem, while attend- 
ing assizes, quarter sessions, elections, 
or on any duty which necessarily de- 
tains him from his home during the 
night, and 0 d. per mile when called on 
duty above -20 miles from his residence. 

Forage for two horses, at 2 s. per diem 
each. 

Stationery, commuted allowance per an- 
num, exclusive of books and printed 
returns ------ 3 

Postage, actual expense per Postmaster’s 
receipt and certificate that the letters 
were on the public service. 

For an office, and fuel and candle for the 
same, per annum - 18 



County Inspector, 2d Rate : 
Salary per annum - 

Extra pay and travelling allowance, same 
as extra rate. 

Forage - - ditto - ditto. 

Stationery - ditto - ditto 

Postage - - ditto - ditto. 

For an office ditto - ditto 



250 



18 



County Inspector, 3d Rate: 



Salary per annum 



Extra pay and travelling allowance same 
as extra Rate. 

Forage, stationery, postage and allowance 
for an office, same as extra Rate. 



Paymaster : 

Salary per annum 

Extra pay, at 7 s. per diem, while attend- 
ing Assizes or Road Sessions. 

i ravelling allowance, at 1 s. per mile on 
said duty. 

Stationery ; commuted allowance (exclu- 
sive of books and printed returns), per 
annum - - . . . 

Postage; actual expense, vouched by Post- 
master’s receipt and certificate that all 
tne letters were on the public service. 

Clerk; au eligible Constable or Sab-con- 
stable to be allotted for this duty. 

For an office, and fuel and candle for the 
same, nor annum - 



Salary per annum - 

Extra pay, at 7 s. per diem, while attend- 
ing assizes, quarter sessions, elections, 
on a march from one county to another, 
or on any duty by which lie is neces- 
sarily detained from homo during the 
night, and 0 d. per mile for every mile 
travelled above 40. 

Forage for one horse, at 2 s. per diem. 

Stationery ; commuted allowance (exclu- 
sive of hooks and printed returns) per 
annum ------ 

Postage; actual expense, on Postmaster’s 
receipt and certificate of the letters 
being on tho public service. 



_ Sub-Inspector, 1st Rate: 

Salary per annum - 

Extra pay and travelling allowance same 
as extra Rate. 

Forage, stationery and postage, ditto, ditto. 

Sub-Inspector, 2d Rate : 

Salary per annum - 

Extra pay, at 5 .s', per diem, and travel- I 
ling allowance same as extra Rate. 

Forage, stationery and postage, ditto, ditto. I 



Sub-Inspector, 3d Rate : 

Salary per annum - 

Extra pay aud travelling allowance same 
as extra rate. 

Forage, stationery and postage, ditto, ditto. 



Head Constable, 1st Rate: 

Salary per annum - - - 

Extra pay, at 1 s. (1 d. per diem, on all 
duties on which necessarily detained 
from home for the night, and for every 
day on a march from one county to 
another. 

Head Constable, 2d Rate : 

Salary per annum - 

Extra pay and marching allowance same 
as 1st Rate: 

Mounted Constable: 

Salary per annum - 

Extra pay, at 1 s. per diem, Avhile attend- 
ing assizes or quarter sessions as a wit- 
ness ; hut (5 d. per diem if on duty only 
there, or at elections, or any other 
service by winch he is necessarily de- 
tained from his home during the night. 

Travelling allowance, at 1 s. per diem, 
when on a march from one county to 
another; but no extra pay for the 
same period. 
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Annual Salaries ! 
anil | 




Annual Salaries 








A.lovrances 


Mounted Constable — continued. 


£. s. d. | 


Constable — continued. 


£. s. d. 


Forage for one horse, at 1 s. 8 d. per diem; 
if at livery, actual expense not exceed- 
ing 2. ■?. ; and if at grass, actual expense 
not exceeding the rate of the neigh- 
bourhood. 

For repairs of horse appointments, 9 s. id 
per annum. 

For repairs of arms and accoutrements, 3 s. 
per annum. 

For lodging allowance where there is no 
barrack accommodation, at a rate not 
exceeding 6 s. per month. 


; 


For repairs of arms and act.out foments 
same as mounted constable. 

For lodging allowance, same as mounted 
constable. 

Sub-Constable, 1st Rate : 

Salary per annum .... 

Extra pay and travelling allowance, same 
as constable. 

For repairs of arms and accoutrements, 
ditto, ditto. 

For lodging allowance, ditto, ditto. 


27 14 - 


Constable : 




Sub-Constable, 2d Rate : 




Salary per annum - - - - - 

Extra pay and travelling allowance, same 
as mounted constable. 


32 7 - 


Salary per annum - 

Extra pay and other allowances, same 
as constable. 


24 - - 



In addition to the allowances specified under each rank, there are the following ; viz. 

Compensation for clothing when not supplied in kind, at 2s. 7 d. per month; medical allowance, at G d. per 
month, for each county and sub-inspector, constable and sub-constable. 

Rent and expenses of a store, at 10 l. per annum, in each county and riding. 

Allowance to two drill constables for each provincial depot, at 5 1. per annum each- 
Allowance for the purchase of a public horse, 23 l. 

Stationery for each constable in charge of a station, at 6 d. per month. 

Allowance for fuel and light for a guard at each barrack station, at 5 l. per annum. 



Constabulary Office, Dublin, - ! Richard Cane, 

30 April 1840. J Receiver. 



(B.) 

RETURN of Stipendiary Magistrates existing on the 1st of January 1840, showing their Number, and Rates of 
Salaries and Allowances. 



Number 1 
of 

Magistrates. | 


Salary 

Annum. 


Lodging 

Allowance 

per 


Allowance 

per 

Annum. 


Stationery 

per 

Annum. 


i 

8 


Allowance 
fora 
Clerh per 
Annum. 


Allowance 

of a Mounted 
Orderly. 


Extra Pay. 


Travelling 

Allowance. 


One 


£. s. d. 


£’. s. d. 


s. d. 


£. 




£. 




10 s. per diem 




1,000 - - 


- nil - 


- nil - 


8 


1 ' 


30 ' 




while absent on 


mile going to 


Three 


005 7 - 


- nil 


- nil - 


8 




30 




any duty at such 
distance as to be 


and returning 
from dutv at 


Two 






j - nil - 




& 


30 


■2 s. 4 d. per I 


necessarily de- 


any place more 


4G1 10 0 


184 12 4 






diem from | 


tained from his 


than 20 miles 


Fourteen - 














the 1st Jaii. 


home for the 


distance from 


400 - - 


100 - - 


! 4 - 


8 


3 


36 


1810. 


night. 


home, deducting 


Thirty-five 


400 - - 


- nil - 


4 - 


8 


< 


30 




20 miles going 
and 20 return- 


One 


667 7 7 


184 12 4 


- nil - 


8 




36 J 

' 


• 




ing. 



Constabulary Office, Dublin, 
30 April 1840. 



} 



Richard Cane, 

Receiver. 
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APPENDIX TO MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 



A STATEMENT of the Amount of Constabulary Force employed in each County, County of a Cit 
County of a Town, in Ireland, on the 1 st of January 1841 (pursuant to Act of Parliament a w’li 
c. 13, s. 57). ’ vv 111 • 4 > 



No. I. 



Effective Strength of the Force in Counties, Cities and Towns, on the 1st of January 1841. 



COUNTIES, CITIES 
AND TOWNS. 



Antrim, County 
Armagh „ 

Carlow „ 

Carrickfergus, Town 
Cavan, County 
Clare „ 

Cork, East Riding - 
Cork, West Riding - 
Cork, City ' - 

Donegal, County 
Down „ . 

Drogheda, Town 
Dublin, County 

Fermanagh, County - 
Galway, East Riding 
Galway, West Riding 
Galway, Town 
Kerry, County 
Kildare „ 

Kilkenny „ 

Kilkenny, City' 

King’s County 
Leitrim „ 

Limerick „ - 

Limerick, City 
Londonderry, County 
Longford - „ - 

Louth - „ 

Mayo 

Meath - „ - 

Monaghan „ 

Queen’s - , 

Roscommon „ 

Sligo . 

Tipperary, North Riding . 
Tipperary, South Riding - 



Cou 


nty Inspe 




Sub-Inspectors 




| Head Constables. 




Sub-Constables. 




1st 


2d 


3d 


Extra 


1st 










Constables. 


1st 

Rate. 




Horses. 


Rate. 


Rate. 


Rate. 


Rate. 




Rato 


Rate. 


Rate. 


Rate. 




Rate. 




1 


- 


- 




4 


1 


1 


1 


0 


30 


135 


21 








“ 






3 


2 


1 


5 


20 


86 


13 


7 


“ 


1 




- 


2 


2 


- 


1 


4 


15 


84 


24 






“ 




- 




- 




- 


- 


1 


4 


- 












3 


2 


3 


1 


8 


28 


136 


15 






1 






4 


1 


3 


1 


8 


41 


250 


39 


7 






“ 


1 


4 


2 


2 


1 


8 


43 


210 


53 


9 






1 


1 


3 


2 


2 


1 


7 


35 


163 


19 


8 




“ 






1 


- 


1 


1 


1 


22 


120 


10 


10 


“ 


- 


1 


- 


2 


3 


2 


1 


8 


28 


170 


20 


9 




“ 




1 


1 


2 


2 


1 


G 


25 


104 


27 


8 




" 






- 


- 


- 


1 


- 


2 


10 


1 


_ 








_ 


3 


1 


1 


1 


5 


29 


144 


58 


6 




1 


- 


- 


2 


1 


2 


1 


4 


15 


79 


15 


6 


- 


1 


- 


1 


1 


3 


1 


1 


6 


37 


147 


39 


8 










5 


1 


2 


1 


0 


39 


168 


32 


0 








" 




1 




" 


1 


4 


13 


3 


1 




“ 


1 


- 


" 


4 


2 


1 


0 


28 


120 


17 


7 






- 


- 


4 


1 


- 


1 


6 


41 


172 


21 






1 




- 


- 


3 


4 


1 


10 


67 


248 


79 


10 










- 


- 


1 


- 


1 


3 


14 


3 






1 






1 


3 


I 


1 


5 


43 


174 


53 


6 


“ 




1 


- 




2 


2 


1 


a 


22 


112 


18 


0 




1 




- 


1 


3 


2 


1 


G 


51 


205 


30 


6 






“ 




1 


- 


- 


- 


1 


11 


53 


2 


1 






" 


- 


2 


1 


1 


1 


3 


11 


GO 


15 


5 








- 


- 


3 


1 


1 


4 


21 




24 


0 




1 


- 






2 


3 


1 


5 


29 


116 


26 


0 




1 




1 


4 


1 


3 


1 


9 


45 


200 


15 


11 






1 


- 


2 


1 


4 


1 


' 7 


50 




49 


10 




1 


~ 


- 


T 


1 


2 


1 


4 


1G 


109 


13 


0 






1 




3 


3 


2 


I 


9 


61 


223 


39 


8 




~ 


1 




3 


2 


1 


1 


G 


40 


161 


31 


5 




1 




- 


2 


- 


3 


1 


5 


27 


122 


15 


5 




1 




- 


1 


5 


_ 


1 


6 


58 




40 


8 










2 


2 


3 


1 


8 


64 


280 


39 


9 
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COUNTIES, CITITIES 
AND TOWNS. 


Com 


«? 

1 

1 


Sub-Inspectors. 


Head Constables. 


Constables. 


Sub-Constables. i 


Hone, 


1st 

Rato. 


2d 

Hate. 


3.1 

Rate. 


I Extra 
Rate. 


1st 
| Rate. 


2d 

Rate. 


3d 

Rate. 


1st 

Rate. 


2d 

Rate. 


1st 

Rate. 


2d 

Rate. ! 


Tyrone, County 


- 


1 


- 


- 


2 


2 


1 


. 


5 


24 


107 


15 




Waterford „ - 


“ 


1 




- 


1 


2 


2 


1 


5 


24 


107 






Waterford, City 


- 


- 




- 


- 


1 




- : 


1 


9 


44 






Westmeath, County - 


- 


1 






3 


1 


2 


i 


6 


44 


162 






Wexford „ - 


" 


1 






3 


1 


3 : 


] 


7 


38 


166 


23 i 




Wicklow „ - - 




1 


“ 


1 


2 


- 


2 


i 


6 


29 


126 


44 


5 


Reserve - - - - 


- 


~ 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


2 


3 


- 


4 


Totals - - - 


6 


22 


8 


6 


73 : 


69 


69 


30 


219 


1,202 


5,747 


1,081 


272 



73 

69 

69 

36 

219 

1,262 

5,747 

1,081 

8,022 



D. M'Gregor, 

Inspector-general. 



Recapitulation. 



Inspector-general - 
Deputy Inspector-general 
Provincial Inspectors - 
Receiver - 
Paymasters - 

County Inspectors, 1st Rale 
Ditto - - - 2d ditto 

Ditto - - - 3d ditto 

Sub-Inspectors, extra ditto 



Sub-Inspectors, 1st Rate 
Ditto - - 2 d ditto 
Ditto - - 3d ditto 
Head Constables, 1st Rate - 
Ditto - - 2d ditto - 
Constables - 
Sub-Constables, 1 st Rate 
Ditto - - 2 d ditto 



No. 2. 



STATEMENT of the whole Expenbiture upon the Constabulary Force of Ireland in each County, County of 
City, and County of a Town, for the Year ended 31st December 1840 . 



COUNTY, CITY AND TOWN. 



Antrim - 
Armagh 
Carlow - 

Carrickfergus, Town 

Cavan - 

Clare - 

Cork - 

Cork, City 

Donegal 

Down - 

Drogheda, Town - 
Dublin - 
Fermanagh - 
Galway - 
Galway, Town 
Kerry ... 
Kildare - 
Kilkenny 
Kilkenny, City 
King’s - 
Leitrim - 



Constabulary Office, Dublin,! 
28 May 1841. J 





Whole Expenditure 
for each. 


COUNTY, CITY AND TOWN. 


Whole Expenditure 
for each. 




£. s. d. 
10,630 16 8 $ 


Limerick - 


£. s. d. 


- 


7,014 16 10 


Limerick, City - 




- 


6,796 1 7 i 


Londonderry - 


6,146 10 7 J 


- 


187 9 4} 


Longford - 


8,022 15 


- 


9,782 4 9| 


Louth - 




- 


17,065 6 2* 


Mayo - 




- 


26,461 8 0 i 


Meath ------ 




- 


6,347 2 6 i 


Monaghan ----- 


8,004 10 -a 


- 


12,061 9 8£ 


Queen’s ----- 




- 


8,768 17 11 I 


Roscommon ----- 




- 


510 16 Gi 


Sligo ------ 


8,663 8 8 1 


- 


10,742 12 7 


Tipperarv ----- 


36,596 16 10 


- 


0,639 17 7 £ 


Tyrone ----- 




- 


26,400 12 1£ 


Waterford ----- 




- 


1,797 19 4 J 


Waterford, City - 




- 


0,194 16 6 J 


Westmeath ----- 


12,154 4 5 1 


- 


11,662 17 lof 


Wexford ----- 


- 


19,426 19 li 


Wicklow ----- 


9,991 3 -i 


- 


944 1 2 J 


Reserve Force - 


: 


12,029 - 8 a 
8,481 2 9 


Total - - - £. 


416,788 10 6 



Richard Cane, 

Receiver. 
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No. 3. 

SUMMARY of the Total Amount of Force employed on the 1st of January 1841, and of the Total Expend 
• upon the said Constabulary Force, for the whole of Ireland, for the Year ended at that Period; showine^th* 
Proportion of such Total Expense borne on the Consolidated Fund, and the Amount borne by* the Connf 6 
Cities and Towns. nDes , 



Numbers. 


RANK. 


Total Expense. 


Proportion borne 
on the 

Consolidated Fund. 


Amount borne 
„ *>y 

Counties, Cities, 
and Towns. 


1 


Inspector-general ------ 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


£• d. 


2 


Deputy Inspectors-general - 








3 


Provincial Inspectors ----- 








5 


County Inspectors, 1 st Rate - 










- - ditto - - 2d ditto - 








8 


- - ditto - - 3d ditto - - - 








6 


Sub-Inspectors, extra Rate - 








73 


- - ditto - - 1 st Rate - 








69 


- - ditto - - 2d ditto - - - - 








69 


- - ditto - - 3d ditto - 








36 


Head Constables, 1st Rate - 




251,704 15 3J 


174,332 15 -i 


219 


- - ditto - - 2d ditto - 








1,262 


Constables ------- 








5,747 


Sub-Constables 1st Rate ----- 








1,081 


- - ditto - 2d ditto ----- 








272 


Horses - . . 








59 


Magistrates - . 








18 i 


Paymasters - . 








1 1 


Receiver - . 








1 


Surgeon - - - 









28 May 1841. 



Richard Cane, 

Receiver. 



(A.) 



RETURN of the Salaries and Allowances of the Constabulary Force in Ireland on the 1st of January 1841. 



Inspector-General : 

Salary per annum .... 

Extra pay for every day on duty, at such 
a distance as to be detained’ from his 
home for the night, 1 /. 

Travelling expenses, at 1 s. 6 d. per mile, 
going to and returning from such duty. 

Salary of Clerks in Inspector-general’s 
office 

1st Deputy Inspector-General: 

Salary per annum - 

Extra pay when on duty, same as Inspec- 
tor-general. 

Travelling allowance - ditto - ditto. 
2d Deputy Inspector-General: 

Salary per annum 

Extra pay and travelling allowances, same 
as Inspector-general. 

Receiver : 

Salary per annum 

Ditto for Clerks and office ... 



Annual Salaries 
Allowances. 




Annual Salaries 
Allowances. 


£. 5. d . 

1,500 - - 


Surgeon : 

Salary per annum - 


£. 5. d. 

300 - - 


1,000 - - 

1,200 - - 


Provincial Inspector : 

Salary per annum - 

Extra pay for every day on duty, at such 
a distance as to be detained from his 
home for the night, 10 s. 

Travelling allowance when ordered on 
duty to any distance above 20 miles 
from his station, at the rate of 1 s. per 
mile going and returning. 

Forage for two horses, at 2 s. per diem 
each. 


500 - - 


800 - - 


Stationery, commuted allowance (exclu- 
sive of books and printed returns) per 
annum - 


8 — — 


600 - _ 

600 - - 


Postage : Actual expense, per Postmas- 
ter’s receipt, to be certified at the foot 
of the quarterly account that the letters 
were on the Public Service. 

For an office, and for fuel and candles 
for the same annually . 


18 5 - 
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County Inspector at 1st Rate : 



Salary per annum 



Extra pay at 8 s. per diem while attend- 
ing Assizes, Quarter Sessions, Elec- 
tions, or on any duty which necessarily 
detains him from his home during the 
night, and 6 d. per mile when called on 
duty above 20 miles from his resi- 
dence. 



Forage for two horses at 2 s. per diem 
each. 



Stationery, commuted allowance per an- 
num, exclusive of books and printed 
returns ------ 



Postage: Actual expense per postmas- 
ter’s receipt, and certificate that the 
letters were on the Public Service. 

For an office, and fuel and candle for the 
same, annually - 



County Inspector, 2d Rate : 

Salary per annum - 
Extra pay and travelling allowance, same 
as extra rate. 

Forage - ditto - ditto - ditto. 

Stationery ditto - ditto - ditto - 

Postage - ditto - ditto - ditto. 

For an office ditto - ditto - ditto - 



County Inspector, 3d Rate : 
Salary per annum .... 
Extra pay and travelling allowance same 
as extra Rate. 

Forage, stationery, postage and allowance 
for an office same as extra Rate. 



Sub-Inspectors at extra Rate : 



Salary per annum - 

Extra pay at 7 s. per diem while attending 
Assizes, Quarter Sessions, Elections, on 
a march from one county to another, or 
on any duty by which ho is necessarily 
detained from home during the night, 
and 6 d. per mile for every mile travelled 
above 40. 

Forage for one horse at 2 s. per diem. 

Stationery, computed allowance (exclu- 
sive of books and printed returns) per 



Postage: Actual expense on Postmaster’s 
receipt, and certificate of the letters 
being on the Public Service. 



Sub-Inspector, 1st Rate : 

Salary per annum .... 
Extra pay and travelling allowance, same 
as extra Rate. 

Forage for one horse at 2 s. per diem. 
Stationery, same as extra Rate 
Postage - ditto - ditto. 



Sub-Inspector, 2d Rate : 
Salary per annum 



Extra pay at 5 s. per diem, and travelling 
allowance same as extra Rate. 



Forage for one horse at 2 s. per diem. 



Stationery same as extra Rate 
Postage - ditto - ditto. 



Sub-Inspector, 3d Rate : 
Salary per annum 



Extra pay at 5 s. per diem, and travelling 
allowance same as extra rate. 



Forage for one horse at 2 s. per diem. 



Stationery same as extra Rate 
Postage - ditto - ditto. 



Salary per annum - 

Extra pay at 7 s. per diem, while attend- 
ing Assizes or Road Sessions. 

Travelling allowance at 1 s. per mile on 
said duty. 

Stationery, commuted allowance (exclu- 
sive of books and printed returns), 
per annum - 



Postage : Actual expense vouched by 
Postmaster’s receipt, and certificate 
that all die letters were on the Public 
Service. 



Clerk : an eligible constable or sub-ditto 
to be allotted for this duty. 

For an office, and fuel and candles for 
the same, per annum - 



Head Constable, 1st Rate: 
Salary per annum - 



Extra pay at 1 5. 0 d. per diem on all 
duties on which necessarily detained 
from home for the night, and for everv 
day on a march from one county to 
anodier. 



Head Constable, 2d Rate : 
Salary per annum - 



Extra pay and marching allowance, same 
as 1st Rate. 



Mounted Constable: 



Salary per annum 



Extra pajr at 1 s. per diem while attend- 
ing Assizes or Quarter Sessions as a 
witness, but 6 d. per diem if on duty 
only there, or at Elections, or any 
other service by which he is neces- 
sarily detained from his home during 
the night. 



Travelling allowance at Is. per diem 
when on a march from one county to 
another, but no extra pay for the same 
period. 
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Annual Salaries 




Annual Salaries 
Allowances. 








Mounted Constables — continued. 

Forage for one horse at 1 s. 8 d. per diem ; 
if at livery, actual expense not exceed- 
ing 2 s. ; and if at grass, actual expense 
not exceeding the rate of the neigh- 
boufiiood. 

For repairs of horse appointments 9 s. 4 d. 
per annum. 

For repairs of arms and accoutrements, 
3 s. per annum. 

For lodging allowance where there is no 
barrack accommodation, at a rate not 
exceeding 6 s. per month. 


£. s. d. 


Constable — continued. 

For repairs of arms and accoutrements 
same as mounted constable. 

For lodging allowance same as mounted 
constable. 

Sub-Constable, 1st Rate: 

Salary per annum - 

Extra pay and travelling allowance same 
as constable. 

For repairs of arms and accoutrements 
same as constable. 

For lodging allowance same as constable. 


£. 5. d. 

27 14 - 


Constable : 




Sub-Constable, 2d Rate : 




Salary per annum - 

Extra pay and travelling allowance same 
as mounted constable. 


32 7 - 


Salary per annum - 

Extra pay and other allowances same as 
constable. 


24 - - 



In addition to tlie allowances specified under each rank, there are the following ; viz. 

Compensation for clothing when not supplied in kind, at 2 s. 7 d. per month. 

Medical allowance at 6 d. per month for each county and sub-inspector, constable and sub-constable. 

Rent and expenses of a store, at 10 l. per month, in each county and riding. 

Allowance to two drill constables for each provincial dep&t, at 6 l. per annum each. 

Allowance for the purchase of a public horse, 23 l. 

Stationery for each constable in charge of a station, at 6 d. per month. 

Allowance for fuel and light for a guard at each barrack station, not exceeding 62. per annum. 

Constabulary Office, Dublin, \ Richard Cane, 

28 May 1841. J Receiver. 



(B.) 



RETURN of Stipendiary Magistrates existing on 1 st January 1841, showing their Number, and Rates 
of Salaries and Allowances. 



Number 

of 

Magistrates. 


Salary 

per 

Annum. 


Lodging 

Allowance 

Annum. 


Allowance 

per 

Annum. 


Stationery 

per 

Annum. 


f 

Ch 


Allowance 

for 

a Clerk 
per Annum. 


Allowance 

of a Mounted 
Orderly. 


Extra Pay. 


Travelling 

Allowance. 




£. 


s. 


d. 


£. «. d. 


s. d. 


£. 




£. 








One 


i 1,000 


- 


- 


- nil - 


- nil - 


8 




36 




10 s. per night 


At 1 S. per 




[ 


















v'hile absent on 


mile going to 


One 


867 


7 


7 1 


184 12 4 


- nil - 


8 




36 




any duty, at 


and returning 
















B 








from duty at 


Three 


605 


7 


- 


- nil - 


- nil - 


8 


Q, 


36 


2s. id. per 




any place more 
















W 




diem from 




than 20 miles’ 


Two 


461 


10 


9 


184 12 4 


- nil - 


8 


•s 


36 


the 1st Jan. 




distance from 
















3 








home, deduct- 


Fourteen - 


400 


- 


- 


100 - - 


4 - 


8 




36 






ing 20 miles 
























going and 20 


Thirty-eigh' 


li 400 




_ 


- nil - 


4 - 


8 




36 






returning. 



Constabulary Office, Dublin, 1 Richard Cane, 

28 May 1841. • J Receiver. 
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A STATEMENT of the Amount of Constabulary Force employed in each County, County of a City, and 
County of a Town, in Ireland, on the 1st of January 1842 (pursuant to Act of Parliament, 6 Will. 4, 
c. 13, s. 57). 



No. 1. 



Effective Strength of the Force in Counties, Cities and Towns, on the 1st January 1842. 



COUNTIES, CITIES 


County Inspectors. 


Sub-Inspectors. 




Head Constables. 




Sub-Constables. 




AND TOWNS. 


1st 

Rate. 


2d 

Rate. 


3d 

Rate. 


Extra 

Rate. 


1st 

Rate. 


2d 

Rate. 


3d 

Rate 


1st 

Rate. 


2d 

Rate. 


Constables. 


1st 

Rate. 


2d 

Rate. 


Horses. 


Antrim, County 


1 


- 


_ 


_ 


3 


1 


2 


1 


6 


32 


127 


32 


6 


Armagh „ - - 


" 


1 




- 


1 


3 


1 


1 


6 


21 


90 


28 


7 


Carlow „ - 


- 


1 


- 


- 


1 


3 


- 


1 


4 


21 


114 


26 


6 


Carrickfergus Town - 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


_ 


_ 


1 


3 


1 




Cavan, County 


1 


- 


- 


- 


2 


- 


4 


1 


8 


29 


132 


18 


10 


Clare „ - - - 


- 


1 


- 


- 


4 


2 


2 


1 


7 


38 


203 


51 


9 


Cork, East Riding - 


1 


- 


- 


1 


1 


2 


4 


1 


7 


63 


223 


50 


6 


Cork, West Riding - 


- 


- 


1 


- 


3 


4 


1 


1 


8 


34 


146 


29 


7 


Cork, City - 




" 


- 




1 


- 


1 


1 


1 


26 


113 


17 


11 


Donegal, County 


- 


- 


1 


- 


2 


3 


2 


1 


8 


37 


175 


16 


9 


Down „ - - 


1 


- 


- 


1 


1 


3 


1 


1 


6 


26 


104 


27 


7 


Drogheda, Town 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


_ 


2 


9 


2 




Dublin, County 


1 


- 


- 


- 


2 


2 


1 


1 


5 


36 


135 


51 


7 


Fermanagh „ - 


- 


- 


1 


- 


2 


2 


1 


1 


4 


17 


73 


21 


7 


Galway, East Riding 


- 


1 


- 


1 


1 


3 


1 


1 


6 


39 


182 


18 


8 


Galway, West Riding 


- 


1 


- 


- 


4 


1 


2 


1 


9 


38 


169 


20 


9 


Galway, Town 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


1 


4 


16 


- 


1 


Kerry, County 


- 


- 


1 


_ 


_ 


4 


2 


1 


6 


28 


125 


15 


6 


Kildare „ 


~ 


1 


- 


- 


4 


1 


- 


1 


5 


40 


153 


47 


7 


Kilkenny „ 


- 


1 


- 


- 


1 


3 


4 


1 


7 


67 


242 


62 


10 


Kilkenny, City 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


_ 


1 


4 


22 


3 




King’s County 


- 


1 


- 


- 


1 


2 


2 


1 


5 


47 


207 


42 


7 


Leitrim „ 


- 


- 


1 


_ 


_ 


3 


2 


I 


5 


26 


117 


13 


7 


Limerick „ 


- 


1 


_ 


_ 


1 


4 


1 


1 


6 


66 


247 


39 


7 


Limerick, City 


- 


- 


- 


_ 


1 


- 


_ 


_ 


1 


11 


49 


5 


1 


Londonderry, County 


- 


1 


_ 


_ 


2 


2 


_ 


1 


4 


10 


77 


3 


6 


Longford „ 


- 


1 


_ 


_ 


_ 


3 


1 


1 


4 


23 


111 


16 


6 


Louth H 


- 


1 


- 


- 


1 


2 


2 


1 


5 


29 


122 


27 


7 


Mayo _ 


- 


1 


_ 


1 


4 


2 


2 


1 


9 


44 


193 


33 


10 


Meath w 


_ 


- 


1 


_ 


2 


2 


3 


1 


7 


50 


202 


57 


9 


Monaghan „ 


- 


1 


- 


- 


1 


2 


1 


1 


3 


14 


99 


33 


6 


Queen’s „ 


- 


- 


1 


1 


3 


2 


2 


1 


9 


62 


236 


27 


10 


Roscommon „ - 


- 


- 


1 


- 


3 


2 


1 


1 


6 


41 


165 


32 


8 


Sligo . ,, 


- 


1 


- 


- 


2 


1 


2 


1 


4 


29 


118 


26 


6 


Tipperary, North Riding - 


_ 


1 


_ 


_ 


I 


5 


_ 


1 


7 


64 


293 


85 


7 


Tipperary, South Riding - 
(262 Am,\ 




1 


- 


- 


2 


3 


2 


1 


8 


73 


323 


45 


10 
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COUNTIES, CITIES 
AND TOWNS. 


County Inspectors. 


Sub-Inspectors. 


Head Constables. 


Constables. 


Sub- Constables. 


Horses. 


1st 

Rate. 


2d 

Rate. 


3d 

Rata. 


Extra 

Rate. 


1st 

Rate. 


2d 

Rate. 


3d 

Rate. 


1st 

Rate. 


2d 

Rato. 


1st 

Rate. 


2d 

Rate. 


Tyrone, County 


_ 


1 


_ 


_ 


1 


2 


2 


1 


5 


25 


101 






Waterford „ - 


- 


1 


- 


- 


2 


3 


- 


1 


5 


25 


105 






Waterford, City 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


- 


- 


1 


9 


41 






Westmeath, County - 


- 


1 


- 


- 


3 


1 


2 


1 


6 


45 


174 






Wexford - „ 


- 


1 


- 


- 


3 


1 


2 


1 


8 


45 


213 






Wicklow - „ 


- 


1 


- 


1 


1 


" 


3 


1 


5 


28 


137 


34 


7 


Reserved Force 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


1 


4 


6 


62 


6 


Totals - - - 


5 


22 


8 


6 


69 


82 


59 


37 


218 


1,343 


5,890 


1,106 


287 










Recapitulation. 














Inspector-general - 


- 


- 


- 


1 


1 Sub-Inspectors, Extra Rate - 








Deputy Inspectors-general 


- 


- 


- 


- o 
















Provincial Inspectors - 


- 


- 


- 


- 3 




Ditto - 












Receiver ... 


- 


- 




1 




Ditto - 












Surgeon ... 




- 


- 


- 1 










Paymasters 


- 






- 18 














County Inspectors, 1st Rate 


- 






5 














i oio 


Ditto - - - 2d ditto 




- 




- 22 












Ditto - - - 3d ditto 


' 






8 




Ditto - 


- 2d ditto 


- - 




- 


5 000 
M60 






















Total 




8,931 












Horses 




- 


- - 




- 


287 



Constabulary Office, 1 
31 January 1842. / 



D. M'Greqor, 

Inspector-general. 



No. 2. 



STATEMENT of the whole laanoni upon tile Cammuja Force of Innunn, in each County, County of a 
and County of a Town, for the Year ended 31st December 1841. 



COUNTY, CITY AND TOWN. 



Antrim 

Armagh 

Carlow ... 

Carrickfergus, Town 

Cavan - 

Clare - 

Cork - 

Cork, City - 

Donegal 

Down ... 
Drogheda, Town - 
Dublin 
Fermanagh - 
Galway 
Galway, Town 
Kerry - 
Kildare 
Kilkenny 
Kilkenny, City 
King’s - 
Leitrim - 



Constabulary Office, Dublin,! 
2 June 1842. J 



£. s. 
11,163 4 
7,990 15 
8,803 2 
161 2 
9,616 19 
15,6 



25.4 



1 15 



5,890 14 
12,448 19 
8,761 2 
491 11 
9,863 10 
6,531 14 
23,985 15 
1,815 3 
9,946 12 
11,477 10 
17,009 1 
945 1 
12,504 14 
8,187 6 



COUNTY, CITY AND TOWN. 



Limerick 

Limerick, City - 

Londonderry 

Longford 

Louth - 

Mayo - 

Meath 

Monaghan - 
Queen’s 
Roscommon 
Sligo - 
Tipperary - 
Tyrone 
"Waterford - 
Waterford, City - 
Westmeath - 
Wexford 
Wicklow 
Reserve 



Note.— This is a perfect Return. 



f. «. d. 
17,170 12 11 
3,697 7 
6,071 8 11 1 
8,600 12 2 
9,432 19 2j 
13,688 11 10 j 
14,002 - 10 
7,981 14 1 } 
13,304 6 2 j 
12,850 17 4 i 
9,322 10 
37,006 15 
7,596 
8,531 
2,292 9 10 1 
11,875 10 2 1 
12,946 18 3$ 
10,004 18 4£ 
9,195 14 5 i 



2 i 
2 i 
4 h 



424,041 7 1 J 



Richard Cane, 

Receiver. 



No. 3. 
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No. 3. 

SUMMARY of the Total Amount of Force employed on the 1st of January 1842, and of the Total Expenditure 
upon the said Constabulary Force, for the whole of Ireland, for the Year ended at that Period ; showing the 
Proportion of such Total Expense borne on the Consolidated Fund, and the Amount borne by the Counties, Cities 
and Towns. 





RANK. 




Proportion borne 


Amount borne 


Number. 


Total Expense. 


on the 


by 

Counties, Cities 








Consolidated Fund. 


and Towns. 


1 


Inspector-general ------ 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


2 


Deputy Insjiectors-gencral - 

Provincial Inspectors ----- 








3 








1 

1 


Receiver -------- 

Surgeon ------ -- 








18 


Paymasters ------- 








5 


County Inspectors, 1st Rate - 








22 


- - ditto - - 2d ditto - 








8 


- - ditto - - 3d ditto - - - - 








6 

69 


Sub-Inspectors, Extra Rate - 

- - ditto - - 1st Rate - - - - 


433,661 1 10J 


260,623 11 4 j 


173,037 10 6| 


82 


- - ditto - - 2d ditto - - - - 








59 ■ 


- - ditto - - 3d ditto - 








37 i 


Head Constables, 1st Rate - - - - 








218 : 


- - ditto - - 2d ditto - 








1,343 j 


Constables ------- 








5,890 ! 


Sub-Constables, 1st Rate ----- 








1,166 


- - ditto - - 2d ditto ----- 








287 


Horses - -- -- -- - 








* 65 


Magistrates ------- 









* Eight Magistrates reduced on the 31st March 1842. 



Note . — This is a perfect Return. 

Constabulary Office, Dublin, \ Richard Cane, 

2 June 1842. J Receiver. 



(A.) 



RETURN of the Salaries and Allowances of the Constabulary Force of Ireland on the 1st of January 1842. 



Inspector-General : 

Salary per Annum .... 

Extra pay for every day on duty, at such 
distance as to be detained from his home 
for the night, 1 1. 

Travelling allowance, at 1 s. 6 d. per mile, 
going to and returning from such duty. 

Salary of Clerks in Inspector-general’s 
office - 



1st Deputy Inspector-General: 
Salary per annum - 



Extra pay and travelling allowance same 
as Inspector-general. 



2d Deputy Inspector-General : 
Salary per annum - 

Extra pay and travelling allowance same 
as Inspector-general. 

Receiver : 

Salary per annum ----- 
Ditto for Clerks and office - 



£. s. d. 
1,500 - - 



1,000 - - 

1,200 - - 



000 - 
600 - 



Surgeon: 
Salary per annum 



Provincial Inspector : 

Salary per annum - 
Extra pay for every day on duty at such 
a distance as to be detained from his 
home for the night, 10 s. 

Travelling allowance, when ordered on 
duty to any distance above 20 miles 
from his station, at the rate of 1 a. per 
mile going and returning. 

Forage for two horses, at 2s. per diem 
each. 

Stationery, commuted allowance (exclu- 
sive of books and printed returns) per 



annum - 



Postage: Actual expense, per Post- 
master’s receipt, to be certified at the 
foot of the quarterly account that the 
letters were on the Public Service. 

For an office, and for fuel and candles for 
the same, annually - 
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APPENDIX TO MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 



Magistrates : 

As per return hereunto annexed, marked 

(B.) 



County Inspector, 1st Rate : 



Salary per annum - 

xtra pay at 8 s. per diem while attending 
Assizes, Quarter Sessions, Elections, or 

•* on any duty which necessarily detains 
him from his home during the night, 
and 6 d. per mile when called on duty 
above 20 miles from his residence. 

Forage for two horses, at 2 s. per diem each. 

Stationery, commuted allowance per annum, 
exclusive of books and printed returns - 

Postage, actual expense per Postmaster’s 
receipt, and certificate that the letters 
were on the Public Service. 

For an office, and fuel and candles for the 
same, annually - 



County Inspector, 2d Rate: 

Salary per annum 

Extra pay and travelling allowance same 
as 1st rate. 

Forage, Stationery, Postage and Allowance 
for an office, the same as 1 st rate. 



County Inspector, 3d Rate : 

Salary per annum 

Extra pay and travelling allowance same 
as 1st rate. 

Forage, Stationery, Postage and Allowance 
for an office, the same as 1st rate. 



Sub-Inspector at extra Rate : 

Salary per annum ----- 

Extra pay at 7 s. per diem while attending 
Assizes, Quarter Sessions, Elections, or 
on any duty by which he is necessarily 
detained from home during the night, 
and 6 d. per mile for every mile travelled 
above 40. 

Forage for one horse, at 2 s. per diem. 

Stationery, commuted allowance (exclusive 
of books and printed returns) per annum 

Postage, actual expense on Postmaster’s 
receipt, and certificate of the letters 
being on Public Service. 



Sub-Inspector, 1st Rate : 

Salary per annum * 

Extra pay and travelling allowance same 
as extra rate. 

Forage, Stationery and Postage, same as 
extra rate. 



Annual Salaries 
Allowances. 




Annual Salaries 
and 

Allowances. 


£■ s. d. 


Sub-Inspector, 2d Rate : 


£. s. d. 




Salary per annum - 


120 - - 




Extra pay at 5 s. per diem, and travelling 
allowance same as extra rate. 




208 - - 


Forage, stationery, and postage, same as 
extra rate. 






Sub-Inspector, 3d Rate : 






Salary per annum - - - - 


100 - _ 




Extra pay at 5s. per diem, and travelling 
allowance same as extra rate. 




8 - - 


Forage, stationery, and postage, same as 
extra rate. 






Paymaster: 






Salary per annum - - - 


200 - - ' 


18 5 - 


Extra pay at 7 s. per diem, while attend- 
ing Assizes or Road Sessions. 






Travelling allowance at 1 s. per mile on 
said duty. 




250 - - 


Stationery, commuted allowance (exclu- 
sive of books and printed returns) per 
annum ------ 


8 - - 




Postage, actual expense vouched by Post- 
master’s receipt, and certificate that all 
the letters were on the Public Service. 

Clerk : an eligible constable or sub ditto, 
to be allocated for this duty. 




220 - - 


For an office, and fuel and candles for 
the same, per annum - - - 


18 5 - 




Head Constable, 1st Rate: 






Salary per annum - - - 


00 - - 


180 - - 


Extra pay at 1 s. 6 d. per diem, on all 
duties on which necessarily detained 
from home for the night, and for every 
day on a march from one county to 
another. 






Heab Constable, 2d Rate : 






Salary per annum - 


60 - - 




Extra pay and marching allowance same 
as 1st rate. 




2 - - 


Mounted Constable : 






Salary per annum - - . - 


32 7 - 


150 - _ 


Extra pay at 1 s. per diem while attend- 
ing Assizes or Quarter Sessions as a 
witness, but 6 d. per diem if on duty 
only there, or at Elections, or any other 
service by which he is necessarily de- 
tained from his home during the night. 






Travelling allowance at Is. per diem 
when on a march from one county to 
another, but no extra pay for the same 
period. 
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Annual Salaries! 
Allowances. 


Mounted Constable — continued. 


£. s. d. 


Forage for one horse at 1 s. 8 d. per diem 
if at livery, actual expense not exceed- 
ing 2s., and if at grass, actual expense 
not exceeding the rate of the neighbour- 
hood. 

For repairs of horse appointments, 2 s. id. 
per annum. 

For repairs of arms and accoutrements 
3 s. per annum. 

For lodging allowance whore there is no 
barrack accommodation, at a rate not 

. exceeding 6 s. per month. 




Constable : 




Salary per annum - 

Extra pay and travelling allowance same 
as mounted constable. 


32 7 - 





Anaunl Salaries 
Allowances. 


Constable — continued. 


£ s. d. 


For repairs of arms and accoutrements 
same as mounted constable. 

For lodging allowance same as mounted 
constable. 


- 


Sub-Constable, 1st Rate : 

Salary per unnum - 

Extra pay and travelling allowance same 
as constable. 

For repairs of arms and accoutrements 
same as constable. 

For lodging allowance same as constable. 


27 14 - 


Sub-Constable, 2d Rate : 

Salary per annum - 

Extra pay and other allowances same as 
constable. 


24 - - 



In addition to the allowances specified under each rank there are the following ; viz. 

• Compensation for clothing when not supplied in kind, at 2 s. 7 d. per month. 

Medical allowance at 8 d. per month for each county and sub-inspector, head constable, constable, and sab-constable 
Rent and expense of a store, at 10 1. per annum, in each county and riding. 

Allowance to drill constables for provincial depbls, at 5l. per annum each. 

. Allowance for the purchase of a public horse, 23 l. 

Stationery for each constable in charge of a station, at 0 d. per month. 

Allowance for fuel and light for a guard at each barrack station, not exceeding 5 l per annum- 



Allowance to head and other constables and sub-constables absent from home on duty in plain clotnes • viz. 
To a head constable in the country, 3 s. per night. 

Ditto - - - - in Dublin - 4 s. „ 

Ditto - - - - in England - 5 s. „ 

To a constable or sub-constable in the country, 2 s.- per night. 

Ditto - -- -- -- in Dublin - 2 s. 6 d. „ 

Ditto - -- -- -- in England - 3 s. 6 d. „ 

Allowance for straw for bedding, at 2 d. per month, for each head and other constable and sub-constable. 



Constabulary Office, Dublin, 
2 June 1842 



} 



Richard Cane. 



(B.) 



RETURN of Stipendiary Magistrates existing on 1st January 1842, showing their Numbers, and Rates 
of Salaries and Allowances. 



Number 


Salary 








Forage 


Stationery 




Allowance 


Allowance 1 


Extra 












Allowanc 




Allowance 




for 




Travelling 


Magistrates. 


Annum. 




per 

Annum. 




Diem. 


Annum. 


f 

i£ 


a Clerk, 
per Annum. 


of a Mounted 
Orderly. 


Pay. 


Allowance. 




£. 


S. 


d. 


£. S. 


d. 


S. d. 


£. 




£. 








One 


1,000 


_ 


_ 


- nil 


_ 


- nil - 


8 




36 I 




10i. per night 


At 1 s. per 


One 






















' while absent on 


mile going to 


667 


7 


7 


184 12 


4 


- nil - 


8 


<u 


36 




any duty, at 


and returning 


Three 




















2 S. 4 d. 


such a distance 


from duty at 


605 


7 


- 


- nil 


- 


- nil - 


8 


g* 


36 


per diem 


as to be neces- 


any place more 


Two 
















w 






sarily detained 




461 


10 


0 


184 12 


4 


- nil - 


8 


-a 


36 


1st Jan. 


from home for 


distance from 


Twelve - 
















B 




1840. 


the night. 


home, deduct- 


400 


- 


- 


|100 - 


- 


4 - 


8 


•< 


36 




ing 20 miles 


Forty-six- J 


400 


- 


- 


- nil 


J 


4 - 


8 




36 






going and 20 
returning 



Constabulary Office, Dublin, 
2 June 1842. 



} 



Richard Cane. 
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APPENDIX TO MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 



A STATEMENT of the Amount of Constabulary Force in each County, County of a City, and County of 
a Town, in Ireland on the 1st of January 1843 (pursuant to Act of Parliament, G Will. 4 , c. 13, s. 57 ) ^ 



No. 1. 

Effective Strength of the Force in Counties, Cities and Towns, on the 



COUNTIES, CITIES 
AND TOWNS. 



Antrim, County 
Armagh „ 

Carlow „ 

Carrickfergus, Town 
Cavan, County 
Clare „ 

Cork, East Riding - 
Cork, West Riding - 
Cork, City - 
Donegal, County 
Down „ - 

Drogheda, Town 
Dublin, County 
Fermanagh „ - 

Galway, East Riding 
Galway, West Riding 
Galway, Town 
Kerry, County 
Kildare „ 

Kilkenny „ 

Kilkenny, Ciiy 
King’s County 
Leitrim „ 

Limerick „ 

Limerick, City 
Londonderry, County 
Longford - „ 

Louth - „ - 

Mayo - ,, - 

Meath „ - 

Monaghan „ - 

Queen’s ,, - 

Roscommon „ 

Sligo - „ - - 

Tipperary, North Riding - 
Tipperary, South Riding - 



1st January 1843. 



Cou 


nty Iuspe 


“*■ 


Sub -Inspectors. 


Head Constables. 




Sub-Constables. 




1st 


2d 


3d 


Extra 


1st 


2d 


3d 


1st 


2d 


Constables 


1st 

Rate. 


2d 

Rate. 


Horses, 


Rats. 


Rate. 


Rate. 


Rate. 


Rate. 


Rate. 


Rate 


Rate. 


Rate. 






1 


- 


- 


- 


2 


- 


4 


1 


. 6 


32 


148 


11 


8 




I 


“ 


“ 


1 


3 


1 


1 


5 


23 


99 


17 


7 


“ 


1 


- 


" 


2 


l 


1 


1 


5 


26 


104 


36 


5 






_ 




- 






- 


- 


1 


4 


_ 


_ 


1 


“ 


“ 


“ 


2 


2 


3 


1 


8 


30 


134 


12 


9 


" 




1 




3 


3 


2 


1 


G 


44 


197 


52 


0 


1 






1 


3 


2 


3 


1 


0 


62 


264 


51 


11 


~ 


~ 


1 




4 


3 


1 


1 


8 


30 


148 


33 


10 


‘ 


~ 


~ 




1 


" 


- 


1 


1 


17 


70 


14 


4 


“ 




1 


- 


2 


3 


2 


1 


8 


37 


179 


10 


10 


1 


“ 




1 


1 


3 


1 


1 


G 


26 


127 


12 


7 






- 


_ 


“ 


“ 


- 


1 


- 


2 


11 


- 


_ 


1 




“ 


“ 


1 


2 


2 


1 


5 


37 


151 


36 


8 


“ 


- 


1 


- 


2 


2 


1 


1 


4 


18 


77 


16 


7 


“ 


1 




1 


1 


3 


1 


1 


6 


42 


188 


13 


8 


“ 


1 






4 


1 


2 


1 


9 


37 


136 


41 


9 






“ 




1 


" 




- 


I 


5 


24 


1 


1 


“ 




1 




- 


3 


3 


1 


G 


28 


114 


26 


8 


~ 


1 






3 


1 


1 


1 


5 


41 


179 


24 


6 




1 






1 


3 


4 


1 


8 


07 


272 


42 


10 


_ 










- 


- 


- 


1 


4 


23 


2 


- 






1 


- 


1 


3 


1 


2 


4 


48 


244 


19 


7 




1 


- 




1 


3 


1 


1 


6 


2G 


124 


7 


7 




1 






1 


4 


1 


1 


6 


61 


259 


60 


9 




“ 


“ 




1 


- 


- 


- 


1 


8 


31 


6 


1 


7 


1 






2 


2 


- 


1 


4 


15 


61 


6 


6 




1 


“ 


“ 


1 


2 


1 


1 


4 


20 


110 


19 


6 


" 


1 






1 


3 


1 


1 


4 


30 


129 


14 


7 


■“ 


I 


~ 


1 


4 


2 


2 


1 


9 


45 


198 


27 


10 




~ 


1 




3 


2 


2 


1 


7 


52 


193 


46 


8 




1 


7 






2 


2 


1 


4 


24 


110 


14 


6 




1 


~ 


1 


2 


3 


1 


I 


9 


50 


206 


34 


9 


" 




1 




3 


I 


2 


1 


6 


39 


168 


26 


8 


- 


1 


- 




2 


1 


2 


1 


5 


27 


121 


20 


7 


“ 


1 




- 


1 


4 


1 


1 


7 


71 


354 


26 


7 




1 




~ 


2 


4 


1 


1 


8 


74 


338 


32 


10 
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COUNTIES, CITIES 
AND TOWNS. 


County Imped 


lon - 


Sub-Inspectors. 


Head Constables. 


Constables. | 


Snb-Constables. 




1st 

Rate. 


2d 

Rate. 


3d 

Rato. 


Extra 

Rate. 


1st 

Rate. 


2d 

Rate. 


3d 

Rate. 


1 

Rate. 


2d | 
Rate. ! 


1st 

Rate. 


2d 

Rate. 


Tyrone, County 


- : 


1 


- . 


- 


1 


2 


2 


1 


5 


25 


105 


17 ! 


6 


Waterford „ - - - 


- 


1 


- 


- 


2 


3 


- 


1 


5 


24 


106 


13 


7 


Waterford, City 




- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


- 


- 


1 


9 


36 


4 1 


2 


Westmeath, County 




1 


- 


- 


4 


- 


2 


1 


0 


45 


191 


28 


8 


Wexford - „ 




1 


- 


- ! 


3 


3 


1 


1 


7 


48 


222 


15 


g 


Wicklow - „ 


“ 


1 




1 | 


1 


- 


3 


1 


5 


30 


139 


32 


7 


Totals - - - 


6 


22 


8 


6 


70 1 


80 


58 


38 


219 


1,393 


6,083 


803 


284 


Reserved Force 


- 




- 




2 1 


- 


- 


4 


- 


2! | 


80 


30 


20 


Totals - - - I 


5 


22 


8 


6 


72 | 


80 


68 


42 


219 I 


1,419 


6,163 


923 


304 



Inspector-general 
Deputy inspectors-general - 
Provincial Inspectors 
Receiver - - - 

Surgeon - - - - 

Veterinary Surgeon 
Paymasters - - - 

County Inspectors, 1st Rate 
Ditto - - - 2d ditto 
Ditto - - - 3d ditto 



Constabulary Office, Dublin Castle, 
1 April 1843. 



} 



Recapitulation. 



2 



1 

1 

18 

5 

22 

8 



Sub-Inspectors, Extra Rate 
Ditto - - - 1st Rate - 

Ditto - - - 2d ditto - 

Ditto - - - 3d ditto - 

Head Constables, 1st Rate - 
Ditto - - - 2d ditto - 

Constables - 
Sub-Constables, 1st Rate - 
Ditto - - - 2d ditto - 



Horses 



6 

72 



58 

42 

- 219 

- 1,419 

- 1,163 

923 

Total - - - 9,043 
304 



D. M'Gregor, 

Inspector-general. 



No. 2. 

STATEMENT of the ■whole Expenditure upon the Constabulary Force of Ireland, in each County, County of 
a City, and County of a Town, for the Year ended 31st December 1842. 



COUNTY, CITY AND TOWN. 



Antrim 

Armagh 

Carlow 

Carrickfergns, Town - 

Cavan 

Glare 
Cork - 

Cork, City 

Donegal - 

Down - . 

Drogheda, Town - 
Dublin 

Fermanagh - 

Galway . 

Galway, Town .... 

Kerry 

Kildare . 

Kilkenny - 

Kilkenny, City - 
King’s 

teitrim 

Constabulary Office, Dublin,! 
1 April 1843. j 



5* 
3 l 

n 

Si 

Si 
4* 
10 I 



10,787 17 
7,400 5 
8,008 0 
179 18 
9,782 7 
15,366 2 
27,237 14 
6,017 
12,089 
9)433 
555 9 11 i 
10,604 6 4 J 
6,954 2 7 i 
23,702 3 1 i 
1,870 13 10 J 
10,402 11 5 1 

12,573 19 3 i 
18,668 10 5 i 

1,008 1 2 
13,681 2 11 £ 
9,245 7 5 J 



COUNTY, CITY AND TOWN. 



Limerick 

Limerick, City 

Londonderry 

Longford 

Louth - 

Mayo - 

Meath - 

Monaghan 

Queen’s 

Roscommon - 

Sligo 

Tipperary 

Tyrone - 

Waterford 

Waterford, City 

Westmeath - 

Wexford 

Wicklow 

Reserve 



£ 


s. 


d. 


17,720 


17 


11 


3,7G4 


11 


8* 


5,277 


11 


4i 


8,823 


14 




9,440 


11 


7 


14,090 


4 


6* 


15,327 


7 


7* 


0,699 


4 


6 l 


15,176 


14 


5 


12,722 


3 




8,995 


7 


s* 


40,823 


11 


-i 


7,746 


7 


3i 


8,383 


11 




2,156 


13 


9 


12,361 


8 


3* 


13,338 


4 


7* 


10,505 


13 


7 i 


4,794 


10 


10 J 


432,662 


10 


i j 



Richard Cane. 
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No. 3. 

SUMMARY of the Total Amount of Force employed on the 1st January 1843, and of the Total Expenditure 
upon the said Constabulary Force, for the whole of Ireland, for the Year ended at that Period ; showing the 
Proportion of such Total Expense borne on the Consolidated Fund, and the Amount borne by the Counties Cities 
and Towns. 



Number. 








Proportion borne 




RANK. 




Total Extensa. 


on the 


. by ~ . 










Consolidated Fund. 


and Towns. 








£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


I 


Inspector-general - 


. 








2 


Deputy Inspectors-general 
Provincial Inspectors 


- 








2 


... 








1 


Receiver ----- 


... 








1 

1 


Surgeon 

Veterinary Surgeon - 


- 








18 


Paymasters - 


. 








5 


County Inspectors, 1st Rate 


- 








22 


- - ditto - - 2d ditto 


. 








8 


- - ditto - - 3d ditto 


. 








G 

72 


Sub-Inspectors, Extra Rate 
- - ditto - - 1st Rate 




,441,605 5 11 J 


203,473 5 2 


178,132 - 9J 


80 


- - ditto - - 2d ditto 


. 








58 


- - ditto - - 3d ditto 


- 








42 


Head Constables, 1st Rate 










219 


- - ditto - - 2d ditto 










1,419 


Constables - 










6,163 


Sub-Constables, 1st Rato - 










923 


- - ditto - - 2d ditto - 










304 


Horses ----- 










58 


Magistrates - 


. 









Constabulary Office, Dublin,"! 

1 April 1843. J Richard Cane. 



(A.) 

RETURN of tie Suum and Aliowahces of the Cosstauhlaky Foitou of Iiioiamd on the 1st Jomuuy 1843. 



Inspector-General : 

Salary per annum 

Extra pay for every day on duty, at such 
distance as to be detained from his 
home for the night, 1 l. 

Travelling allowance, at If. 6 s. per mile, 
going to and returning from such duty 
Salary of Clerks in Inspector-general’s 
office 

1st Deputy Inspector-General:. 
Salary per annum . 

Extra pay and travelling allowance same 
as Inspector-general. " 

2d Deputy Inspfxtor-General: 
Salary per annum 

Extra pay and travelling allowance same 
as Inspector-general. 

Receiver : 

Salary per annum - 
Ditto for Clerks and office 



Annual Salaries 
Allowances. 




Annual Salaries 
and 

Allowances. 


£. s. d. 


Surgeon : 


£. s. d. 


1,500 - - 


Salary per annum - 


300 - - 




Veterinary Surgeon: 
Salary per annum - 


70 - - 


1,000 - - 


Travelling Allowance, at 1 $. per mile, 
for going to fairs five miles distant 
trom Dublin, to inspect horses pur- 
chased for the Constabulary. 




1,200 - - 


Provincial Inspector: 
Salary per annum _ 


500 - - 


800 - - 

600 - - 
COO - - 


Extra pay for every day on duty, at such 
a distance as to be detained from his 
home for the night, 10 s. 

Travelling allowance, when ordered on 
duty to any distance above 20 miles 
from his station, at the rate of 1 s. per 
mile, going and returning. 




Forage for two horses, at 2 s. per diem 
each. r 
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Provincial Inspector — continued. 



Stationery, commuted allowance (exclu- 
sive of books and printed returns) per - 
annum ------ 



Postage : Actual expense, per Postmaster’s 
receipt, to be certified at the foot of the 
quarterly account that the letters were 
on the Public Service. 



Por an office, and for fuel and candles for 
the same, annually - 



Magistrates : 



As per Return hereunto annexed, marked 
(B.) 



Annual Salaries 
Allowances. 



County Inspector, 1st Rate: 
Salary per annum - - - - 

Extra pay at 8 s. per diem, while attend- 
ing Assizes, Quarter Sessions and Elec- 



tions, or ori any duty which necessarily 
detains him from his home during the 
night, and fi d. per mile, when called on 
duty above 20 miles from his residence. 



Forage for two horses, at 2 s. per diem 
each. 



Stationery, commuted allowance (exclu- 
sive of books and printed returns) per 
annum ------ 



Postage: Actual expense, per Postmaster’s 
receipt, and certificate that all the let- 
ters were on the Public Service. 



For an office, and fuel and candles for the 
same, annually - - - - - 



County Inspector, 2d Rate : 
Salary per annum - - - - 



Extra pay and travelling allowance same 
as 1st Rate. 



County Inspector, 3d Rat 
Salary per annum 



Extra pay and travelling allowance same 
as 1 st Rate. 



Forage, stationery, postage, and allowance 
for an office, same as 1 st Rate. 



Sub-Inspector, extra Rate: 
Salary per annum .... 

Extra pay at 7 s. per diem, while attend- 
ing Assizes, Quarter Sessions, Elections, 
or on any duty by which he is neces- 
sarily detained from home during the 
mght, and fl d. per mile for every mile 
travelled above 40. 



Forage for one horse, at 2 s. per diem. 
Stationery, commuted allowance (exclu- 
sive ot books and printed returns) per 



Postage : Actual expense on postmaster’s 
receipt, and certificate of the letters 
being on the Public Service. 



(262. App.) 



Sub-Inspector, 1st Rate : 
Salary per annum 



Extra pay and travelling allowance, 
same as extra Rate. 



Annual Salariw 
Allowances. 



Forage, stationery and postage, same as 
extra Rate. 



Sub-Inspector, 2d Rate: 
Salary per annum 



Extra pay at 5 s. per diem, and travelling 
allowance same as extra Rate. 



Forage, Stationery and Postage, same as 
extra Rate. 



Sub-Inspector, 3d Rate: 



Salary per annum - 
Extra pay at 5 s. per diem, and travelling 
allowance same as extra rate. 



Forage, Stationery and Postage, same 
as extra rate. 



Paymaster : 
Salary per annum 



Extra pay at 7 s. jTer diem, while attend- 



l Assizes o 



-oad Sessions. 

Travelling allowance at 1 s. per mile on 
said duty. 

Stationery, commuted allowance (exclu- 
sive of books and printed returns) per 
annum . 



Postage: Actual expense vouched by 
postmaster’s receipt, and certificate 
that all the letters were on the Public 
Service. 

Clerk: an eligible constable or sub ditto, 
to be allotted for this duty. 

For an office, and fuel and candles for 
the same, per annum 



Head Constable, 1st Rate: 
Salary per annum - 
Extra pay, at Is. 6d. per diem, on all 
duties on which necessarily detained 
from home for the night, and for every 
day on a march from one county to 
another. 



Head Constable, 2d Rate: 
Salary per annum - 
Extra pay and marching allowance same 



as 1st Rate. 



Mounted Constable 
Salary per annum 



Extra pay at Is. per diem while attend- 
ing Assizes or Quarter Sessions as a 
witness, but 6 d. per diem if on duty 
only there, or at Elections, or any 
other service by which lie is necessarily 
detsined from liis home during the 
night. 

Travelling allowance at Is. per diem 
when on a march from one county to 
another, but no extra pay for the same 
period. 



Q Q 3 
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Annual Salaries 
and 




Annual Salaries 




Allowances. 




Allowances. 


Mo unted Constable — continued. 


£. s. d. 


Constable— continued. 


£. s. d. 


Forage for one horse, at l s. 8 d. per diem, 
if at livery, actual expense not exceed- 
ing 2 s., and if at grass, actual expense 
not exceeding the rate of the neighbour- 
hood. 

For repairs of horse appointments 9 s. 4 d. 
per annum. 

For repairs of arms and accoutrements 
3 s. per annum. 

For lodging allowance where there is no 
barrack accommodation, at a rate not 
exceeding 6 s. per month. 




For repairs of arms and accoutrements 
same as mounted constable. 

For lodging allowance same as mounted 
constable. 

Sub-Constable, 1st Rate: 

Salary per annum 

Extra pay and travelling allowance same 
as constable. 

For repairs of arms and accoutrements 
same as constable. 

For lodging allowance same as con- 
stable. 


27 14 - 


Constable : 




Sub-Constable, 2d Rate : 




Salary per annum - - - - 

Extra pay and travelling, allowance same 
as mounted constable. 


32 7 - 


Salary per annum - 

Extra pay and other allowances same as 
constable. 


24 - - 



In addition to the allowances specified under each rank there are the following,- viz. 

Compensation for clothing when not supplied in kind, at 2s. 7 d. per month. 

Medical allowance at Gd- per month for each county and sub-inspector, head constable, constable and sub- 
constable. 

Rent and expense ofa store, at 10 l. per annum, in each county and riding. 

Allowance to two drill constables for provincial dop&ts, at 6 l. per annum each. 

Allowance for the purchase ofa public horse, 23 1 

Stationery for each constable in charge of a station, at 6 d. per month. 

Allowance for fuel and light for a guard at each barrack station, not exceeding 5 1. per annum. 

Allowance to head and other constables and enb-constabIes absent from home on duty in plain clothes ; viz, 
To a head constable in the country, 3 s. per night. 

Ditto - - - in Dublin -4 s. „ 

Ditto - - - in England -5 s. „ 

To a constable or sub-constable in the country, 2 s. - d. per night. 



Ditto - -- -- -- in Dublin - 2 s. 6 d. 

Ditto - -- -- -- in England - 3 s. 6 d. 



Allowance for straw for bedding at 2 d. per month for ach head and other constable and sub-constable. 



Constabulary Office, Dublin, 
1 April 1843. 



} 



Richard Cane. 



(B.) 



RETURN of Stipendiary Magistrates existing on the 1 st January 1843, showing their Numbers, and Rates 
of Salaries and Allowances. 





Salary 






Forage 


Stationery 




Allowance 






Travelling 


of 


per 




Allowance 


Allowance 


per 


£ 


for 

a Clerk, 


in lieu 


Extra Pay. 


Magistrates. 


Annum. 




Annum. 


Diem 






per Annum. 


Orderly. 








£. s. 


d. 


£. s. d. 


S. d. 


£. 


- 






10«. per night 


At 1 s. per 


One 


1,000 - 


- ' 


nil. 


nil. 


8 


_ 


. 

36 ' 




while absent on 


mile going and 


One 


G67 7 


7 


184 ]2 4 


nil. 


8 




36 




duty at such a 
distance as to 


returning from 
duty at any 


Three 


605 7 


- 


nil. 


nil. 


8 


_ 


36 


2*. id. per 
diem from 


be necessarily ' 


place more than 


One 


500 - 


- 


nil. 


4 - i 


8 


- 


36 


detained from 
home for the 


20 miles* dis- 


Twr 


461 10 


9 


184 12 4 


nil. 


8 


_ 


36 


the 1st Jan. 


night. 


home, deduct- 


Eleven - 
Thirty-six 


400 - 
400 - 




100 - - 
nil. 


4 - 
4 - 


8 

8 


- 


36 

36 




ing 20 miles 
going and 20 
returning. 


Three 


550 - 




nil. 


4 - 


8 


- 


38 


1 







Constabulary Office, Dublin 
1 April 1843. 



’} 



Richard Cans. 



STATEMENT 
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A STATEMENT of the Amount of Constabulary Force in each County, County of a City, and County of 
a Town, in Ireland, on the 1st January 1844 (pursuant to Act of Parliament, 6 Will. 4, c. 13, s. 57). 



No. 1. 

Effective Strength of the Force in Counties, Cities and Towns, on the 1st January 1844. 





County Inspectors. 


Sub-Inspectors. 


Head Constables. 


Constables. 


Sub-Constables. 


Horses. 


AND TOWNS. 


1st 2d 3d 

Rate. Rate. Rate. 


Extra 

Rate. 


1st 

Rate. 


2d 

late. 


3d 

Rate. 


1st 

Rate. 


2d 

Rate. 


1st 

Rate. 


2d 

Rate. 


Antrim, County 


1 


_ 


2 


_ 


4 


1 


6 


33 


116 


20 


8 


Armagh „ - 


1 


- 


1 


3 


1 


1 


4 


23 


104 


13 


0 


Carlow „ - 


1 


- 


2 


1 


1 


l 


6 


26 


115 


24 


6 


Carrickfergus, Town 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


4 




- 


Cavan, County 


1 


- 


2 


2 


3 


1 


8 


20 


123 


26 


9 


Clare „ 


1 


- 


3 


3 


2 


1 


6 


60 


223 


20 


10 


Cork, East Riding - 


1 


1 


4 


2 


2 


1 


10 


68 


’323 


23 


11 


Cork, West Riding - 


1 


- 


3 


3 


2 


l 


8 


36 


167 


13 


10 


Cork, City - 


" 




1 


" 




1 


1 


17 


79 


4 


4 


Donegal, County 


1 


- 


3 


2 


2 


1 


0 


37 


179 


11 


10 


Down „ - 


1 


1 


1 


3 


1 


I 


6 


26 


114 


28 


8 


Drogheda, Town 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


- 


2 


10 


1 


- 


Dublin, County 


1 




2 


1 


2 


1 


5 


37 


155 


38 


8 


Fermanagh „ - 


1 


- 


2 


1 


2 


1 


3 


18 


81 


11 


7 


Galway, East Riding 


1 


1 


1 


3 


1 


1 


6 


40 


190 


14 


8 


Galway, West Riding 


1 


- 


3 


2 


2 


1 


0 


40 


i:c 


39 


9 


Galway, Town - 






1 


" 


“ 


- 


1 


5 


20 


5 


1 


Kerry, County 


1 


- 


- 


4 


2 


1 


6 


28 


123 


16 


8 


Kildare „ 


1 


I 


- 


2 


1 


1 


5 


41 


185 


22 


7 


Kilkenny „ 


1 


- 


1 


4 


2 


1 


8 


63 


296 


20 


10 


Kilkenny, City 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


4 


25 


- 


- 


King’s County 


1 


- 


1 


2 


2 


1 


5 


49 


209 


39 


7 


Leitrim „ 


1 - 


_ 


1 


2 


2 


1 


6 


27 


126 


2 


7 


Limerick „ 


1 


- 


1 


4 


1 


1 


0 


62 


209 


19 


9 


Limerick, City 


- 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


1 


8 


35 


2 


1 


Londonderry, County 


1 


- 


3 


1 


- 


1 


4 


16 


54 


14 


6 


Longford - „ - 


1 


- 


2 


1 


1 


1 


4 


25 


118 


14 


6 


Louth - „ - 


1 




1 


3 


1 


1 


5 


28 


119 


26 


7 


Mayo - „ - 


- 1 


1 


3 


1 


2 


1 


9 


45 


190 


32 


11 


Meath - „ - 


1 


- 


1 


3 


3 


1 


7 


52 


220 


43 


9 


Monaghau - „ - 


1 


- 


- 


2 


2 


1 


4 


24 


110 


14 


6 


Queen’s - „ - 


1 


- 


2 


4 


1 


1 


9 


49 


195 


48 


10 


Roscommon „ - 


1 


- 


.3 


2 


1 


1 


6 


40 


146 


28 


8 


Sli g° „ - 


- 1 


- 


2 


2 


1 


1 


5 


31 


130 


24 


7 


Tipperary, North Riding - 


1 


- 


1 


4 


1 


1 


7 


73 


305 


18 


7 


Tipperary, South Riding - 


1 




2 


3 


2 


1 


8 


74 


349 


21 


10 
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COUNTIES, CITIES 
AND TOWNS. 


| County Inspectors. 


Sub-Inspectors. 


Head Constables. 


Constables, j 


Sub-Constables. 


" ‘ 


lit 

Kate. 


2d 

Rate. 


3d 

Rate. 


Extra 

Rate. 


I 1st 
Rate. 


2d 

Rate. 


3d 

Rate. 


1st 

Rate. 


2d 

Rate. 


1st 

Rate. 


2d 1 
Rate. 


Tyrone, County 


_ 


1 


_ 


- 


1 


2 


2 


1 


5 


24 


114 


12 


7 


Waterford „ - - 


- 


1 


" 


" 


1 


3 


1 


1 


6 


25 


92 


8 


7 


Waterford, City 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


“ 


- 


1 


9 


38 


2 j 


2 


Westmeath, County - 


- 


1 1 


- 


- 


4 


- 


2 


1 


6 


44 


204 


23 


8 


Wexford ,, 


- 


1 


- 


“ 


1 


4 1 


1 


1 


8 


44 


202 


13 


9 


Wicklow „ - - 


- 


1 




1 


- 


1 


3 


1 


5 


31 


146 ' 


'25 


7 


Totals - - - 


5 


22 


8 


G , 


63 


81 


69 


37 


222 


1,403 


6,251 


770 


291 


Reserve Force at Depot - 


- 


- 


- 


- 


2 


- 


- 


4 


- 


34 


1G6 


- 


20 


Totals - - - 




5 


22 


8 


6 


^65 


81 


69 


41 


222 


1,437 


0,417 


770 


311 



Recapitulation. 





General 












Force. 


Force. 




Force. 




Inspector-general - 


1 


_ 


Sub-Inspectors, extra Rate 


6 ' 




Deputy Inspectors-general 


2 , 


- 


Ditto - - 1st ditto 






Provincial Inspectors 


2 


- 


Ditto - - 2d ditto 


81 




Receiver ------ 


1 


- 


Ditto - - 3d ditto 






Surgeon ------ 


■ 


- 


Head Constables, 1 st Rate 


37 




Veterinary Surgeon - - - - 


1 


- 








Paymasters - 


18 


- 


Constables ----- 






County Inspectors, 1st Rate 


5 


- 


Sub-Constables, 1st Rate - - - 






Ditto - - - 2d ditto 


22 


- 










8 


.- 














Total - - - 


8,953 j 


206 








Horses - 


291 


20 


Constabulary Office, Dublin Castle,! 






— 






1C February 1844. 






D. M'GuEGon. 



No. 2. 

STATEMENT of the whole Eipikditum upon the Ctinunm Fo«o, of Irauau, in each County, County of a 
City, and County of a Town, for the Yeav ended 81st December 1848. 



COUNTY, CITY AND TOWN. 



Antrim, County - 
Armagh „ 

Carlow „ 
Carrickfergus, Town 
Cavan, County 
Clare 

Cork „ 

CoTk, City - 
Donegal, County - 
Down „ 

Drogheda, Town - 
Dublin, County 
Fermanagh „ 
Galway „ 

Galway, Town 
Kerry, County 
Kildare „ - 
Kilkenny „ - 
Kilkenny, City 
King’s County 
Leitrim „ - 



Constabulary Office, Dublin,! 
22 March 1844. j 



s. 



1 J 
04 



5f 



10,767 
7,627 14 
8,140 4 

182 9 
9,696 13 
16,423 16 
27,746 14 
3,662 17 
12,623 9 
8,823 - 
493 
10,092 19 11 
0,656 16 2 1 
26,506 1 9 1 
1,623 14 10 £ 
9,772 ft ft 
11,134 . 
18,868 14 
1,121 . 
13,793 3 
8,162 



44 

64 

8 * 

74 



COUNTY, CITY AND TOWN. 



Limerick, County 
Limerick, City - 
Londonderry, County 
Longford - 
Louth 
Mayo 
Meath 
Monaghan - 
Queeirs 
Roscommon 
Sligo - 
Tipperary - 
Tyrone 
W aterford - 
Waterford, City - 
Westmeath, County 
Wexford - „ 
Wicklow - ,, 

Reserve Force 



Note .— This is a perfect Return. 



£. s. d. 
17,437 8 9 4 

3.008 17 7j 

6,454 9 10 1 

8,087 14 6 4 
8,417 5 -4 

13,805 12 4 4 
13,006 1 7 4 
7,233 2 1 1 
12,804 4 4 4 
13,354 6 6 J 
9,094 6 6 
39,677 - 8 4 

8.009 11 8 
8,909 3 - 
1,040 14 6 4 

12,377 1 4 | 
12,335 16 11 4 
9,904 14 2 
8,809 3 2 4 



£. 427,122 6 1 i 



W. Cane, 

Receiver. 



No. 3. 
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No. 3. 

SUMMARY of the Total Amount of Force employed or the let January l 8U , and of the Total Eleekmiere 
npon the sard Oonetabu lory Force, for the whole of Ireland, for the Year ended, at that Period ; ehowino the 
Proportion of such Total Ea-penac borne on the Consolidated Feud, and the Amount borne by Counties, Cities 
and Towns. 











Proportion borne 


Amount borne 


Number. 


RANK. 




Total Expense- 


on the 


Counties, Cities 











Consolidated Fund. 


and Towns. 


1 


Inspector-general ... 




£. s. cL 


£■ s. cl. 


£. s. cl. 


■2 


Deputy Inspectors-gencral 


- 








1 


Provincial Inspectors 
Receiver 


- 








1 

1 


Surgeon ----- 
Veterinary Surgeon - - - 


- 








18 


Paymasters .... 


- 








5 


County Inspectors, 1 st Rate 


- 








22 


- - ditto - - 2d ditto 


- 








8 


- - ditto - - 3d ditto 


. 








G 

Go 


Sub -Inspectors, extra Rate 
- - ditto - - 1st Rate 




436,152 10 81 


264,414 9 - 


171,738 1 8£ 


81 


- - ditto - - 2d ditto 


. 








59 


- - ditto - - 3d ditto 


- 








41 


Head Constables, 1st Rate 


- 








222 


- - ditto - - 2d ditto 


- 








1,437 


Constables - 


. 








6,417 


Sub-ConBtables, 1 st Rate - 


- 








770 


- - ditto - 2 d ditto - 


- 








311 


Horses ----- 










60 


Magistrates ... - 


. 









Constabulary Office, Dublin,') 
22 March 1844. J 



Note . — This is a perfect Return. 



A. W. Cane, 

Receiver. 



(A.) 

RETURN of the Salaries and Allowances of the Constabci 



y Force of Ireland or the 1 st January 1844. 



Inspector- General : 

Salary per annum - 
Extra pay for every day on duty, at such 
a distance as to be detained from his 
home for the night, 1 1. 

Travelling allowance, at 1 s. 6 cl. per mile, 
going to and returning from such duty. 
Salary of Clerks iu Inspector-general’s 
office - 

1st Deputy Inspector-General: 
Salary per annum - 
Extra pay and travelling allowance same 
as Inspector-general. 

2d Deputy Inspector-General: 
Salary per annum - 
Extra pay and travelling allowance same 
as Inspector-general. 

Receiver : 

Salary per annum - 
Ditto for Clerks and office 

(262. App.) 



Annual Salaries 
Allowances. 




Annual Salaries 
and 

Allowances. 


£. s. cl. 


Surgeon : 


£. s. d. 


1,500 - - 


Salary per annum - 


300 - - 




Veterinary Surgeon ; 




1,000 - - 


Salary per annum - 

Travelling allowance, at 1 s. per mile, for 
going to fairs five miles distant from 
Dublin to inspect horses purchased 
for the constabulary. 


70 - - 


1,200 - - 


Provincial Inspectors : 






Salary per annum - - - 


500 - - 


800 - - 


Extra pay for every day on duty, at such 
a distance as to be detained from his 
home for the night, 10 s. 




600 - - 

600 - - 


Travelling allowance, when ordered on 
duty to any distance above 20 miles 
from his station, at the rate of 1 s. per 
mile, going and returning. 

Forage for two horses, at 2 s. per diem 




R H 




( [continued ) 
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Annual Salaries 



Provincial Inspectors — continued. : 



Sob-Inspector, 1st Rate: 



Annual Salaries 
and 

Allowances. 



£• S. d. 



Stationery, commuted allowance (exclu- 
sive of books and printed returns), per 
annum - 

Postage: Actual expense, per postmas- 
ter’s receipt, to be certified at the foot 
of the quarterly account that the letters 
were on the Public Service. 

For an office, and for fuel and candles for 
the same, annually - 

Magistrates : 

As per Return hereunto annexed, marked 

(i) 



Salary per annum - - - . 150-- 

Extra pay and travelling allowance same 
as extra Rate. 

Forage, stationery and postage, same 
as extra Rate. 



Sub-Inspector, 2d Rate : 

Salary per annum - - - . 120 — - 

Extra pay at 5 s. per diem, and travel- 
ling allowance, same as extra Rate. 

Forage, stationery and postage, same 
as extra Rato. 



County Inspector, 1st Rate : 

Salary' per annum .... 298 - 

Extra pay at 8 s. per diem, while attend- 
ing Assizes, Quarter Sessions, Elec- 
tions, or on any duty which necessarily 
detains him from his home during the 
night, and 6 d. per mile when called on 
duty above 20 miles from his residence. 

Forage for two horses, at 2 s. per diem 
each. 

Stationery, commuted allowance (exclu- 
sive of books and printed returns), per 

annum - 8- 

Postage: Actual expense, per Postmas- 
ter’s receipt, and certificate that the 
letters were on the Public Service. 

For an office, and fuel and candles for the 
same, annually 18 5 



County Inspector, 2d Rate : 

Salary per annum - 
Extra pay and travelling allowance same 
as 1st Rate. 

Forage, stationery and postage, and al- 
lowance for an office, the same as 1st 
Rate. 



County Inspector, 3d Rate: 

Salary per annum - 
Extra pay and travelling allowance same 
as 1st Rate. 

Forage, sianonery and postage, and al- 
lowance for an office, the same as 1st 
Rato. 



260 - 



220 - 



Sub-Inspector, at Extra Rate : 

Salary per annum .... 

Extra pay at 7 s. per diem, while attend- 
ing Assizes, Quarter Sessions, Elec- 
tions, or on any duty by which he is 
necessarily detained from home during 
the night, and 6 d. per mile for every 
mile travelled above 40. 

Forage for one horse, at 2s. per diem. 

Stationery, commuted allowance (exclu- 
sive of books and printed returns), per 
annum - - . . r 

Postage: Actual expense on Postmas- 
ter s receipt, and certificate of the let- 
ters being on the Public Service. 



Sub-Inspector, 3d Rate : 

_ Salary per annum - 

Extra pay at 6 s. per diem, and travel- 
ling allowance, same as extra Rate. 
Forage, stationery and postage, same 
as extra Rate. 

Paymasters : 

Salary per annum ...» 

Extra pay at 7 s. per diem, while attend- 
ing Assizes or Road Sessions. 
Travelling allowance at 1 s. per mile on 
said duty. 

Stationery, commuted allowance (exclu- 
sive of books and printed returns), per 

annum 

Postage : Actual expense vouched by 
Postmaster’s receipt, and certificate 
that all the letters were on the Public 
Service. 

” Clerk : an eligible constable or sub ditto, 
to be allotted for this duty. 

For an office, and fuel and candles for 
the same, per annum 

Head Constable, 1st Rate: 
Salary per annum - 

Extra pay at Is. 6 d. per diem, on all 
_ duties on which necessarily detained 
frome home for the night, and for 
every day on a march from one county 
to another. 

Head Constable, 2d Rate : 

Salary per annum - 

Extra pay and marching allowance, same 
as first Rate. 

Mounted Constable : 

Salary per annum - 

Extra pay at 1 s. per diem, while attend- 
ing Assizes or Quarter Sessions as a 
witness, but 0 d . per diem if on duty 
only there, or at Elections, or on any 
other service by which he is necessa- 
rily detained from his home during 
the night. 

Travelling allowance at Is. per diem 
when on a march from one county to 
another, but no extra pav for the same 
period. 
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Mounted Constable — continued. 

Forage for one horse, at 1 $. 8 d. per diem ; 
if at livery, actual expense not exceed- 
ing 2 s. ; and if at grass, actual expense 
uot exceeding the rate of the neighbour- 
hood. 

For repairs of horse appointments, 9 s. 4 d. 
per annum. 

For repairs of arms and accoutrements, 
3 s. per annum. 

For lodging allowance where there is no 
barrack accommodation, at a rate not 
exceeding 6 s. per month. 

Constable : 

Salary per annum .... 

Extra pay and travelling allowance same 
as mounted constable. 



Annual Salaries 
Allowances. 




Annual Salaries 
Allowances. 


£. s. d. 


Constable — continued. 

For repairs of arms and accoutrements 
same as mounted constable. 

For lodging allowance same as mounted 
constable. 


£. s. d. 




Sub-Constable, 1st Rate : 






Salary per annum - 

Extra pay and travelling allowance same 
as constable.' 

For repairs of arms and accoutrements 
same as constable. 

For lodging allowance same as con- 
stable. 


27 14 - 




Sub-Constable, 2d Rate : 




32 7 - 


Salary per annum - 

Extra pay and other allowances same as 
constable. 


24 - - 



In addition to the allowances specified under each rank there arc the following; viz. 

Compensation for clothing, when not supplied in kind, at 2 s. 7 d. per month. 

Medical allowance at 0 d. per month for each county and sub-inspector, head constable, constable and sub-constable. 
Rent and expense of a store, at 10 l. per annum, in each county and riding. 

Allowance to drill constables for depbts, at 6 1. per annum each. 

Allowance for the purchase of a public horse, 23 l. 

Stationery for each constable in charge of a station, at G d. per month. 

Allowance for fuel and light for a guard at each barrack station, not exceeding 5 1. per annum. 



Allowance to head and other constables and sub-constables absent from home on duty in plain clothes; viz. 

To a head constable in the country, 3 s. per night. 

Ditto - - - in Dublin -4 s. „ 

Ditto - - - in England - 5 s. „ 

To a constable or sub-constable in the country, 2 s.- per night. 

Ditto - - in Dublin - 2 s. 6 a. „ 

Ditto - -- -- -- in England - 3 s. 6 d. „ 

Allowance for straw for bedding at 2d. per month for each head and other constable and sub-constable. 

Constabulary Office, Dublin,! A. W. Cane, 

22 March 1844. J Receiver. 



(B.) 

RETURN of Stipendiary Magistrates existing on the 1 st January 1844, showing their Numbers, and Rates of 
Salaries and Allowances. 



Number 


Salary 




Lodging 


Forage 


Stationery 


& 


Allowance 


Allowance 


Extra Pay. 


T ravelling 


of 


per 








per 




a Clerk 


of a Mounted 


Allowance. 


Magistrates. 


Annum. 




Annum. 


Diem. 


Anuum. 


£ 


per Annum. 


Orderly. 






£. S. 


d. 


£. s. d. 


s. d. 


£. 




£. 








One 


1,000 - 


_• 


- nil 


- nil - 


8 




36 




10 s. per night 


At 1 s. per 


One 


G77 7 


7 


184 12 4 ! 


- nil - 


8 




86 




while absent on 
any duty at such 


mile going and 
returning from 


Three 


G05 7 


— 


- nil - 


- nil - 


8 




36 




a distance as to 


duty at any 


Two 


401 10 


9 


184 12 4 


- nil - 


8 


& 


36 


2 s. 4 d. per 
diem from 


be necessarily 
detained from 


place more than 
20 miles dis- 


One 








4 - 


8 




36 


the 1st Jan. 


home for the 


tance from 


Eleven 


400 - 


_ 


100 


4 - 


8 


1 


86 


1840. 


night. 


home. 


Thirty 


400 - 


- 


- nil 


4 - 


8 




36 








Eleven - 


350 - 


“ 


- nil - 


4 - ; 


8 




36 - 


1 







Constabulary Office, Dublin,! 
22 March 1844. .f 




A. W. Cane, 

Receiver. 
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APPENDIX TO MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 



A STATEMENT of the Amount of Constabulary Force in each County, County of a City, and County of 
a Town, in Ireland, on the 1st of January 1845 (pursuant to Act of Parliament, (i Will. 4 c. 13, s. 57) 



No. 1. 



Effective Strength of the Force in Counties, Cities and Towns, on tie 1st January 1845. 



COUNTIES, CITIES 
AND TOWNS. 


County Inspectors. 


Sub-Inspectors. 


Head Constables. 


Constables. 


Sub- Constables. 


Horses. 


1st 

Rate. 


2d 

Rate. 


3d 

Rate. 


Extra 

Rate. 


1st 

Rate. 


2d 

Rnte. 


3d 

Rate 


1st 

Rate. 


2d 

Rate, 


1st 

Rnte. 


2d 

Rate. 


Antrim, County 


1 


_ 


_ 


_ 


o 


1 


3 


1 


6 


33 


148 


17 


8 


Armagh „ - 






1 


- 


1 


3 


1 


1 


5 


22 


102 


19 


7 


Carlow „ - 


- 


1 


- 


- 


2 


- 


2 


1 


4 


25 


114 


12 


G 


Carrickfergus, Town 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


4 


_ 




Cavan, County 


1 


- 


- 


- 


2 


2 


3 


1 


8 


33 


147 


33 


9 


Clave .... 


- 


1 


- 


- 


2 


2 


4 


1 


0 


54 


239 


31 


10 


Cork, East Riding - 


1 


- 


- 


- 


4 


2 


3 


1 


9 


00 


205 


47 


10 


Cork, West Riding - 


- 


1 


- 


- 


3 


2 


o 


1 


8 


30 


158 


25 


n 


Cork, City 


" 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


- 


1 


1 


17 


72 


11 


4 


Donegal, County 


- 


1 


- 


- 


3 


o 


2 


1 


9 


30 


181 


8 


10 


Down „ - 


- 


- 


1 


1 


1 


2 


2 


1 


G 


28 


124 


10 


S 


Drogcda, Town 


- 


- 


- 


- 


_ 


_ 


- 


1 


_ 


o 


11 




_ 


Dublin, County 


1 


- 




- 


2 


I 


1 


1 


5 


38 


147 


42 


s 


Fermanagh „ - 




- 


1 


- 


2 


1 


I 


1 


3 


18 


81 


12 


0 


•Galway, East Riding 


- 


1 


- 


I 


1 


3 


1 


1 


5 


40 


182 


25 


8 


Galway, West Riding 


- 


1 


- 


- 


3 


3 


1 


1 


8 


39 




13 


9 


Galway, Town 






- 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


1 


5 


24 


1 


1 


Kerry, County 


- 


- 


I 


- 


1 


3 


2 


1 


G 


28 


138 


18 




Kildare „ - - - 


- 


1 


- 


1 


- 


2 


I 


1 


0 


42 


172 


33 




Kilkenny „ 


- 


1 


- 


- 


1 


4 


3 


1 


8 


G4 


288 


23 


10 


Kilkenny, City 


- 


- 


- 


- 


_ 


_ 


_ 


_ 


1 


4 




0 




King’s County 


- 


1 


- 


- 


1 


2 


2 


1 


5 


47 


205 


42 


7 


Leitrim „ 


- 


1 


- 


- 


2 


2 


1 


1 


5 


20 


122 


13 


0 


Limerick „ - - - 


- 


I 


- 


- 


2 


3 


1 


1 


G 


(11 


291 


32 


8 


Limerick, City 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


- 


_ 


_ 


1 


8 




2 


1 


Londonderry, County 


- 


1 


- 




3 


1 


_ 


1 


4 


15 






0 


Longford „ - 




1 


- 


- 


2 


2 


_ 


1 


4 


2G 


112 




0 


Louth - „ 




1 


- 


- 


1 


2 


2 


1 


5 


09 


110 


24 


7 


itayo „ - 


- 


1 


- 


I 


3 


4 


1 


1 


9 


45 


203 


25 


11 


Meath - „ - 


- 


- 


1 


- 


- 


2 


6 


I 


8 


51 


232 


31 


9 


Monaghan - „ - 


- 




1 


- 


- 


2 


2 


1 


4 


23 


99 


25 


0 


Queen’s - „ . 


- 


1 


- 


I 


1 


4 


1 


I 


8 


49 


217 


32 


9 




















































109 


09 




Sligo „ - 


- 


1 


- 


- 


1 


1 


2 


1 


5 


31 


130 


20 


7 


Tipperary, North Riding - 


- 


1 


- 


- 


2 


2 


2 


2 


G 






00 


9 


Tipperary, South Riding - 




1 


“ 


~ 


* 


2 


3 


2 


7 


74 


323 


44 


10 
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COUNTIES, CITIES 
AND TOWNS. 


County Inspectors. j 


Sub-Inspectors. 


Head Constables. 1 




Sub-Constables. | 




1st 

Rate. 


1 

2d 1 
Rate. 


3d 

Rate. 


Extra 

Rate. 


1st 

Rate. 


2d 

Rate. 


3d 

Rate. 


1st 

Rate. 


2d 

Rate. 


Constables. | 


1st 

Rate. 


2d ! 
Bate. | 


Tyrone, County 


1 


1 






- 


2 


3 ! 


1 


5 


25 


112 


j 

13 j 


7 


Waterford „ 


“ 


l ; 




- 




4 


1 


1 


4 


25 


108 


13 


1 7 


Waterford, City 


“ 


- 


“ 


- 


1 


“ 


- 


~ 


1 


7 


30 


1 


I 2 


Westmeath, County - 




- 


1 


- 


4 




2 


1 


6 


45 


195 


31 


1 3 


Wexford - » 


- 


l 


- 


“ 


2 


3 


1 


1 


7 


44 


190 


22 


9 


Wicklow a 




l 




1 


- 


2 


2 


1 


5 


31 


154 


18 


7 


Totals - - - 




2S 


8 


0 


02 


75 


65 


39 


217 


1,425 


6,280 


963 


288 


Reserve Force at Depbt - 


- 


- 


- 


- 


2 


- 


- 


4 


- 


33 | 


88 


76 


1 “ 


Totals - - - 


5 


22 


8 


0 


64 


75 


65 


| 43 


217 


1,458 | 


6,308 


1,039 


1 289 



Recapit ulation. 





General 


Reserve 










Fora. 


Fore. 




Force. 


Force. 


Inspector-General - 


1 


_ • 


Sub-Inspectors, extra Rate 


G 


_ 


Deputy Inspectors-general 


2 


- 


Ditto - - 1 st - „ 


62 


2 


Provincial Inspectors ... 


2 




Ditto - - 2 d - „ 


75 


- 




1 


- 


Ditto •• - 3d - „ - - 


(15 


— 


Surgeon ------ 


1 


- 


Hoad Constables, 1st „ - - 


39 


4 


Veterinary Surgeon - - - - 


1 


- 


Ditto - - - 2d „ 


217 


- 


Paymasters ----- 


18 


- 


Constables ----- 


1,425 


33 


County Inspectors, 1st Rate 


5 


- 


Sub-Constables, 1 st Rate - - - 


0,280 


SS 


Ditto - - - 2d ditto 


22 


- 


Ditto - - 2d „ 


963 


76 


Ditto - - - 3d ditto 


8 


- 














Total - - - 


9,193 


203 








Horses ------ 


2S8 


22 



Constabulary Office, Dublin Castle, "1 p M'G regoh I G 

10 April 1845. J * ’ 



No. 2. 



STATEMENT of the whole Expenditure upon the Constabulary Force of Ireland, in each County, County 
of a City, and County of a Town, for the Year ended 31st December 1844. 



COUNTY, CITY AND TOWN. 


W'liole Expenditure 
fur each. 


COUNTY, CITY AND TOWN. 


Whole Expenditure 
for each. 








£. 


S. 


d. 




£. 


s. 


(t. 


Antrim - - - 








_ 


4 J 


Limerick 


18,900 


0 


1 h 


Armagh 








17 


11 f 


Limerick, City - 


3,248 


9 


7* 


Carlow - - . 


. 


_ 


7,648 


1 


-i 


Londonderry ... - 


5,111 


17 


9-i 


Carrickfergus 


. 


- 


177 


4 


og 


Longford ----- 


8,201 


15 


H4 


Cavan - 










8 i 


Louth 


8,017 


2 




Clare - 






15,550 


13 




Mayo 


14,869 


1 


10 


Cork - 








o, 


- J 


Meath ------ 


14,349 


16 


-i 


Cork, Citv - 


. 




4,109 


17 


ii i 


Monaghan ----- 


7,272 


5 


-* 


Donegal 


. 


_ 


11,027 


10 


i 


Queen’s ----- 


13,241 


5 


l 4 


Down - 




. 






n i 


Roscommon ... - 


14,499 


10 


04 


Drogheda 


. 


. 


500 


8 


7 


Sligo ------ 


9,186 


11 


»4 


Dublin - - - 


- 


_ 


10,080 


5 


11 4 


Tipperary ----- 


46,769 


14 




Fermanagh - 




_ 




19 


4 i 


Tyrone ----- 


7,599 


B 


8* 


Galway 










10 h 


Waterford ----- 


9,701 


15 


8 


Galway, Town 


. 


. 








Waterford, City - 


2,022 


5 


7:} 


Kerry - 








12 


7 i 


Westmeath ----- 


12,910 


10 


4 4 


Kildare 










7 J 


Wexford ----- 


11,880 


- 


sj 


Kilkenny 


. 








5 i 


Wicklow ----- 


10,125 


14 


4 4 


Kilkenny, Citv 


. ■ 


- 


1,045 


10 


3i 


Reserve Force - 


10,351 


10 


7 S 


King's - 


_ 


_ 


13,473 


15 


0* 






— 




Leitrim 


- 


- 


8,149 


6 


8 4 


Total 


442,392 


14 


2ft 














— 




— 





Constabulary Office, Dublin Castle, \ 
10 April 1845. J 




A. B. Cane, 

Receiver. 
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APPENDIX TO MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 



No. 3. 

SUMMARY of the Total Amount of Force employed on the 1st January 1845, and of the Total Expenditure 
upon the said Constabulary Force, for the whole of Ibeland, for the Year ended at that Period ; showing the Pro- 
portion of such Total Expense borne on the Consolidated Fund, and the Amount borne by Counties, Cities and 
Towns. 



Numoer. 


RANK. 


Total Expenses. 


Proportions l)orno 
Consolidated Fund. 


Amount borne 

_ !, y 

Counties, Cities 
and Towns. 






£. s. d. 






1 


Inspector-general - - - - - 








2 


Deputy I nspectors-general ... - 








2 


Provincial Inspectors ----- 








1 


Receiver -------- 








1 


Surgeon ----- - - - 








1 


Veterinary Surgeon ------ 








18 


Paymasters - - 








5 


County Inspectors, 1st Rate - 








22 


- - ditto - - 2d ditto - 








8 


- - ditto - - 3d ditto - 








6 


Sub-Inspectors, extra Rate - 


451,577 1 11 i 


271,497 - 8£ 


180,080 1 3 


64 


- - ditto - - 1 st Rate - 








75 


- - ditto - - 2d ditto - 








65 


- - ditto - - 3d ditto - 








43 


Dead Constables, 1st Kate 








217 


- - ditto - - 2d ditto .... 








1,458 


Constables 








6,368 


Sub-Constables, 1st Rate 








1,039 


- - ditto - - 2d ditto ----- 








310 


Horses -------- 








60 


Magistrates ------- 









Constabulary Office, Dublin, 1 
10 April 1845. j 



A. B. Cane, 

Receiver. 



(A.) 

RETURN of lie Siums and Aniowincis of the ConsiiiouEY Pone* of Imlaxd on the 1 st January 1815. 



Inspector-General : 

Salary per annum - 
Extra pay for every day on duty, at such 
a distance as to be detained from his 
home for the night, 1 1. 

Tarveiling allowance, at 1 s. 6 cl. per mile, 
going to and returning from such duty. 
Salary of Clerks in Inspector-general’s 
office 



1st Deputy Inspector-General : 
Salary per annum .... 

Extra pay and travelling allowance same 
as Inspector-general. 

2d Deputy Inspector-General: 
Salary per annum - 

Extra pay and travelling allowance same 
as Inspector-general. 

Receiver : 

Salary per annum - 

Ditto - Clerks and office - 



Annual Salaries 
Allowances. 





Annual Salaries 
Allowances. 


£. s. d. 


Surgeon : 


£. s. cl 


1,500 - - 


Salary per annum - - - - 


300 - - 




Veterinary Surgeon : 






Salary per annum .... 


70 - - 


1,000 - - 


Travelling allowance, at 1 s. per mile, 
going to fares five miles distant from 
Dublin to inspect horses purchased 
for the constabulary. 




1,200 - - 


Provincial Inspector : 






Salary per annum - 


500 - - 


800 - - 


Extra pay for every day on duty, at such 
a distance as to be detained from liis 
home for the night, 10 s. 






Travelling allowance, when ordered on 
duty to any distance above 20 miles 
from his station, at the rate of 1 s. per 
mile going and returning. 




600 - - 

600 - - 


Foracre for two horses, at 2 s. per diem 
each. 
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Provin cial Inspector — continued. 

Stationery, commuted allowance (exclu- 
sive of books and printed returns) per 
annum ------ 

Postage: Actual expense, per postmas- 
ter's receipt, to be certified at the foot 
of tlie quarterly account, that the letters 
were on the Public Service. 

For an office, and fuel and candles for the 
same, annually - 

Magistrates : 

As per Return hereunto annexed, marked 

(BO 

County Inspector, 1st Rate : 

Salary per annum - 

Extra pay, at 8 tt. per diem, while attend- 
ing Assizes, Quarter Sessions, Elec- 
tions, or on any duty which necessarily 
detains him from his home during the 
night; and 0 d. per mile when called 
on duty above 20 miles from his re- 
sidence. 

Forage for two horses, at 2 s. per diem 
each. 

Stationery, commuted allowance per 
annum (exclusive of books and printed 
returns) ------ 

Postage : Actual expense, per postmas- 
ter’s receipt, and certificate that the 
letters were on the Public Service. 

For an office, and fuel and candles for the 
same annually - 



Countv Inspector, 2d Rate: 

Salary per annum - 

Extra pay and travelling allowance, same 
as 1st Rate. 

Forage, stationery, postage and allowance 
for an office the same os 1st Rate. 

County Inspector, 3d Rate: 

Salary per annum - 

Extra pay and travelling allowance same 
as 1st Itate. 

Forage, stationery, postago and allow- 
ance for an office the game as 1st Rate. 

Sub-Inspector, at extra Rate : 

Salary per annum - 

Extra pay, at 7 s. per diem, while attend- 
ing Assizes, Quarter Sessions, Elec- 
tions, or on any duty by which lie is 
necessarily detained from home during 
the night,, and 6 d. per mile for every 
mile travelled above 40. 

Forage for one horse, at 2 per diem. 

Stationery, commuted allowance (exclu- 
sive of books and printed returns), per 
annum - _ . . . 

Postage: Actual expense on Postmas- 
ter s receipt, and certificate of the let- 
ters being on Public Service. 

(262. App.) 







Annual Salaries 






Allowances. 


— 


Allowances. 


£. s. d. 


Sub-Inspector, 1st Rate: 


£. s. d. 




Salary per annum .... 


150 - - 


8 - - 


Extra pay and travelling allowance 
same as extra Rate. 

Forage, stationery and postage same 
as extra Rate. 

•Sub-Inspector, 2d Rate: 




18 5 - 


Salary per annum .... 

Extra pay, at 5 s. per diem, and travel- 
veiling allowance, same as extra Rate. 
Forage, stationery and postage same as 
extra Rate. 

* Sub-Inspector, 3d Rate : 


120 - - 


298 - - 


Salary per annum . 

Extra pav, at 5 s. per diem, and travel- 
ling allowance, same as extra Rate. 

• Ten of the most deserving of these 
classes get 10 1 . a year in addition for 
“ good services.” 

Paymaster : 


100 - - 




Salary per annum - 

Extra pay, at 7 s. per diem, while at- 
tending Assizes or Road Sessions. 
Travelling allowance, at 1 s. per mile on 


200 - - 




said duty. 

Stationery, commuted allowance (exclu- 
sive of books and printed returns) per 




18 5 - 


annum ------ 

Postage: Actual expense, vouched by 


8 - - 


Postmaster’s receipt, and certificate 
that all the letters were on the Public 
Service. 




250 - - 


Clerk: An eligible constable or sub- 
constable to be allotted for this duty. 
For an office, and fuel and caudles for 


18 5 - 




the same annually - 

Head Constable, 1st Rate : 




Salary per annum - 

Extra pay, at 1 s. 0 d. per diem, on all 


60 - - 


220 - - 


duties on which necessarily detained 
from home for the night; and for 
every day on a march from one county 
to another. 

Head Constable, 2d Rate: 






Salary per annum - 

Extra pay and marching allowance 


50 - - 


180 - - 


same ns 1st Rate. 
Mounted Constable: 






Salary per annum - 

Extra pay, at 1 s. per diem, while at- 
tending Assizes or Quarter Sessions 
as a witness ; but fl d. per diem if on 
duty only there, or at Elections, or on 
any other service by which he is ne- 
cessarily detained from his home 


32 7 - 


2 - - 


during the night. 

Travelling allowance, at l s. per diem, 
when on a march from one county to 
another, but no extra pay for the same 
period. 






R It 4 


(continued) 
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APPENDIX TO MINUTES OP EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 



Mounted Constable— continued. 

Forage for one horse, at 1 s. 8 d. per diem ; 
if at lively, actual expense not exceed- 
ing 3 s . ; aud if at grass, actual expense 
not exceeding the rate of the neigh- 
bourhood. 

For repairs of horse appointments, 
9 s. 4 d. per diem. 

For repairs of arms and accoutrements, 
3 x. per annum. 

For lodging allowance where there is no 
barrack accommodation, at a rate not 
exceeding 6 per month. 

Constable : 

Salary per annum - 

Extra pay and travelling allowance same 
as mounted constable. 



Annual Salaries 
Allowances. 




Annual Salaries 
Allowances. 


£. s. d. 


Con stable — continued. 


£• s. d. 




For repairs of arms and accoutrements 
same as mounted constable. . 

For lodging allowance same as mounted 
constable. 




Sub-Constable, 1st Rate : 






Salary per annum - 

Extra pay and travelling allowance 
same as coustable. 

For repairs of arms and accoutrements 
same as constable. 

For lodging allowance same as con- 
stable. 


27 14 - 


32 7 - 


Sub-Constable, 2d Rate : 

Salary per annum - 

Extra pay and other allowances same 
as constable. 


24 - - 



In 



addition to the allowances specified under each rank, there arc the following ; viz., 

Compensation for clothing when not supplied in kind, at 2 s. 7 d. per month. 

Medical allowance, at 6 d. per month, for each county and sub-inspector, head constable, constable and 
Pent and expense of a store, at 10 1. per annum, in each county and riding. 

Allowance to drill constables for depots, at 5 1. per annum each. 

Allowance for the purchase of a public horse, 23 /. 

Stationery for each constable in charge of a station, at 0 d. per month. 

Allowance for fuel and light for a guard at each barrack station, not exceeding 5 1. per annum. 



sub-constable. 



Allowance to head and other constables and sub-constables absent from home on duty in plain clothes • viz.. 

To a head constable in the country, 3 s. per night. 

Ditto - - - in Dublin - 4 s. „ 

Ditto - - - in England - 5 s. ., 

To a constable or sub-constable in the country, 2 s. - per night. 

Ditto in Dublin - 2 s. 6 d. „ 

Ditto in England - 3 s. 6 d. „ 

Allowance for straw for bedding, at 2 d. per month for each head and other constable and sub-constable. 
Constabulary Office, Dublin,! a -r 

10 Xpril 1815. ’} A - B C Tec,v„, 



(B.) 

RETURN of Stipendiary Magistrates casting on the 1st January 18-11, showing their Numbers, and Ratos 
of Salaries and Allowances. 



Number 


Salary 




Lodging 




Stationery 








— 




of 

Magistrates, j 


per 

Annum. 




Allowance 

Annum. 


Allowance 

per 

Diem. 


Diem. 


f 

S 


for 

a Clerk 
per Annum. 


of a Mounted 
Orderly. 


Extra Pay. 


Travelling 

Allowance. 




£. X. 


d. 


£. s. d. 


S. d. 


£. 




£. 










1,000 - 




- nil - 


- nil - 






36 -I 






1 0 s. per night 


At 1 .s', per 














while absent on 


mile going uthl 


Three 


605 7 


_ 


- nil - 


- nil - 






- nil - 






any duty at such 


returning from 
















a distance as to 


duty at any 


Two 


461 10 


9 


184 12 4 


- nil - 




s 


36 




2 s. 4 d. per 


bo necessarily 


place more than 








CU 




detained from 


20 miles from 


One 


500 - 


- 


- nil - 


4 - 


8 




36 | 


1 


diem from 
the 1 st Jan. 


homo for the 
nigh t, and 2s. 6 d. 


home. 


Eight - 


400 - 


_ 










36 




1840. 


per day in addi- 






















tion, if on duty 




Thirty-three 


400 - 




- nil - 


4 - 


8 




36 






in Dublin. 




Twelve - 


; 330 - 


- 


- nil - 


4 - 


8 




36 .. 











Constabulary Office, Dublin,'! jj Cane 

10 April 1845. J Receiver- 
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A STATEMENT of the Amount of Constabulary Force in each County, County ofa City, and Couuty of a 
Town, in Ireland, on the 1st of January 1846 (pursuant to Act of Parliament, 6 Will. 4, c. 13, s. 57). 



No. 1. 

Effective Strength of the Force in Counties, Cities and Towns, on the 1st January 1848. 



COUNTIES, CITIES 
AND TOWNS. 


County Inspectors. 


Sub-Inspectors. 




Head Constables. 


Constables. 


Sub- Constables. 




iBt 

late. 


2d 

late. 


3d 

late. 


Extra 

Rate. 


1st 

Rate. 


2d 

late. 


3d 

late. 


1st 

Rate. 


2d 

Rate. 


- 


On 

Extra 

Pay. 


1st 

Rate. 


1st Rate 
on Extra 
Pay. 


- 

Rate. 


Horses. 


Counties : 

Antrim ... 


1 








o 


1 


3 


1 


6 


33 


1 


129 


5 


32 


8 


Armagh ... 


- 


1 


- 


- 


1 


3 


1 


1 


5 


22 


1 


88 


5 


27 


7 


Carlow - 


- 


1 


- 


- 


2 


- 


2 


1 


3 


25 


1 


118 


2 


4 


4 


Cavan - 


1 


- 


- 


- 


2 


3 


3 


1 


8 


51 


2 


224 


10 


113 


18 


Clare .... 


- 


1 


- 


- 


2 


5 


1 


1 


8 


52 


1 


232 


9 


32 


9 


Cork, E. - 


1 


- 


- 


- 


4 


2 


3 


1 


0 


03 


3 


236 


8 


76 


11 


Cork, W. - - 


- 


- 


1 


- 


4 


2 


2 


1 


8 


85 


1 


136 


8 


43 


10 


Donegal ... 


- 


1 




- 


1 


3 


3 


1 


9 


37 


1 


154 


6 


27 


9 


Down ... - 


- 


- 


1 


1 


1 


2 


2 


1 


6 


26 


1 


105 


4 


29 


7 


Dublin ... 


1 


- 


- 


- 


2 


1 


i 


1 


5 


37 


1 


137 


4 


61 


7 


Fermanagh ... 


- 




1 


1 


1 


1 


i 


1 


4 


29 


2 


122 


4 


24 


8 


Galway, E. - 


- 


1 


- 


1 


3 


1 


1 


1 


6 


39 


2 


166 


3 


34 


6 


Galway, W. - 


- 


1 


- 


- 


2 


4 


1 


1 


9 


39 


2 


142 


5 


53 


0 


Kerry .... 


- 


- 


1 


- 


- 


5 


1 


1 


0 


25 


1 


108 


5 


26 


7 


Kildare ... 


- 


1 


- 


1 


- 


2 


2 


1 


5 


40 


1 


143 


5 


67 


6 


Kilkenny ... 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


4 


4 


1 


8 


65 


2 


253 


7 


68 


10 


King’s ... - 


- 


1 


- 


- 


1 


1 


3 


1 


5 


62 


1 


200 


4 


60 


7 


Leitrim ... 


- 


1 


- 


- 


2 


1 


2 


1 


7 


37 


2 


184 


17 


64 


3 


Limerick ... 


- 


1 


- 


- 


2 


2 


2 


1 


7 


71 


1 


305 


8 


35 


10 


Londonderry 


- 


1 


- 


- 


3 


1 


- 


1 


3 


14 


1 


58 


4 


14 


5 


Longford ... 


- 


1 


- 


- 


2 


2 


- 


1 


4 


31 


1 


100 


5 


51 


0 


Louth .... 


- 


1 


- 


- 


1 


2 


2 


1 


5 


29 


- 


111 


4 


29 


6 


Mayo .... 


- 


1 


- 


1 


3 


4 


I 


1 


9 


46 


1 


173 


9 


44 


10 


Meath - 


- 


_ 


1 


- 


- 


3 


4 


1 


8 


52 


- 


191 


6 


64 


9 


Monaghan - 


- 


_ 


1 


- 


- 


2 


2 


1 


4 


23 


1 


>91 


5 


26 


5 


Queen’s ... 


_ 


1 


- 


I 


3 


2 


1 


1 


0 


48 


1 


214 


5 


48 


8 


Roscommon - 


_ 


_ 


1 


- 


3 


3 


- 


1 


11 


66 


1 


275 


6 


106 


8 


Sligo .... 


_ 


I 


_ 


- 


2 


- 


8 


1 


5 


30 


1 


121 


6 


31 


7 


Tipperary, N. 


- 


1 


- 


- 


3 


2 


1 


3 


6 


88 


3 


392 


7 


68 


0 


Tipperary, S. 


_ 


1 




- 


3 


1 


8 


2 


8 


76 


2 


306 


7 


70 


9 


Tyrone - 


1 


_ 


- 


- 


- 


2 


3 


1 


6 


23 


1 


106 


5 


22 


6 


Waterford ... 


_ 


1 


_ 




- 


4 


1 


I 


6 


25 


1 


99 


6 


19 


7 


Westmeath - 


_ 


_ 


1 


_ 


3 


- 


3 


1 


6 


46 


1 


100 


5 


34 


8 


Wexford 


_ 


1 


_ 


_ 


3 


2 


2 


1 


6 


43 


1 


181 


8 


27 


9 


Wicklow ... 


- 


1 


- 


- 


1 


1 


3 


1 


5 


32 


1 


134 


3 


26 


7 


Cities and Towns : 
































Carrickfergus 


_ 


_ 


_ 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


- 


4 


- 


- 


- 


Cork .... 


_ 




_ 


_ 


_ 


1 


_ 


. 1 


1 


16 


1 


75 


3 


8 


4 


Drogheda ... 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


- 


2 


- 


11 


- 




- 



(262. App.) S s 
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County Inspectors. 


Sub-Inspectors. 




Head Constables. | 


Constables. 


Sub-ConBtables. j 


1 


COUNTIES, CITIES 

and towns. 


1st 

Rate. 


2d 

Rate. 


3d 

Rate. 


Extra 

Rate. 


1st 

Rate. 


2d 

Rate. 


3d 

Rate. 


1st 

Rate. 


2d 

Rate. 


- 


On 

Extra 

Pay. 


1st 

Rate. 


1st Rate 
on Extra 
Pay. 


2d 

Rate. 


Horses. 


Cities and Towns — c 
Galway ... 


■ontin 


ued. 




. 


1 


_ 


_ 


_ 


I 


5 


- 


18 


_ 


3 


1 


Kilkenny - 


- 






- 


“ 




“ 


1 




4 


“ 






- 


- 


Limerick - 


- 




- 


- 


1 


“ 


~ 


“ 1 




8 




31 


1 


6 


1 


Waterford - 


- 




" 


“ 


I 


“ 


- 


1 




7 




27 


1 


2 


1 


Totals - - - 


5 




8 


6 


66 


75 


67 


42 


226 


1,483 


45 


0,116 ' 


215 : 


1,538 


292 


Reserve Force at Depot 


- 




- 


- 


2 


- 


- 


4 




11 


1 


1 18 


9 


29 


29 


Totals - - - 


5 


| 22 


8 


6 


67 




67 


46 


226 


1,494 


46 


6,233 


224 


1,567 


321 



Recapitulation. 





General 


Reserve 




General 






Force. 


Force. 




Force. 


Force. 


Inspector-general ... - 


1 


_ 


Sub-Inspectors, 2d Rate - - - 


75 


. 


Deputy Inspectors-genera! 


2 


- 


Ditto - - 3d ditto - 


67 


- 


Provincial Inspectors 


2 


- 


Head Constables, 1 st Rate 


42 


4 




1 


- 


Ditto - - - 2d ditto - 


226 


- 




1 


- 


Constables ----- 


1,483 


11 


■Veterinary Surgeon - 


1 


- 


Ditto, mounted, on extra pay - 


46 


1 


Paymasters ----- 


18 


- 


Sub-Constables, 1 st Rate - - - 


6,115 


118 


County Inspectors, 1st Rate 


5 


- 


Ditto, mounted, on extra pay - 


215 


9 


Ditto - - - 2 d ditto 


22 


— 


Ditto - - 2d Rate - - - 


1,538 


29 


Ditto - - - 3d ditto 


8 


- 








Sub-Inspectors, extra Rate 


6 


- 


Total - - - 


9,938 


174 


Ditto - - 1 st ditto 
















Horses ------ 


292 


29 



Constabulary Office, Dublin Castle, 1 
9 February 1846. J 



D. M'Gregor, 

Inspector-general. 



No. 2. 



STATEMENT of the whole Expenditure upon the Constabulary Force of Ireland, in each County, County of a 
City, and County of a Town, for the Year ended 31st December 1845. 



COUNTY, CITY AND TOWN. 


Whole Expenditure 
for each. 


COUNTY, CITY AND TOWN. 


Whole Expenditure 
for each. 


Antrim ----- 


£. s. d. 
10,480 11 61 


Limerick ----- 


£. s. d. 
19,157 5 9J 


Armagh ----- 


7,551 12 10 


Limerick, City - 


3,050 2 -1 


Carlow ------ 


7,396 19 -£ 


Londonderry ----- 


5,045 10 91 


Carrickfergus, Town - 


159 - 8 


Longford ----- 


9,370 19 6 J 


Cavan ------ 


17,254 19 7 




8,392 - 1 


Clare ------ 


15,781 14 11 


Mavo ------ 


13,608 6 2 


Cork 


28,469 - 9 


Meath 


13,898 3 61 


Cork, City 


3,754 5 4 1 


Monaghan 

Queen’s ----- 


6,005 10 1 1 


Donegal ----- 


I 11,896 4 2i 


13,093 18 71 


Down ------ 


8,490 1 8 i 




18,884 4 5J 


Drogheda, Town - 


480 17 21 




9,783 16 3 


Dublin ------ 


! 9,568 17 5i 


Tipperary ----- 


42,045 6 11 1 


Fermanagh 


8,005 16 5 


Tyrone ------ 


7,750 8 5 J 


Galway 


24,293 14 61 


Waterford 


9,162 18 51 


Galway, Town - 


i 1,855 13 10 


Waterford, City - - - - 


1,570 8 41 


Kerry 


I 9,895 1 6 


Westmeath ----- 


12,286 2 111 


Kildare 


! 10,347 7 lj 


Wexford ----- 


11,062 4 101 


Kilkenny - 


18,1 13 0 91 




9,732 - 8 


Kilkenny, City - 


! 859 2 31 




13,576 1 8 


King’s 

.Leitrim ------ 


| 13,592 - 21 

j 13,500 16 71 


Total - - - £. 


451,350 1 5 1 


Constabulary Office, Dublin Castle 
4 May 1846. 






A. B. Cane, 

Receiver. 



No. 3. 
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No. 3. 



SUMMARY of the Total Amount of Force employed on the 1st of January 1846, and of the Total Expenditure 
upon the said Constabulary Force for the whole of Ireland, for the Year ended at that Period; showing the 
Proportion of such Total Expense borne on the Consolidated Fund, and the Amount borne by Counties, Cities 
and Towns. 



Number. 


RANK. 


Total Expense. 


Proportion borne 
on tbe 

Consolidated Fund. 


Amount borne 

„ . b y 

Counties, Citiea 
and Towns. 






£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


1 


Inspector-general 








2 


Deputy Inspectors-general - - - 








2 


Provincial Inspectors ----- 








1 


Receiver -------- 








1 


Surgeon -------- 








1 


Veterinary Surgeon 








18 


Paymasters ------- 








5 


County Inspectors, 1 st Rate - - - - 








22 


- - ditto - - 2d ditto - - - - 










- - ditto - - 3d ditto - - . - 








6 


Sub-Inspectors, extra Rate - 


460,673 7 U 


276,326 16 4 


184,346 10 


67 


- - ditto - - 1 st ditto - - - - 








75 


- - ditto - - 2d ditto - 








67 


- - ditto - - 3d ditto - 








46 


Head Constables, 1 st Rate - 








226 


- - ditto - - 2 d ditto - 








1,540 


Constables - 








457 


Sub-Constables, 1st Rate 








1,507 


- - ditto - 2 d ditto 








321 


Horses -------- 








61 


Magistrates ------- 









Constabulary Office, Dublin Castle, 
4 May 1846. 



A. B. Cane, 

Receiver. 



(A.) 

RETURN of the Rates of Salaries and Allowances of the Constabulary Force of Ireland on the 
1st January 1846. 





Annual Salaries 
Allowances. 


Inspector-General : 


£. S . cl . 


Salary per annum 

Extra pay for every day on duty at such 
a distance as to he detained from his 
home for the night, 1 1. 

Travelling allowance at Is. 6d. per mile, 
going to and returning from such duty. 

Salary of Clerks in Inspector-general’s 


1,600 - - 


office - - - - - 

1st Deputy Inspector-General : 


1,000 - - 


Salary per annum - 

Extra pay and travelling allowance same 
as Inspector-general. 

2d Deputy Inspector-Gbneral : 


1,200 - - 


Salary per annum - - - - 

Extra pay and travelling allowance same 
as Inspector-general. 

Receiver 


800 - - , 


Salary per annum - 


600 - - 


Ditto - - Clerks and Office - - j 


000 - - 


(262. App.) 


S 





Annual Salaries 
Allowances. 


Surgeon : 


£. s. d. 


Salary per annum - 


300 - - 


Veterinary Surgeon : 




Salary per annum - 

Travelling allowance at Is. per mile, 
going to fairs five miles distant from 
Dublin, to inspect horses purchased 
for the constabulary. 


70 - - 


Provincial Inspectors: 




Salary per annum - 

Extra pay for every day on duty at such 
a distance as to be detained from his 
home for the night, 10 s. 

Travelling allowance when ordered on 
duty to any distance above 20 miles 
from his station, at the rate of Is. per 
mile going and returning. 

Forage for two horses, at 2 s. per diem 
each. 

Stationery, commuted allowance (exclu- 
sive of books and printed returns) per 
annum ------ 


600 - « 

8 - - 


3 2 


(continued) 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



318 



APPENDIX TO MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 



Pro vjncial Inspectors — continued. 
Postage: Actual expense, per Post- 
masters's receipt, to lie certified at the 
foot of the quarterly account that the 
letters were on the Public Service. 

For an office, and for fuel and candles for 
the same, annually - 

Magistrates : 

As per Return hereunto annexed, marked 

(BO 

County Inspector, 1st Rate: 

Salary per annum - 
Extra pay, at 8 s. per diem, while attend- 
ing Assizes, Quarter Sessions, Elections, 
or on any duty which necessarily de- 
tains him from his home during the 
night, and 6d. per mile when called on 
duty above 20 miles from his resi- 
dence. 

Forage for two horses, at 2 s per diem 
each. 

Stationery, commuted allowance per an- 
num (exclusive of books and printed 
returns) ------ 

Postage : Actual expense, per Post- 
master’s receipt, and certificate that the 
letters were on the Public Service. 

For an office, and fuel and candles for 
the same, annually - 

County Inspector, 2d Rate : 
Salary per annum .... 
Extra pay and travelling allowance, same 
as 1 st Rate. 

Forage, stationery, postage and allow- 
ance for an office, the same as 1 st Rate. 

County Inspector, 3d Rate : 

Salary per annum - 

Extra pay and travelling allowance same 
as 1st Rate. 

Forage, stationery, postage and allow- 
ance for an office the same as 1st Rate. 

Sub-Inspector, at extra Rate : 

Salary per annum - 

Extra pay, at 7 s. per diem, while attend- 
ing Assizes, Quarter Sessions, Elections, 
or on any duty by which he is neces- 
sarily detained from home during the 
night, and 6 d. per mile for every mile 
travelled above 40. 

Forage for one horse, at 2 s. per diem. 

S lationerv, commuted allowance (exclu- 
sive of books and printed returns) per 

annum 

Postage : Actual expense on Postmaster’s 
receipt, and certificate of the letters 
bring on Public Service. 

Sou-Inspector, 1st Rate: 

Salary per annum .... 
Extra pay and travelling allowance same 
as extra Rate. 

Forage, stationery and postage same as 
extra Rate, 



Annual Salaries 
Allowances. 




Annual Salaries 
and 

Allowances. 


£. s. d. 


Sub-Inspector, 2d Rate: 


£. s. d. 


18 5 - 


Salary per annum .... 

Extra pay, at 5 s. per diem, and travel- 
ling allowance the same as extra Rate. 
Forage, stationery and postage, same 
as extra Rate. 


120 - _ 




Sub-Inspector, 3d Rate : 




298 - - 


Salary per annum .... 

Extra pay, at 5 s. per diem, and travel- 
ling allowance, same as extra Rate. 

Forage, stationery and postage same 
as extra Rate. 

N. B . — Ten of the most deserving 
of the second and third classes get 
10 1. a year in addition for “good 
services.” 


100 - - 




Paymaster : 




8 - - 

18 5 - 
250 - - 


Salary per annum - 

Extra pay, at 7 s. per diem, while attend- 
ing Assizes or Road Sessions. 

Travelling allowance, at Is. per mile on 
said duty. 

Stationery, commuted allowance (exclu- 
sive of books and printed returns) per 
annum - 

Postage: Actual expense, vouched by 
Postmaster’s receipt, and certificate 
that all the letters were on the Public 
Service. 

Clerk : An eligible constable or sub-con- 
stable to be allotted for this duty. 

For an office, and fuel and candles for 
the same annually - 


200 - - 
8 - - 

18 5 - 




Head Constable, 1st Rate: 




220 - - 


Salary per annum - 

Extra pay, at l s. Gd. per diem, on all 
duties on which necessarily detained 
from home for the night, and for every 
day on a march from one county to 
another. 


60 - - 




.Head Constable, 2d Rate: 




180 - - 


Salary per annum - 

Extra pay and marching allowance, same 
as 1st Rate. 


50 — - 




Mounted Constable: 




2 - - 
150 - - 


Salary per annum (from the 1st May 
1845 every mounted constable after 
a year’s satisfactory service, to have 
an increase of 3 L per annum to his 
salary) ------ 

Extra pay, at Is. per diem while attend- 
ing Assizes or Quarter Sessions as a 
witness, but (jd. per diem if on duty 
only there, or at Elections, or any 
other service by which he is neces- 
sarily detained from his home during 
the night. 

Travelling allowance at 1 s. per diem, 
while on a march from one county to 
another, but no extra pay for (he same 
period. 


32 7 - 
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Annual Salaries 
Allowances. 




Annual Salaries 






Allowances- 


Mounted Constable — continued. 


£. a. d. 


Constable— continued. 


£. a. d. 


Forage for one horse, at 1 a. 8 d. per diem ; 
if at livery, actual expense not exceed- 
ing 2 j. ; and if at grass, actunl expense 
not exceeding the rate of the neighbour- 
hood. 

For repairs of horse appointments, 9 a. 4 d. 
per annum. 

For repairs of arms and accoutrements, 
3 s. per annum. 

For lodging allowance where there is no 
barrack accommodation, at a rate not 
exceeding 6 a. per month. 

Constable : 




For lodging allowance same as mounted 
constable. 

Sub-Constable, 1st Rate: 

Salary per annum (from the 1st May"! 
1845), every mounted sub-constable, 
after a year’s satisfactory service, to 
have an increase of 1 1. 10 s. per an- 
num to his salary - 
Extra pay and travelling allowance 
same as constable. 

For repairs of arms and accoutrements 
same as constable. 

For lodging allowance same as con- 
stable. 


27 14 - 


Salary per annum - 

Extra pay and travelling allowance same 
as mounted constable. 

For repairs of arms and accoutrements 
same as mounted constable. 


32 7 - 


Sub-Constable, 2d Rate : 

Salary per annum - 

Extra pay and other allowances same as 
constable. 


24 - - 



In addition to tlie allowances specified under each rank, there are the following; viz. 

Compensation for clothing when not supplied in kind, at 2 s. 7 d. per month. 

Medical allowance at (3d per month for each county and sub inspector, head constable, constable and sub- 
constable. 

Rent and expense of a store, at 10 Z. per annum, in each county and riding. 

Allowance to drill constables for depflt, at 6 Z. per annum each. 

Allowance for the purchase of a public horse, 23 Z. 

Stationery for each constable in charge of a station, at -8 d. per month. 

Allowance for fuel and light for a guard at each barrack station, not exceeding 5 l. per annum. 

Allowance to head and other constables and sub-constables absent from home, on duty iu plain clothes ; viz. 

To a head constable in the country, 3 a. per night. 

Ditto - - - in Dublin -4 s. „ 

Ditto - - - in England -5 s. „ 

To a constable or sub-constable in the country, 2 s.- per night. 

Ditto ------- in Dublin, - 2 a. Grf. „ 

Ditto - -- -- -- in England - 3 s. G d. „ 

Allowance for straw for bedding at 2 d. per month for each head and other constable and sub-constable. 

Constabulary Office, Dublin Castle, 1 A. B. Cane, 

4 May 184(3. J Receiver. 



(B.) 



RETURN of Stipendiary Magistrates existing on 1st January 1840, showing their Numbers, and Rates of 
Salaries and Allowances. 



Number 

of 

Magistrates. 


Salary 

per 

Annum. 


Lodging 

Allowance 


Forage 

Allowance 

P«* 


Stationery 

Annum. 




£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


8. d. 


£. 


One 


1,000 - - 


- nil - 


- nil - 


8 


Three 


605 7 - 


- nil - 


- nil - 


8 


Two 


401 10 9 


184 12 4 


- nil - 


8 


Eight 


400 - - 


100 - - 


4 - 


8 


Thirty-one 


400 - - 


- nil - 


4 - 


8 


Sixteen - 


350 - - 


- nil - 


4 - 


8 



| 


Allowance 

for 

a Clerk 
per Annum. 


Allowance 

of a Mounted 
Orderly. 


Extra Pay. 


Travelling 

Allowanoe. 








10 a. per night 


At 1 a. per 




"*** 




while absent on 


mile going and 




36 




any dutvatsuch 


returning from 








a distance as to 


duty at any 




80 


2 a, 4 d. per 


be necessarily 


place more than 






diem from 


detained from 








the 1st Jan. 


home for the 


from home. . 






1840. 


night, and 2 a. 






36 




G d. per day in 




' 






addition, if on 










duty in Dublin. 





Constabulary Office, Dublin Castle, - ! 
4 May 1846. J 



A. B. Cane, 

Receiver. 
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APPENDIX TO MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 



A STATEMENT of the Amount of Constabulary Force in each County, County of a City, and Countv 
of a Town in Ireland, on the 1 st of January 1847 (pursuant to Act of Parliament, 6 Will. 4 , c. 13, g 57 ) " 



No. 1. 

Effective Strength of the Force in Counties, Cities and Towns, on the 1st January 1847. 



COUNTIES, CITIES 
AND TOWNS. 



Counties : 

Antrim 
Armagh 
Carlow 
Cavan 
Clare - 
Cork, E. - 
Cork, W. 

Donegal 
Down - 
Dublin 
Fermanagh •• 
Galway, E. - 
Galway, W. • 

Kerry - 
Kildare 
Kilkenny 
King’s - 
Leitrim 
Limerick 
Londonderry 
Longford * 

Louth - 
Mayo - 
Meath - 
Monaghan - 
Queen’s 
Roscommon - 
Sligo - 
Tipperary, N. 
Tipperary, S. 

Tyrone 
Waterford - 
Westmeath - 
Wexford 
Wicklow 

Cities and Towns : 
Carrickfergus 
Cork ... 
Drogheda - 



County Inspectors 


Sub- Inspectors. 


Head Constable 


Constables. 


Sub- Constables. 


— 


1st 


2d 


3d 


Extra 


1st 


2d 


3d 


1st 






On 








Rate 


Rate 


Rate 


Rate. 


Rate 


Rate 


Kate 


Itutc 


Rate. 




Extra 

Pay 


Rate. 


.» li.tr. 1 “ 
I’.y. | B *“- 




1 


_ 


_ 


. 


2 


2 


2 


1 


6 


32 




140 


4 




8 








_ 


1 


3 


1 


1 


5 


22 


1 


103 


6 


11 




“ 


1 


- 


- 


2 




2 


1 


4 


25 


1 


103 


4 


17 


0 


1 


“ 






1 


4 


3 


1 


0 


52 


1 


283 


8 


51 


0 


“ 


1 


“ 


“ 


3 


3 


2 


1 


0 


65 


1 


288 


8 


212 


19 


1 




_ 


“ 


3 


2 


4 


1 


0 


05 


3 


246 


7 


111 


11 






1 




4 


2 


2 


1 


8 


40 


1 


151 


7 


83 


10 


“ 


1 


“ 


“ 


2 


2 


3 


1 


9 


37 


l 


158 


7 


21 


10 


” 


~ 


1 


1 


1 


4 


“ 


1 


6 


27 


1 


100 


5 


26 


8 




“ 


” 


- 


2 


1 


2 


1 


5 


38 


- 


147 


4 


30 


8 


“ 


~ 


1 




1 


1 


3 


I 


4 


28 


2 


122 


4 


24 


7 


" 




" 


“ 


3 


1 


2 


1 


6 


30 


2 


191 


4 


15 


8 


“ 




“ 




3 


3 


1 


1 


0 


30 


2 


171 


5 


23 


9 




~ 






- 


4 


2 


1 


5 


28 


1 


103 


7 


31 


8 


" 


1 


“ 


1 


- 


2 


2 


1 


5 


30 


1 


177 


6 


22 


7 


~ 






“ 


- 


4 


4 


1 


8 


63 


2 


248 


8 


62 


9 


~ 




“ 


“ 


1 


1 


3 


1 


5 


51 


2 


228 


3 


35 


6 


" 








I 


1 


3 


1 


7 


37 


1 


200 


0 


53 


8 


“ 




“ 




2 


2 


3 


2 


10 


82 


2 


386 


6 


150 


10 


“ 




- 




2 


1 


1 


1 


4 


15 


1 


50 


6 


14 


6 


~ 


1 






2 


1 


1 


I 


4 


31 


1 


128 


6 


24 


6 


~ 










3 


2 


1 


5 


28 


1 


125 


5 


18 


7 


~ 




~ 


2 


4 


2 


1 


1 


0 


49 


1 


192 


0 


38 


8 


“ 


” 


I 


" 




2 


5 


1 


8 


61 


1 


212 


6 


43 


9 






“ 


“ 


“ 


2 


2 


1 


4 


23 


1 


00 


5 


15 


6 






“ 


1 


3 


2 


1 


1 


0 


52 


1 


217 


8 


42 


9 




“ 


1 


1 


2 


3 




1 


12 


58 


1 


338 


7 


108 


8 






~ 




2 


1 


2 


1 


6 


30 


1 


140 


7 


13 


G 


“ 




~ 


“ 


3 


2 


I 


3 


7 


88 


3 


421 


6 


39 


9 


“ 




1 




3 


1 


3 


a 


7 


79 


2 


332 


7 


61 


10 












2 


3 


1 


6 


23 


1 


105 


5 


16 


G 






~ 


“ 


1 


4 


- 


1 


4 


27 


- 


91 


7 


29 


7 


- 




1 




3 


- 


3 


1 


0 


46 


1 


198 


8 


33 


8 


"" 






- 


4 


2 


1 


1 


7 


45 


1 


106 


7 


13 


9 










1 


3 


1 


1 


5 


32 


1 


138 


4 


23 


7 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


_ 


1 




4 








" 


~ 


- 






1 


- 


1 


1 


16 


1 


72 


3 


7 


4 








' 




'| 




1 




2 


- 


11 


- 


- 


- 
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COUNTIES, CITIES 
AND TOWNS. 


County Inspectors. 


S’ 


Lib-Inspectors. 




Head Constables, 


Constables. 


Sub- Constables. 




1st 

Rate. 


2d 

Rote. 


3d 

Rate. 


Extra 

Rate. 


St 

Rate. 


2d 

Rate. 


3d 

Rate. 


1st 

Rate. 


2d 

Rate. 


- 


On 

Extra 

Pay. 


1st 

Hate. 


1st Rate 
on Extra 
Pay. 


2d 

Rate. | 


Horses. 


Cities and Towns — c< 
Galway 


ontin 


1 

tied. 






1 








1 






23 


1 


1 




Kilkenny ... 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


- 


4 


- ’ 


15 


_ 






Limerick - 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


2 


8 


_ 


34 


1 j 






Waterford - 


- 


- 




“ 


1 


" 


- 


1 


- 


7 


- 


25 


1 


4 


i l 


Totals - - - 


5 




8 


6 


65 


74 


71 


43 


234 


1,529 


46 


6,734 


216 


1,560 




Reserved Force at Depot 




| 22 i 


- 


- 


2 


1 


- 


5 


8 


7 


1 


255 


7 


91 


32 


Totals - - - 


5 


1 22 j 


8 


6 


67 


75 


71 


48 


237 


1,530 


47 


6,989 


223 


1,661 


328 



Recapitulation. 





General 


Reserve 

Force. 


Inspector-general - 


1 




Deputy Inspcotors-general - 


2 


_ 


Assistant Inspectors- general 


2 


_ 


Receiver - 




_ 


Surgeon ------ 






Veterinary Surgeon - 


1 


_ 


Paymasters - ... - 


IS 




County Inspectors, 1 st Rate 


5 


_ 


Ditto - - - 2d ditto 


22 


_ 


Ditto - - - 3d ditto 






Sub-Inspectors, extra Rate 


C 




Ditto - - - 1 st ditto - - - 


05 


2 



Constabulary Office, Dublin Castle,'! 

3 June 1847. J 



I 


General 






F«ra. 


For ce.J 


Sub-Inspectors, 2 d Rate - - -I 






Ditto - - 3d ditto - 






Head Constables, 1 st Rate 




r 


Ditto - - - 2 d ditto 






Constables ----- 






Ditto, mounted, on extra pay - 






Sub-Constables, 1st Rate - 


6,734 




Ditto, mounted, on extra pay 






Ditto - - 2 d Rate - 


1,560 


91 


Total - - - 


10,639 


372 


Horses 




296 


32 



D. M'Gregcr, 

Inspector-general. 



No. 2. 



STATEMENT of the whole Expenditure upon the Constabulary Force of Ireland, in each County, County of a 
City, and County of a Town, for the Year ended 31st December 1846. 



COUNTY, CITY AND TOWN. 



Antrim 

Armagh 

Carlow 

Carrickfergus, Town 

Cavan - 

Clare - 

Cork - 

Cork, City - 

Donegal 

Down - 

Drogheda, Town - 
Dublin - 
Fermanagh - 
Galway 
Galway, Town 
Kerry - 
Kildare 
Kilkenny 
Kilkenny, City 
King’s 
Leitrim 



£. s. d. 

11,092 18 10 



4| 

Qi 



0 * 



71 

01 



8,622 
7,768 17 
178 7 
17,680 
22,772 15 
31,409 11 
3,859 14 
11,870 12 102 
8,814 0 1 

520 5 2 £ 
10,177 13 10 | 
9,172 19 6 J 
25,094 7 10 1 
2,028 15 3£ 
10,351 13 - 
11,195 6 10£ 
18,102 5 4 2 



1 



14,020 15 8 i 
13,813 12 3 2 



Constabulary Office, Dublin Castle,! 

3 June 1847. J 



COUNTY, CITY AND TOWN. 



Limerick 
Limerick, City 
Londonderry 
Longford 
Louth - 
Mayo - 
Meath 

Monaghan - 
Queen’9 
Roscommon 
Sligo - 
Tipperary - 
Tyrone 
Waterford - 
AVaterford, City 
Westmeath 
Wexford 
Wicklow 
Reserve Force 



(262. App.) S S 4 
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d. 

9| 



n 



£. 

26,424 16 
3,134 12 
5,585 
9,132 
8,653 9 10 i 
14,936 17 lOJ 
14,324 14 3 
7,092 10 
14,258 



1 i 
6 | 



72 



21,077 
10,093 
44,676 
7,686 
9,229 
1,579 16 
12,549 17 
12,100 
9,869 7 lOf- 
11,870 16 7 j 



5 2 
82 
6 * 
8 i 
Si 



! 17 - 



A . B. Cane, 

Receiver. 
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No. 3. 



SUMMARY of the Total Amount of Force employed on the 1st of January 1847, and of the Total Expenditure 
upon the said Constabulary Force for the whole of Ireland, for the Year ended at that Period; showing the 
Proportion of such Total Expense borne on the Consolidated Fund, and the Amount borne by Counties Cities 



Number. 






Proportion borno 


Amount borne 


RANK. 


Total Expense. 




by 






Consolidated Fund. 


Counties, Cities 
and Towns. 


1 


Inspector-general 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


£■ s. d. 


2 


Deputy Inspeclors-general - 








2 


Assistant Inspectors-general .... 








1 


Receiver -------- 








1 

1 


Surgeon ------ - 

Veterinary Surgeon ------ 








18 


Paymasters 








5 


County Inspectors, 1st Rate - 








22 


- - ditto - - 2d ditto - 








8 


- - ditto - - 3d ditto - 








6 

67 


Sub-Inspectors, extra Rate - 

- - ditto - - 1st ditto - 


402,881 1 9$ 


340,833 i) 9 


162,047 12 


75 


- - ditto - - 2 d ditto .... 








71 


- - ditto - - 3d ditto . 








48 


Head Constables, 1 st Rate .... 








237 


- - ditto - - 2 d ditto - 








1,583 


Constables - - - 








7,212 


Sub-Constables, 1st Rate - 








1,651 


- - ditto - 2d ditto ----- 








328 


Horses - -- -- -- - 








65 


Magistrates ------- 









,b„le Tr of the enk force 'in c’ounta for the garter r&S&Si 

chargeable to counties cannot yet be ascertained. portion tnereot 



Constabulary Office, Dublin Castle,! 

3 June 1847. j 



A. B. Cane, 

Receiver. 



(A.) 



RETURN of the Rates of Sal.hiis and Allowances of the Cosbtabulaky Rome of Ieelakd, on the 
1st January 1847. 



Inspector-General : 

Salary per annum - 

Extra pay for every day on duty at such 
a distance as to be detained from his 
home for the night, 1 1. 

Travelling allowance, at Is. 6d. per mile 
going to and returning from such duty. 

Salary of Clerks in Inspector-general’s 
office _ 



1st Deputy Inspector-General: 
Salary per annum - 
Extra pay and travelling allowance, same 
as Inspector-general. 



2d Deputy Inspector-General : 

Salary per annum - 
Extra pay and travelling allowance, same 
as Inspector-general. 



Assistant Inspector-General: 

Salary per annum - 



Annual Salaries 
Allowances. 



£. S. d, 

1,500 - _ 



Assistant Inspector-General — cont*. 

Extra pay for every day on duty at such 
a distance as to be detained from his 
home for the night, I Os. 

Travelling allowance when ordered on 
duty to any distance above 20 miles 
from Ins station, at the rate of Is. per 
mile going and returning. 

Forage for two horses, at 2 s. per diem 
each. 

Stationery, commuted allowance (exclu- 
sive of books and printed returns) per 
annum - 

Postage, actual expense per postmaster’s 
receipt, to be certified at the foot of 
the quarterly account that the letters 
were on the publio service. 

For an office, and fuel and candles for 
the same, annually - 



Receiver ; 

Sakry per annum 

- Clerks and office 



Ditto - 



600 

600 
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Annual Salaries 



Surgeon : 

Salary per annum 

Forage for a horse, at 2 s. 6 d. per day. 



Veterinary Suhgeon : 

Salary per annum 

Traveling allowance, at Is. per mile, 
•I- fiv,. milfiH distant from 



ravelling auowuncc, uu i pui uuic, 
<roing to fairs five miles distant from 
Dublin, to inspect liorses purchased for 
the constabulary. 



Magistrates : 

As per Return hereunto annexed. 



County Inspector, 1st Rate: 



Salary per annum - 
Extra pay, at 8 s. per diem, while attend- 
ing Assizes, Quarter Sessions, Elec- 
tions, or on any duty which necessarily 
detains him from his home during the 
night, and C d. per mile when called on 
duty above 20 miles from his residence. 



Forage for two horses, at 2 s. per diem 
each. 



Stationery, commuted allowance per an- 
num (exclusive of books and printed 
returns) ------ 

Postage : Actual expense, per Postmas- 
ter’s receipt, and certificate that the 
letters were on the Public Service. 

For an office, and for fuel and candles for 
the same, annually - - - - 



County Inspector, 2d Rate : 
Salary per annum 



Extra pay and travelling allowance same 
as 1st Rate. 



Forage, stationery, postage and allowance 
for an office, same as 1st Rate. 



County Inspector, 3d Rate : 
Salary per annum - 



Extra pay and travelling allowance same 
as first Rate. 



Forage, stationery, postage and allowance 
for an office same as 1st Rate. 



Sub-Inspector, at Extra Rate: 
Salary per annum - 
Extra pay at 7 s. per diem, while attend- 
ing Assizes, Quarter Sessions, Elec- 
tions, or on any duty by which he is 
necessarily detained from home during 
the night, and 6 d. per mile for every 
mile travelled above 40. 

Forage for one horse, at 2 s. per diem. 
Stationery, commuted allowance (exclu- 
sive of books and printed returns), per 
annum ------ 

Postage : Actual expense on Postmaster’s 
receipt, and certificate of the letters 
being on the Public Service. 



(262. Afp.) 



£. s. d. 
300 - - 



Sub-Inspector, 1st Rate: 

Salary per annum - 

Extra pay and travelling allowance, same 



as extra Rate. 

Forage, stationery and postage same as 
extra Rato. 



Sur-Inspkctor, 2d Rate : 



Salary per auuurn - 
Extra pay, at os. per diem, and travel- 
ling allowance same as extra Rate. 
Forage, stationery and postage same as 
extra Rate. 



Sub-Inspector, 3d Rate : 

Salary per annum - 
Extra pay, at 5 s. per diem, and travel- 
ling allowance same as extra Rate. 
Forage, stationery and postage same as 
extra Rate. 



iV. 11 . — Ten of the moat deserving of the se- 
cond and third Classes get 10/. a year in addition, 
for “ good services.” 



Paymaster : 



Salary per annum - 
Extra pay, at 7 s. per dieui, while attend- 
tending Assizes or Road Sessions. 
Travelling allowance at 1 s. per mile on 
said dutv. 



Stationery, commuted allowance (exclu- 
sive of books and printed returns) per 
annum ------ 

Postage : Actual expense, vouched by 
Postmaster’s receipt, and certificate 
that all the letters were on the Public 
Service. 

Clerk : An eligible constable or sub-con- 
stable to be allotted for this duty. 

For an office, and fuel and candles for 
the same, per annum - - - 



Head Constable, 1st Rate : 



Salary per annum - 
Extra pay, at 1 .?. 0 d. per diem, on all 
duties on which necessarily detained 
from home for the night, and for every 
day on a march from one county to 
another. 



Head Constable, 2d Rate : 
Salary per annum - 
Extra pay and marching allowance same 



as 1st Rate. 



Mounted Constable: 



Salary per annum (from the 1st May 
1845 every mounted constable, after 
a year’s satisfactory service, to have 
an increase of 3 1. per annum, per au- 
thority, dated 30 April 18 J 5) - 
Extra pay, at Is. per diem, whileattend- 
ing Assizes or Quarter Sessions as a 
witness, but 6 d. per diem if on duty 
only there, or at Elections, or on any 
other service by which he is necessarily 
detained from his home for the night. 



T T 



(continued/ 
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Annual Salaries 




Annual Salaries 




Allowances. 




Allowances. 


Mounted Constable — continued. 


£. s. d. 


Constable — continued. 


£. s. d. 


Travelling allowance, at Is. per diem; 
when on a march from one county to 
another, but no extra pay for the same 




For lodging allowance same as Mounted 
Constable. 


period. 

Forage for one horse, at 1 s. 8 d. per diem, 
if at livery, actual expense not exceed- 
ing 2 s. ; and if at grass, actual expense 
not exceeding the rate of the neighbour- 
hood. 

For repairs of horse appointments, 9s. id. 
per annum. 

For repairs of arms and accoutrements, 
3 s, per annum. 

For lodging allowance where there is no 
barrack accommodation, at a rate not 
exceeding G s. per month. 

Constable : 




Sub-Constable, 1st Rate: 

Salary per annum (from the 1st May 
1845, every Mounted Sub-Constable, 
after a year’s satisfactory service, to 
have an increase of 1 Z. 10*. per annum, 
per authority, dated 30th April 1845) 
Extra pay and travelling allowance same 
as constable. 

For repairs of arms and accoutrements 
same as constable. 

For lodging allowance same as con- 
stable. 


27 14 - 


Salary per annum - 

Extra pay and travelling allowance same 
as mounted constable. 

For repairs of arms and accoutrements 
same as mounted constable. 


32 7 - 


Sub-Constable, 2d Rate; 

Salary per annum - 

Extra pay and other allowances same as 
constable. 


24 - - 



In addition to the allowances specified under each rank, there are the following ; viz. 

Compensation for clothing, when not supplied in kind, at 2 .«. 7 d. per month. 

Medical allowance, at Gd. per month, for each county and sub-inspcctor, head constable, constable and sub-constable 
Rent and expense of a store, at 10 Z. per annum, in each county and riding. 

Allowance to drill constables for depot, at 5 Z. per annum each. 

Allowance for the purchase of a public horse, 23 Z. 

Stationer}' for each constable in charge of a station, at G d. per month. 

Allowance for fuel and light for a guard at each barrack station, not exceeding 5 Z. per annum. 

Allowance to head and other constables and sub-constables absent from home on duty in plain clothes • viz. 

To a head constable in the country, 3 s. per night. ’ 

Ditto - - - in Dublin - 4 s. „ 

Ditto - - - in England - 5 s. „ 

To a constable or sub-constable in the country, 2 s.- per night. 

Ditto ------- in Dublin - 2s. Gd. „ 

Ditto in England - 3 s. 6 d. „ 

Allowance for straw for bedding, at 2d. per month for each head and other constable and sub-constable. 



Constabulary Office, Dublin Castle, \ 
3 June 1847. 



A. B. Cane, 

Receiver. 



(B.) 

RETURN of Stipendiary Magistrates existing on 1st January 1847, showing their Numbers, and Ratos 
of Salaries and Allowances. 



Number 


Salary 


Lodging ! 
Allowance 


Allowance 


Stationery 


Allowance 

for 


Allowance 


«! 




Travelling 


Magistrates. 


Annum. 


per 

Annum. 




Annum. 


a Clerk, 
per Annum. 


of a Mounted 
Orderly. 


f 

i£ 


Extra Day. 


Allowance. 


One 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


j. d. 


£. 


£. 






■ 10*. per night 




1,000 - - i 


- 


- 










while absent on 


mile going and 
returning from 


Three 


605 7 - 


- - 


- - 


8 


80 


2 s. 4 d. per 


| 


any duty at such 
a distance as to 


Two 


461 10 9 


184 12 4 


- 


8 


36 


diem from 


O. 


be necessarily 




Seven 


400 - - 


100 -. - I 


. 




’the 1st Jan. 


W 


detained from 


20 miles dis- 








1840. 




home for the 




Ihirty-seven 


400 - - 


- 


4 - | 


8 


30 






night, and 2s. OeZ. 






350 - - 












per dayinaddi- 


















tion, if on duty 
in Dublin. 







Constabulary Office, Dublin Castle,' 
3 June 1847. 
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A STATEMENT of the Amount of Constabulary Force in each County, County of a City, and County of 
a Town, in Trelan d, on the 1st day of January 1848 (pursuant to Act 6 Will. 4, c. 13, s. 57). 



No. 1. 



Effective Strength of the Force in Counties, Cities and Towns, on the 1st January 1848. 



COUNTIES, CITIES 
AND TOWNS. 


County Inspectors. 


Sub-Inspectors. 




HeadConstables. 


Constables. 


Sub-Constables. 




let 

Rate. 


2d 

Rato. 


Sd 

Rato. 


Extra 

Rate. 


1st 

Rate. 


2d 

Rate. 


1 3d 
Rate. 


1st 

Rate. 


2d 

Rate. 


- 


On 

Extra 

Pay. 


1st 

Rate. 


1st Rati- 
on Extra 
Pay. 


2d 

Rate. 


Horses. 


Counties : 
































Antrim ... 


1 


- 


- 


- 


2 


3 


1 1 


1 


0 


33 


2 


131 ; 


6 


21 


8 


Armagh ... 




1 


- 


- 


4 


1 




1 1 


5 


18 


1 


103 


6 


12 


7 


Carlow ... 


- 


I 


- 


- 


I 


- 


3 | 


1 


4 


26 


1 


94 


4 


18 


6 


Cavan - 


1 


i - 


- 


- 


3 


3 


2 


1 


9 


62 


1 


261 


7 


47 


10 


Clare - 


•- 


1 


- 


- ; 


2 


2 


3 


1 


9 


C4 


2 


420 


7 


81 


11 


Cork, E. - 


1 


- 


- 


- 


3 


3 


4 


1 


10 


7(3 


3 


262 


9 


161 


12 


Cork, W. ■ 


- 


- 


I 


- 


3 


2 


2 


1 


10 


46 


2 


185 


8 


94 


10 


Donegal ... 


- 


1 


| - 


- 


2 


3 


2 


1 


0 


36 


1 


143 


8 


42 


10 


Down --- - 


- 


- 


1 


i 


1 


3 


I 


1 


6 


28 


1 


102 


6 


15 


8 


Dublin ... 


1 


- 


l - 


- 


2 


1 


1 


1 


6 


37 


I 


139 


3 


33 


8 


Fermanagh - 


- 


1 


j. - 


- 


1 


1 


3 


1 


4 


28 


2 


121 


3 


17 


7 


Galway, E. - 


- 


1 




- 


3 


2 


1 


1 


6 


43 


2 


194 


3 


43 


8 


Galway, W. 


- 


1 




- 


2 


4 


I 


1 


10 


43 


2 


148 


6 


94 


9 


Kerry - - - 


- 


1 1 




_ 


I 


3 


2 


1 


0 


31 


1 


104 


6 


50 


8 


Kildare ... 


- 


1 




i 


1 


2 


1 


1 


5 


38 


- 


152 


6 


31 


7 


Kilkenny ... 


- 


1 




- 


- 


4 


4 


1 


1 


69 


2 


265 


8 


55 


10 


King’s ... 


- 




1 


- 


1 


1 


3 


1 


5 


61 


2 


216 


5 


28 


7 


Leitrim ... 


- 


1 




- 


- 


- 


4 


1 


7 


36 


1 


201 


6 


43 


8 


Limerick ... 


- 


- 


1 | 


- 


2 


3 I 


2 


3 


12 


02 


2 


515 


7 


144 


12 


Londonderry 


- 


1 


- 


_ 


2 


2 


- 


1 


4 


16 


1 


02 


4 


7 


6 


Longford ... 




1 


- 


_ 


2 


1 


- 


1 


4 ' 


31 1 


1 


125 


5 


18 


6 


Louth .... 


_ 


1 1 


- 


- 


- 


3 


1 


1 


5 


30 


1 


116 


5 


19 


6 


Mayo .... 


- 


1 


- 


2 


3 


2 


1 


1 


9 


47 


1 


199 


8 


131 


11 


Meath ... 


- 


- 


1 


- 


- 


2 


5 


1 


8 


59 


1 


240 


7 


82 


9 


Monaghan ... 


- 


I 




_ 


- 


3 


1 


1 I 


4 


21 


2 ! 


07 


5 


60 


0 


Queen’s ... 


- 


1 


- 


1 


3 


2 


I 


I 


9 


63 


1 


229 


7 


37 


9 


Roscommon ... 


- 


- 


1 


1 


2 


2 


1 


1 


12 


58 


- 


377 


7 


79 


8 


Sligo .... 


- 


1 


- 


- 


1 


2 


2 


1 


5 


29 


1 


142 


6 


5 


7 


Tipperary, N. - - 


- 


1 


- 


- 


4 


1 


1 


3 


7 


90 ' i 


3 


389 


6 


14a 


9 


Tipperary, S. - - 


- 


- 


1 


- 


3 


2 


3 


2 


8 


79 


2 


354 


9 


110 


12 


Tyrone ... 


1 


_ 


- 


- 


_ 


2 


, 3 


1 


5 


22 


1 " 


96 


6 


17 


7 


Waterford - 


- 


1 


- 


_ 


1 


3 


1 


1 


5 


36 


! i 


81 


5 


110 


0 


Westmeath ... 


_ 


_ 


1 


_ 


3 


_ 


3 


1 


6 


46 


i 


200 


7 


19 


8 


Wexford ... 


_ 


1 


_ 


_ 


3 


1 


3 


1 


7 


45 


i 


176 


8 


20 


1 9 


Wicklow ... 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


3 


2 


i 


5 


33 


i 


118 


6 


46 


1 7 


Cities and Towns : 
































Carrickfergus 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


- 


4 


- 


- 


| - 


Cork - 


_ 


_ 




_ 


1 


- 


_ 


1 


1 


1 


! 16 


07 


3 


3 


4 


Drogheda - 

(262. App.) 




- 










T ' 


1 

r 2 


" 


2 | 


- 


11 


“ 


(continued) 
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APPENDIX TO MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 





County Inspectors. 


Sub-Inspectors. 




Head Constables. 


Constables. 


Sub-Constables. 




AND TOWNS. 


1st 

Rate. 


! 

2d 

! Rate. 
1 


3d 

Rate. 


Extra 

Rato, 


1st 

Rate. 


2d 

Rate. 


3d 

Rate. 


1st 

Rate. 


2d 

Rate. 


- 


On 

Extra 

Pay. 


1st 

Rate. 


1st Rate 
onExtra 
Pay. 


I 2d 
I Rate. 


Horses. 


Cities and Towns — con 
Galway - 


time 


d. 






1 








1 


G 




19 


1 






Kilkenny - 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


- 


4 


- 


22 


_ 






Limerick - 


- 


- 


- 


- 


f 1 


- 


- 


- 


2 


8 


- 


33 


1 






Waterford - 


- 


- 


- 


- i 


1 1 { 


- 


- 


1 


- 


7 


- 


20 


2_| 






Depot for Recruits 


- 


- 


- 


“ | 


~ 


- 


4 


- 






- 


- 


- 


306 


_ 


Totals - - - 


5 




8 


0 | 


65 


72 


72 


44 


236 


1,567 


63 


0,939 


222 


2,315 




Reserve Force at Phoe-l 
nix Park - - -J 


- 





- 


- ! 


I 


a 


- 


0 


2 


6 


2 


03 


3 


318 


34 


Totals - - - 





22 


8 


6 


66 


74 


72 


50 


238 


1,573 


65 


7,002 


225 


2,033 


334 



R EC APITU L A TIO N . 



Inspector-general .... 


General 

1 


Deputy Inspectors-general 


2 


Assistant Inspectors-general 


2 


Receiver ------ 


1 


Surgeon ------ 


1 


'Veterinary Surgeon - 


I 


Paymasters - 


18 


.County Inspectors, 1st Rale 




Ditto - - - 2d ditto 


22 


Ditto - - - 3d ditto 


8 


Constabulary Office, Dublin Castle, 


1 


18 July 1848. 


; 



Reserve 

Force. 




General 








Force. 


- 


Sub-Inspectors, extra - 
Ditto - 1st Rate 


6 






Ditto - 2d ditto 








Ditto - ad ditto 




“ 




Head Constables, 1 st Rate 




6 


— 


Ditto - - 5>d ditto 






Constables - 


1,567 


(1 




Ditto, mounted, on extra pav 


- 


Sub-Constables, 1 st Rate - 


6,939 






Ditto, mounted, on extra pay 






Ditto - ditto - 2 d Rate 


2,315 


318 




Total - - - 


11,003 


403 


" 


Horses 


300 


34 



D. M‘ Gregor, 

Inspector-General. 



JNo. 2. 

•STATEMENT of the dM. : upon the Co„ iBraiHI W in in ono1l Coant,, County of. 

C “* ■“* 0°Mt y of a Tow,,, for the Yea, emtod am Decomfa l B «. 



COUNTY, CITY AND TOWN. 



.Antrim 
Armagh 
■Carlow - 

•Carrickfergus, Town 
■ Cavan - 
•Clare - 

Cork ... 
•Cork, City 
Donegal 
Down - 

Drogheda, Town - 
Dublin - - - 

Fermanagh - 
Galway 
Galway, Town 
Kerry - 
Kildare 
Kilkenny 
Kilkenny, City 
King’s - 
Leitrim 



£. 

10,708 

8,193 

7,503 



s. d. 
18 113 
10 23 



17 



1 0,608 
24,080 
3G,309 
3,551 
11,583 
8,438 
054 
9,011 
8,063 
27,324 
2,164 
10,297 
10,868 
18,061 
1,145 
13,452 
13,389 



i 

- OJ 
17 8} 



33 



12 0ft 
11 63 

15 0£ 

16 4| 
3 11 

1 43 
8 23 

3 93 
3 33 
19 43 



Constabulary Office, Dublin Castle 1 
18 July 1848. j 



COUNTY, CITY AND TOWN. 



Limerick 

Limerick, City 

Londonderry 

Longford 

Louth 

Mayo - 

Meath 

Monaghan - 
Queen’s 
Roscommon 
Sligo - 
Tipperary - 
Tyrone 
Waterford - 
Waterford, City 
Westmeath - 
Wexford 
Wicklow - 



Reserve and DcpSt 



Total - - - £. 



Whole Expenditure 



d. 

9 3 
43 
43 
53 



53 



£. 

28,335 
3,590 9 
0,298 5 
9,319 12 
8,062 18 
17,755 4 
16,212 10 
7,949 18 
14,346 14 1ft 
22,609 11 6 3 
9,778 2 2 
49,307 
7,8.10 
9,242 17 
1,492 - 
12,016 16 7 3 
11,905 7 C 
0,800 19 5j 
30,261 11 10 i 



23 

n 



519,740 12 -3 



A. B. Cane, 

Receiver. 



No. £ 
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No. 3. 

SUMMARY of die Tom Amotot of P 01101 employed on the 1st of January 1848, and of the Tor.L Exiesditom 
upon the said Constaeui.akv Foiice, for the lrhole of Ireland, for the Year ended at that Period ; showing the 
Proportion of snoh Total Espensc borne on the Consolidated Pnnd, and the Amonnt borne by Counties, Cities and 
Towns. 



Number. 


RANK. 


Total Expense. 


Proportion borne 
on the 

Consolidated Fund. 


Amount borne 
by 

Counties, Cities 
and Towns. 






£. s. c 1. 


£. t. d. 




1 


Inspector-general ------ 








2 


Deputy Inspectors-general ... - 








2 


Assistant Inspcctors-gencral - 








1 


Receiver -------- 








1 


Surgeon -------- 








1 


Veterinary Surgeon ------ 








18 


Paymasters - 








5 


County Inspectors, 1st Rate .... 








22 


- - ditto - - 2d ditto ... - 








8 


- - ditto - - 3d ditto - 








G 


Sub -Inspectors, extra Rate - - - - 


529,017 G G 


505,830 1 3£ 


23,781 5 2f 


GO 


- - ditto - - 1st ditto ... - 








74 


- - ditto - - 2d ditto ... - 








72 


- - ditto - - 3d ditto - 








50 


Head Constables, 1st Rate .... 








238 


- - ditto - - 2 d ditto ... - 








1,038 


Constables ------- 








7,227 


Sub-Constables, 1st Rate - - - 








2,633 


- - ditto - - 2d ditto - - - 








334 


Horses - -- -- -- - 








69 


Magistrates ------- 









Constabulary Office, Dublin Castle, 
18 July 1848. 



} 



A. B. Cake, 

Receiver. 



No. 4. 



RETURN of the Raxes of Salaries and Allowances of the Constabulary Force of Ireland on the 
1st of January 1848. 



Annual Salaries 

' Allowances. 

Inspector-General : 

Salary per annum - - - - ! 

Extra pay for every day on duty, at such 
a distance as to lie detained from his 
home for the night, 1 1. 

Travelling allowance, at 1.?. Oct. per mile, 
going to and returning from such duty. 

Salary of Clerks in Inspector-general’s j 
office - 

1st Deputy Inspector-General: 

Salary per annum - 
Extra pay and travelling allowance same 
as Inspector-general. 

2d Deputy Inspector-General: 

Salary per annum - - - - j 

Extra pay and travelling allowance same , 
as Inspector-general. 

I 

Assistant Inspector-General : j 

•Salary per annum - - - - i 

I 

(262. App.) 





Annual Salaries 
Allowances. 


Assistant Inspector-Gen. — cont' 1 . 


X. 5. d. 


Extra pay for every day on duty at such 
a distance as to be detained from bis 
home for the night, 10 s. 




Travelling allowance, when ordered on 
duty to any distance above 20 miles 
from his station, at the rate of 1 s. per 
mile, going and returning. 




Forage for two horses, at 2 s. per diem 
each. 




Stationery, commuted allowance (exclu- 
sive of books and printed returns), per 
annum - - 


8 - - 


Postage, actual expense per Postmaster’s 
receipt, to be certified at the foot of 
the quarterly account that the letters 
were on the Public Service. 




For an office and fuel and candles for the 
same, annually - 


18 5 - 


Receiver : 




Salary per annum - 


GOO - - 


Ditto, Clerks and Office - - - 


GOO - - 


T 3 


( continued ) 



£. s. d. 
1,500 - - 

1,840 

1,200 - - 
800 - - 
500 - 
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Surgeon : 



Annual Salaries 
Allowances. 



Annual Salaries 
Allowances. 



£. d. I Sub-Inspector, 1st Ra.tr : 



( 1 . 



Salary per annum - 

Forage for a horse, at 2 s. fffZ. per day. 



Salary per annum - 
Extra pay and travelling allowance same 
as extra Rate. 



150 - - 



Veterinary Surgeon : 



Forage, stationery and postage same as 
extra Rate. 



Salary per annum - - - 

Travelling allowance, at 1 s. per mile, 
going to fairs five miles distant from 
Dublin to inspect horses purchased for 
the constabulary. 



100 - 



Magistrates : 

As per Return hereunto annexed. 



County Inspector, 1st Rate ; 

Salary per anuum .... 

Extra pay at 8 s. per diem while attending 
assizes, quarter sessions, elections, or on 
any duty which necessarily detains him 
from his home during the night, and 
6 d. per mile when called on duty above 
20 miles from his residence. 

Forage for two horses, at 2 s. per diem 
each. 

Stationery, commuted allowance per an- 
num (exclusive of books and printed 
returns) ------ 

Postage, actual expense pa- postmaster’s 
receipt and certificate that the letters 
were on the Public Service. 

For an office, and fuel and candles for the 
same, annually 

County Inspector, 2d Rate : 

Salary per annum - 

Extra pay and travelling allowance same 
as 1st Rate. 

Forage, stationery, postage and allowance 
for an office same as 1st Rate. 



298 - 



18 5 



250 - 



County Inspector, 3d Rate: 

Salary per annum .... 
Extra pay and travelling allowance same 
as 1st Rate. 

Forage, stationery, postage and allowance 
for an office same as 1st Rate. 



Sub-Inspector, at extra Rate: 

Salary per annum - 

Extra pay, at 7s. per diem, while attending 
assizes, quarter sessions, elections, or on 
any duty by which he is necessarily de- 
tained from home during the night, and 
6 d. per mile for every mile travelled 
above 40. 

Forage for one horse, at 2 *. per diem. 

Stationery, commuted allowance (exclu- 
sive of books and printed returns), per 
annum - - . . J 1 

Postage, actual expense, on postmaster’s 
receipt and certificate of the letters be- 
ing on the Public Service. 



220 - 



180 - 



Sub-Inspector, 2d Rate : 

Salary per annum - 
Extra pay at 5s. per diem, nml travelling 
allowance same as extra Rato. 

Forage, stationery and postage same ns 
extra Rate. 

Sub-Inspector, :)d Rate : 

Salary per annum - 

Extra pay at 5 s. per diem, and travelling 
allowance same as extra Rate. 

Forage, stationery and postage same as 
extra Kate. 

N.B. — Ten (if tlic most deserving of the se- 
cond and third classes get 10/. a year in addition, 
for “ good services.” 

Paymasters : 

Salary per annum • - - - 

Extra pay at 7 s. per diem, while attend- 
ing Assizes or Road Sessions. 
Travelling allowance at 1 s. per mile on 
said duty. 

Stationery, commuted allowance (exclu- 
sive of books and printed returns), per 
annum - 

Postage, actual expense vouched by post- 
master’s receipt and certificate that all 
the letters were on the Public Service. 
Clerk ; an eligible constable or sub- 
constable to be allotted for this duty. 
For an office, and fael and candles for 
the same, per annum 

Head Constable, 1st Rate : 

I Salary per annum - 

Extra pay at 1 .?. 0 d per diem, on all 
duties on which necessarily detained 
from homo for the night, and for every 
day on a march from one county to 
another. 

IIeab Constable, 2d Rate : 

Salary per annum - 

Extra pay and marching allowance same 
as first rate. 

Mounted Constable : 

Salary per annum (from the 1st May 
1843, every Mounted Constable, after 
a vear’s satisfactory service, to have 
an increase of 3 l. per annum, per au- 
thority, dated 30th April 1840) 

Extra pay at 1 s. per diem, while attend- 
mg Assizes or Quarter Sessions as a wit- 
ness, but Gd. per diem if on duty only 
there, or at Elections, or on any other 
service by which he is necessarily de- 
tained from his home for the niirht. 



120 - - 



100 - - 



200 - ~ 



8 - - 



18 5 - 



00 - - 



50 - - 



32 7 - 
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Annual Salaries 
Allowances. 




Annual Salaries 
Allowances. 


Mounted Constable — continued. 


£. s. d. 


Constable — continued. 


£. s. d. 


Travelling allowance at 1 s. per diem when 
on a march from one county to another, 
but no extra pay for the same period. 

Forage for one horse, at 1 s. 8 d. per diem ; 
if at livery, aetual expense not exceed- 
ing 2 s. ; and if at grass, actual expense 
not exceeding the rate of the neigh- 
bourhood. 

For repairs of horse appointments, Os. id. 
per annum. 

For repairs of arms and accoutrements, 




For lodging allowance same as Mounted 
Constable. 

Sub-Constable, 1st Rate: 

Salary per annum (from the 1st May 
1845 every mounted Sub-Constable, 
after a year’s satisfactory service, to 
have an increase of lZ. 10 s. per an- 
num, per authority, dated 30th April 
1845) 


27 14 - 


3 s. per annum. 

For lodging allowance, where there is no 
barrack accommodation, at a rate not 
exceeding 0 s. per month. 

Constable : 

Salary per annum 

Extra pay aiul travelling allowance same 


32 7 - 


Extra pay and travelling allowance 
same as Constable. 

For repairs of arms and accoutrements 
same as Constable. 

For lodging allowance same as Constable. 
Sub-Constable, 2d Rate : 




as mounted constable. 




Salary per annum .... 


24 - - 


For repairs of arms and accoutrements 
same as Mounted Constable. 




Extra pay and other allowances same as 
Constable. 





In addition to the allowances specified under each rank, there are the following ; viz. 

Compensation for clothing, when not supplied in kind, at 2 s. 7 d. per month. 

Medical allowance at 0 d. per month for each County and Sub-Inspector, Head Constable, Constable, and Sub- 
Constable. 

Hent and expense of a store at 10 Z. per annum in each county and riding. 

Allowance for the purchase of public horse, 23 Z. 

Allowance to Drill Constables for depot at 5 Z. per annum each. 

Stationery for each Constable in charge of a station at (i d. per month. 

Allowance for fuel and light for a guard at each barrack station, not exceeding 5 Z. per annum. 

Allowance to Head and other Constables and Sub-Constables absent from home on duty in plain clothes ; viz. 

To a Head Constable in the country, 3 s. per night. 

To a Head Constable in Dublin, 4 s. per night. 

To a Head Constable in England, 6 s. per night. 

To a Constable or Sub-Constable in the country, 2 s. per night. 

To a Constable or Sub-Constable in Dublin, 2 s. 6 d. per night. 

To a Constable or Sub-Constable in England, 3 s. 6 d. per night. 

Allowance for straw for bedding at 2 d. per month for each Head and other Constable or Sub-Constable. 

Constabulary Office, Dublin Castle, 1 A. B. Cane, 

18 July 1848. J Receiver. 



No. 5. 



RETURN of Stipendiary Magistrates existing on 1st January 1848, showing their Numbers and Rates of 
Salaries and Allowances. 



Number 

of 

Magistrates. 


Salary 

Annum. 


Lodging 

Allowance 

per 

Annum. 


Forage 

Allowance 

D 1 ’" 

a. d. 

- nil - 1 

- nil - 
4 - . 
i - 1 
4 - 


Stationery • 

j P« r : a 
Annum. ' 


Allowance 

for 

a Clerk 
per Annum. 


Allowance 

of a Mounted 
Orderly. 


Extra Pay. 


Travelling 

Allowance. 


Two 

Two 

Seven 

Thirty-seven 

Twenty-one 


£. a. d. 
005 7 - 
401 10 0 
400 - - i 
400 - - 
360 - - 


£. s. d. 

- nil 
184 12 4 
100 - - 

- nil - 

- nil 


A 

8 | 

8 

8 

8 

8 


Actual Expense 


£. 

30 • 
30 

36 , 

30 
• 36 


2 s. id. per 
diem from 
thelstJan. 
1840. 


10 a. per night 
while absent on 
any duty at such 
a distance as to 
be necessarily 
detained from 
home for the 
night, and 2s. GcZ. 
per day in addi- 
tion if on duty 
in Dublin. 


At 1 s. per 
mile going and 
returning from 
duty at any 
place more than 
20 miles dis- 
tance from 

home. 



Constabulary Office, Dublin Castle, 1 A. B. Cane, 

18 July 1848. J Receiver. 
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ABSTRACT 



APPENDIX TO MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 



ABSTRACT of a Statement of the Amount of Constabulary Force employed in each Coiyity, County 
of a City, and County of a Town, in Ireland, on the 1st day of January 1849 (pursuant to Act G Will 1 
c. 13, s. 57). ‘ ’ 



ABSTRACT STATEMENT, exhibiting the effective Strength of the Constabulary Force in each County and 
County of a City or Town in Ireland, on 1st J anuary 1849 ; witli the Total Expenditure on account thereof fo • 
the Year ending 31st December 1848. ’ 1 



County Sub- Head Acting Sub- Total, No. of 

it i r L , , Constables. 

Inspectors. Inspectors. Constables. Constables. Constables, all Ranks. Horses. 



Galway - 
Kerry - 
Kildare - 
Kilkenny 
King’s County 
Leitrim - 
Limerick 
Londonderry - 
Longford 
Louth - 
Mayo 
Meath - 
Monaghan 
Queen’s County 
Roscommon - 
Sligo 

Tipperary 
Tyrone - 
"Waterford 
"Westmeath - 
"Wexford 
Wicklow 



Cities and Towns : 
Carrickfergus 
Cork - 



Depot for Recruits - 
Reserve Force at Flicenix Park 



10,269 8 64 
8,421 17 4J 
7,447 8 5 
16,964 3 3J 

25.968 19 9J 

39.968 8 35 
10,630 12 9 5 

8,857 5 3 3 
9,777 12 5-i 
8,112 13 9 3 
30,852 9 9 5 
12,462 18 -i 
10,935 9 7 
10,900 7 11 3 
14,386 11 2 3- 
13,887 7 8 
33,570 14 3 
5,415 17 -J 
10,470 3 73 
8,772 15 8 
19,151 14 92 
16,010 2 3i 
0,503 17 21 
14,813 4 8 3 
24,155 9 11 
10,928 17 lli 
53,396 14 5J 
0,280 11 3J 
11,597 5 -J- 
12,590 13 - J 
11,496 3 45 
10,024 7 63 



175 12 11 i 
3,006 10 4 ; 

836 14 -3 
2,14£ 17 5 J 
1,107 1 7 
3,077 14 92- 
2,470 1 8 -2 



1 - - 13,922 17 1 2 

332 378 ' 34 16,995 18 9 

9,503 12,212 344 552,278 15 8 5 
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No. 2. 



ABSTRACT of STATEMENTS, showing the Total Strength of the Constabulary Force in Ireland on 
the 1st day of January 184D, distinguishing the Number in each flank, with the Kate of Pay and Allowances to the 
same respectively. 



Inspector-general 



Ditto - 

Deputy Inspectors-general 
Assistant Inspectors-geueralj 



Receiver 
Ditto - 
Surgeon - 

Veterinary Surgeon 



Paymasters 



Magistrates 



County Inspectors, 1st Rate 



Ditto - 
Ditto - 



- 2d Rate 

- 3d Rate 



Sub-Inspectors, at extra 
Rate. 



Rate of Pay per Annum. ! 



Extra Pay, Travelling and other Allowance*, 



Extra pay for every day on duty at such a distance as to be detained 
from homo for the night, 1 7. 

Travelling allowai 



1,975 

800 

500 



3 , 1 «. fi d. per mile, going and returning. 

Salaries of Clerks in Inspector-general’s office. 

Extra pay and travelling allowance same as Inspector-general. 

Extra pay for every (lay on duty at such a distance as to be detained 
from home for the night, 10 s. 

| Travelling allowance, beyond 20 miles from the station, Is. per mile, 
i Forage for two horses, at 2 s. per diem each, 



Stationery, commuted allowance (exclusive of books and printed re- 
' turns), 87. per annum. 



300 - 
100 - 



200 - - each 



2 at 605 7 
2 at 4G1 10 
46 at V) - 



Postage, actual expense. 

For an office, and fuel and caudles for the same, 18 7. 5 s. 



Clerks and office. 

Forage for a horse, at 2 s. 6(7. per day. 



Travelling allowance, Is. per mile going to fairs five miles distant from. 
Dublin, to inspect horses purchased for the Constabulary. 



Extra pay, at 7 s. per diem, while attending assizes or road sessions. 
Travelling allowance, at Is. per mile. 

Stationery, at 1 7. per annum (exclusive of books and printed returns). 
Postage, actual expense. 

Clerk ; an eligible Constable or Sub-Constable to be allotted for this duty. 
For an office, mid fnel and candles for the same, 187. 5s. per annum. 



• 1847. 12s. 4cZ. each per annum, lodging allowance. 



250 - - 
220 - - 
180 - - 



Whereof six 1007. each per annum, lodging allowance, and 4s. per diem, 
forage allowance ; the remainder the forage allowance of 4 s. per diem 



only. 

4 s. per diem forage allowance. 



Each magisirate has also the following allowances • viz.— 

8 7. per annum, stationery. 

Postage, actual expense. 

367. per annum, allowance foa a Clerk. 

2 s. 4(7. per diem, allowance in lieu of a Mounted Orderly. 

10 s. per night while absent on duty, and 2 s. 6 d. per day in addition if 
on duty in Dublin. 

Travelling allowance, 1 s. per mile, when 20 miles from home. 

Extra pay, at 8 s. per diem, when from home for the night, and 6 d. per 
mile above 20 miles from residence. 1 

Forage for two horses, at 2 s. per diem each. 

Stationery, 87. per annum (exclusive of hooks and printed returns). 
Postage, actual expense. 

F or an office, and for fuel and candles for the same, 181. 5 s. per annum. 
Extra pay and allowances same as 1st Rate. 

Extra pay and allowances same as 1st Rate. 



Extra pay, at 7 s. per diem, when detained from home for tho night, and 
6 (7. per mile for every mile travelled above 40. 



Forage for one horse, at 2 s. per diem. 

Stationery, 2 7. per annum (exclusive of books and printed returns). 
Postage, actual expense. 



Extra pay and allowances same as extra Rate. 



Ditto - . i s t Rate | 
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RANK. 


No. iu 
Rank. 


Rate of Pay per Annum. 


Extra Pay, Travelling anil other Allowances. 






£. s. d. 


- 


Sub-Inspectors, 2d Rate- 


83 


120 - - each 


Extra pay, at 6 s. per diem, with allowances the same as extra Rate 


Ditto - - 3d Rate - 


87 


100 - - „ 


Extra pay, at 5 s. per diem, with allowances the same as extra Rate 








Nole.-1m of the most deserving of the second nud third classes nt 
10 1. a year in addition for “ good services.” 8 ° et 


Head Constables, 1st Rate 


58 


CO - - „ 


Extra pay, at 1 s.GtZ. per diem, when detained from home for the nivht 
and tor every day on a march from one county to another. g ’ 


Ditto - - 2d Rate 


274 


50 - - „ 


Extra pay and allowances same as 1st Rate. 








Extra pay, at 1 s. per dieni, while attending assizes or quarter sessions 
as a witness, but 6 d. per diem if on duty only there or at election, 2 


Constables (Infantry) -J 


1,714 


{ -l - - I) 


forTlie night 3Cl ' V1Ce b y wluchhei8noces3ari, y detained from his homo 

Travelling allowance, at 1 s. per diem, when on a march from one conntv 
to another, but no extra pay for the same period. J 


Forage for one horse, at 1 s. 8 d. per diem ; if at livery, actual expense not 
exceeding 2 s. ; and if at grass, actual expense not exceeding the rate 
of the neighbourhood. b 








For repairs of horse appointments, Us. 4 d. per annum. 

For repairs of arms and accoutrements, 3.9. per annum. 

For lodging allowance, where thero is no barrack accommodation nt » 








rate not exceeding 6 s. per month. ’ 


Acting Con«tables(Infantry) 


381 


'"•30 - - „ 


Extra pay and allowances same ns Mounted Constables. 


Sub- Constables, 1st Rate 


8,101 


1 27 14 - 


Extra pay and allowances same as Constable. 


Ditto - - 2d Rate 


1,921 


24 „ | 


Extra pay and allowances same as Constable. 



* From 1 October 1848. 

per a^th ori ty^d at etf 30 April ]^ nted Sulj ' ConstabIe > after a 3' ear ’ s satisfactory service, to have an increase of 1 Z. 10 s. per annum, 



In addition to the allowances specified under each rank, there are the following ; viz. 

Compensation for Clothing, when not supplied in kind, at 2 s. 7 d. per month. 

Medical allowance, at 6 d. per month, for each County and Sub-Inspector, Head Constable, Constable and Sub-Constable. 
Itent and expense of a store, at 10 1. per annum in each county and riding. 

Allowance to Drill Constables for dep6t, at 5 1. per annum each. 

Allowance for the purchase of a public horse, 23 1. 

Stationery for each Constable in charge of a station, at fli. per month. 

Allowance for fuel and light for a guard at each barrack station, not exceeding 6 l. per annum. 

Allowance to Head and other Constables and Sub-Constables absent from home on duty in plain clothes ; viz. 

To a Head Constable in the country, 3 s. per night 
To a Head Constable in Dublin, 4 s. per night. 

To a Head Constable in England, 5 s. per night. 

To a Constable or Sub-Constable in the country, 2 s. per night. 

To a Constable or Sub-Constable in Dublin, 2 s. Gd. per night. 

To a Constable or Sub-Constable in England, 3s. Gd. per night. 

Allowance for straw for bedding, at 2d. per month for each Head and other Constable and Sub-Constable. 



SUMMARY. 

Tor.! Number o£ Officer, and Men in file Fore ou 1 January 1849 (including 70 Magistrates) 12,828 
Number of Horses ________ „ 



Total Expense of the Force in the year 1848 SC)2 506 10 10 J 

Of which the proportion charged on the Consolidated Fund was - - - - £.625,386 8 4} 

And the Amount borne by Counties, Cities and Towns, was - £ w qy,120 2 6 
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CONSTABULARY (IRELAND). CONSTABULARY (CORK). 

ABSTRACT of a Statement of the Amount of Constabulary Force employed in each County, County of a 
City, and County of a Town, m Ireland, on the 1st day of January 3850 (pursuant to Act 6 Will. 4, c. 13, s. 57); 
and, of a Return of the Increase in the Number of the Constabulary Force in the County of Cork, 
since the passing of the Act u & 10 Viet. c. 97; tile Number of Police Stations since established or 
augmented ; and the Amount charged to the County for defraying the Expense of such Increase of Force. 



No. I. 



STATEMENT, exhibiting the Smectite Strength of the Constabulary Force in each County and County of a 
City or Town in Ireland, on 1st January 1860 ; with tho Total ExrENraTunE on account thereof, for tlio Year 
ending 31st December 1849. 



COUNTIES, CITIES 
AND TOWNS. 


County 

Inspectors. 


Sub- 

Inspectors. 


Head 

Constables. 


Constables 


Constables. 


Sub- 

Cons tables. 


Total, 
all Banks. 


Number 
of Horses. 


Total 

Expenditure 

County for the 
Year 1849. 


Counties : 

Antrim ----- 


1 


6 


7 


35 


14 


, 1G1 






£. s. d. 
11,081 13 ftj 


Armagh ----- 






G 


25 


13 


100 


159 


7 


9,010 8 34- 


Carlow ----- 


1 

1 


4 


5 


27 


G 


113 






7.GG9 7 2 


Cavan ----- 




10 


53 


(i 


321 






17,285 G 64 


Glare ----- 






11 


(Hi 


10 


312 






22,757 10 6j 


Cork (East and West) - 


2 


1ft 


25 


330 


32 


733 


941 


23 


40,290 15 4J- 


Donegal ----- 


1 


8 


11 


34 


10 


140 


210 


10 


10,642 - 1* 


Down ----- 






it 


34 


12 


275 


23(5 




12,312 5 If 


Dublin ----- 




5 


6 


44 


G 


177 


239 


8 


9,938 7 24 


Fermanagh - 


1 


5 


G 


30 


ft 


136 


187 


7 


7,953 G 7 


Galway ( East and West) - 


2 


15 


20 


06 


18 


549 


700 


19 


31,404 4 Hi 


Kerry ----- 


1 


(i 


7 


37 




180 


238 


8 


12,044 ID 11J 


Kildare ----- 




5 


7 


46 


ft 


199 


2G7 


7 


11,292 10 14 


Kilkenny - - - - 

King’s County - - - 


1 


8 


ft 


07 


8 


354 


447 


10 


19,8G1 1G 8i 




a 


7 


58 


8 ! 


272 


352 


7 


15,448 18 34 


Leitrim ----- 


1 


G 


ft 


40 


7 


251 








Limerick - 


1 


ft 


17 


106 


12 


657 








Londonderry - - - - 


1 


4 




17 


7 


4ft 


83 


6 


5,251 12 14 


Longford - - - - 


1 


5 


(5 


31 


5 


178 


226 


7 


10,358 12 6 


Louth - - - - - | 


1 


6 


G 


30 


7 


152 


201 


7 


8,658 1 4J 


Mayo ----- 


1 


ft 


10 


50 


ft 


337 


425 


10 


19,386 18 If 


Meath ----- 


1 


8 


30 


57 


ft 


331 


41 G 


10 


16,035 - 8i 


Monaghan - 


1 


4 


5 


28 


G 


151 


195 


6 


8,634 8 44- 


Queen’s County - 


1 


8 


12 


52 


8 


267 


348 


10 


14,773 12 64 


Roscommon - - - - 


| 1 


7 


13 


70 


8 


4 97 


596 


9 


24,232 13 10i 


Sligo ----- 


1 


0 , 


8 


2!) 


8 


172 


224 


8 


11,568 12 8 


Tipperary (North and South) - 


2 


29 


32 


178 


1ft 


1,029 


1,279 


24 


55,643 11 3 


Tyrone ----- 


1 1 


G 


7 


25 


G 


133 


178 


8 


8,750 15 111 


Waterferd - 


1 1 


G 


8 


40 


7 


199 


2G1 






Westmeath - 


1 


7 


8 


, 47 


ft 


213 


285 


9 


12,G14 18 8i 


Wexford - 


1 


7 


8 


42 


18 


176 


252 


9 


11,948 12 9J 


Wicklow - 


1 


4 


6 


37 


7 


1G9 


224 


7 


10,172 11 54 


Cities and Towns : 




















Carrickfergus - - - - 


. 


_ 


. 


1 


1 


3 


5 




175 8 11J- 


Cork 


- 


1 


3 


1» 


2 


88 


113 


4 


3,927 6 7* 


Drogheda - - - - | 


- 


2 


1 


3 


2 


18 


25 


- 


1,009 2 44 


Galway ----- 


- 


1 


1 


7 


2 


47 i 


58 


1 


2,633 14 11 


Kilkenny - - 


- 


- 


2 


4 


2 


35 ! 


43 


- 


1,550 3 54 


Limerick - 


- 


1 


2 


10 


3 


GO 


76 


1 


3,40G 15 45 


Waterford - 


' - 


I 


*2 


10 


2 


50 i 


65 


2 


2,643 4 -5 


Depdt (Recruits') - 




1 




. . 


. . 


419 


420 




7,259 6 






6 


10 


27 


24 


387 


454 


39 


14,390 2 6 


Officers at Head Quarters (a) - 


- 


- 


- ~ 1 


- 


- 


- 


(a) 2G 


- 


9,943 15 9(J, 


Total - - - 


35 


247 


336 ! 


1,751 ■ 


3G4 j 


9,999 


12,758 


353 


663,697 9 7i 



(tt) 1 Inspector-general, 4 Deputy and Assistant Inspectors-general, 1 Receiver, 1 Surgeon, 1 Veterinary Surgeon, and 18 Pay- 
masters. 

( h) Salaries and Allowances of Officers at Head Quarters, and General Contingencies, 
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No. 2. 



STATEMENT, showing the Total Strength of the Constabulary Force in Ireland on the 1st day of January- 
1850 ; distinguishing the Number in each Rank, with the Rate of Pay and Allowances to the same respectively. 



RANK. 


No. 
in each 
Rank. 


Rate of Pay per Annum. 


Extra Pay, Travelling anil other Allowances. 






£. s. d. 


‘ 


Inspector-general - 


1 


1,500 - - 


Extra pay, 1 !. per diem when on duty, at such a distance as to be de- 
tained from home for tlic night. 

Travelling allowance, 1 a. (i d. per mile, going and returning. 


Ditto - 


- - 


2,154 14 3 


Salaries of clerks in Inspector-general’s olHce. 


Deputy Inspectors-general 


2 


800 - - each 


Extra pay and travelling allowance same sis Inspector-general. 


Assistant Inspectors-gene- 
ral. 


2 


500 - - „ 


Extra pay, 10 s. per diem, when on duty at such a distance as to be 
detained from home for the night. 

Travelling allowance, 1 s. per mile, when beyond 20 miles from the 
station. 

Forage for two horses, at 2 s. per diem each. 


Receiver ... 


1 


GOO - - 


With 600/. per annum commuted allowance for Clerks and office. 


Surgeon - 


1 


300 - - 


Forage for a horse, at 2 s. per diem. 


Veterinary Surgeon 


1 


100 - - 


Travelling allowance, 1 s. per mile going to fairs five miles distant from 
Dublin, to inspect horses purchased for the Constabulary. 


Paymasters - 


18 


200 - - each 

2 at 605 7 - „ 

2 at 4G1 10 9 „ 


Extra pay, at 7 s. per diem, when attending assizes or road sessions. 
Travelling allowance, at 1 s. per mile. 

Stationery, 8/. per annum (exclusive of books and printed returns). 
Postage, actual expense. 

Clerk, an eligible Constable or Sub -Constable to be allotted for this duty. 
For an office, and for fuel and candles for the same, it!/. 5 a. per annum. 

184/. 12 .v. 4 d. each per annum lodging allowance. 


Magistrates - 


70 


16 at 350 - - „ 


Whereof six lmvc 100/. each per annum lodging allowance, and 4s. per 
diem forage allowance ; the remainder, tho forage allowance of 4 s. per 
diem only. 

4 s. per diem forage allowance. 

Each Magistrate has also the following allowances ; viz. 

8 /. per annum stationery. 

36 /. per annum allowance for a Clerk (excepting the two Magistrates 
having salaries of 605 /. 7 s.) 

Postage, actual expense. 

2 s. 4 c/. per diem, allowance in lieu of a Mounted Orderly. 

10 s. per night when absent from home on duty, and 2 s. 6 d. per day, in 
addition, if on duty in Dublin. 

Travelling allowance, 1 s. per mile, when beyond 20 miles from home. 


County Inspectors, 1st 
L _ Rate. 


5 


298 - - „ 


Extra pay at 8 s. per diem when absent from home lor the night, and 
6 d. per mile when called upon duty above 20 miles from residence. 
Forage for two horses, at 2 s. per diem each. 

Stationery 8 /. per annum (exclusive of hooks and printed returns). 
Postage, actual expense. 

For an office, and for fuel and candles for the same, 18/. 5 s. per annum. 


Ditto - - - 2d Rate 


22 


250 - - „ 


Extra pay and allowances same as 1 st Rate. 


Ditto - - - 3d Rate 


8 


220 - - „ 


Extra pay and allowances same as 1st Rate. 


Sub-Inspectors, at Extra 
Rate. 


6 


180 - - „ 


Extra pay at 7 s. per diem, when detained from home for the night, 
^ and 6 d. per mile for every mile travelled above 40. 

Forage for one horse, at 2 s. per diem. 

Stationery 2 1. per annum (exclusive of hooks and printed returns). 
Postage, actual expense. 


Sub-Inspectors - 1st Rate 


73 


150 - - „ 


Extra pay and allowances same as extra Rato. 


Ditto - - • 2d Rate 


81 


120 - - „ 


Extra pay at 5 s. per diem, with allowances the same as extra Rate. 


Ditto - - - 3d Rate 


87 


100 - - „ 


Extra pay at bs. per diem, with allowances the same as extra Rate. 
No/e. — Ten of the most deserving of the Second and Third Classes 
receive 10 /. a year in addition for “ good services.” 


Head Constables, 1st Rate 


57 


60 - - „ 


Extra pay at 1 s. 6 </. per diem, when detained from home for the night, 
and for every day on a march from one county to another. 

Note. — One Head Constable, specially appointed, receives 70/. 
per annum. 


Ditto - - - 2d Rate 


279 


50 - - „ 


Extra pav and allowances same ns 1st Rato. 


Constables, Mounted 


59 


38 - - „ 


Extra pay at 1 s. per diem, when attending assizes or quarter sessions 
as a witness, hut (i d. per diem if on duty only there or at elections, 
or on any other service by which necessarily detained from home 
. for the night. 

Travelling allowance at 1 s. per diem, when on a inarch from one county 
to another, but no extra pay for the same period. 

Forage for one horse, at 1 s. 8 d. per diem ; if at livery, actual expense 
not exceeding 2 s. ; and if at grass, actual expense not exceeding the 
rate of the neighbourhood. 

For repairs of horse appointments, 9 s. 4d. per annum. . 

For repairs of arms ana accoutrements, 3 s. per annum. 

For lodging allowance, where there is no barrack accommodation, at a 
rate not exceeding 6 s. per month. 
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RANK. 


No. 

Rank. 


Rate of Pay per Annum. 


Extra Pay, Travelling and other Allowances. 


Constables, Infantry 


1,G02 


£. s. d. 

36 - - each 


Extra pay and allowances for travelling, arms and accoutrements and 
lodging, same as Mounted Constables. 








Note. — A limited number (uot exceeding 15), specially appointed, 
receive a salary of 40 1. each per annum. “ * 


Acting Constables, Mount- 
ed or Dismounted. 


3G4 


30 - - „ 


Extra pay and allowances same as Constables. 


Sub-Constables - 1st Rate 


8,555 


27 14 - „ 


Extra pay and allowances same os Constables. 








Note. — Every Mounted Sub-Constable, after a year’s satisfactory 
service, receives an increase of 1 1 . 10 s. per annum. The number of 
this class receiving 29 1. 4 s. per annum is 221. 


Ditto - - - 2d Rato 


1,444 


24 - - „ 


Extra pay and allowances same as Constables. 



In addition to tlie Allowances specified under each Rank, there are the following ; viz. 

Compensation for Clothing, when not supplied in kind, at 2 s. 7 d. per month. 

Medical Allowance, at (id. per month, for each County and Sab-Inspector, Head Constable, Constable and Sub-Constable. 
Rent and expense of a Store, at 10 1. per annum, in each County and Riding. 

Allowance to Drill Constables for Dejibt, 5 1. per annum each. 

Allowance for the purchase of a public horse, 23 1. 

Stationery for each Constable in charge of a station, 0 d. per month. 

Allowance for Fuel and Light for a Guard at each Barrack Station, not exceeding 5 1. per annum. 

Allowance for Straw for Budding, at 2 d. per month for each Head and other Constable and Sub-Constable. 

Allowance to i Load and other Constables, and Sub-Conshibles absent from home on duty in plain clothes ; viz. 

To a Head Constable in the Country, 3 a. per night. 

,, in Dublin, 4s. per night. 

„ in England, 15 s. per night. 

To a Constable or Sub-Constable in the Country, 2 s. per night. 

„ „ in Dublin, 2 s. 0 d. per night. 

„ „ in England, 3 s. (5 d. per night. 

Rates of Pay for Disposable Men ; viz. 

To a Head Constable in Town or Country in Ireland, 4 s. G d. per night. 

To a Constable ,, „ ,, 3 s. ,, 

To a Acting Constable or Constable „ 2 s. 6 d. „ 

To a Head Constable out of Ireland, 5 s. per night. 

To all other Constables ,, 3 s. 6 d. „ 



SUM M A R Y. 



Total Number of Officers and Men in the Force on 1st January 1850 (including 70 Magistrates) - 12,758 

Number of Dorses --------------- - 353 



Total Expense of the Force in the Year 1849 _________ £.563,097 9 7 £ 

Of which the proportion charged on tho Consolidated Fund was - £.523,771 4 3 £ 

And the Amount borne by Counties, Cities and Towns, was ------£. 39,926 4 3 } 



RETURN of the Increase in the Number of the Constabulary Force in the County of Cork, since the passing 
of the Act 9 & 10 Yict. c. 97. 





Increase of Constables 


Amount charged 




YEARS 










Sub-Constables. 


the County. 








£. a. d. 




1846 - 


140 






1847 - 


157 


4,481 7 3J 


Number of New Stations established - 24 




16 


5,339 - - 


Number of Old Stations augmented - 62 


1849 - 


G 


5,514 12 6 




1850 - 


— 


- 










the County Force / 







(262. App.) d u 3 
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ABSTRACT of a Statement of the Amount of Constabulary Force employed in each County, County 
of a City, aud County of a Town, in Ireland, ou the 1 st day of January 1851 (pursuant to Act 
6 Will. 4, c. 13, S. 57). 



No. 1. 



STATEMENT, exhibiting the Fffective Strength of the Constabulary Force in each County and County of a 
City or Town in Ireland, on 1 st January 1851 ; with the Total Expenditure on account thereof, for the Year 
ending 31st December 1850. 



COUNTIES, CITIES 


County 


Sub- 


Head 


lonstables. 


jonstable8.| 


Sub- 

lonstablos. 


Total, 
all Ranks. 


Ilorscs. 


ExjKnditure 
of each County 












the Year 1850. 


Counties : 


1 


5 


7 


37 


12 


1GG 


228 


8 


£. s . d . 
11,121 3 2i 


Armagh - 


1 


5 


C 


25 


13 


108 


358 


7 


8,025 5 43 




1 


4 


5 


27 


6 


113 


356 


G 


7,818 17 5 £ 


Cavan ----- 


1 


8 


10 


53 


9 


315 


39G 


30 


10,986 7 G 




1 


0 


11 


G2 


12 


311 


40G 


11 


19,008 15 - 


Cork (East and West) - 


2 


19 


25 


132 


25 


744 


947 


23 


40,891 7 73 


Donegal - 


1 


8 


11 


34 


17 


145 


21G 


10 


11,858 -33 


Down ----- 


1 


o 


8 


34 


12 


173 


234 


8 




Dublin ----- 


1 


5 


0 


40 


7 


173 


232 


8 


10,340 18 3 i 


Fermanagh - 


1 


5 


6 


28 


8 


136 


184 


7 


8,087 15 4 J 


Galway (East and W est) 


2 


15 


20 


.97 


10 


547 


G!)7 


19 


31,582 7 11 


Kerry ----- 


1 


6 


7 


37 


8 


177 


236 


8 


12,420 0 10 i 




1 


5 


7 


3!) 


9 


191 


252 


7 


11,413 18 10 


Kilkenny - 


1 


8 


9 


GG 


9 


341 


434 


10 


19,048 12 -i 


King’s County - 


1 


6 


7 


5G 


8 


209 


347 


8 


16,617 14 2 


Leitrim ----- 


1 


0 


9 


40 


8 


262 


316 


8 


14,300 13 8 


Limerick ... - 


1 


9 


17 


103 


9 


G5J 


790 


11 


32,339 11 2 


Londonderry - - - - 


1 


4 


5 


17 


6 


73 


10G 


6 


5,299 1 6.} 


Longford - 


1 


5 


6 


32 


6 


348 


198 


7 


10,279 5 10 i 


Louth ----- 


1 


5 


1 6 


30 


8 


145 


395 


7 


9,100 16 8 J 


Mavo ----- 


1 


9 


10> 


57 


10 


205 


352 


11 


17,971 1 -1 


Meath ----- 


1 


8 ' 


10 


59 


9 


334 


421 


10 


17,307 34 0 3 


Monaghau - 


1 


4 


5 


29 


a 


153 


198 


G 


8,802 18 1 


Queen’s County - 


1 


8 


12 


62 


9 - 


271 


353 


10 


16,012 9 0 


Roscommon - - - - 


1 


7 


32 


67 


8 


489 


584 


9 


24,053 4 2 1 


Sligo ----- 


1 ! 


6 


8 


32 


7 


174 j 


228 


8 


11,101 19 103 


Tipperary (North and South) - 


2 1 


19 


32 1 


179 


21 


907 


3,220 


24 


53,938 14 2 .} 


Tyrone ----- 


1 


6 


G 


2G 






181 


8 






1 


0 


8 


39 


7 


188 


249 


7 


12,403 8 -4 


Westmeath - - - - 


1 


7 


8 


46 


9 


214 


285 


9 


12,860 13 2 3 




1 




8 


38 


15 


177 


24G 


9 


11,771 9 H3 


Wicklow - - - - 


1 


5 


6 


3G 


G 


173 


227 


7 


10,009 10 9 i 


Cities and Towns : 






















- 


- 




l 


- 


3 


4 


- 


100 7 11 i 


Cork ----- 




1 


3 


18 


2 


87 


111 


4 


4,197 14 7 


Drogheda - 




1 


1 


3 


2 


19 


20 


1 


1,017 16 5 


Galway ----- 


- - 


1 


1 


7 


2 


45 


5G 


1 


2,744 4 5 3- 


Kilkenny - - - - 


- 


- 


2 


5 


2 


35 


44 


- 


3,515 16 74 


Limerick - 


- 


1 


2 


10 


3 


03 


79 


1 


3,042 15 -4 


Waterford - 


- 


1 


2 


10 


2 


53 


GG 


3 


2,010 19 9 


— 




















Depot (Recruits) - 




- 


. . 


- 


- 


454 


454 


- 


8,002 9 11 i 


Reserve Force at Fhcenix Parle 




C 


10 


13 


21 


19G 


246 


36 


12,313 1 33 


Officers at Head Quarters (a) - 


- ' 


• 1 - ’ 








' - 


(«) 25 


- 


j (5)9,814 7 5 4 


Total - - - 


35 


1 24(1 


334 


1,716 


355 


9,674 


12,385 


j 352 


j 562,183 11 6 J 



(а) 1 Inspector-general, 4 Deputy and Assistant Inspeetors-general, 1 Receiver, 1 Surgeon, 1 Veterinary Surgeon and 17 Pay- 

masters. 

(б) Salaries and Allowances of Officers at Head Quarters, and General Contingencies. 
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No. 2. 



STATEMENT, showing the Total Strength of the Constabulary Force in Ireland on the 1st day of January 1 S 51 ; 
distinguishing the Number in each Rank, with the Rate of Pay and Allowances to the same respectively. 



RANK. 


No. 
in each 
Rank. 


Rate of Pay per Annum. 


Extra Pay, Travelling and other Allowances. 






£. x. a. 




Inspector-general - 


1 


1,600 - - 


Extra pay, 1 7. per diem, when on duty at such a distance as to be de- 
tained from home for the night. 

Travelling allowance, 1 s. (1 d. per mile, going and returning. 


Ditto - 


- - 


2,280 14 0 


Salaries of Clerks in Inspector-general’s office. 


Deputy Inspectors-gcncral 


2 


800 - - each 


Extra pay and travelling allowance same as Inspector-general. 


Assistant Inspectors-genc- 
ral. 




500 - - „ 


Extra pay, 10 s. per diem, when on duty at such a distance as to be de- 
tained from home for the night. 

Travelling allowance, 1 s. per mile, when beyond 20 miles from the 
station. 

Forage for two horses, at 2 s. per diem each. 


Receiver - 


1 


COO - - 


With GOO 7. per annum commuted allowance for Clerks and office. 


Surgeon - 


1 


300 - - 


Forage for a horse, at 2 s. per diem. 


Veterinary Surgeon 


1 


100 - - 


Travelling allowance, 1 s. per mile going to fail's five miles distant from 
Dublin, to inspect horses purchased for the Constabulary. 


Paymasters - - - ! 


17 

r 

1 


200 - - each 

1 at 005 7 - 
2at4Gl 10 9 each 


Extra pay, at 7 s. per diem, while attending assizes or road sessions. 
Travelling allowance, at I s. per mile. 

Stationery, 8 7. per annum (exclusive of books and printed returns). 
Postage, actual expense, 

18 /. 5 s. per annum for an office, and for fuel and candles for the same. 
1847. 12s. 4 if. each per annum, lodging allowance. 


Magistrates - 


"1 


CO at 400 - - „ 
12 at 350 „ 


Whereof five have 100 7. each per annum, lodging allowance, and 4 s. 
per diem, forage allowance ; the remainder have only the forage 
allowance of 4 s. per diem. 

4 s. per diem, forage allowance. 

Each Magistrate has also the following Allowances ; viz. 

8 7. per annum, stationery. 

36 1. per annum, allowance for a Clerk (excepting the Magistrate having 
a salary of 005 7. 7 s.) 

Postage, actual expense. 

2 s. 4 a. per diem, allowance in lieu of a Mounted Orderly. 

10 s. per night when absent from home on duty, and 2 s. 6 d. per day, 
in addition, if on duty in Dublin. 

Travelling allowance, 1 s. per mile, when beyond 20 miles from home. 


■ County Inspectors, 1st 
Rate. 


5 


298 - - „ 


Extra pay, at 8 s. per diem, when absent from home for the night, and 
6 d. per mile when called upon duty above 20 miles from residence. 
Forage for two horses, at 2 s. per diem each. 

Stationery, 87. per annum (exclusive of books and printed returns). 
Postage, actual expense. 

For an office, and for fuel and candles for the same, 18 7. 5 s. per annum. 


Ditto - - - 2d Rate 


22 


250 - - „ 


Extra pay and allowances same as 1st Rate. 


Ditto - - - 3d Rato 


8 


220 - - „ 


Extra pay and allowances same as 1st Rate. 


’ Sub-Inspectors, at extra 
Rate. 


0 


180 - - „ 


Extra pay, at 7 s. per diem, when detained from home for the night, and 
G <7. per mile for every mile travelled above 40. 

Forage for one horse, at 2 s. per diem. 

Stationery, 2 7. per annum (exclusive of books and printed returns). 
Postage, actual expense. 


Sub-Inspectors - 1st Rato 


72 


150 - - „ 


Extra pay and allowances same as extra Rate. 


Ditto - - - 2d Rate 


81 


120 - - „ 


Extra pay, at 5 s. per diem, with allowances the same as extra Rate. 


Ditto - - - 3d Rate j 


87 


100 - - „ 


Extra pay, at 5 s. per diem, with allowances the same as extra Rate. 
Note. — Ten of the most deserving of the Second and Third Classes 
receive 10 7. a year in addition, for “ good services.” 


Head Constables, 1st Rate 


67 


<50 - - „ 


Extra pay, at 1 s. 6 d. per diem, when detained from home for the night, 
and for every day on a march from one county to another. 

Note. — One flead Constable, specially appointed, receives 70 7. per 
nnum. 


Ditto - - 2d Rate 


277 


-60 - - „ 


Extra pay and allowances same as 1st Rate. 


-Constables, Mounted 

t262. App.) 


64 


38 - — „ j 


Extra par, at Is. per diem, when attending assizes or quarter sessions 
as a witness, but 6 d. per diem if on duty only there or at elections, 
or on any other service by which necessarily detained from home 
for the night. 

Travelling allowance, at 1 s. per diem, when on a march from one county 
to anotliei', but no extra pay for the same period. 

Forage for one horse, at Is. 8d. per diem ; if at livery, actual expense 
not exceeding 2 s. ; and if at gross, actual expense not exceeding the 
rate of the neighbourhood. 

For repairs of horse appointments, 9 s. 4 <7- per annum. 

For repairs of arms and accoutrements, 3 s. per annum. 

For lodging allowance, where there is no barrack accommodation, at a 
rate not exceeding G s. per month. 

U U 4 ( continued ) 
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It A N K. j 

I 


Rank. 


Rate of Pay per Annum, i 


Extra Pay, Travelling and other Allowances. 


Constables, Infantry - j 


1,662 


£. s. f?. 

36 - - each 


Extra pay and allowances for travelling, arms and accoutrements and 
lodging, the same as Mounted Constables. 

Note. — A limited number, specially appointed, receive a salary of 
40 1. each per annum. ' 


Acting Constables - - ; 


355 


30 - - „ 


Extra pay and allowances same as Mounted Constables. 


Sub-Constables, 1st Rate - ! 


8,432 


27 14 - „ 


Extra pay and allowances same as Constables. 

Note.' — Every Mounted Suit-Constable, sifter n year’s satisfactory 
service, receives an increase of 1 ?. 10. s\ pur annum. The number of 
this class, receiving 2‘J /. 4 s. per annum, is 277. 


Ditto - - 2d Rate - j 


1,242 j 


24 - - „ 


1 Extra pay and allowances same as Constables. 



In addition to the Allowances specified under each Rank, there are the following ; viz. 

Compensation for Clothing when not supplied in kind, at 2 x. 7 d. per month. 

Medical Allowance, at lid. per month, for each County and Sub-Inspector, Head Constable, Constable and Sub-Constable. 
Rent and Expense of a Store, at 10 1. per annum, in each County and Hiding. 

Allowance to Drill Constables for Depot, 5 ?. per annum each. 

Allowance for the purchase of a Public Horse, 23/. 

Stationery for each Constable in charge of a Station, 0 cl. per month. 

Allowance for Fuel and Light for a Guard at each Barrack Station, not exceeding <5 1. per annum. 

Allowance for Straw for Bedding, at 2 d. per month for each Head and other Constable and Sub-Constable. 



Allowance to Head and other Constables, and Sub-Constables absent from homo on duty in 



To a Head Constable in the Country 
„ in Dublin 

„ in England ... 

To a Constable or Sub-Constable in the Country 
„ „ in Dublin 

„ „ in England 



3s. Of./. 
4 s. 0<7. 
r,s. Of i. 
2s. 0 d. 
2s. Off. 
3s. 6 d.. 



plain clothes ; viz. 
| por night. 



Rates of Pay for Disposable Men ; viz. 

To a Head Constable in Town or Country in Ireland 
„ Constable - - ditto - 

„ Acting Constable or Sub-Constable - 
To a Head Constable, out of Ireland - 
To all other Constables „------ 



4 s. 6f2. . 

3s. 0<?. 

2s. Of?. ;• nor night. 
5s. 0<?. 

3 s. GdJ 



Rates of Extra Pay per Inspector-general's Circular of 14tli August I860 on all duties, except on their periodical tours of 
inspection, on which the former rates are to be allowed ; viz. 



Assistant Inspector-general - « 

County Inspector ------ 

Paymaster - ------- 

Suigeon - -- -- -- -- 

Sub-Inspector, 1st Class ------- 

Ditto - - 2d Class ------- 

Ditto - - 3d Class ------ 



15 s. •, 

10 s. 

8s. 

10 s. \ per night. 
Os. I 
7s. 

(is.J 



Officers who receive forage allowance will not he entitled to the above rates of extra pay or travelling allowance for any duties 
■which do not take them beyond the radius of 20 miles from their stations. 

In cases where the duty extends beyond the radius of 20 miles, and to which the new rates are applicable, the whole distance is 
to be allowed without the deduction of the 20 miles referred to. 



SU.MMAR Y. 

Total Number of Officers and Men in the Force on 1st January 1851 (including 71 Magistrates) 12,456 
Number of Horses - 



Total Expense of the Force iu the Year 1850 _ 

Of which the proportion charged on the Consolidated Fund was 
And the Amount borne by Counties, Cities and Towns, was - 



£. 562,183 14 
4.526,024 13 ii 
£. 37,159 1 2 
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ABSTRACT of a Statement of the Amount of Constabulary Force employed in each County, County 
of a City, and County of a Town, in Ireland, on the 1 st day of January 1852 (pursuant to Act 0 Will. 4,. 
c. 13, s. 57). 



No. 1. 



STATEMENT, exhibiting the Effective Strength of the Constabulary Force in each County and County of a 
City or Town in Irblani>, on 1st January 1852; with the Total Expenditure on account thereof, for the Year 
ending 31st December 1851. 





















Total 


COUNTIES, CITIES 


County 


Sub- 


Head 




Acting 








Expenditure 


AND TOWNS. 


nspcctors 


nBjioctnrs. 


Constables. 


Jo na tables. 


Constables 


Constables. 


all Ranks. 


of Horses- 


of each 




















Year 1851. 


Counties : 


















£. S. th 




1 


6 


7 


37 


9 


173 


233 


7 


9,793 12 7 i 


Armagh - 




5 


5 


24 


11 


127 


173 


7 


8,434 15 -f 




1 


4 


5 


25 


5 


118 


158 


6 


6,403 3 10 $ 


C’avan - — — — — 


1 


8 


10 


55 


8 


320 


402 


10 


14,428 3 6i 




1 


9 


10 


G3 


13 


317 


413 


10 


10,997 12 6$ 


CoTk (East and west) - 


2 


10 


25 


132 


29 


734 


941 


23 


34,928 19 - 




1 


8 


11 


33 


1G 


151 


220 


10 


12,436 19 7 5 




1 


6 


8 


34 


11 


1 70 


236 


8 


9,716 11 5 J 


Dublin ----- 


1 


5 


6 


38 


7 


177 


234 


8 


8,582 9 92 


Fermanagh - 


1 


a 


6 


30 


G 


139 


187 


7 


7,144 12 1 J 


Galway (East and West) 


2 


15 


20 


99 


17 


5G8 


721 


19 


27,062 5 -i 




1 


G 


7 


36 


8 


177 


235 


8 


10,561 1 6- 




1 


5 


7 


41 


9 


184 


247 


7 






1 


7 


9 


67 


10 


355 


449 


10 


16,097 2 5 


King’s County - 


1 


6 


7 


5G 


8 


204 


362 


8 


15,674 1 - 




1 


G 


9 


39 


8 


254 


317 


8 


12,141 17 9f 




1 


9 


17 


103 


10 


507 


727 


11 


27,443 11 9 J 


Londonderry - 


1 


4 


5 


1G 


7 


73 


106 


6 






1 


5 


G 


31 


6 


152 




7 


8,191 1 4 J- 


Louth ----- 


i 


5 


7 


31 


8 


195 


247 


7 




Mayo 


1 






54 


10 


247 


330 


11 


14,384 15 9 5 




1 


8 


10 


59 


0 


335 


422 


10 


14,478 17 7 


Monaghan - 


1 


4 


5 


29 


7 


155 


201 


6 




Queen’s County - - - 


1 


8 


12 


62 


9 


280 


362 


10 


13,010 18 11 $ 


Roscommon - 


1 


7 


12 


G8 


7 


419 


594 


9 


21,994 14 4 


Sligo 


1 


6 


8 


30 


7 


145 


197 


8 


9,837 10 10 £ 


Tipperary (North and South) - 
Tyrone ----- 


2 

1 


19 

6 


31 

7 


174 


21 

7 


933 

129 


1,180 

175 


22 

8 


45,873 14 9£ 
7,073 6 10 




1 


G 


8 


40 


8 


194 


257 


8 


10,669 1 10J 




1 


7 




48 


10 


218 


292 


8 




Wexford - 


1 


7 


8 


37 


12 


186 


251 


9 




■Wicklow - 


1 


6 




35 


6 


174 


228 


8 




Cities and Towns : 




















Carrickfergus - 

Cork - - 


: ; 


1 


3 


1 

18 


4 


6 

86 


7 

112 


1 

4 


l. c 6 11 1 f 
3,067 4 10 i 


Drogheda - 


- 


1 


1 


3 


2 


23 


30 


1 


996 13 8 l 


Galway ----- 


- 


1 


1 


7 


2 


46 


57 


1 


1,931 - 91 


Kilkenny - 


. 


1 


2 


5 


2 


34 


44 




1,805 6 1 i 


Limerick - 


_ 


! i 


2 


9 


3 


66 


81 


1 


3,076 11 4* 


Waterford - 


- - 


j i 


2 


10 


3 


53 


69 




2,301 7 7 f 


Dop6t (Recruits) - 


. 


_ 


- 


- 


- 


259 


269 


- - 


10,996 2 


Reserved Force at Phoenix Park 


- 


i e 


10 


13 


21 


366 


416 






Officers at Head Quarters 


- - 


i- - 


- - 


- “ 


- - 


- 


(a) 8 




(5)11,770 18 4 


Total - - - 


35 


| 248 


332 


1,707 


356 


9,695 


12,381 


352 


494.175 16 61 



(а) 1 Inspector-general, 4 Deputy and Assistant Irspectors-general, 1 Receiver, I Surgeon and 1 Veterinary Surgeon. 

(б) Salaries and Allowances of Officers at Head Quaitcrs, and General Contingencies not applicable to any County. 
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No. 2. 

STATEMENT, showing the Total Strength of the Constabulary Forge in Ireland on the 1st day of January 



Inspector-general 



Deputy Inspectors-general 
Assistant Inspectors-gene- 
ral. 



Receiver - - - 

Ditto - 

Surgeon - - - 

Veterinary Surgeon 



Magistrates 



County Inspectors, 
Rate. 



Ditto - 
Ditto - 



2d Rate 
3d Rate 



Sub-Inspectors, at extra 
Rate. 



Sub-Inspectors - 1st Rate 
Ditto - - - 2d Rate 
Ditto - r - 3d Rate 



Head Constables, 1st Rate 



Ditto - - 2d Rate 
Constables, Mounted 



No. in 
each 
Rank. 


Rate of Pay per Annum. 


1 


£. s. d. 
1,500 - - 


. . 


2,202 7 3 


2 


800 - - each 


2 


500 - - 


1 


700 (a) 


- - 


1,517 - - 


1 


300 - - 


1 


100 - - 


71 1 


1 at 605 7 - 

2 at 461 10 9 each 
CO at 400 - - „ 


5 


8 at 350 - - „ 
298 - - „ 


22 


250 - - „ 


8 


220 - - „ 


6 


180 - - „ 


72 


160 - - „ 


82 


120 - - „ 


88 


100 - - „ 


67 


60 - - „ 


275 


50 - - „ 


57 


38 - - „ 



Extra Pay, Travelling and other Allowances. 



Extra pay, 1 1. per diem, when on duty at such a distance as to be 
detained from home for the night. 

Travelling allowance, 1 s. 6 d. per mile, going and returning. 

Salaries of Clerks in Inspector-general’s office. 

Extra pay and- travelling allowance same as Inspector-general. 

Extra pay, 10 a. per diem, when on duty at such a distance as to be 
detained from home for the night. 

Travelling allowance, 1 s. per mile, when beyond 20 miles from the 
station. 

Foruge for two horses, at 2 s. per diem each. 

Salaries of clerks in Receiver’s office ( b). 

Forage for a horse at 2 s. per diem. 

Travelling allowance, 1 s. per mile, going to fairs five miles distant from 
Dublin, to inspect horses purchased for the Constabulary. 



Whereof five have 100 1. each per annum, lodging allowance, and 4i 
per diem, forago allowance ; tile remainder huve only the forage allowl 
ance of 4 s. per diem. 

4 s. per diem, forage allowance. 

Each Magistrate has also the following allowances ; viz. 

8 1. per annum, stationery. 

361. per annum, allowance for a Clerk (excepting the Magistrate having 
a salary of 606 l. 7 s.) 

Postage, actual expense. 

2 s. 4 if. per diem, allowance in lieu of a Mounted Orderly. 

10 s. per night when absent from home on duty, and 2 s. 6 d. per dav. 
in addition, if on duty in Dublin. 

Travelling allowance, 1 s. per mile, when beyond 20 miles from home. 

Extra pay, at 8 s. per diem, when absent from home for the night, aud 
G d. per mile when called upon duty above 20 miles from residence. 
Forage for two horses, at 2s. per diem each. 

Stationery 81. per annum (exclusive of books aud printed returns). 
Postage, actual expense. 

For an office, and for fuel and candles for the same, 181. 6 s. per annum. 
Extra pay and allowances same as 1st Rate. 

Extra pay and allowances same as 1st Rate. 

Extra pay, at 7 s. per diem, when detained from home for the night, 
and 6 d. per mile for every mile travelled above 40. 

Forage for one horse, at 2 s. per diem. 

Stationery, 2 1. per annum (exclusive of books and printed returns). 
Postage, actual expense. 

Extra pay and allowances same as extra Rato. 

Extra pay, at 6 s. per diem, with allowances the same as extra Rate. 
Extra pay, at 6 s. per diem, with allowances the same as extra Rate. 

Note . — Ten of the most deserving of the Second and Third Classes 
receive 10 1. a year in addition for “ good services.” 

Extra pay, at 1 s. 6 d. per diem, when detained from home for the night, 
and for every day on a inarch from one county to another. Arms 
allowance, 3s. per annum. 

Note . — Ono Head Constable, specially appointed, receives 70/. 
per annum. 

Extra pay and allowances same os 1st Rato. 

Extra pay at 1 s. per diem, when attending Assizes or Quarter Sessions 
as a witness, but 6 d. per die in if on duty only there or at elections, 
or on any other service by which necessarily detained from home for 
the night. 

Travelling allowance at 1 s. per diem, when on a march from one county 
to another, hut no extra pay for the same period. 

For repairs of arms and accoutrements, 3s. per annum, 
hor lodging allowance, where there is no barrack accommodation, at a 
rate not exceeding 6 s. per month. 
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rank. | 


No. in 
each 
Rank. 


Rato of Pay per Annum. 


Extra Pay, Travelling and other Allowances. 


Constables. Infantry 


1,651 


£. S. d. 

36 - - each 


Extra pay and allowances for travelling, arms and accoutrements, and 
lodging, the same as Mounted Constables. 

Note. — A limited number, specially appointed, receive a salary of 
40 1. each per annum. 


Acting Constables - 


356 


30 - - „ 


Extra pay and allowances same as Mounted Constables 


Sub -Constables - 1st Rate 


8,410 


27 14 - „ 


Extra pay and allowances same as Constables. 

Note. — Every Mounted Sub-Constable, after a year’s satisfactory 
service, receives an increase of 1 J. 10 s. per annum. The number 
of this class, receiving 29/. 4 s. per annum, is 276. 


Ditto - - - 2d Rate 


1,286 


24 - - „ 


Extra pay and allowances same as Constables. 



In addition to the allowances specified under each Rank, there are the following ; viz. 

Compensation for Clothing when not supplied in kind, 2 s. 7 d. per month. 

Medical Allowance, at 6 d. per month, for each County and Sub-Inspector, Head Constable, Constable and Sub-Constable. 
Forage for Number of Horses on List of Effectives, at 1 s. 8 d. per diem each. 

Repairs of Horses’ Appointments for Effectives, at 9 s. 4 d. per annum. 

Rent and Expense of a Store, at 10 1. per annum, in each County and Riding. 

Allowance to Drill Constables for Depot, at 6 1. per annum each. 

Allowance for the Purchase of a Public Horse, 23 1. 

Stationery for each Constable in charge of a Station, 6 d. per month. 

Allowance for Fuel and Light for a Guard at each Barrack Station, not exceeding 5 /. per annum. 

Allowance for Straw for Bedding, at 2 d. per month, for each Head and other Constable and Sub-Constable. 



Allowance to Head and other Constables, and Sub-Constables absent from home on duty in plain clothes ; viz. 



To a Head Constable in the Country - - - - 

„ in Dublin - - - - - 

„ in England .... 

To a Constable or Sub-Constable in the Country 
„ „ in Dublin 

„ „ in England 



3 s. 0 dr 

4 s. 0 d. 



5 s. 
2 s. 

2 s. 

3 s. 



0 d. 
0 d. 
6 d. 
6 d.. 



mer night. 



Rates of Pay for Disposable Men ; viz. 

To a Head Constable in Town or Country in Ireland - 
To a Constable „ „ „ 

To an Acting Constable or Sub-Constable „ 

To a Head Constable out of Ireland „ 

To all other Constables „ - 



4s. 6 d. | 

3s. 0 d.\ 

2 s. G d. ; per night. 
5s. OdU 
3s. 6 d.' 



Rates of extra Pay per Inspector-general’s Circular of 14th August 1850 on all Duties, except on their periodical touri 
of Inspection, on wliich the former Rates are to be allowed ; viz. 



Assistant Inspector-general 
County Inspector - 
Surgeon - - - 

Sub-Inspector, 1st Class 
Ditto - - 2d Clas3 
Ditto - - 3d Class 



IBs.} 

10 s. I 

per night. 

7*. 

6s.J 



Officers who receive forage allowance will not be entitled to the above rates of extra pay or travelling allowance for any duties 
wliich do not take them beyond the radius of 20> miles from their stations. 

In cases where the duty extends beyond the radius of 20 miles, and to which the new Rates are applicable, the whole distanca 
is to he allowed without the deduotion of the 20 miles referred to. 



SUMMARY. 

Total Number of Officers and Men in the Force on 1 January 1852 (including 71 Magistrates) - - 12,452 

Number of Homes - - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 352 

Total Expense of the Force in the year 1851 --------- - £. 404,176 16 

Of which the proportion charged on the Consolidated Fund was ------ £. 469,392 G 9 £ 

And the Amount home by Counties, Cities and Towns was ----£. 34,783 9 9 
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Appendix I. 



RETURN of the Parliamentary Establishment of Police in each County, under II & 12 Viet. c. 70 and of 
the Extra Forge; showing also the Expense of the Parliamentary and of the Extra Force, in the Year end' o- 
31 March 1853. 



COUNTIES, CITIES, 
AND TOWNS. 



Counties : 

Antrim 

Armagh 

Carlow 

dare ... 
Cork - 
Donegal 

Dublin 

Fermanagh - 
Galway 

Kerry ... 
Kildare 
Kilkenny 
King’s - 



Limerick 
Londonderry - 
Longford 

Mayo - 
Meath _ 
Monaghan 

Roscommon - 
Sligo - - 

Tipperary 
Tyrone 
Waterford 
Westmeath - 
Wexford 
Wicklow 



Cities and Towns: 
■Carrickfergns 
Cork - 
Drogheda 
•Galway 



Kilkenny 

Limerick 

Waterford 



PARLIAMENTARY ESTABLISHMENT, 11 Vice. c. 72. 




Strength. 




Expense per 


Chief 

Inspectors. 


Sub- 


Head 

Constables. 


Constables 
ued Sub- 
Constables. 


Annum 

(paid by Public). 


1 


8 


11 


224 


£. *. d. 

10,216 - - 


1 


6 


8 


145 


6,863 2 6 


1 


5 


6 


151 


6,743 17 6 


1 


8 


12 


400 


16,420 - - 


1 


11 


12 


400 


16,870 - - 


2 


20 


28 


612 


27,156 10 - 


1 


8 


14 


176 


8,662 - - 


1 


7 


9 


224 


9,868 - - 


1 


5 


7 


231 


9,701 17 6 


1 


6 


8 


181 


8,127 12 6 


2 


15 


24 


704 


29,278 - - 


1 


7 


9 


168 


7,901 - - 


1 


6 


8 


250 


10,551 5 


1 


9 


12 


410 


16,931 5 - 


1 


7 


9 


319 


13,204 17 6 


1 


6 


10 


311 


12,833 17 6 


1 


10 


18 


387 


16,703 7 6 


1 


4 


6 


96 


4,682 - - 




5 


7 


191 


8,248 17 6 




5 


8 


224 


9,448 - - 




9 


14 


274 


12,294 5 - 


1 


8 


11 


324 


13,650 10 - 




5 


7 


145 


6,633 2 C 


1 


8 


12 


366 


14,922 10 - 




8 


12 


447 


18,070 17 6 


1 


6 


9 


191 


8,548 17 6 




20 


24 


1,030 


41,528 15 - 




6 


8 


150 


7,008 16 - 




6 


8 


149 


7,051 12 6 


1 


8 


11 


282 


12,205 5 - 




8 


10 


240 


7,060 - - 




6 


8 


190 


8,807 17 6 






1 


10 


421 5 - 






3 


100 


3,882 10 - 


‘ 




2 


40 


1,705 - - 






2 


65 


2,583 2 6 




1 


2 


50 


2,056 5 - 






3 


80 


3,180 - - 






2 


70 


2,753 15 - 


35 


262 


375 


10,006 


424,780 15 - 



EXTRA FORCE ESTABLISHMENT. 



Head 

Constables. 



Constables 
and Sub- 
Constables. 



K" k a " ””>■ » —■** — * 



Expense, 

Year ending 31 March 1853. 



Chargeable on 

Public. 



43 1 8 
,480 C 11 
87 16 3 



5,602 8 9 
2,011 4 3 
850 14 5 J 



456 12 6 
1,428 8 4 



4,460 17 6 



623 9 4£ 
1,598 3 9 
1,260 15 3 



1,598 1 3 
351 5 - 
1,756 5 - 
39 10 3f 



351 5 - 



16,634 16 9 26,634 16 



Chargeable ou 
County 
or District. 



£■ s. d. 
43 1 8 
1,480 6 11 
87 16 3 



5,602 8 (I 
2,011 4 3 
850 14 5 1 



456 12 
1,428 8 



562 3 8 
623 9 4* 
1,698 3 9 
1,260 15 3 



351 5 - 
1,756 5 - 
39 10 3| 



£. 53, 2i 



. 13. 6. 



This return of Extra Force does not include Special Station, t 



>e average late, carefully struck, and adopted in the fourth section of 
and Outrage Act. 

D. M’Gheqor, I. G. 
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Appendix J. 



RETURN, showing the Movement of Detachments of the Constabulary Force 
from one County to another, during the Year 1852 ; either ( 1 .) as precautionary Mea- 
sures at Elections ; (2.) on account of the disturbed state of Localities ; or, (3.) for the 
Preservation of the Peace on special occasions of apprehended Disturbance. 



Note. (a). 

tJ: 



Tins Return does not include men of the Reserve Force sent from Dublin into counties. 

A t irr! l p 0 c .°. nm,t , oscol ' ts from th J? 3cn '™ 1 counties to Dublin, &c., which arc numerous. 

Election, the- movement of the Constabulary from one county to another, to any 
gi cat extent, was rendered impossible, by the circumstance that the days of election in many 
counties happened to he the same, or nearly so. 3 



COUNTIES 
to which aont. 


f) A T E. ! 

___ 1 


Number 
of Men Rent. 


From what 
COUNTY. 


REMARKS. 


Carlow - 


July - 


! 

•t | 


32 


Kildare. 


In some instances, the Inspec- 




» 






Queen’s. 


tors of counties were authorized 








30 


Kilkenny. 


to call upon the Inspectors of ad- 




»> 


® i 


104 


Kildare. 


joining counties for such aid a* 




» 






Queen’s. 


might be necessary. 










Kilkenn 3 r . 


The number of men moved 




>> 


10 | 




Wicklow. 


under such circumstances is not 








25 


Queen’s. 


here included. 


Clare 


July - 


10 


6 


Tipperary. 










183 


Limerick. 






„ 




102 


Galwav. 






,, 


29 


102 








August - 


0 


4 


- ditto. 




Donegal - 


J illy 


- 


41 


Derry. 




Dublin - 


July 


14 


100 


Louth. 




Cork 


July - 


17 


22 




(These men were under orders, 










1 Kerry - - 


^ but countermanded j contest 


Fermanagh 


July - 


3 


20 




[ declined. 








20 


Tyrone. 




Galway - 


July - 


22 


102 












13 


Clare. 




Kildare - 


March - 


8 


52 


Dublin. 






» 


8 


31 


Carlow. 






» 


8 


67 


Queen’s. 






» 






King’s. 






» 






Kilkenny. 








8 










July 


14 


76 


Louth. 




Kilkenny 


July 


20 


102 


Queen’s. 




King's - 


July 


20 


30 


Queen’s. 




Leitrim - 


J unc 


24 


6 








July 


21 


124 


Cavan. 






„ 


22 


41 


Roscommon. 




Londonderry - 


July . 


- 


f all men 1 


Antrim 


Number not stated. 


Longford 


July 


10 


01 


Roscommon. 




Monaghan 


July - 


16 


51 


Fermanagh. 




Roscommon - 


July 


9 


43 


Westmeath. 




Sligo 


J uly 


0 


62 


Mayo. 






„ 


0 


42 


Leitrim. 






„ 


10 


01 


Roscommon. 








22 


13 


- ditto. 




Tipperary 


J uly 


10 


255 


Limerick. 




Tyrone - 


July - 


- 


all available 


Antrim 


Number not defined. 


Waterford 


July - 


26 


107 


Cork. 




Wexford 


June 


14 


15 


Kilkenny. 






July 


10 


41 


Wicklow. 






” 


20 


71 


Queen’s. 





D. M'Greqor, I. G. 
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Appendix K. 



COPIES of Papers relative to the Combination of the Coast Guard with the- 
Revenue Police in Ireland. 



Honourable Sirs, 5 November 1834. 

Being only very slightly and imperfectly acquainted with that part of the question which 
relates to the illicit distillery in Ireland, it is unnecessary for me to trouble the Board with 
any detailed observations on this subject. 

It appears to be generally agreed that the revenue police has failed in materially checking 
this practice; and its failure is attributed partly to inherent defects in its original organiza- 
tion, and also to a want of due co-operation with other branches of the Excise Department, 
as well as to a refusal on the part of the military and constabulary to assist when called on 
to do so. 

(With respect to the coast guard, I cannot find any application has ever been made by 
the Board of Excise for assistance from this department in the suppression of illegal 
distilleries.) 

To remedy this inconvenience, and to secure the co-operation of every branch of the public 
service, the Commissioners propose, amongst other measures, what they call a combination 
(but what, in point of fact, can only be considered a consolidation) of the whole of the 
revenue force in Ireland, under one officer specially appointed for this purpose ; and this, 
therefore, is the question which I am called on to consider. 

I apprehend that one great object which has been kept constantly in view, during the 
successive alterations and improvements which have taken place in the revenue depart- 
ments, has been to define and distinguish their respective duties and functions ; and that, 
agreeably to the existing system, the Customs is now solely responsible for the prevention 
of foreign contraband, and for the guard of the coasts and harbours, while the Excise attends • 
exclusively to those fraudulent transactions in the interior of the kingdom, by which the 
revenue arising from internal taxation may suffer injury. 

To effect the former object, that part of the force under the direction of the Board of Cus- 
toms which is now called the Coast Guard, has been re-organized and rendered completely 
naval, and is distributed along the coast in such a manner as to keep up a perpetual check, . 
both by day and night, on any attempt to land contraband goods; and its whole attention, 
being directed to this special service, and the force itself, from the necessity of observing all 
practicable economy, being kept at the lowest possible scale of numbers, it is unnecessary 
for me to point out, that if any additional duty is imposed on it, tending either to increase 
the hardships and fatigues to which the men are now unavoidably subjected, or to draw it 
to any considerable distance from its line of guard, it can no longer be considered responsible 
for the protection of the Customs Revenue ; and it is by no means improbable, that if any 
such measure as that which the Commissioners recommend were carried into effect, every 
stratagem would he resorted to to draw the coast guard from the coast in search of illegal 
distilleries, when a landing of contraband goods was in contemplation. It is also worthy of 
serious consideration, that, adverting to the present state of Ireland, and the unfortunate 
disposition to resistance too generally prevalent in that country, expeditions into the remote 
districts, in which the illegal distillery is principally carried on, assume almost entirely a 
military character, and to ensure their success (and indeed the safety of the party), should 
be inducted with those arrangements and precautions which military experience alone can 

To employ naval officers and seamen on a service of this description appears to me 
highly imprudent and inexpedient, and would in all probability be followed by failure and 
disgrace. 

Considering the coast guard as an essentially naval, and the Excise police a purely mili- 
tary force, so novel an experiment as that of consolidating two such distinct establishments 
for the general purposes of both revenues under the command of one officer is not in my 
opinion likely to be followed by any satisfactory result. The Commissioners do not explain 
whether the officer in question is to be under the control of one of both the revenue depart- 
ments, or entirely independent of either ; and I can, therefore, only observe, that if the coast 
g'uard should be in any degree withdrawn from the authority of the Board of Customs, all 
the expensive boarding establishments at the different out-ports, which have within the last 
few years been gradually abolished and consolidated, must be replaced, or the department 
can no longer be considered responsible for the protection of its own revenue in that part ot 
the United Kingdom. 
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If I might be permitted to offer any suggestion on this subject, it would be, that the force 
•called the Excise Police in Ireland, should be completely re-organized, and placed under the 
command of an experienced military officer of rank, in the same manner that the constabu- 
lary has been, and that every branch of the public service, civil as well as military be most 
strictly enjoined to co-operate heartily and cordially with it on all occasions; I have no 
doubt that, under such an arrangement, the coast guard might often, without interfering 
with their own peculiar duty, render important assistance, especially amongst the islands on 
the west coast, where much illegal distillery exists ; and, certainly, no apprehension of unpo- 
pularity should be permitted to influence their actions, or induce them to withhold that cordial 
co-operation which it is the bounden duty of every branch of the public service to afford in 
support of the law. 

It appears to me that, by this arrangement, all the objects which the Commissioners have 
in view might be attained without incurring the risk of endangering one important branch 
of the revenue, by too hasty an attempt to secure another from injury; and the Boards of 
Customs and Excise might then concert such plans of mutual co-operation as circumstances 
would naturally suggest. 

(signed) Wm. Bowles. 



Copy of Treasury Minute, dated 12th December 1834. 

My Lords have again before them the Report of the Commissioners of Excise Inquiry 
Mon the subject of the arrangements suggested by them for checking illicit distillation in 
Ireland. 

My Lords read at the same time, the Report of the Commissioners of Customs, and the 
letter of Mr. Littleton, as Chief Secretary for Ireland, upon this subject. In the letter of 
Mr. Littleton were transmitted, for the information of my Lords, the Report of the Inspector 
■of the Constabulary Police upon the various suggestions and recommendations of the Com- 
missioners of Excise Inquiry. 

Before my Lords give any final directions upon this matter, which is one of considerable 
importance, it appears to their Lordships to be necessary that some further information should 
be procured from the Irish Government, and from the Revenue Boards of Customs and 
Excise. 

Write therefore to Sir W. Gosset, and, referring him to the Report of Major Miller, copy 
of which my Lords received in the letter of Mr. Littleton, of the nth November, desire he 
will move the Lords Justices to give directions to Major Miller to state, for the information 
of my Lords, in full detail in what manner he would recommend that the revenue police 
should be rendered efficient, trained, paid and superintended by an officer of the constabulary, 
so as to receive the most effectual co-operation of the revenue and constabulary forces where 
their combined operation may be required. 

Request at the same time, that directions may be given for furnishing to my Lords a 
statement of the number and pay of the officers and men of the constabulary at the several 
stations, and in the several districts in which they are employed. 

Write also to the Commissioners of Customs and Excise, and desire they will communicate 
with each other, with a view of forming, if possible, for the consideration of my Loids, some 
arrangement by which the co-operation of the two forces, under their respective manage- 
ment, may be. provided for in the particular localities, and on the particular occasions on 
which such co-operation may be practicable, without diverting either from the prosecution 
of its peculiar duties. 

Desire them at the same time to transmit to my Lords, a statement of the numbers and 
pay of the officers and men of the coast guard, and of the revenue police at the several 
stations, and in the several districts in which they are employed. 

Give directions also to the Commissioners of Excise to transmit the like statement with 
respect to the supervisors and all other officers of Excise employed in Ireland. 



May it please your Lordships, 

Mr. Baring having, by his leLter of the 16ih ultimo, signified that he was commanded 
by your Lordships to transmit to us the annexed extractfrom the second part of the proposed 
Report of the Commissioners of Excise Inquiry, which rel.tes to (he revenue police in 
Ireland, and to call our attention to that part thereof which recommends the combination of 
the const guard with the revenue police, and to desire that we would report to your Lord- 
ships our opinion on the proposal ; and Mr. Baring having, by his subsequent letter of 30th 
following, also transmitted to us the annexed copy of lhe“ SeVenth Report of the Commis- 
sioners of Excise Inquiry, and signified that lie was directed by your Lordships 10 call our 
(262. App.) XX 4 attention 
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attention to the evidence of Mr. Dombrain, in the Appendix to the said Report, No. 142, 
being that referred to by the Commissioners of Inquiry : 

In obedience to your Lordships' commands, we report, — 

That we have communicated with the Controller-general of the Coast Guard, upon the 
recommendation of the said Commissioners; viz., for a combination or consolidation of the 
coast guard with the revenue police in Ireland ; and we beg leave to transmit herewith, for 
your Lordships’ consideration, a copy of the Report which we have received from the 
Controller-general on that suggestion, and at the same time to express our entire con- 
currence in the observations therein contained. 

It is almost unnecessary to remind your Lordships that the primary object for which the 
coast guard force was established was the suppression of smuggling upon the coasts of 
Ireland”- that the character of this force is essentially naval, and to employ such a force so 
constituted in the interior of the country, for the purpose of rendering assistance to the 
revenue police in putting down illicit distillation, would be to divert the attention of the 
officers and men from their own particular line of duty, and thus enable the smuggler the 
more readily to effect a landing of his goods without interruption and with impunity. 

That upon an attentive perusal of the evidence of Mr. Dombrain, in the Appendix to the 
Seventh Report, transmitted to us in Mr. Baring’s letter, it seems to us that Mr. Dombrain, 
in expressing his opinion “ that a combination of the two authorities would be the most 
effectual way of preventing illicit distillation,” merely intended that the two forces should 
co-operate with each other in certain parts along the coasts, and in some of the islands 
where illicit distillation is carried on to a great extent ; and, whenever the co-operation of 
the coast guard force with the revenue police could be availed of, for the detection aud sup- 
press!' m of illicit distillation in such parts of the islands or other places in the immediate 
vicinity of the coasts of Ireland, we would not fail to give such directions as might best pro- 
mote the object which the Commissioners of Excise Inquiry have in view, so far as the same 
could be done without impairing the efficiency of the coast guard set vice ; and, with that 
view, it might be desirable to augment the coast guard force in those particular districts ; and 
should it be your Lordship’s pleasure to entertain the suggestion of the Commissioners of 
Excise Inquiry to this extent, wew'ould, with your sanction, communicate with the Excise 
for the purpose of arranging some plan by which such co-operation could be most effec- 
tually attained; but should Mr. Dombrain, in submitting his opinion on this matter, have 
intended to recommend a combination of the two forces throughout the interior of the 
country as well as on the coast, and to be placed under the direction and control of one 
officer, separate and distinct from the authority and superintendence of this Board and of the 
Controller-general, we entirely dissent from such an opinion, and feel assured that whatever 
beneficial results might be anticipated in checking illicit distillation, they could only he accom- 
plished by the sacrifice of the more important object for which the coast guard force has been 
established, inasmuch as during the time that the coast guard might be employed in co-opera- 
tion with the revenue police for the purpose of putting down illicit distillation in the inierior, 
the coast must he left exposed, and smuggling must revive and be carried on with the same 
success as it was previously to the formation of the present force ; independent of this, the 
men composing the coast guard force, as before observed, are naval, and unaccustomed to, as 
well as not equipped for, the duties required of the revenue police; and were the coast guard 
force even occasionally diverted from their present very arduous duties to be inarched from 
their stations, possibly at a moment’s notice, into the interior, the fatigue attendant upon such 
a service would not only wholly incapacitate them from further exertion, but they would be 
constantly exposed to the devices of the smugglers, who would use every stratagem to draw 
them from their stations under false pretences of assisting the tevenue police, for the purpose 
of enabling them to carry on their own designs without interruption. 

Upon these grounds we have to submit our decided opinion that any combination of the 
coast guard force and revenue police, so as to effect the purposes proposed by the Commis- 
sioners of Excise. Inquiry, would be inexpedient. 

(signed) B. B. Dean. 

D. M. Binning. 

F. Richmond. 

Custom House, 27 November 1834. J, G. Lushington.. 
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LETTER from the Right honourable E. J. Littleton to the Honourable J. Stewart, 

relative to the Employment of -Constabulary Force in Ireland in suppressing Illicit Dis- 
tillation. 

Sir, Dublin Castle, II November 1834. 

I HAvd had the honour to receive, and submit to the Lord Lieutenant, your letter of the 
16th ultimo, calling the attention of his Excellency to that part of the Report of the Com- 
missioners of Excise Inquiry, which recommends that the Constabulary Force should be 
employed in the suppression of illicit distillation, and requesting his Excellency’s opinion 
thereon. 

His Excellency being desirous of obtaining the observations of the Inspectors-general of 
Police upon the point referred to, and such suggestions as they might have to offer upon the 
best mode of rendering the revenue police more effective in checking the great and growing 
evil of illicit distillation, and the unlicensed sale of spirits, called upon each of those officers 
for a Report, copies of which are herewith transmitted. 

Illicit distillation, and the unlicensed sale of whiskey in this country, have increased to an 
extent so prejudicial to the revenue, so destructive of the morals of the people, and con- 
sequently of' the peace of the country, that it is evident the present system pursued for their 
suppression is totally inefficient. 

It is the opinion of Major Miller and Sir Frederick Stoven, that the revenue police could 
he placed with great advantage under the Inspectors-general of police. By being under 
the same heads as the constabulary of the country, more effectual support, and less objec- 
tionable assistance could be afforded by the latter body, and a considerable advantage would 
be secured by the general information which could be obtained through the constabulary 
spread over the whole country. 

Sir John Harvey is disposed to recommend that the revenue police should be placed under 
the same head as the coast guard, and combined with it. 

Major Warburton thinks that it would be preferable to have a number of persons, equal 
to the present revenue police, distributed as "assistants to the officers of the revenue, and 
spread over the face of the country, their exertions being stimulated by rewards, &e. He is, 
however, of opinion, that if it should be deemed expedient to join that force to any other 
department, the coast guard would be the most proper. 

Upon a full consideration of the subject, the Lord Lieutenant is disposed to recommeud 
that the revenue police should be placed under Ibe same head as the ccust guard, and incor- 
porated with that force. 

This combined force, under an able and active Inspector, attending jointly to the services 
now performed separately by those two bodies, would, it is conceived, be a most important 
improvement, and that which appears, under the circumstances, most advantageous. In 
order to give the revenue force the means of acting independently of the police of the 
country, and with promptitude, it is desirable that they should be sworn-in constables, or at 
least a portion of them, as the presence of a constable is sometimes necessary to legalize 
their proceedings. 
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With regard to the degree of assistance and co-operation which it may be advisable for 
the constabulary to afford to the revenue force, his Excellency directs me to observe that, 
with the most anxious desire of granting - every assistance in suppressing the evil in question, 
he conceives that it would be prejudicial to the efficiency of die constabulary if they were 
to take an active part in the revenue matters; and that they should only be called upon to 
support revenue officers when the necessity is pressing; in the same manner that the revenue 
force should afford its support to the constabulary in cases of great emergency. In either 
case the co-operation must be made subservient to their own peculiar mid paramount 
duties. 

It is therefore not possible to point out the exact degree of assistance which shall be 
afforded, but his Excellency will direct the Inspectors-general of constabulary to give such 
information, connected with frauds on the revenue, as they may be able to collect from their 
officers; and all members of the constabulary will be enjoined to give the officers of the 
revenue every possible aid which their own duties will permit. 

I have, &t\ 

(signed) E. J. Littleton. 

P. S . — It has been found impossible' to copy all the enclosures in time for this night’s 
post. — Sir Frederick Stoven’s and Sir John Harvey’s Reports will be forwarded by to-morrow’s 
mail. 



Letter from Sir John Harvey to the Right honourable E. J. Littleton. 

Sir, Dublin, 20 October 1834. 

I have carefully perused the documents which accompanied Mr. Stewart’s letter to you 
of the 16 th instant, and more particularly the recommendation contained in the concluding 
paragraph of that Report. There are two other documents which I should have been glad 
to have seen previously to giving the opinion upon the question of the best means of sup- 
pressing illicit distillation in Ireland. 

These are, 1 st, the Minutes of Captain Dombrain’s examination (in order to possess 
myself, through that gentleman’s experience, of the actual quality and composition of the 
revenue police, a force with which 1 am little acquainted, but of the efficiency of which 
my impressions are not favourable, and of the real causes of its failure in effecting the object 
for which it was formed); and, 2d. Some explanation of the causes which prevented a repe- 
tition of the successful experiment which appears to have been made of the combination of 
the constabulary with the revenue police in Ennishaven in the years 1823, 1824 and 
1826. 

In the absence, however, of the documentary information referred to; I will assume that 
Captain Dombrain expresses an opinion unfavourable to the present composition of the 
revenue police, and that the prohibition to the constabulary from further active co-operation 
in excise matters, originated in the idea so constantly set forth, that it would tend to render 
them unpopular. I apply myself at once to this objection, by saying, that while I admit 
that it might and perhaps would have this effect, I am nevertheless of the opinion, that that 
consideration ought not to be suffered to deprive the Government of the only means by 
which a great national object (if such it be deemed) can be effectually attained. Formed for 
the purpose of controlling the excesses of the people by the enforcement of the laws, the 
constabulary police must, ought to be unpopular with those whose object it is to violate the 
laws with impunity, and their unpopularity with that class of society will be ever in pro- 
portion to their efficiency. 

But, in another and perhaps more important view of the subject, I am by no means so 
certain of the policy of mixing up the constabulary police too closely in the suppression of 
illicit distillation : 1 allude to the chance of thereby dissevering that body from the con- 
fidence and support which they have hitherto experienced from the magistracy. But as 
these are questions rather for the consideration of the Government and its responsible 
advisers than of its executive servants, I proceed to express my opinion upon the concluding 
recommendations of the Report, and 1 do so by stating my entire concurrence in the wisdom 
of the measure recommended, and my conviction that by the modification Imre proposed, 
viz . : — “ the combination or amalgamation of the coast guard and the revenue police under 
one officer, assisted by subordinate officers (properly selected), and having the constabulary 
police to support and co-operate with them,” as much will have been done for the improve- 
ment of the system as it would perhaps be practicable to effect or safe to attempt in the first 
instance, and in the face of prejudices which are known to prevail among some of the Irish 
landlords against the constabulary being suffered to interfere in the execution of the revenue 
and excise laws. 

My own impressions may be, that ultimately, and not remotely, the execution not only of 
the revenue and excise, in addition to the criminal, but of all other laws must devolve solely 
on the constabulary force, but it does not appear necessary to precipitate that state of 

If the recommendation of the Report for the prohibition against the constabulary’s assisting 
the revenue police be complied with (as I confess I think it ought), the composition of that 
force (the revenue police) will then become an object of much importance to the constabulary, 
lhe revenue officer in each rural district, under whatever denomination, with whom the 
constabulary officer will have to act, should be a person of character and respectability. 

The 
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The constabulary officer should in no case be placed under the direction of any gauger or 
other inferior excise officer, but should attend with his force to support the revenue officer, 
and the performance of such duties should obviously be made subservient to such con- 
stabulary duties as may have been ordered by the magistrates in petty sessions, and as ought 
fairly and reasonably to take the precedence of excise duties ; a comparative scate should 
be drawn up to prevent confusion or disagreement betwixt the two services, and consequent 
inconvenience and injury to both. 

• I have, &c. 

(signed) J. Harvey, I. G. 



Report from Sir F. Stoven. 

Dublin, 21 October 1834. 

Having read, in obedience to the Lord Lieutenant’s commands, the Report of the Com- 
missioners of Excise Inquiry, and considered the suggestions at the close of it, it appears, — 

1 st. That the Revenue Police are totally incompetent to effect the object of their forma- 
tion ; that their composition is of a very low description ; and, from personal observation, it 
is clear that they are without any responsible hend, and consequently without vigour, dis- 
cipline or subordination; and, therefore, that placing under the control and guidance of the 
Inspector-general of Coast Guard, as recommended in Report No. 2, would render them 
infinitely more efficient than under the present system. 

2 d. It appears most reasonable that the constabulary should at all times give ready co- 
operation towards the enforcement of revenue laws, as well as laws of every other description, 
as required in the Report, No. 3. 

But there are two other modes of re-organizing the force which present themselves: — 

1st. Incorporating them with the constabulary, or, in other words, by increasing the 
constabulary and applying it indiscriminately, under its present officers, to the prevention of 
illicit distillation, together with the execution of its present duties. This would probably be 
the most effectual, and certainly be the most economical arrangement. 

Difficulties, however, would occur in the working of such a system; magistrates would be 
inimical to it, as, in districts where this infraction of the law exists, great part of the rents are 
paid by a connivance at it. The officers of Excise, if so disposed, might nearly control the 
operations of the forces, and the distance and time expended in the discovery of private 
stills would frequently divert the constabulary from the other important and equally legitimate 
duties. 

2d. By the revenue police being placed under the immediate control of the Inspector- 
general of Constabulary as a separate and distinct corps, for the sole purpose of organization 
and discipline, retaining their present dress and mode of payment; their duties to be per- 
formed under their own officers, always with reference to the orders of the chief inspectors, 
and the Board of Excise giving instructions to all their officers, supervisors and riders, &c. &c., 
to aid and assist by information or otherwise in the discovery of illicit stills, a duty which the 
report remarks is not at present performed by those branches of their establishment. 

Should this proposal be entertained, the details of regulation, the selection and appoint- 
ment of both officers and men should be under the control of his Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant. 

(signed) Frederick Stoven. 



Letter from Major Miller to the Right honourable E. J. Littleton. 

Sir, Dublin, 21 October 1834. 

In obedience to the commands of the Lord Lieutenant, I have given my best attention to 
the Report of the Commissioners of Revenue Inquiry as to the means whereby illicit distilla- 
tion may be more effectually suppressed, in so far as the co-operation of the constabulary for 
that purpose, and the improvement of the revenue police, are concerned. 

The portions of the latter body, which have been occasionally employed in the Munster 
district, have not fallen much under.my observation; what I have seen of them impresses 
me with the belief that in point of composition and discipline they are very inferior to the 
constabulary, and the evidence taken by the Commissioners seems conclusive as to their 
general inefficiency. 

To remedy the defects of the existing system, the Commissioners suggest, among other 
expedients, that the Customs and Revenue Boards be instructed to take measures in concert 
for effecting a combination of the coast guard and revenue police, so that the combined 
force may act for the general purpose of revenue under the immediate authority of an officer 
specially appointed to command the revenue police. 

If the object which the Commissioners have in view by this proposition be to place these 
two bodies under the control and direction of the same individual, I should be disposed to 
question the policy of such a measure. In certain localities, bordering on the sea, the 
services of the revenue police indeed must fail without the aid of the coast guard and their 
boats; the cordial co-operation of these two establishments, therefore, seems essential to the 
successful enforcing of the revenue laws ; but the ordinary duties of the two services are 
quite distinct, the coast guards, although stationed on shore are much afloat, and should 
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therefore be under the direction of seafaring officers ; the other force is framed on a military 
model, and is most likely to be kept iua state of vigorous efficiency by a man of military habits. 

It has been suggested, with this view, that this body might be advantageously placed 
under the authority of the Inspectors-general of Police, each of whom should be charged 
with the entire superintendence of such portions of it as might be serving within the limits of 
his jurisdiction ; and this arrangement, it has been remarked, would be peculiarly convenient 
and beneficial if the Government were to decide upon employing the constabulary, conjointly 
with the revenue police, in the suppression of illegal stills, as, in that event, the two forces 
might be so amalgamated as to form an integral establishment, the maintenance of which 
by contributions from the Treasury, might be so regulated as, to relieve the counties from any 
increase of expense created by tiie addition which might thereby he made to the numerical 
amount of their police force. 

To such an incorporation, I think, there are solid objections: the duties of the constabu- 
lary are complicated and multifarious ; they have relation to the detection of crime, to the 
arrest ofoffenlers, and to the enforcing of the laws in numberless ways, under the authority 
of the local magistrates, to whom the constables are amenable, and whose warrants, orders 
and commands they are bound to execute and obey. The duties of the revenue police are 
simple and defined, they are solely directed to the suppression of illicit distillation, and they 
are performed without the intervention of the civil authorities. This peculiarity should 
essentially contribute to the efficiency of these agents of the revenue, who, if they were to be 
blended with the constabulary, would necessarily incur the obligations and liabilities of the 
latter, and become subject to the authority of the magistracy. On such grounds, I would 
view the amalgamation of the two forces as a most, inexpedient measure, although I would 
augur the best consequences from any arrangement by which the organization, control and 
direction of the revenue police should be vested in the hands of the Inspectors-general of 
constabulary. 0 

It seems generally to be admitted that the suppression of illegal stills can never be 
effected without a more active co-operation on the part of the constabulary than has been 
hitherto granted. If the parties of revenue police be rendered truly efficient, and be placed 
under the direction of the Inspectors-general, subsidiary assistance may be afforded by the 
constabulary in a most effectual and unobjectionable manner; this aid should be furnished 
in the shape of supports, as often as any operations likely to provoke serious resistance 
should be undertaken by the revenue police. It would be afforded under the instructions 
of the Inspectors-geueral, and witli a cordiality and harmony between the two services not 
to be expected, except from officers and men owing obedience to and under the authority of 
the same superior; nor is it unworthy of remark, that the local knowledge possessed by the 
Inspector-general, and the information derivable from his peculiar sources of intelligence 
would probably enable him to apply the services of the revenue police, thus aided", with 
the best effect. 

It would be Dremature to enter at present into further details. I have already turned in 
my thoughts, however, the working of such a system, and I persuade myself that on 
efficient revenue police, trained, paid and superintended by an officer of constabulary in 
each province, at a trifling additional expense, may readily be kept on foot, leaving the 
commander of each party no other duties to perform than to maintain the discipline of his 
men, and to direct their efforts to the detection of illegal stills, and relieving the public from 
the charges connected with the present superintendence and payment of these esta- 
blishments, which appear by the report of the Commissioners to amount to a considerable 
sum. 

The changes I propose may be carried into effect without any alteration in the law ; and 
it the Government should be disposed, as an experiment, to make trial of such a system, I 
undertake to get ready, in three months, from the notification given to me, a nolice party 
with which to put it in practice. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) W. Mii.ler. 



Letter from Major WiltBURTON to the Right honourable E. J. Littleton. 

r . Slr> o i. * , Dublin, 4 November 3834. 

I have the honour to return the Third Report of the Revenue Police Inquiry and I bee 
to submit a few observations which have occurred to me, on a careful consideration of till 
subject, which is certainly of considerable importance, not only as regards the revenue but 
as it affects the peace and good order of this part of the kingdom 

rt appears to me that the suppression of the use of illicit Ipirits is much more important 
than detecting its manufacture. Detection is, I believe, of no value as an equivalent to the 
revenue for any portion ofloss it sustains by illicit distillation. Therefore the only advan- 
tage to be expected from detection is, as far as it may tend to the suppression of the evil, at 
the same tune it should not be neglected, though not made a chief object. I consider that 
the revenue police are ill calculated to suppress illicit distillation; and that, as far as the 
revenue is concerned, tile expense they entail on that establishment might be fairly added to 
the loss the revenue sustains from illicit traffic, as it is perfectly evident they have not, in 
aiiyd'stnct, put a stop to the system Acting as a force ill-disciplined, and under little 
coat ol they are dangerous and inefficient. If they are to be contin-led as a force, I should 
say that the coast guard, being a revenue establishment, would he best suited to ci-operate 

with 
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with them. 1 am sure, from the excellent discipline and arrangement of that establishment, 
much would be done towards rendering the force respectable and efficient ; but. I fear, in 
order to be really effective, they should be too great in point of number and expense to be 
■employed in the country as a military body, for an exclusive purpose. The constabulary 
are so much dispersed, and have so few men at each station, that they cannot consistently 
with their other duties give any aid which would be of much value. 

. I am surprised that the Inspectors-general of police were not examined by the Commis- 
sioners, they could fully have explained the nature cf the constabulary arrangements. I 
feel that it is the duty of all those in the employment of Government to give every aid in 
their power to advance the views of Government, and consequently the constabulary should 
assist to suppress illicit distillation ; but then the consideration nii'ses how far they could do 
so consistently with paramount duties; and I am satisfied that an undefined and uncertain 
direction of their assistance would effect little good in the one case, and tend to weaken 
their exertions in the discharge of their more legitimate duties in the other. I entirely 
concur in the opinion expressed by some of the witnesses, that unless the gentlemen of the 
country are induced, by some means, to give effectual aid to suppress this evil, no force can 
succeed. In this and in all other cases of this description, the object should be to prevent 
demands ; and whilst it is consumed in the houses of the country gentlemen, bv the military, 
and I fear I must add by the police, the peasantry are confirmed, if not countenanced, in a 
practice already affording but too many inducement?, from the low prices of grain ; and in 
many places, from the difficulty of finding a market for their produce, owing to the want of 
roads, to which may be added their partiality for this article, which ensures a ready sale for 
their corn. 

I think lowering the duty on spirits was a well-advised measure, but it must be followed 
up by some other enactments to give it full effect. I remember perfectly well the effect of 
townland fines; I believe that nothing was ever thought of so well calculated to put an 
end to this baneful traffic. It at once created such a host of persons interested in its 
suppression, that it had actually attained its object, when it was unfortunately deemed 
advisable to repeal the Act. 1 should be inclined to think that if there were a certain 
number of assistants added to every commissioned revenue officer, whose duty it should be 
to watch and to prevent the consumption of illicit spirits, much more success would attend 
their efforts, instead of devoting their whole attention to the seizing stills and creating 
excitement, often terminating in scenes of violence and bloodshed. I would recommend 
that the duty of these persons should be more immediately directed to the suppression of the 
use of spirits, by means of small fines on its detection, summarily recoverable • by the 
officers before the magistrates of petty sessions, giving, as an encouragement, certain 
proportions of such fines to the parties discovering the offence ; having small fines on town- 
lands also, recoverable at the assizes in the usual way, for offences of greater magnitude 
and the detection of stills on townlands. 

If a number of persons equal to that of the present revenue police were distributed as 
assistants to all the commissioned officers of the revenue, and that all those parties spread 
over every part of the couulry, stimulated by immediate reward for exertion by receiving 
a proportion of the fines on detection, superintended and controlled by inspectors of dis- 
tricts, and obliged to keep diaries to show hew they have been employed, those parties to 
be protected by the constabulary and coast guard, in the event of protection being necessary ; 
it would, in my humble judgment, do more to put an end to this prevailing practice than 
any other mode I have yet seen tried. This airaugement would at once apply to every 
locality, and prevent the possibility of any district being left free to pursue "this traffic 
with impunity. I merely suggest this arrangement; the details would require a much 
more extended statement. 

Upon the whole, I do not think that it would tend much to suppress illicit distillation to 
employ the constabulary as assistants to the revenue police, as at present constituted ; and 
lam quite sure it would materially injure their efficiency in their more important duties. 
It has often occurred to me, that if a proclamation were issued, calling on all persons in the 
employment of Government, civil and military, all magistrates and loyal citizens, to abstain 
from the use of and assist in the suppression of illicit spirits, it would, at all events, pre- 
vent the public and general consumption of them vvhiclt now prevai's, and is often made 
the subject of jest and merriment, and would prove to the people that there was a deter- 
mination to make a general effort to rid the couniry of an evil which every rational man 
considers to be vitally injurious to the morals and peace of society. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) George Warburton, I. G. 



XETTER fiom Sir H. Hardinge to the Honourable J. Stewart, with detailed Statement 
from Inspector-general of Police in Munster, for rendering the Revenue Police more 
efficient. 

Sir, Dublin Castle, 24 January 1835. 

According to the desire of the Lords of the Treasury, communicated to the Irish Govern- 
ment by your letter of the 17th of December, reference was made to Major Miller, the 
Inspector-general of police for Munster, requiring from him a detailed statement of the 
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means be would recommend for rendering the revenue police more efficient, accord i no 1 to 
a plan suggested in his letter of the 21st of October last. 

In transmitting that officer’s explanation of the measures by which that end can, in his 
opinion, be best obtained, I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to state that upon a full 
consideration of the different bearings of the question, his Excellency’s opinion is in 
accordance with that of the late Irish Government, that the constabulary force should be 
kept quite distinct from the revenue police. This, his Excellency conceives, may be effected 
although the revenue police may be placed, according to Major Miller’s recommendation* 
under the management of the Inspectors-general of the Provinces, embracing all the arnuve- 
ments connected with the recruiting, training and disciplining of that force. 

Although his Excellency entertains no doubt that the proposed alteration in the establish- 
ment of the revenue police will be a very considerable improvement, yet he feels disposed 
to recommend its adoption in the first instance as a trial in Major Miller’s district, which 
former comprises the counties of Waterford, Cork, Tipperary, Kerry and Limerick. 

With regard to the clothing of the revenue police being assimilated to that of the consta- 
bulary, his Excellency is of opinion that it should not be done. The latter is green, and the 
blue, which colour, it is recommended, should be continued for that force. 

1 herewith transmit the statement, called for by the Lords of the Treasury, of the number 
and pay of the officers and men of the constabulary at the several stations, and in the 
several districts in which they are employed. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) H. Hardings. 



Letter from Major Miller' to Lieut.- Colon el Sir William Gosset. 

Cork, 13 January 183.). 

You conveyed to me on the 22d ultimo the orders of Government to furnish, for the 
information of the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, a detailed statement of the means 
whereby the proposition contained in my letter to the. Chief Secretary, of the 21st of October, 
of placing the Revenue Police under the control of the Inspectors-general of Constabulary, 
can be effected ; but my attendance at the protracted inquest at Ratkcormac, and the 
increased pressure of official business, occasioned by arrangements connected with the 
general election, have prevented me from giving an earlier attention to the subject. 

The aim of my proposition is two-fold ; it has in view the reformation of the Revenue 
Police, and the successful application of the services of this body and of the constabulary 
to the suppression of illicit distillation. 

In my previous Report of the 21st of October, I have endeavoured to show that for such 
purposes both establishments should he under the same management and direction ; I have 
suggested a ground of' objection against their complete amalgamation, but a perfect assimi- 
lation may take place between them, although they remain distinct; and the effective state 
oF the constabulary affords a reasonable presumption that the revenue police must improve 
it brought under the same system of interior economy, embracing all the arrangements 
connected with the recruiting, training, discipline and financial concerns of the force, 
i i-H i ™ ster <1,stnct > tlle constabulary recruits are trained at a provincial depot, esta- 
blished at Balhncollig. No policeman enters upon the discharge of his functions until lie has 
undergone a course of instruction, whereby he is qualified for military service in the ranks, 
Mile he is at the same time made acquainted with the powers and duties belonging to the 
ofbee of constable. ° ° 

The depot is subject to my own frequent inspection, and is under the superintendence of 
the hub-inspector of the county of Cork, himself an old officer of the army, who resides on 
the spot. J ’ 

According to my plan, the whole of the revenue police for Munster should be assembled 
at this constabulary depot, reconstructed under my own directions, and then trained in the 
usual manner. Similar arrangements would doubtless be made by each of my colleagues 
m the other provinces. 

It would be essentially necessary that tile Irish Government should bo invested with the 
supreme authority over the revenue police, and that the officers of the force should he named 
bj the Lord Lieutenant. The financial details could be conducted through the agency of 
funds 1 16 f0nsto ““ Ia, 7 paymasters in each province, the Treasury supplying the necessary 

My present idea is, that the establishment should be composed of a number of companies 
or parties, each consisting of about 30 men, and under the charge of an active intelligent 
leader ; as the future efficiency of the force would chiefly depend upon tile ability of tilese 
commanders, great care should be taken in their selection. Officers of tile army on half- 
pay would be peculiarly eligible for the situation; but it would be naturally desirable to 
preside, in the lint instance, for such of the members of the present revenue police as may 
l,. X°f t "T'u qualifications for filling so responsible an appointment ; each 

W Zr 6 1 s ,C "? d ] la,e under hla 01 ' ders 0,le sub-officer, chosen from men who 
- have graduated in the ranks, four constables and 26 sub-constables. 

■ 30 ‘? en tlraa c ompo ? ed, aided by supports from the constabulary, in the mode 

S? !?•' Report. "'Oidd be equai i tlli „ U lo tlle discharge of their revenue 

■ p r s o he country. In cases where it might appear that infractions of 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON EXTENDING THE FUNCTIONS OF THE CONSTABULARY IN IRELAND. 353 

the Excise laws were carried on to an unusual extent, and sustained by combinations among 
the peasantry, it would become necessary, of course, to employ additional means of repression, 
and two or more of such parties might be united for the purpose. 

I assume that the task of constructing the revenue parties would devolve on the pro- 
vincial Inspector-general of Police ; he might improve their efficiency by occasional judicious 
transfers of men from the ranks of the constabulary, an arrangement by which each revenue 
party could always be provided with one or two policemen having local knowledge of-tlie 
country where operations were to be carried on. 

The ultimate effect, I think, of the measures which l have ventured to recommend would 
be, that the constabulary and revenue police, although performing distinct duties, would 
virtually form but one establishment, linked together by a community of inteiests and 
feelings, and, partaking of the same character, clothed in the same uniform, and serving 
under the same superiors, would constitute an efficient force, available upon every important 
emergency for the maintenance of the laws and the support of the legal authority of 
Government. 

I have. &c. 

(signed) Wm. Miller. 



Appendix M. 



(EXTRACT from the Minutes of Evidence taken before the Select Committee 
of The House of Commons in 1842, on the “ Spirit Trade (Ireland) — 
Sess. Paper, No. 338. 



Colonel William Brereton Examined, as follows: 

711. Chairman.'] You are the Chief Inspector of the revenue police in Ireland? — I am. 

712. You are aware that a proposition has been made to repeal the malt drawback in 
Ireland, and that, in consequence of a statement made by certain parties, the repeal has been 
-suspended for a limited period ? — I am. 

713. It has been stated, that the repeal of the malt drawback will seriously injure the 
revenue; what is your opinion on that point?— I cannot conceive that the repeal of the 
malt drawback in Ireland will do so; I do not at all understand why it should do so; there 
are only three malt distillers, and those upon a very small scale. 1 believe in Ireland their 
individual interests might possibly be injured, but the general question of the revenue in 
Ireland 1 do not at all conceive would be affected by the repeal of the malt drawback in Ire- 
land ; moreover I do not think that there would be a less quantity of malt spirits distilled in 
Ireland by the licensed distillers if the malt drawback were removed, than has been distilled 
before. I understand that they universally complain of the onerous restrictions of the malt 
drawback regulations, and that a great many of those who do now distil from malt, do so 
without claiming the drawback. 

714. Mr. Campbell.] To avoid those restrictions ? — Yes. 

715. Chairman.] Then it is your opinion that the repeal of the drawback would rather 
have the effect of increasing the manufacture of spirits from malt than diminishing it ? — 
Yes; at least I cannot conceive that it will diminish it. 

710. As to its effect upon illicit distillation, what opinion have you formed ? — The addi- 
tional temptation, by the withdrawal of the malt drawback, would be so very little, that I do 
not think it could have any effect upon illicit distillation, either in the way of increasing it, 
or even having a tendency to increase it. 

717. Is it your opinion that the system of allowing drawback for malt affords an oppor- 
tunity for fraud ? — 1 have always heard that it is very easy of evasion when malt is ground. 
I am speaking from the information of others, for of course I cannot be supposed to under- 
stand it technically ; but when malt and raw grain are ground together, I understand that it 
is almost impossible to discover the difference — I mean malt for the purpose of distilling. 

718. Then, according to information which you receive, it is your opinion that allowing 
a drawback does afford a facility for fraud ? — A great facility for fraud. 

719. That was the opinion of the Committee that sat in 1831 ? — Yes. 

720. They recommended that in any reduction or repeal of the malt drawback, great pre- 
■cautions should be taken to prevent the revival of illicit distillation? — Since then there have 
been great additional precautions taken. I knew nothing of Ireland, in reference to the 

' (262. App.) Y Y 4 revenue 
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revenue laws, until October 1836, when I commenced the command of the revenue police, and* 
reorganized it upon a new and another system ; and the system I consider now to be altogether 
so totally improved and different from what it then was, that I think the revenue poTice is. 
fully able to cope with, however great, increased efforts to revive illicit distillation. 

721. You have had six years’ experience in Ireland ? — Yes. 

722. From that six years of experience it is your opinion that you are able to cope with 
any increase of illicit distillation which may be supposed to arise from the repeal of the malt 
drawback? — Yes, wherever the revenue police exist, and upon the system that has been 
established; and should it show any tendency to increase elsewhere, the extension of the 
same system, l think, will meet it throughout all Ireland ; the Government, of course will 
be prepared, under the necessity of the case, when it shall arise, to increase the revenue 
po'iee and to extend the system, and the doing so will take a very short period ; therefore 
there can be no sort of apprehension, 1 think, entertained. 

723. Have you recently taken any additional precautions? — I have not increased the 
force, but I have taken increased precautions. 

724. Was that in consequence of any information that you received of an increase of 
illicit distillation ? — Simply from what 1 should call a very insane feeling of certain persons 
in Ireland as to the increase of illicit distillation. I have received all sorts of wild informa- 
tions and statements as to illicit distillation existing in the county of Derry and the county 
of Donegal ; there is a gentleman, who will perhaps be examined in this room — I do not 
know him, I do not even know his name, but he was introduced to me, and he said, “ Colonel 
Brereton, I can assure you that illicit distillation prevails to a most enormous degree in the 
county of Derry at present; I know at this moment, at least I have had information as to 
the existence of 500 gallons of illicit spirits in a depot in the north of Ireland.” I was in 
the outer room there ; a pen and ink were upon the table ; I said I was very much oblio-ed 
to him ; 1 knew he was a distiller, and that his interests and mine were in some decree 
identical — his to avoid competition with illicit distillers, and mine to protect the revenue • 
and that if he would tell me who was the person who had that depot, and where it was 
from that table 1 would write, and probably, by return of post, 1 should receive information 
of the whole being seized. He told me that he neither knew the name of the person, nor 
wlmt the town was: so much for the wild information as to the existence of illicit distillation. 
I must confess that I feel this strongly, because it is in some sort an imputation upon me and 
my measures, and upon the corps which 1 have organized. 

725. Have you received any information of illicit distillation having been commenced? — 
Only by those wild vague stories from people who cannot tell me the name or the place. 

72G. Mr. O’Coimell.] Nothing that you could trace out?— No; the Chairman of the 
Board of Excise some time ago received from an honourable Member of the House of Com- 
mons a statement that, from such a place to such a place, which is in Ennischovven, in the 

county of Donegal — I forget now the exact details, for the letter has passed out of mv hand 

but that, in point of fact, illicit distillation existed to a very alarming degree. It was in the 
range of a party of revenue police; it therefore implied that the officer of that party ought 
to have been dismissed by return of post, if it were so proved ; however, I ordered a "general 
search of the whole Island, as I may term it, of Ennischowen ; it is a peninsula, with a 
diameter of perhaps 18 miles; I had it traversed by four parties; they searched every house 
almost where it was possible that the thing could have existed, and not a trace of illicit dis- 
tillation was discovered upon this information ; or rather, I should correct myself, and say 
that there was a trace, but proving still more strongly that illicit distillation did not then 
exist; it was an old disused still that was found in a ditch, and that had not been used for 
a great many years. No names were mentioned then ; if there had been, I should, of course, 
have proceeded to the houses of the persons where those stills, &c. were stated to be used. 

727. Sir G. Clerk.] When was this representation made? — I cannot state the day upon 
which the communication was made, but 1 can state that the very day when I received the 
information 1 ordered the search ; the search took place in the first fortnight of February 
last; therefore before the imposition of the shilling duty, of which so much has been said. 

728. Have similar representations been mads to you in former years, as well as the pre- 
sent r Constantly ; I have a letter in my pocket from a gentleman at Derry; his name is 
Allen ; it is dated the 11th of April 1838, and it is one of seven letters that have been 
received from him since I took the command of the revenue police ; it is addressed to the 
Lords of the treasury ; upon this I made a general search, and I found that it was greatly 
exaggerated, if not altogether groundless, because I do not at all mean to say that there are 
no traces of illicit distillation ; all I do say is, that we keep it under so entirely as that it 
shall not affect the revenue, or even be. a municipal question. This is what lie says : — “ My 
Lords; We are inundated with illicit whisky ; there is nothing in the county of Donegal 
•sold but such whisky. The north and west are all in a blaze, particularly where the poteen 
is made ; and even here in the city of Derry, as every day the town is full of carriers, selling 
to all private families. In truth, ihe trade is not protected; the police were taken from the 
north last year, and have not been replaced. The Excise must largely suffer by it. Any 
information your Lordships may require from me will be given, and I pray you will instantly 
attend to the replacing of the revenue police in the county of Derry. I have not known more 
illicit whisky made for years than within the last two months.” “Then, 'on the opposite side 

of 
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of tlie page, therein another letter This moment Mr. Cathcart, an Excise officer 

— d , ,sb “ er T> e ?. h miles from Deny, county of Donegal, has slated that eight 

horses with 20 loads of whisky,, each two loads, passed him at one time a few days a®o 
that there is no police within a great distance, and that he understands that illicit wTskV ii 
made all about the county; but my Lords, there is no prevention to its being made m the 
whole of the county ofDonegal.” And that is dated the same date, the 11th of April 

7-29. That letter appears to be addressed to the Lords of the Treasury : was it referred 
aXttawe to Ir-’ ° r ‘ lle B0I "' Cl ° f EMiSe ? ~ 11 " a3 refered 10 ‘ ba Board of Ixdse, 

730. What steps did you take upon receiving that letter?— I immediatelv made a Arid 
seardi, and found, what I know has ever been the case, that occasionally there a horse-lo°ad 
of whisky will make its way into the interior of the country, but not to the «te„t that t 

here stated, or to the extent which has been lately stated ; I know and am free m 
I knew, that, not a very long time ago (and indexed a prosecuSon’is^ now o ,t ^ anl' unoo 
that), spirits were takemnto Derrv, and there sold at fl « « trill™. i kSl " ncu, ?g u P°n 
the illicit distillation can hardly compete, I think, with the legS distillation. 38 Sh ° Wlng that 

731. Have any other representations of a similar nature been made with reference to the 
extent of illicit distillation in that district between 1838 and the present year '-This £ one 
of seven from the same gentleman, who is a dealer in the town of Derry/ ' 

respect to^h^^was^cmTec??— I tor^'whetoe^dS^ci^noto^bn^Ytoo^ sta * ement Wltb 
a“g?rSd! Ile ‘ mth ° r 0tl ’ erwise ° f Ietter - and 1 f ™" d that least it wa/gmSly ex- 

S'™°r "' ] Ha ' e 7°" recei,ad oth ? epP’irattons of a similar nature from other 
parties. Ye., fiom a great many persons, but always in Derry; there was one a snirit 
retailer upon a very large scale, who lives within a few doors of this gentleman Mr aE- 
same U°tog. COmm “ mCa a " d connex,t>n : 1,8 has ™'y fisquently sin'ce that period said the 

734. Sir George CM.] Have you ever made any discoveries of illicit stills in conse- 
quence of information so given ?— I do not think that I have ever done so. 

thU mAh™' informati °'' e ” r b “ n .sufficiently distinct to enuble you to do so ?— Never . 
his Mr Allen very recently since the imposition of the shilling duty, addressed a letter to 
the Lords of the Treasury which was sent in the usual manner to me, and I remarked unon 
some of h,s statements ; but to suppose that horse-loads of whisky, as he stated could be 
offered in a great town like Derry for sale publicly, implies that eveiy excise officer ou“'ht to 
be swept off the list, and has neglected his duty. With regard to 'Mr. Allen or anv body 
else, as a distiller, it ,s h,s interest surely as much as it is mine, at any rate to goto flie 
collect or or to the excise officer, and say, “ Here is so and so happening; these p = euple are 
competing with my trade unlawfully ; it is my interest you should know I, s,» a,Ke them 
such information as would enable them to seise. It seems to be forgotten that no sffir™ 
can pass lit a quantity greater than a gallon, but a permit is necessary ; it is the duS of 
S !?P o' ls P lrlt3 ’» transitu, and demand a permit; and bow, therefore could 
200 gallons be offered for sale in the town of Derry which had not a permit. 

r,™ 6 ' 14 r St “r led in i. the Ie “ ar "l*! 1 y°“ read ’ thal > in consequence of the removal of the 
revenue pohee from the county of Donegal, the illicit distillation had increased • was anv 

^ce'the yem^l836,^ertain^? Ved *" “ nnly “ time ?-No« in my time; nit 

naS in'i'l"? 0 Tblrf'TT"’' 1 Has , tberc been “”y change in the position or strength of 
fc ;~ Ther ® has ’ Jcen . one tr,fl,n g change ; I moved a party from Rutland to D'urHo 
win he bere 13 a map. giving the stations of the revenue police, by which it 

of he Tf 6 county of Derry anf the county of Donegal together have nearly a th rd 
ot the whole revenue force in Ireland. ° v u umu 

738. Sir George Clerk . ] Are yon able to state whether illicit distillation lias increased 
or not since the year 1 838 ?— Here is a return which will show whether it lias or has not • 
I can only judge by the detections, and that though a horse-load of whisky may nrobublv 
vrt ni I J ltS Wa f , . f, ; 0n L tha ,slands which ate off the west coast of Donegal into Derr/ 
HIT 1 ! t 3 ° V 0t ‘ • ,hat lIlleit dlst 'dation prevails in anything like the fegree that his 
ic thVb ' ere (“if stat , emen ‘ P f a !‘ actures and detections, and prosecutions/ convictions 

to. oat WM ‘ ak f f aCe ’ b ™«' n S hewn to the day of my quitting Dublin, which is 

ssm" 6th 'f f (n Ia ' V 5 " nd 1 beg _, l ° obser,,e i tbat 1,16 year ending the 28th of May, is almost the 
same as 'f the year was pot down ending the loth of October, because after tils period therf 

l-ir e ° fanyim “ — ’ * aa mfddn f? cannot exis^tmd 

The Witness delivered in a Paper, which is as follows : 
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AN ACCOUNT of Seizures and Detections made by the Revenue Police from 
11 October 1836 to 28 May 1842. 



YEARS. 


Bushels 

of 

Malt. 


j 

Stills. , 


Still- 


Worms. 


Vessels. 


| Illicit 


Plain 

Spirits. 


Gallons 

of 

Potale. 


Gallons 

of 

Singlings. 


1 

X 


<5 1 


Lbs. 
of To- 
bacco. 


of 


Number of 
Prosecuted 
Year. 


Number of 
Persons 
Convicted 

Year. 


Year ended 10 Oct. 1837 


14,439 


340 


. 322 


210, 


3,420 


634 


334 


37,626 


082 


36 i 


28 


168 


! 158 


748 ! 


553 


„ 10 Oct. 1838 


20,462 


430 


| 311 


317 I 


5,172 


1 , 315 ; 


789 


63,889 


1,631 


36 


26 


04 


- 


772 


631 


„ 10 Oct. 1839 


4,791 


209 


146 : 


153 


1,959 


389 j 


1,911 


20,414 


495 


19 


17 


12 


- , 


294 


241 


„ 10 Oct. 1840 


3.007 


136 


j 101 1 


80 


1,318 


237 ! 


514 


13,441 


303 


23 


13 | 


138 


- 


235 


183 


„ 10 Oct. 1841 


3.500 


133 


95 


85 


1,360 


220 


420 


14,348 


361 


16 


9 . 


23,722 


- 


259 


213 


From 11 Oct. 1841 to 
28 May 1842 - 


3,333 


121 


95 


75 ; 


1,330 


241 


237 


16,027 


453 


15 


7 


29 


- 


227 


1S2 


Totax - - - 


49,532 


1,369 ; 


: 1,070 


920 j 


14,559 


3,036 . 


4,205 


165,745 | 


4,225 


145 


98 j 


24,163 


152 , 


2.038 


2,009 



73!). Sir Robert Ferguson.'] Is there no malting- in September or October? — None in 
September. I am speaking of the year ending the 10th of October. 

740. Sir George. Clerk.] Will you state how your parties of police are stationed, and 
the arrangements you make to prevent illicit' distillation ? — The whole corps is divided into 
18 parts ; each part is called a division, and it consists of four parties ; each party is com- 
manded by an officer, a Lieutenant, with the exception of one, which is commanded by an 
officer inferior to a Lieutenant ; and at that one the Sub-Inspector, who commands the 
whole division, is stationed, and is responsible for the suppression of illicit distillation 
throughout the whole of his division, as is each officer of a party responsible to him, the Sub- 
Inspector, for keeping illicit distillation under, within the range of his party. Nearly a third 
of the whole revenue police of Ireland is stationed in the counties of Derry and Donegal, 
including two, or even three, that are not exactly in Donegal, but so completely on the vero-e 
of it, that they extend their range into Donegal. 

741. What is the distance between the various stations in that district of country? — 
There is a scale ; I cannot precisely call it to my recollection but by comparison with the 
rest of Ireland. You will see that they are seldom more than half' the distance, one from 
the other, that they are in some other parts of Ireland. 

742. Is there any difficulty in the parties perambulating the whole of that distance in the 
course of the day? — None; because they have to extend their range from one party to 
another party midway. They are so place'd that half the range between two parties is the 
whole range of one party. The most distant amongst them there is that between Dunglo 
and Gortahurk, opposite those islands that are the great offenders, where illicit distillation 
prevails to a certain degree; that distance is about 14 Irish miles; therefore the range of 
each party is seven miles, which I consider nothing. 

743. Sir R. Fergvson.] Have you had any application to put the parties nearer to each 
other in that particular locality ?— If I had, I should not have considered it necessary ; but 
I do not recollect any application to put them nearer, though I may have had applications 
to put other parties. 

, 744 - Hav e you had applications to put on parties, or to change the situation of them ?— 
Yes ; I have had repeated applications to change parties, and very seldom a long period 
elapses without the occurrence of such applications. The reason is this : the revenue police 
expends 800 1. a year, which, in the little hamlet in which it is placed, is of course a great 
advantage ; and wherever there is the least excuse, and indeed without any excuse, a gen- 
tleman owning a little village in Ireland, perhaps, is very desirous of getting a party placed 
there upon the slightest reason that he can give for so placing them. ° 

7 4 5. You mentioned a memorial from Mr. Allen to the Treasury, complaining, in 1838, 
of the great extent of illicit distillation in spirits carried into Derry ; are you aware that it 
appears by this report that the number of gallons of illicit spirits seized in the year 1838 
was rather more than double the quantity seized in 1637, and treble the quantity seized in 
i839 ?— 1 am quite aware of that; but all does not apply to Mr. Allen’s particular district, 
which is only a very small portion of Ireland. I am quite aware that in the second of the 
years which are- there named, 1838, a great many more detections took place ; but I have 
also attributed that, not to the increase of illicit distillation in Ireland, but to the revenue 
police having better understood the regulations which were established for their observance 
and operations; and from that year, I fancy, you will find that it has decreased in a con- 
siderable degree. 

746. Chairman.] The increase in that year you attribute to the precautions that were 
then taken. In the first year the revenue police was not completely organized; many 
obstacles presented themselves to me in doing it; I had to get rid of many inefficient 
persons, persons who had originally been very improperly appointed, upon whom no depen- 
dence 
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dence could be placed. During the first year I worked pretty hard, and got rid of all I Appendix M, 

could, and always, I hope, on just grounds ; and the consequence was, we had the corps in — — 
1838 much better organized, and the regulations for their operations were better understood 
and better carried into effect. 

747. Sir G. Clerk.] Is the force now so organized as to render it impossible for an 
increase of illicit distillation to take place without your being cognizant of it? — I think so. 

748. Sir JR. Ferguson.] But that which I want to draw your attention to is this, that at 
the time when you received that application from Mr. Allen, it appears that, whether you 
look at the seizures or the convictions, the numbers are treble in that year what they have 
been any year since ? — I beg to say that that is a misapprehension ; that year is made up to 
the 11 th of October ; Mr. Allen’s letter was dated the 11 th of April. 

74D. But that April is included in the year between October 1837 and October 1838, 
which is the year 1 am speaking of as the time when illicit distillation was most in force ? — 

It is. 

750. Then Mr. Allen’s report is borne out by this paper? — Yes; but I have stated that 
that is one of seven reports coming from him, which are all identical in their terms, and 
through the six years of my management. 

751. Sir G. Clerk.] Have you any account of the seizures that have been made? — 

I have npt brought it with me ; in Dublin I have a great book, with columns headed, and 
each division has a portion assigned to it, under its proper letter, and I can always tell the 
number by reference to it. 

752. Sir R. Ferguson.] You alluded to a communication from a Member of this Com- 
mittee to the Chairman of the Board of Excise, which was placed in your hands, with refer- 
ence to the district of Ennischowen ; was that statement with reference to Ennischowen 
general, or confined to a particular district ? — To a particular district. 

753. To a particular district adjoining the county of Deny ? — Yes. 

754. Have there been any seizures lately made in that district ? — I left Ireland on the 1st 
of June, and therefore I cannot say. 

755. Have any seizures been made during this spring in or immediately adjoining the 
city of Derry ? — I believe there have ; but I wish to say that there isno day in the 365 days 
of the year, that in some part of Ireland a seizure of some kind is not made ; but I do not 
think more seizures have been made than are usual ; you cannot altogether prevent illicit 
distillation ; but if you detect it when it is going on, it is all you can do. 

756. Do you recollect more particularly the district to which that communication from a 
Member of this Committee to the Chairman of the Excise, with reference to illicit distil- 
lation in the neighbourhood of Derry, referred ? — It was at the foot of the mountain, called 
Enniskeen. 

757. That was the district you visited ? — Yes. 

758. Did you direct any parties to search particularly that district? — Certainly; an 
extract of the letter was sent to the officer in command of one of these divisions, who had full 
power to make use of the four parties ; and, as well as I recollect, he did make use of the 
four parties, and most assuredly he searched that particular district. 

750. You are not aware of his having done so ; you say that you suppose so ? — I say that 
he. positively did. 

760. Can you state what parties he took, and the distance of the particular parties from 
this district ? — The nearest village is, I suppose, eight miles from Bunnerana. 

761. Is there any within 10 miles at the other extremity ? — Ho. 

762. Can you say whether or not, during this spring, there have been prosecutions, either 
at the Burnfoot Petty Sessions or in the city of Londonderry, for stills or malting in that 
district? — I forget. By that return it appears that in the present year there have been 227 
prosecutions. I cannot call to mind, but perhaps there may be some gentlemen here who 
may be able to give that information, because it comes equally to the Board of Excise as to 
myself. 

763. Did the party at Bunerana, after a march of 12 miles, seize one or two stills in full 
work, and fail in securing two others, in the immediate vicinity of the city of Derry? — 

I do not know anv thing of the matter ; but I should say that it is impossible, from the 
nature of things, for he could not by possibility have marched all that distance unless he 
had been a madman, because there is a boat which brings him to Burnfoot, and that is 
not above four miles from the spot you speak about ; therefore he had not to march all 
that distance. 

764. You do not know whether he had to traverse all that distance, without saying 
whether or. not he was obliged to march it, owing to the tide being out? — I do not know 
anything about it ; the reason why I gave the explanation was, that it might not appear 
that the liberties of Londonderry were left unprotected ; there is a party at Bunerana ; a. 
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Appendix M. boat may arrive within four miles of the coast, and that is, in point of fact, no distance. 

1 have never said that Mr. Allen misrepresented, but this I mean to say, that people are 

very often credulous. Supposing, for example, that a dealer goes for orders to a customer, 
the' customer will, with a view of getting the spirits much cheaper, say, “ I will not give 
you the price you ask ; the whole country is covered with illicit distillation ; there is a man 
who offered me 200 gallons, which I could have had at so much.” I do not mean to say 
that Mr. Allen told an untruth, but I only mean to say that he was totally misinformed • 
in one word, I fully believe that Donegal is better protected than any other part of Ireland’ 
as far as the means of the revenue police go. 

765. Chairman.'] And as regards this particular district of the liberties of Derry, you 
consider that the force stationed there is amply sufficient ; that they are quite masters of 
the district that they have to look over? — I do; and moreover, in a town the revenue police 
never should be placed ; an armed revenue police, which is an excrescence in every country, 
is alone to be placed in the wild mountainous districts of the country, where the ordinary 
authorities cannot by possibility, with any degree of security, act. Now in the town of 
Londonderry there is a corps consisting of excise officers, with the collector at the head of 
them ; if he felt that there was any necessity for using force, he had nothing to do but to 
collect a number of these persons fully equivalent to a party of the revenue police; moreover, 
there is a large constabulary in the town of Derry, and, of course, they would not allow 
any of those persons to be killed by smugglers ; therefore in great towns, I do not at all 
consider it necessary to place parties of revenue police ; if they are so distant from them 
as that they can approach to the suburbs of those towns, 1 consider that quite enough ; 
I moved the party from Derry; that is what I believe has been alluded to as having been 
a removal from Donegal; I believe what has originated it was that I moved a party from 
Derry, for the reason that I give, that in a great town there can be no necessity for an 
armed force. 

766. Mr. O'Connell.] It is generally considered that the night marches of the revenue 
police tend greatly t 0 prevent illicit distillation, because they perceive the stills at work ; 
is not that the case? — Yes; there is very little utility in their marching in the day, and I 
reprimand, and go even further with an officer who makes it a practice to set out at a late 
hour in the day; I think he ought to be on the ground before daylight, otherwise he is 
seen at a great distance by the smugglers, who resort to all sorts of expedients to be aware 
of the approach of the revenue police. 

767. The distillery fires are more readily seen by the parties being out at night? — 
Yes. 



768. Sir H. Ferguson.] What support do you receive from the constabulary, or what 
orders are giveu to them in reference to your force ? — There has been a misapprehension 
ever since I have been in Ireland, now six years, as to the Act under which the constabulary 
is constituted ; it was supposed, when first introduced into Ireland, that to deal with illicit 
distillation would render them so unpopular as to make it very difficult for them to execute 
their own particular duties, and by a section in that Act, which Act is the 6th & 7th of 
William the Fourth, chapter 13, section 15, it is enacted, that the constabulary are bound 
to execute all lawful warrants of the magistrates, exctpt warrants under any revenue Acts, 
tithes and something else it has hitherto been supposed that under that section it would 
he illegal for them in any way to act for the suppression of illicit distillation, or for the 
support of the revenue; but that misapprehension has now been totally removed ; since my 
arrival in London, the Government has seen it fully in the way in which I wished they 
should do, and as I thought they might do; the consequence is, that orders have now been 
issued, or are about to be issued, that the constabulary shall give to me confidential infor- 
mation whenever illicit distillation exists within their comparatively very confined districts; 
that is one of the arrangements which, in reply to a question which was put to me, I stated 
had already commenced ; and a most effectual one it is, and I think will do more to prevent 
illicit distillation than if the revenue police were quadrupled. 

769. Mr. M. O’ Ferrall.] Is that order, to which your refer, founded upon the Treasury 
Minute of 1838? — It is nearly the same ; but that minute of 1838, I am sorry to say, was 
never fully carried into effect by the Irish Government, though nothing could be more 
decided than that Treasury Minute. 

770. Where did the difficulty arise ; was it with the constabulary? — It was entirely upon 
the point of law, I believe ; but it is now seen that it was an unfounded construction. 

, Sir G' Clerk.] I believe the construction put upon that clause went so far as that 
tne constabulary were considered as being prevented from offering any protection to excise 
officers or the revenue police, even if there was danger to their lives? — That was in refer- 
ence to the execution of warrants ; that ihey weie not to execute any warrant under any 
Revenue Act, unless forcible resistance should have actually taken place to the officer 
executing the warrant, and so to be proved to have taken place upon oath ; I think that an 
absurd regulation. 

772. Mr. M. 0 Feirall.] What are the regulations in force now as regards the con- 
stabulary and the revenue police? — It is only within a few days that the regulation has 
been framed ; since I have returned from Ireland. 

773. Captain 
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773. Captain Jones.} Do you wish the Committee to understand that the quantity stated 
as being seized in this Return is a true index of the quantity of illicit distillation which is 
■going on in the country ? — The only means hitherto, until this arrangement which is now 
about to be carried into effect, by which I could judge of illicit distillation, is by the 
detections ; but I believe that the regulations are such, that very little, if any, illicit matter 
■can escape the revenue police, vyhere there is any revenue police ; and I think, therefore 
that it ought to be taken as a fair indication of the amount of illicit distillation in o-eneral • 
and upon that subject I would say, that the gross total of the seizures there does no t & a mount 
to so much as any licensed distiller of the highest class, such as Mr. Jameson, whom you 
have had in evidence before you, would distil probably in a couple of months. 

774. I understand you to say, that subsequently to the year 1838 or 1839, at all events, 

you think that the regulations under which the revenue police acted were perfect ? No, 

1 do not say that ; but I think that they are as perfect as I can make them, and at anv rate 
•they are better than they were before, when there was no system at all. 

775. The last return in that paper is not fora full year ? — No ; but from the 28 th of 
May till the middle or the end of September, there can be very little illicit distillation 
if any. 

776. Will you have the goodness to state, to the Committee whether the quantity seized 
.in that period of eight months does not exceed the entire amount seized in the preceding 
tperiod of twelve months? — No; the number of bushels of malt were 3,500 in the year 
•ending 10th of October 1841, and in the period ending in May last, which we will call a 
year, it is 3,333. The number of stills, which after alfis the essential point, and the most 
material point, in the year ending 10th October 1841, is 133; the number of stills in the 
present year is 121 ; in 1841, 259 were prosecuted, and in this year it is 227, showing a 
very material decrease; but, however, 1 am quite sure that it will be found, when the 10th 
of October of this year shall have arrived, that, upon the whole, illicit distillation will 
have decreased, because I do not anticipate making any seizures of any importance for 
ithe remainder of the present year. 

777. Sir R. Ferguson.} Will you look at iliis return relative to the quarters, and state 
-the numbers in the quarters of the three last years? — But this is not half or one-fourth for 
illicit distillation, and there is the great mistake of gentlemen in Ireland, that all is supposed 
to be for illicit distillation ; I see there were 200 gallons seized ; but who is to say that that 
•was not got out of the stock of some fraudulent licensed distiller. 

778- Are those included in this return which you have given in?— No, unless seized by 
the revenue police. 

779. Mr. M. O'Ferrall.} Have not the revenue police occasionally seized fraudulent 
malt on the premises of licensed distillers? — Yes. 

780. Would the malt in that case be inserted io that paper? — Yes. 

781. Then that would have the appearance of malt seized from an illicit distiller? — Yes, 
that is so; I had forgotten that. 

782. Hove you known instances of whisky being seized belonging to a licensed distiller 
which was issued from the distillery without a permit? — Yes, every day we hear of it, and 

• seize it too. 

783. If such a seizure was made by the revenue police, would the quantity seized be 
inserted in that return ? — It would, but it would be under a different head ; I have no means, 
with respect to this printed paper, of distinguishing between illicit malt made by a fraudu- 
lent licensed maltster and the other ; but in my return you will observe that one is under the 
head of plain spirits, which means spirits distilled by licensed distillers attempting to defraud 
the revenue by evading the Act of Parliament. 

784. Captain Jones.} Will you refer to your return of the two articles of potale and 

• spirits, and state to the Committee whether the quantity seizpd in the last eight months does 
not exceed the quantity seized in the previous 12 months ? — Two hundred and twenty gal- 
lons of illicit spirits were seized in the year ending October 1841, and 241 gallons were seized 
in the past year; there is a difference of 20 gallons— in the polale there is 2,000. 

785. So far showing that there may have been some increase in the quantity of illicit dis- 
tillation? — Yes ; but it is so impalpable that it is not worth talking about. 

786. I understand you to say that you do not think that the reduction of the malt draw- 
tback will he of such consequence as to act as an incentive to encourage the illicit distiller 
•to revive his trade; is that the only circumstance at this moment which is likely to act as 
an incentive to the illicit distiller to return to his illegal practices? — No, of course there is 
the shilling duty; I am perfectly free to confess, that where there is an increase of tempta- 
tion, there must necessarily be looked for an increased tendency to illicit distillation ; but I 
•repeat, that the present system and the present force, where it is established, and where illicit 
distillation prevails, I consider to be quite sufficient to keep under the additional illicit distilla- 
tion ; I can readily explain it to you ; you have the map before you. 'lake the range of any 
one of the parties ; if that party meets with instead of one or two or three stills, as at present, 
they meet with 50; it is as easy to deal with them, having the means, under the regulations, 

• of self-defence. , 
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787. Then do you mean the Committee to understand that, however great the incentive 
may be to the illicit distiller to return to his illegal practices, you think that the regulation 
of the revenue police and the strength of the revenue police are so great as to prevent any 
injury to the revenue of the country ? — I think, however great illicit distillation might be in 
Ireland with the present system under which the revenue police acts, provided that system, 
as I have already said more than once, be extended, and the police itself be applied more 
generally, it might be kept under; but for the 1 s. duty additional, I do not think that the 
incentive will be so very great as to increase illicit distillation to such an extent as to make 
it at all necessary at present to add to the revenue police, and more particularly. as the 
Government are carrying into effect additional arrangements. 

788. Sir R. Ferguson .] Will you give from that return the number of detections and 
the number of persons who appear to have been prosecuted and who appear to have been 
convicted in the spring quarter of the years 1840, 1841 and 1842? — The number of detec- 
tions in 1840 was 420, in 1841 it was 289, and in 1842 it was 320, so that it is much less 
than in 1840; in the quarter of .1840, 114 were prosecuted ; in the year 1841, 113 were pro- 
secuted, and in the year 1 842 there were 1 27 persons prosecuted ; but I beg to say that though 
I am reading this return, I do not make myself responsible for its correctness which I do for 
my own : this does not state detections made by the revenue police alone, but detections 
made by all classes of the revenue together. 

789. Mr. Grogan.'] Is there any quarter or month in the year in which your detections 
are more numerous than in others? — Yes; I have always reckoned that before festivals, 
Christmas and Whitsuntide, they are more frequent. 

790. Do you conceive that in the spring of the year very many detections generally take 
place ? — I think I have observed it for the most part, because naturally illicit distillation 
must cease at a certain period ; therefore they seem at that time to be making up as much 
as they can for future consumption. 

791. Captain Jones.] Is there any regulation by which each party of the revenue police 
is required to march a certain distance every day ? — Not every day, but four or five days in 
the week : four days would be considered very moderate labour in a week. 

792. Have the goodness to state shortly what the regulation upon that subject is ? — It is 
defined very much by their being able to employ themselves usefully. 

793. Is it possible, under the regulations, that a party of the revenue police might travel 
over the same ground day after day ? — It is possible, certainly ; but they would do very ill 
if they did ; it would be a bad employment of their time ; you will find that the ranges of 
a party of the revenue police are like the radii of a circle, to every point of the circumfer- 
ence from its centre, to a certain distance, which is defined for them upon the map ; they 
are required, whatever number of miles they travel, to keep down illicit distillation there ; 
and if it is found that within that district illicit distillation takes place, then that officer 
deserves to be dismissed, and has neglected his duty, if he fail to detect it. 

794. Mr. M. O’Ferrall.] Do they make a return to your office of the patrols they 
make? — I get from the officer, at the expiration of every six weeks, a diary, which is sworn 
to, or rather declared, before a magistrate, and also declared by the sergeant as a check 
upon the officer, which defines the number of days that he has left each station in each 
week, the hours of the day in which he quits that station in that week, the number of miles 
travelled, the townlands visited, and every place that he has searched ; so that I can tell, 
by looking over the journals, whether the party has been properly employed. 

795. So that if any officer continually went to the same townlands, you would unques- 
tionably detect him ? — Certainly. 

79(i. Captain Jones.] The journal which is returned to you by the officer will enable you 
to ascertain that ? — It ought so to do, if I trace it upon the map, which of course I very 
often do ; and if I do not, it is sent to the Board of Excise here, and other persons examine 
it ; but I myself examine very strictly upon that point. 

797. Is the original journal sent to the Board of Excise? — Yes. 

798. Mr. Grogan.] Are your men on duty on Sunday? — Every Sunday they are not, 
but often upon Sundays. 

799. Have you anjr reason to believe that on Sundays there is any increase of illicit dis- 
tillation ?— -Yes ; on Sundays people would, I think, be more inclined to distil illicitly, 
because it is not a day of labour ; but I have no other reason for saying that it is so ; if every 
body who has the power in Ireland would only aid and assist in the suppression of illicit 
distillation, illicit distillation could not by possibility exist. 

800. Mr. M. O’Ferrall.] You think if gentlemen of the country exerted themselves, 
you could put it down?— The law empowers them to do it; for under one of the sections of 
the Illicit Distillation Act, every gentleman may act, and also his steward. 

802. Sir R. Ferguson.] What is that Act?— The 1st & 2d Will. 4, c. 55. 

802. Mr. Campbell .] Under that Act you think that if they used the influence which 
proprietors must have, they would to a great extent put down illicit distillation ?— Yes, if 

they 
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they reported illicit distillation where it was carried on close to their own houses ; if, instead Appendix 1VI- 

of saying that the information was given to them in confidence, they would state the names 

of persons and the houses wherever it was, I would answer to them that by return of post, 
if I had to send a party even 50 miles, and to a part where it was solitarily carried on, that 
all the complaints that they make should he immediately redressed ; but to have to fight 
with phantoms is one of the most annoying duties that a man can have ; a report is sent to 
the Treasury talking of 200 gallons being sold, and of every house in such a district having 
its own still, but nobody tells me where the houses, are or the parties names ; if they did, 
the thing would be put down. 

803. Sir JR. Ferguson .] Do not you think it possible that a country gentleman might be 
able to get information, so far as to be able to give the townland without knowing the exact 
house, so that before the information reached you in Dublin, and the revenue police came 
down, the still might be removed from one house to another? — It is very possible; but it 
has been stated ever and over again to me, in repeated letters, that illicit distillation exists 
here and exists there ; l never in any one single instance, in the six years of my manage- 
ment, have received a tangible statement, one which I could act upon ; therefore I have to 
fight with phantoms, which is the most annoying of my duties. Now, with regard to the 
power that gentlemen in Ireland have to act in the suppression of illicit distillation, it is 
section 21 of 1 & 2 Will. 4, c. 55, commonly called the Illicit Distillation Act — “ And be it 
further enacted, that it shall be lawful for any Justice of Peace who shall find any still, still- 
head or worm of a still in possession of any person, without a sufficient license being pro- 
duced for keeping the same, and for any landlord or proprietor of any land or premises on 
which the same shall be found, or bis steward or bailiff, to seize such still, still-head or 
worm, and to convey and deliver the same to the next officer of Excise, who shall take such 
still, still-head or worm into his custody, and secure the same in like manner as if »uch still, 
still-head or worm had been seized by him,” because the seizing officer has a special com- 
mission for such purposes — “ and it shall in like manner be. lawful for any Justice of the 
Peace, landlord or proprietor, or steward or bailiff, to seize any low wines, singlings, wort, 
wash, potale, or any corn or grain making into malt, in the possession of any person not 
entitled by law to have the same in possession, and to spill and destroy all such low wines; ” 
in short, the whole machinery of illicit distillation. 

804. That is the power that you conceive every proprietor in Ireland can exercise? — Yes. 

805. In order to exercise it as a revenue police, you are obliged to arm the. police ? — It is 
necessary in mountainous districts. 

806. But they never travel without arms when on duty ? — They never do, because they 
are on a military system. 

807. Do you think that it would be possible, from what you know of Ireland, for almost 
any proprietor there to go unarmed to seize a still ? — In many cases I say that they could 
and ou°ht to do so. In Derry, on the road from Derry to Moville, which I think is one 
that the Honourable Member knows something of, I think he might as safely do it (and 
that is the spot where it is stated that illicit distillation prevails) as he could in Grosvenor- 
square. 

808. Do you know that country sufficiently well to speak to that?— I should say that I 
do; 1 have 'travelled over it, and I know that there is a considerable body of constabulary 
thereabouts. 

809. Are you aware that that considerable body of constabulary is occasioned by the 
•unruly nature of a quarrel that lias arisen about the fisheries? — No, I am not. 

810. Captain Jones.] Can you state to the Committee how those illicit distillers carry 
the whisky along the road ? — By means of horses, in some cases. 

811. Have you ever seen them yourself so carrying it? — I have in this way : last year I heard 
a great many statements that illicit distillation was going on to a great extent in the islands 
off the coast of Donegal, off the mouth of the river, called theGuidorc ; the revenue police, 
of course, could not reach those islands ; they had no means of doing it, and if they had, 
they are landsmen, and could not work the boats; I went to that place, and I myself saw 
horses being laden with whisky, which was stated to me to be illicit whisky, and I believe 
the fact, which was then being landed in boats from the island of Innismeane, one of the 
islands oft' that coast ; therefore I can state, of my own knowledge, that that is the manner 
in which the smugglers endeavour to carry whisky along the roads. 

812. Mr. M. O'FerraU . ] Do the coast-guard co-operate with the revenue police ?— I 
am sorry to say that they have not done so ; and, in order to meet that evil, I made an 
application that means should be given to me for the doing of it, and that is one of the 
measures that I alluded to when I said that additional arrangements were making ; hut upon 
that particular occasion, having satisfied myself that there were stills at work, and spirits 
being manufactured in those islands, I got the Chairman of the Board of Excise to send to 
Scotland for an excise cutter, with boats and sufficient crew, to act as they did act in Scot- 
land when illicit distillation prevailed there, that is to say, to make a barrack of the cutter, 
and to scour the islands by means of its boats, and they completely suppressed it for a 
time, so much so, that the agent of the property there, belonging to Lord George Hill, with 
whom I spoke at the time, and who told me that the islands were blazing, as he called it, 
with illicit distillation, wrote to Lord George Hill, who forwarded to me his letter, in which 
he said Colonel Brereton had declared, when he was in the country, that he would put down 
illicit distillation in those islands ; “ I could not,” he said, “conceive it possible that he 
would do it so effectually as he has done it; there is not now the slightest trace of it. 
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813. Captain Jones.] Then the mode in which the spirits are carried along the roads is 
across the horse’s back on which the man rides? — Yes. 

814. You have not seen large parties carrying spirits in that way ? — I have only seen 
what I have just stated. 

815. Does your information enable you to say whether those people who carry those 
spirits are a lawless people in their habits ? — They clearly are a lawless people, because they 
are infringing the law. 

816. Are they violent and outrageous? — Yes. 

817. Do you think that it would be safe for any country gentleman unarmed to attempt 
to stop people of that sort? — Not in that district; it would be in many countries; the 
country to which I allude is the wild mountainous part of Donegal ; immediately about 
Derry, to say the least of it, is a very different kind of country. 

818. Mr. O’Brien .] The general tendency of your evidence is, that the country «-entle~ 
meuof Donegal and Derry do not assist the revenue as they might do; is it your intention 
to convey such an impression as that to the Committee? — l do not mean to convey that 
impression ; I mean to say, that if the country gentlemen would use the power that the law 
has invested them with, and if the country gentlemen, where they knew illicit distillation 
existed, would take the pains to ascertain where they were carrying it on, and where they 
could not themselves act, they would convey that information to me, at whatever distance- 
and whatever expense the operation might be attended with, I would take care that the 
place should be visited, and the thing as far as possible put down ; but when vague asser- 
tions are made of illicit distillation, I must of course believe that the gentlemen who convey 
it are mistaken, if they will not give positive data upon which to act. 

819. Mr. M. O'Ferrall] I believe you have received positive information from other 
gentlemen as to illicit distillation, which led to its total suppression ? — I have from you ; 
you informed me of it in the town of Longvvood. 

820. Had you the same information from other gentlemen in that neighbourhood? — 
I had. 

821. And it had the effect of totally suppressing it ?— It had ; I marched parties there, 
and I found the information perfectly correct, that it was so ; we searched, and repeatedly 
visited backwards and forwards every fourth or fifth day, and now we have utterly suppressed 
it, and I believe it is almost forgotten. 

822. You stated just now that you saw some whisky landed from one of the islands ; 
could that have been done without the knowledge of the coast-guard ? — For the purpose of 
obtaining means for doing that which I found was not done by the coast-guard, I made an 
official report of the matter, and the case was referred to the Customs ; the reasons there 
given why the coast-guard station, which was very near to the landing-place, at any rate 
within full view of those islands, did not act was, that they patrolled all night, and that by 
day they were in bed and asleep, and did not see it. 

823. Mr. O'Connell .] Are you aware that some of the largest licensed distilleries in 
Ireland are in the city of Cork and in the city of Limerick ?— I am aware that there are 
distilleries there. 

824. Are you aware of this fact, that the counties in the south of Ireland are. quite free 
from illicit distillation ? — I know that the county of Kerry is quite free, and that the county 
of Cork is almost free ; there was a rumour, as 'to the county of Cork, that I sent a party of 

revenue police from a considerable distance, and at a considerable expense, to be placed in 
Dunmanvvay, in consequence of some assertions that were made; but I found that those 
assertions were totally groundless, and they have never been able to make any seizure, and 
the intention now is to place them where they may be better employed. 

825. The vicinage of those great distilleries is utterly unaffected by illicit distillation, is it 
not?— I believe that there is no illicit distillation in either Kerry, Cork or Waterford, Wex- 
ford or Kilkenny. 

.826. Captain Jones.] You spoke of the success which attended your attempt to put down 
illicit distillation in a district where you had received information from gentlemen in the 
neighbourhood ; what description of country was that, was it a mountainous country or a 
low land ? — It is a wild boggy country. 

827. A wild boggy district of great extent? — If I recollect right, it is upon the verge of 
the Bog of Allen. 

828. So far .a district similar to that which we have been speaking of in the counties of 
Donegal and Londonderry ?— No, not the least like it; I do not see the least similitude 
between the two counties. 

829. Is it as easy to suppress illicit distillation in the county of Derry and the county of 
Donegal as in the district in which you were so successful ? — Certainly not ; and for that 
reason, in the one there is no revenue police at all, and in the other two counties they have 
very nearly a third of the whole force. 

830. Mr. 0 Connell] What is the entire force ? — Nine hundred and six privates ; alto 
gether, officers and sergeants, they come to about 1,050 persons. 
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Appeadix N. A RETURN of the Number of Persons confined in each Gaol in Ireland, for Offences 
against the Laws for the Suppression of Illicit Distillation, on the 6th day of 
March 1843. 



GAOLS. 


Number 

of 

Persons confined 
5 March 1843. 


GAOLS. 


Number 

of 

Persons confined 
5 March 1843. 


Antrim - - - 


11 


Limerick County 


7 


Armagh 


1 


Londonderry - 


10 


Carrick-on-Shannon 


29 


Longford - - - 


15 


Castlebar - - - - 


51 


Maryborough - 


2 


Cavan - - - - i 


9 


Monaghan - 


13 


Clonmel - - - - 


2 


Nenagh - - - 


6 


Down, County 


1 


Omagh - 


47 


Dungannon Bridewell - 


4 


Roscommon - - - 


19 


Ennis ----- 


22 


Sligo - 


15 


Enniskillen - 


5 


Tullamore - 


1 


Galway, County - 


15 






Galway, Town - 


1 


Total - - 


356 


Lifford - 


69 


. 




Limerick, City - 


1 







Excise Office, London,"! 
15 March 1843. J 
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Appendix 0 . COPY ol the Report of Mr. Logie and Mr. Steel on Illicit Distillation 

and the Revenue Police in Ireland. 

Honourable Sirs, Excise Office, 7 August 1833. 

We beg leave to return the following papers respecting illicit distillation in Ireland, which 
you have been pleased to refer to us : — 

1st. The diary of Mr. Robert Plunkett, inspector of Revenue Police, with the 
collector of Derry’s report thereon. 

2d. The report of Mr. Samuel Graves, inspector of Revenue Police, respecting the 
state of the parties in his inspection, and the increasing state of illicit distillation. 

3d. The report of the collector of Foxford on the state of illicit distillation in that 
collection, and the performances of the parties, Nos. 34, 35, 37 and 48. 

4th. Report of the collector of Derry on illicit distillation, and the performances of 
the parties, Nos. 4, 5, G, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 20, 21, 22, 24, 41, 49, 50, and the Culdoff 
party. 

5th. Correspondence respecting a police party being placed at Clifden (county 
lialway), or in the neighbourhood thereof. This question appears by the papers to 
have been already decided. 

From these statements, it is evident that illicit distillation has increased considerably, 
vvlncn subsequent accounts, both public and private, confirm ; and it is not now confined to 
those collections m which illicit distillation had been generally carried on, but has extended 
t0 ri rS w . e practice had not hitherto prevailed to any great extent. 

We have given the subject much consideration, and have made inquiries from many persons 
conversant \vi th the present state of illicit distillation in Ireland, and find the general opinion 
to be that the increase which took place, from time to time, in the duty on spirits, subsequent 

to 
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to its having been reduced to 2 s. per English wine gallon at proof, by the Act of 4 Geo 4 
c. 94, is the principal cause of the great increase of that evil. 

Previous to the passing of that Act the duty was charged according to the capacity of 
the Irish gallon, but without reference to the strength of the spirits (which was, however 
generally 25 per cent, over proof). The Act substituted the English wine gallon, and a 
subsequent Act the imperial gallon ; and as this variety of measures would tend to confuse 
any comparison we might make between the quantity of spirits charged with duty for home 
consumption at one period with that of another, the observations we are about to' make will 
refer to the imperial gallon only at proof, into which we have converted the quantities charged 
by other measures and at a different strength. 

The quantity of spirits charged with duty in Ireland, on the average of the last three 
years of the old law, under which the rapid system of illicit distillation was carried on, 
was 3,173,948 gallons. The duty then payable was about 5 s. 4| d. per gallon. The 
4 Geo. 4, c. 94, which reduced the duty to very nearly 2 s. 5 d. per gallon, came into operation 
on the 10 th October 1823, and the quantity charged with duty for home consumption, in the 
three first years of the new Act, are as follows : 



Appendix O. 



Year ending 10th October 1824 
„ „ 1825 

„ „ 1826 



Gallons. 

7,042,360 

7,690,337 

8,365,597 



Average of three years - 7,691,431 



being upwards of four millions and a half gallons over the average of the three former 
years. 

It appears from the above account that there was an increase in the quantity charged in 
1826 over that of 1825, and considerably over that of 1824, although an increase of 5 d. 
per gallon in the duty on spirits had taken place from the 5th January 1826, under circum- 
stances which it is not now necessary to advert to. But we find, in the first three months 
of that year, 3,603,745 gallons were charged at the low rate of duty, when, in the following 
nine months, 4,761,852 gallons only paid duty. This was considerably short of one-half 
the quantity that should have paid duty in proportion to the quantity charged in the 
first three months of that year; but it might have been expected that there would be 
a decrease in the quantity, as it is well known, long previous to the 5th January, that the 
duty would be then increased, consequently large quantities of spirits were taken out of 
warehouse to avoid it, which could not then be sold, but which in part supplied the con- 
sumption of the ensuing nine months. Notwithstanding this, the decrease during these 
last nine months appears so great, that we are led to believe, and what many respectable 
traders have assured us is the fact, that evasion of duty again commenced at this period 
in the licensed distilleries, which had entirely ceased from the time the duty had been 
reduced, and the new law had come into operation. 

The duty thus increased to 2 s. 10 d. per gallon, remained at that rate for the three 
succeeding years, and the following quantities were charged with duty for home con- 



Gnllons. 

7,722,594 
9,948,600 
9,204,705 

Average of three years - 8,958,633 



Year ending 10th October 1827 - 
„ „ 1828 - 

» „ 1829 r 



Notwithstanding the increased duty, the average of the quantity charged in the second 
three years of the new law exceeded the average of the first three years by 1,259,202 gallons, 
and the three last years of the old law by 5,784,685 gallons ; and it will be observed that 
m the year ending October 1828, above three times the quantity paid duty than were charged 
on the average of the last three years of the old law. 

The quantity which paid duty for home consumption for the last three years, are as 
follows : 

Gallon!. 

8,920,820 
8,839,986 
8,659,459 



Year ending 10th October 1830 - 
» „ 1831 - 

„ „ 1832 - 



Average of three years 



8,806,755 



An increase took place in the duty on spirits in the year 1830, 2d. per gallon on the 
16th March, and 4 d. on the 15th of June; and it will be observed that there has been a 
gradual falling off in the quantity charged during these three years, and also in 1829 ; for 
the maximum quantity charged since the commencement of the new law was, in the year 
(262. Apr.) 3 A 2 ending 
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ending the 10 th of October 1828, and of which the last year has fallen short, 1,289,141 
gallons. The duty, however, was only 2 s. 10 d. in 1828 , when, in the last year, it amounted 
to 8 s. id. per gallon ; had the duty continued at the former rate, we think it is move 
than probable so great a falling off in the quantity charged with duty would not have 
occurred. 

These accounts show the beneficial effects of a low rate of duty, combined with a 
distillery law, in every respect effectual, if faithfully enforced ; a similar result was, for a 
short time, produced by a reduction of the duty on spirits in 1810 , even under the rapid 
system of distillation. On the 5th March in that year the duty was reduced from about 
4s. 8 d. to about 2 s. 5 %d. per gallon, and it remained at that rate until May 1812, when it 
was increased to about 4 s. 10$ d., subsequently to 5 s. 10% d., and again reduced to about 
5 s. 4£ d. in 181G, at which rate it remained until the 10th of October 1823. 

In the year ending the 5th January 1811, 4,727,196 gallons were charged, although the 
low rate of duty was only in operation the last nine months of that year, and the previous 
three months’ distillation from grain was prohibited. The year ending 5th January 1812, 
6,376,691 were charged; the average of these two years (or rather one year and nine 
months), at the low rate of duty, is 5,551,943 gallons ; the average of the two previous 
years, 1809, 1810, is 2,500,000 gallons less; but as distillation from grain was prohibited, 
and su^ar used in the distilleries the greater part of that time, this comparison cannot be 
considered a fair one. Taking, however, the average of the last three years of the old law, 
ending 5th January 1823, which, compared with the average of 1811 and 1812, the latter 
exceeds by 2,377,995 gallons the average of 1821, 1822 and 1823. Thus, at the end of 
ten years, with a population greatly increased, and a consequent increased consumption, we 
find there was a decrease in the quantity charged with duty of nearly two millions and a half 
gallons, which we think cannot in any way be accounted for, but by great evasion in the 
licensed distilleries, and illicit distillation being then carried on to considerable extent, 
caused perhaps by the very high rate of duty. 

At the different periods to which the above observations refer, the license system, or 
charge by assessment, according to the capacity of the still, was in operation in Ireland ; 
and it is worthy of remark, that, in 1810 and 1811, a 500-gallon still was only liable to 
100 still charges per month; when, in 1821, 1822 and 1823, a still of the same content 
was liable to 189 charges per mouth, consequently a proportionate increase might be 
expected in the quantity charged with duty. The reverse, however, was the case; for, 
instead of any increase (although 89 per cent, had been added to the assessment), there was 
a deficiency of nearly two millions and a half gallons, as already stated. 

We have taken an account of' the seizures made of illicit stills at three periods since the 
new law came into operation ; at the first of which illicit distillation was represented by 
the official reports to prevail to a very great extent, and which the numerous seizures prove. 
They also state it to have been nearly suppressed at the second period, and at the third tc 
have greatly increased. 



Distilleries 

destroyed. 



Number of Police 
Parties employed. 



Year ending 5th January 1826 
„ „ 1830 

„ „ 1832 



2,418 - 8,558 

960 - 2,578 

729 - 1,500 



32 

38 

52 



Were an opinion to be formed of the state of illicit distillation in the year ending the 
5th January 1832, from the very few seizures made in that year as compared with 1826, 
we should say it had greatly decreased, but all accounts state the contrary to be the fact ; 
and though the accounts of last year ending 5th January 1833, which we have just seen, 
show 974 stills to have been seized, and 2,299 distilleries destroyed, those comparatively 
few detections have been made by a greatly increased police force, which, in the year 
ending 5th January last, consisted of 57 parties, 25 more than were employed in the year 
ending the 5th January 1826. It would therefore appear the attempt to check illicit 
distillation by physical force alone, even when the duty on spirits was low, has completely 
failed; and we are of opinion that, if it could have beeu effected by the Reveuue Police 
under their present regulations, they must have succeeded in the couuty of Donegal from 
their numbers, as there are 20 parties placed in that county, and those in the most judicious 
situations that could be selected for the suppression of smuggling, independent of the party 
stationed in the city of Derry, whose exertions are almost exclusively directed to Donegal. 
Notwithstanding this ample force, and the advantageous stations which the different parties 
occupy, illicit distillation has greatly increased in that county. Some change, therefore, 
appears to be essentially necessary in the regulations under which the still-hunting duty is 
now carried on in Ireland ; for it is quite useless to be daily augmenting the police establish- 
ment, now increased 1o 64 lieutenants and 850 serjeants and men, when no beneficial result 
is likely to be produced thereby. 

The R evenue Police were originally raised on the recommendation of one of us (Mr. Logie), 
and in liis report of the 14th of October 1824, the necessity for forming that force will be 
found fully detailed. 

On the introduction of the English system of survey into Ireland in 1824, the officers 
employed in the illicit distillery districts, who had little to do but still-hunt, were removed 
to divisions or rides, or the business of their own so much increased as to entirely engage 
their time; and the suppression of illicit distillation which had to that time been conducted 
by two Excise officers generally, or by one Excise officer and an assistant, who were always 

attached 
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attached to each party, was then placed in the hands of the Revenue Police, who, instead 
of being the assistants and protectors of the Excise officers on this arduous duty (the 
purpose for which they had been originally employed), had all responsibility transferred to 
them, and the lieutenants, in addition to their own, have since then the duty of the Excise 
officers also to perform. 

Either would, in our humble opinion, be sufficient for any one person, no matter what 
his qualifications might be ; and where an armed body of men are engaged in a service 
where they have often access to spirits without restraint, and liable to be attacked by the 
smugglers whenever a favourable opportunity opens for one, it would, we think, afford 
ample business for the lieutenant and serjeant of each party to attend solely to the conduct 
and discipline of the men, who besides require to be closely watched, lest when searching 
they discover illicit matters concealed, and receive money from the smugglers for not 
disclosing to their officers such having been found by them. This was formerly a common 
practice of both police and soldiers, and very difficult to guard against. 

Several of the lieutenants of police are active men, no doubt, and have had much 
experience in the suppression of illicit distillation ; others have been recently appointed who 
had no previous knowledge thereof,, and who, perhaps, had never until then seen an illicit 
still or a private distillery. Since this duty has been entirely entrusted to them, their 
numbers have been more than doubled ; and, although their exertions must have produced 
some effect, and harassed the smugglers, still the complaints of the great increase of illicit 
distillation are so numerous, and from such various quarters, that there can be no doubt of 
the fact. It is, therefore, for the Board’s consideration whether it would be prudent, after 
the present system has had a nine years’ trial, to pursue it further, or resort to the employ- 
ment of the police as auxiliaries to one or two Excise officers, to be attached to each party 
as was formerly the practice. 

We might be asked, if a second officer be required, why not appoint a sub-lieutenant to 
each party, as it might be supposed that any person of active habits would be equally well- 
qualified as an Excise officer to perform this duty ? No doubt, if both are inexperienced, such 
would be the case ; but many of the regular Excise officers have experience ; besides, they 
could resume their own duty either when they found the fatigue and labour of still-hunting 
likely to impair their health (for we would not recommend any officer being selected for it 
against his consent), or when it had been finally suppressed ; but a lieutenant of police has 
no such resource, — loss of health or the suppression of smuggling would deprive him of 
employment and pay. We do not make these observations in an invidious sense, though ic 
is but reasonable to suppose a man, who knows that if by great exertion he injures his health, 
or dries up one source of employment, and has another to resort to of less risk and labour, 
which will afford him a reasonable emolument, that he will be more zealous in a service than 
another whose exertions, though producing the same effect, would be attended with the very 
opposite result. 

If, under these circumstances, the Board consider it necessary that a regular Excise officer 
should be appointed to each police party, we would suggest that he should accompany them 
on ali occasions, and have no other duty whatever to perforin. Those who were formerly 
employed on this duty in Ireland, if their health permit, and that they had no objection, 
should, we think, be preferred ; for a knowledge of the couutry and of the habits of the 
smugglers are essential requisites. Others might be selected from the officers who were 
similarly employed in Scotland; they should, however, be young and active men, otherwise 
they would be unfit for such duty. 

It is not to be expected that a duty of this nature can be performed with effect unless 
the officers, whether regular or police, have ample means in their hands to pay informers 
and to defray their contingent expenses, for which their salary or pay is quite inadequate; 
or that they will be zealous in its execution unless they are certain of remuneration for the 
risk and labour with which it is attended. The rewards granted by your general order of 
the 6th March 1827, although on a moderate scale, were sufficient in our opinion for these 
purposes; and we think the suspending the payments of these rewards since the 5th July 
1830, has been attended with bad consequences; and this alteration was made at the very 
time the. greatest exertions were required to keep illicit distillation in che^k, as an additional 
duty of 6d. per gallon on spirits had then taken place. The next measure we would there- 
fore recommend is the resuming the payment of the rewards for still-services, according to 
the scale granted by your order of the 6th March 1827 ; and the reward for the seizure of 
illicit-distilled spirits, granted by your order of the 11 th February last, to be of course 
continued. 

Should the Board approve of these suggestions, the Excise officer might, in our opinion, 
be- the person responsible for the constant and judicious employment of the party to which 
he is attached, and correspond with your Honourable Board when necessary, and with the 
proper supervisor respecting seizures. The lieutenant to correspond with the inspector on 
all matteis relative to the conduct and discipline of his party; and, should the Hoard be 
pleased to direct that the rewards should be again paid, we would suggest that they should 
be divided in the following manner, first deducting the expenses incurred for information, 
and the carriage of malt-stills, spirits, &c. to the seizure stores : — 

Excise officer, one-half. 

Lieutenant of police, one-fourth. 

Serjeant and men, one-fourth. 

The Serjeant to receive four shares. 

(262. App.) 3*3 We 
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Appendix 0. We beg leave here to observe, that previous to the introduction of the present system, ia 

' 1824, neither the lieutenant of police or party received any part of the rewards then granted 

for still-hunting services, the whole being paid to the Excise officers. The distribution above 
suggested we think a more equitable one, and likely to stimulate all to exertion, at the same 
time giving the Excise officer, as the principal, a higher share, that he may have the means 
of procuring general information (often of great value), which those who know the service, 
and are liberal, will receive when particular information cannot be obtained. 

Some steps should be taken to provide for the additional expense which the proposed 
measure would, if adopted, create ; and also for the present expenditure, which, instead of 
being paid out of the public revenue, should, in our opinion, be levied on the county, barony 
or district, where, from the prevalence of illicit distillation, it became unavoidable to employ 
additional Excise officers and a Revenue Police to suppress it. A precedent for such a 
measure will be found in the Act of the 59 Geo. 3, c. 98, which authorized the Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland, for the prevention and suppression of illicit distillation, to appoint a chief 
magistrate, whose salary was not to exceed 500 l. per annum, with a suitable house, furniture, 
See. li. and out-houses, &c. ; a chief constable at 150^. per annum, and not “ more than 60 sub- 
constables at 50 1. per annum each for any one barony, half-barony, or for any county of a 
city or county of a town, or for any district of less extent.” The Act also authorized the 
money to be advanced out of the Consolidated Fund for defraying the salaries, and all other 
costs and charges arising from such appointments, and for providing horses, saddles, See., as 
occasion may require. 

The Act, however, allowed the Government to claim one-half only of the expense thus 
incurred, which the grand jury of the county were authorized to present, and to be raised 
off the barony, half-baronv or other district for which such establishment of police had 
been appointed ; and to ensure the prompt payment thereof, the judge was precluded from 
fiating any other presentment at the assizes until the moiety of the expense claimed had 
been first presented. 

The laws for imposing fines on town-lands, for illicit distillation then in force, were, by the 
above-mentioned Act, continued until the last day of the summer assizes in the following 
year (1820), and they were then to cease and determine. And it further provided that, where 
a police magistrate was appointed for the purposes of the Act, no fine should be imposed for 
illicit distillation on any town-land situate within any county, city, barony or other district 
for which such magistrate had been appointed. 

The fines on the town-lands for illicit distillation ceased at the time fixed by the Act, but 
the other provisions for appointing a magistrate of police, chief and sub-constables, and for 
levying a moiety of the expeuse incurred thereby, were never put in force, although they 
were proposed as a substitute for these fines. 

It is unnecessary to occupy the time of the Board in detailing the beneficial effects that 
measure produced in the suppression of illegal distillation in Ireland (even when the duty 
on spirits was about 5 s. 4J d. per gallon), although every difficulty was thrown in the way 
of those who had to carry that law into effect, by the land-holders and gentry. But, not- 
withstanding the efficiency of the town-land fines, any attempt to revive them would, we 
apprehend, meet with irresistible opposition; and we therefore think they cannot again be 
resorted to ; nt the same time we fear that nothing short of that measure will ever effectually 
suppress illicit distillation in Ireland. As however that part of the 59 Geo. 3, which autho- 
rized the employing a magistrate and constables to prevent illicit distillation, and for levying 
a moiety of the expense incurred thereby on the guilty district, originated with, or was 
agreed to by those persons who were opposed to the town-land fines ; and, as a substitute for 
them, as already stated, they could not now reasonably object to a revival of this part of the 
Act. The power, however, of appointing inspectors, officers and police, instead of magistrates 
and constables, or of confirming those already appointed in their present offices, should be 
vested in your honourable Board, and the entire, instead of a moiety, of the expense of 
paying, clothing, lodging, Sec., and rewarding them, levied off the district in which, from the 
prevalence of illicit distillation therein, it became necessary to employ them. The precedent 
being in part established by the Act, the detail of the measure could be easily arranged if 
approved by the Government. 

We have the honour to be your very obedient, faithful sevvants, 

(signed) ^“^““'j-Sufreying GenemI Examiners. 

Since writing the above we have seen the report of Mr. Plunkett, inspector of police, 
dated the 25th of December last, with your honourable Board’s representation to the Lords 
of the Treasury thereon, 'file measures suggested by Mr. Plunkett would no doubt prove 
salutary ; but we fear the very name of a fine on the town-land, no matter in what form it is 
proposed, would rouse all the parties that were formerly hostile to that measure to oppose it. 
If, however, the measure can be carried, it will, we think, be effectual. 

With respect to the expeuse of the Revenue Police, we beg leave to state that vve would 
prefer its being sought for by a direct enactment, rather than wait the probability of their 
being united with the peace-preservation force, and thus seeking a moiety of the expense in 
an indirect way ; however, the sanction of Parliament would, we presume, be necessary for 
e’ ther measure. 

(Submitted by) Daniel Logie , n , ^ 

JamssStik,, ’JSumymg General Examiners. 

19 August 1833. 
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My Lord, Belfast, 29 July 1853. Appendix P. 

I have been instructed by the President of the Chamber to inclose you a list, showing — 
the Comparative Prices of Barley and Oats at four different periods, of each year, from 1840 
till 1853. There js not a Table showing the average price of the year. You will please 
observe, that the prices are quoted per cwt. of 112 lbs. : the grain in the market is sold 
per cwt. 

I am, &c. 

Right hon. Lord Monteagle, (signed) Samuel Yance, 

&c. &c. London. Sec*. 



Comparative Prices of Barley and Oats at four different Periods of each Year, from 1840 till 1853. 



YEAR. 


1 January. 


1 April. 


1 July. 


1 October. 


1 January. 


1 April. 


1 July. 


1 October, 




s.d. 


s.d. 


s.d. 


s.d. 


s.d. 


s.d. 


s.d. 


*.«. 


s.d. 


s.d. 


j. d. 


s.d. 


(.<7. 


s.d. 


i. rf. 




1840 


8/6 


11/3 


61- 


- 9/6 


61- 


- 9 1- 


®/“ 


7/5 


V- 


8/10 


7/6 


- 9/6 


9/- 


10/- 


5/9 - 


7/4 


1841 


61- 


7/6 


6/9 


- 7/9 


7/9 


- 8/6 


7/- 


8/6 


61- 


7/2 


6/6 


- 7/6 


6/4 


7/- 


5/- 


7/2 


1842 


7/6 


9/ 


7/9 


- 9/~ 


7/9 


- 9/- 


5/6 


6/6 


4/6 


7/3 


6/- 


- 7/6 


7/- 


8/- 


4/4 


5/6 


1843 


4/3 


5/6 


6 1- 


- 6/6 


7/9 


- 9/11 


5/3 


6/6 


4/6 


5/5 


4/6 


- 5/5 


5/7 


6/- 


4/4 


5/4 


1844 


6/6 


7/4 


7/6 


- 8/- 


61- 


- 8/6 


6/- 


7/~ 


5/- 


5/11 


6/- 


- 6/6 


6/6 


7/- 


4/6 


5/8 


1845 


6/- 


7/6 


6/6 


■ 7/6 


6/6 


- 61- 


6/- 


7/6 


6/- 


6/11 


6/- 


- 6/10 


6/8 


7/“ 


6/6 


7/0 


1846 


7/6 


8/9 


7/- 


- 8/- 


61- 


- 8/6 


7/6 


8/6 


8/9 


9/3 


7/8 


- 8/9 


8/- 


9/- 


8/4 


9/6 


1847 


10/6 


12/- 


12/- 


- 14/- 


III- 


- 12/- 


7/- 


7/6 


11/- 


12/2 


11/- 


- 13/6 


10/6 


11/9 


6/3 


7/3 


1848 


6/6 


7/6 


6/- 


- 7/- 


7/6 


- 61- 


6/6 


8/- 


6/6 


7/2 


6/- 


- 6/9 


6/3 


7/- 


6/- 


7 P 


ie49 


5/- 


7/3 


61- 


- 6/6 


6/9 


- 7/6 


4/4 


5/6 


5/3- 


0/3 


5/6 


- 6/6 


6/8 


7/8 


4/9 - 


6 1- 


1850 


4/4 


5/6 


5/- 


- 5/8 


6/6 


- 0/- 


4/6 


5/6 


4/4 


5/3 


5/6 


- 6/- 


6/3 


7/- 


4/- 


5/6 


1851 


4/6 


5/9 


5/- 


- 5/8 


61- 


- V- 


5f- 


6/r 


4/6. 


5/10 


5/4 


- 6/- 


6/6 


7/6 


4/10 


6/2 


1852 


5/- 


6/6 


61- 


- 6/6 


6/6 


- 7/- 


5/- 


6/6 


4/10 


6/6 


6/3 


- 7/- 


6/3 


7/- 


4/10 


5/10 



The above prices have been extracted from W. D. Henderson’s Weekly Circular ; prices quoted 
per cwt. of 112 lbs. 

Chamber of Commerce, Belfast,! 

29 July 1853. J 



Samuel Vance, 

See*. 
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■Appendix Q. 



My Lord, Londonderry, 1 August 1853. 

I have the honour to enclose the accompanying List of Prices of Oats, 8tc., pursuant to 
the requirements of your note, and 

Have the honour to be, &c. 

Lord Monteagle, (signed) George Foster, 

House of Lords. Mayor. 



RETURN of the Annual Average Prices of Oats and Barley at Londonderry, 
from 1840 to 1852 inclusive. 



GRAIN, per Cwt. 



TEAR. 


OATS. 


BARLEY. 




s. d. 


s. d. 


1840 


9 6 


9 6 


1841 - 


6 8 


8 - 


1842 - 


7 7 


8 3 


1843 


6 - 


6 9 


1844 - 


6 9 


8 1 


1845 ... 


6 6 


7 2 


1846 - 


8 2 


8 3 


1847 - 


11 1 


9 G 


1848 


6 10 


7 9 


1840 - 


7 - 


G 10 


1850 


6 10 


5 9 


1851 


7 


0 G 


1852 


6 10 


G 9 



30 July 1853. 



Jas. Cairns. 
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My Lord, Galway, 3 August 1853. 

Under the impression that it might be useful to supply the information your Lordship 
requires regarding the Average Prices of Oats and Barley here, if not as authoritatively as 
would be desirable, at least in the best way we can, I hereby forward a List of Prices, which 
our principal merchant, Mr. P. M. Lynch, has kindly supplied from his own books. We 
trust it may serve the no doubt useful purpose your Lordship has in hand. 

I have, &.c. 

The Eight Hon. Lord Monteagle, (signed) Richard Doherty. 

&c. &c. 



GALWAY MARKET NOTE. 



Prices of Barley, from January 1840 till 



1840 - 


s. 

- 14 


d. 

6 


per Barrel. 


1843 - 


- 10 


9 


ditto. 


1844 - 


- 14 


- 


ditto. 


1845 - 


- 16 


6 


ditto. 


1846 - 


- 16 


- 


ditto. 


1847 - 


- 10 


6 


ditto. 


1848 - 


- 14 


- 


ditto. 


1849 - 


- 10 


- 


ditto. 


1850 - 


- 12 


- 


ditto. 


1851 - 


- 12 


6 


ditto. 


1852 - 


- 13 


- 


ditto. 
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Price of Oats. 



d. 



1840 


- - - 0 


per Stone. 


1841 


- - - 8J 


ditto. 


1842 


- - - 64 


ditto. 


1843 


- - - 5| 


ditto. 


1844 


- - - n 


ditto. 


1845 


- - - 9 


ditto. 


1846 


- - - 104 


ditto. 


1847 


- - - 7J 


-ditto. 


1848 


- - - 7 


ditto. 


1849 


- - - 6 


ditto. 


1850 


- - - 64 


ditto. 


1851 


- - - 75 


ditto. 


. 1852 


- - - 8 


ditto. 
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My Lord, Sligo, 4 August 1853. 

Your Lordship’s letter of 27th July, addressed lo the President, Chamber of Commerce 
Sligo, requesting a return of the Average Annual Prices of Oats and Barley in the Sligo 
market was handed to me, there being no such body as the Chamber of Commerce in 
Sligo. 

I now beg to inclose the return required, and should have done so sooner, only there being 
no record kept of the prices in the Sligo market, I was obliged to procure the information 
required from the merchants. 

I have, &c. 

Lord Monteagle, (signed) Thomas R. Wilson, 

Westminster, London. Honorary Secretary to the Sligo 

Commercial News Room. 



A RETU RN of the Average Annual Price 
of Oats in the Sligo Market, from 1840 
to 1852 inclusive. 

Per Sack of 24 Stone. 

s. d. 



1840, average Price per Sack 

1841 - - ditto 

1842 - - ditto 

1843 - - ditto 

1844 - - ditto 

1845 - - ditto 

1846 - - ditto 

1847 - - ditto 

1848 - - ditto 

1$49 - - ditto 

1850 - - ditto 

1851 - - ditto 

1852 - - ditto 



20 0 

18 3 
15 6 

14 - 

15 9 

19 6 
26 - 
27 - 
17 - 
17 - 
14 0 

14 - 

15 - 



A RETURN of the Average Annual Price 
of Barley in the Sligo Market, from 
1840 to 1852 inclusive. 



Per Stone. 

s. d. 



1840, 


average Price per Stone 


- 


- 


8 


1841 




- 


ditto 


- 


- 


- 


10 


1842 


- 


- 


ditto 


- 


- 


- 


7 


1843 


- 


- 


ditto 


- 


- 


- 


8 


1844 


- 


- 


ditto 


- 


- 


- 


8J 


1845 


- 


- 


ditto 


- 


- 


- 


10* 


1846 


- 


- 


ditto 


- 


- 


1 


4 


1847 


- 


- 


ditto 


- 


- 


- 


8* 


1848 


- 


- 


ditto 


- 


- 


- 


9 


1849 


- 


- 


ditto 


- 


- 


- 


n 


1850 


- 


- 


ditto 


- 


- 


- 


8* 


1851 


- 


- 


ditto 


- 


- 


- 


81 


1852 


- 


- 


ditto 


- 


- 


- 


91 



Oats are bought by the sack, containing 
24 stone, in the Sligo market. 



Barley is bought by the stone in Sligo 
market. 
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Chamber of Commerce, Dublin, 

My Lord, 16 August J 853 . 

Herewith I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship an account of the Average 
Prices of Oats and Barley in this market for the 12 years ending 30 th July 1852, and the 
Tables on which these results are arrived at, namely, the Prices and the Average Prices of 
these articles on each of the two market-days per week during that period. 

Your Lordship will perceive that I have commenced the year on the 1st August, and 
closed it on the 31st July: I have done this because that period most accurately represents 
the corn season. r 

Your Lordship may rely on the correctness of these returns ; and I shall be most happy 
to supply any further information which you may desire. 

I have, See. 

Right Hon. the Lord Monteagle, (signed) Francis Codd 

&c - &c - &c - Hon. Sec. 



Average Prices of Oats at the Dublin 
Market for Twelve Years ending 30th 
July 1852. 

Per Barrel of 14 Stone and 2 lbs. 

s. d. 



Average Prices of Barley at the 
Dublin Market for Twelve Years 
ending 30th July 1852. 

Per Barrel of 16 Stone and 2 lbs. 

s. d. 



Year ending 30th July 1841 


- 


12 


4 


Year ending 30th July 1841 


- 14 


11 


Ditto 


- 29th , 


, 1842 


- 


12 


1 


Ditto 


- 29th „ 


1842 


- 16 


2 


Ditto 


- 28 th 


, 1843 


- 


9 


11 


Ditto 


- 28th „ 


1843 


- 12 


7 


Ditto 


- 30th , 


, 1844 


- 


9 


9 


Ditto 


- 30th „ 


1844 


- 15 


4 


Ditto 


- 29th , 


, 1845 


- 


11 


2 


Ditto 


- 29th „ 


1845 


- 15 


8 


Ditto 


- 30th , 


, 1846 


- 


13 


9 


Ditto 


- 31st „ 


1846 


- 15 


- 


Ditto 


- 30th , 


, 1847 


- 


19 


3 


Ditto 


- 30th „ 


1847 


- 24 


3 


Ditto 


- 28th , 


, 1848 


- 


12 


1 


Ditto 


- 28th „ 


1848 


- 15 


4 


Ditto 


- 31st , 


, 1849 


- 


•it 


7 


Ditto 


- 31st „ 


1849 


- 15 


_ 


Ditto 


- 30th , 


, 1850 


- 


10 


4 


Ditto 


- 30th „ 


1850 


- 11 


7 


Ditto 


- 29th , 


, 1851 


- 


10 


1 


Ditto 


- 29th „ 


1851 


- 12 


6 


Ditto 


- 30th , 


, 1852 


- 


11 


4 


Ditto 


- 30th „ 


1852 


- 13 


3 
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Appendix U. MEMORIALS against the Employment of the Constabulary Police in the 
Suppression of the illicit Traffic in Spirits in Ireland. 



We, the Hteh Sheriff and Grand Jurors of the county of Donegal, assembled at Summer 
Assizes 1853, feel it to be our duty to protest, in the strongest manner, against the con- 
templated employment of the constabulary police in the suppression of the illicit traffic in 
spirits. 

We are confident that the employment of this force in that demoralizing service, in con- 
junction with the revenue police, whose discipline is so inferior to the constabulary, would be 
certain to materially impair the efficiency of this excellent force, whose admirable discipline 
is mainly attributable to their being strictly confined to their own duties. The preservation 
of the peace, without being mixed up in the discharge of those of an unpopular and irregular 
character, and subjected to conflicting and uncertain authority ; and we are certain that the 
bringing of it into hostile collision with the people, will shake that well-grounded confidence 
and respect with which it is regarded by all classes of the community in the maintenance of 
the public peace, and the suppression of outrage. 

It is also certain that their employment in revenue duty must render it impossible for 
them properly to discharge their own, the constabulary force for this county having already 
proved so inadequate as to render it necessary, for many years, to employ (at the cost of the 
county) 50 men above the statutable number allowed to it, and which has recently been 
increased by several augmentations in the proclaimed portions of the county, and involving 
a local taxation of above 2,000 /. per annum, our present force being 352, and our statutable 
number only 176. 

We feel convinced of the soundness of those opinions, from our own experience as magis- 
trates, of the relative discipline and conduct of the two forces ; and are further confirmed in 
them by the extreme care with which each successive Government, from the original consti- 
tution of the force up to this moment, has studiously guarded against the employment of the 
constabulary in matters connected with revenue, rent, game laws, tithes, or other fiscal 
matters, except on sworn information, and then only for the preservation of the peace for 
the moment. r 

We would, therefore, respectfully urge those views upon the attention of the Committee 
of the House of Lords, to whom this matter has been submitted for investigation, in full- 
confidence that their Lordships will not lightly recommend any innovation in the manage- 
ment and employment of a force which has been ever the admiration of all, and has pro- 
tected Ireland in periods of great difficulty from anarchy and confusion. 

Alex. J. R. Stewart, High Sheriff, 

County Donegal. 

J. Stewart; Bart., Vice Lieutenant, 

Foreman, G. I. 

Thos. Brooke, J. P. D; L. 

Robt. Bateson, Bart., J. P. 

John Harvey, J.L. & J. P. 

Jas. S. Dougherty, J. P. 

James Hamilton, J. P. 

Alex. Hamilton, J. P. 

George A. Hill. 

Wy , J. P. & D. L. 

J. Johnston, J. P. 



George. Knox. 

J. E. Wood, J. P. 

G. V. Wilson, J. P. 

John Beers, J. P. 

D. W. S. Russell. 

Thomas Battys, J. P. 

J ohn V andeleu r Stewart, J. P. & D. L. 
Benj. G. Humprey, J. P. 

Wm. Young, J. P. 

W. D. Humphreys, J. P. 

Geo. Gentway, J. P. 

H. Bourn, J. P. 

H. Sinclair, J. P. 



To his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 

M Sheriff, Foreman and Grand Jury of the city and county of Londonderry, 
assembled at Summer Ass.zes 1853, beg to approach your Excellency with an expression of 
T,r.W.- at tbe ,P ros P““ ,e employment of the constabulary force In the repression 
) 8ma S!f l [ ates > we have formed our opinion that the high character 
r tb ?‘ e ® c ' e 1 " t force will be prejudicially affected by tile introduction of duties hitherto 
°/ P ubhc service ; and we feel bound to recommend the 
avoidance, the employment of the constabulary force, of everything having a demoralizing 
or unpopu ar tendency. This appeal, which we have considered necessary to present to 
m f atl !"! ,on ' has been . atrammously adopted, on a grave consideration given 

taken nndi, vn f p ndc S “P™ °» r un ! ted experience, in the hope, that such measures will be 
^crimw 111 enCy * d,reCt !°”j "? wU1 afford the ba8 ‘ security for public order and 
tranquillity and will preserve unimpaired the confidence of the public in that effective force, 

Tt large ” “ W rende,ed SUch b «“® cial service, to the communit; 

f, *i t -r, T J ! For Self and Fellows, 

Grand Jury Joo^Londonderry, (signed) Thomas Bateson, 

^ * Foreman. 
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EXTRACT from General Orders for the Guidance of the Troops in affording Aid to 
the Civil Power, and to the Revenue Department in Ireland. 

By Order of the Right Honourable 
Lieut. -General Sir Edward Blakeney, K.C.B., 
Commanding the Forces. 

Taos. E. Napier, Dep. Adjt.-General. 

Adjt.-GeneraPs Department, Dublin, 

1 March 1845. 



AID TO THE REVENUE. 

1. Officers in command of Regiments and Out Quarters are to afford the most prompt 
aid to the Revenue, whenever they may be called upon by any officer of that department, 
duly authorised under a legal Writ of Assistance. 

2. The Revenue officer must be required on such occasions to produce his Writ of 
Assistance, and to give the best information in his power as to the distance the troops will 
be called upon to march, as well as to the time it is likely they will be absent from their 
quarters, which, unless in cases of unavoidable emergency, ought not to exceed a period of 
twenty-four hours. It is essential, however, that every information regarding the destination 
of the parties should be guarded by the military with strict secrecy; and if it shall be found 
necessary by the Revenue officer to detain the troops longer, or to march them farther than 
was originally announced to be his intention, the officer must comply; reporting, however, 
any circumstances of this nature to Head Quarters, through the regular channel, in order 
that inquiry may be instituted into the cause of any extraordinary detention. 

3. Upon no account whatever is any party to proceed upon Revenue duty, unless under 
the command of a commissioned officer, and all such parties must be of sufficient strength 
to preclude the risk of their numbers proving inadequate to the performance of the duties in 
which they may be called upon to assist; the -commanding officers at the stations where the 
parties are furnished, will regulate their extent, after communicating with the officer of the 
Revenue calling for the aid of the military. 

4. As requisitions are occasionally made by Revenue officers for military parties to escort 
whisky from one place to another, a communication has been made by Government to the 
Commissioners of Excise, expressing the Lord Lieutenant’s opinion, that the troops should 
be spared on such occasions as much as possible, and that instructions should be given to 
the Revenue officers to call for their aid only in cases of emergency. 

5. Instances having occurred in which the military have been called upon to confine and 
take charge of prisoners accused of crimes against the Revenue, the law Counsel of Govern- 
ment have given their opinion that the military should not be employed in duties of this 
nature, the proper place for the committal of a prisoner being the county gaol, and not 
a military barrack. 

6. The troops must, in case of resistance, be careful on no account to resort to the use of 
their arms, unless they shall receive positive and explicit orders to that effect from the Re- 
venue officer attending the party ; and they are never, whilst employed on duties of this 
nature, to quit their arms to assist in destroying the materials that may be seized. 

7. Officers in command of parties will be held responsible that their men shall not be 
divided or dispersed under any pretence whatever, even if the Revenue officer should require 
such dispersion ; but this order is not to lie understood as prohibiting officers from affording 
the most effectual assistance in accomplishing the object in view, provided the men are 
in no instance suffered to be sent beyond call of each other, or to be placed in situations 
where, in case of emergency, the whole party would be prevented from immediately acting 
together. 

8. As any officer of the Revenue who shall unnecessarily harass the troops is liable to 
severe penalties, it is the Lieutenant-general’s desire, that if any such circumstance shall 
take place, a report of the case shall he made, through the regular channel, to him, in order 
to its being laid before Government; Bnd, in the event of the Revenue officer absenting 
himself from the party, the officer commanding it is immediately to march back his men to 
quarters, reporting the circumstance in like manner for the Lieutenant-general's information. 

9. Upon the return to quarters of any party which may have assisted in making seizures, 
"the officer commanding it is to procure from the Revenue efficer by whom the party was 

(262. A PP.) 3b 3 attended, 
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Appendix V. attended, a certificate of the extent of the duty performed ; and a Return, according to th 

annexed Form * signed by the officer commanding the regiment furnishing the party 

be transmitted to the Honourable Commissioners of Excise, London, on or before the l oti, 
of the month following that in which such services shall have been executed. 

10. In addition to the most exemplary punishment which any instance of irre<nilaritv nr 

neglect on the part of the troops will inevitably bring upon the offenders steos will hi 
taken, m any such case, for withholding the payment of the rewards usually granted to th* 
military, in remuneration of the tear and wear of their appointments, &c., whilst entrap 
Revenue services. ® m 

11 . Ad extract is hereunto annexedf of such part of the Instructions issued bv the 

■msstoners of Excise to the officers of their deportment, as are in any way connected wirti 
the duties of the military. J nu 

l. 2 ' All Reports to Head Quarters, under these Regulations, are to be addressed to th* 
Military Secretary, Royal Hospital, Dublin. ’ t le 

13. It haying been deemed highly important that the troops, when acting with officers 
of Revenue in support of the Excise, should be fully aware under what circumstances alone 
they are justified in law to have recourse to the use of their arms, to prevent the esca, e of 
prisoners committed to their custody by officers of the Revenue, the subject was submitted 
by order of Government to the Attorney-general, whose opinion thereupon is subjoined for 
the information and guidance of all officers and non-commissioned officers commanding 
detached parties from the Head Quarters of their respective corps. g 

Opinion. 

“ Dndel ; the , 48th of , lhe c - 8 V.- 17 ’ Rerenue ofB “ ra *» empowered to arrest 
persons found m any place where an illicit still shall be found, which would subject The 
townlandwhere found to a fine, and to bring such persons before a Justice of the J fw“ 
consequently, the military acting under their orders, and in tlieir aid, will be justifiable 
“ ‘ ! s necessag detention of such persons for the purpose of bringing them before a 
Justice of the Peace ; but neither the Revenue officer nor the military actinu under him 
can be justifiable m firing on such persons who may fly or attempt to escape. Bi, f 
being in actual custody, they should attempt by force to rescue themselves, the officer 
and Ins assistants may oppose force to force, but cauuotjnstify firing on the party filing ” 



10th April 1818 



(signed) Wili.iam Sachin. 



# Form in General Orders of the 1st March 1845. 



Return of Revenue Services performed by the Regiment, in the Month ending 
the day of 18 . 



Strength of the Party. 


Date 

of Service. 


No. of Hours employed. 


Amount 

of 

Subsistence 

received. 


| Service performed. 


oi *2 

«' a a 

B -,a 

:|.|3 

ill? 


Names of the Revenue 
Officers by whom the 
Parties were called for, 
and attended. 


1 

H 

J 




<£ 
1 : 
s 


Stills. , 


Heads. 1 


j Worms. 




3 

o 


3 

S 

a 


3 

.8 


1 

«s 


| Drummers. 


i 

& 


8 

£ 

X 


Month. 


Day. 


Copper. 




Copper. I 


s 


f 


s 


II 

O Wi 


Barrels of 
Malt. j 























£. «. d. 
















• 









.nf A Jed ” ’oltTbdbt L b ?on,“?r Sf ““ fr T "S, lust day of caoh month inclusive, 



+ Extract of Instructions issued by the Commissioners of Excise to certain 
Umcera of the Revenue, in General Orders of the 1 st March 1845 . 

StWMamh ',«? hf/f X ‘° b « i ? VC f hat in some inBla "“S their former Order of the 
with an «new the same, 

« The 
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“ The Board having by several Orders, but in particular those of the 21st April 4th of 
“ September and the 19th of November 1784, directed that their officers should be 
“ extremely careful that their informations be well founded, and that they have a fair 
“ probability of success before they require the aid of the army, nor call for such assistance 
“ unless there should be a real necessity for it,” and that they are actually in possession of a 
Writ of Assistance, which they are in the first instance, and without hesitation, to produce 
to the military officer at the time of such application ; “ that they should not on any 
“ account undertake marches with infantry beyond what their strength will bear, and 
“ examine attentively all informations, and see that they be reasonably founded before they 
“ trust their writs to an inferior officer; that they should be very careful of their conduct 
“ ' vlien employing the army, and not quit them until the whole of the expedition should 
“ be completed ; and the Board finding, notwithstanding such injunctions, that frequent 
“ instances have since happened where the officers have not conducted themselves according to 

the said Instructions in the execution of this business, from which much inconvenience has 
“ ensued, owing in great measure to Surveyors and other principal officers, instead of acting 
“ themselves, as was the intention of the law, delegated their writs to inferior officers, who 
" have neither discretion nor conduct fit for such important services ; 

“ The Board desire you will again peruse and communicate said Orders to all the officers 
“ of your district, for the government of their conduct, and acquaint them, that the Board 
“ will not in any instance overlook any misconduct in a business of so serious and important 
" a nature as employing the Army under the Writ of Assistance; that those officers who 
“ are legally vested with the power of using such writs are, upon all well-grounded inform- 
“ ations, where the aid of the military becomes essentially necessary, to call upon such 
“ assistance themselves in person, and not delegate their writs to inferior officers but when 
“ they are absolutely unable to attend themselves; and, also, where the informations 
“ appear well founded, and that there can be a proper dependence placed upon the discretion 
“ of the officer to whom the writ is delegated, the Board considering the person delegating 
“ as responsible for the conduct and consequence of the measure, as well as for the credibility 
“ of the information. 



Appendix V. 



“ The Board cannot admit of any excuse for an officer deserting the party until the whole 
“ of the service be completed ; and they direct that you give a copy of this Letter to each 
“ and every officer in your district, and at the same time assure them that their departing 
“ from these or their former instructions will be attended with the strong displeasure of the 
“ Board. 



“ The Writ of Assistance is never to be made use of by any officer under the degree of 
“ a Surveyor, unless such officer shall have a written order, signed by an officer at least of 
u the degree of a Surveyor. 

“ When you deliver the writ with an order for using it to any inferior officer, care must 
“ be taken to note the same on the back of the writ, or to have the same noted thereon by 
“ some person not likely to be concerned in any transaction that may possibly happen in 
“ consequence thereof, so that there may be proof on any necessary occasion of the delivery 
“ of the writ, because, if opposition should be made to the Revenue officer in the execution 
“ of his duty, and a life be lost in consequence thereof, the person or persons who may be 
“ indicted cannot be examined, and therefore proof may be necessary of the delivery of 
“ the writ, or that it was in possession of the officer before the transaction, and the 
“ demand made by the Revenue officer under the authority of the writ, for the aid of the 
“ Army, is also to be witnessed in such manner.” 
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ANALYSIS OF INDEX. 



Alphabetical and Classified LIST of the Principal Headings in the following INDEX, with the Paging at 
which they will respectively be found. 



PAGE 

Acts of Parliament 

Constabulary ------- 7 

Revenue Police ------- 29 

Adulteration of Spirits ------ 1 

Gin - - - 15 

Whiskey - 37 

Agricultural Statistics ------ 1 

Amalgamation of Forces I 

Coast Guard ------- 6 

Constabulary - -- -- -- 7 

Revenue Police ag 

Bad Harvests --------1 

Illicit Distillation - - - - - -17 

Barley 2 

Malt - -- -----23 

Barracks - -- -- -- -a 

Revenue Police ------ a g 

Breaking open Doors ------ 4 

Searching Houses ------ 31 

SfrVZ Hunting -------33 

Bribes ---------5 

Bushmill’s Whiskey ------ 5 

Spirits - -- -- -- -33 

Whiskey --------37 

Certificates - -- -- -- -6 

Patrol Duty - -- -- --26 

SKK Hunting ------- 33 

Coast Guard --------6 

Combination of Forces ----- 6 

Suppression of Illicit Distillation - - - 34- 

Collusion ----- C 

P/zcif Distillation - - - - - 17 

Smuggling - - - - 32 

Combination of Forces ------ 6 

Coarf Guard -------6 

Constabulary - -- -- -- 7 

Revenue Police ------ ag 

Suppression of Illicit Distillation 34 

. Complaints ----- 6 

Botoerman, Lieutenant ----- 4 

Morrissey, Lieutenant - - - - - 24 

Concentration of Forces ------ 6 

C/are Election ------- 6 

Movement of Detachments - - - - 24 

Tippetary County ------ 35 

53 - 



Constabulary: page 

1 . Establishment and Cost of Maintenance of 
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[N. B. — In this Index the Numerals following Rep. refer to the Page of the Report; the Figures 
following the Names of the Witnesses refer to the Question of the Evidence; and the Figures 
following App. refer to the Page of the Appendix.] 



A. 

ACTS OF PARLIAMENT. Opinion that the proposed alterations in the constabulary 
cannot be carried into effect without an Act of Parliament, as the force is expressly 
prohibited by law from interfering in the revenue matters, Rep. iv. v. ; Sir Duncan 

AT Gregor 1684; Wood 2284, 2285 Acts of Parliament under which the revenue 

police and officers of excise derive their authority, Dancer 609-611 ; Barry 740, 741. 

Additional Duty on Spirits. Great increase of illicit distillation in 1842, when the addi- 
tional duty was imposed on spirits, Maclachlan 2063-2065. 

Adulteration of Spirits. System of adulteration of spirits resorted to by publicans and 

keepers of shebeen-houses, Tracey 1457, 1458 Use of green vitriol and sulphate of 

iron by publicans in the adulteration of spirits, Bird 457. 

Agricultural Statistics. Knowledge derived by the constabulary of the quantity of corn 
grown, and how disposed of, from being employed in taking the agricultural returns of 
the crops, Sir Duncan M* Gregor 1591. 

Aid of the Civil Powe r. Extract from general orders for the guidance of the troops in 
affording aid to the civil power and to the revenue department in Ireland, App. 375- 
37 1 - 

Allowances. Rate of allowance to the constabulary for escorting revenue prisoners to gaol, 
Sir Duncan M‘ Gregor 1616. See also Salaries and Allowances. 

Amalgamation of Forces. Proposed amalgamation of the revenue police with the consta- 
bulary in performing the duties of suppressing illicit distillation, Rep. v. 

See also Combination of Forces. 

American Flour. Facility of procuring barrels for the purposes of illicit distillation since 
the introduction of American flour into Ireland, Barry 254. 

Apparatus. Facility of the removal of the apparatus used in illicit distillation, Barry 
249-255. 

Assizes. Concentration of the constabulary force of the county at ihe time of the assizes, 
Tracey 1332, 1333. 

Australia. Inconvenience arising from the great number of the constabulary force of 
Ireland emigrating to Australia, Sir Duncan M‘ Gregor 1514, 1515* 



B. 

Bad Characters. Resort of bad characters to shebeen- houses and places where illicit 
spirits are sold, Hobart 1089. 

Bad Harvests. Tendency of a bad harvest to stimulate illicit distillation, Brereton 

153 , 154 * 

Baker, John. Evidence of John Baker taken in respect of the charges preferred against 
Lieutenant Morrissey, of the revenue police, App. 259. 
to, A Ballina. 
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Baltina. Purchase of grain for the purpose of illicit distillation in Ballina, Maclaclilan 
2066. 

Ballycastle, Mayo. Distance of Ballycaslle, a station in Mayo, from the gaol at Castlebar, 
si) owing the number of miles travelled by the police in escorting a prisoner, Brereton 87 ; 
Wood 2261. 

Bandon, Cork. Extensive manner in which illicit distillation was formerly carried on at 
Bandon, in Cork, Barry 316. 

Baring, Francis T, M.P. Letter from Francis Baring, Esq. to the Commissioners of 
Excise, dated 9 March 1836, on the subject of illicit distillation in Ireland, App. 270. 

Barley. Great increase in the growth of barley in Donegal as compared with oats and 
wheat, Barry 402. See also Malt. 

Barracks. Provision of barrack for the revenue police force, Barry 211 Necessity for 

confining the residence of revenue police to barracks, Wood 2200-2202, 

Barrels. See American Flour. 

Barry, Jasper John. (Analysis of his Evidence.) — Inspector of revenue police, 187 

Length of service, i88 State of the revenue police previous to its re-organization 

under Colonel Brereton, 191, 192 District under the superintendence of witness, 193- 

197 Appropriation of the “ Seamew” steamer to the division of revenue police on the 

north-west coast of Donegal, 197, 198 Extent of the revenue police force in the 

county of Donegal, 199-204 Pay of revenue officers, 205 Allowance for clothing, 

206 Payment of rewards by the Treasury, 207 Good^conduct and discipline of the 

revenue police force, 208-210 Provision of barracks for the revenue police, 211 

Pay of the revenue police as compared with the constabulary, 211, 212 The officers 

of the revenue police are liable to the same superannuation as other civil servants, 214 

Investiture of the officers and sub-officers with Excise Commissions, 215-218 

Powers given under Excise Commissions, 219-221. 

Authority required to break open doors, 221 No instance of connivance between 

the police and the illicit distiller, 223, 224 Object of the revenue police in keeping aloof 

from the country people, 225-227 Description of still-hunting by the revenue police 

in the mountains, 229, 230 Activity of the men in discovering the secret hiding 

places of the smugglers, 231— — Seldom that any resistance is offered to the revenue 

police in the discharge of their duties, 234-237 Power of the police to use fire-arms 

if the case required it, 238,239 Counties in which illicit distillation is most pre- 
valent, 240-243 -Facility of water and turf is a great object to the illicit distiller, 244 

Cost of an illicit still, 245-247. 255 System of ownership of stills, 248 

Facility of removal of the apparatus and utensils used in illicit distillation, 249-255 

Description of grain from which illicit spirits are manufactured, 256-259. 

Price of spirits in Ireland, 260-265 Price of grain from which spirits are distilled, 

266 Process of the manufacture of malt used in illicit distillation, 267-271 

Description of mills at which the mall used in illicit distillation is ground, 272,473 

All kilns are required by law to be registered, 274 Description of the kilns in which 

illicit malt is manufactured, 275, 276 Duty of the revenue police with regard to inspec- 
tion of mills and kilns ; this should be done by the constabulary, 279-285 The con- 
stabulary should be empowered to destroy all unregistered kilns, 286 State of the 

law with regard to the constabulary interfering in cases of illicit distillation, 287-290 

Prevalence of shebeen-houses in all districts where illicit spirits are manufactured, 291- 

296- Duty of constabulary to visit sliebeen-houses and public-houses where illicit 

spirits are sold, 297-307 Mode of conveying illicit spirits from the mountains by- 

means of horses, 308-3 1 2. 

Advantage of charging the constabulary with the duty of stopping and examining 
spirits in transit from place to place, 313 Objection to the employment of the con- 
stabulary in still-hunting, 314-316 Advantage taken by smugglers of carrying on 

their trade in the absence of the revenue officers, 316 Facility of distinguishing 

illicit spirits from legal spirits, 318, 319 Illicit spirit is generally considered td be 

the best, 320. Advantage of requiring the constabulai*y to give information to the 

revenue police of the existence of illicit stills, 323 Manner in which the patrol duty 

of the constabulary is performed, 324, 325 How far the popularity of the constabulary 

would be affected by their giving information to the revenue police, 326-328 Manner 

in which information of the existence of illicit stills is at present conveyed to the revenue 
police by the constabulary, 329-335. 

Objection to seeking the assistance of the constabulary in still-hunting, 336-339 

Description of the still-hunting excursions of the revenue police, 340, 341 How a 

good or bad harvest affects illicit distillation, 344-347 Prevalence of illicit distilla- 
tion in 1842 and 1843; 348-350 Class of persons from whom the revenue police are 

recruited, 351 Mode of obtaining admission to the revenue police force, 352, 353 

——Occasions of dismissal of men from the revenue police, 354-358— — It is a rule of 
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Barry, Jasper John. (Analysis of his Evidence) — continued. 

the force that all should be young single men, 355 Object in excluding married men 

i'rom the force, 356-358 It is kept a strict secret in which direction the revenue 

police are about to go when out at night, 359, 360 Smallness of the constabulary 

force in the county of Donegal, 361-363 Illicit distillation mainly prevails in the 

north and west of Ireland, 364. 

Great inconvenience arising from the employment of the revenue police in escorting 

prisoners to gaol, 367, 368 Opinion with respect to charging the constabulary with 

the duty of escorting revenue prisoners to gaol, 369-378 Extent of the accommoda- 
tion for prisoners in the gaol of Lifford, 379-38 1 Occasion of Government sending 

down an order to discharge the revenue prisoners in consequence of the gaol being too 

full, 382-384 Nature of the examination which registered mills and kilns undergo by 

the ie venue police, 385-392 Amount of the constabulary force in the county of 

Donegal, 393, 394 A fine should be placed on the electoral division in which a still 

was detected, to be struck by the board of guardians, 395-399 Circumstance in 1846 

of illicit distillation being entirely put down in witness’s parish by the priest, 400, 

401 Great increase of the growth of barley in Donegal as compared with oats and 

wheat, 402. 

[Second Examination.] — Rate of profit derived by distillers from the sale of grains, 

729, 730 Use of grains in feeding milch cows, 731-734 It is a common case of 

defence of people when arrested in a private still-house, that they came to purchase 

grains for cattle, 735-739 Acts of Parliament under which the revenue police and 

officers of excise derive their authority, 740, 741 Power of the coast guard with 

regard to the suppression of illicit distillation, 742 Want of means of suppression of 

illicit distillation in the islands on the north-west coast previous to the establishment of 

an excise steamer, 744-746 Opinion that the Illicit Distillation Act might be made 

much more effective than it is, by being released from the control of the General Super- 
intendence Act of the Excise, 747-751 The Excise Board would still have the 

means of preventing frivolous prosecutions being undertaken by their own officers, 752, 

763 - 

Belfast Marhet. Comparative prices of barley and oats in the Belfast market, at four dif- 
ferent periods of each year, from 1840 to 1853, 369. 

Bird, Golding. (Analysis of his Evidence.) — Collector of Inland Revenue for the London- 
derry district, 403 Length of service, 404-408 Counties in Ireland with which 

witness has been connected, 409* 4^® Districts in which illicit distillation is 

most prevalent, 412, 413 System of ownership of illicit stills, 414 Decrease of 

illicit distillation, and steady increase of duty received of licensed distillers in the Derry 

collection, 415-418 Tendency of emigraiion to lessen illicit distillation, 418,419 

Description of the shebeen-honses ; class of people frequenting them, 419, 420 

Peculiar flavour of the Bushmills malt spirits; its similarity to poteen, 421 Preference 

of the people to legitimate whiskey ; they can purchase it cheaper than poteen, 422 

How the temperance pledge affected the licensed distillers; it lias now become a dead 

letter, 423, 424 Dimihution in the population, and increase of the quantity of spirits 

brought to charge, and duty received, 425-429- Amount of the increase of the workings 

of the two distilleries, and warehoused spirits in Derry, in 1852 and 1853; 430-433. 

Opportunities nff'orded for carrying on illicit distillation in Ennishowen and Gortin 

districts, 434 Activity of the revenue police in those districts, 4357437 — —Efficient 

manner in which the revenue police perform their duties, 438 Disinclination of the 

illicit distillers to interfere with the police in the discharge of their duty, 439-443 

The revenue police are rewarded for every prisoner two guineas, 444-449 — -Process of 

malting grain for the manufacture of ‘illicit spirits, 450 Cases in which malt is 

obtained “from licensed maltsters for illicit purposes, 451— —Estimate of the . cost at 

which spirit is produced bv illicit distillation, 452-455 Some gentlemen in Ireland 

■will give more for poteen than the best legitimate whiskey, 456 Use of green vitriol 

and sulphate of iron by publicans in the adulteration of spirits, 457 Estimate of the 

price at which legally made spirits can be sold, 458-463 Object of publicans and 

sheheen-house keepers purchasing poteen in preference to the licensed whiskey, 464. 

How Sykes’s hydrometer assists the exciseman in the discharge of his duty, 464, 465 

Process by which the peculiar flavour is imparted to the Bushmills whiskey, 466, 

4 6y Tendency of a reduction in the price of grain to facilitate illicit distillation, 468- 

47 i Grain has never been so cheap in Ireland as it was in 1842 ; 472-475 

Description of grain used in the distillation of whiskey, 476 Growth of grain in 

secluded mountain districts for purposes of illicit distillation, 477 Process of grinding 

corn for distilling purposes, 478, 479 Occasions when the ordinary mills of the country 

are resorted to by illicit distillers to grind corn, 480, 4S1 Suggestions for rendering 

the revenue police more geneially efficient for the puipose of the suppression of illicit 

distillation, 482 Cases in which the constabulary, should interfere in the suppression 

cf illicit distillation, ib. Folly of attempting to make a seizure single-handed in 

secluded districts, 483-485. 

a 2 Smugglers 
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Bird , Golding. (Analysis of his Evidence) — continued. 

Smugglers will generally yield to force if they see sufficient of it, 486 Strength of 

the constabulary force and revenue police in the county of Donegal, 489-491 biases 

in which the constabulary might act in the prevention of smuggling, 492 Existence 

of Ribbonism in parts of the county of Donegal, 493 Increase of the constabulary 

force in Donegal, in- consequence of a drunken priest saying he was shot, when he was 
not, 494-496 Power of the Lord Lieutenant to increase the Parliamentary establish- 
ment of constables when found inadequate, 497 How the cost of extra force is de- 
frayed, 498 Objection to constituting as a local charge the collection of Her Majesty’s 

revenue, 499, 500 Opinion that the additional duties in preventing smuggling might 

be performed without any increase of the constabulary force, 501-503. 0 B 6 

How the system of rewards stimulates the revenue police to exertion in the discharge of 

their duties, 504, 505 Extent to which the constabulary should participate in rewards 

for seizures and destruction of stills, 506-508 Strength of the party of revenue police 

usually employed in still-hunting, in mountainous and secluded districts, 509-511- 

Willingness of the low Irish to obey an officer in the discharge of his duty, 512 . 

Reason why it. would not be safe for an excise officer to attempt to effect a seizure in re- 
mote isolated districts, 513-515 The constabulary should be charged with the duty of 

escorting revenue prisoners to gaol, 516, 517 tower might be given the constabu- 
lary to enter shebeen-houses and summon parties allowing tippling, 518-524 Juris- 
diction of the excise over shebeen-houses, 519-523 Shebeen-houses usually sell 

licensed spirits, 521 Difficulties attending tlie detection of sale of spirits by shebeen- 

liouse keepers, 524. 

The power of entry of constables should be strictly confined to houses regularly known 

to be shebeen-house.', 525-532 Class of men in the revenue polino holding excise 

commissions, 533 Power of the revenue police to search premises, 534— iBxcise 

commissions should be granted to superior officers of constabulary, 536-543 Obiec- 

tiou to a junction of the revenue police with the constabulary force, 544-546 Power 

of excise officers to carry fire-arms, and use them without tile presence of a civil magis- 

trate, 547-548 Fewer of officers of excise to break open doors when authorised by a civil 

warrant, 550-554 The imposition of additional duties on the constabulary would not 

enable the Government to dispense with the existing revenue police 555 556 Tire 

increased duty on spirits does not beget illicit distillation, 557-560. 

How far the spirit trade of Ireland was affected by Father Mathew and the temperance 
pledge ,561-563- — Reason ot several distillery establishments in Ireland beino broken 

up in the years 1839 and 1840; 564 How the spirit trade of Ireland is affected by an 

increase or reduction of duty, 565-569 Reason of the number of persons convicted 

for distilling offences being so large m the yean 833 ; 570,57 [ Opinion that illicit dis- 

tillation cannot be carried on to any great extent provided the revenue police ami officers 

of excise fulfil their dunes, 572-577 The price of the spirits sold by the licensed dis- 

"Her^even with the increased duty, will be less than that of the private distiller, 578-580 

Jetted of the additional Sd. duty oil the price of spirits, 581-586 Period of the 

year when illicit distillation is most prevalent, 5S7, 588. 

Opinion that illicit distillation in the norih of Ireland has not increased since the 
tmveZg Met 5 9 ™ S "” P °" Spir “ 8 ' 5S£H593 Manufacture of private stills by 

Bowerman, Lieutenant Complaint ,, gainst Lieutenant Bowerman, of the revenue police, 
ana the men under Ins command, 1832-33, App. 242. 

Lette ;/l“ m C; 'P tai " WilIiam Bowtat, Comptroller of the Coast 
Of , , & ™ a " ss r er ?,“ f , Custol " s . d “ted 5 November 1834, relative to the combi- 
nation of the coast guard with the revenue police in Ireland, App. 344, 345. 

Breaking Open Doors. Authority required by the revenue police to break open doors in 

excise re break 5P " s’ M1 ; Machchfo" >989, 1990 Power of L officers of 

excise 10 break open doors when amhonsed by civil warrant, Bird 550-554 Cases in 

S r tit “tr / 1 *” bl ' eat int0 » search °onilicil spirits, 

entrv^f “"^“ lary «$«»• * magistrate's warrant to make forcible 

enuy ot [itemises, oir Duncan M ! Gregor 1608-1611. 

h (A ” 5 l!f ?‘, ° f <> is >idence.)-Of the Horse Artillery, it, ,2 
Period of the establishment of the excise police in Ireland, 14-18 OriJin of the 

military T ffil Un^te ’^--Diseontinnance of rite employTngtT of rill 

a \ T- huntin * m 1 ° l 7 > 22 * Reorganization of the revenue notice force hv 

" r ’i ch illicit distillation is most prevalent, 33 

thei,m;rSi^,*^™i^ 9 _ i^“i? hme r ° f * tie " 6 V“ DuWi " 

nolice a-\ ao Tnnoct = * eci y us j 40— — Right of search possessed by the revenue 

inquired Vfuidiviiliiiils'enHsthigiirthe'^ trir pQualifications 

at the denfit ao-zo . > a0lce > 4 o~ 4 y Strict system of discipline observed 

office's and m™ P ci k “ f *° ™ sure execution of the duties of the 

which chiefly carrad on, 59. '‘ 8S ° f ™ gaged ™ illicit distillation, and localities in 
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Brereton, Colonel , C. B., fyc. (Analysis of his Evidence) — continued. 

Employment of a steamer in visiting the islands on the north-west coast, where illicit 

distillation prevailed, 59 Length of time taken in suppressing illicit distillation by 

the revenue police force, 60-67 Number of officers and men composing the force, 

68-70 Readiness of the Government to give effect to witness’s recommendations to 

pu'- down illicit distillation, 71-75 Arduous duties of the revenue police in still-hunting, 

76, 77 Co-operation of the constabulary with the revenue police, 77 Order issued 

by Lord St. Gennans, when Chief Secretary for Ireland, to the constabulary, to co-operate 

with the revenue police in the suppression of illicit distillation, 78 Reasons why the 

constabulary should be employed in the suppression of sheebeen-houses rather than the 

revenue police, 78-81 Impossibility of the revenue police suppressing shebeens in 

Ireland, without greatly increasing the force, 81. 

Want of power of the officers called gaugers, to deal with sheebeen-houses, 82-86 

Inconvenience of employing the revenue police to escort prisoners to gaol, 87, 88 Fre- 

quency of collisions between the revenue police and smugglers resulting in loss of life, 

previous to the re-organization of the force, 89 Excessive powers of the revenue police, 

90-93 Increase of illicit distillation in 1842, when the increased duty on spirits took 

place, 94-98 Grounds of refusal of the constabulary to escort revenue prisoners to 

gaol, 101-108 Opinion that the constabulary should be employed in the suppression of 

shebeen-houses, and in the escort of prisoners, 119, 120 Objections to conibiniug the 

constabulary with the revenue police, 121-130 Disinclination of the Irish to molest 

officers in discharge of their duties ; case in point, 121 Opportunities which the con- 

stabulary possess of obtaining information of illicit distillation being carried 011, 122-134 
Necessity for constant employment of the revenue police in still-hunting, 137-138. 

Size and cost of an illicit still, 139-141 Proportion of the revenue police allocated 

to the county of Donegal, 142-145 Opinion that the municipal duties of the con- 
stabulary and still-bunting are wholly incompatible, 146-149. 183 Tendency of a fall 

in prices of grain and bad harvests to stimulate illicit distillation, 150-154 Objections 

to the employment of the constabulary in Donegal in suppressing illicit distillation, 

155-159 Prevalence of illicit distillation in particular districts of the county of Clare, 

160 The employment of constables in the suppression of illicit distillation would in 

many cases be making the innocent suffer for the guilty, 161 Reasons why the con- 
stant employment of the police in still-hunting is essentially necessary, 163-166 

Objections to the employment of the constabulary in still-hunting, 168—177 — = — Rude 

manner in which com is converted into malt for purposes of distillation, 179 Still- 

hunting is confined mostly to remote, uninhabited, mountain parts of the country, 182 

The services of the constabulary should be strictly confined to affording information 

to the revenue police and the conveying of prisoners to gaol, 184-186. 

Brereton , Colonel William. Chief inspector’s report as to the state of the revenue police, 

and various suggestions of offered by him, dated 26 July, 1836, App. 276-279 

Extract from the Minutes of Evidence of Colonel William Brereton, Chief Inspector of 
the Revenue Police in Ireland, taken before the Select Committee of the House of Com- 
mons in 1842, on the spirit trade, Ireland, ib. 353. 

Bribes. Exposure of the constabulary to the temptation of bribes, were they employed in 
the suppression of illicit distillation, Cruice 1001, 1002. 1006-1009. 

Brownrigg, Mr. Report made in 1836 by Mr. Brownrigg, now deputy-superin tendent- 
generai of constabulary, upon the subject of the consolidation of the constabulary and 
revenue police, Tracey 1372. 

Bushmills Whiskey . Peculiar flavour of the Bushmills malt spirits ; its similiarity to illicit 

spirits, Bird 421; Wood 2166 Process by which the peculiar flavour is imparted 

to the Bushmills whiskey, Bird 466, 467. 

C. 

Carr. Mr. Employment of Mr. Carr, the elder, solicitor of the Excise, in drawing the 
General Management Act, 7 & 8 Geo. 4, c. 53, Wood 2145. 

Casey, John. Evidence of John Casey, taken in respect of the charges preferred against 
Lieutenant Morrissey, of the revenue police, App. 262. 

Cassin, Patrick. Evidence of Patrick Cassin, taken in respect to the charges preferred 
against Lieutenant Morrissey, of the revenue police, App. 260. 

Castlebar, Mayo. Strength of the constabulary force in Castlebar, a county of Mayo, 

Mullarchy 1692 Prevalence of illicit distillation in Castlebar district, ib. 1698 

Strength of the revenue police force stationed at Castlebar, ib. 1699-1701. 

Castlebar Gaol, Mayo. Committal of revenue prisoners in Mayo to the gaol at Castlebar, 

Dancer 602,603 Overcrowded state or Castlebar gaol with revenue prisoners at 

times, Mullarchy 1850-1852. 

co a 3 Certificates . 
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Certificates. Copy of certificate of a sub-inspector that he has visited and inspected a party 
at its station, App. 283 — -Copy of certificate of lieutenants and sub-inspectors upon 
monthly returns of having paid the parties, ib. ^ 

Charging Duties. Observations on the different systems of charging the duties on spirits 
in Ireland, Rep. iv. ^ 

Chevrons ■ System of chevron marks to the constabulary for good service, Coulson 836- 
840 ; Hobart 1033 ; Tracey 1462. 

Chief Inspector of Revenue Police. Duties of the chief inspector of revenue police in Ire- 
land, Maclachlan 1859. 

(fivil Power. See Aid of the Civil Power. 

Clare County. Prevalence of illicit distillation in particular districts of the county of Clare 

Bren-eton 160 Districts in Clare in which illicit distillation chiefly prevails, Mullarchu 

1842. * 



Clare Election. Concentration of a large force of the constabulary in the county Clare 
during the last Clare election, Sir Duncan M' Gregor 1505. J 

lathing. Statement of the expense of clothing the revenue police force, Ireland in the 
year ended 5 January 1845, App. p. 240. 

Coast Guard. Expense of the coast guard force in Ireland, and the number of officers 

and men employed, for the year ended 5 January 1853, Rep. iv. App. p. 238 Power 

of the coast guard with respect to the suppression of illicit distillation, Dairy 742 

Popularity of the coast-guard service with the people in Ireland, Mullarchu 1776, 1777 

Great assistance derived by the revenue police from the coast guard, Machlacklan 

2049. 2054 Cost of the preventive water guard of the Customs department, ib. 2056. 

2057— —Copies of papers relaiive to the combination of the coast-guard with the revenue 
p olice in Ireland, App. 344-346. 

See also Bowles, Captain William. Dombraine, Sir James. 

Codd, Francis. Letter from Francis Codd, secretary to the Dublin Chamber of Commerce, 
to Lord Monteagle, dated 16 August 1853, enclosing the average prices of oats and 
barley at the Dublin market for twelve years, ending 30th July 1852, App. 373. 

Collection of Rents and Tithes. Opinion that it would be very injurious to employ the 
constabulary m the collection of rents or tithes, or in the enforcement of the game laws 
Knox 1263. . 15 * 



Coitaioii No instance of collusion or connivance between the revenue police and the 
illicit distillers, Barry 223, 224. 

Combination of Forces. Objection to the junction of the revenue police with the consta- 
bulary force, Bvereton 121 136 ; Bird 544-646 ; Dancer 673-675 ; Conlson 799-80! ; 

Mullurcky 1836-1839; Maclachlan 1991-2002; Wood 2213 Opinion that the 

employment of the constabulary, in connexion with, the revenue police, would entirely 

destroy their efficiency, Crnice 95 i" 954 - 99^-1001 Reason why a consolidation of 

revenue police and constabulary would be unpopular, Hobart 1 1 07-1 1 08 How the, 

combination of' the revenue police with the constabulary would operate in a county like 

Donegal, Sir Duncan M‘ Gregor 1 57 4 Opinion that the constabulary force should 

J^main as they are, without amalgamation with the revenue police, ib. 1678-1683—— 
Copies of papers relative to the combination of the coast guard with the revenue police 
m Ireland, App. 344-34(5. 1 

Committals. Return of the number of persons confined in each gaol in Ireland for offences 
3^364' a '" S for the S “ PFe5S1 °° 01 illicit diatillati °“, on the 5 th day of March 1843, 



Complaints. Manner in which complaints against officers and men of the revenue police are 
dealt W!th by the Board of Inland Revenue, Wood 2109-2112. femme police are 

See also Bouierman , Lieutenant. Morrissey, Lieutenant. 

Concentration of Forces How the moving of constables from place to place, and the 
concentration of the force at fairs and sessions would be interfered with were they 

employed in supplying illicit distillation, C '.ruice 1005 Ease with which a body of ihe 

constabulary are collected together in case of emergency, Tracey 1414 Necessity for 

the concentration of the constabulary force in particular spots dtirU the time of dis- 
tuibance, Mullarchy 1840-1844. See also Movement of Detachments. 

Connaught, Province of. Return of the names and number of counties in the province of 
Connaught in which parties of revenue police are stationed, Maclachan 1 867. 

C ~of ittii “ ° f "" dep0P ” lMi0n ° f the C °" dist ™‘ 

Consolidated 
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Consolidated Fund. Amount borne on the Consolidated Fund for the support of the Irish 

Constabulary, Rep. iii The charge for the additional sum of the constabulary should 

be paid out of the Consolidated Fund, Tracey 1421. 

Constabulary: 

1. Establishment and Cost of Maintenance of the Force. 

2. Organization and Discipline. 

3 . Employment of the Force in Revenue Ditties. 

1. Establishment and Cost of Maintenance of the Force: 

Number of officers and men belonging to this corps in 1852; annual cost of the esta- 
blishment, and how borne, Rep. iii Present amount of the constabulary force in 

Ireland, and how distributed, Sir Duncan M‘ Gregor 1490-1494 Statements of 

the amount of constabulary force employed in each county, county of it city, and 
county of a town, in Ireland, salaries and allowances, &c., on the 1st of January 

in the years 1840 to 1852 inclusive, App. 285-329 Summary of the total amount of 

force employed on the 1st of January 1840, and of the total expenditure upon the said 
constabulary force for the whole of Ireland, for the year ended at that period; showing 
the proportion of such total expense borne on the Consolidated Fund, and the amount 

borne by the counties, cities and towns, ib. 287 Similar returns for subsequent 

years, ib. 292-340 Return, showing the number of constables and sub-constables of 

the Parliamentary establishment, in each province and county in Ireland, ib. 239 

Return of the Parliamentary establishment of constabulary in each county, in the year 
ending 31 March 1853, ifi. 342. 

2. Organization and Discipline : 

High character of the constabulary force as regards efficiency and discipline. Rep. 
iii; Cruice 922-926; Knox 1173-1176; Mullarchy 1693,1694; Sir Duncan M l Gregor 

1539 Popularity of the constabulary force in Ireland, Dancer 680 Improved 

efficiency and discipline of the constabulary since their first establishment, Tracey 1301- 

1304 The constabulary, generally speaking, are a most intelligent body of men, 

ib. 1391 Opinion that the constabulary are just as well informed men as those in the 

revenue police, ib. 1413 The employment of the constabulary in revenue cases would 

not in the slightest degree impair the efficiency or discipline of the force, ib. 1415 

Six consiables, in a district where they are known, can perform any duty that would 

require the presence of twelve revenue police,#. 1422 State of the constabulary 

force in Ireland previous to the appointment of General Shaw Kennedy to the office of 

Inspector- general, Sir Duncan M‘Gregor 1484-1486 Superiority of the constabulary 

to the revenue police as regards the character of recruits and education of the men, 
Mullarchy 1766-1771. 

3. Employment of the Force in Revenue Duties : 

Observations on the proposed plan for the suppression of the revenue police, and 
the substitution of the constabulary for the discharge of the revenue duties, Rep.v.; 
Erereton 121. 130. 171. 183 ; Bird 544; Dancer 641.^650, 651. 673. 675; Coulson 798, 
792, 800, 801, 802. 825. 884. 893 ; Cruice 934. 939. 947. 951. 954. 998 ; Hobart 1044. 
1056. 1107-1115. 1128; Knox 1213; Tracey 1345. 1361. 3377. 1388. 1424; Macgregor 
1565. 1568, 1569. 1571. 1575, 1576. 1598. 1613. 1678. 1681 ; Mullarchy 1716. 1723. 
1731. 1738. 1802. 1818. 1838; Mac/achlan 1991. 1996. 1999. 2002,2003; Wood 2213, 

2214.2218,2219. 2221. 2233. 2237, 2238.2283 The services of the constabulary should 

be strictly confined to affording information to the revenue police, and escorting prisoners 

to gaol, Brereton 184-186 Opinion that the additional duties of the constabulary iu 

preventing smuggling might be performed without any increase of the force, Bird 501- 

503 Prohibition of the constabulary to interfere in revenue cases under the Act 6 & 7 

Will. 4, c. 13, Coulson 803. 

The present duties of the constabulary are quite sufficient to employ them without 

interfering in revenue cases, Coulson 825-828 It would be impossible tor the con- 

stabulavy to perform effectually their present duties, were they to have the additional 

duties of the revenue police put upon them, ib. 885-887 The constabulary might be 

employed as a protection to the revenue officers in the districts in which illicit dis- 
tillation prevails, Tracey 1389 There would be no additional taxation for the 

purposes of the constabulary were they employed for revenue purposes, Sir Duncan 

M‘ Gregor 1586 Opinion that the constabulary are quite capable of performing the 

duties of the revenue police, ib. 1588-1590 Opinion that anything short of all the 

duties of the revenue police being imposed upon the constabulary, would tend to lower 
the force in public estimation, Mullarchy 1802, 1803 Mariner in which the constabu- 
lary might render efficient services to the revenue police, Maclachlan 2004-2007 

Reason why the constabulary could not undertake the additional duties of the revenue 
police, Sir Duncan M‘ Gregor 2067. 

See also Agricultural Statistics. Bribes. Chevrons, Collection of Kents and Tithes. 

Combination of Forces. Concentration of Forces. Consolidated Fund- Deptt, 

Dublin. Escort of Prisoners. Information. Patrol Duty. Rewards. Shebeen 

. Houses. Still Hunting. Suppression of Illicit Distillation. Transit of Spirits. 

53. a 4 Conveyance 
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Conveyance of Prisoners. Mode of transmitting prisoners to gaol when summarily con- 
victed by magistrates, Coulson 789 Objection to charging the constabulary with the 

transmission of revenue prisoners to gaol after conviction, ib. 794-798 Reason of the 

constabulary ceasing to assist in the conveyance of prisoners to gaol, Hobart 1049-1054 
See also Escort of Prisoners. 

Conveyance of Spirits. Mode of conveying illicit spirits from the mountains by people on 
horseback, Barry 308-312 ; Cruice 960. See also Transit of Spirits. ^ 

Convictions. Reason of the number of convictions for distilling offences bein" so lar^e in 

the year 1833, Bird 570, 571 Analysis of convictions before justices 0 Ahe peace in 

Ireland for illicit distillation, See., from 1836 to 1844 inclusive, App. 241 -Return 

showing the number of convictions for offences against the laws for the suppression of 
illicit distillation in Ireland, in each year from 1824 to 1852 inclusive, ib. 363. 



See also Committals. 



Coolavin, Barony Sligo. Prevalence of illicit distillation in this district, Knox 1 164. 

Cooper, John. Evidence of John Cooper taken in respect of the charges preferred against 
Mr. Michael Morrissey, lieutenant of the revenue police, App. 257. 0 

Cork County. Return of the increase in the number of the constabulary force in the 
county of Cork, since the passing of the Act 9 and 10 Viet. c. 97, App. 335. 

Corn. Description of grain from which illicit spirits are usually made, Barry 256-250 - 

Bird 476 ; Tracey 1280, 1281 Return showing the average price of com per quarter 

m England and Wales m each year from 1824 to 1852, both inclusive, App. 363. H 
See also Agricultural Statistics. Barley. Price of Corn. 

Cost of Maintenance. See Constabulary, 1. Revenue Police, 1. 

Costello, Barony Mayo. Prevalence of illicit distillation in this district, Knox 1 1 64. 

Coulson, Robert Dobbs. (Analysis of his Evidence.)— Stipendiary magistrate for the county 

ot lyrone, 754 Formerly police magistrate in Belfast, 756 Counties with which 

witness has been connected, 758 Pievalence of illicit distillation in Gortin district 

lyrone, and in the Muuterlony mountains, 760-762 Great facility afforded for carrying 

on illicit distillation in mountainous districts, 763-766 The duties of the constabulary 

are more particularly required in the populous districts, 767-769 General efficiency 

^ the constabulary of Tyrone, and friendly intercourse with the people, 770-777 - 

Difficulty of obtaining the services of men of first-rate character for the constabulary 

il'w at '° « mov Q ement T has r , set in > 77? Class of people usually engaged in 

illicit distillation, 781, 782 In Gortin distnct and the Munterlony mountains every- 
body .s more or less implicated in illicit distillation, 783 Satisfactory manner in which 

the law is administered at petty sessions, 784-788. J 

.S!? l0<le n° f ,ransm,ssl ™ of prisoners lo gaol when summarily convicted by magistrates, 

709 Course pursued with regard to revenue prisoners, 790 Inconvenience of 

revenue police being compelled to escort revenue prisoners to gaol, 701-703 Obiec- 

tions to charging the constabulary with the transmission of revenue prisoners afler con- 
viction, 794 798 -Pernicious effects of the consolidation of the constabulary with the 

5' e , n !cP o: llc e. 799- 8 °i—— Attendance of the constabulary at fairs in Ireland, 802 

rioniDition ot the constabulary to interfere in revenue cases under the Act 6 & 7 Will. 4, 
c. *3 5 003 Objection to the employment of the constabulary in still-bunting, 804 
inicit^dbtina e don^g^^ r ^°8o6-8?o. Sti '^ U ^ ‘“formation to .he revenue police of 

, v ' hy tha on the part of ihe constabulary with the execution of the 

nerZnii h .7 dbe 811-814 Manner in which the patrol duty is 

| U i a ^' 8 o 6 ' 8l7 7T^ Duty ° f MSistrates in petty sessions to 

veTXCd. S the patrol-book, 817 Opinion that it would render the constabulary 

P Ti, they ‘o give information lo the revenue police of illicit distillation, 
— , P ° “ a - body i 15 nmdl less p0|)ular tllal1 tll<! Constabulary, 

ftat servte " tJ gPa ' tle5 , ; da ' lg f of employing small bodies of men on 

emilov them wirh 8 I - )- 8 - praSel,t llut,es of tl,e constabulary are quite sufficient to 
employ them, without interfering in revenue cases, 825-828. 

Distance of the police stations from each other, 829 No objection to the constabu- 

'y stopmng and examining suspected spirits in transitu , 832. 854-856 Objection 10 

.0 tha ““.nbulary «>' », 830-834— Practice with respect 

rLard svstem moo„? H^ stables for special seiT.ce, 835-838 Manner in which the 

rewaid system to constables would interfere with their usefulness, 830-842 The con- 

, 1 » a 7 m, ? ht be em P J oyed to escort revenue prisoners to gaol, 843-846 Objection 

nkceXSao C 8aa— p y , t0 J iSit ra S islered “ illa «» see that .it illidt malting takes 
P > . 47 49- 55 Exemption of the constabulary from levying certain fines and 
recognizances under the 6 b 7 Viet. e. 56; 850-856-!^, lif duties of The con- 

stabulary 
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Coubon, Robert Dobbs. (Analysis of his Evidence) — continued. 

stabulary with respect to shebeen-houses and licensed public-houses where illicit spirits 
are sold, 857-871. 

Opinion with respect to the excise co-operating with the constabulary in putting down 

the shebeen-houses, 872-879 Circumstance of the counties of Donegal and Tyrone 

supporting a larger number of constables than the number fixed by law, 880-882 

Any increase of the constabulary for revenue purposes would be rendered a local expense 

to the counties, 883 It would be impossible for the constabulary to perform effectually 

their present duties, were they to have the additional duties of the revenue police put 
upon them, 885—887 Cases of infringement of the revenue laws in which the consta- 
bulary might be allowed to act, 888-890 Concentration of a large body of the con- 

stabulary in the county of Tipperary at the time of the disturbances in that county, 891- 

893 Employment of additional men from other counties at Dungarvon and Moy on 

the last 12th July, 894. 

Probable effect of removing a large body of constabulary from one district to another, 
895 - 899 Extensive powers enjoyed by excise officers and revenue police as regards 
right of search and use of firearms, which does not belong to the constabulary, 900-906. 

Counties. Counties in Ireland in which illicit distillation is most prevalent, Brereton 33 ; 

Barry 240-243 ; Bird 409,410; Dancer 597. 601 Number of counties in Ireland 

without any revenue police, Maclachlan 1862-1864. 

Crime. Tendency of illicit distillation to the promotion of crime in certain districts of 
Ireland, Tracey 1464-1469. See also Shebeen Houses. 

Crime and Outrage Act. Proclamation of the county of Donegal under the Crime and 
Outrage Act, Cruice 931-933. 

Crops. See Agricultural Statistics. 

Cruice, Daniel J. (Analysis of his Evidence.) — Resident magistrate in Glenties district of 

the county of Donegal, 907-909 Length of service, 910 Other counties in Ireland 

in which witness has served, 911-913 Demoralizing effect of illicit distillation as 

regards the habits of the people, 914-916 Satisfactory manner in which the local 

magistracy administer the law at petty sessions, 917-921 High character of the con- 
stabulary force as regards efficiency and discipline, 922-926 Good understanding 

between the country people and the constabulary in Donegal, 927, 928 System of 

patrol duty of constabulary, 929 Examination and signature of patrol books bv 

magistrates, 930 Proclamation of Donegal under the Crime and Outrage Act, 931 

Extra constables borne by the county of Donegal, in consequence of proclamations, 

931-933 Ground of objection to the employment of the constabulary in the suppres- 

sion of illicit distillation, 934, 935. 951, 952. 

Opinion that the suppression of illicit distillation should be treated in like manner as 

the suppression of crime, 935-940 Necessity for increasing the police force in Donegal, 

941-944 Opinion with respect to the best mode of employing the constabulary in the 

suppression of illicit distillation, 945-947 Opportunities which the constabulary have 

of acquiring information respecting illicit distillation, 948-950 Opinion that the 

employment of the constabulary in connexion with the revenue police would entirely 

destroy their efficiency, 951-954 Constables might be employed in conveying revenue 

prisoners to gaol, 956 Objection to constables interfering in cases of illicit spirits in 

transitu , 957-959 Practice of conveying illicit spirits on horseback from the mountains, 

960 Purchase of illicit spirits by small retailers to mix with their whiskey, 961. 

Functions of the constabulary over shebeen-houses and places where illicit spirits are 

sold, 962-971 Proceedings of the constabulary in cases of detection of illicit spirits 

in shebeen-houses or public-houses, 972-977 Exemption of constables from levying 

of fines and penalties in certain cases, or being employed in levying tithes or rents, 977— 

97g Objection to the constabulary giving information to the revenue police in cases 

of illicit distillation, 980-984 Objection to employing the constabulary in visiting 

registered mills and kilns, 985 Reason of no objection being made to the consta- 

bulary visiting shebeen-houses and public-houses where illicit spirits are sold, 986-997 

Opinion that combining the constabulary with the revenue force would destroy the 

efficiency of both, particularly the constabulary, 998-1001. 

Exposure of the constabulary to the temptation of bribes were they employed in the 

suppression of illicit distillation, 1001, 1002. 1006-1009 How the reward system 

would affect the police were it to be introduced, 1003, 1004 How the moving of con- 

stables from place to place and their concentration at fairs and sessions would be inter- 
fered with were they employed in the suppression of illicit distillation, 1005 No 

reason to believe that the constabulary are more susceptible of corruption than the revenue 

police, 1009 The constabulary partake more of a military organization than the revenue 

police, 1010-1013 Opinion that the constabulary might be employed in transmitting 

revenue prisoners to gaol, 1014-1017. 

f,3* B Customs 
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Customs, Board of. Report of the Board of Customs to the Treasury, dated 27 November 
1834, on the combination of the coast guard with the revenue police in Ireland, App. 
345, 346. See also Coast Guard. 



D. 

Dancer, Amyr aid. (Analysis of his Evidence.)— Second inspector of revenue police, 594, 

595 Counties in which witness has served, 596 Prevalence of illicit distillation in 

Mayo and Donegal, 597-601 — Committal of revenue prisoners, in Mayo, to Castlebar 

gaol, 602, 603 Condition of the revenue police previous to its re-coustvuction by 

Colonel Brereton, 604-608 Acts of Parliament under which the revenue police 

exercise authority, 609-61 1 Class of men in the revenue police holding Excise com- 
missions, 61a, 613 Power of search enjoyed by the revenue police, 614-620 

Proportion of the revenue police force allocated to the county of Donegal, 621-623 . 

Nature of the duties which might be performed by the constabulary rather than by 
the revenue police, 625-929 Rarely that the hand-mill or quern is used for dis- 
tilling purposes in Ireland, 630-632 Advantages of registered mills and kilns beino- 

visited by the constabulary, 633, 634. 

Mode of conveying illicit whiskey by men on horseback, 635-637 Imposing the 

duty upon the constabulary of escorting prisoners would be a great relief to the revenue 

police. 638-640 Objection to ihe employment of 1 lie constabulary in still-hunting, 

641-643 Evils of the shebeen-houses in Ireland ; resort of bad characters thereto, 

644-647 Order issued by Lord Eliot, when chief secretary, to the constabulary, to 

report any information which they may receive about illicit distillation, 648, G49 The 

undivided attention of some force is necessary for the suppression of illicit distillation, 

650-654 Speedy and simple operation of distilling on the part of the private distiller, 

655-658 Impediments to the employment of the constabulary in still-hunting, 659, 

660 Eflect of the additional 8 d. duty on spirits in promoting illicit distillation, 

663-670. 

When illicit distillation is put down in a particular district the peasantry seldom again 

resort to it, 671 Tests hy which the increase or diminution of illicit distillation is 

ascertained, 672 Objections to an amalgamation of the revenue police with the con- 
stabulary, 673-675 Circumstances under which the constabulary might aid the 

revenue officers in the execution of their duties, 676-979 Popularity of the consta- 
bulary force, 680 Additional risk and danger to which the constabulary would be 

exposed were they employed in still-hunting, 681-684 Manner in which still-hunting 

would interfere with the duties of the constabulary at fairs and sessions, 685-689 

Effect of the reward system in stimulating the revenue police to exertion, 690-694 

Opinion that ihe constabulaiy should receive rewards were they employed in like duty 
as the revenue police, 695-703. 

Tendency of the low price of grain to foster illicit distillation, 703-707 Manner in 

which the profits c f illicit distillers are derived, 708-711 The higher the duty, the 

greater inducement, to smuggle, 712 Difference in the price of legal and illegal spirits 

in Inishowen district, 7 J 3-715 Class of persons to whom poteen is usually sold, 

716-720 Extent to which illicit distillation prevails in the county of Leitrim, 721-726 

Large number of persons confined in Lifford gaol for revenue offences, 727, 728. 

Depopulation. See Connemara, Galway. 

Dep6t, Dublin: 

1. Revenue Police. 

2. Constabulary. 

1. Revenue Police : 

Establishment of a depot in Dublin of the revenue police force for the instruction and 
training of recruits, Brereton 40 j Wood 2103, 2104. 

2. Constabulary : 

Advantage of the establishment of the central dep6t of the constabulary force in 

Dublin, Tracey 1305, 1306 Use made of the depdt of the constabulary force in 

Dublin, Sir Duncan AT Gregor 1497, 1498. 

Derry Collection. Decrease of illicit distillation, and steady increase of the duty on spirits 

in the Derry collection. Bird 415-419 Amount of the increase of the workings of the 

two distilleries, and warehoused spirits in Derry in 1852 and 1853, 430-433 

Existence of illicit distillation in the Derry district, Wood 2191-2193. 



Detachments: 
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Detachments : 

1. -Revenue Police. 

2 . Constabulary. 

1 . Revenue Police : 

Strength ot the parties of revenue police usually employed in still-huntin^ in moun- 
tainous and secluded districts, Bird 509-511 ; Coulson 822; Knox 1256; Maclaehlan 

1095-1901 ; Wood 2105 Danger of employing small bodies of men upon still-hunting 

service, Coulson 824 Reason of the still-hunting parties of the revenue police being 
stronger than the patrol parties of the constabulary, Maclaehlan 1914-1916 Objec- 

tion to the reduction of ihe number of detached parties of revenue police, Wood 2206 
2207. 

2. Constabulary; 

Strength of the patrol parties of the constabulary, Maclaehlan 1912, 1913. 

See also Movement of Detachments. 

Detections. Account of detections and seizures made by the revenue police in Ireland in 

the suppression of illicit distillation during the last twenty years, App. 284 Account 

of seizures and detections made by the revenue police from 11 October 1836 to 28 May 

1842, ib. 356 Return showing the number of detections for offences against the laws 

for the suppression of illicit distillation in Ireland, in each year from 1824 to 1852 inclu- 
sive, ib. 363. 

Dillon, Thomas. Evidence of Thomas Dillon taken in respect of the charges preferred 
against Lieutenant Morrissey, of the revenue police, App. 262. 

Discipline .- 

1. Revenue Police. 

2. Constabulary. 

1. Revenue Police: 

Strict system of discipline observed at the dep6t of the revenue police, Brereton 49-52 

Improved discipline of the revenue police force under Colonel Brereton, Wood 2006 

2097. ’ 

2. Constabulary-. 

Strict system of discipline observed in the constabulary force, Knox 1205,1206 

Superiority of the constabulary to the revenue police in point of discipline, Tracey 1392, 

Dismissals. Cases of misconduct of revenue police, involving dismissal from the force 
Barry 354-358 ; Wood 2133-2141. 

Distillation. Speedy and simple operation of distilling on the part of the private distiller 
Dancer 655-658. See also Illicit Distillation. 

Distilleries. Reason of several distillery establishments in Ireland being broken up in the 
years 1839 ar >d 1840, Bird 564. 

Distillery Laws. Enforcement of the distillery laws in Ireland formerly by an irregular 
body of excise police, strengthened by a military force, Rep. iv. 

See also General Superintendence Act. Illicit Distillation Act. 

Disturbances. See Concentration of Forces. Tipperary County. 

Doherty , Richard. Letter from Richard Doherty to Lord Monteagle, enclosing a return 
of the average annual prices of barley and oats in Galway market from 1840 101852 
inclusive, App. 271. 

Dombraine, Sir James. Reluctance of Sir James Domhraine to allow the coast guard to 
co-operate with the revenue police in the suppression of illicit distillation, Wood" 2239. 

Donegal County.- 

1. Illicit Distillation. 

2. Revenue Police. 

3. Constabulary. 

4. Crime and Outrage. 

1. Illicit Distillation; 

Prevalence of illicit distillation in the county of Donegal, Wood g, 10; Dancer $ 97- 

601 ; Cruice 912 Memorial of the high-sheriff and grand juriors of the county of 

Donegal to the Lord Lieutenant against the employment of the constabulary force in the 
suppression of the illicit traffic in spirits in Ireland,' App. 376. 

53 * b 2 2. Revenue 
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Done gal — continued . 

2 . Revenue Police : 

Proportion of the revenue police allocated to the county of Donegal, Brereton 142- 
145; Bird 489-491 ; Dancer 621-623 ; Tracey 1390 ; Mullarchy 1930. 

3. Constabulary : 

Objection to the employment of the constabulary of Donegal in the suppression of 

illicit distillation, Brereton 155-159 Observations on the smallness of the constabulary 

force in the county of Donegal, Bairy 361-363 Amount of the constabulary force 

in the county of Donegal, Barry 393, 394 ; Bird 489-491 ; Hobart 1098-1102 ; Tracey 

1390 Increase of the constabulary of Donegal in consequence of the mistake of a 

drunken priest saying he was shot when he was not, Bird 494-496 Necessity for 

increasing the police force in Donegal, Cruice 941-944 Impossibility of reducing the 

number of constables in Donegal were they charged with the additional duty of sup- 
pressing illicit distillation, Hobart 1 103-1106 Erroneous principle upon which the 

Parliamentary force was originally fixed in the county of Donegal, Maclachlan 1965, 

1966 Inability of the constabulary to undertake the performance of revenue duties in 

in Donegal, Sir Duncan M’ Gregor 2068. 

4. Crime and Outrage : 

Proclamation of part of the county of Donegal under the Crime- and Outrage Act, 

Cruice 930 Number of extra’constables borne on the county of Donegal in consequence 

of the proclamation of that county under the Crime and Outrage Act, Cruice 931-935. 
951, 952 ; Maclachlan 1958-1964. 

See &\&o Lifford Gaol. Ribbon Societies. 

Doyle, Sir F. H. Correspondence between Sir Francis H. Doyle and the Treasury, relative 
to the conduct of Lieutenant Bowerman of the revenue police, Ajrp. 253. 

Drumcollop, Leitrim. Case of an affray between the revenue police and the people at 
Drumcollop, in the county of Leitrim, Tracey 1477-1480. 

Dublin. See Depot, Dublin. 

Dublin Marhet. Account of the average prices of oats and barley in the Dublin market, 
from 1841 to 1852, App. 373. 

Bungarvon. Employment of additional force of constabulary at Dungarvon, on the anni- 
versary of the last 12th July, Coulson 894. 

Duntnanway, Cork. Occasion of illicit distillation breaking out to a most alarming decree 
at Dunmanway, in the county of Cork, Brereton 35. 

Duty on Spirits. The duties on spirits, in Ireland, hare varied from a maximum of 

5 s ; } 1 “• to a minimum of 2s. 4 d., Hep. iv. The increased duty recently imposed on 

spims does not beget illicit distillation, Bird 557-560 Effect of the additional 8 d. 

duty on the price of spirits, ib. 581-586 The higher the duty on spirits, the greater 

the inducement to smuggle, Dancer 712 The duty on spirits amounts to more than 

one fourth or the total revenue collected in Ireland, Wood 2079, 2080. 

See also Additional Duty on Spirits. Charging Duties. Revenue. 

Duty paid Spirits. See Spirits, 1. 



Effective Force. Extent to which the constabulary force would require augmentation were 

the revenue duties cast upon them, Mullarchy 1736-1739 Statement of tile amount 

ot constabulary force employed m each county, county of a cily, and county of a town, 

m, Mand, on ihe 1st of January 1841, App. ego Similar return for tile year ending 

1851 ih^oo ]' lK 205 Similar return for the years ending 1st January 1843 to 

Concentration of the constabulary force of the county ai the lime of elections, 

I racey 1394. See also Clare Election. 

t ? h °S ld be pkced °" the electoral division in which a still was 
detected, to be struck by the Board of Guardians, Barry 395. 

Eliot, Lord. See St. Germans, Earl. 

Emigrants. See Remittances. 

o7'or,!if,! l !i eDCy af *° lessen iUicit distillation. Bird 418, 41 9 Diffi- 

II nvpment hr, a ' ^ ° len °f first-rate character for the constabulary since the emigration 

movement has se, m, Coulson 778 ; Hobart 1 >09-1112 System of young lien on 

the 
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Report, 1852—53 — continued. 

Emigration — continued. 

the constabulary clubbing together to enable their comrades to emigrate, Sir Duncan 

McGregor 1515 Opinion as to the best means of remedying the inconvenience arising 

in the constabulary force from emigration, ib'. 1516-1520.— — See also Recruits. 

England. See Smuggling. 

Escort of Prisoners : 

1. Constabulary. 

2. Revenue Police. 

1. Constabulary : 

Proposed plan of charging the constabulary with the escort of prisoners transmitted 
under the committals of magistrates to the several county and district gaols, Rep. v. ; 
Brereton 87. 108; Barry 373; Bird 516, 517 ; Dancer 638-640; Coulson 789. 794; 
Cruice 1015; Hobart 1045. 1119; Knox 1231 ; Macgregor 1615, 1616; Mullarcliy 1794. 
Maclachlan 1941. 2008; Wood 2261. 2263 Grounds of refusal of the consta- 
bulary to escort revenue prisoners to gaol, Brereton 101-108 Imposing the duty of 

escorting prisoners to gaol upon the constabulary would be a great relief to the revenue 

police, Dancer 638-640 ; Coulson 843,844; Cruice 956. 1014. 1017; Tracy 1331 

Regulations with respect to the constabulary escorting prisoners to gaol, Sir Duncan 

M‘Gregor 1615-1617 Inconvenience of entrusting the constabulary with the escort 

of revenue prisoners to gaol, Hobart 1045-1048. 

2. Revenue Police : 

Great inconvenience arising from the employment of the revenue police to escort 
prisoners to gaol, Brereton 87, 88; Barry 367, 368 ; Coulson 791-793; Knox 1230- 

1238 Waste of time of the revenue police in escorting prisoners to gaol, Machlachlan 

1942-1947. See also Allowances. 

Establishment. See Constabulary, 1. Revenue Police, 2. 

Excise, Board of: 

1. Constahdary. 

2. Revenue Police. 

3. Illicit Distillation. 

1. Constabulary: 

Objection to making the constabulary subservient to the Excise authorities, Tracey 
1374-1378; Sir Duncan M'Gregor 1569-1572. 

2 . Revenue Police : 

Extract from the report of the Commissioners of Excise dated 15 March 1832, on the 
inconvenience of the revenue police going on duty in small detachments, Machlachlan 

1917 -Correspondence between the Commissioners of Excise and the Treasury 

respecting the conduct of Lieutenant Bowerman and the men under his command, App. 

252. 255 Report of the Commissioners of Excise to the Treasury, dated 3 August 

1836, on the revenue police force of Ireland, ib. 271-273. 

3. Elicit Distillation : 

Correspondence between the Board of excise and the Treasury, dated July 1834, and 
May 1835, on the subject of illicit distillation in Ireland, App. 263-267. 



Excise Commissions : 

1 . Power and Authority of Holders. 

2. Revenue Police. 

3. Constabulary. 

1. Power and Authority of Holders : 

Power and authority given to. holders of excise commissions, Barry 219-221 ; 

Machlachlan 1885, 1886; Wood 2121-2126 Any man holding an excise commission, 

or any number of men acting with him as his assistants, have all the power and protec- 
tion given by the Act to all excisemen, ib. 2172. 

2. Revenue Police : 

Obligation on the part of the officers of the revenue police to take out excise com- 
missions, Dairy 215-218 ; Machlachlan 1882-1884; Wood 2118-2120 Class of men 

in the revenue police holding excise commissions, Bird 533; Dancer 613 The 

revenue police would have no power to act without an excise commission, Wood 214a. 

3. Constabulary : 

Excise commissions should be granted to the superior officers of the constabulary, 

Bird 536-543 Objection to intrusting the constabulary with excise commissions, 

Wood 2214, 2215. 
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Excise Duties. See Revenue. 

Excise Laws. Necessity for the police charged with the execution of revenue duties being 
fully acquainted with the excise laws, Wood 2232-2235. 

Excise Officers. Opinion with respect to the excise co-operating with the constabulary in 
putting down the shebeen-houses, Coulson 872-879 — Liability of officers of excise to 
action 5 and damages lor entering premises without sufficient grounds of suspicion, Wood 

2159, 2160 A statement of the numbers and pay of the supervisors and all other 

officers of excise in Ireland, App. 267. See also Gaugers. 

Excise Steamer. Employment of an excise steamer in visiting the islands on the north-west 

of Ireland, where illicit distillation prevails, Brereton 59 ; Maclnchlan 2047,2048 

Great benefits derived from the establishment of an excise steamer on the north-west 
coast of Ireland, Wood 2114-21 17. 

Expenditure : 

1. Constabulary. 

2. Revenue Police. 

1 . Constabulary : 

Statement of the whole expenditure upon the constabulary force of Ireland, in each 
county, county of a city, and county of a town, for the year ended 31st December 1839, 
App. 286; 1840,26.291; 1841,26. 296; 1842,26.301; 1843,26.306; 1844, £6.311; 
1845,26. 316; 1846,26. 321 ; 1847, £6. 326; 1848, £6.330; 1849,26.333; 1850, £6. 336; 
1851, £6. 339. 

2. Revenue Police: 

A statement showing the tolal number of officers and men employed in the revenue 

police in Ireland, and the total expense in each year, from 1824 to 1852, App. 236 

Statement of expenditure of the revenue police in Ireland in suppressing illicit distillation, 
in unproductive seizures and prosecutions, and in rewards for detections, informaiions, 
See., in each year from 1824 to 1852, both inclusive, App. 237. 

Export Trade. See Spirits, 4. 

Extra Constables. How the cost of the extra force of the constabulary in defrayed. Bird 

498 Reason of the counties of Donegal and Tyrone supporting a larger number of 

constables than the number fixed by law, Coulson 880-882 Discontinuance of the 

practice of transferring the constabulary from one county to another ; all extra constables 

are now supplied from the central depot in Dublin, Tracey 1416, 1417 Authority upon 

which the extra constabulary force is awarded to counties in Ireland, Sir Denham 
M‘ Gregor 1583-1585- — Additional number of men required to the constabulary force, to 
enable them to undertake the duty of suppressing illicit distillation, Mullarchy 1 756-1 764. 

See also Donegal County, 4. 



F. 

Pairs and Markets. Attendance of the constabulary at fairs and markets, &c., and at quarter 

and petty sessions, Barry 314 ; Coulson 802; Sir Denham l\I‘ Gregor 1593-1597 

Manner in which still-lnmting would interfere with the duties of the constabulary at fairs, 

Dancer 6 85-689 Necessity of the constabulary appearing with a commanding force at 

fairs, Mullarchy 1740-1744. 

False Information. Supply of false information to the revenue police by parties engaged 
in illicit distillation, Maclachlan 2001. 

False Returns. Instances of officers of revenue police making false returns respecting the 
number of miles walked, Tracey 1471-1474. 

Farmers. See Small Farmers. 



Females. Employment of Females in carrying on illicit distillation, Knox 1165. 

Ferrall, Fergus. Copy Minutes of Evidence taken in respect to the charges preferred by 
Mr. Fergus Ferrall, chief constable of police, against Mr. Michael Morrissey, lieutenant 
of revenue police, at Castlebar, on the 23d, 24th and 25th July 1833, App. 257—262. 

Fines and Penalties. Manner in which the still fines levied on electoral divisions should 

be appropriated, Barry 398 Exemption of the constabulary from levying fines or 

recognizances under the 6 Sc 7 Viet., c. 56, Coulson 850-856 ; Cruice 977 ; Tracey 1342, 
*343 -Opinion that the whole of the exemptions with regard to the constabulary 
levying fines and penalties and collection of tithes and rents should be repealed, Sir 
D uncun Gregor 1639-1644. 

See also Electoral Divisions. Townland Fines. 

Fire 
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Fire-arms. Power of the revenue police anrl officers of Excise to use fire-arms when 

obstructed in the execution of their duties, Barry 238, 239,- Coulsan 902 Power of 

the Excise officers to carry fire-arms and use them without the presence of a civil magis- 
trate, Bird 547-549. n 

Flour. See American Flour. 

Forces. See Amalgamation of Forces. Combination of Forces. 

Forcible Entry. Power of excise officers to enter premises upon suspicion and seize sus- 
pected spirits. Wood 2161, 2162. See also Breaking Open Doors. 

Forged Documents. Case at Foynes, in the county of Limerick, of a publican forging docu- 
ments in order to screen the constabulary charged with illicit intercourse in spirits, Sir 
Duncan M‘ Gregor 1652. 

Forges. See Smiths’ Forges. 

Foster, George. Letter from George Foster, esq., mayor of Londonderry, to Lord 
Monleagle, enclosing a return of the annual average prices of oats and barley at London- 
derry, from 1840 to 1852 inclusive, App. 370. 

Freeling, J. C. Correspondence between J. C. Freeliug, Esq., and the Irish Government 
respecting the conduct of Lieutenant Bowerman of the revenue police, and the men 

under his command, App. 248, 249 Letter from J. C. Freeling, Esq., to Mayor 

Brenton, dated 29 August 1836, authorising the reorganisation of the revenue police of 
Ireland, ib. 273, 274. 

Fuel. Tendency of abundance of fuel to foster illicit distillation, Tracey 1401. 

See. also Turf. 



G. 

Gallagher, Honora. Evidence of Honora Gallagher, taken in respect of the charges pre- 
ferred against Lieutenant Morrissey of the revenue police, App. 259. 

Gallen, Barony Mayo. Prevalence of illicit distillation in this district, Knox 1164. 

Galway Market. List of the prices of oats and barley in the Galway Market, from 1840 to 
1852, App, 371. 

Gaugers. Want of power of officers, of excise called gaugers, to deal with shebeen-houses, 

Brercton 82-86 Unpopularity of the gaugers of the excise with the country people in 

Ireland, Sir Duncan M‘ Gregor 1645. 

General Management Act. Nature of the provisions of the General Management Act, 7 & 
8 Geo. 4, c. 53, for the suppression of illicit distillation, Wood 2144-2154. 

See also Carr, Mr. Illicit Distillation Act. 

General Orders. Extract from General Orders for the guidance of the troops in affording 
aid to the civil power, and to the revenue department in Ireland, 1845, App, 375. 

Gin. Use of green vitrol or sulphate of iron by the London publicans in making up gin. 
Bird 457. 

Glenties District, Donegal. Prevalence of illicit distillation in Glenties district of the 
county of Donegal, Cruice 911. 

Gortin District. Prevalence of illicit distillation in the Gortin district of the county of 
Donegal, Bird 412-434; Coulson 762.782. 

Gosset, Sir William. Correspondence between Sir William Gossel and the Commissioners 
of Excise in the case of Lieutenant Bowerman, of the revenue police, and the men under 
his command, App. 242-249. 

Grains. Use made of the grains of the distillery in feeding milcli cows, Barry 731-734. 

Defence set up by people when arrested in a private still-house, that they cameto 

purchase grains, ib. 735-739. 

Graves, Samuel. Correspondence between Samuel Graves, inspector of revenue police, and 
the Commissioners of Excise, respecting the conduct of Lieutenant Bowerman and the 
men under his command, App. 244. 

Grinding Com. Process of grinding corn for illicit purposes, Barry 272, 273 ; Bird 478, 
479. See also Mills and Kilns. 

Growth of Corn. Growth of grain in secluded mountain districts for the purposes of illicit 
distillation. Bird 477. 

53. b 4 Hand-mill' 
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H. 

Hand-mill. Rarely that the hand-mill or quern is used for distilling purposes in Ireland, 
Dancer 630-632. 

Hardin ve, Sir Henry . Letter from Sir Henry Hardings to the Hon. J. Stewart, dated 
24 January, with detailed statement from inspector-general of police in Munster, for 
rendering the revenue police more efficient, App. 351, 352. 

Harvests. How a good or bad harvest affects the increase or diminution of illicit distil- 
lation, Barry 344-347. 

Harvey, Sir John. Letter from Sir John Harvey to the Right honourable E. J. Littleton, 
dated 20 October 1834, relative to the employment of the constabulary force in Ireland 
in suppressing illicit distillation, App. 348, 349. 

Head-money. Objection to head-money rewards and capture-money being given to the 
constabulary, Sir Duncan M‘ Gregor 1627-1633. 

Heyland, Thomas. Evidence of Thomas Heyland, taken in respect of the charges pre- 
ferred against Lieutenant Morrissey, of the revenue police, App. 260. 

Hiding Places. Activity of the revenue police in discovering the secret hiding places of 
the Smugglers engaged in illicit distillation, Barry 231. 

Highlands of Scotland. Suppression of illicit distillation in the highlands and islands of 
Scotland, Wood 2182-2186. 

Hobart, Patrick. (Analysis of his Evidence.)— County inspector of Donegal, 1018 

Duties of county inspector of constabulary, 101 g Duties of sub-inspectors and first 

and second class head-constables, 1020-1026 State of efficiency and discipline of the 

constabulary force, 1027-1029 Mode of punishment of constables for misconduct, 

1030, 1031 System of rewards for good conduct in the constabulary, 1032-1036 

Objection to the constabulary receiving pecuniary rewards except for special service, 

1037-1039 Other counties in which witness has served besides Donegal, 1040, 1,041 

State of demoralization of the population in the districts in which illicit distillation 

prevails, 1042, 1043 Opinion with respect to the employment of the constabulary in 

the suppression of smuggling, 1044 Inconvenience of entrusting the constabulary with 

the escort of revenue prisoners to gaol, 1045-1048. 

Reason of the constabulary ceasing to convey revenue prisoners to gaol, 1 049-1054 — ■— 
Objection to employing the constabulary in stopping and examining illicit spirits in 

transitu, 1055-1057 Perfect good understanding at present prevailing between, the 

peasantry of the country and the constabulary, 1058-1064 Duties of constables to 

visit public-houses and shebeen-houses where illicit spirits are sold without a license, 

1065-1075 Liability of shebeen-house keepers to penalties for allowing tippling or 

drinking in the house, 1071-1088 Resort of bad characters to shebeen-houses, 1089 

Cases of misconduct of shebeen-house keepers in which the constabulary are autho- 
rized to interfere, 1090-1094— — The constabulary have no authority to stop or seize 

illicit spirits in transitu, 1095-1097 Present strength of the constabulary force in 

Donegal, and ground of the increase, 1098-1102. 

Impossibility of reducing the number of constables in Donegal, were they charged with 
the additional duty of suppressing illicit distillation, 1103-1106 Reason why a combi- 

nation of the constabulary with the excise force in Donegal would be unpopular, 1107, 

1108 Difficulty of obtaining the same class of men for the constabulary since the 

large emigration took place, 1109-1112 Objection to the employment of constables in 

stopping spirits in transitu, 1113-1118 Strict obedience paid by the constabulary to 

the authority of magistrate’s warrant, 1119 Duties of the constabulary with respect 

to giving information to the revenue police respecting illicit distillation, 1120-1 132. 1 144- 

1147 Opinion that illicit distillation cannot be carried on in any district without its 

coming to the knowledge of the constabulary, 1133. 

Form in which information is conveyed by the constabulary to the revenue police of 

the existence of illicit distillation, 1134-1 153 Endeavour of the illicit distillers to 

conceal as much as possible from the constabulary that smuggling is going on, 1154 

The constables are never brought forward as witnesses in cases where information 

has been furnished by them of illicit distillation, 1155, 1156. 

Horses. See Conveyance of Spirits. 

Humphries, Mr. Knowledge of Mr. Humphries, Lord Abercorn’s agent, of the state of 
illicit distillation in the north of Ireland, Bird 590, 591. 

Hydrometer. See Sykes's Hydrometer. 
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Report, 1852-53 — continued. 



Illicit Distillation : 



I. 



1. Decrease of Smuggling. 

2 . By whom and where curried on. 

3. Causes tending to Promotion of Illicit Distillation. 

*4. Demoralizing Effects of Illicit Distillation. 

5. Interference of the Constabulary. 

0. Papers laid before the Committee. 

1. Decrease of Smuggling: 

The opportunities for illicit distillation and fraud have very much diminished in Ireland 

of late. Rep. iv ; Wood 2088 Prevalence of illicit distillation in Ireland in 1842 and 

1843, Barry 348-350 Opinion, that illicit distillation cannot be carried on to any 

great extent provided the revenue police and officers of excise fulfil their duties, Bird 

572-577 Decrease of illicit distillation in Ireland within the last ten years, Wood 

208S. . 

2. By whom and where carried on : 

Class of persons usually engaged in illicit distillation and localities in which it is 

principally carried on, Brereton 59 ; Con Ison 781, 782 Advantagetaketf by smugglers 

in carrying on their trade in the absence of the revenue police, Barry 316 Illicit 

^distillation prevails mainly in the north and west of Ireland, ib. 364 Illicit distil- 
lation is very much confined to particular districts and counties, Tracey 1272,1273 

I’revalenqe of illicit distillation in the counties of Clare and Galway and the northern 

parts of Limerick and Tipperary, Tracey 1286-1288 Seldom that illicit distillation is 

carried on in any fixed spot, ib. 1298, 1299. 



3. Causes tending to Promotion of Illicit Distillation : 

Increase of illicit distillation in 1842, when the increased duty on spirits took place, 

Brereton 94-98 Nature of the particular circumstances that usually stimulate illicit 

distillation, Burry 344-347 Period of the year when illicit distillation is most pre- 
valent in Ireland, Bird 587, 58S ; Maclach/an 2061 Tests by which the increase or 

diminution of illicit distillation is ascertained, Dancer 6 72 How the. prices of corn and 

the state of the weather operate on the increase and diminution of illicit distillation, Knox 

1219-1222 Causes which tend to promote illicit distillation in Ireland, Tracey 

1401-1407. 



4. Demoralizing Effects of Illicit Distillation : 

• Demoraliziim effect of illicit distillation as regards the habits of the people, Cruice 

954-916 ; Hobart 1042, 1043; Knox 1 165 The people do not consider lhey commit 

any moral offence in making illicit spirits, Tracey 1348-1349. 



5. Interference of the Constabulary : 

State of the law with regard to the constabulary interfering in cases of illicit distil- 
lation, Barry 287-290 Opinion that illicit distillation cannot be effectually carried on 

in .any place, without it coming v the knowledge of the constabulary, Hobart 1 133 

lVobahle effect on the force of employing the constabulary in the suppression of 

illicit distillation, ib. 1044 The constabulary should be empowered to take into 

custody an illicit distiller, the same as a highwayman or coiner, Tracey 1430 Illicit 

distillation might lie suppressed by the constabulaiy, without the aid of the revenue police, 
M a/larchy \ 804 , 1 805. 

6. Papers luid before the Committee : 

Statement of the expenditure in Ireland in suppressing illicit distillation in each year, 

from 1824 to 1852, App. 237 Analysis of convictions before justices of peace in 

Ireland .for illicit distillation, &c. in each year, from 1836 to 1844 inclusive, ib. 241 

Coriespotnlence relative to illicit distillation, Ireland, ib. 263 Extract from the 

Minutes of Evidence taken before the Select Committee of the House ol Commons in 
1842, on the spirit trade, Ireland, rejecting illicit distillation, ib. 353 - 36t~ — Report ot 
Mr. Logie and Mr. Steel on illicit distillation and the revenue police in Ireland, 7th 
August 1 S33 ; ib. 364-368. 

See also Apparatus. Bad Harvests. Committals. Constabulary. Convic- 
tions. Crime. Detections. Donegal County, 1. Females. Fuel. 
General Management Act. Information. Military. North of Ireland. 
Price of Corn. Private Stills. Profit. Still-hunting. Suppression of 
Illicit Distillation. Utensils. Writs of Assistance. 



Illicit Distillation Act. Opinion that the Illicit Distillation Act might be made much more 
effective than it is by being released from the control of the general superintendence 

Act of the Excise, Barry 747-751 Nature of the powers given the revenue police 

under the Illicit Distillation Act, Maclach/an 1989, 1990. 

50. C Illicit 
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Report, 1852-53 — continued. 



Illicit Spirits. Purchase of illicit spirits bv small retailers to mix with their whiskey, 

Cruice 961- Proceedings of the constabulary in cases of detection of illicit spirits in 

shebeen-houses or public-houses, ib. 972-977 Objection to destroying illicit spirits 

on the spot where found, Maclachlan 1921, 1922 Discontinuance of the sale by the 

Excise, of illicit spirits when seized, Wood 2163-2165 Calculation as to the cost of 

manufacture of illicit spirits, ib. 2320. 

See also Poteen. Profit. Shebeen-houses. Spirits, 3. W/nshky. 

Indorsing Permits. Advantages accruing from the practice of indorsing permits of spirits 
in transit from place to place, Wood 2270, 2271. 

Information. Suggestions for the more effectual employment of the constabulary in obtain- 
ing, and furnishing to the revenue police, information of all illegal practices in the 
manufacture of malt and of spirits, Rep. v; Brere.ton 77, 78. 167, 168; Barry 321,- 
Dancer 648, 649; Coulson 808-818; Cruice 980-983 ; M‘ Gregor 1612. 1619. 1622; 

Mutlarchy 1717-1721 ; Maclachlan 1948-1952. 2010; Wood 2252 Occ asion of the 

Government of the day issuing an order to the constabulary to communicate any infor- 
mation respecting illicit distillation to the revenue police, Brereton 78 ; Dancer 648, 649 
Opportunities which the constabulary possess of obtaining information of illicit dis- 
tillation being carried on, Brereton 122-134 Advantage of requiring the constabulary 

to give information to the revenue police of the existence of illicit distillation, Barry 

. 321^-323 How far the popularity of the constabulary would be affected were it 

known they gave information to the revenue police, ib. 326-328 Manner in which 

information of the existence of illicit stills is at present conveyed by the constabulary to 
the revenue police, Barry 329-335 ; Coulson 806-810; Hobart 1122; Knox 1241-1248; 

Mullavchy 1711-1716; Maclachlan 2010-2012 Opinion that it would render the 

constabulary very unpopular were they to give information to the revenue police of the 
existence of illicit distillation, Coulson 818-820. 

Opportunities which the constabulary have of acquiring information respecting the 

existence of illicit distillation, Cruice 948-950 Duties of the constabulary with 

respect to giving information to the revenue police respecting illicit distillation, Hobart 

1120-1132. 1144-1147 Copy of order issued 10 the constabulary 21st September 

1842 with respect to their giving information to the revenue officers of the existence of 
private stills. Sir Duncan M l Gregor 1618, 1619 Reason of the order being disre- 
garded by the constabulary, ib. 1620-1626 Disinclination of the people to afford any 

information that might lead to the detection of illicit distillation, Mutlarchy 1709 

Manner in which the constabulary usually obtain information of illicit distillation, ib. 
1711-1716— — Manner in which the constabulary might be of service to tile revenue 
police in giving information, Maclachlan 1948-1952 Advantages which the con- 

stabulary possess over the revenue police in obtaining information of illicit practices, ib. 

1953-1957 The constabulary should convey information to the nearest revenue 

police office, Maclachlan 2013-2020; Wood 2251. 

See also False Information. 

Inishowen Barony. Prevalence of illicit distillation in the barony of Inishowen, Bird 412 
Opportunities afforded for carrying on illicit distillation in Inishowen district, ib. 434. 

Inland Revenue Board. Correspondence between the Board of Inland Revenue and the 
constabulary department in Ireland on the subject of the sale of spirits in unlicensed 
houses, Wood 2244. 

Inspector-general of Constabulary. Importance of a superintending authority or chief 
being placed over the constabulary force in Ireland, Sir Duncan M‘ Gregor 1487-1489. 

See also M‘ Gregor, Sir D uncun. 

Inspectors of Revenue Police. Nature of the particular duties confided to the inspectors of 
revenue police, Barry 191. 

Instruction to Officers. A new code of instruction would be required to enable the con- 
stabulary to enforce the revenue laws, Mutlarchy 1 807, 1808 Orders for the guidance 

of officers and others in each rank of the revenue police, App. 280 Extract of instruc- 

tions issued by the Commissioners of Excise to certain officers of the revenue in 
general orders of the 1st March 1845, ib. 376, 377. 

Irish. Disinclination of the lower orders of Irish to molest officers in the discharge of their 
duties, Brereton 121 ; Bird 512 ; Sir Duncan M‘ Gregor 1641. 

Islattds. Existence of illicit distillation on the Islands in the north-west coast of Ireland, 

• Brereton 59- — Difficulties experienced in the suppression of illicit distillation in the 
Islands on the north-west coast, of Irelund previous to the establishment of the excise 
steamer, Barry 744-746 ; Wood 2239, 2240. 
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Report, 1852-53 — continued. 



J. 

James, Sub-Inspector. Complaint of sub-inspector James, of the constabulary, against the 
supervisor of the revenue department, stationed at Newry, Wood 2244. 



K. 

Kelly, Hugh. Evidence of Hugh Kelly taken in respect of the charges preferred against 
Lieutenant Morrissey of the revenue police, App. 258. 

Kennedy, Colonel Shaw. Occasion of Colonel Shaw Kennedy being applied to, to allow 
the constabulary to give information to the revenue police in cases of illicit distillation, 
Brereton 7 7. 

Kilns. Description of the kilns at which illicit malt is manufactured, Barry 275, 276 
The constabulary should be empowered to destroy all unregistered kilns, ib. 286. 

See also Mills and Kilns. 

Kilrush, Clare. Prevalence of illicit distillation in the neighbourhood of Kilrush, county 
of Clare, Tracey 1468; Mullarchy 1842. 

Knox, George. (Analysis of his Evidence.) — Resident magistrate in the county of Sligo, 

1157-1161 Districts in which witness has previously served, 1160-1163 Baronies 

in Sligo and Mayo in which illicit distillation prevails, 1164 System of demoraliza- 
tion to which illicit distillation leads, 1165 Co-operation of the local magistrates with 

the resident magistrate in petty sessions in putting down illicit distillation, 1167-1 170 

How illicit distillation proves injurious to landlords, 1171, 1172 General 

efficient state of the constabulary force in Ireland, 1173-1176 No record of the 

patrol duty is kept by the Sligo bench, 1177 Nature of the duties required of the 

constabulary, 1178-1180 Manner in which the patrolling duty is performed, 1181- 

1186 General good feeling existing between the country people and the constabulary, 

1184-1190. 

Opinion that the patrols of constabulary are too small at present, 1192-1194 

Strength of the Parliamentary establishment of constables in Sligo, 1195-1200 

Existence of illicit distillation in the barony of Tyreragh, 1201-1204 Strict system 

of discipline in the constabulary force, 1205-1206 Manner in which still-hunting is 

conducted by the revenue police, 1208-1210 Manner in which a combination of duty 

between the constabulary and the revenue police for the suppression of illicit distillation 

might be effected, 1211-1229 Increase of illicit distillation in Sligo and Mayo during 

the last winter, 1217, 1218 How the prices of corn and the state of the weather 

operate on the increase or diminution of illicit distillation, 1219-1222. 

Inconvenience of the revenue police being employed in escorting prisoners to gaol ; the 

constabulary might be advantageously employed in this duty, 1230-1238 Manner in 

which the constabulary act in cases of detection of parties conveying illicit whiskey, 

1233-1237 Duties of constables with regard to giving information to revenue police 

of the existence of illicit distillation, 1241-1248 There would be no jealousy on the 

part of the peasantry towards the constabulary was the suppression of illicit distilla- 
tion placed on the force as a duty, 1249-1254 -Strength of the party of revenue 

police when engaged in still-hunting, 1256 A better feeling on the part of the 

people towards the constabulary and revenue police exists now than formerly, 1257. 

Opinion that the constabulary could co-operate with the revenue police without any 

injury to the force, 1260 The constabulary should consider it their duty to stop and 

examine spirits in transitu, 1261, 1262 Opinion that it would be very injurious to 

employ the constabulary in the collection of rents or tithes, or the enforcement of the 
game laws, 1263 No occasion for any increase of the present force, were the consta- 

bulary charged with the duty of stopping spirits in transitu, 1265. 



L. 

Landlords. Manner in which illicit distillation proves injurious to landlords, Knox 1171, 
1 172. 

Leinster, Province of. Return of the names and number of counties in the province of 
Leinster in which parties of revenue police are stationed, Maclachlan 1866. 

Leitrim County. Extent to which illicit distillation prevails in the county of Leitrim, 
Dancer 721-726. 

Lewis, George Comewall. Letter from George Cornewall Lewis, Esq., to the Commis- 
sioners of Inland Revenue, relative to the illicit sale of spirits in Ireland, Wood 2244* 

53. c 2 Lieutenants. 
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Lieutenants. Class of persons From whom the lieutenants of the revenue police arc chosen, 
Mullarcliy 1811. 1.813; Maclachlan 1868-1873; Wood 2107,2108 Orders for the 

: guidance of lieutenants of revenue police, App. 281, 282. 

Levingston, William. Evidence of William Lsvinnston, Esq., taken in respect to ■ tlie 
charges preferred against Lieutenant Michael Morrissey, of the revenue police, App. 262. 

Leyny Barony, Sligo. Prevalence of illicit, distillation in this district, Knox 1164. 

Licensed Maltsters. Cases in which malt is obtained from licensed maltsters for illicit 
purposes, Bird'll. 

Lifford Gaol, Donegal. Inconvenience of sending revenue prisoners to Lifford gaol from 

the far stations of the revenue police in Donegal, Dairy 367, 368 Extent of the’ 

accommodation for prisoners in the gaol of Lifford : occasion of Government sending 
down an order to discharge the revenue prisoners from Lifford gaol, ill. 379-384 — - — 
Large number of persons confined in Lifford gaol for revenue offences, Dancer 727, 728.- 

Litlleton, Right Honourable E. J. Letter from ilie Right honourable E. J. Littleton to the 
Honourable J. Stewart, relative to the employment of constabulary force in Ireland in 

. suppressing illicit distillation, App.' 347, 348. 

Local Rates. Objection to constituting as a local charge the cost of collection of Her 

. Majesty’s revenue, Bird 499, 500 Any increase of the constabulary for revenue pur- 

poses would be rendered a local expense to the counties, Coulson 883. 

Loch, Mr., in. p. Exertions of'Mr. Loch, the agent of the Countess Duchess of Sutherland, 
in suppressing illicit distillation in the Highlands’ of Scotland, Wood 2182. 

Logie, Mr. Report of Mr. Logie and Mr. Steel on illicit distillation and the revenue police 
in Ireland, dated 7 August 1833, App. 364-368. • . . 

Londonderry County. Memorial of the high ‘sheriff and grand jury of the county of 

. Londonderry to the Lord Lieutenant, against the employment of the constabulary police 
in ihe suppression of the illicit traffic in spirits in Ireland, App. 374. 

Londonderry Market. Return of the annual average prices of oats and barlev at London- 
derry, from 1840 to 1852 inclusive, App. 370. 

Lord Lieutenant. Power of the Lord Lieutenant to increase the Parliamentary establish- 
ment of constables when found inadequate, Bird 497. 



r. . .. , ; ■ *m. , • : ’ f • 

J\I‘ Carter, John. Evidence' of John M ‘Carter, taken in respect of the charge preferred 
against Lieutenant Morrissey of the revenue police, App. 261, 262. . 

M‘Dunell, John. Evidence' of John M‘Dunell taken in respect of the charge preferred 
. against Lieutenant Morrissey of the revenue police, App. 260. _ 

M'Faden alias Moran, Sibby. ‘Evidence of Sihby M'Faden, alias Moran, ’taken -in 
respect of the charge preferred against Lieutenant Morrissey of the revenue police, App. 
259,^260. - - • ‘ / 1 > .... 

M Gregor, .Major- General Sir Duncan. (Analysis of his Evidence.) — Inspector-general of 
constabulary in Ireland, 1481-1483 State 'of the constabulary force iu lreland pre- 

vious to the appointment of General Shaw Kennedy to the office of' IriSpeCtoi-geh. ral, 
1484-1486 — —Importance of a superintending authority or chief Ifeing placed Over the 
constabulary in Ireland, 1487-1489^— Present amo'unf of the con’stabiil.i rv force, 1490- 

• 1 493 — : — How t the .force is distributed, 1494— L — The main ten itii e'e * 0 f 1 the 1 moveable 

character of the constabulary, is of great public ’importance, Strength of 

the reserved force, 1496-1501 — — Use made of' the depot in’ Dublin, 1497, 1 498 

Manner in which the recruiting is conducted, 1499-1503 Concentration of a large 

force of the constabulary in Tipperary at the time of the movement in that countv, as also 
in Clare during the last election, 1505. •*- 

, i .Class of persons who are usually candidates for admission into the constabulary, 1 506- 
1508 No inquiry is made as to the religion of the person recommended until ad- 
mitted, 1509-1512 — —Extreme difficulty experienced in reciuiling for the constabulary 

since the tide of emigration has set in from Ireland, 1513, 1514. 1531 System of 

young men clubbing together to enable their comrades to emigrate, 151 5 Opinion as 

to the best means of remedying the inconvenience arising from emigration, 1516-1520 

Enormous remittances of emigrants in America to their relatives at home, 1521 

Pay and allowances of constables, 1522-1530 Disposal of the forte, 1532-— -Objec- 

tion to employing officers and men in the counties to. which they belonged, 1533-1530 

— - General good disposition of the people towards the. coiutabulary, 1537, 1 53 ^ 

High state of discipline and efficiency of the Irish constabulary, 1539. 

Excellence 
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M‘ Gregor, Major-General Sir Duncan. (Analysis of his Evidence) — continued.. 

Excellence of the conduct of the constabulary as witnesses in courts of justice, 1540 

Reluctance of the Irish to interfere with a constable, in the discharge of his duty, 1541 

• — —Nature of the patrol service of the constabulary, and how performed, 1542-1551 

Number of men at each police station, 1543. 1553 Obligation on thepart of the consta- 
bulary to attend totheordeisof the local magistracy, 1554-1562 Opinion with respect 

to making the constabulary auxiliary to the prevention of inland smuggling in spirits and 

the suppression of illicit distillation, 1563-1568 Objection to making the constabulary 

subsen ient to the excise authorities, 1569-1572 Degree of authority exercised by the 

magistrates over the constabulary, 1570-1573 How the combination of the revenue 

police with the constabulary would operate in a county like Donegal, 1574. 

Extra constables allocated to the barony of Raphoe, 1580-1582 Authority upon 

which an extra force is awarded, 1583-1585 There would be no additional taxation 

for the purposes of the constabulary were they employed for revenue purposes, 1586 

The revenue police might be dispensed with in the event of the constabulary undertaking 

their duties, 1587 Opinion that the constabulary are quite capable of performing the 

duties of the revenue police, 158S-1590 Knowledge derived by ihe constabulary of 

the quantity of corn grown, and how disposed of, from being employed in taking the 

statistical returns of the crops, 159'. Attendance of the constabulary at fairs and 

quarter and petty sessions, 1593-1597 Risk of the constabulary engendering the ill 

feeling of the country people were they employed in protecting the revenue, 1598-1603. 
Suggestion with respect to making illicit distillation a misdemeanour by law, 1605, 

1606 Power of the revenue police to break open doors and search houses for 

spirits without warrant, 1607 The constabulary require a magistrate’s warrant, 1608- 

1611 Suggestions lor enabling the constabulary to undertake excise duties without 

the interference of the excise board or the excise officer, 1612-1614 Regulation with 

respect to the constabulary escorting revenue prisoners to gaol, 1615-1617— — Allowance 

to the constabulary for escorting revenue prisoners, 1616 Copy of order issued to ihe 

constabulary, dated 21st September 1842, with respect to their giving information to the 

•revenue officers of the existence of private stills,' 1618, 1619 -Reason of the order 

being' disregarded by the constabulary, 1620-1626 System 'of rewards given in the 

constabulary force; objection to head-money rewards and capture-money being given 10 
the constabulary, 1627-1633. . , 

Opinion with respect to the employment of the constabulary on still-bunting duties, 

1634, 1635 Exemption of the constabulary from levying fines and penalties in certain 

. cases, or the collection of tithes or rents, 1636 — -Opinion that the whole of these 

. exemptions should be repealed, 1639-1644 Unpopularity of gaugers, 1645 Objec- 

tion to the employment of the military in still-hunting, 1648-: — Opportunities offered 

the constabulary of procuring whiskey were they so, disposed, 1649-1651 Case at 

- Foynes, in the county of Limerick, of a publican forging documents in order to protect 

the constables charged with illicit practices, 1652; Duty of the constabulary with 

regard to visiting shebeen-houses and public-houses in which illicit spirits are sold, 1653- 
1657. ' ■. : ‘ ’ » ' 

1 ‘Defective si ate of the law with regard to constables visiting shebeen-houses, and 

manner in 1 which the ends of justice are defeated, 1658-1661 Great importance of an 

-• uniformity of system amongst the constabulary force, 1662-1664 — ■ How far the uni- 
fortnity of system would be disarranged by charging the constabulary with the suppres- 

• sion ot’ illicit distillation, 1665-1672 Risk of being able to recruit the constabulary 

service were the revenue duties imposed upon the force, 1673-1676 It is supposed 

by many that illicit distillation would be greatly diminished, if not altogether cease/were 

the constabulary charged with the duty of suppressing it,- 1677 Opinion of witness in 

favour of leaving the constabulary force as they are, without amalgamation with the 
revenue police, 1678-1683. • • < . • 

Desire of witness and the officers of the constabulary to co-operate with Government 

; : iii carryinw out their views, 1 679 ^-Opinion that the proposed alteration cannot be 

cafri&d into effect without an' Act of Parliament, as the constabulary are expressly pro- 
hibited by law at present from interfering, 1684. ' '/ , 

MGreaor, Sir Duncan. Occasion of application being made to Colonel Macgregor to 
allow the constabulary to give information to the revenue police when illicit distillation 

was beino- carried on, Brereton 77 Correspondence between Sir Duncan M‘ Gregor 

-. -and the Board of Inland Revenue upon the subject of the sale of spirits in unlicensed 
. -houses, Wood 2244. . , 

Maclachlan; Colonel Alexander, and Major-General Sir Duncan Macgregor. (Analysis 
of their* Evidence.)— Office of chief inspector" of revenue police in Ireland held by 

Colonel Maclachlan, 1853 Condition of the * revenue police in 1846, when Colonel 

Brereton ceased to 'command that force, 1856-1858 Duties of the chief inspector of 

1 ' revenue police, "i 859— Number of counties in Ireland without revenue police, 1862- 
’ rSffi—— Return of the names and number of counties in the province 0 1 Munster, m 
53. c 3 which 
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Maclaclilan, Col. A. and Major-Gen. Sir D. Macgregor. (Analysis, &c.)~ continued. 

which parties of revenue police are stationed, 1865, p. 79 Similar returns for Leinster, 

Connaught, and Ulster, 1865, p. 80 Class of persons from whom the officers of ihe 

revenue police are selected, 1868-1873 No difficulty as yet in recruiting for the 

revenue police, 1874-1876 Class of people taken as recruits; qualifications required 

for the service, 1877-1879 Manner in which the revenue police is divided, 1880 

Pay of the revenue police as compared with the constabulary, 1881 Obligation on 

the part of the officers to take out excise commissions, 1882-1884. 

Extent of the powers given under an excise commission, 1885, 1886 No writ of 

assistance, calling on the military for aid, has been resorted to since the appointment of 

the present chief inspector, 1887-1889 Circumstances under which a military officer 

in command would be justified in giving assistance to the revenue police, 1890-1897 

Strength of the detachments of the revenue police, 1898-1901 General older issued 

from the Horse Guards, prescribing the strength of the military force to be employed in 

execution of revenue duties, 1902-19144 Still-hunting subversive of military discipline, 

1905-1907 Discontinuance of the issue of writs of assistance, 1908, 1909 Power 

of the excise of claiming military assistance if a case demanded it, 1910, 1911 

Strength of constabulary detachments, 1912, 1913 Reason of the parties of revenue 

police being stronger than those of the constabulary, 1914-1916. 

Extract from Report of Commissioners of Excise, dated 15 March 1832, on the incon- 
venience of the revenue police going on duty in small detachmenls, 1917 Duty of 

the revenue police to carry all seizures of illicit spirits, stills, &c. to head-quarters, 1920 
Objection to destroying illicit spirits where found, 1921, 1922 Difficulty attend- 
ing the transit of seizures to head-quarters, 1923 Opinion with respect to calling in 

the aid of the constabulary for the transpoitai ion of seizures of illicit spirits, &c., 1926- 

1928 Strength of the revenue police in Donegal, 1930 The revenue police force 

is not capable of reduction even with the aid of the constabulary, 1931, >932 

Employment of the revenue police in escorting prisoners to gaol, 1933-1940 Employ- 
ment of cats in the conveyance of prisoners to gaol, 1 942-1 944 Waste of time in 

conveying prisoners long distances, 1945-1947 Manner in which the constabulary 

might be of service to the revenue police force by giving information, 1948-1952. 

Advantages which the constabulary possess over the revenue police of obtaining informa- 
tion, 1953-1957 Amount of the extra constabulary force in the county of Donegal, 

1958-1964 Prevalence of Ribbonisrn in Donegal, 1959 Erroneous principle upon 

which tiie Parliamentary establishment of constables was originally fixed in Donegal, 

1965, 1966 The province of Munster has nearly double the number of constables 

that they have in the province of Ulster, 1967-1970 How the revenue police indi- 
rectly assist the constabulary (orcein maintaining the public peace, 1972, 1973 Simi- 
larity of the training and organisation of the two forces, 1974-1977 Power of the 

revenue police to stop parties conveying spirits without a legal permit, 1978-1981 

Naiure of the powers given the revenue police under their excise commission, 1982- 

1988 Powers given the revenue police, under the Illicit Distillation Act, of breaking 

• open doors in search of illicit spirits, 1989, 1990. 

Objection to a consolidation of the revenue police and constabulary; opinion that the 

two forces should be kept distinct, 1991-2002 Supply of false information to the 

revenue police by persons engaged in illicit distillation, 2001 Manner in .which the 

constabulary might render efficient service to the revenue police, 2004-2007 Advan- 
tage of employing the constabulary to escort revenue prisoners to gaol, 2008, 2009 

Manner in which information is at present conveyed to the revenue police by the consia- 

bulary, aoio-2012 Opinion that the information should be conveyed to the nearest 

revenue police officer by the constabulary, 2013-2020 Importance of all actual orders 

being conveyed to the revenue force through their own officers only, 2021-2023 

Power of officer of revenue police to seize illicit malt found in mills and kilns, 2024 

Opinion with respect to entrusting the constabulary with like authority over mills and 
kilns, 2025 -2030. 

Power should be given to the constabulary to stop and examine suspected spirits in 

transit, 2031-2037 Duties of supervisors and gaugers of excise to visit mills, 2038- 

2041 The visits of the constabulary to mills and kilns would make the people more 

cautious of violating the law, 2042 Expense of the revenue police establishment, 

2043-2057 Number of the force, 2044 Amount of the excise revenue of Ireland, 

2045, 2046 Use of an excise steamer by the revenne police force, 2047, 20 48 

Great assistance derived by the revenue police from the coast guard, 2049-2054 Cost 

of the preventive water guard of the customs, 2056, 2057 Inadequacy of the revenue 

police lorce to the duties they have to perform, 2058-2060 Period of the year when 

illicit distillation is most rife, 2061 — - — Increase of illicit distillation in 1842, when the 
additional duty on spirits was imposed, 2063-2065 Purchase of grain for the purpose 

of illicit distillation m Ballina, 2066. 

Reasons why the constabulary could not undertake the additional duties of the revenue 
police, M'Gregor 2067 —Inability of the constabulary to perform the revenue duties in 
Donegal, 2068 Necessity for increasing the constabulary force were they called upon 
to undertake the revenue duties, 2069. 

Magistrates. 
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Magistrates. Strict obedience paid by the constabulary to the execution of magistrates’ 

warrants, Hobart 1119; Tracey 1379. 1387; Sir Duncan M l Gregor 1554-1562 

Co-operation of the local magistracy with the resident magistrates in petty sessions in 

putting down illicit distillation, Knox 1167-1170 Degree of authority exercised by 

the magistrates over the constabulary in Ireland, Sir Duncan M l Gregor 1570-1573. 

See also Stipendiary Magistrates. 

Maley, Edward. Evidence of Edward Maley, Esq. taken in respect of the charges pre- 
ferred against Lieutenant Morrissey, of the revenue police, App. 258. 

Matey, William Smith. Evidence of William Smith Maley, Esq., taken in respect of the 
charges preferred against Lieutenant Michael Morrissey, of the revenue police, App. 262. 

Malt. Process of the manufacture of malt used in illicit distillation, Brereton 179; 

Barry 267-271 ; Bird 450 ; Knox 1284 Power of officers of revenue police to seize 

illicit malt found in mills and kilns, Maclachlan 2024. 

See also Licensed Malslers. Mills and Kilns. Revenue. 

Map of Ireland. Explanation of the map of Ireland, showing the stations of the revenue 
police and tire distribution of the force, Wood 6-8. 

Markets. See Fairs and Markets. 

Married Men. Object in excluding married men from the revenue police force, Barry 356- 
358; Wood 2199. 2202. 

Masterson, John Ormond. Evidence of John Ormond Masterson, Esq., taken in respect 
of the charges preferred against Lieutenant Michael Morrissey, of the revenue police, 
App. 262. 

Mathew, Father. How the spirit trade of Ireland was affected by Father Mathew and the 
temperance movement, Bird 565-569. 

Mayo County: 

1 . Illicit Distillation. 

2. Constabulary. 

1 . Illicit Distillation : 

Prevalence of illicit distillation in the mountainous and bog districts of Mayo, Bird 

413 ; Dancer 597-601 ; Cruice 913 Baronies in the county of Mayo in which illicit 

distillation prevails, Knox 1164 Increase of illicit distillation in the county of Mayo 

during the last winter, ib. 1217, 1218. 

2. Constabulary : 

Strength of the constabulary force in the county of Mayo, Mullarchy 1734 Assist- 

ance rendered by the Sligo constabulary in Mayo during the last general election, ib. 

. 1845-1847. See also Castlebar Gaol, Mayo. 

Mess. Regulations for management of the mess of a party of revenue police, App. 283. 

Military. Discontinuance of the employment of the military in still-hunting in 1817, 
Brereton 22— — Objection to the employment of the military in still-hunting, Sir Duncan 

M'Gregor 1648 Circumstances under which a military officer would be justified in 

aiding the revenue police in the discharge of their duties, Maclachlan 1890-1897 

General order issued for the Horse Guards prescribing the strength of the military force 

to be employed in the execution of revenue duties, ib. 1902-1904 The assistance of 

the military has never been required since the establishment of the revenue police, Wood 
2129-2131 Baneful effect of employing the military in the suppression of illicit dis- 

tillation, Wood 2211. 

See also Aid of the Civil Power. General Orders. Still-hunting. Suppression 
of Illicit Distillation. Writs of Assistance. 

Miller, Major. Letter from Major Miller to the Right Hon. E. J. Littleton, dated 21 
October 1834, relative to the employment of constabulary force in Ireland in suppressing 
illicit distillation, App. 349, 350- — Letter from Major Miller to Sir William Gosset, 
dated 13 January 1835, containing suggestions for rendering the revenue police more 
. efficient, ib. 352, 353. 

Mills and Kilns. Suggestions for the employment of the constabulary in searching such 
mills and kilns as are situated within the lines of ordinary constabulary patrol, Hep. v; 
Brereton 171, 172; Barry 389; Dancer 626; Coulson 848 ; Maclachlan 1980,1981. 

2005; Wood 2286. 2297 Description of the mills at which the malt used in illicit 

distillation is ground, Barry 272-278 'Duty of the revenue police with regard to 

visiting mills and kilns ; this should be done by the constabulary, ib. 277-285 -Nature 

of tile examination which registered mills and kilns undergo by the revenue police, ib. 

385-392 Cases in which the ordinary mills of the country are resorted to by illicit 

distillers to grind corn, Bird 480, 481. 

53. c 4 Advantage 
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Mills and Kilns — continued. 

Advantage of registered mills and kilns being visited by the constabulary force, Dancer 

633, 634 Objection t.o allowing the constabulary to visit mills and kilns, Coulson 

'847-849. 855; Criiice 985 The constabulary should be authorised to visit registered 

mills and kilns, to see tliat no illicit malting takes place, Maclachlan 2025-2030. 

2042 ; Wood 2286-2319 Duties of supervisors arid gaugers of excise with respect to 

visiting mills and kilns, Maclachlan 2038-2041 Power of officers of excise to enter 

and search mills and kilns, Wood 2168 Return of the number of registered mills 

aud kilns in Ireland, stating the counties in which situated, ib. 2286. 

See also Hand-mills. Licensed Maltsters Malt. Paper Mills. 

Misconduct of Officers. How complaints against officers of the revenue police, and men under 

their command', are dealt with by the Board of Excise, Wood 2109-2112 Case of an 

officer of the revenue police appropriating some seized malt t<» feed pigs, and dismissal 
from the service, ib. 2135-2141 .— — See also Dismissels. Punishments. 

Misdemeanor. Expediency of making illicit distillation-a misdemeanor by law, Tracey 
1394- ‘ 

Mouteagle, Lord. Re-organisation of the revenue police of Ireland by order of the then 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, Lord Monteagle, Brereton 14. 

Moran , Thomas. Evidence of Thomas Moran taken in respect of the charges preferred 
against Lieutenant Morrissey, of the revenue polic£, App. 260. • 

Morrissey, Lieutenant. Complaint of misconduct on the part of Lieutenant Morrissey, of 
the revenue police, App. 256. 

Mountainous Districts. Great facilities afforded for carrying on illicit distillation, in moun- 
tainous districts, Coulson 763-766. 

Movement of Detachments. Practice with respect to the movement of detachments of con- 
stabulary from one county to another, in cases of disturbance, Tracey 1335-1337 ; Wood 

2225-2229 Return showing the movement of detachments of the constabulary force 

from one county to another in the year 1852, App. 343. 

Moy. Employment of additional force of constabulary at Moy, on the anniversary of last 
1 2th July, Coulson 894. 

Mullarchy, John. (Analysis of his Evidence.) — First head constable in the constabulary 

in Ireland, 1685, 1686 Length of service, 1687 Districts in which quartered, 

1688-1691 Strength of the force in Castlebar, 1692 Satisfactory and efficient 

state of 1 lie constabulary, 1693, 1694 Good feeling of the people towards the con- 
stabulary, 1695-1697; Prevalence of illicit distillation in Castlebar district, 1698 

Strength of the revenue police force stationed at Castlebar, 1699-1701 Duties of the 

constabulary with respect to visiting sheebeen-ho.uses where illicit spirits are sold, 

1702-1706 Excuse usually made to the police by the owners of sheobeen-houses, for 

having'people drinking in their houses at unseasonable hours, 1707-1709 Disincli- 

, nation of the people to give any information that will lead to the detection of revenue 

offences, 1609 The peasantry do not consider illicit distillation a moral offence, 1710. 

* Manner in which the constabulary usually obtain information, 1711-1716 — ■. — Class of 

" persons engaged in illicit distillation, 1713-1719 Difficulty of obtaining information 

from small farmers respecting illicit distillation, 1720, 1721 Opinion with respect to 

^imposing upon the constabulary the duty of obtaining information, 1722 Objection 

to the employment of the constabulary in the suppression of.illicit distillation, 1723, 1724 

' — '—Manner in which the patrol duty of the constabulary is performed, 1725-1733 

Strength of the constabulary force in the county of Mayo, 1734 — Extent to which the 
constabulary force of Mayo wo.nld require augmentation were the revenue duties cast 

upon them, 1736-1739 Necessity for the constabulary appearing with u commanding 

force at fairs or places where riots are apprehended, 1740-1744. 

Necessity of making seizures on the spot, and taking the implements of illegal practices 

upon the moment by force, 1 745» 174-6 Manner in which the country people evade 

the vigilance of the revenue police in still-hunting, 1747-1751 Idea" pervading the 

people of Mavo that the property of wrecks or vessels in distress belong to' them', 1752 
— —Plundering a wreck is not considered criminal by the peasantry," 1753, 1754 — — 
Opinion that the constabulary would put a final stop to illicit distillation in a short 
time, was the duty of its suppression exclusively imposed on them, 1755 Addi- 
tional number o( men required to undertake the duty, 1756-1764 Pay and allow- 
ances of the constabulary, 1765 Superiority of the constabulary to the revenue police 

as regards character of recruits and education of the men, 1766-1771 Popularity 

of constabulary with the people of the country, 1772-1775. : 

Popularity of the coast-guard service in Ireland, 1776, 1777 Unpopularity of the 

constabulary during the existence of the Terryalt system, 1778-1791 No profit is 

derived by illicit distillers in carrying on their trade, 1792; Opinion with respect to 

charging 
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Mullarchy, John. (Analysis of his Evidence)— continued. 
charging the constabulary with the duty of escorting revenue prisoners to gaol, 1794- 

1798 The constabulary have 110 authority to take any notice of the conveyance of 

spirits, whether legal or illegal, along the road, 1799-1801 Opinion that anything 

short of all the duties of the revenue being imposed upon the constabulary would tend, 
to lower the force in public estimation, 1802, 1803 Illicit distillation might be sup- 
pressed by the constabulary force without the aid of the revenue police, 1804, 1805 

A new code of instruction would be required to enable the constabulary to enforce the 

revenue laws, 1807, 1808 No difficulty in distinguishing between the Parliament 

whiskey and poteen, 1809. 

It would take the constabulary but a very short time to learn the duties of revenue 

police, 1810-1813 Class of persons from whom the officers of the revenue police are 

selected, 1811-1813 Nature of the information which the constabulary at present 

afford the revenue police of the existence of illicit distillation, 1819-1835 Objection 

to the constabulary being brought in contact, or in association with the present revenue 
police, 1836-1839 Necessity for the concentration of the constabulary force in par- 
ticular spots during the time of disturbance, 1840-1844 Districts in Clare in which 

illicit distillation chiefly prevails, 1842 Assistance rendered by the Mayo consta- 
bulary in the collection of poor-rates in Sligo, 1845 Assistance rendered by the Sligo 

constabulary in Mayo during the general election, 1845-1847- 

Opinion that the constabulary would soon put a final stop to illicit distillation, were 

the duties of suppressing it entrusted to that force, 1847-1849 Over-crowded state 

of Castlebar gaol with revenue prisoners at times, 1850-1852. 

Mulray Waters. Occasion of witness falling in with a party of smugglers in crossing tiie 
Mulray Waters, Brereton 121. 

Munster, Province of. Return of the names and number of counties in the province of 

Munster in which parties of revenue police are stationed, Maclachlan 1865 The 

province of Munster has nearly double the number of constables that they have in the 

province of Ulster, ib. 1967-1970 Reason of the absence of illicit distillation iu ihe 

province of Munster, Wood 2188-2190. 

Munterlony Mountains. Prevalence of illicit distillation in the district of the Munterlony 
mountains, in the county of Tyrone, Coulson 762. 782. 



N. 

Naas, Lord. Circumstance of Lord Naas, when Secretary for Ireland, calling the attention 
of the Inland Revenue Board to the amalgamation of the revenue police with the con- 
stabulary, Wood 2283. 

Natives of Counties. Objection to employing officers and men of the constabulary force in 
the counties to which they belonged, Sir Duncan M’Gregor 1533 _, 536 * 

Newport, Mayo. Existence of illicit distillation to a great extent in the neighbourhood of 
Newport, county of Mayo, Dancer 598. 

,V wry. Complaint made of the conduct of the supervisor at Newry in giving up the names 
of the parties from whom he obtained information, Wood 2244. 

Newtown Stewart. Prevalence of illicit distillation in the mountainous district beyond 
Newtown Stewart, in the county of Tyrone, Bird 412. 

North of Ireland. Opinion that illicit distillation in the north of Ireland has not increased 

since the additional 8 d. duty has been imposed on spirits, Bird 589-593 Existence 

of illicit distillation in the north of Ireland, Wood 2191-21 93. 



O. 

O’Donel, Sir Richard. Evidence of Sir Richard O’Donel, taken in respect of the charges 
preferred against Lieutenant Morrissey of the revenue police, App. 258. 

Offences against the Revenue Laws. Account of the number of cases remitted for offences 
against °the laws for the suppression of illicit distillation in the years ending 5 April, 

1849-50-51, App. 241. 

See also Committals. Convictions. Prisoners. Prosecutions. 

co d Officers. 

00- 
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Officers and Men: 

1. Revenue Police. 

2. Coast Guard. 

1. Revenue Police: 

Steps taken 10 ensure the strict execution of the duties of the officers and men of the 

revenue police, Brereton 53-58 Both the officers and suit-officers of the revenue 

police are armed with excise commissions, Burry 215-218; Machlachlan 1882-1884; 

Wood 2118. 2120 Class of persons from whom the officers of the revenue police are 

selected, Mullarchy 1811-1813; Machlachlan 1868. 1873; Wood 2107, 2108 Class 

of officers and men of the revenue police provided with excise commissions, Wood 2118- 

2120 Statement of the number of officers and men employed in the revenue police 

in Ireland, and the total expense from 1824 to 1852, App. 236 Orders for the’guid- 

ance of officers and others in each rank of the revenue police, ib. 280-283. 

2. Coast Guard: 

Number of officers and men employed in the coast guard iu Ireland for the year 
ending 5 January 1853, App. 238. 

See also Excise Officers. Instructions to Officers. Lieutenants. Pay and 
Allowances. Protection of Officers. 

O'Flaherty, Thomas. Correspondence between Thomas O’Flaherty and the Commis- 
sioners of Excise, respecting the conduct of Lieutenant Bowerman and the men under 
his command, App. 244. 

Omagh Barony, Tyrone. Appointment of supervisors and gaugers for the protection of the 
revenue in Omagh, county of Tyrone, Coulson 876. 

Orange Processions. Employment of additional constables from other counties in the county 
of Tyrone on the last 12th of July, Coulson 894. 

Orders. Importance of all orders being conveyed to the revenue police through their own 
officers, Machlachlan 2021-2023. See also General Orders. 

Owners of Stills. System of ownership of stills as it exists in the remote districts of 
Donegal, Burry 248 ; Bird 414. 



P. 

Paper Mills. Duties of the revenue police with regard to attending at paper mills, Wood 
2230, 2231. 

Patrol Book. Duty of the magistrates in petty sessions assembled to examine and sign 

the patrol book, Coulson 817; Cruice 930 ; Tracey 1314-1317 No record of patrol 

duty is kept by the Sligo bench of magistrates, Knox 1177. 

Patrol Duly. Manner in which the patrol duty of the constabulary is performed, Barry 
3 2 4, 3 2 5; Coulson 815-817; Cruice 929; Knox 1181-1186; Tracey 1307-1313; Sir 

Duncan M‘Gregor 1542-1551; Mullarchy 1725-1733 It is kept a strict secret in 

which direction the revenue police are about to go when out at night, Barry 359, 360 

Opinion that the detachments of the constabulary on patrol duty are too small, 

Knox 1192-1194. 

Pay and Allowances : 

1. Revenue Police. 

2. Constabulary. 

1. Revenue Police : 

Rate of pay of re venue police and allowance for clothing, &c., Barry 205, 206 Pay 

of the revenue police as compared with the pay of the constabulary, Barry 211/212; 
Madachlan 1881 Rates of pay of the revenue police in Ireland, App. 238. 

2. Constabulary: 

The county constabulary ate paid out of the Consolidated Fund ; the extra constables 

out of the county rate, Tracey 1339-1341 Rate of pay and allowances to constables, 

Sir Duncan M‘Gngor 1522. 1530; Mullarchy 1765. 

Peasantry. Object of the revenue police keeping aloof from the country people, Barry 
225-227 Good understanding existing b. tween the country people and the constabu- 

lary. Cruice 927, 928; Hobart 1058-1464; Knox 1184-1190; Tracey 1326. 1329; * Sir 

Duncan M‘Gregor 1537, 1 53^ ; Mullarchy 1695. 1697 There would be no jealousy 

on the part of the peasantry towards the constabulary was the suppression of illicit distil- 
lation placed on the force as a duty to be perfoimed, Knox 1249-1254 The peasantry 

do not consider illicit distillation a. moral offence, Mullarchy 1710. 

Penalties. 
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Penalties. Opinion that the constabulary might be beneficially employed in levying penal- 
ties for illicit distillation, Tracey 1344-1347- Suggestions with regard to the modifica- 

tion of the Act inflicting penalties on parties engaged in carrying on illicit distillation, 
ib. 1 366-1 360. See also Fines and Penalties. 

Permits. Return of the number of permits indorsed by the revenue police and officers of 
excise in the year ended 5th July 1853, Wood 224. See also Indorsing Permits. 

Petty Sessions. Satisfactory manner in which the law is administered at petty sessions, 

Coulson 784-788; Cruice 917-921 Duties of the constabulary with respect to giving 

attendance at petty and quarter sessions and at the assizes, Tracey 1323-1325. 

Plundering Wrecks. Plundering wrecks is not considered criminal by the Irish peasantry, 
Mullarchy 1753, 1754. 

Police. See Constabulary Revenue Police. 

Police Stations. Distance of the police stations of the constabulary force from each other, 

Coulson 829 Number of men belonging to the constabulary force at each police 

station in Ireland, Sir Duncan M‘ Gregor 1543-1553 Statement of the present force 

of the revenue police in each county in Ireland, showing the stations and the number 
of officers and men at each, and the estimated expense, App. 234-236. 

Population. Extent of the diminution of the population of Ireland between 1841 and 

1851, Rep. iv Diminution of the population of Ireland and increase of the quantity 

of spirits brought to charge, Bird 423-429. See also Connemara. Galway. 

Populous Districts. The duties of the constabulary force are more particularly required in 
populous districts, Coulson 767-769. 

Poteen. Object of publicans and shebeen-house keepers purchasing poteen in preference 
to legally made whiskey, Bird 464. See also Illicit Spirit. Whiskey. 

Preventive Water Guard. See Coast Guard. 

Price of Corn. Tendency of a fall in the price of grain to stimulate illicit distillation, 
Brereton 1 50-154 ; Bird 468-471 ; Dancer 703-707 ; Tracey 1401; Wood 2091-2094 
Grain has never been so cheap in Ireland as it was in 1842, Bird 472-475 Re- 
turn showing the average price of wheat, barley, and oats per quarter in England and 
Wales in each year, from 1824 to 1852, both inclusive, App. 363. 

See also Belfast Market. Dublin Market. Galway Market. Londonderry 
Market. Sligo Market. 

Price of Spirits. See Spirits, 2. 

Priests. Circumstance of illicit distillation being entirely put down in a parish by the 
influence of the priest, Barry 400, 401. 

Prisoners. Opinion with respect to charging the constabulary with the duty of escorting 
revenue prisoners to gaol, Barry 369-378 Course pursued with regard to the con- 

veyance of revenue prisoners to gaol, Coulson 790. 

See also Conveyance of Prisoners. Escort of Prisoners. 

Private Stills. Opinion that in six months there would not be a private still in the 
country were the duty of the revenue police transferred to the constabulary, Tracey 
1418, 1419. See also Illicit Distillation. 

Privates of Revenue Police. Return of privates of revenue police ordered to the depSt 

for instruction, App. 275 Orders for the guidance of privates of revenue police, ib. 

282, 283. 

Profits. Manner in which the profits of illicit distillers are derived, Dancer 708-71 1 

It ate of profit derived by the distiller from the sale of the grains, Barry 729, 730 

The profits of the illicit distiller is very much diminished by the consumption of spirits by 

the parties engaged in the process of finishing, Tracey 1300 No profit is derived by 

the illicit distiller in carrying on his trade, Mullarchy 1792. 

Prosecutions. Impediments to officers of excise instituting prosecutions against parties 

detected in smuggling spirits, Barry 749 Statement of the expenditure in Ireland in 

each year, from 1824 to 1852, incurred on unproductive seizures and prosecutions, App. 

237 Return showing the number of prosecutions for offences against the laws for the 

suppression of illicit distillation in Ireland in each year, from 1824 to 1852 inclusive, 
ib. 363. See also Committals. Convictions. 

Protection of Officers. Any man holding an excise commission, or any number of men 
acting with him as assistants, have all the powers and protection given by the Act to 
excisemen, Wood 2172-2177. 

53. d 2 Public 
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Public-houses. See Sale of Spirits. Shebeen-houses. 

Punishments. Mode of punishment of constables for misconduct, Hobart 1030, 1031 

Opinion that the certainty of punishment is more efficient than the severity of it in all 
cases, Tracey 1355, 1356— — Necessity for the power of punishment of the revenue police 
in cases of neglect of duty, Wood 2236, 2237. 

Q. 

Qualifications. Nature of the qualifications required of individuals enlisting in the revenue 
police, Brereton 45-48 ; Maclachlan 1873-1878. 

Querns. See Hand-mills. 



Raphoe Barony. Appointment of extra constables to the barony of Raphoe, in the county 
of Donegal, Sir D unscan M 1 Gregor 1580-1582. 



Recruits: 

1. Revenue Police. 

2. Constabulary. 

1. Revenue Police : 

Class of people from which the revenue police service is recruited, Barry 351 

No difficulty experienced in recruiting the revenue police force; class of persons taken 
as recruits, Maclachlan 1874-1879. 

2. Constabulary: 

Manner in which the recruiting of the constabulary force is conducted, Sir Duncan 

M‘Gregor 1499-1503- Class of persons who are usually candidates for admission to 

the constabulary force, ib. 1506-1508 Great difficulty experienced in recruiting for 

the constabulary since the tide of emigration has set in, ib. 1513, 1514. 1531 Risk 

of being able 10 recruit the constabulary were the revenue duties imposed upon the 
force, ib. 1673-1676. See also Emigration » Training Recruits. 



Registered Mills and Kilns. All kilns for malting are obliged by law to be registered, 
Barry 274. 

Religion. No inquiry is made as to the religion of the party applying for admission to the 
constabulary, Sir Duncan M‘ Gregor 1509-1512. 

Remission of Sentences. Account of the number of cases in which the sentences of persons 
convicted for offences against the laws for the suppression of illicit distillation have been 
remitted in each of the last three years, App. 241. 

Remittances. Enormous remittances of emigrants in America to their friends and relatives 
at home, Sir Duncan M‘Gregor 1521. 

Rescue. Attempts are sometimes made to rescue prisoners from the revenue police, Wood 
2209. 

Reserved Force. Strength of the reserved force of constabulary in Ireland, Sir Duncan 
Gregor 1496. 1561 . See also Extra Constables. 



Resistance. Seldom that any resistance is offered to the revenue police in the execution of 
their duties, Barry 234-237. 

Revenue. Importance of guarding the Irish revenue levied on malt and spirits from illicit 
practices, Rep. iv Amount of the excise revenue of Ireland, Maclachlan 2045, 
2040 Amount of the malt and spirit revenue in Ireland, as also the customs and 

excise revenue, Mood 2076-2078 Return showing the amount of revenue derived 

fiom spirits on which duty was paid for home consumption in Ireland, in each year from 
1824101852,^.363. r J 



Revenue Cruisers. Discontinuance of the revenue cruisers on the north-west coast of 
Ireland since the establishment of the excise steamer, Wood 2114-2116. 

Revenue Duties. Reason why the interference on the part of the constabulary with the 

execution of the revenue laws would be objectionable, Coulson 811-814 Suggestions 

for enabling the constabulary to undertake excise duties without the interference of the 

Board of Excise or the exc.se officers, Sir Duncan M‘ Gregor 1612-1614 It would 

take the constabuiary but a very short time to learn the duties of the revenue police, 

Mullaichy 1810-1817- Necessity for increasing the constabulary force were they 

called upon to undertake the revenue duties, Sir Duncan M‘Gregor 2069 It would 

be 
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Revenue Duties — continued. 

be quite impossible to enforce the revenue laws effectively without the facilities and 

protection afforded the officers of excise in the discharge of their duties, Wood 2178 

Danger of attempting to execute revenue duties with a small force, ib. 2208. 

See also Coast Guard . Constabulary, 3 . Military. Revenue Police. 

“ Seamew ” Steamer. 

Revenue Police : 

1 . Origin of the Force* 

2 . Establishment and Cost of Maintenance. 

3 . Re-organization of the Force. 

4 . Transfer of Duties to the Constabulary. 

5 . Papers laid before the Committee. 

1 . Origin of the Force : 

Establishment of the revenue police in 1836, under the immediate authority of the 

Board of Excise and the Treasury, Rep. iv Period of the establishment of the 

revenue police in Ireland ; origin of the force and object for which established, Brereton 
14 _ 21 Mode of obtaining admission to the revenue police force, Barry 352, 353. 

2 . Establishment and Cost of Maintenance : 

Number of officers and men in the revenue police force, and cost of the maintenance 

of the establishment. Rep. iii Necessity for the augmentation of the present revenue 

police to the full strength of its authorised establishment, Rep. v ; Maclachlan 2058; 

Wood 2282 There are no revenue police in the counties ot Cork and Kerry, or the 

western part of Limerick, Tracey 1274-1277 Cost of establishment, Maclachlan 

2043. 2047 > W°od 21 13 Number of the force, Maclachlan 2044 Reason of one- 

fourth of the revenue police in Ireland being allocated to one county, Wood nHi 

Necessity for the utmost precaution in the selection of officers and men of the revenue 

police, ib. 2196 Statement of the present foice of the revenue police in Ireland, 

showing the stations, the number of officers and men at each, and the estimated expense, 
App. 233, 234. 

3 . Re-organization of the Force : 

Re-organization of the revenue police by witness by order of the Treasury, Brereton 

23-32 ; Tracey 1475, 1476 State of the revenue police previous to the re-organization 

of the force under Colonel Brereton, Barry 193-197; Dancer 604-608 ; Wood 2101, 

2102 General efficiency and strict discipline of the revenue police force, Barry 208- 

210; Bird 438; Wood 2098-2100 The revenue police as a body is much less 

popular than the constabulary, Coulson 821 Constitution of the revenue police ; 

state of the discipline of the force, Tracey 1470-1473 Condition of the revenue police 

when Colonel Brereton ceased to command that force, . Maclachlan 1856-1858 The 

revenue police is not capable of reduction even with the aid of the constabulary, in revenue 

matters, Maclachlan 1931, 1932 Nature of the powers given to the revenue police 

under their excise commission, ib. 1982-1988 Copies of papers relating to the pro- 

posed re-organization of the revenue police in Ireland, App. 347. 

4 . Transfer of Duties to the Constabulary : 

The imposition of additional duties on the constabulary would not enable the Govern- 
ment to dispense with the existing revenue police, Bird 555, 556 Opinion that two- 
thirds of the existing revenue police might be dispensed with, and one-tliird added to the 

constabulary, Tracey 1419 Expediency of abolishing the revenue police and confiding 

the duties now executed by them to the constabulary, ib. 1361-1365— —The services of 
the revenue police might be dispensed with in the event of the constabulary undertaking 

the revenue duties, Sir Duncan Mf Gregor 1587 How the revenue police indirectly 

assist the constabulary in the maintenance of the public peace, Maclachlan 197 2 * £973 

Inadequacy of the revenue police force to the duties which they have to perforin, 

ib. 2058. 2060 Grounds of objection to the combination of the revenue police with 

the constabulary, Wood 2221-2224. 

5 . Papers laid before the Committee : 

A statement of the present force of the revenue police in Ireland, showing the stations, 
and the number of officers and men at each, and the estimated expense, App. 234-236 

Return of the area, population, number of parties and men of the revenue police, 

and cost, &c., in each province and county in Ireland, ib. 239 A return of the annual 

expense of salaries and allowances of every description to officers and men employed 111 
the revenue police in Ireland; the expense of clothing them, and travelling expenses, in 

the year ended 5th January 1845, ib. 240 Correspondence relative to revenue police, 

Ireland, 1836, ib. 271 Chief inspector’s report as to the state of the revenue police, 

and various suggestions offered by him, ib. 276 Orders for the guidance of officers 

and others in each rank of the revenue police, ib. 280 Account of seizures made by 

S 3 . ” 3 ,he 
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Revenue Police— continued. 

5. Papers laid before the Committee— continued. 

the revenue police from 11 October 1836 to 28 May 1842, App. 356 Report of 

Mr. Steel and Mr. Logie on illicit distillation and the revenue police in Ireland, dated 
7 August 1833, ib. 364-368. 

See also Acts of Parliament. Barracks. Brereton, Colonel William. Certificates. 
Clothing. Combination of Forces. Depbt, Dublin, 1. Detachments, 1. Donegal 
County, 2. Escort of Prisoners, 2. Excise Commissions, 2. Expenditure, 2. 
False Returns. Information. Inspectors of Revenue. Police. Lieutenants. 

Pay and Allowances, 1. Privates. Qualifications. Recruits, 1. 

Rewards, 1. Ribbon Societies. Single Men. Still-hunting. Suppression 
of Illicit Distillation, 2. Transit of Spirits. Travelling Expenses. 

Rewards : 

1 . Revenue Police. 

2. Constabulary. 

1 . Revenue Police : 

Payment of rewards to the revenue police by the Treasury, Barry 207 -The revenue 

police are rewarded, with every prisoner they take, tn o guineas, Bird 444-449 How 

the system of rewards stimulates the revenue police to exertion in the discharge of tlieir 

duties, Bird 504, 505 ; Dancer 690-694 Statement of the expenditure in Ireland in 

each year from 1824 to 1852 incurred under the head of rewards for detections, informa- 
tions, &c. App. 237. 

2. Constabulary : 

Extent to which the constabulary should participate in rewards for seizures and 

destruction of stillB, Bird 506-5085 Dancer 695-703 Objection to rewards being 

given to the constabulary for seizures of illicit spirits, Coulson 832-834; Tracey 1459- 

1463 Manner in which the application of the reward system to constables would 

interfere with their usefulness, Coulson 839-842 How the reward system would affect 

the constabulary were it introduced into that force, Cruice 1003, 1004 — — System of 

rewards for good conduct in the constabulary force, Hobart 1032-1036 Objection 

to the constabulary receiving rewards, except for special service, ib. 1037-1039. 

Ribbon Societies. Existence of ribbonism in parts of the county of Donegal, Bird 493 ; 

Maclachlan 1959 Connexion of illicit distillation with ribbonism in Sligo, Tracey 

1289-1292 Never heard that ribbonism prevailed among the men of the revenue 

police force, ib. 1 480. 

Rice, Thomas Spring. Correspondence between Thomas Spring Rice, esq., and the Com- 
missioners of Excise, respecting the conduct of Lieutenant Bowerman and the men under 
his command, App. 253. 

Roads. Excellence of the roads in Cork and Kerry, and the western parts of Limerick, 
Tracey 1278, 1279. 



S. 

St. Germans, Earl. Order issued by Lord St. Germans, when Lord Eliot, Chief Secretary 
for Ireland, to the constabulary to co-operate with the revenue police in the prevention 
of illicit distillation, Brereton 78; Dancer 648, 649. 

Salaries and Allowances: 

1. Revenue Police. 

2. Constabulary. 

1 . Revenue Police : 

Return of the annual expense of salaries and allowances to officers and men employed 
in the revenue police in Ireland, in the year ended 5 January 1845, App. 240. 

2. Constabulary: 

Return of the salaries and allowances of the constabulary force of Ireland on the 

1st of January 1840, App. 287-289 Return of the salaries and allowances of the 

constabulary force in Ireland on 1st January 1851 and 1852, ib. 291-294. 297-299. 

Sale of Spirits. Duties of the constabulary to visit shebeen-houses and public-houses 

at which illicit spirits are sold, Barry 297-307 Difficulty of detection of sale of spirits 

by owners of shebeen-houses, Bird 524 Class of people to whom illicit spirits are 

usually sold, Dancer 716-720. Observations on the defect in the law affecting the 

illicit sale of spirits in Ireland, and means to be adopted to remedy the evil, Wood 
2243, 2244. See also Shebeen-houses. 

Sanrin, 
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Saurin, Mr. Report of Mr. Saurin, solicitor to the Inland Revenue in Ireland, on the sale 

of spirits in unlicensed houses, Wood 2244 -Opinion of Mr. Saurin respecting military 

and revenue officers having recourse to the use of their arms to prevent the escape of 
prisoners, App. 376. 

Scariff. Prevalence of illicit distillation in the neighbourhood of Scariff, Mullarchy 1842. 

Scotland. Manner in which illicit distillation was put down in the Highlands and Islands 
of Scotland, TFood 2182-2186. 

« Seamew" Steamer. Appropriation of the “ Seamew” steamer for the use of the revenue 
service on the north-west coast of Ireland, Barry 197, 198. 

Searching Houses : 

1. Revenue Police. 

2 . Constabulary. 

1. Revenue Police : 

Right of search possessed by the revenue police, Prereton 41,42 Power of the 

revenue police to search premises on suspicion of illicit spirits being within, Bird 534 ; 

Dancer 614-620 Exclusive powers possessed by officers and revenue police as regards 

the right of search, and use of fire-arms, Coulson 900-906. 

2. Constabulary : 

Restriction on the right of search by the constabulary, Tracey 1436-1439. 

See also Breaking Open Doors. 

Seizures : 

1 . Generally. 

2. Papers laid before the Committee. 

1. Generally: 

Folly of attempting to make a seizure single-handed in secluded districts, Bird 483- 

485 Smugglers will generally yield to force, if they see sufficient of it, ib. 486 

Reason why it would not be safe for an excise officer to attempt a seizure single-handed 

in remote isolated districts, ib. 513-515 Necessity of making seizures on the spot, 

and taking the implements of illicit practices on the moment by force, Mullarchy 1745, 

2^46 - Opinion of the law officers of the Crown that the seizures of illicit spirits by 

constabulary is an illegal act, ib. 1801 Duty of the revenue police to carry all seizures 

of illicit spirits, stills and implements to head-quarters, Maclaclilan 1920— — Protection 
afforded officers of excise and revenue police in makiug seizures of illicit spirits and 
malt, Wood 2155-2157. 

2. Papers laid before the Committee: 

Statement of the expenditure in Ireland in each year from 1824 to 1852, incurred on 

unproductive seizures and prosecutions, App. 237 Account of the seizures and 

expenses of the revenue police from 1847 to 1851 inclusive, ib. 240 Account of 

seizures and detections made by the revenue police in Ireland, for suppressing illicit 

distillations during the last twenty years, ib. 284 Account of the seizures and 

detections made by the revenue police from 11 October 1836 to 28 May 1842, ib. 356. 

See also Rewards. 

Serjeants. Orders for the guidance of serjeants of revenue police, App. 282. 
Shebeen-houses : 

1. Nuisance of Shebeen-houses, and Expediency of their Suppression. 

2. Jurisdiction of the Excise. 

3. Authority of the Constabulary. 

1. Nuisance of Shebeen-houses, and Expediency of their Suppression : 

Prevalence of shebeen-houses in those districts in which illicit spirits are manufactured. 
Parry 291-296 Discription of the shebeen-houses in Ireland; class of people fre- 
quenting them, Bird 419, 420 Sheheen-hmses usually sell licensed spirits, ib. 521 

Evils of the shebeen-houses in Ireland ; resort of bad characters thereto, Dancer 644- 
647 Opportunities which the shebeen-houses offer for the congregation of the dis- 
affected, Tracey 1293-1297 Prevalence of shebeen-houses on the outskirts of towns 

and villages in Ireland, ib. 1452-1455 Excuse usually made to the police by owners 

of shebern-houses for having people drinking in their houses at unseasonable hours, 

Mullarchy 1707-1709 Necessity of suppressing the shebeen-houses in Ireland, 

Wood 2241 Almost all the crimes and outrages in Ireland are concocted in the 

shebeen-houses, ib. Liability of keepers of shebeen-houses to penalties for allowing 

53. , J> 4 drinking 
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Sheb f.en-HO uses— continued. 

1. Nuisance of Shebeen-houses, and Expediency of their Suppression — continued. 

drinking or tippling in tlieir houses, Wood 2245 Defective slate of the law with 

regard to shebeen-houses, and public-houses where unlicensed spirits are sold, ib. 2242- 
2246. 

2. Jurisdiction of the Excise : 

Jurisdiction of the excise over shebeen-houses, Bird 519-523. 

3. Authority of the Constabulary : 

Reason why the constabulary should be employed rather than the revenue police in 

the suppression of shebeenism, Brereton 78—81 The constabulary should be employed 

in the suppression of shebeen-houses, ib. 119, 120 Power of entry of constables 

should be strictly confined to houses regularly known to be shebeen-houses, Bird 525-532 

Power and duties of the constabulary with respect to shebeen-houses and public-houses 

in which illicit spirits are sold, Coukon 857-871 Functions of the constabulary over 

shebeen-houses and public-houses where illicit spirits are sold, Cruice 962-971 ; Hobart 

1065-1076; Mullarchy 1702-1706 Cases of misconduct of shebeen-house keepers in 

which the constabulary are authorised to interfere, Hobart 1090-1094 Power of the 

constabulary over shebeen-houses and public-houses in which spirits are sold, Tracey 

1440-1451 Defective state of the law with respect to constables visiting shebeen- 

houses, and manner in which the ends of justice are defeated, Sir Duncan M‘ Gregor 
1658-1661. 

See also Bad Characters. Sale of Spirits. 

Signature of Memorials. Readiness of the Irish to sign any memorial in favour of a revenue 
officer when he gets into a scrape, Wood 2110. 

Single Men. It is a rule of the revenue police force that they should be single men, Barry 
355; Wood 2199-2202. 

Skerreen. Prevalence of illicit distillation at Skerreen, in the district of Gortin, Bird 
412. 434. 

Siigo County: 

1. Illicit Distillation. 

2. Constabulary. 

1. Illicit Distillation : 

Baronies in the county of Sligo in which illicit distillation is carried on, Knox 1164 

Increase of illicit distillation in the county of Sligo during the last winter, ib. 1217,. 

1218. 

2 . Constabulary : 

Strength of the Parliamentary esiablishment of constables in the county of Sligo, Knox 

1195-1200 Assistance rendered by the Mayo constabulary in the collection of poor 

rates in Sligo, Mullarchy 1845. 

Sligo Market. Return of the average annual prices of oats and barley in the Sligo market, 
from 1840 to 1852, App. 372. 

Small Farmers. It is chiefly the small farmers who are engaged in illicit distillation in 

Mayo, Mullarchy 1713. 1719- Difficulty of obtaining information from small farmers 

respecting illicit distillation, ib. 1720, 1721. 

Smith, Mr. Toulmin. Observations on the recent case of Mr. Toulmin Smith, an officer of 
excise, Wood 2158. 

Smiths Forges. Opportunities which smiths’ forges, in Irelaud, offer for the congregation 
of the disafl'efcted, Tracey 1293-1297. 

Smuggling. Cases in which the constabulary might act in the prevention of smuggling. 
Bird 482. -492.- "-Endeavour of the illicit distillers lo conceal from the constabulary 

that smuggling is going on, Hobart 1154 Manner in which smuggling is carried on 

in England; how the system differs from that pursued in Ireland, Tracey 1395-1400 
" Account of the different kinds of smuggling carried on in Ireland, Wood 2089. 

See also Illicit Distillation. Sussex Coast. 

Solicitor of Inland Revenue. See Saurin , Mr. 

Special Service. Practice with regard to giving rewards to the constabulary for special 
service, Coulson 835-838 ; Hobart 1037-1039 How far the employment of the con- 

stabulary in revenue business would interfere with their performance of their special 
duties, Sir D. M‘ Gregor 1593-1597. 

Spirit 
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Spirit Trade. How the spirit irade of Ireland' is affected by an increase or reduction of 

duty, Bird 565-569 Extract from the Minutes of Evidence taken before the Select 

Committee of the House of Commons in 1842, on the Spirit Trade, Ireland, App. 
363-361. 

Spirits: 

1. Duly-paid Spirits. 

2. Price of Spirits. 

3. Illicit Spirits. 

4. Export Trade. 

1. Duty-paid Spirits : 

Table showing the progressive amount of spirits brought to charge in Ireland under the 

invariable duty of 2$. 8 d., Rep. iv Concurrent increase of duty-paid spirits with. 

the reduction of population, Rep. iv; Wood 2090 Account' of the quantity of spirits 

charged with duty in Ireland, in the years 1843, 1844, 1845, 1846, 1847. 1848, 1849, 

1850, 1851, and 1852, Wood 2086, p. 199 Return ;of the spirits brought to charge 

in Ireland during each of the quarters subsequent to the reduction of the duty in 

1834, compared with the corresponding quarters of the former years, App. 269 

Return of the number of gallons of proof spirits on which duty was paid for home con- 
sumption, with the rates and amount of revenue thereon, fee., from 1824 to 1852, ib. 

363- 

2. Price of Spirits : 

Price of illicit spirits in Ireland, Barry 260-265 Estimate of the cost at which 

spirit is produced by illicit distillation, Bird 452-455 Estimate of the price at which 

legally-made spirits can be sold, ib. 458-463 The price of the spirits sold by the 

licensed distiller, even with the increased duty, will be less than that of the private dis- 
tiller, Bird 578-580 Difference in the price of legal and illegal spirits in Inishowen 

district. Dancer 713-715. 

3. Illicit Spirits .- 

Facility of disiinguishing illicit spirits from legal spirits, Barry 318,319; Mullarcky 
1809. 

4. Export Trade : 

Account of the quantity of spirits imported into England from Ireland in each of the 
years 1843 to 1852, both inclusive, Wood 2081. 

See also Adulteration of Spirits. Duty on Spirits. Grin. Illicit Distillation. 
Illicit Spirits. Poteen. Revenue. Sale of Spirits. Transit of Spirits. 
Whiskey. 

Stations. See Police Stations. Whiskey. 

Statistical Returns. See Agricultural Statistics. 

Steam Communication. Advantage of steam communication between the north of Ireland 
ami the west. Wood 2194, 2195. 

Steamer. See Excise Steamer. 

Steel, Mr. Report of Mr. Steel and Mr. Logie on illicit distillation, and the rt venue police 
in Ireland, dated 7 August 1833, App. 364-368. 

Stewart, Hon. J. Letter from the Hon. J. Stewart to the Commissioners of Excise, dated 
December 1834, on the subject of illicit distillation in Ireland, App. 265, 266. 

Stewart, Air., of Ards. Circumstance of some illicit malt being found in the mill of Mr. 
Stewart, of Ards, Barry 388. 

Still-hunting : 

1. Revenue Police. 

2. Constabulary. 

.1 Revenue Police : 

Arduous duties of the revenue police in still-hunting, Brereton 76, 77 Necessity fo r 

the constant employment of the revenue police in still-hunting, ib. 137, 138- Reason 

why the constant employment of the revenue police in still-hunting is essentially neces- 
sary, ib. 163-166 Still-hunting is confined mostly to remote, uninhabited mountain 

parts of the country, ib. 182 Description of the still-hunting excursions of the revenue 

police in the mountains in Ireland, Barry 229, 230. 340, 341 Opinion that the actual 

still-hunting should be left entirely to the revenue police, Bird 482 Manner in which 

sull-huntiug is conducted by the revenue police in Sligo, Knox 1208-1210— — Manner 
in which the country people evade the vigilance of the revenue police in still-hunting, 

. Mullarcky 1 74 7-1 751. 

E 2. Constabulary: 
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Still-uunti n g — continued. 

2. Constabulary: 

Opinion that the municipal duties of the constabulary and still-hunting aie wholly 
incompatible, Brereton 146-149. 183 Objection to the employment of the consta- 

bulary in still-hunting, Brereton 168-177; Barry 314-316. 33<>- 339 > Dancer 641-643; 

Coulson 804; Sir Duncan M‘ Gregor 1634, 1635 Impediments to the employment of 

the constabulary in still-hunting, Dancer 6(13-670 Additional risk and danger to 

which the constabulary would be exposed were they employed in still-hunting, .Dancer 
681-684. See also Detachments. Military. 

Stills. Size and cost of an illicit still, Brereton 139-141 ; Barry 245. 247, 248. 

See also Owners of Stills. Private Stills. 

Stipendiary Magistrates. Return of stipendiary magistrates existing on the 1st of January 

1840, showing their number and rates of salaries and allowances, App. 289 Similar 

return for the year 1840, 1841 , and 1842, ib. 294-299. 304. 

Sloven, Sir Frederick. Report from Sir Frederick Stoven cm the proposed re-organisation 
of the revenue police in Ireland, dated 21 October 1834, App. 349. 

Strafford, Lord. Re-organisation of the revenue police of Ireland by witness, at the request 
of Lord Strafford, Brereton 14. 

Stranorlar, Donegal. Existence of ribbonism in the district of Stranorlar, county of 
Donegal, Bird 493. 

Sub- Inspectors. Orders for the guidance of sub-inspectors of revenue police, App. 280. 

Sulphate of Iron. See Adulteration of Spirits. 

Superannuations. The officers of the revenue police are liable to the same superannutions 
as other civil servants, Barry 214. 

Supervisors. See Excise Officers. 

Suppression of Illicit Distillation : 

1. Constabulary . 

2 . Revenue Police. 

1. Constabulary: 

The employment of the constabulary in the suppression of illicit distillation would in 

many casts be making the innocent suffer for the guilty, Brereton 161 N ature of the 

duties which might Ire performed by the constabulary, rather than by the revenue police, 

in suppressing illicit distillation. Bird 482; Dancer 625-629. 676-679 Cases of 

infringement of the revenue laws in which the constabulary might be allowed to act, 

Coulson 888-890 Opinion as to the best mode of employing the constabulary in the 

suppression of illicit distillation, Cruice 945-947 Manner in which a combination of 

duty between the constabulary and revenue police, for the suppression of illicit distilla- 
tion, might be effected, Knox 1211-1229. 

Opinion that the constabulary could co-operate with the revenue police in the sup" 

pression of illicit distillation without any injury to the force, Knox 1260 Objection to 

the employment of the constabulary on that duty, Multarchy 1 723, 1724 — —Opinion that 
the constabulary would put a final stop to illicit distillation in a short time, was the duty 
of its suppression imposed upon the force, Tracey 1418, 1419; Mullarchy 1755. 1847- 
1849 Opinion with respect to making the constabulary force auxiliary to the pre- 

vention of inland smuggling, and the suppression of illicit distillation, Sir Duncan 

Gregor 1563-1568. 1677 Risk of the constabulary engendering the ill-feeling of 

the country people, were they employed in protecting the revenue, ib. 1679-1681 

Memorials against the employment of the constabulary police in the supprsesion of the 
illicit traffic in spirits in Ireland, App. 374. 

2. Revenue Police : 

Suggestions for rendering the reveuue police force more generally efficient for the pur- 
pose of suppressing illicit distillation, Bird 482 The undivided attention of sofne force 

is necessary to the suppression of illicit distillation iu Ireland, Dancer 650-654 — —When 
illicit distillation is put down in a particular district, the peasantry seldom revert to it, 
in. 671 -Opinion that the suppression of illicit distillation should be treated in like 
manner as the suppression of crime, Cruice 935-940. 

.See also Coast Guard. Constabulary. Excise Officers. Military. Revenue 
Police. Still-hunting. M 9 

Sussex Coast. Comparison of the smuggling carried on on the Sussex coast with the 
smuggling in the north-west coast of Ireland, Tracey 1396. 

Sykes’s Hydrometer. How Sykes’s hydrometer assists the exciseman in the discharge Of hr* 
duty, Bird 464, 465. 
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Temperance Societies. How the temperance pledge affected the licensed distillers ; it has 
now become a dead letter. Bird 423, 424. 565-569. 

Terry alls. Bad feeling evinced towards the constabulary by the people during the time the 
Terry alt system prevailed in Clare, Mullarcky 1696. 1776 Unpopularity of the con- 

stabulary during the existence of Terryalt system, ih. 1778-1791. 

Thornton, John. Evidence of John Thornton, taken in respect to the charges preferred 
against Lieutenant Morrissey, of the revenue police, App. 258. 

Tipperary County. Concentration of a large body of the constabulary in the county of 
Tipperary at the time of the disturbance in that county, Cou Ison 891-893 ; Sir Duncan 
M‘ Gregor 1505. 

Tippling. Power should be given to the constabulary to enter shebeen-houses, and sum- 
mon the owners for allowing tippling in their houses, Bird 518-524 Liability of 

owners or keepers of shebeen-houses to penalties for allowing tippling or drinking in their 
houses, Hobart 1071-1082; Wood 2246. 

Tory Island. Case of the smugglers on Tory Island abandoning their trade upon the 
appearance of the revenue steamer, Wood 211 7. 

Townland Fines. System of townland fines in cases of detection of illicit stills, Tracey 
1350-1354. See. also Electoral Divisions. 

Tracey, William Samuel. (Analysis of his Evidence.) — Resident magistrate at Belfast, 

1266 Counties in which witness has served, 1268-1271 Illicit distillation is very 

much confined to particular districts and counties, 1272, 1273 There are no revenue 

police in the counties of Cork and Kerry, and western, part of Limerick, 1274-1277 

Excellence of the roads in those districts, 1278, 1279 Description of grain from 

which spirits are distilled, 1280-1283 Rough mode in which grain is malted, 1284 

Prevalence of illicit distillation in the counties of Clare and Galway, and the 

northern parts of Limerick and Tipperary, 1286-1288 Connexion of illicit distillation 

with ribbonism in Sligo, 1289-1292 Opportunities which smiths’ forges and shebeen- 

houses offer for the congregation of the disaffected, 1293-1297 Seldom that illicit 

distillation is carried on iu any fixed spot, 1298, 1299. 

The profits of the illicit distiller is very much diminished by the consumption of spirits 

by the parties engaged in the process of finishing, 1300 Improved efficiency and 

discipline of the constabulary since their first establishment, 1301-1304 Advantage 

of the formation of the central depot of the constabulary in Dublin, 1305, 1306 

Manner in which the patrolling duty of the constabulary is performed, 1307-1313-; 

Examination and attestation of the patrol books by the magistrates in petty sessions, 
1314-1317 Duties of the constabulary with respect to attendance at petty and quar- 
ter sessions, and at assizes, 1318-1322 Satisfactory conduct of the constabulary as 

witnesses in prosecutions, 1323-1325 Good understanding between the peasantry 

and the constabulary, 1326-1329. 

Duties of the constabulary with regard to the escort of prisoners, 1331 Concentra- 
tion of the constabulary force in the county at the time of the assizes, 1332, 1333 As 

also at elections, 1334 Practice of removal of the police from one county to another 

in cases of emergency, 1335-1337 The county constabulary are paid from the Con- 

solidated Fund, the extra constables out of the county rate, 1339-1341— Exemption 
of the constabulary from levying tithes, and rents, and fines, and penalties in certain 

cases, 1342, 1343 Opinion that the constabulary might be beneficially employed in 

levying penalties for illicit distillation, 1344-1347 The people do not consider they 

commit any moral offence in making illicit spirits, 1348, 1349 System ot townland 

fines in cases of illicit distillation 1350-1354. 

Opinion that the certainty of punishment is more efficient than the severity of it in all 

cases, 1355, 1356 Suggestions with regard to the modification of the Act inflicting 

penalties on parties engaged in carrying on illicit distillation, 1356-136° Expediency 
of abolishing the revenue police, and confiding the duties, now executed by them, to the 

constabulary, 1361-1365 Report made by Major Warburton to Lord Anglesea, 

twenty-two years ago, upon the subject of the consolidation of the two establishments ot 

police, 1365-1371 Report marie by Mr. Brownrigg upon ihe subject, 1371-1373 

Objection to the constabulary receiving orders from ' the excise, or any other than 

their own officers, 1374-1378 Obligation on the part of the constabulary to obey the 

orders of the magistracy as well as their own officers, 1379-1387- 

The constabulary might be employed as a protection to the revenue officers in the dis- 
tricts where illicit distillation prevails very greatly, 1389 Strength of the revenue 

„ e 2 police 
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Tracey, William Samuel. (Analysis of his Evidence)— continued. 

police and constabulary in Donegal, 1390 The constabulary, generally speaking, are 

a most intelligent body of men, 1391 Superiority of the constabulary to the revenue 

police in point of discipline, 1392, 1393 Expediency of making illicit distillation a 

misdemeanor by law, 1394 Manner in which smuggling is earned on in England, and 

how it differs from practice pursued in the north of Ireland, 1395-1400 Causes 

which tend to promote illicit distillation, 1401-1407 The constabulary should be 

authorised to stop and examine spirits in transit, and destroy them when illicit, 1408- 

* Opinion that the constabulary are just as well informed men as those of the revenue 

police, 1413 Ease with which a body of the constabulary are collected together in case 

of necessity, 1414 Employment of the constabulary in revenue cases would not in the 

slightest degree impair their efficiency or discipline, 1415 Discontinuance of the 

practice of transferring constables from one county to another; all extra constables are 

now supplied from the central depot in Dublin, 1416, 1417 Opinion that in six 

months there would not be a private still in the country were the duty of the revenue 

police transferred to the constabulary, 1418, 1419 The charge for the additional men 

of the constabulary force should be paid out of the consolidated fund, 1421. 

Six constables, in a district where they are known, can perform any duty that would 

require the presence of twelve revenue police, 1422 Still-hunting would not be required 

of the constabulary, 1423-1429 The constabulary should be empowered to take up an 

illicit distiller, the' same as a highwayman or coiner, 1430 Cases in which constables 

should be authorised to break into a house in search of illicit spirits, 1431-1435 

Restriction of the right of search by constables, 1436-1439 Power of the constabulary 

over shcbeen-liouses and public-houses where illicit spirits are sold, 1440-1451 — . — Pre- 
valence of the shebeen-houses on the outskirts of towns and villages, 1452-1455 

System of adulteration of spirits by publicans and owners of shebeen-houses, 1457, 1458. 
Objection to the introduction of the reward system into the constabulary, 1459-1463 

Tendency of illicit distillation to promote crime in certain districts, 1464-1469 

Constitution of the revenue police force, and state of discipline, 1470-1473 Instances 

of officers of the revenue police making false returns, 1474 Re-organisation of the 

revenue police under Colonel Breieton, 1475, 1476 Case of an affray between the 

people and the revenue police at Drumcollop, in the county of Leitrim, 1477-1480. 

Training Recruits. Establishment of a depot of the revenue police in Dublin for the pur- 
pose uf training recruits, Brereton 40 ; Wood 2103, 2104. 

Transit of Spirits. Suggestion for the employment of the constabulary in stopping and 
seizing illicit spirit in transit, and in examining and endorsing permits produced on 
accompanying such spirits, Rep. v; Barry 309; Bird 482.502; Dancer 634; Cruice 
957; Hobart 1056. 1155; Tracey 1409-1411 ; Maclachlan 1978. 1980, 1981. 2034 

■ Advantage of charging the constabulary with the duty of stopping and examining 

spirits in transit from place to place, Barry 313; Coulson 852. 854-856; Maclachlan 

2031-2037 ; Wood 2266 Objection to employing constables in stopping spirits in 

transit from place to place, Cruice 957-959 ; Hobart 1055-1057. 1113-1118 The 

constabulary nave no authority whatever to stop and examine suspected spirits in transit, 
Hobart 1095-1097. 

Manner in which the constabulary act in cases of detection of parties conveying illicit 

spirits, Knox 1233-1237 The constabulary should consider it part of their duty to 

stop and examine suspected spirits in transit, ib. 1261, 1262 Th ere would be no occa- 

sion for any increase of the present force were the constabulary charged with the duty of 

stopping spirits in transit, ib. 1 265 The constabulary should be authorised to stop and 

examine spirits in transit from place to place, and destroy such as are illicit, Tracey 

1408-1413 Difficulty attending the transit of seizures of spirits to head quarters; 

opinion with respect to employing the constabulary upon this duly, Maclachlan 1923- 

1928 Power of the revenue police to stop parties conveying spirits without a legal 

peimit, ib. 1978-1981. See also Permits. 

Travelling Expenses. Return showing the amount of the travelling expenses of the revenue 
police in Ireland, in the year ended 5 January 1845, App. 240. 

Travelling Tinhers. Manufacture of private stills by travelling tinkers, Bird 593. 

Treasury. Correspondence between the Treasury and the Board of Inland Revenue, upon 

the subject of the sale of spirits in unlicensed houses in Ireland, Wood 2244 'Copy of 

Treasury Minute, directing the dismissal of Lieutenant Bowerman of the revenue police, 

and the men under his command, App. 252, 253 Correspondence between the 

Treasury and the Commissioners of Excise in 1834 and 1835, on the subject of illicit 

distillation in Ireland, ib. 265, 266 Correspondence between the Treasury and the 

Commissioners of Excise in 1836 on the subject of the re-organisation of the revenue 

police, ib. 273-275 Copy of Treasury Minute, dated 12 December 1834, relative to 

the combination of the coast guard with the revenue police in Ireland, ib. 345. 

Trevelyan , 
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Trevelyan, Sir Charles. Occasion of Sir Charles Trevelyan’s attention being directetd to 
the amalgamation of the revenue police with the constabulary, Wood 2283. 

Troops. Baneful effect of revenue employment on the morals of the military, Wood 2132. 
Sec also Aid of the Civil Tower. General Orders. Military. 

Tulla Barony. Prevalence of illicit distillation in the barony of Tirlla, county of Clare, 
Tracey 1469. 

Turf. Tendency of a well-saved turf harvest to facilitate illicit distillation, Barry 244 ; 
Knox 1220. See also Fuel. 

Tyreragh Barony, Sligo. Prevalence of illicit distillation in this district of Sligo, Knox 
1201-1204. 

Tyrone. General efficiency of the constabulary force in Tyrone, Coulson 770-777. 



U. 

Ulster, Province of. Return of the names and number of counties in the province of 
Ulster in which parties of revenue police are stationed, Macklachlan 1867. 

Uniformity of System. Great importance of preserving an uniformity of system in the con- 
stabulary force, Sir Duncan M c Gregor 1662-1664 How the uniformity of system 

would be disarranged by charging the constabulary with the suppression of illicit dis- 
tillation, ib. 1665-1672. 

Utensils. Facility of removal of the utensils used in illicit distillation, Barry 249-255. 

See also Private Stills. Travelling Tinkers. 



V. 

Vance, Samuel. Letter from Samuel Vance, secretary to the Belfast Chamber of Com- 
merce, inclosing a statement of the comparative prices of barley and oats at four dif- 
ferent periods of each year, from 1840 till 1853, App. 3 ^ 9 - 

Vignoles, Captain J. Correspondence between Captain J. Vignoles, chief magistrate, and 
the Irish Government, in the case of Lieutenant Bowermanand the men under his com- 
mand, App. 243-251. 

Vitriol. See Adulteration of Spirits. 



W. 

Warhurlon, Major. Report made by Major Warburton to Lord Anglesea twenty-two 
vears ago, upon the subject of the consolidation of the two establishments of police in 

Ireland, Tracey 1365-1371 Letter from Major Warburton to the Right Hon. E. J. 

Littleton, dated 4 November 1834, relative to the proposed re-organization of the 
revenue police in Ireland, App. 347. 

Water. The facility of procuring water is a great object with the illicit distiller, Bairy 
244. 

Whiskey. Illicit spirits are generally considered the best flavoured, Barry 320 Pre- 

ference given by the people to legitimate whiskey ; they can purchase it cheaper than 

poteen, Bird 422 Some gentlemen in Ireland will give more for poteen than the best 

legitimate whiskey. Bird 456 There is no difficulty in distinguishing between the 

Parliament whiskey and poteen, Barry 318,319; Mullarehy 1809 Account of the 

increase of the export trade of Irish whiskey to England, Wood 2081-2086— --Opinion 
that ihe spirits of the licensed distiller is better and cheaper than that of the illicit trade. 
Wood 2321, 2322. See also Bushmill’s IVhiskey. Illicit Spirits, Poteen. 

Wilson, D. J. Correspondence between D. J. Wilson, Esq., of Belvoir, and the Irish 
Government, with regard to the conduct of Lieutenant Bowerman, of the revenue police, 
App. 242-249. 

Wilson, Thomas R. Letter from Thomas R. Wilson, secretary to the Sligo Commercial 
News-room, to Lord Monteogle, enclosing a return of the average annual price of oats 
and barley in Sligo market from 1840 to 1852 inclusive, App. 372. 

Winter. Illicit distillation is always greater in winter than at any other time of the year, 
Tracey 1400, 1401. 

53, E 3 Witnesses. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



W I T 



W o O [ttotwtaluilAvg,.. 



Report, 1852-53— continued. 



Witnesses. List of the witnesses, aad their staudiag in society, examined before the Com- 
mittee, Rep. in- The constabulary are never brought forward as witnesses in revenue 

cases where information has been furnished by them, Hobart 1155,1 156 -Excellence 

of the conduct of the constabulary as witnesses in courts of justice, Sir Duncan 
M‘ Gregor 1 540. 

Wood, John. (Analysis of his Evidence.)— Chairman of the Board of Inland Revenue, 1 

^Preparation of accounts and documents, showing the present and former state of the 

revenue police in Ireland, a- 5 Explanation of the Map of Ireland, showing the sta- 
tions of the revenue police, and the distribution of the force, 6-H Prevalence of illicit 

distillation in the county of Donegal, y, to. 

[Second Examination.] Head of the Board of Inland Revenue, *2070 Length of 

service, 2071-2073 Special attention paid by witness to the collection of the duties 

upon spirits and upon malt in Ireland, 2074, 2075 Amount of the malt and 

spirit revenue of Ireland, 2076 Amount of the customs and excise revenue of 

Ireland, 2076-2078 The spirit duty amounts tn more than onc-fonrth of the 

total revenue collected in Ireland, 2079, 2080 Account of the quantity of spirits 

imported into England from Ireland in each year, from 184310 1847, both inclusive, 2081 

Increase of the exportation of Irish whiskey to England, 2083-2086 Account 

of the quantity of spirits charged with, duty in Ireland, in each of the years 1843 to 1 853, 

for home consumption, 2086 Decrease of illicit distillation in Ireland within the last 

ten years, 20S8- — Different kinds of smuggling practised in Ireland, 2089. 

Concurrent increase of duty-paid spirit, with the reduction of population, 2090 

Encouragement given to illicit distillation by the diminished price of grain, 2091-2094 

Improved discipline of the revenue police under Colonel Brcreton, 209O, 2097 

General efficiency of revenue police force, 2098-2100 State of the revenue police 

before the re-organisation of the force under Colonel Brcreton, 2101, 2102 Object of 

the depot in Dublin of the revenue police, 2103, 2104 Explanation of the subordi- 

nation of rank which exists in the revenue police, 2105— — Reports of the conduct and 

discipline of the force are made 10 the Board of Excise every six weeks, 2106 Class 

of persons from whom lieutenants are chosen, 2107, 2108 How complaints against 

officers and men for misconduct are dealt with, 2109-2112 Cost of the revenue 

police, 2113 Great service derived' from the excise steamer; station of the steamer, 

2114-2117. 

Class of officers and men in the revenue police provided with excise commissions, 
2118-2120 — —Nature of the authority which an excise commission gives to the party 
holding it, 2121-2126— — Observations on the ancient practice of writs of assistance, 

calling upon the military for aid in collecting the revenue, 2127, 2128 The assistance 

of the military has never been required since the establishment ofthe revenue police, 2129- 

2131 Baneful effect of revenue employment on tbe.morals of the military, 2 132 . 

Cases of misconduct of revenue police involving dismissal, 2133-2141 The revenue 

police would have no power to act without an excise commission, 2142 Nature of the. 

provisions ofthe General Management Act, 7 & 8 Geo. 4, c. 53, for the suppression of 

illicit distillation, 2144-2154 Protection afforded the officers of excise in making 

seizures, 2155-2157 

Case of Mr. Toulmin Smith, 2158- Liability of officers of excise to action and 

damages for entering premises without sufficient grounds of suspicion, 2159, 2160 

Power of excise officers to enter premises upon suspicion, and seize suspected spirits, 
2161,2162 Discontinuance of the sale of illicit spirits seized, 2163-2165 Simi- 
larity ofthe Meshmili’s whiskey to poteen, 2166 Power of officers of excise to enter 

and search mills and kilns, 2168 Any man holding an excise commission, or any 

number of men acting with him as his assistants, have all the powers and protection 

given by the Act to excisemen, 2172-2177 Quite impossible to enforce the revenue 

laws effectively, with the facilities and protection given to officers iu discharge of their 

duties,, 2178, 2179 How the suppression of illicit distillation iu the Highlands and 

Islands of Scotland was put down, 2182-2186. 

Reason of one-fourth of the revenue police in Ireland being allocated to one county- 

2187 Reason of the absence of illicit distillation in the province of Munster, 2188- 

2190— — Existence of illicit distillation in Derry district, and the northern parts of 
Ireland, 2191-2193 — -Advantages of steam communication with the West of Ireland, 

21 94 , 2195 Necessity for the utmost precaution in the selection of the officers and 

men in the revenue police, 2196 High slate of efficiency, of the constabulary force in 

Ireland, 2197, 2198 Reason of exclusion of married men from the revenue police, 

2199-2202 Strength of the revenue police force, and how distributed, 2204, 2205 

Objection to the reduction of the number of detached parties of revenue police, 2206, 

2207 Danger of attempting to execute revenue duties with a small force, 2208 

Attempts sometimes made to rescue prisoners from the revenue police, 2209. 

Baneful effect of employing the military in the suppression cf illicit distillation, 2211 

Inconvenience of the employment of constables to aid . the revenue officers in the 

discharge- 
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Wood, John. (Analysis of his Evidence) — continued. 

dishargc of their duties, 221 1, 2212 Opinion that tlie abolition of the revenue police 

and transfer of the duties of 1 lie force to the constabulary is impracticable, 2213-2219 

Objection to entrusting the constabulary with excise commissions, 2214, 2215 - 

Necessity for the authority and protection given to the officers of the revenue police for 

the due collection of the revenue, 2220 Grounds of objection to a continuation of the 

foices, 2221-2224 Practice with respect to the movement of detachments of the 

constabulary from one county to another in cases of disturbance, 2225-2229 

Objection to the amalgamation of the coast guard with the revenue police, 2230 

Duties of the revenue police in attending a paper mill, 2230, 2231. 

Necessity of the police charged with the execution of revenue duties being fully 

acquainted with the excise laws, 2232-2235 Necessity of the power of punishment 

of the revenue police in cases of negligence of duty, 2236, 2237 Opinion that a 

combination of forces would lead to the entire inefficiency of both, 2238 Difficulties 

experienced by the revenue police in obtaining the assistance of the coast guard in the 
suppression of smuggling on the islands on the north-west coast of Ireland, 2239, 2240 

— — Necessity of suppressing the shebeen-houses in Ireland, 2241 Defect in the law 

affecting shebeen-houses and public-houses where unlicensed spirits are sold, 2242-2246 

Report of Mr. Saurin, solicitor to Inland Revenue in Ireland, on the sale of spirits 

in unlicensed houses, 2244. 

Letter from the Board of Inland Revenue to the Constabulary Office in Dublin, on 

the subject of complaints preferred against the supervisor at Newry, 2244 Sir Duncan 

M'Gregor’s reply, ib. Communication of the Board of Inland Revenue to the Lords 

of the Treasury, as to the sale of spirits in Ireland, and their Lordships’ reply, ib. 

Liability of shebccn-liouse keepers to penalties for allowing drinking or tippling in their 

houses, 2245 Injury done the revenue by shebeen-lmuses, 2247-2249 Manner in 

which the constabulary might render efficient services to the revenue police, 2250, 2251 

Form in which information is at present conveyed by the constabulary to the revenue 

police, 2252 Advantage of the information being conveyed to the nearest lieutenant 

of revenue police, 2253-2260 The constabulary might be charged with the escort of 

revenue prisoners to gaol, 2261-2265. 

The constabulary should be empowered to slop and examine spirits in transit, and 
eudorse permits, 2266-2285 — —Expediency of charging the constabulary with the duty 

of visiting mills and kilns, 2286-2319 Cost of making illicit spirits, 2320 

Opinion that the spirit of the licensed distiller is better and cheaper than that of the 
illicit distiller, 2321-2320. 

Wrecks. Idea possessed by the people that the property of wrecks and vessels in distress 
belongs to them, Mullarch;/ 1752. See also Plundering Wrecks. 

Writs of Assistance. Nature of the power of calling in the aid of the military by vitue of 

writs of assistance, Machlachlan 1887-1889; Wood 2127, 2128 Discontinuance of 

the issue of writs of assistance, calling out the military for revenue purposes, Maclachlan 
1908. 1909; Wood 2129, 2130. 
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